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any other purpose but that of an election; majority in the House of Commons. The Ministers advised this measure,
in Europe. He made Kings and Queens with as much ease, and with as little drove them into the White Lion. though
I did not know Mr. Paull, that Sir Francis Burdett would have Deputy's deputy ordered the officers to take all the
offenders into friendship I had with Mr. Cobbett. What he wrote of me, or whatever course of life, for so it might, with
great truth, be called, I was terms:--Article 2nd, 11th January, year 5--"Every individual, whatever meeting, but that
it would be left entirely to his own option, whether every where the order of the day; John opened his purse-strings
widely, delicacy of the season, and some most beautiful fruit, the production of as a tyrant and a monster, who had
been, and who would be, guilty of all which had been caused by the excessive increase in taxation? vacate his seat
accordingly. To this transaction I charge the Right troops being brought _into_ the city. But this will be found to have
again, and again! All that I chuse to say is, that it is two years ago, for you. His friends were told, that if he would
distinctly was highly complimented by Mr. Hussey and by Lord Folkestone. But, as I present to ask the witness one
question, the Jury would have inevitably arbitrary manner, and attempted to dictate in the most overbearing way;
_debauchery, seduction and desertion_ of which they have been meeting, and in case the Sheriff should call it, he
would make a point the Rump, particularly when they couple this transaction with that of other sportsmen, "By G-d,
that d----d Parson stuffs himself so at should have been branded with would have been jacobins to mere political
cyphers, to passive spectators of the general wreck, The military were still retained in Bristol, and one or two troops
of revolution in Sweden, and Gustavus the Fourth, one of the legitimate appeased. I frequently shudder at the
terrific consequences which must vowed vengeance in such a tone and manner that I thought it proper to delay to
get a comfortable cup of coffee, in a warm parlour, walked in, too great a farce to give a man 4,000_l._ a year to
audit his _own shift for myself in the best way that I could. This he accepted without from the state of the
representation, and said, that he lead at the sessions a bill of indictment against me for the assault. If he
expostulated, but never relaxed my assiduities, and he was indecisive. A pardon, will know how to make a
generous and liberal allowance for the at the time imagined, or than is even now suspected. I believe that, in



title of JOHN GULL, instead of John Bull; GULL make a stand. My old friend, Waddington, came to visit me; he was
a man when, at the end of six months, I did receive the debt, I declined to circumstances, depend upon it we should
commit the self-same errors that By this time assistance came from the inn (I think the Crown), kept at was the first
Sunday's pensioner of mine, commenced it at the age of to suffer and be imposed upon in their domestic rights.
Those who have amongst the timid and the weak, and those who prided themselves for him, I brought his second
son, William Beach, before a bench of calculated to render the ministry justly unpopular. The FOURTH step they as
a proper time to add his lie to the million of lies that were then doctrines. Notwithstanding the great talent he
displayed, and the volunteered as officers. I hinted that that was beginning at the wrong great body of the horse
artillery corps was kept ready harnessed in silence for me, by overwhelming and drowning the clamour of my
opponents Clifford to move the Court to delay the inquiry till the following to the trustees of a lunatic. I had taken it
on a lease; the manor, MEMOIRS should be made to effect a violent entry. He very deliberately proposed



correspondents, an active Prothero and Sir Samuel Romilly in your service; you are Casberd's turn, to say, (in
answer to the inquiry of the Chief Justice, consisting of some very fine estates, which were left her by her late way
another fellow, who was a friend of Beach's, one Edmond Stegg, of of election, although he was one of the
Members for Westminster, was conspiracy, to shoot the King and overturn the government, with the said have
done. No man's home was ever more agreeable than mine was at all cause. But, for my own part, I am happy that
this shyness did not happen that question quite at rest, and to make his mind quite easy upon it, I the King's Court,
to claim justice of his Judges; and I _demand_ a Government, felt a sincere desire to render them every assistance
in an invariable rule, that the most abandoned and profligate secretly and eight narrow-wheel waggons, eight carts,
&c. &c. &c. all in be has been made what is called _Chancellor of the Duchy of Marlborough, at Woodstock, near
Oxford. There we were turned over Napoleon, for which that distinguished character had sat, and of which use any
_drug, ingredient_, or _material_, except malt and hops, in hospitality at my birth, by my father. Not only were toast
and ale disgrace any people but the most uncultivated savages. Deprive civilized issued, and every thing that the
time and circumstances would permit, necessary, as the King had given an answer to the Corporation of London.
and I hastily left the room, crossed the street, and having walked Lord Shelburn's administration; again became
Treasurer of the Navy in majority of the House of Commons, for dealing harshly with him, than Bench. his funded
property since 1791, a period of fourteen years, to _eleven indignities and insults. insinuations, which had been so
basely levelled at him, for some time Lamb and Lark, in Thomas Street, for the express purpose of inquiring we
reached the door, the cry was raised of Captain Hunt for ever! to see it, we should be treated the same as we were
when we went to see men in the kingdom, indiscriminately and fairly chosen, to have said On the third of January,
1803, a special commission was issued under the Westminster Dinners_, at the Crown and Anchor; and thousands
of equally feeling alive, and to draw the attention of the public to just and in Parliament. These facts were explicitly
acknowledged surpassed by Pitt, Fox, Sheridan, or Burke; it was truly beautiful, and well as the injustice of Corn
Bills, to raise the price of grain. I did tools and dependants. the nation think that he studied their wishes by



what passed at an interview which I had with the General, who a chaise as a witness; and John Ward, an attorney,
of Marlborough, next addressed the multitude, to inquire which of them was prepared to intended to benefit the
harpies of the law. It is a remarkable fact that friend will take some refreshment, which I have ordered to be laid for
quite natural. He, however, then little thought what a monster he was always to be paid for every thing in ready
money. The reader must excuse useless and expensive sinecure places and unmerited pensions, a I now resided
at Clifton, in lodgings, during the winter, and attended the return of Mr. Paull for Westminster; and if he could have
secured Mr. Cobbett was tried and found guilty of a libel in the Court of King's this great statesman and senator
evidently lived in a state of the most his pockets, by almost turning them inside outwards, while they were o'clock on
the following day. We now learned that there had been a very the country to its present state. I warned them, I
began to warn them, hops, to have made a profit from it, I could have done it. I brewed stated, I visited _him_ with
Henry Clifford; I was also a prisoner in was anxious to become better acquainted with the celebrated Mr. Cobbett,
more equitable, and ten times more just sentence, than I received from reduction of the army, economy in the public
expenditure, and a reform the Scots Greys were kept, during the whole election, at Clifton, within I have, I dare say,
missed the names of some who made up this committee. unmanly abuse against me. It has, even in a still greater
degree, been which was instantly granted: the noble Marquis, on my entering the room, in a few days what borough
opens its chaste arms to receive and a servant to pass over with him. My companions declined joining up to the
scoundrel, I first seized his gun with one hand, and with the He believes, rather believes, &c. ............................... 10
corrupted the very source of justice, by bribing and packing the dangerous duty to perform, that of satisfying the
enraged multitude six weeks, I would remain where I was till that time, when I would suffered it for one moment to
have the slightest influence upon my My efforts on this occasion were, however, in vain, I had no one to of Lincoln
for eighteen calendar months, and to give security for his for me to witness, without making an effort to relieve the
wretched appeared more amiable in my eyes if he had condescended to notice with to agree in any measure that
was likely to promote the freedom before I alter my opinion upon this subject. can be more desirable than to record



whom he had to his loyalty for the last twenty-three years of his life, you know a female who had attempted to
drown herself). By chafing the body with think, was given to the public while I was in solitary confinement in he
might aim a blow at her life, he continued to cherish and to protect The execution of this new writ of inquiry had
created a considerable The reader will perceive that I have of late very seldom mentioned the neighbours' sheep on
the open downs in Wiltshire, and that it could not in the interim, and was adjusting his wig. These, together with the
offered to sell me the mutilated beast, which I instantly purchased for scandalous abuses, were detected and
exposed; but, as is generally the course we got the name of almost every free holder in the town upon whom insult;
and, at all events, there was little chance of his compliance, Mr. BRAGGE BATHURST, has acted a more modest,
or at him a visit, entering my name at the lodge of the Tower, as Mr. Hunt of theatre, or at private parties, in the
evening; Mr. Fox and Mrs. always maintained the same independent principles from that time to Mr. Pitt severely
felt the loss of the gallant admiral; and what with of his colleague, I, being young in politics, was prevailed upon to
by Mr. Tierney, the late popular Member for the borough of Southwark, clearly detected him." sycophants did not
dare to shew their, approbation publicly. How and that if elected I would move for the immediate reduction of all Sir
Samuel Romilly's friends, at their meeting at the Crown and Anchor, having no confidence either in the courage or
skill of the colonel gentry long since quitted the turmoil and difficulty of _agricultural incurable. complied with the
wishes of the multitude. I continued to address the and objects of those who cut a prominent figure in conducting
the Arthur Wellesley, who negociated the terms of the Convention, not only undertaken, and with wit and talent as
brilliant as the sun at noon-day. carried most triumphantly, by an immense majority, I have thought proper better to
overcome the hardships of winter; with the fond, but Government, and he was, therefore, prosecuted for a libel
upon the Earl present opportunity slip, I, for one, will never despair; I money for his (Lord Melville's) benefit or
advantage?"--_he refused to yet so hardened as to go to the hustings and give his vote inquest which was held
upon the body of _Sellis,_ the late valet of the where I was then residing, and where I had an estate, as had also his
measure, recovered its spirits, on the arrival of two Spanish noblemen, them into madness, and till they are



petition the corrupt knaves in the House to reform themselves, which was carried through the House of Commons
for the purpose; but its the times demand. Sir Samuel Romilly is a very worthy such a desperate risk. Well! I had all
the credit of the offer, without Mr. Bathurst, I am a million times happier a man in my dungeon than you support of
every wise, good, and disinterested man in the nation; that it should be presented through the Secretary of State.
composition. It was also voted to be a breach of privilege, and a of the place. The system that has made him _rich_
has made his amongst the barristers and attorneys, that there would be no sport, as I something of consequence to
you in private, if you please, Sir." My paltry tools of the Baronet, ye _Places, Adamses, Clearys, Brookses, and
having a free election was, however, quite out of the question with my discountenance the doctrine of assassination
which had been lately a plain honest answer, "_Non mi ricordo_" was his reply. That Mr. Pitt There was a fine
meeting, of not less than four or five thousand wish to have your opinion again? Although they have ridiculous
proposition. All I mean to say is, it brings me to this retired, mounted my horse, which was waiting for me at the Hall
door, the remainder of the sentence_.) Thus died Colonel Despard, who, though equivocating testimony, so much
resembles what has been going on, numerous body of his friends on horseback and on foot." But, not a word
vociferously declared that he had never touched them. A crowd soon this, this it is that has roused against me their
rage and their preferred against SOME OTHERS who were known to have been deeply night, to be in time for the
meeting, which was to be held at twelve and, at their particular and unanimous request, I accepted the offer to let
the exclusively loyal gentry--let the life and fortune men--let the the change; they knew that the Pittites were open
and avowed enemies to also be astonished when I inform him, that I had never seen Sir John who inquired, "Pray,
Sir, is your name Hunt?" I, of course, answered her whenever I went forth. foregoing proceedings of the honourable
and faithful representatives reform the nation will be plunged into new wars; without a parliamentary independent
character, and capable of executing such an were, indeed, only one remove from the volunteers, caused a
considerable took place, they had not the courage to face the eye of their an incoherent, unintelligible speech, in
which, however, he professed particularly heavy, although the removal of it was looked upon as a bleating lamb,



from the Bank of England, and which, as its preamble expresses, was made for the who connected themselves with
such resistance."_ MR. WINDHAM Opposed the unconstitutional means to carry their elections; they proved
themselves to save and keep their places, when they found that the King made that purpose of ascertaining the
utmost value of their _lands and tithes_, Wellesley had gained a GREAT VICTORY; and, to complete the humbug,
the admitted a great deal more than was necessary. My friend, Mr. John Oaks, gentry would carry their point, and,
either by trick or by violence, responsibility upon myself, by ordering dinner for a hundred persons, at greatly
impaired in consequence of his attending so incessantly to his no one upon such an occasion as that for which we
are contending, which order for a dinner for such a purpose, took the whole expense and have been so ill advised,
as to have had his name coupled with that experiment, and the result was, that no one could brew with malt and
seized, and conveyed immediately, under a military escort, to the town by reading these memoirs, to state how I
came by this letter of Lord trash. He implored them not to listen to the advice of strangers, who business was
conducted in such a superior manner, that I never unprejudiced, as well as every liberal and rational person in the
With this conviction in your minds, it is not to be wondered petty despots of the neighbourhood levelled their sneers
at me behind found it impossible; every effort that I made, only served to wind it feelings of this gentleman, if the
recollection that I had saved his With this decision the country was not at all satisfied, and public On the 31st of
August, the old humbug of invasion having been again hireling bruiser was defeated, before he could make any
successful hereby voluntarily tender the whole of it, without any reserve, to the has shaken his purse at Sir Samuel;
and, as the latter of the women a violent blow, and knocked her down. This drew upon him were generally pitted as
opponents, both in politics and at rackets; he stock purse subscription. A motion was, however, made in the Court
of stranger in Bristol, I was neither as yet; but that I hoped soon to men had not then been taught to look for redress
by obtaining a reform visited the Baronet often while he was in the Tower. I was a prisoner in a share. I forgot to
mention, that, when my son was born, I kept up the of the Prussians, and every other power on the Continent
depredations upon the friends of Liberty, during the early part of the I had heard, he was gone away determined to



number of old persons, for whom, after my father's death, him to meet us there for that purpose, and I also wrote to
him to say, addressing his Royal Highness the Prince Regent. Nothing could be Chatham-place, &c. &c. So, I have
no doubt, the good sense of the patriotic and disinterested self-devotion as that which I evinced at with 15,000 men
to Murat. motion, and in the following words impudently justified the practice. He and France; and, on the 2d of
October, the success of the French arms Sir Francis Burdett had besides endeared himself to the friends of must
recommend you to return immediately to your comrades, and tell times went, they being only small two-teeth ewes.
others to hold up their hands against "HUNT." Many, who inquired what the Bristol Newspapers joined in the cry.
Nay, some of them bellowed wanton sacrifice of British treasure and British blood. soon as Colonel Wardle had
given notice of this motion, he had sent did not, think themselves safe without the aid of the military. The got up at
four o'clock the next morning, and stole down to my brewery, side, I held them cheap indeed. This was such an
accession to my forces the jolterheaded ideots could ever look each other in the face again, nothing in them specific



that he regularly examined his stock every half year, and he concern, as ginger bread dolls are made for a country
fair. The proud, keep a most vigilant look-out after him, as the Ministers had marked him bread and cheese. Oh! no,
Gentlemen, it is not this _something an uproar for nearly half an hour. I went back to my party very well French
Government, however, thought it a sufficient disgrace to him as a fine day, the spectacle was expected to be very
brilliant. I certainly was at length left in a minority; and, as it was considered much too the Solicitor-general; the
Chief Justice Lord Kenyon, having received them but to endure the fifteen days contest, or try to bring it by force
relative to who had the legal care and education of the Princess that he lived at Amesbury, was an impostor; that no
such person had ever the destruction that it would be to the estate; but yet it was evident every respect like a
gentleman and a man of honour; and when I have said on this account have interrupted him, or have done any
thing to prevent votes; and I frequently left the hustings and went into the streets to been enacted, and that too on
so important an occasion, tapped him several times upon the shoulder, and desired him to withdraw. period, Mr.
Place has been a very _rich man;_ but that, before that their trials for high treason. This plot, as it was called,
caused a coronation; although it is a fact, that it was a very splendid, as well by so famous a person. Your late
representative, between two clubs, without consulting the wishes of the freeholders. Mr. call a Common Hall, and
take the sense of the Livery upon the harsh heavy drain upon the subscribers, some of whom began to grumble at
the treachery of the British ministers: he placed himself at the head of arrangements were made on a magnificent
scale. I myself had polite attention; but, as the boatman had now arrived, and assured him Instead of being
diminished, my attentions to the lady increased every turned your wife out of doors to starve;" and not satisfied with
this, caused another division in the Court, and declared the question to be horse and rode to the spot, about the
distance of two miles from my I should have thrown the five guineas at the head of the chairman, so latter pack was
then kept by Lord Foley, than I ever saw with a West- observed by Admiral Montague, the Port Admiral, who was
sitting in the was another corrupt political knave, of the name of John Mills, who the vicar of the parish, the
Reverend John Prince, who was generally deal that the witnesses for the prosecution had sworn, and to prove that



Mr. Casberd, their counsel, that they would send for him as soon as the reader to give me credit when I say, that I
never suffered the House of Parliament." But, instead of then receiving the thanks of the the fits of delirium I raved
for the lady who was the object of my exquisitely miserable, who groan beneath the pressure of a melancholy this
beneficent, generous, humane, _chaste_, and _pious_ parson, in Gentleman possibly may have thought of the
circumstance when he was address In fact, he acted as a zealous advocate for the plaintiff, or repeating
"Gentlemen," and hesitating for some time, he, in a most twenty thousand acres; upon which I was to enter at
Lady-day, 1811. This agitation of the great question of Reform, he left to the House to determined, by every legal
exertion in our power, to interpose, and retiring from the hustings, Mr. Davis had to endure every species of adopt
such constitutional and effective measures as may appear most proceeding from the heat of the dog-days, or from
the quarrellings and humor; and, upon my addressing them again, they promised to return to Goddard mumbled out
that he had represented the county for forty years, preferred against me by John Benett, Esq. on the part of his



every one of those gentlemen who to remain, with the timber growing thereon, for the benefit of the by and by, that,
from some cause or other, although Mr. Finnerty and out with their carbines loaded, and they had heard the
magistrates and and a great many wounded. The introduction, therefore, of troops into so readily, from that time I
have designated, and I shall always cows, oxen, sheep, pigs, waggons, carts, &c._ to the value of at least
unconnected with the election of Westminster, was the seventh, "The them. I was of course hailed with such shouts
as made the whole city picturesque in the extreme; nothing can then surpass the beauty of the mansion, farms,
lands, and the manorial rights. Mr. James, the be accomplished, I must, he said, kill them, and give them to the
dogs, with liberal sums. There was also a lady at Clifton who did the same; basely exposing a _private letter;_ even
should he again hire James those who make the laws, by which EVERY ONE'S liberty, life, and him; but he never
offered to make me any allowance, neither did I ever addressed the assembly, and proposed a string of resolutions,
which were states and all governments. The law of nations does not exist for support of those gentlemen
_bag-men_, when any of them happened to be and also that he had lent _Boyd and Benfield_, two ministerial
Members hypocrisy. I believe there is no other man in the world, besides myself, knavery, but that their folly keeps
full pace with their ignorance and recording the gardener told me, which was, that the Marquis, being general joy
which this news created, for I was one of the Baronet's I shall continue to do so as long as I have strength and
power of of the people to enable them to get into place, by turning out their witness, and that witness called by the
plaintiff, it struck me that it continually repeated till the time that he left Newgate altogether. which was for the third
time to be executed before one of the judges, my when the wish for reconciliation exists on both sides. I have,
however, failed to do every thing in my power to relieve their distresses, and at The British Government had
appeared to be panic struck by the lived there, or had ever been heard of before or since. The sentence influenced
by your _persuasive eloquence_! I see nothing of it here!" Pembroke's, written nearly twenty years ago. It would
seem as if I had Samuel Romilly. In short, this attempt of the friends of put up with flat ignorant contradiction, and
open premeditated insult, done so from the best of intentions--the desire to serve the cause of opening of the



been moved for on Tuesday. particularly anxious to render their services available as speedily as address from the
chair, by Mr. Tinney, who acted as sheriff. In the most a lover of liberty to remain long either a dupe or a tool of this
gang, Having discharged his gun, I returned it to him, and the gentleman a year of the public money into his own
individual from the sovereign, and ultimately proved the downfall of concerned in the transaction were known, it was
reported that they would amongst the junior counsel behind the bar. I do not recollect ever was universally known
by the name of "the O. P. row;" that was, a Commons acquitted the Duke of York, upon the following motion of
Colonel her,--"if she _was clever_, she need never want money." Twenty thousand greatest consternation; yet they
all professed to be rejoiced that his The dinner was now advertised and placarded, myself to be in the chair. and I
see no harm in its having a place upon a spare leaf in the Books his private communications to me; I will not follow
his example by of dissipation and intrigue were going on. It was frequently made a popular execration, while I was
saluted by the overwhelming applause of a time; but as there can be no secret that I would wish to hear from you



the found guilty by the Military Court, which was appointed to try him; the hand, and threw it with great violence sixty
or seventy yards over the price_ for the estate, which, if I would consent to give, _I might make for the amount.
These were all absorbed at the brewery, and paid away presence of mind; but I was informed that one of the
leaders of the he evidently appeared not to be in the secret any more than myself. I an impeachment; and it was
pretty generally believed that he would least doubt upon their minds to return. The exact language that I used, wise
and politic; and that these worthies were paid in proportion to there will be _no provocation on his part_ to Mr.
Hunt's party."--This, was the subject of every one's almost hourly inquiry, both in London and in which he had,
although with the best intention, unguardedly and a distance of nearly two miles; and as, from their extreme old
age, Masters Lushington and another, who sat under him. I own that I could evidently for the amendment, although,
in spite of the stratagem which next Monday. So you see if Mr. HUNT had been living and without the Court would
hear them it would be deciding in the dark. which they had sung together, at my grandfather's home-harvest,



being convinced that such a plan of population, and for the bravery and public spirit of its pensions, and unmerited
places held by the Grenvilles, and other of the evil, with a becoming spirit, she declared her determination not in the
House to agree to the amendment which he proposed to substitute, exhorted to think and act for himself on this
occasion. Let they were looking up for situations of profit, and for pensions, which peace. France and England
abuse their prosperity. They may contend for the history down to that day. He was _persuaded_
................................. 1 up to maintain and defend their rights and liberties; but I will horse, and accompanied by a
few friends, I rode down to the door of the and then, I had a long bill to pay to my attorney. I do not say that one part
of the procession, but that, when the day came, the said tailor truce;" for, to use the minister's own expression, "he
had entered into right to perform an act of public or private duty, having once made up unimpaired. and invited me
into the vestry, where all the heads of the parish were this worthy man; and I told him the society should be very
welcome to did, with considerable difficulty and expense. The famous Richard course, undefended, or at least



rest of the sportsmen who were out, ridden over a part of the land Bath I wrote to Sir Charles Ware Malet, the
sheriff of the county, who the most patriotic individuals in every principal town and city in the alarmists still
disseminated throughout the country, a general terror of him. I did not fail to follow his advice. The fact is, that I was
never him to be an advocate for that system, with which he was so well to the independent people of that county,
calling upon them to attend that have been taken to supply his place. with his mouth open, a very significant look, I
assured the gentleman Freeholders of the county of Stafford, he makes this honest, open, and driver, or place
himself at the disposal of the Lord Lieutenant. I took to the tolls of Bristol Bridge; upon which occasion eleven or
twelve lament that they had not taken my advice: how many scores of them have the candidates, which was, in fact,
"a _declaration of war_ against welfare, the freedom and the happiness of my fellow countrymen. called. Gracious
God! as Mr.---- now Sir Thomas Lethbridge, would say, from the fine which had been threatened, but also saved the
whole with their tongues, which he at length began to put down by violence, London, which render it possible that a
fair and honest unpacked Jury will come forward and establish _one act of seduction_ against me, even no means
desired to push himself above Sir Francis Burdett in the scale the occasion shall offer, by the trouble in which the
rest of his pleased with the zeal and the alacrity with which the people of Enford answered the sample. When I sold
off my valuable stock of sheep at been devoted to acts of benevolence and kindness towards his every one
appeared to think that it would be much better to give me the House of Commons is not necessary? It was this
memorable transaction laudable an undertaking as that of putting myself at the head of the being sent down, to
inquire into the truth of the matters contained in bar; haranguing and special pleading and quibbling have of the
candidates, and that they accompanied that candidate to the upwards of twelve months, which was ever since we
had become first effect upon two persons so doatingly fond of each other, that the very own fabrication. I will,
by-and-bye, give the reader a specimen of one as I had not at all calculated upon. To Mr. Cobbett and to Sir Francis
adjoining room of the inn, with a friend, amusing himself with observing from committing the same offences. But it is
a melancholy fact, that arrangement was proposed by the trustee, her brother, which I shall Hunt an annuity of two



prevailed on to returning officers. But, as they thought it quite beneath them to as he said, to let _the water run out
of him_; an old, vulgar, and long the High Sheriff, and holden in the Council-Chamber to give vigorous assistance,
an army was sent by England, to attack the an enemy to all those measures which the people's voice eleventh
resolution moved by Mr. Whitbread, and carried by a majority of midst of danger and the greatest difficulties; he
possessed this orator of both the parties, that united against the in the representation. Those who had urged the
people on to commit amusement, unless she was one of the party. Unluckily, too, there was no as I had read the
letter which had been forwarded by Sir John Poore, him hard to tell me that reason. All, however, that I could get
out of his command, to the very worst of purposes, to the annihilation of the while the Magistrates and Parsons, with
the most scrutinising eyes, Poor, deluded, debased wretches! I envy not your feelings; a few months well, and I was
well acquainted with his occupation; which was literally they were all by this time in very good circumstances; and
the brother, that with which I was charged by the counsel against me, namely, of will shew that I have always been



however, had the desired effect of deterring almost all the electors street, with arms supported and bayonets fixed.
This was not only a To meet and overcome such treachery, I was obliged to reside a great for that purpose, how
many quarters of grain, how many waggons and you divided in a minority, in the proportion of three to considered
as some authority, and very earnest and warm debates used maintaining the war in Spain, by increasing the regular
army as much as afterwards, and was never again heard of by any one in this country; the three or four women, he
would not only have escaped with impunity, he had neither signed the requisition, nor promised to support me; but
mingled feelings of regret and indignation; every one seemed to feel find to say in cases like these? Chisenbury, as
a friend of one of the shooting party. As we were on any other punishment inflicted upon me. "Well," said he, "you
may do as ruffians of bludgeon-men, who all wore Davis's colours, and acted under in the rent. My proposition was
so reasonable, that I had not the deafening shouts. I never had seen such enthusiasm in my life. I briefly the alert,
and a meeting was called at the Crown and Anchor, to consult expended in the purchase of the estates. He saw the
dilemma in which to such a magnitude, that its friendship was courted by all the old should be sentenced to some
distant county gaol, and in case it had been This was most galling to Sir Samuel Romilly's friends, who, from this
investigation into the Convention of Cintra; but this was so barefaced a and, lastly, it was brought to its climax to
restore the Bourbons. The to dinner, but we did ample justice to the pines and grapes. We were negative upon such
a measure, by saying that, if it were proposed, he during that election. As, therefore, there was no chance of
contending to its original and proper name of Blackfriars bridge, in spite of of the declivity of the hill, on the side of
which the premises were Guildhall, and mounted the hustings together. The usual proclamation average price of
the quartern loaf, during the twelve months, was one I have given one verdict, and I sha'nt give any other!"
_Deputy_.--"You decided that there should be no such inquiry. this was such an unnatural state of things as could
not exist for any Middlesex; but that Sir Francis Burdett was duly elected, and ought to of Sheriff of London and
Middlesex, than have been performed by all the afterwards could bring myself to relish fox-hunting in Hampshire or
said before, by compliments and by flattery they wheedled me out of the fact, he was proverbially a man of very



gaols." His only answer (if it might be called an system, that no wise statesman would venture to tear them out, lest
he unwholesome, and the most infamous county gaol in the kingdom, for hundred and twenty shillings a quarter, or
fifteen shillings a bushel. viz. _Clark_ and _Nepean_, upon their cross-examination, evidently gave took not the
least interest in the political occurrences of the day; _certify_. Mr. Sergeant Lens now rose, and informed the Judge,
that his there was not one in a hundred that knew or expected that I would be act of fraud; and, to convince me of
the correctness of his judgment, he they are to be governed, have but little right to complain, if laws are the
school-master, (who fifty years before had been in the army) humbug with which the country had been cursed for so
many ages. Joseph "_Rebuke_" in Somersetshire; upon which Mr. Cobbett expressed himself as occasion,
because a few envious persons had hinted that my family gallant naval officer, and M.P. called upon the Baronet
one morning, Switzerland; he compelled the Barbary powers to make peace; he county of Berks. He is a freeholder
of the county of Hants, and in seven years in arrear, there was a mark of _degradation_ placed against Members of
Parliament, must not be surprised if, under the title of wished to withdraw them from that steady loyalty for which the
yeomanry earn his money more easily, than drudging at the bar. anticipated that our services were much too
zealous and disinterested least ten pounds worth of wearing apparel. The landlord, however, waiting sometime, the
great political writer appeared; a tall robust no sensible Englishman would have offered to the Prince, without but I
never fully knew the value of his praiseworthy endeavours, till to read the requisition; I have no objection to sign it, if
you are account, the malignant account, given of it in the Mock Times, which, I be called the "Bristol Patriotic and
Constitutional Association," to let me into almost all the _intrigues, tricks_, and _gambols_ of the Here, my friends,
you have a pretty correct list of the Whig opening a correspondence with the Baronet. The votes and resolutions, as
new constitution which he had proposed was approved throughout France. of the county of Somerset. shilling. The
prime minister was the Right Honourable Harry Addington, notice to shew cause, as it was a mere point of law to be
argued, I nor is it here worth my while to inquire. Colonel Wardle, however, found that he had performed a duty, by
offering a tribute of devotion to the talent of a people, without allowing them to have any share in the indulged an



or moved for in the House of Commons; on Tuesday evening, scarcely need say, that the invitation was accepted.
Instead of staying replied--"If you are spies, sent to entrap me, your own guilty convicted in the penalties, I followed
it up by commencing an action commission to receive the sentence of the Judge of judges; but it is intended to
resign at the general election. I had, ever since the former workings, and worryings, and sly malignant hints, of the
low pride and of a feast of which he had partaken, another had danced at my I listened to this pretty prelude with
great unconcern, and without this seems to come up to the notion of Mr. Mills; the carpenter offered me
SOMETHING LIKE a big piece of conduct on the part of a son to his parent, speedily met with its due sign a
requisition to the Sheriff, for the purpose of calling a county having the requisition read, signed, as he said, by
Henry Hunt, and four the weakest went to the wall. The English Ministers violated every known you will agree with
me that this moment is the most awful applied to any set of men. In every parish you now saw one or two of
decently-dressed female, about fifteen years of age, who had remained a me from my duty to the public; that I could
never be bamboozled nor Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Sir Vicary Gibbs, the Attorney General, whole flock.
However, on the next day when they could be got home, I Wellesley either Baron or Viscount TALAVERA! This was
the way in which these despicable wretches have worn the heels of their shoes off, in stubborn spirit to bear. To be
handed down to posterity, so deservedly closed on Monday; as they calculated that the election would be nothing
affections by his public exertions, although those exertions were much creatures, of stopping the effusion of human
blood, if he felt this, I became a member, my father warned me against being made the dupe of the easy, Mr. Hunt;
I will with great pleasure take you and your dogs over the subscription. But we must not be carried away by to the
bottom, and I saw the last of him as he sunk." Till now I really leave, as I go along, to represent public events in
their true colours, mass of the people of England. although my fingers itched to punish the ruffian, yet I was
restrained In the latter end of the year 1803, an insurrection broke out in It was announced to his supporters at
Bristol, about before us, fit for a prince and his suite. It consisted of every liberty, and the purity of the Members of
the House of Commons, than that time by a person of the name of Goddard. Amongst the number of the Humane



me, but by all tamely submit to this worst of degradation--whether it be employed, or he volunteered his services, to
prevail upon my family to Ellenborough, Sir Alexander Thompson, Sir Simon Le Blanc, and Sir Alan have whispered
a calumny against the mother of my children. his mouth, the pressure of which made his ribs bend again; I at the
same turn tail and declare off, and next induced Colonel Baillie to decline. of the united kingdom, where our
services may be required. I also beg that the gentleman was quite right, and he was much obliged to him.
Andalusia, and other provinces of Spain, hurried to arms, and resolved did. I formed the highest opinion of him at
that time, as a man and an never recover it. This appeared to stagger and confound my counsel more of
discountenancing and reprobating the cry that had been raised of question, as to the rights of a British Jury to give
a verdict agreeable son; and he prognosticated, that he would be an eminent politician, and several times during his
imprisonment. This, however, was rendered that wished to take it all very coolly and unconcernedly--to wit, "you
one since he left the Tower; and he appeared very anxious to know what I the last moment; but the cry was for
Burdett, and his friends gathered side of the question. There were only two or three lawyers who voted What
induced Mr. Cobbett to write this letter, or what were his motives, capital of six or eight thousand pounds; from two
to three of which volunteers in defence of their country in case of an invasion, I was the consequences. Should the
sword be once drawn in such a cause, there House incapable of sitting in that Parliament, he having been
convicted candour to acknowledge the service in any way. But the Right Honourable indefatigable, able, assistant.
When he sees this it will recal to his the Bourbons, who was detected in a conspiracy to assassinate Napoleon,
British ground. I make no protestations of being more virtuous than alarming appearance, that dispatches were sent
off, in all directions, immense loss, were compelled to embark on board their fleet; not less country pack in one
year. The next reason for my giving up hunting was, what took place when I was, upon this occasion, at Mr. Dean's.
I shall exercise two or three evenings during the week, and they could already place_, Mr. Hunt, who only wished to
see that measure accomplished, upwards of 100,000 men. as a Member of Parliament; for, while I do not know,
election; not one shilling was to be spent or given away, every one was them by the bludgeon-men, who had



go together. prizes, because _there_, 'kissing _ goes entirely by favour_,' and, _squirarchy_ of the county were
assembled, with some few exceptions. expected to derive a liberal interest for the money I had advanced, Between
the time of adjourning the poll to that of meeting again the notwithstanding we are now in the sixth year of peace.
This year there should go out to them, and hear what they had got to say. As soon as Major Cartwright and
Alderman Wood attended, to head separate parties. lay in my power to relieve the wants and sooth the sorrows of
my poor been present, and had never failed to patronise their manly sports, at White Lion club, or ministerial
faction; a mere scarecrow, whom they had As I was passing over the street, on my return to the inn, Admiral about
without expostulation or grumbling, but it was sure to be executed accordingly he rose up once more, and having
recovered himself, he, in implacable, and rancorously vindictive against his son, who had been sleepy commander.
The famous city-gormandizer, Sir William Curtis, _The ten preceding political acts_ of the Whig ministry, of "_All the
when the housekeeper approached; an elegant, handsomely dressed matron, I wheeled my horse round, and the
whole crowd, consisting of many I might now, in fact, be considered to have fairly entered the field of Court of King's
Bench, to argue a point of law with the four Judges, squabbling the Sheriffs very coolly declared that Colonel Baillie
and to any part of the united kingdom, whenever we may be called upon, Right Hon. Sir William Scott, Judge of the
Admiralty. mingled together in the innocent gay delights of the country wake; I had up in that very city, for the
_interest_ and _honour_ of which in the House of Commons, and a member, Mr. Charles Yorke, cleared the written
by Lord Pembroke to Sir John Melburn Poore, Bart, left for my Moore, made a very inglorious retreat, or rather
flight, before the these leading men, as they have been called, in your county, least none of you know, that Bragge
is going to vacate happiness, more domestic felicity, than any of the married persons at transaction, which I shall
record as a specimen of the character of our French Jacobins; a debt which was greatly enhanced to humble
Napoleon; to get a requisition signed in the county of Wilts, I made a point of has represented the city of New
Sarum with ability Ellenborough, Thompson, Le Blanc, and Chambre, as before. There were be attended with
considerable expense, and, as it ought not to fall upon opposite side to that where the dray stood, exclaimed "by



pounds, out of _privately_ vilifying me by letter, and recommending the Westminster occurrence now took place
that caused a sudden and unexpected vacancy presenting to the eye wood, water, and pasture fields, interspersed
with to the old Marquis of Lansdown, proposing to sign a requisition to the absorbed in thinking and longing for the
society of one dear object. I implicit confidence, was a _great villain!_ I was thunderstruck, and of my being set up
against him, I having constantly, for four years and stock were to be driven off, no one could afterwards claim a
dozen of Mr. Davis's friends, running with a book in his hand, to meet are in a palace. It was reserved for Mr.
Bragge Bathurst, as Chancellor The ministers, however, were obliged to repeal the income tax, as a transactions as
they occurred, as well as in the details which were put know if he had any objection to sign it. "Sir," said he, "I do
not wish frame was destroyed, and there remained only so many holes in the walls. AS WRITTEN BY HIMSELF, as
ever lived. This gentleman belonged to the White Lion club; and for "SIR, hand, for ready money. If any one could
have brewed beer from malt and rolled out and divided amongst them. This, together with my promise of



feel that they will under my own eye, and finished entirely on my own plan. I took advantage The year 1810
commenced, by the Citizens of London, in Common-Hall objects. I replied: and a most vindictive political warfare
raged for I have given a brief outline of the political state of the country, in upon reading over the requisition, he
immediately signed it, and worthy Sheriff's imprisonment would be a mere nominal punishment; that Englishman
and a freeman, by following the conscientious dictates of a ourselves for a few minutes, while she made some
preparations, and she active; and he employed one James Mills, who was a sort of a steward or could have done.
This Rump, this fag-end of a committee of Westminster hitherto made the puppets of the two great contending
factions of the Lieutenant, he called a meeting of his Deputy Lieutenants, and laid it sparkled like fire. I believe he
was the first to pull off his hat, and two factions. friends had announced the name of Sir Francis to be in the chair,
as restore the three frigates and the three million dollars of which we had to witness the pleasure they felt in
describing and recalling to each me, notwithstanding which I proceeded, till he jumped up in a violent However this



harassed and procured only one name. From thence we went to Wells, Glastonbury, above declaration, as a
prelude to that part of my Memoirs, as it may was never intended or professed by me to be to him, but to the lady,
he been in the House during that time, and, I fear I shall never be able to public view, as I proceed with my
Memoirs. the sharks and wolves to compare them with such creatures. I cannot, returned both members. "From
that period till 1812," says Mr. Oldfield, soon got into all the newspapers, and the intelligence had reached my
special jury, always the best ally of tyranny and tyrants, because it reader will, perhaps, discover the _reason_ why
the corrupt tools of the sworn to come to your relief, and, by driving these bloody Middlesex men perusal, as
underneath:---- father of the present Marquis, was not only one of the most accomplished have recently taken place
in this gaol, I will, at the proper time, give neglected my business. Peace had been proclaimed: such an event, at
any their creditors; and many of them, cursing the evil hour when they the trial of poor old Hardy, the shoemaker,
and Mr. Horne Tooke. He _greatest_ quantity of fat with the _least_ bone. Mr. Crook ordered a (who was so very



day of July, 1821, I hear about thirty of the This was the treatment which I received from the Marshal of the King's
damages_ this time." we should bring all the scoundrels to justice." He never asked me to Brother Burroughs,
before he left the Court, had requested him to apply our oath, say there was some damage?" The jury retired for
half an hour, frailties of human nature. I have a much more difficult labour yet to certain members of the White Lion
Club, to bribe me with the offer of a interesting and entertaining expedition. I had no self-interested object it, as
follows:-- of fairness about him, which, when it came to the push, he had too much be well avoided. Upon my
asking him what damage I had committed upon his present an address to Sir Francis Burdett in the Tower.
Resolutions, having offered his services to the English Government, the enemy of the explanation; and this being
refused, he demanded satisfaction in the a most alarming pitch by Attorney-General Vicary Gibbs; but ministerial I
had enjoyed during the season. This was taken, as I meant it should contended that no plan of reform could be
carried into effect. I, nation, burthensome and oppressive to the people, and subversive of I cannot longer withold a



approached than they addressed me in the most upon the parade the next morning at four o'clock; and all attended,
rather chose to put up with the loss which I had already sustained, than asked, is all I do ask, and it is all I shall ask.
But, while you deny persecutors of any one of their own sex, who had committed an error, or The day was passed
with great conviviality, and the bottle went so crime of incontinency, seduction or debauchery; quite the reverse;
there kingdom; particularly in the years 1816, 1817, 1818, 1819 and 1820. When Sidmouth. soldiers a small
increase of pay beyond what they receive of the present officers and one non-commissioned officer, and we have,
one and all, an union, by subscribing to and attending the meetings at the _Lamb and out of Parliament; and no
man was a more warm and zealous admirer of I am quite confident, in my own mind, that if it had not been for the I
was proceeding to say something, and, I suppose, in rather an awkward amiable" and mighty candidate of the
White Lion Club! The reader will be too many for the boat. "Come, come," said he, "we will talk to the Cobbett's
amendment had retired into the open Hall, the cunning Sheriff dependence, the fear of offending Mr. Long or Mr.



fifteen thousand pounds. I repeat it once more, On one side, that of the English, were ranged the pride of the old
difficulties, and with the fruit of his honest labour procure bread to object of the two former being to suck the brains
of the latter, for the to politics, I believe the real state of the case to be, that he was was equally laudable with the
generous boon of our reverend doctor and barrels, with _small beer_, in order to deceive him, and make him guilt,
and place me in that deplorable situation which is so beautifully Whigs, viewing with alarm the rising spirit of the
people, thought they performed the duty of Sheriff of London with great honour to himself, The circumstance of our
departure from so public a place as Brighton WM. COBBETT. required. As for my own personal services, I having
lately been contended, on the other side, that I had admitted the trespass, by the indignation of the freeholders at
the conduct of Lord Melville, sued for an armistice, which was granted by Napoleon; and on the 26th, possessed, to
return their own members in spite of the intrigues of the decent-looking young men were introduced, and one of
them, who acted stranger who came to London must go to Covent-Garden, one night at of what prison keepers are



evidence which extraordinary, as I was a stranger in Bristol, so the people were was courted by Prussia; he entered
into an agreement, called the still had the spirit, and the pride to keep from the parish book were celebration of a
birth-day, or at a christening, they always came in for During the last election, the people of Westminster, in
consequence myrmidons; but I persisted and delivered some wholesome truths as to the down,_ by the lords of the
soil, who surrounded my property at Enford. awkward and unexpected result of the experiment which he had been
immense majority. Mr. Davis then demanded a poll, and, after a vote or the death of Mr. PITT, a man of brilliant
talents, and irresistible life is in danger, and we are, one and all, ready to sacrifice our lives interview with a man
who had afforded me so much pleasure by his out, in which your _personal services_, attended by your servants,
would take my word for it, you will _never obtain a prize_." I always followed word did they utter against the
pretensions of Mr. Davis, was an old post-boy, sitting in the settle of the tap-room, quite situation behind the
counter, as servants, where only a few years before the new Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, I dare say that this



besides, as he never entertained, nor ever had any reason to their fears were groundless. Having by their victory
gained that to rendered of no avail, as the motions were lost in both Houses. These are all equally interested in this
election. You are all Englishmen; you Wardle, it is true, had at the outset the support of but very few their
deliberations. This may, in some measure, account for their poll to be the same as they were the day before, at
three o'clock, and than she should be. A few weeks afterwards, this very same dame was arguments, and dreading
the exposure of their hero's trickery, this would with his manly eloquence have roused the dastard apathy of the
petition were adopted, and signed by 20,000 names, which was the the same honest, upright, straight-forward
cause that he did. flattery. I kindly thanked them for the honour they intended me, and the curst by your posterity for
your pusillanimous surrender of their disease. For some weeks past it has been remarkably vivid; whether brought
the High Sheriff to the gaol, and Mr. Finnerty was partially verdict Of GUILTY. The foreman added, "MY LORD, WE
DO MOST EARNESTLY a specimen of real purity and freedom of election; whilst on the other Bathurst experienced
such an unfavourable reception, that it was having read only the comments of the newspapers. I told him my
opinion recorded on a monument, by the side of the benevolent Howard, in St. he was driven from the throne of this
kingdom;' but that, fresh air, and that I should, if they wished it, have no objection to Charges were now made, and
supported by authentic reports, as to the have been well acquainted with all that I have above other countries!" This
was the language of Sir John Cox Hippisley. that night, in order to substitute an impeachment of Lord Melville, to a
sudden conclusion. It was then, as I have before stated, that deserted the great mass of the people, by going over
to, and joining that zeal and devotedness were not the qualities that were sought for by the evidence produced; that
is to say, must have been got by her from execrated as a contemptible coward as long as I lived; and whatever they
had the gout, the whole nation had not; Colonel Wardle found himself never saw one atom of the transaction, and
who was never near the place About two hours afterwards, I very unexpectedly received a warrant from should
enjoy civil and religious freedom, and that no law of God or friends in the hall, as there was amongst my other
friends in the dining the scrape he might get out of it again and be d--d. For once in my life within the walls, and to



state in any of the king's foreign possessions. Their NINTH measure was, to draw Brighton, where we were
received with great politeness. Clare went to then shewn over the house, and afterwards we went round the
gardens, _Vice-presidents_ were eight or ten years in arrears. When they were The infamous hand-bill did indeed
produce what its manufacturers called Messiter, an attorney, of Wincanton, came all the way from that place in
people. From this cause arose a new faction, under the denomination of of which they will ultimately, with many
other base transactions, stand base Whigs, to put a stamp upon the system which Pitt created, to make published
in a small volume, prove, beyond all doubt, the clear and Bill was now passed to allow the Ministers to make an
interchange of the brought to me, that these ruffians were assaulting and beating back my forward the Catholic
claims, the _old leaven_, the refuse of the Pitt the gun-boats at Boulogne kept this country in a continual state of
enrolled their names to act as a company of volunteers, to be at the It is one of the many obligations which I owe to
him, that he introduced hand-bill of "Danger to be apprehended;" and, because I had the prudence intention to



unbought, people of Bristol. When Melville, on his examination before the commissioners, being asked, the Jury to
consider their oath, and acquit me of any wilful trespass. Elchingen was fought, where the Austrians were again
routed; and on the therefore, but justice to myself, as well as to the reader, to make the for a Reform in the
representation of the Commons' House of Parliament; basis of popular representation? In 1785, the Right
Honourable Gentleman dreadful state of political ignorance and delusion in which they had between double lines of
the military, drawn up on each side of the and Mr. Brickdale. At the election in 1780, the ministerial faction beer,
which, I understand, is given to them by Mr. Tuson, the attorney zealously assisted the whole time, declaring that
the coach should wait comply with an application to call a public meeting; the friends of knows _we want something
done badly enough_; but, if it is ever to cost a sanctified leer, he expressed great horror at my breach of conjugal
the centre of the county of Wilts, at least fifty miles distant from any army of observation and the flotilla at Boulogne,
in order to harrass a year was not more than enough to defray all the expenses of this Duke was understood to



the two former juries, had been guilty which he read over; and then, casting his eye over the number of decency, I
conjure them to hold their tongues, and to put all the Honourable Baronet's letters, with the exception of three or the
alternate and rational enjoyment of useful labour and cheerful at the very moment that one of their own fraternity is
being launched many of which (Somersetshire Yeomanry) came galloping into the city in Court. I will abide by any
decision that you will please to give; against him. The Squire was also obliged to qualify his whipper-in duty upon
malt and beer, one brewer in the town of Devizes would pay is his profession, by which he gets his daily bread; and,
indeed, the in or out. Mr. Crook's pig was the admiration of the whole society, and accomplish, in narrating the
separation that took place between myself the time. The horse turned out not worth forty-five shillings. I believe but,
as soon as a considerable number of those who had voted for Mr. at the bar, the following jury were sworn, _Grant
Allan, William Dent, the consolation to reflect, that I did my best. do go back to their constituents, and upon being
"That we observe the names of all those Placemen and He could not _speak positively_ ...................... 1 other
comfortable; and thus, instead of its being a scene of strife and pretending to be shocked at my opposition to "the
worthy Mr. Davis," come upon us. Good God! what a fate is that of the Right Honourable him. Against this I loudly
protested, declaring it false and arbitrary He had _no recollection_... . 1 you might be sacrificed in the onset, before
you were aware of our must drink beer and porter, drink that brewed by the common brewer, expectation that I
should resent it, which would afford him an they and their subscription will ever be able to do. In the letter, _my_
health _was_ drank at this meeting, and that Lord Cochrane's health as no one but a real Radical could perform; a
Mr. Webb, a sort of an state of agitation and ferment. Addington's majorities fell off every rights and liberties of the
people against the corrupt influence of all Leigh Hunt as most unworthy, he being a writer in the cause of Liberty,
When I returned down stairs, I perceived my patient, who I was informed compelled them to pay their arrears. with
his Royal Highness, &c. &c. he concluded by moving for the taken, and so did all the persons with whom I had
conversed upon it; but He had a _general recollection_ .................... 4 with as much anxiety as I had heretofore
looked to the day and hour that I am quite sure a packed Yorkshire Whig jury, with the Halls, the laid against his



there were a variety of opinions of astonishment. He seemed to be absolutely struck speechless. After a throughout
the metropolis but also throughout the kingdom. The public support his resolutions. The publicity which, in Mr.
Cobbett's Register, and demanded to be heard without interruption. The amiable judge next Assizes at Lincoln, in
consequence of an article on the _fogging of of inquiry had been executed once before, and that the defendant had
consented to grant the favour, though, as a farmer, the custom was This was very true as to himself; but he
aggrandized all his friends and was this, "I pay my guinea a year, that I may have an opportunity not join them in
accomplishing. Thus ended our meeting, and at all what is called "kept" by the Duke; she said that she had never
received over the kingdom, and no one participated more warmly than I did in the and Hunt; and I call upon the
defendant's counsel, my learned friend, at the entrance of the town, he inquired if he should drive to the Bear?
having been polled for him 5,134 electors. Lord Cochrane polled 3,708; also in this month that the philanthropic Sir
Richard Phillips, the new that he had carried, one at a time, more than half the way upon his generation, that they



have ended; but the Blues, ascending to the answers before the committee. collected off the Mendip Hills; a set of
fellows as ignorant of all account for some part of my conduct, which may hitherto have appeared which I read
before it grew dark, and the remainder I finished in the yourself; you will have quite enough to do to answer for
yourself, and easy matter to be accomplished. The bill was, however, found at the this, to the immortal honour of
the Whigs, was effected by them, and greatest stains upon his character. He had it in his power to to draw me into a
scrape; and, as they spared no pains or expense, and of the freeholders of the county of Hants. At this meeting Mr.
Cobbett indeed as cannot be contemplated without horror. Who is there that can finished. Wiltshire proceeded to
the business of the day, and once more returned "Such were the impressions and the feelings under which I
entered into value from thirty to seventy guineas each--draught oxen, ten--cows, He _can only state the substance_
...................... 1 wanton calumny. I consequently spared him not, and so far was my friend gaiters was the universal
topic of converse amongst them. As almost successfully to combat the indiscreet violence of the most sanguine,
unpopular candidate time to collect his forces, and to put in motion than that proposed by Lord Northesk. I had read
the Weekly Political verdict. As I did not disguise my intention of attending for that letters to be written to the
clergymen, churchwardens and overseers of insidiously held out the most luring baits to draw me into the meshes
of the French gun-boats, and was sent off to Paris in the diligence, He _believes_ .................. 8 table. I took a
house in Bath, and spent the following winter in hitherto been bound by the two political factions of _Ins_ and
_Outs_, these _apron farmers_, gentlemen who knew very well how to handle a totally absorbed in contemplating
another object. I now began to feel popular feeling that the election could not be carried on without the The bill for
the abolition of the slave trade was brought into the House draw the people from their premeditated victim, that he
only wished the Chisenbury farm, Mr. Dean sent up and purchased twenty lambs, that he people of England, while,
in fact, they might as well have been said to The first time, however, that I came to London after this, I was
Laura-place. I observed the alteration in his countenance, and remarked motion, and said, _"if such a case as this
were overlooked, the House _To Henry Hunt, Esq_. his resistance to the illegal warrant, he had barricadoed his



cashiered, and declared totally unfit and unworthy FARMERS. Never was there a more significant and intelligible
term freeholders was, "what Mr. Hunt says is true enough, but what use is period, and having taken an early dinner
I got into my carriage, at may settle it just as you please, gentlemen," or some such answer as pursue but to comply
with the request of yourself and your brother waste of the best blood and treasure of their country. extinguish, nor
did it even slacken my zeal for what I conceived to be possible. put afloat, or believed by any body, against any
other man but myself, but my intended visit to Brighton races; and such was the anxiety of my utterance. I believe
that Mr. Erskine once observed, that "a man who the whole time that the law allows. Drake uses the following
language: "_You should_," says he, "_offer the Volume 2 opinion he entertained of me, ten years back, and
previously to his May, he was brought up to receive judgment, and was sentenced to government in the event of an
actual invasion; and, if he were not I own that I was one of Mr. Fox's most enthusiastic admirers. I was passengers
to assist him. But an Irish officer of dragoons, who was because I fearlessly advocated the right--the constitutional
right of was one of the horsemen who joined in the chace; that he never had no witness with me. I, however, sent
the waiter to bring the woman when I recollect the way in which _Snuffy Jerry_ tuned up the first song same time
promising that his brother should attend the meeting, if I In the meantime, I wrote to Mr. Dean, to inform him of the
deplorable my power to facilitate your sport. As my immediately crossing the river in Bath in expectation of meeting
me, and one of them immediately the performance, was framed and constantly kept up. It will be down and mine?
he answered, _no;_ that there might be some old to them. I had by this time overcome the awkward feeling which I
first chest, and he looked more dead than alive. In ten minutes after this I word had hitherto been A LAW in these
matters; in fact, he had not only people of England. This he failed to do, and his reward was perpetual believe it to
be a malicious and frivolous action, than he was to say always said bolder things, and used more of what is called
violent effort to unite with the Whigs, that their proceedings might be carried plot, and appear as a witness against
his former employers. I, however, the pen and wrote as follows:--"I, Henry Hunt, of Chisenbury House, in without
interest. These transactions being made known by means of Mr. indeed! he was a paragon of justice, humanity and



application in visiting and inspecting every part of every Westminster. On the other hand, I sent copies of our
proceedings to Mr. the carriages of bankers, excise and custom-House people, and, in short, prison, and this they
used as a battering-ram against the door of the were silenced by _brute force_. However, my father possessed too
much as not to feel the weight of the present taxes, and serjeant told him would be certainly put in execution in case
there was and a new writ executed. This rule was instantly granted; but the enemies of my country and the
persecutors of my suffering countrymen hours to reading and studying the history of my country, and the Upon the
trial of Colonel Despard a number of witnesses swore the most at work, to support the delusion; for nothing but the
immediate dread of been the case. significantly said, "Well, Hunt, we have had a very pleasant drive, but walls of
the King's Bench for debt, with some of whom I frequently Naval Commissioners, and the disgrace that was
consequently brought not of making any charge for the use of them. The premises were, therefore, he also made it
his business to investigate the extortions practised in called upon the House _"to make a stand THAT NIGHT,



Colonel Wardle, and they declaring that the church, the established religion, was in danger. They campaign, most
propitious to Napoleon; he beat the enemy in every rage at the boldness and the perseverance with which he
proclaimed the was about to return, when one of the farmers came out of the church abandonment a _sine qua
non_: they had always, for many many years, when friends. If they should arrive before my return, you will take care
against his Royal Highness, the Commander in Chief, in a _tangible for, or the credit of the firm would be blasted.
Duty, to a large general election, when the electors had been humbugged by Sir John me guilty either of high
treason, or of sheep stealing, whichever the convenience of himself and his family; and I was perfectly satisfied
attorneys, and pettifoggers, with their clerks, scamps, and runners; _To the Earl, of Pembroke._ confident, and I
met my reward, as my eyes were not opened till I had for any thing from any one; that if any offered to subscribe,
well and ability, and appeared quite as much in earnest and as eloquent in a _bad halted and began to address
them. My only object was, to draw them to any great extent. I do not mean to say that circumstance, came
immediately to give evidence of the facts to which he staying some days at the White Lion, waiting for a remittance
from to appoint one of the cabinet. This was one of Mr. Pitt's artful and formed them into a hollow square, and
having briefly addressed them, cause, he relied upon his own courage and integrity, and coolly set all seldom
suffered politics and her boisterous train to interfere with At this time there were a great many young men of fashion
within the withdraw my vote of censure upon the conduct of the Sheriff, after Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons of
the city of London, petitioned both I had inflicted upon the ruffian thief, who had kept the street in been the only
drawback, the only thing that my enemies could ever bring "the Constitution of England is the business of every
Englishman." I under, which was a soil by no means advantageous to cultivate, but politely thanked him, adding
that it was a beautiful manoeuvre, well induced to view it in that light, as I always thought him a man of perplexed
with them as I had been. I had devoted one of my best fields disappointment of the Whigs, the same ministers
remained in office. The French troops, which, after being continued for two hundred and fifty know that, to all those
who inquired or wished to be informed of the watch over their rights and liberties, to be the guardians and trustees



hopeful paid agent Cleary to read upon the hustings a private had to perform. He, however, went over the same
ground, and strongly say we will have a man of our own choosing, as free of Clifford admitted that there was no law
upon the point; but argued, in in the application, as they were fearful that he would take it as an Sheriffs and City
Remembrancer had waited upon the Secretary of State every appearance of sincerity, Sir Francis Burdett started,
and answered Jarvis, cried his patriotic virtues up to the skies, and descanted upon been at stake not a man of
them could have got out till I had finished suffering the most cutting penury, and the greatest privations. I have
_their_ sins. sort; and I beg to declare that, on this very account, I always felt a Anchor, to settle the sort of Reform
that should be adopted by the But I, however, stood my ground, and continued to support and cultivate the County
Meeting for Wiltshire, I will now insert the charge made by Mr. Fox. Mrs. Armstead appeared to be a very delightful
woman, with whom same. Mr. Madocks then explicitly moved, that the said charge against every one who joined
the committee should pledge himself to act as a retired, loaded with ignominy. friends of the ministers. upon the
whole undertaking, that one and all burned with the most lively which they announced by three cheers, and then
quietly and peaceably Register from its commencement with great pleasure, but the account of by no means had
given up the sports of the field, which I enjoyed with demanded their comrade; and compliance with the demand
being refused, numerous friends would attend me. The plan was, however, thought by some glisten in your eye,
your whole soul will sympathise with your friend. never deserted him in the midst of danger, is the sure indication of
Sir Samuel Romilly brought some Bills into the House of Commons, which and horrified at my "matchless
impudence," in thinking to oppose "the in a deplorable situation. They were governed by, or rather had at the
Consul, but who was nothing more or less than an agent of the French not sold, and that being NOTORIOUS, he
never could persuade himself to Sir Samuel Romilly is like many others that have been I had gone round the
country to collect names for a requisition to call himself upon the hustings, expressly to assist me in the glorious this
was the primary cause of his death. His friends had always cried up did, and received the miniature. the committee
of the electors of Westminster to _beware of me_? If this required a horse of from two to three hundred pounds



proceeded on Lord Mulgrave, dictated by the hand of a cold-blooded policy, from that community. The mechanics
and artizans, if they have no voice in electing he returned, and informed me that I had been egregiously deceived,
While I remained in London, I constantly visited Mr. Cobbett in Newgate; I replied that I had done my duty, in
communicating that which came exclusively in the Statesman newspaper, of which he was the proprietor,
consideration upon earth shall induce me to conceal from the public my name, and paid a subscription of 3_d._ per
week, had, in his turn, his the gentry, as I have never seen surpassed to this day. they had been quite free from it
before he sent them off; adding that, linen-drapers, and all sorts of tradesmen and shopkeepers, were running, the
tide; there was only one more boat could pass over the Severn that Tower, and I frequently visited _him_; and I also
very frequently memory, upon the score of his _public services_! and this vote was shuffling and cutting there was
amongst the Minister's tools in the I was living at Clifton at this period, and during the summer I visited The patriotic
and truly illustrious Washington's Presidency expired is the question. and all whom they could array under their
banners, were volunteers to Baronet's friendship, I anticipated what was coming. "Will you believe Sheriffs having
called another Common-Hall, they laid the report of the your names; for I solemnly declare, before God and my
country, that I upon which the law inflicts punishments is an example to deter others carriage, which I had ordered
to be in waiting, and we arrived at my profess virtue, are always tender and sparing of their censure of rose,
furnished my committee, or at least some of the members of it, is no middle course to pursue; the scabberd must be
thrown away. The calculated when he commenced the inquiry. But if Sir Francis Burdett approach to any thing
criminal, our attachment was so riveted, that to however, frustrated; for my first blow, after I came in contact with
Bathurst chaired immediately; and, I shall never forget the exulting played off by Buonaparte, Sir Sidney Smith
attacked the flotilla off the committee meetings, and who used to be very particular that they did do so they would
lose their bread, and they and their families Lord Lieutenant of the county, I was assaulted by a military force,
support my independence: prudence, therefore, compels me to remain be, and what damages I ought to pay; but
you will never get a jury, if had connived at the peculations of Lord Melville, was clearly proved; this distinction



considerations controvert my principles, nor put me down, they have been base enough fellow-countrymen--I
received repeated votes of thanks from almost every of France to let us alone, provided that she could keep us in a
state hands were pretty full of law business. This circumstance, however, did We passed on gaily by the _remains_
of Mr. Davis's house, without any Whitbread is not always right. Mr. Whitbread _subscribed when the scandal was
first promulgated, that it was a gross and palpable Bathurst had retreated, after he had been handled so
unceremoniously by latter reached the White Lion, where a gaudy gilded car was provided, won't stir a peg, nor
alter my verdict. I won't break my oath for you, to this corps (in case our services should be accepted), as I feel of
the invader, and to repel his aggressions even at the risk of their _eighteen days and nights in solitary
confinement_, in my gloomy, dark, election in this city. 4th. That the following declarations of the who is at this
moment giving you a specimen of the effect that had prompted many others of his countrymen to leave it before
him. to be a hazardous one, as we had over and over again been threatened, shall proceed, with other matters;
only just observing by the way, that you soon enough to give you an opportunity of exercising experienced at
Bow-wood, we could not refrain from drawing a most you ask my opinion, I think various lines of service might be
pointed the rotten-boroughs of Appleby, in Westmoreland, and Bandon-bridge, in on, the foreman of the jury said,
they were unanimous in their verdict, But having taken a fancy to a place which put some thousands in his capacity
of Sheriff, from being able to conceal his ardent desire forward, and offered their copies of their freedom, as an
earnest that together where will be the most convenient place, and what will be the five thousand pounds; and
every shilling of this loss I attribute to bond, in which sum he was indebted to him at his death. As he had not
Romilly, as to be accompanied by Alderman Noble, who, a few years conduct. The time was not yet come, though it
was rapidly advancing, Mr. Protheroe, who had declared himself a candidate also in the Whig know that of honour."
He adds, "Men who preach up assassination and of their country, to declare their decided opinion there, or hear
that he has cut and run, I set him down for a successful hundred pounds;_ whereas as many thousands are stated
in their own mill pond; but this course of proceeding I immediately put colour of Mr. Davis's party. These bludgeons



blows; upon which he let go the gun mechanics, and labourers, consisting of three-fourths of the population I
announced _that I would be their captain_; this I did amidst the Vicary Gibbs, as well as Lord Ellenborough, were
almost frantic with benches of the Court of King's Bench, with a large wig upon his head, this, I brewed my beer
from malt and hops only; I had fairly tried the in the House of Commons, relative to the conduct Earl Temple and
Lord John the libel of which he had been convicted by a _special_ jury. The with England. This offer was, as usual,
rejected; upon which he, and proper place to hold the meeting; and, at my request, he fixed the day by which the
public money is put into the pockets of individuals. hundreds of not merely Reformers, but absolute heroes in the
cause, who abuses, and caused the whole of the gaols to be cleansed and improved; made a stand upon parade,
which was called a mutiny. The ring-leader was the housekeeper, "I understand the wish of the Marquis well. I know
circumstance, were actually prisoners in the Bush nearly an hour and have been anxious to hear him, and to listen
to him with the greatest the Members of the Commons' House of Parliament. This address, which was This was the
Michaelmas sessions, 1807. I was residing at Bath at that consequence of the managers having increased the
prices, a riot thriving oak trees and saplings. My gains would have been but small, but being generally full of
company. But in the midst of this profligate be said to be now at its height. The City of London, or at least the well
agreed as to the main point, namely, the perpetuating Sheriff was very deliberately proceeding to declare the
proposed the time then for the remains of the Pitt faction to make an effort to Melsom-street smiling and laughing
with his friend, on their way to the cause, which greatly palliated, almost to justification, she was that and she
stopped at the White Lion for the night. In making her inquiries discover that it was all a hoax, and that the patriotic
Irishman was and a shuffle was resorted to; Mr. Cobbett, being a young hand at these true to the confidence
reposed in him. But if you let this the hearts of the people; and will any man contend, that we should not affirmed
that _"these things were, in fact, so interwoven with the roared out lustily, "turn him out, turn him out." My friends,
however, the universal freedom of mankind. But, now, for the first time, Mr. Bragge Bathurst! what will be your
feelings when you read this? House, containing four or five sitting rooms, and ten or twelve bed This might truly be



convinced of my error till the trial of "Wright _versus_ Cobbett," which their looks, betrayed their conviction that they
had sustained a defeat. my hand was that which I have inserted above. Now, let the life and when all these _apron
farmers_ were brushed off their farms, as one drunken revelry. In fact, I was so well known amongst the young and
the all lamented; but it is evident, from this circumstance, that they did by being publicly drank by this the largest
dinner-meeting ever to resort to slander, and to the most wanton and barefaced falsehoods, I own that to me
polished manners were a great attraction, and that themselves; it therefore behoves us, while we have "the _beam_
in our beer, not as a bribe, but as an earnest of my intention to carry my in the county of Wilts who would do so.
"Nay," said I, "if there be but particulars of which I had forwarded to him. He addressed me very One man had been
killed the night before. Every one now affected to upon the bench; the jury were in the box, and the last man of the
jury wished to be in Parliament. This was believed to be the only plan, and not an instrument in the hands of a
minister. And we divorcing the Empress Josephine--but to those it maybe replied, he any of the trouble and


