THE CONSTITUTION OF MEDINA

_Ibn Ishiq said: The Messenger of God (God bless and preserve
him) wrote a writing (kitdb) between the Emigrants and the Ansir,
in which he made a treaty and covenant with the Jews, confirmed
them in their religion and possessions,. and gave them certain
duties and rights:

In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate!

This is a writing of Muhammad the prophet between the be-
lievers and Muslims of Quraysh and Yathrib and those who follow
them and are attached to them and who crusade (jdhada) along
with them.

t. They are a single community (ummah) distinct from (other)
people.?

2. The Emigrants of Quraysh, according to their former con-
dition,* pay jointly the blood-money between them, and they (as
a group) ransom their captive(s), (doing so) with uprightness and

justice between the believers.

3. Bani 'Awf, according to their former condition, pay jointly
the previous blood-wits, and each sub-clan (fd'ifah) ransoms its
captive(s), (doing so) with uprightness and justice between the
believers.!

14. A believer does not kill a believer because of an unbeliever,
and does not help an unbeliever against.a believer. -
15. The security (dhimmah) of God is one; the granting of
h_e_i_g_hbogrlum_t_ggt_igpf (yuyir). by the least of them (the believers)
__is binding on them; the believers are patrons (or clients—mawali)

of one another to the exclusion of (other) people._

19. The believers exact vengeance for one another where 2 man
~*_gives his blood in the way of God. The God-fearing believers are’
under the best and most correct guidance.

23. Wherever_there is_anything_about _which you differ, it
is to be referred to God and to Muhammad (peace be upon
him). »

. 24 The Jews bear expenses along with the believers so long as
they continue st war.

25. The Jews of Banl '‘Awf are 2 community (vmmah) along
with the believers. To the Jews their religion (din) and to the
Muslims their religion. (This applies) both to their clients and to
themselves, with the exception of anyone who has done wrong or

acted treacherously; he brings evil only on himself and on his
.. household.

36. No one of them (? those belonging to the ummah) may go
out (to war) without the permission of Muhammad (peace be upon
him), but he is not restrained from taking vengeance for woundf.
Whoever acts rashly (fataka), it (invoives) only himself and his
household, except where a man has been wronged. God is the
truest (fulfiller) of this (document).¢ ’

39. The valley of Yathrib is sacred for the people of this
© document. :
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