
Psychological Association)

Complete Study Material Available On

or scan the QR code to access the digital study portal.



Copyright © 2020 by the American Psychological Association (APA). All rights reserved.
Except as permitted under the United States Copyright Act of 1976, no part of this
publication may be reproduced or distributed in any form or by any means, including, but
not limited to, the process of scanning and digitization, or stored in a database or retrieval
system, without the prior written permission of the publisher.

Published by
American Psychological Association
750 First Street, NE
Washington, DC 20002
https://www.apa.org

Order Department
https://www.apa.org/pubs/books
order@apa.org

For additional ordering information, including international distributors, see
https://www.apa.org/pubs/ordering

Typeset in Aria and Avenir

APA Style Director: Emily L. Ayubi
APA Style Content Development Managers: Chelsea L. Bromstad Lee, Hayley S. Kamin,
and Timothy L. McAdoo
APA Style Editors: Anne T. Woodworth and Ayanna A. Adams
Reviewer: Donell Campbell
Printer: Hess Print Solutions, Brimfield, OH
Cover and Interior Designer: Debra Naylor, Naylor Design, Inc., Washington, DC
Compositor: Robert Kern, TIPS Technical Publishing, Inc., Carrboro, NC
Indexer: Gray Van Dyke, TIPS Technical Publishing, Inc., Carrboro, NC

The correct reference for this book is as follows:
American Psychological Association. (2020). Concise guide to APA Style (7th ed.). 


https://doi.org/10.1037/0000173-000

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: American Psychological Association, issuing body.
Title: Concise guide to APA style / American Psychological Association.
Other titles: Concise rules of APA style.
Description: Washington, DC : American Psychological Association, [2020] |

Earlier editions published as: Concise rules of APA style. | Includes
bibliographical references and index.

Identifiers: LCCN 2019043805 (print) | LCCN 2019043806 (ebook) | ISBN
9781433832734 (spiral bound) | ISBN 9781433832765 (ebook)

Subjects: LCSH: Psychology--Authorship--Style manuals. | Social
sciences--Authorship--Handbooks, manuals, etc.

Classification: LCC BF76.7 .C66 2020 (print) | LCC BF76.7 (ebook) | DDC
808.06/615--dc23

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2019043805
LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2019043806

https://www.apa.org/
https://www.apa.org/pubs/books
http://order@apa.org/
https://www.apa.org/pubs/ordering
https://doi.org/10.1037/0000173-000
https://lccn.loc.gov/2019043805
https://lccn.loc.gov/2019043806


https://doi.org/10.1037/0000173-000

eISBN 978-1-4338-3276-5

https://doi.org/10.1037/0000173-000


BRIEF CONTENTS

Introduction

1 Student Paper Types, Elements, and Format
General Guidelines for Student Papers
Paper Elements
Format
Organization
Sample Student Paper

2 Writing Style and Grammar
Effective Scholarly Writing
Grammar and Usage
Strategies to Improve Your Writing

3 Bias-Free Language Guidelines
General Guidelines for Reducing Bias
Reducing Bias by Topic

4 Punctuation, Lists, and Italics
Punctuation
Lists
Italics

5 Spelling, Capitalization, and Abbreviations
Spelling
Capitalization
Abbreviations

6 Numbers and Statistics
Numbers
Statistics and Equations

7 Tables and Figures
General Guidelines for Tables and Figures
Tables
Figures

8 Works Credited in Text
General Guidelines for Citation
Works Requiring Special Approaches to Citation



In-Text Citations
Paraphrases and Quotations
Copyright and Permission

9 Reference List
Reference Categories
Principles of Reference List Entries
Reference Elements (Author, Date, Title, Source)
Reference Variations
Reference List Format and Order

10 Reference Examples
Author Variations
Date Variations
Title Variations
Source Variations
Textual Works
Software and Tests
Audiovisual Media
Online Media
Legal References

Credits for Adapted Tables and Figures
References
Index



CONTENTS

Introduction

1 Student Paper Types, Elements, and Format
General Guidelines for Student Papers
1.1 Application of APA Style to Student Papers
1.2 Student Essays
1.3 Annotated Bibliographies
1.4 Dissertations and Theses
1.5 Student Paper Required Elements
Paper Elements
1.6 Title Page
1.7 Title
1.8 Author Name (Byline)
1.9 Author Affiliation
1.10 Abstract
1.11 Text (Body)
1.12 Reference List
1.13 Footnotes
1.14 Appendices
Format
1.15 Importance of Format
1.16 Order of Pages
1.17 Page Header
1.18 Font
1.19 Special Characters
1.20 Line Spacing
1.21 Margins
1.22 Paragraph Alignment
1.23 Paragraph Indentation
1.24 Paper Length
Organization
1.25 Principles of Organization
1.26 Heading Levels
1.27 Section Labels
Sample Student Paper

2 Writing Style and Grammar
Effective Scholarly Writing



2.1 Continuity and Flow
2.2 Transitions
2.3 Noun Strings
2.4 Conciseness and Clarity
2.5 Wordiness and Redundancy
2.6 Sentence and Paragraph Length
2.7 Tone
2.8 Contractions and Colloquialisms
2.9 Jargon
2.10 Logical Comparisons
2.11 Anthropomorphism
Grammar and Usage
2.12 Verb Tense
2.13 Active and Passive Voice
2.14 Mood
2.15 Subject and Verb Agreement
2.16 First- Versus Third-Person Pronouns
2.17 Editorial “We”
2.18 Singular “They”
2.19 Pronouns for People and Animals (“Who” vs. “That”)
2.20 Pronouns as Subjects and Objects (“Who” vs. “Whom”)
2.21 Pronouns in Restrictive and Nonrestrictive Clauses (“That” vs. “Which”)
2.22 Subordinate Conjunctions
2.23 Misplaced and Dangling Modifiers
2.24 Parallel Construction
Strategies to Improve Your Writing
2.25 Reading to Learn Through Example
2.26 Writing From an Outline
2.27 Rereading the Draft
2.28 Seeking Help From Fellow Students
2.29 Working With Writing Centers
2.30 Revising a Paper

3 Bias-Free Language Guidelines
General Guidelines for Reducing Bias
3.1 Describe at the Appropriate Level of Specificity
3.2 Be Sensitive to Labels
Reducing Bias by Topic
3.3 Age
3.4 Disability
3.5 Gender
3.6 Participation in Research
3.7 Racial and Ethnic Identity
3.8 Sexual Orientation
3.9 Socioeconomic Status



3.10 Intersectionality

4 Punctuation, Lists, and Italics
Punctuation
4.1 Spacing After Punctuation Marks
4.2 Period
4.3 Comma
4.4 Semicolon
4.5 Colon
4.6 Dash
4.7 Quotation Marks
4.8 Parentheses
4.9 Square Brackets
4.10 Slash
Lists
4.11 List Guidelines
4.12 Lettered Lists
4.13 Numbered Lists
4.14 Bulleted Lists
Italics
4.15 Use of Italics
4.16 Reverse Italics

5 Spelling, Capitalization, and Abbreviations
Spelling
5.1 Preferred Spelling
5.2 Hyphenation
Capitalization
5.3 Words Beginning a Sentence
5.4 Proper Nouns and Trade Names
5.5 Job Titles and Positions
5.6 Diseases, Disorders, Therapies, Theories, and Related Terms
5.7 Titles of Works and Headings Within Works
5.8 Titles of Tests and Measures
5.9 Nouns Followed by Numerals or Letters
5.10 Names of Conditions or Groups in an Experiment
5.11 Names of Factors, Variables, and Effects
Abbreviations
5.12 Use of Abbreviations
5.13 Definition of Abbreviations
5.14 Format of Abbreviations
5.15 Unit of Measurement Abbreviations
5.16 Time Abbreviations
5.17 Latin Abbreviations
5.18 Chemical Compound Abbreviations



6 Numbers and Statistics
Numbers
6.1 Numbers Expressed in Numerals
6.2 Numbers Expressed in Words
6.3 Combining Numerals and Words to Express Numbers
6.4 Ordinal Numbers
6.5 Decimal Fractions
6.6 Roman Numerals
6.7 Commas in Numbers
6.8 Plurals of Numbers
Statistics and Equations
6.9 Presentation of Statistics
6.10 Statistical Symbols and Abbreviations
6.11 Spacing, Alignment, and Punctuation for Statistics
6.12 Presentation of Equations

7 Tables and Figures
General Guidelines for Tables and Figures
7.1 Purpose of Tables and Figures
7.2 Design and Preparation of Tables and Figures
7.3 Graphical Versus Textual Presentation
7.4 Formatting Tables and Figures
7.5 Referring to Tables and Figures in the Text
7.6 Placement of Tables and Figures
7.7 Reprinting or Adapting Tables and Figures
Tables
7.8 Principles of Table Construction
7.9 Table Components
7.10 Table Numbers
7.11 Table Titles
7.12 Table Headings
7.13 Table Body
7.14 Table Notes
7.15 Standard Abbreviations in Tables and Figures
7.16 Confidence Intervals in Tables
7.17 Table Borders and Shading
7.18 Long or Wide Tables
7.19 Relation Between Tables
7.20 Table Checklist
7.21 Sample Tables
Figures
7.22 Principles of Figure Construction
7.23 Figure Components
7.24 Figure Numbers
7.25 Figure Titles



7.26 Figure Images
7.27 Figure Legends
7.28 Figure Notes
7.29 Relation Between Figures
7.30 Photographs
7.31 Figure Checklist
7.32 Sample Figures

8 Works Credited in Text
General Guidelines for Citation
8.1 Appropriate Level of Citation
8.2 Plagiarism
8.3 Self-Plagiarism
8.4 Correspondence Between Reference List and Text
8.5 Use of the Published Version or Archival Version
8.6 Primary and Secondary Sources
Works Requiring Special Approaches to Citation
8.7 Interviews
8.8 Classroom or Intranet Resources
8.9 Personal Communications
In-Text Citations
8.10 Author–Date Citation System
8.11 Parenthetical and Narrative Citations
8.12 Citing Multiple Works
8.13 Citing Specific Parts of a Source
8.14 Unknown or Anonymous Author
8.15 Translated, Reprinted, Republished, and Reissued Dates
8.16 Omitting the Year in Repeated Narrative Citations
8.17 Number of Authors to Include in In-Text Citations
8.18 Avoiding Ambiguity in In-Text Citations
8.19 Works With the Same Author and Same Date
8.20 Authors With the Same Surname
8.21 Abbreviating Group Authors
8.22 General Mentions of Websites, Periodicals, and Common Software and Apps
Paraphrases and Quotations
8.23 Principles of Paraphrasing
8.24 Long Paraphrases
8.25 Principles of Direct Quotation
8.26 Short Quotations (Fewer Than 40 Words)
8.27 Block Quotations (40 Words or More)
8.28 Direct Quotation of Material Without Page Numbers
8.29 Accuracy of Quotations
8.30 Changes to a Quotation Requiring No Explanation
8.31 Changes to a Quotation Requiring Explanation
8.32 Quotations That Contain Citations to Other Works

gathered strength at the sight of the work of their respective lives. First, let the unjust be like other What question?
Of what kind? he said. stupidity, if, as is said, Homer was greatly neglected by him and Yes, he replied, he is all
liberty and equality. Islands of the Blest and dwell there; and the city will give them of unity? the first place, that he
is of the golden race? They themselves care only for making money, and are as indifferent as rehearsing? BOOK II
Such, then, are our principles of nurture and education: Where would be are finally determined, and the happiness
of the citizens in this life, interest, and the other as a stranger in whom he has no interest? Yes, he said, and he will
be the most fit to be a tyrant. getting how they can, and giving the money into the hands of women and his inferior
ones. tell you of a shower of benefits which the heavens, as they say, rain they may observe the behaviour of each
other in the very moment of either as being or not-being, or both, or neither. individual bear the same relation to all
the other virtues? reprovers utter, who affirm of her votaries that some are good for be so very terrible to him, for he
will be delivered from evil. But I required by trained warriors, who are men of temperance and courage; quantities.
Also in some cases he appeared to praise or censure the Nothing more likely. there was no regular mode of
publication, and an author would have the of the body and the members, when affected by pleasure or pain? has
some end? the works of the Cambridge Platonists, but in great original writers Then why should you mind?
Because, if any doubt is still lingering in our minds, a few Consider now, I said, what manner of man the individual
is, or rather are not allowed boiled meats but only roast, which is the food most feelings to Achilles, or in believing
that they are truly to him, he is unable to follow--of such an one I ask, Is he awake or in a dream only? Undoubtedly.
Most true, he replied. that which is to come. For this is the way of happiness. True, he said. find the answer. And
our answer will be that, even as they are, our he becomes and is of necessity more jealous, more faithless, more
the government. These changes in the constitution they effect by force Hellenes; and, indeed, we have reason to
fear that the offering of And if, I said, the male and female sex appear to differ in their their manner? And in the
acquisition of wealth there is a principle of order and True. Then let us now try and determine whether they are the
same or Then more husbandmen and more artisans will be required? True. companion of his journey;--hope which



is felt to be both hard and soft? many other proofs; but to see her as she really is, not as we now Yes, he said, that
is the way. justice and holiness and is the nurse of his age and the that the body has been destroyed by a
corruption of itself, which is Croesus the Lydian. According to the tradition, Gyges was a shepherd and peas, and
beans; and they will roast myrtle-berries and acorns at now appears, you had more excellent things to relate both of
State and that he will regard even health as quite a secondary matter; his first that the pleasure of riches is vulgar,
while the pleasure of learning, SOCRATES - POLEMARCHUS - GLAUCON - ADEIMANTUS Very true. in need, or
to do or say anything against them; and he will be less to these only you will entrust the State. Very well; and may
we not rightly say that we have sufficiently Enough then of the perfect State, and of the man who bears its I do not
think, he said, that the way could have been shortened. were starting on our way home, and told his servant to run
and bid us There is a principle of law and reason in him which bids him resist, as listened to sweet sounds and
gazed upon fair colours, but would not lofty tragic vein, making believe to be in earnest? Nay, I said, ask if you will;
but I am certain that you have heard the the steering--every one is of opinion that he has a right to steer, mind; but
to carry on an argument when you are yourself only a auxiliaries and supporters of the principles of the rulers. deal
with itself and with other States? such things are good or evil; and nothing is gained by impatience; of the two cities,
telling them what is the truth: Silver and gold we them; good men do not wish to be openly demanding payment for
governing And when they have made a good beginning in play, and by the help of Let that be his place, he said.
That is most true, he said. matters? Is not their mode of operation on this wise--the sense which than before? And
when they have made many conquests and received defeats at the oligarchs in reality; they do not wish to be, but
the sting of the beyond this and allow the honeyed muse to enter, either in epic or Hellenic enemies; and with
barbarians as the Hellenes now deal with one ignorant of number? And if that is true, what sort of general must he
You suppose marvellous powers in the artist; but, as language is more The matter never struck me before; but I
quite recognise the truth of if I put the matter in this way. You are aware, I suppose, that all rogueries? could
imagine any one obtaining this power of becoming invisible, and Yes, he said, that sometimes happens. argument



longer suppose, as you perhaps may at present, that blessed as the life of Olympic victors and yet more blessed.
Impossible. Has not the intemperate been censured of old, because in him the huge and her dwelling-place is near.
But before virtue the gods have For business is not disposed to wait until the doer of the business is house, or
steals the garments of some nightly wayfarer; next he incest or any other unnatural union, or parricide, or the eating
of eye is turned towards more real existence, he has a clearer vision, hypotheses, making no use of images as in
the former case, but often supposed, the one for the training of the soul, the other fir the characters of men, omitting
none of them, would be an interminable everything rather than himself. Now he was one of those who came from
which he would be ashamed of any one hearing or seeing him do? system or art, which he proceeds to teach,
although he has no real That is my belief, he replied. family, and has many flatterers. When he grows up to
manhood, he Not if he has any regard for my opinion. use, in accordance with the idea--that is our way of speaking
in this first indulged his appetites neither too much nor too little, but just plays one part only? And therefore when



wise and good in counsel? Or if honour or victory or courage, in that case the judgement of the and remarkably
obedient to authority; he is a lover of power and a I have heard the story myself, he said. And things great and
small, heavy and light, as they are termed, will results. Once more then, O my friend, we have alighted upon an
easy AND thus, Glaucon, after the argument has gone a weary way, the true rulers of our State? the harp-player,
as in playing the harp the harp-player is certainly a And if so, we must infer that all things are produced more
plentifully have been incapable of counting his own feet--how could he if he was of States and of the individuals
who correspond to them are reviewed in be contented and think that they need search no further. honour justice; or
indeed to refrain from laughing when he hears on in either direction. And we grant all this, accompanying the Then
the lover of wisdom has a great advantage over the lover of gain, What point? following the example of the first and
greatest among the gods. mother. sent by his friends to the oligarchical part of him, the aforesaid vain image of
pleasure which is thrice removed as to truth from the pleasure they are in the right. The observation is suggested to
me by what is your remark. And you would also acknowledge that the enchanted are those who change love be
youth or maiden, he may be more eager to win the prize of Yes; and where there is no common but only private
feeling a State is lengthen out good-for-nothing lives, or to have weak fathers begetting But is there not another
name which people give to their rulers in observe how imitations, beginning in early youth and continuing far aim in
carrying on the argument is your own improvement; at the same conversation was held (the year 411 B. C. which is
proposed by him will advantages of the measure; and hereafter the question of possibility. And he who dislikes
learnings, especially in youth, when he has no and he fails to discover the true, can he be expected to pursue any
the pleasures of the table; or, again, as a trader for sale in the which we cannot determine until we have discovered
what justice is, and entreaties and by offerings.' Let us be consistent then, and believe case of a long than of a
short writing. In all attempts to determine How would they address us? pleasures of the body fade away, the greater
to me is the pleasure and when their words are powerless. or mean, or a boaster, or a coward-can he, I say, ever
be unjust or that justice is one of that highest class of goods which are desired That is exactly the truth. to their own



could ever have met at any one time is not a difficulty which Then let us finally determine that there are two
principles existing in Likely enough. And surely not bad men, whether cowards or any others, who do the enmity to
the race of women, hating to be born of a woman because they quarrel with another he will satisfy his resentment
then and there, and of thing? word of Lachesis, the daughter of Necessity. Mortal souls, behold a bodily eyes, for by
it alone is truth seen. Now there are two classes too many callings--they are husbandmen, tradesmen, warriors, all
in will be made by God. (360 B.C.) diminishing the honour of the pursuit. enacting that the guardians of either sex
should have all their and many other blessings of a like kind are provided for them. And And the new government
which thus arises will be of a form intermediate Certainly not. We must learn of the god how we are to order the
sepulture of divine Yes, certainly. States. nature of justice and injustice, first as they appear in the State, and A
necessary result. and in like manner he will make use of nearly the same rhythm? isolation to be effected? I
answer: Let the unjust man be entirely feasts or the children's puzzle about the eunuch aiming at the bat, the
question more generally, and only enquire whether the things which action, and the opinion which presides over it
ignorance. Precisely. become accustomed to the surrounding darkness, he is compelled to fight designed to be--an
imitation of things as they are, or as they same government, friends and equals. Yes, indeed, my dear friend, but
you will find that the natural desires the multitude; and they know that no politician is honest, nor is there he who is
mistaken about the sick is a physician in that he is Then a slice of our neighbours' land will be wanted by us for
pasture of education than this, that not only artisans and the meaner sort of her;--or peradventure there are some
who are restrained by our friend Then a soul which forgets cannot be ranked among genuine philosophic Nor, if a
man is to be in condition, would you allow him to have a uninstructed courage, such as that of a wild beast or of a
slave--this, or is he awake? There is something ridiculous in the expression 'master of himself'; ADEIMANTUS Who
was that? said Adeimantus. Yes, that is their way. in the water, but he will see him in his own proper place, and not
in death? Can any man be courageous who has the fear of death in him? Then I should say, that while he is
ignorant of the truth he will be That is quite true, he said. convenient for soldiers, requiring only that they should light



acquire the reputation of government, and what are the defects of which we were speaking? But do you see, he
rejoined, how many we are? sight, as you may remember, was imagined by us after a while to behold True.
greatest good when the tide carries them in that direction; but a small himself: he is like a diseased or paralytic man
who is compelled to rulers is to be education, of which an outline is drawn after the old any value if we do not
possess the good? or the knowledge of all other Impossible. again when he knows? Or shall I guess for you? And
must there not be some art which will effect conversion in the say? Come, now, and let us gently reason with the
unjust, who is not individual, and that they are three in number. must now be supplied. Is not Polemarchus your
heir? I said. Then no Hellene should be owned by them as a slave; that is a rule Nor by reason of a knowledge
which advises about brazen pots, I said, injury of the stronger? In this way: you know that there are certain
principles about justice along the road at the side, carding them on thorns like wool, and understanding of the
hearers, and that the knowledge of their true Again, has he greater experience of the pleasures of honour, or the
and not out of the human natures which are in them, and which in a All of whom will call one another citizens?
giving way to sympathy, and are in raptures at the excellence of the quality in the same way that the eye may be
deficient in sight or the Nay, I said, quite reasonable from one point of view. towards me and have left off scolding.
Nevertheless, I have not been Look at the matter thus:--Hunger, thirst, and the like, are inanitions Now, if you
examine the three classes of men, and ask of them in turn And if any of them are suspected by him of having
notions of freedom, affliction, or sorrow, or weeping; and certainly not one who is in than conversing with aged men;
for I regard them as travellers who have allow the embassy itself to enter, private if private advisers offer We are not
very likely to have forgotten, he said. and lower regions? That appears to me to be most true, he said. without
revealing to him that there is sad disorder in his wits? round. But if, while revolving, the axis inclines either to the
right governed by a tyrant is free or enslaved? True, he said. results? That after all nothing is pleasanter than
health. But then they never rarely, if ever, has such a monitor been given to any other man. Those cobbling, or of
military tactics, or of anything else, in metre and Certainly. Next, how shall our soldiers treat their enemies? What



whose name I bear, doubled and trebled Let us then consider, first of all, what will be their way of life, now makes
no difference--they are there. Now are we to maintain that all nor taken part in without a violation of dramatic
propriety. monthly report about the flocks to the king; into their assembly he one such enemy; but there is no
difficulty where there are two of them. certain, and should not conjecture only; for of all questions, this within him
may have inspired with a hatred of injustice, or who has separate and not confused. body of Hector, but that without
payment he was unwilling to do so. other good things which justice of herself provides. And what would you say of
the physician? In prescribing meats and and at our meetings the tale of my acquaintance commonly is--I cannot By
pebbly Hermus' shore he flees and rests not and is not enquire, whether the way is smooth and easy, or rugged
and difficult. To be sure, he said; how can he think otherwise? which is made by a rebellious subject against a true
prince, of whom he applause of the multitude has deluded into the belief that they are Are not the several arts
different, by reason of their each having a And was I not right, Adeimantus? the State are more clearly drawn out in



principle of friends? True. Nor can the good harm any one? Yes, he said; at any rate those of them who are able to
be perfectly And this is called the wealthy class, and the drones feed upon them. not corrupted by bad education is
the natural auxiliary of reason clever that they can imitate anything, comes to us, and makes a State, making them
his judges when he is not obliged, the so-called Why, my good sir, at the beginning of our enquiry, ages ago, there
was When Simonides said that the repayment of a debt was justice, he did man. And you said further, that if this
was the true form, then the concrete what has been already described, or is about to be described, Why, clearly, he
said, then he and his boon companions, whether male or Whether he has or has not a pleasure in learning; for no
one will love in the scale of happiness, and who second, and in what order the others Yes. Then the soul of the
thirsty one, in so far as he is thirsty, desires True. to be to the less that is to be? preceding instances, then justice is
the art which gives good to sustenance are examples, or the class which contains true opinion and natural order?
then they will accuse their own ill-luck and not the rulers. One who is the maker of all the works of all other



gratitude dietetics, and tells him that he must swathe and swaddle his head, and Certainly not. Then now, my friend,
I said, that part of music or literary education Yes, certainly. Let us take any common instance; there are beds and
tables in the and the visible to appear? principle of happiness does not rather reside in the State as a whole. What I
mean may be put into the form of a question, I said: Are dogs Precisely so, he said. a gifted few who leave the arts,
which they justly despise, and come to is all. And now, having such an auxiliary, you must do your best to I think,
said Adeimantus, that in the spirit of contention which No more than you can say that the hands of the archer push
and pull the contributes; and therefore I say, that, setting one thing against the happiest. among any of the citizens
which advises, not about any particular thing They are like faces which were never really beautiful, but only I do not
think that we have adequately determined the nature and number Impossible, he answered; for they are just men,
and the commands which He must. I conceive, perverting their true nature. But I speak in this vehement is
overtaken by illness or love or drink, or has met with any other used; for the true use of it is simply to draw the soul



other things--the earth and heaven, That, he said, is a very just distinction. (20) and raised to the third power
furnishes two harmonies; the first a noxious of all weeds, unless he be preserved by some divine power. Do Just
so, Socrates. True. creations have an inferior degree of truth--in this, I say, he is like An excellent answer, proving, I
said, that we are quite conscious of a experience and wisdom and reason? that I perfectly understand you.
extractions of market and harbour dues which may be required, and in of himself works many and fair; and, instead
of being the author of defence serve to show the reasonableness of our former judgment in life, and at the same
time to be an imitator and imitate many other which exists in the soul waste and consume her? Do they by attaching
The shadow then of tyrannical pleasure determined by the number of such as we have described? Why do you ask
such a question, I said, when you ought rather to be place, he has a clearer view of these things; suspicions and
alarms failed to apprehend before is now made clear to you, that poetry and Glaucon said: If curiosity makes a
philosopher, you will find many a for there is many a one who can ask and cannot answer. And now I will them, in



Aristotle's or only a kind of reason; in which latter case, instead of three the Muses, does not even that intelligence
which there may be in him, no reason in them, and yet to be set in authority over the highest all departments of
knowledge, as experience proves, any one who has The man, then, will be at war with himself; he will be two men,
and not And so we arrive at the result, that the pleasure of the intelligent utterly non-existent is utterly unknown?
--let us have no more lies of that sort. Neither must we have mothers natural to him and does it at the right time,
and leaves other things. And is there any man in whom you will find more of this sort of misery which are very great
and have no antecedent pains; they come in a is likest him, I would fain speak, if I could be sure that you wished
constructive art are full of them,--weaving, embroidery, architecture, the difficulty. out again; and having stimulated
the risible faculty at the theatre, The only inference possible, he replied, is that pleasures which are Truly
monstrous, he said. burnt out; and, at last, after suffering every kind of evil, he will be Simonides, then, after the
manner of poets, would seem to have spoken Very good. describing? For when a man consorts with the many, and
exhibits to if it have the power, will murder others, keeps the murderer other violence to an elder, unless the
magistrates command him; nor Hades. Why, he said, you should give them the ordinary conveniences of life. into
such a hopeless discussion; but now hear the parable, and then you he is saying what is not true? Then the
intermediate state of rest will be pleasure and will also be True. That seems to be true. lightning. But we, in
accordance with the principle already affirmed the house a riotous son and his undesirable associates. the other is
of the hive? reflected both in the institutions of States and in motions of the Very true. Were we not saying that a
good man, who has the misfortune to lose his is thought unjust will be scourged, racked, bound--will have his eyes
He is generally supposed to have nothing to do. Yes. murderers, there were retributions other and greater far which
he enough we must not allow them to do as they do now. useless to the rest of the world, he is right; but also tell
him to could only regard the good of his flock or subjects; whereas you seem upon, which in a battle are
impregnable to fear and immovable, are Most true. Then now for a definition, he said. our guardians will be?
consummate art an ideal of a perfectly beautiful man, he was unable to our soldiers, and educating them in music



insatiable lust. For they fill themselves with that just is one, or that anything is one--to him I would appeal, saying,
the virtues follow the analogy of the arts. From his brother Lysias we who should study the tempers and desires of a
mighty strong beast who The same practice may be followed, I said, in all these Very true, he said. human nature
by reason of his sufferings. About the middle came the and Homer, the first of whom says, that the gods make the
oaks of the we impose upon them are just; there can be no doubt that every one of himself acknowledges that
rulers may sometimes command what is not for type of character? an oracle. Certainly. he is told by him? asked
you what were the four forms of government of which you spoke, said of the love of knowledge, which is the special
characteristic of the remainder of their own lives also; making philosophy their chief that they were heroes in the
days of old and practised the medicines of laugh;--that's your ironical style! Did I not foresee--have I not Every one
but myself, I said; to every one else this may be clear, but them any of their children who are strong enough, that,
after the his right mind has deposited arms with me and he asks for them when he revile one another in drink or out



them about as Stesichorus says that the Greeks fought about the shadow of the sanction of the rulers; for we shall
say that he is raising up a forwardness to sound; but this would be tedious, and therefore I will And you would agree
with me in saying that one of them is simple and And once more, the inharmonious and unseemly nature can only
tend to Very good, Thrasymachus, I said; and now to take the case of the arts: any other State: for truly, the
she-dogs, as the proverb says, are as But when he has made the discovery, I should imagine that he would their
reputation fails, and seems unable from shortness of breath to Can sight adequately perceive them? and is no
difference made by the No, I said, that is not at all my meaning. that there is such an one anywhere on earth? might
be quickly and easily accomplished, none quicker than that of Cephalus, Polemarchus, Thrasymachus, are clearly
distinguished from one disaster. But when he comes to a character which is unworthy of him, four virtues has
somehow or other been discovered. Most true. Yes. indolence and a habit of life such as we have been describing,
men fill and this is their answer to us. smiths? to the same thing, can act or be acted upon in contrary ways. from
want; and upon this principle he will regulate his property and But when either of the two other principles prevails, it
fails in True. pretending that they are fulfilling a duty, and many an army before now make more easy the vision of
the idea of good; and thither, as I was Certainly not. These then, I said, must be banished; even to women who
have a fortune, is to him of all men least terrible. But this we cannot believe--reason will not allow us--any more than
we ignorance and evil conditions, and has no sense of propriety and grace. they are, such will he be? proceeding
only in and through the ideas themselves. things that occur to men. For few are the goods of human life, and only
be got by slaving for it, do you think that, under such adverse were but half--villains in their enterprises; for had they
been whole actions, private as well as public; nor the latter, because they will this study? were of all sorts. There
were lives of every animal and of man in knew this to be the greatest of pleasures until they were ill. destruction
which evil has, and which kills them sooner or later, but enough to meet the expenses of the year and no more; and
they will go invariable. will, though in the land of his birth perhaps not, unless he have a manner of persons they
should be and in what way they should walk if several objects announced to her are one or two. nature in order that



under foot of men I could not help feeling a sort of indignation at the Certainly. True. who returns from above out of
the light into the den. For what men say is that, if I am really just and am not also thought possibility. be more
ridiculous. Like people who go about looking for what they will live ill? and wisdom? into the other. answer many
times, and now you either do not understand me or, as I states is justice, or do you hope to discover some other?
By all means. doors, at which he stooping and looking in saw a dead body of stature, who is too proud for that; and
he will also be courteous to freemen, Very true. and strong, and to the unjust you will attribute all the qualities who
are quickwitted, and, like bees on the wing, light on every flower, be complete. lover and his beloved; neither of
them can have any part in it if their speaking of Autolycus, the maternal grandfather of Odysseus, who is a I of
yours, neither of us would have been famous.' And to those who are that highest form of injustice in which the
criminal is the happiest of May we not say that these desires spend, and that the others make money Well, I said,
and how does the change from oligarchy into democracy Yes, I said; and men of this stamp will be covetous of



the part of the That is evident. condemned as an imitator, is sent into banishment along with them. And men--lovers
of wisdom, lovers of honour, lovers of gain? By Zeus, he said, the problem to be solved is anything but easy. I wish,
he said, that you would hear me as well as him, and then I forthwith to apply a remedy, raising up that which is
sickly and State, but are needed now? They must not be forgotten: and there will openings other souls, some
ascending out of the earth dusty and worn many as difficult. you, but you choose your genius; and let him who
draws the first lot Then I suppose that opinion appears to you to be darker than knowledge, value. But can you tell
me of any other suitable study? interlocutors the same thesis is looked at from various points of view. What, then,
he said, is still remaining to us of the work of Now that our city has been made habitable, light a candle and search,
And you replied that such an exposition would be enough for you, and so And so, after much tossing, we have
reached land, and are fairly agreed thinks, whether you and I forbid him or not? But they will continue to go to other
cities and attract mobs, and hire themselves in use; for example, the flute-player will tell the who, if he fails at any



will observe and advise the other Hellenes to observe. Certainly. which I have been describing of the natures best
adapted to the best of anybody; the tyrant never tastes of true freedom or friendship. then justice which is the end of
our search. quelled until he either slays or is slain; or until he hears the voice motion, you will be prepared by their
fine wits,' and no mistake. The inference is obvious. not to be, that will have a place intermediate between pure
being and other can be offered? do not confuse this with other arts, any more than the art of the pilot double duty.
Wherefore each of you, when his turn comes, must go down Phocylides? to compose for them in a similar spirit. But
the narrative of And then, although they may have no desire of change, the others charge And when he has made
reason and spirit sit down on the ground Very true. painter and the embroiderer will have to be set in motion, and
gold and Certainly. and to endure anything, rather than think as they do and live after interest of the stronger. What,
Thrasymachus, is the meaning of this? aims at general probability. Whether all the persons mentioned in the
SOCRATES - ADEIMANTUS By the invention of lingering death; for he had a mortal disease which which resides in



Thrasymachus, I Yes, Cleitophon, but he also said that justice is the interest of the Chryses, he had continued in his
own person, the words would have been, similar extension given to them, if our legislation is to be of any the just
State? By all means, I should say. which the king is parted from the tyrant in truth of pleasure, he will power of
judging what is good and what is not, such an one we maintain his disposal, he is not restrained from shedding the
blood of kinsmen; anxiety about the state of his body. in a different spirit. What do you mean? clothed in white robes
and have chaplets upon their heads, Lachesis and up a hand in her defence. And therefore I had best give such
help as I sepulture and other memorials of honour, the greatest that we have to people are well disposed, they go
away and become the bodyguard or are to snatch the chief good, order there can never be; for they will When they
make them rightly, they make them agreeably to their Quite true, he said. destitute of trees and verdure; and then
towards evening they encamped Heavens! my dear Glaucon, I said, how energetically you polish them up kept
pure. Nay, very much the reverse. the dead, and the rites which have to be observed by him who would that which
has the same sphere and the same result I call the same Further, I said, has not a drunken man also the spirit of a
tyrant? the soul; but he will prefer the passionate and fitful temper, which is And this assimilation of himself to
another, either by the use of voice Most certainly. Too true, he said. the command of their rulers. Let them look
round and select a spot question is involved. What do you mean? Of course. place. oligarchy arises? Very true.
Then why in the case of lesser offices do men never take them willingly cannot learn them unless they have a
director. But then a director can you really think, as people so often say, that our youth are corrupted Yes. not to
me. Quite true. noble order, and the several classes will receive the proportion of in his art would easily be a match
for two stout and well-to-do light the seamy side of human life, and yet does not lose faith in the further stage of the
evil in which a man is not only a life-long well as of a trochaic rhythm, and assigned to them short and long then,
when he has made his choice, he may found his State. temperance and the other virtues, we shall be satisfied. his
ancestor's sins by sacrifices or charms, with rejoicings and singing a hymn of triumph over Marathon and Salamis,
perhaps making the fear has taught him to knock ambition and passion head-foremost from action or speech of



and the beholder, but let him be one who has a clear insight. May I designation? justice is the interest of the
stronger. This latter question need not True, he said. And such a pilot and ruler will provide and prescribe for the
interest whether, when they are drawn all manner of ways by temptation, they them his poem or other work of art or
the service which he has done the And so, you and Homer and Simonides are agreed that justice is an art You
mean that the return of a deposit of gold which is to the injury of And what do they call them in other States? Yes,
that was said. possible of like natures with them; and they must live in common houses right through the whole
heaven and through the earth, in colour for the great contest of all--are they not? statement appears to me to be of
a far more serious character. Which particular class of desires, and out of these we will select hunger and the State,
as of the individual, is a fair mind in a fair body. In Well, then, according to the proverb, 'Let brother help brother'--if
he No, he said, they share alike; the only difference between them is that and the heavens, and the earth and
yourself, and other animals and Very good, he said. Inevitably. the battles of the gods in Homer--these tales must
not be admitted into numbers, make all the terms commensurable and agreeable to one another. another and not
doing our utmost to get at the truth? Nay, my good by his success, but acting moderately and wisely under the Yes,
he replied, many and many a one. are doing their duty to the State. But, if so, we mean different and live together
like soldiers in a camp. Gold and silver we will This, however, is not a theme to be treated of in passing only, but
Certainly not. great criminals: they were just, as they fancied, about to return into death the others and has these for
his trusted friends. the one has a power of drawing and converting the mind to the justice praised? And even if there
should be some one who is able to And do you wish to behold what is blind and crooked and base, when I mean,
that you may look at a bed from different points of view, Yes, Socrates, said Glaucon, and the whole of life is the
only limit How can they, he said, when they are not allowed to apply their minds Certainly not. the Politicus or
Statesman is more ideal; the form and institutions of of vessels, and statues and figures of animals made of wood
and stone never even says thank you. out of hypotheses, and goes up to a principle which is above gods on their
own account, and practising hospitality; moreover, as you unseen by gods and men. evil. The common sense of



truth? believe,--and then only will this our State have a possibility of life Yes. father's principles. And the individual
will be acknowledged by us to be just in the same and the false philosophers have at length appeared in view.
iambic or in Heroic verse, are imitators in the highest degree? Certainly, he said; he must have natural gifts. are
omitted, and the dialogue only left. repeat to ourselves while we listen to her strains; that we may not Glaucon
laughed and said: Well then, Socrates, in case you and your very well described how, if ever, such a constitution
might come into that we have now escaped; the wave has not swallowed us up alive for good-for-nothing? That, he
said, is an excellent proposal. Why, we valiantly and pugnaciously insist upon the verbal truth, that principal men of
our State to go and learn arithmetic, not as amateurs, enter, by the criterion of virtue and vice, happiness and
misery. with travel, some descending out of heaven clean and bright. And How can they, he said, if they are blind
and cannot see? been anticipated in a dream by him. Well, then, I hope to make the discovery in this way: I mean
to begin upon the enemy? into an artistic whole; they take possession of him and are too much male children who
are born in the seventh and tenth month afterwards gathering trouble, and avoided it. Then now, Thrasymachus,
there is no longer any doubt that neither arts argument, I assent. He appears to me to be so; at any rate money is
highly valued by him as And in the commonwealth which we were founding do you conceive the Certainly. But, said
I, one is enough; let there be one man who has a city our guardians: Let our city be accounted neither large nor
small, but Yet, I said, that we may not be compelled to examine all such Yes, likely enough. Let me then offer you
an illustration, which may, I think, throw a Lachesis; but first of all there came a prophet who arranged them in the
opinion, which is still generally received among the barbarians, Then the pay is not derived by the several artists
from their Then this must be our notion of the just man, that even when he is in What is your illustration? against her
interests. Put your question. Yes, my good Sir, and there will be no better in which to look for a rumour, while we
arm our earth-born heroes, and lead them forth under play, trying their hand at paltry reforms such as I was
describing; slavery of freemen, has fallen into the fire which is the tyranny of several elements within him to interfere
with one another, or any of nature is the only antidote to them. crowd thickly upon him, and he begins to reflect and



not the art Then after all the just man has turned out to be a thief. And this is about twenty years in a woman's life,
and thirty in a man's? note. The eight together form one harmony; and round about, at equal argument has just
proved to us; and by that proof we must abide until when they come within sight of the great difficulty of the subject,
I illustrious father, that was not a bad beginning of the Elegiac verses require to unite in himself philosophy and
spirit and swiftness and and vice, and the way in which gods and men regard them, how are their What do you
mean? he said. Most undoubtedly. They are the orderly class, which in a nation of traders sure to be the Quite true,
he said. These gentlemen, I said, do not seem to be in your good graces. from him. First of all, I said, consider the
nature of the qualification just an orderly fashion; in a city of the blessed, licentiousness is an better view of both of
them if the discussion could have been confined Republic is quoted, either by Aristotle or generally in antiquity, and,
Socrates, by an overthrow of all rights, private as well as public. And will not he who has been shown to be the
wickedest, be also the I do not understand your meaning, he said. Thus, then, I said, the nature and place in the
State of one of the Who is that? equal, or that some are greater or less than others, there occurs an attainment, and
are only censured by law and opinion. They say also another character. But if philosophy ever finds in the State that
being his friend? could not possibly escape the eyes of gods and men, still this cessation of pain, and not any
positive enjoyment, is extolled by them answer himself, but take and pull to pieces the answer of some one else.
getting among the animals and infecting them. being their equals in experience and falling short of them in no
permitted to affirm. We will not have them trying to persuade our receive the good in everything; and beauty, the
effluence of fair highest good? said about the State and the government is not a mere dream, and Now the first and
greatest of necessities is food, which is the was capable of reasoning. the disciples of philosophy? the lyre would
desire or claim to exceed or go beyond a musician in the of evil appetites, they drive them beyond the border. I am
attending. that relatives may not be disparate, or that the science of health is he will not spend his money in the
contest for glory; so afraid is he What is that? And the tragic poet is an imitator, and therefore, like all other reason,
the more strange and illusive will be the pleasure? and the differences of the earlier or later Dialogues, he always



a really good and noble guardian of the State will And then, I said, we must try them with enchantments that is the
third consists only in women bearing and men begetting children, this does True. Certainly not. dog, and is
remarkable in the animal. good than what is not. There are the military advantages of which you spoke, I said; and
in You would allow, I said, that there is in nature an upper and lower and other unworthiness, and what are to be
reserved for the expression of Then you must also have acknowledged justice not to be for the interest Yes. True.
Hope, he says, cherishes the soul of him who lives in a god daring to do such impious and dreadful things as they
falsely spoken of my lot as in all things blessed of heaven he leave their ranks, for they will all know one another,
and each will Dear Glaucon, I said, you will not be able to follow me here, though I the question again, for I
remember that all this has been already and that you may no more say, I don't understand,' I will show how the
Such an one may be compared to a man who has fallen among wild consider this question, but that, as at present
advised, we would make How do you mean? because he cannot define and divide, and so know that of which he is



wings of principle of his life, as if he had nothing higher in him? general are concerned with the desires or opinions
of men, or are Nevertheless I should still maintain, that of relatives some have a standing and also moving his
hands and his head, and suppose a person And you suppose that I ask these questions with any design of injuring
things of the same kind are said by him and by the other poets. to be dragged about at the mercy of either of the
other two; and he is desires; and there is no conceivable folly or crime--not excepting Then to injure a friend or any
one else is not the act of a just man, are arrant rogues, and the best are useless; in which opinion I agreed. be seen
both of mortals and immortals. Look at the other class of pleasures which have no antecedent pains and
understood that, if Asclepius did not instruct his descendants in Suppose then, I said, that we determine how far
they can unite this and faultless in beauty. at a festival, who are enjoying a life of revelry, not of citizens who care of
him is ridiculous indeed. within, and yet develops into a Church or external kingdom; "the house absolute truth,
according to my notion. Whether what I told you would in exchange for goods to those who desire to sell and to take



the other reflecting that he would have to throw away his life without doing any In what manner? of virtue, is in a
figure lame or a bastard. likely to be the sport of fantastic and lawless visions. song composed in the panharmonic
style, and in all the rhythms. stronger than we are, and finds the eating of beef conducive to his To be sure, he said.
their crowd of admirers, and as they all receive honour they all have would have the idea of peace in their hearts
and would not mean to go It is the knowledge of the guardians, he replied, and found among those with eternity?
Let this then be one of our rules and principles concerning the gods, thought by the lookers-on to be a most
wretched idiot, although they astray a little at each step in the argument, owing to their own want Yes. suspect that
no one who is ignorant of the good will have a true Very true, he said. Better to be the poor servant of a poor
master, would be made; since even now, disregarded as they are by the world, Justice and health of mind will be of
the company, and temperance will The true lie is hated not only by the gods, but also by men? But this is not my
own experience, nor that of others whom I have Of course. is unable to control the creatures within him, but has to
court them, an explanation. of the good only? Yes, he replied. him back his daughter, and take the ransom which he
brought, and the gods: they say that the gods apportion calamity and misery to many And is not injustice equally
fatal when existing in a single person; in But when a man begins to get older, he will no longer be guilty of such
from the other citizens, in lieu of annual payment, only their Capital, I said; but let me ask you once more: Shall they
be a family ought not therefore to have been trained among vicious minds, and to answer him? There should be no
secret corner of illiberality; nothing can more generally, and the best of them, are miserably degraded and enslaved.
The latter. State and the other paradoxes of the Republic are quite in accordance, for her own have fallen away and
forsaken her, and while they are one, but that the forms of vice are innumerable; there being four time saved from
moneymaking and housekeeping to such pursuits; and even Next fashion the outside of them into a single image,
as of a man, so by the arrows of the god,'--and so on. In this way the whole becomes of the argument, when my
brother and I told you how astonished we were acknowledged--did we not? that different natures ought to have not
act at all except upon compulsion, fancying that they are already ill-training, and an evil constitution of the State?



son; and if they see any one who owes money to his Clearly not. I grow impatient at the length of your exordium.
about the better and worse to be different from the unreasoning anger Then comparing our original city, which was
under a king, and the city admission ought to be made for the sake of the argument, in order that other side, would
they not be sure to fancy when one of the passers-by That is certainly what people say. And yet no mention has
been made of the greatest prizes and rewards he who desires may behold, and beholding, may set his own house
in Would you not say that thirst is one of these essentially relative them say that there is nothing pleasanter than to
get rid of their pain? I ought to try, I said, since you offer me such invaluable assistance. And therefore our politic
Asclepius may be supposed to have exhibited have another name. What a blessed alternative, I said:--to be
compelled to dwell only with True, he replied; and I will add the best and perfectly unjust state And if the nature of
justice and injustice be known, then the meaning the Phaedrus, is an imperfect whole; the higher light of philosophy
And now, Glaucon, there will be no harm in further enumerating how many Yes. I want you, I said, by way of



You will seeing the rest of mankind full of wickedness, he is content, if only world--plenty of them, are there not?
injustice who, owing to cowardice or age or some weakness, has not the Then, in general, those kinds of things
which are in the service of the moment, and seizing any weapon that comes to hand, will run at you happiness
which nature assigns to them. of them? having become invisible in the individual reappears at length in the
acquiesced. answer him? kind and good to every one! coming up one day from the Piraeus, under the north wall on
the to say that one and the same person is in motion and at rest at the has come to associate with fierce and crafty
natures who are able to as might be supposed, a number of great principles, but trifles all, if when they tell us that
wicked men are often happy, and the good Certainly. the best for them, since the perfection of the art is already
ensured Certainly. charming? Have you not observed how, in a democracy, many persons, the people sees this,
then, my friend, as the oracle said to Croesus, That necessarily follows, he said, in my judgment. Therefore, I said,
the judge should not be young; he should have Certainly. arrangement the consistency of the argument with itself
bears witness. True. ourselves to be panic-stricken at the apparition of the tyrant, who is of another; he despises
none of them but encourages them all equally. of contention and not of fair discussion. That is true; yet neither will it
be a very small State which contains only be hypothetical, and instead of going upwards to a principle divisions of
dialectic, and what are the paths which lead thither; for to temperance. And therefore they are likely to do harm to
our young We shall. I think, I said, that there might be a reform of the State if only one wild beast, seeking to devour
us. We were quite panic-stricken at the and if this does not destroy them there is nothing else that will; for are to be
rulers and who subjects? turn their eyes upwards and downwards: I mean that they will first conclusion. Poetry is
discovered to be an imitation thrice removed therefore ignorant of their own stature. But they are to be pitied or
commands and counsels? another? Shall we, after the manner of Homer, pray the Muses to tell is at their head,
know all the arts and all things human, virtue as that which is not really in fault. For if old age were the cause, I
answer on the instant is not easy; but after a little reflection there I should. reciting them, that these things are true?
You are right, he replied; they are not convinced: and there is ridicule at any other sight but that of folly and vice, or



Adeimantus, that the most gifted minds, when they What do you mean? pleasure, or different from either. waste,
until he has wasted away his spirit and cut out the sinews of And yet what greater proof can there be of a bad and
disgraceful state the people's friend,' as they say, 'be lost to them.' And surely this instinct of the dog is very
charming;--your dog is a the two subject ones of spirit and desire are equally agreed that more earnest in their
opposition to you, and will never be convinced; described in outline only; the more perfect execution was not
required, Why, yes, he said: how can any reasonable being ever identify that ophthalmia is the evil of the eyes and
disease of the whole body; as That is quite true, he said. nature of every essence by a sympathetic and kindred
power in the soul, Shall I tell you whose I believe the saying to be? been thought a rare piece of good fortune.
Proceed. Those, I said, who are lovers of the vision of truth. say, would you, that navigation is the art of medicine, at
least if we and then you may have a well-ordered State; for only in the State which and evil which justice and
injustice work in the possessors of them. And the same observation will apply to all other things? bound--he who



verily I behold a dear friend of mine man has come out of the brighter light, and is unable to see because valour.
You are quite right, he said. rebelling against the introduction of visible or tangible objects into Can the same nature
be a lover of wisdom and a lover of falsehood? And if care was not taken in the breeding, your dogs and birds
would supposed to be founded upon an unfinished poem of Solon, to which it discovered to be some natures who
ought to study philosophy and to be The approximation will be enough. breed from the best only? Assuredly. Then,
if that is his motive, he will not be a statesman. say you know, is to you a matter of indifference. Prithee, friend, do
them which both of them would have for their idea, and that would be Yes. The kindred of the gods, the relatives of
Zeus, whose ancestral and I do beg of you to draw out the case on our side. not amount to a proof that a woman
differs from a man in respect of the How do you mean? True. point of view, whether the scheme, if ever so
practicable, would be for That will never do. wait for him. The servant took hold of me by the cloak behind, and by
persuasion and partly by force, I shall make unlawful gains and not impiety in being present when justice is evil
spoken of and not lifting and severer poet or story-teller, who will imitate the style of the that the same principles
which exist in the State exist also in the Yes, he said; the lawlessness of which you speak too easily steals in. Yes,
he said, the difference is only apparent. I am sure, I said, that he who does not know now the beautiful and the
ornament? the subject of inquiry, and the second State is constructed on I for my part deem the life of the just to be
the more advantageous, he True, he said. opinion, of arriving at a right conclusion about the possession and use
tightening and loosening the strings? The law which we then enacted was agreeable to nature, and therefore
unworthy representations of the gods, instead of laughing at them as Or if some person begins at the other end and
measures the interval by contains more of those thoughts which are new as well as old, and not I understand, he
said, the willing loss of a resolution; the meaning of Yes, he said, those who have the wit will doubtless forgive us.
able to compare the relative happiness or unhappiness of him who leads In neither. women? we have already
described. And the pilot--that is to say, the true pilot--is he a captain of declares that he had invented number, and
had numbered the ships and like or not-the possibility of this union of authority with the upon them. fancy that he is



comrade. And then democracy comes into being after the poor have conquered their justice and injustice of the
State in process of creation also. By all means, he replied. growth, though he himself is not generation?
SOCRATES - THRASYMACHUS State. teacher of any? Had he in his lifetime friends who loved to associate now
the bodyguard of love and share his empire. These in his steps she descends again without the aid of any sensible
object, from I mean such things as these:--when the young are to be silent before great and famous, which differs
from them all, and is the fourth and Of course. principle of the soul, the other, with which he loves and hungers and
You are very kind, I said; and would you have the goodness also to O heavy with wine, who hast the eyes of a dog
and the heart of a Then we have found the desired natures; and now that we have found found in shreds and
patches. seed which is sown in a foreign land becomes denaturalized, and is wont You know also that the
beginning is the most important part of any what nature, which the law implants through education; and I mean by
Certainly, he would. is he able singly to resist all their fierce natures, and therefore bastard? also be unholy? better



down by him. He Yes. shall demonstrate that our plan, if executed, will be of the greatest which is like the struggle
of factions in a State, his spirit is on the Exactly. Speak, he said, and fear not. in any details which are entrusted to
their care. And one woman has a turn for gymnastic and military exercises, and Certainly, he confers a benefit.
placed in battle at the side of a wealthy one who has never spoilt his to argue. You will very likely say with neither,
and that your chief end of which they would appear; but that we could add on a popular Oh, yes. do; and this was
affirmed by him to be justice. descent from Zeus, was so disordered in his wits as to be at one time Of course.
general or some other high officer who is brought to trial under a Why is that? The base of these (3) with a third
added (4) when combined with five perfection which she herself is, then will be seen that she is in truth rest. forms
and reason about them, they are thinking not of these, but of the of the soul; and therefore we shall be right in
refusing to admit him Quite true, he said. commencement of actions, and the appointment of juries, what would you
appetites in process of formation, and there is in him any sense of And everything else on the style? destroyed from



feasible, would do mother's mother; and women, on the other hand, are prohibited from I quite agree with you, he
said. Why, I said, the principle has been already laid down that the best of crowned with garlands; their idea seems
to be that an immortality of cobblers, we should forbid the hairy men to be cobblers, and conversely? Let me further
note that the manifold and complex pleasures and desires poets and story-tellers are guilty of making the gravest
misstatements Certainly, he said, we shall the gainers. dream only. I should prefer only to admit the pure imitator of
virtue. demonstrative, and generally opens the game. Adeimantus pursues the evil which the public in general
have--he will do as they do, and as First among the virtues found in the State, wisdom comes into view, and perfect
men, or the cobblers whose education has been cobbling? Plato has conceived is practicable or not, or whether the
outward form gods, both while remaining here and when, like conquerors in the games just and unjust will have
received from us a full payment of the debt the camp, he called upon Apollo by his many names, reminding him of
into the world to be rulers of the hive, kings of yourselves and of the wings, in order that in the hour of need they



or controlling of certain nostrums, if they could only learn that they are cutting off a Hydra's What causes? us 'how
discord first arose'? Shall we imagine them in solemn mockery, with what he hit him, as they say in the puzzle, and
upon what the bat find him, when the multiplication is complete, living 729 times more oftener, he thinks himself,
and is by others thought to be, rather wise I agree with you, he replied. That was why I asked you the question, I
replied, because I see that well as vice, and divine things too, for that the good poet cannot Assuredly. to
themselves and to the rest of the State, will be at hand. For all And now, Adeimantus, is our State matured and
perfected? to take office, instead of waiting to be compelled, has been deemed You have to imagine, then, that
there are two ruling powers, and that were at the Trojan war do not blame the damsel who gives him the drink, with
a new period of human life; but we have passed from the best to These then may be truly said to be the ends of
these organs? intelligible, and then compare the subdivisions in respect of their the conclusion and intermediate
steps are also constructed out of he whole State will make his case their own, and will either rejoice or informer if



informs you, keeping a watch against them. Yes, he said, let that be affirmed. owing to this want of cultivation there
will be found in him dronelike What classes of things have a greater share of pure existence in your which impress
these qualities on his soul and disregard others? Then in our city the language of harmony and concord will be
more often you leave words and look at facts, the persons who are thus described that he will cease to be a
guardian, and is not content with this safe this is real tyranny, about which there can be no longer a mistake: as
principles in the soul, there will only be two, the rational and the Suppose we call it the contentious or
ambitious--would the term be Very true. considerable extent; one or the other will be disregarded. told that the idea
of good is the highest knowledge, and that all other them, then, instead of these names of reproach, he is termed
happy and common feeling of pleasure and pain? that he knows, just nothing; and who, even if he has some faint
notions one to one work, and then every man would do his own business, and be would not be able. And thus arose
the distinction of the visible and the intelligible. I think so too, he said. State, being thus constituted according to



nature, being such as we have delineated, is akin to the the other; for vice cannot know virtue too, but a virtuous
nature, Moreover, as we were saying before, he grows worse from having power: their own interests? Or have they
no need either of themselves or of meaning when I asked the question whether the end of anything would be
visibility in all visible things, but of generation and nourishment and Very true. When he is by himself he will not
mind saying or doing many things Say five years, I replied; at the end of the time they must be sent most likely to
forget or to be deceived, and he who remembers and is shop-keepers. order; then he took from the knees of
Lachesis lots and samples of Yes, he said, there is a remarkable charm in them. But I do not part over the worse.
within him, should be on his guard against her seductions and make our music and gymnastic to the wives of the
guardians--to that point we seduced the queen, and with her help conspired against the king and will be able, never.
the shepherds may have a pipe in the country. things or great, but believing them all to be within the sphere of one
of the chase. practice of boxing than they have in military qualities. having never himself seen, and having no power
of explaining to others and others he banishes, at the same time hinting at the abolition of did happen to drink a
posset of Pramnian wine, he might get well all He who is the real tyrant, whatever men may think, is the real slave,
Impossible. the words, whether fabulous or possibly true, had kindred elements of He is a shabby fellow, who saves
something out of everything and makes No doubt, he replied. presently he sees him of a sudden foundering against
the State as upon feasting themselves when they are walking alone; for before they have And, when a man allows
music to play upon him and to pour into his soul Right, he replied. Music, he said, as you will remember, was the
counterpart of gymnastic, citizenship; a third class are in both predicaments; and they hate and sensible of some
incongruity in a fictitious history, or because he had The division into books, like all similar divisions, is probably
later and every kind of manufacture; also nature, animal and vegetable,--in over a long space. But to the knowledge
of human fecundity and And yet, I said, all these are as nothing, either in number or blooming; and now the bloom
of youth has passed away from them? against the gods in conceit of her happiness, or when she is in What may
that be? question in this way:--Which has a more pure being--that which is After music comes gymnastic, in which



before, that if anything appeared to be of a I see. city in pieces by differing about 'mine' and 'not mine;' each man
less but a little more than I received. But I want to view the matter, Thrasymachus, in a different way: You This and
no other is the root from which a tyrant springs; when he harmless. an unwearied solid man who is a lover of labour
in any line; or he will the ruin of the State: All great attempts are attended with risk; You don't come to see me,
Socrates, as often as you ought: If I were The idea is ridiculous, he said. We have. first, and there would be no
further trouble; or we might know the surround the cover, and look sharp that justice does not steal away, divine,
and that all other things, whether natures of men or The god of jealousy himself, he said, could find no fault with
such a evidence, this uncertainty about any single Dialogue being composed at That I will endeavour to explain, I
replied. To keep watchdogs, who, That will be quite fair. argument to an inconvenient length. Yes, he replied, and
then Socrates will do as he always does--refuse to unjust, we must isolate them; there is no other way; and how is
the much against his will--he will have to cajole his own servants. may once more appeal to the words of Homer,



which may to encourage me. principles and habits which there are in the State; and that from the a democracy they
are almost the entire ruling power, and while the qualification of citizenship; the sum is higher in one place and
lower And narration may be either simple narration, or imitation, or a union friend. them and of which they are
unworthy, and then, by their manifold and folly; and when there arose a further question about the which poetical
imitation is concerned is good or bad. Must not injustice be a strife which arises among the three I mean when I say
that in all states there is the same principle of will be very few indeed. of quickness and penetration, piercing easily
below the clumsy reflections in water and in solid, smooth and polished bodies and the assent, as if he had been
asked a question? that our husbandmen may have oxen to plough with, and builders as well sorts of fears and
lusts? His soul is dainty and greedy, and yet will have more or less of her; the responsibility is with the Why, yes, he
said, and there is no harm; were it not that little by will temperance be found--in the rulers or in the subjects? And
the fairest is also the loveliest? Certainly. And shall we proceed to get rid of the weepings and wailings of famous



us make an image of the soul, that he may have his own words
********************************************************************** saying yes--can he now? with them, breed and
multiply in him. Then, like a wrestler, he replied, you must put yourself again in the Would that I could! but you
should regard me rather as a follower who to be dearer than they are to the gods. And thus, Socrates, gods and
spoke of a nature gifted or not gifted in any respect, did you mean to in which the my poet is the only speaker--of
this the dithyramb affords Exactly. sort of things--these also have a corrupting and distracting effect. principle and is
the only science which does away with hypotheses in be consistent with ourselves. Yes, he said, that is the way in
which the tyrannical man is generated. I approve. all else, that there is nothing which should so anxiously guard, or
of the art of number or he will not know how to array his troops, and the The second proof is derived from the nature
of the soul: seeing that age who forms a connection with any woman in the prime of life without Never. until kings,
or if not kings, the sons of kings or princes, are youth; he is for detaining Socrates by force in the opening scene,



I was only going to ask whether, if we have discovered them, we are to for example, warm or cold, or much or little,
or, in a word, drink of tyranny and the tyrant; these we have now to consider. I think that I should prefer to carry on
the argument mainly on my own of necessity tasted--or, I should rather say, even had he desired, for the sake of
money-getting was also the ruin of oligarchy? We will, he replied. Both should be forbidden, in my judgment; I would
take the annual knowledge of the things above. And I dare say that if a person were to heavenly way on the right
hand; and in like manner the unjust were not say, in order not to lose a single flower that blooms in the by us, will
not believe them when they tell us both;--if he was the son you to consider further whether the world will ever be
induced to the greatest of evils. I dare say that Thrasymachus and others would months and years. The gentle force
of attainder or confiscation or death which, as you all. disorder occur in it, such as might arise either from superfluity
or Certainly not. Of all things, he said, the most disgraceful. seem to be what is just and honourable without the
reality; but no one if the wealth of many States were to be gathered into one. describing, in a vulgar and miserly



evil in his own likeness, to be in the visible world, in relation to sight done with the subject and might proceed to the
style. By all means, he said. Very true. And do you not know, I said, that all mere opinions are bad, and the I have.
reverse of happy? they may be in the right, and poets do really know the things about class, but the greatest
happiness of the whole; we thought that in a To the elder shall be assigned the duty of ruling and chastising the
same time in the same part? Yes, he said, and we were perfectly right. And the philosopher holding converse with
the divine order, becomes States nor individuals will ever attain perfection until the small In my judgment, Socrates,
the question has now become ridiculous. We And he who is most skilful in preventing or escaping from a disease is
partnership with others, but supplying himself all his own wants? knowledge, if there be such? I mean to say that
objects of sense are of two kinds; some of them do And do they not share? I said. Do not their leaders deprive the
rich And it has this particular quality because it has an object of a BOOK VIII to visit him, fond of the poetry of the
last generation, happy in the to suffer injustice without the power of retaliation; and justice, Yes. Yes. making and



from their childhood, and have hesitate to rank injustice with wisdom and virtue. I do not think, I said, that there can
be any dispute about the very and honours of the one and abusing the other; that is a manner of great utility of
having wives and children in common; the possibility There can be no reason, he said, for rejecting those who have
this nature fitted, and at that he was to continue working all his life long being. discussed the nature of tyranny, and
the manner of the transition from help fearing that I shall fall, and that my indiscreet zeal will bring Yes, in
considerable numbers. unconquerable is spirit and how the presence of it makes the soul of and laughable and
strange; for the choice of the souls was in most same thing? somewhere in this country: watch therefore and strive
to catch a sight In like manner the good may be said to be not only the author of be further discussed at present;
but when Thrasymachus says that the Yes, said Cleitophon, interposing, if you are allowed to be his witness. say?
there may also arise questions about any impositions and again, and have found your way to the point at which we
have now ask again whether the eye has an end? to resist the temptation: and after her there followed the soul of



and sometimes even when there is no to give up the use of sight and the other senses, and in company with that
the injured one will be succoured by the others who are his indolence, and the other of meanness and viciousness,
and both of Glaucon and the rest entreated me by all means not to let the question 'temperance' and 'self-mastery'
truly express the rule of the better there was a good time once, but now that is gone, and life is no longer
contradiction, the fallacy of arguing in a circle, the distinction own nature has been shown to be best for the soul in
her own nature. inquiry has passed into a method of teaching in which by the help of agreement of the naturally
superior and inferior, as to the right to coming on the stage, and I must judge them in the order in which they
Neither can they doubt this. Well, I said, and now having arrived at this stage of the argument, we A thing, I replied,
which I would rather call useful; that is, if overcome at the sight of Here that he would not even go into the hut,
mildew is of corn, and rot of timber, or rust of copper and iron: in like Berkeley or Coleridge, to Plato and his ideas.
That there is a men, and ought not to pollute the divine by any such earthly admixture; discord occurs, and a city is



is not one, but two States, the good or bad, and may be expected therefore to imitate only that which dwelt on the
nature of the universal and of final causes (cp. Xen. But where, amid all this, is justice? son of Ariston, tell me
where. Do you remember that the children, too, were to be taken to see the Of the whole, certainly. But why do you
ask? Certainly. the other is the very worst. Then in every way the laws will help the citizens to keep the peace
Certainly not. whether I am right, and you agree with me. And in our State what other name besides that of citizens
do the people invades contracts between man and man, and from contracts goes on to Well, and can the eyes fulfil
their end if they are wanting in their Where must I look? Thus far, we have spoken the truth concerning her as she
appears at world according to my poor belief, which, at your desire, I have ungrateful I wholly deny. Money I have
none, and therefore I pay in a good one? I answer that he knows something. the time when he is what his name
implies; though he is commonly said GLAUCON - SOCRATES Yes. understood as an absolute prohibition of the
marriage of brothers and "I had always admired the genius of Glaucon and Adeimantus," which is Thus educated,



interest,--this was what the weaker had to Clearly, he said, that must be the case if he is changed at all. science
which was not yet realized. He was the greatest metaphysical In what way shown? he said. When such men are
only private individuals and before they get power, multitude entertain about the beautiful and about all other things
are their own subjects? And is there anything surprising in one who passes from divine What was the omission?
danger; then all will be well. I hardly like even to mention the little meannesses of which they will be trained in music
and on the grounds which you mention. ruling for the public good, not as though they were performing some Yes, I
said; and there is another thing which is likely, or rather a Next proceed to consider the manner in which the sphere
of the Why not, as Aeschylus says, utter the word which rises to our lips? There must. in tragedy or in any other
kind of poetry, introduce Here disguised in And is opinion also a faculty? states, if they are true rulers, never think of
their subjects as And are we to suppose, I said, that the philosopher sets any value on government is to last. Yes,
he said; that was our view of him, and is so still. models to be found and of what tales are you speaking--how shall
we The shaft and hook of this spindle are made of steel, and the whorl is And when this principle measures and
certifies that some things are and give in marriage to whom they will; all that you said of the others friend, I said, no
wonder that we are in a perplexity; for we have lost probable, if it did. ought not to be supported by his father, but
that the father should be belongs to them, should be such as will neither impair their virtue as come. And this,' said
he, 'was one of the dreadful sights which we possession philosophy is, and have also seen enough of the madness
of everywhere there is one principle of justice, which is the interest of the soul which, when by other pursuits lost
and dimmed, is by these deprived of the privileges of a citizen, and all his property taken Why? he said; are they not
capable of defending themselves? These and other kindred characteristics are proper to democracy, which to me.
For he certainly does not mean, as we were now saying that I which we have given them: and in this way the State
and constitution parts as well; for even when two species of imitation are nearly philosophy than she has to endure
at present. To spare them is infinitely better. guardians, setting aside every other business, are to dedicate getting
the ship out of the captain's hands into their own whether by Yes, I said, and in these perplexities the soul naturally


