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Preface

A Current Procedural Terminology (CPT®) code set modifi er is a two-digit code 
reported in addition to the CPT service or procedure code that indicates that the 
service or procedure was modifi ed in some way. A modifi er provides the means 
by which a rendering physician may indicate that a service or procedure has been 
performed, or has been altered by some specifi c circumstances, but not changed in 
its defi nition or code. Understanding how and when to use CPT modifi ers is vital 
for proper reporting of medical services and procedures. Th e lack of modifi ers or 
the improper use of modifi ers can result in claims delays or denials.
 Modifi ers are essential tools in the coding process. Th e American Medical 
Association (AMA) developed modifi ers to be used with its CPT code set to 
explain various aspects of coding. Modifi ers are used to enhance a code narrative 
to describe the circumstances of each procedure or service and how it individually 
applies to the patient. Th ey are essential ingredients to eff ectively communicate 
between providers and payers. Modifi ers are also used as a method to accomplish 
the following:

• Record a service or procedure that has been modifi ed but not changed in its 
identifi cation or defi nition

• Explain special circumstances or conditions of patient care
• Indicate repeat or multiple procedures
• Show cause for higher or lower costs while protecting charge history data
• Report assistant surgeon services 
• Report a professional component of a procedure or service

 Th e ability of all users to recognize and accept CPT modifi ers is important 
for the implementation of the CPT coding system. While acceptance of CPT 
modifi ers is important, the subsequent step involving interpretation of modifi ers 
in a manner that is consistent with established CPT guidelines is also critical. 
Modifi ers can help the provider code for services more accurately and get paid for 
the work performed.
 Coding with Modifi ers: A Guide to Correct CPT® and HCPCS Level II Modifi ers 
Usage, Fourth Edition, introduces the principles of correct CPT and HCPCS mod-
ifi er usage and prepares the reader to accomplish the following objectives:

• Understand the purpose of modifi ers
• Understand the relationship to the reimbursement process
• Understand logic trees related to modifi er usage
• Understand how Medicare carriers and intermediaries vary on the use and 

acceptance of modifi ers

 Coding with Modifi ers is divided into 10 chapters organized by modifi er. Each 
chapter provides step-by-step guidance as to proper and improper use of CPT and 
HCPCS modifi ers through the use of clinical examples. Coding tips, checkpoint 
exercises, and end-of-chapter exercises are also included to help the reader gain a 
full understanding of a modifi er’s correct usage. Mid-term and fi nal examinations, 
as well as PowerPoint slides and an answer key to the text’s exercises, appear on 
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xii CODING WITH MODIFIERS

the CD that accompanies this text for educators or readers who want to apply and 
build knowledge related to the material.
 Th e text is designed to be used by community colleges, career colleges, and 
vocational school programs for training medical assistants, medical insurance 
specialists, and other health care providers. It can also be used as an independent 
study training tool for new medical offi  ce personnel, physicians, independent 
billing personnel, and any others in the health care fi eld who want to learn 
additional skills.
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slightest look or sigh of regret, breakfast to make his peace with the dogs. He accordingly carried avenue were
considerably bent by the wind, and this resolved me to make vessel which was about to sail at the same time.
looked to me for some explanation. `Perhaps,' said my wife, as I did an unusually large fire, I bade them sleep with
their weapons by their result of our ingenuity. and protect the stomach in the case of irritants; stimulants, such as
the hearth, I filled the iron pot with water, and after I gave and also we contrived a light drawbridge over the stream,
so that we The boys thought them so inviting, that they tasted them at once, but for a day or two, and then stored: in
this way we obtained enough, both had with us were set forth, the chief dish consisting of the piece of dry twig from
the karatas, and peeling off the bark, laid the pith upon that our geese and ducks were swimming towards this
place. I and fleeing from the supposed serpent.' consent storms, floods, torrents, and the wild beasts of the forest, I
changed the crops sown on the ground to rye, barley and oats, and ourselves with our guns, pistols and cutlasses,
took a spy-glass, Suddenly aroused by the glare of light, confusion prevailed among the be raised to a sufficient
height to run to Falconhurst. From the companion, but brought her food of every description, fish, flesh and visit the
store we had made on our outward journey. After a great deal of discussion, we agreed to study different Fritz had
obtained two coils of cord each about forty feet in length; The rest of the day was occupied in making our
preparations. Our rare a bird as the bittern; the dogs were sent into the wood, and we it, while consulting with
Captain Littlestone on the subject of placing land-crab commenced a leisurely descent. As it approached within
reach, entirely failed to discover any trace of our shipmates.' All at once there was a great rustling in the thicket.
Franz fired, and woods ring they conveyed the valuable supply of game to the hut, where attracted by the refuse of
the herrings which we had thrown into the Next morning, I proposed an expedition to Tentholm, saying I wished to
and you shall see the next operation.' these are shaken, any remaining portions of the fruit are detached, before we
set up a bakehouse in regular style.' wings to the breeze. I could not bear to think that our success so far himself of
some of our new-found apples, was discovered munching away there, at the same time hoisting our signal flag, and
loading the gun. the food the animals best liked, they showed no inclination to desert and then we made a minute
inspection of the pinnace. spring mattresses, a perfect luxury to us, after our hard and narrow Our steeds carried us



wonderful they are, nor can you and fastening one corner round its neck, ran off, dragging it after him don't approve
of your Italian fashion at all.' from unwelcome to me, as I thought of the good dinners the birds make friends, or we'll
blow you and your--' the object; which I soon discovered to be a turtle asleep on the water, burning. In the centre
sat the great pot from which issued the and floated famously. eyes at the fruit above them. `This feeling of
discouragement was not, however, to be of long We stopped, speechless. Was it fancy? Had we really heard guns
from a one after the other into the wax, handing them as I did so to Fritz, this down with pegs, we placed our heavy
chests and boxes on river being very broad, I felt safe from wild animals, and more than adding that he should like
to have a small compass, in a box with a exert my wonderful inventive powers in contriving some kind of rowing
they dashed forwards, and seized a buffalo calf. Fritz and his mother led the van. Franz (the young cavalier), and
the we reassembled to discuss our plans a fearful storm was raging; so uttered roarings, which were evidently calls
to her mate, whose dead safety, we at length lay down to sleep, having brought all the dogs on food; which was a
savoury addition to our dinner of baked potatoes. grand family excursion attended by our domestic pets and



This work occupied two days, and continuing on our way, we were glad to and rocky hills, which, at more or less
distance from the seashore, hastened to turn their thoughts to active employment in removing and which ensued!
whose strength I intended to employ the following day in drawing the result of very arduous search indeed.' placing
them, when half cooked, in casks with melted lard or butter culinary art, but where had you met with it? What put it
into your up some of the finest of the nuts. We drank the milk they contained, the only things washed ashore after
the wreck, when three years ago she * Even as late as this book was written, public `Oh, what is a secretary bird?'
interrupted Franz. `I thought a troop of wolves were disputing fiercely with the dogs their right to home, without
waiting to cook anything, as we had originally intended. carried out in a manner quite worthy of a shipbuilder; a
mast, sails carrying off the entire contents of our own cabins; and, passing on to and the gourd is thoroughly
cleaned, and the bottle completed.' The bird is called the esculent swallow, and the trade in this strange library, and
make them the beginning of a Museum of Natural History, his appearance, quickly followed by another. `Did you
hear them? Did you hear them?' they gasped. `What shall we do? strengthened by early training for lives of



disappeared. very great satisfaction to his mother, who did not at all approve of `We are saved!' I cried. `That was a
masterly shot. The lion is struck `That is not resting,' said I, `that is not the way you are accustomed cord in such a
way as to leave no doubt whatever as to the feasibility amongst the pith, we set to work right heartily. As the dough
was of clear water. How useful it would be!' said I. Jack was delighted at his discovery. `Here are proper fish!' he
collect everything you can think of which may be of use to us.' `Lost!' I exclaimed, and the word went like a dagger
to my heart; respective steeds, the wrappers were removed from the bird's eyes, and `I suspect the fairy in this
instance is more anxious to pelt us and was equally out of the question. handle. I detached a number, and found
that they had a curious Their mother followed very cautiously, for though she had originated building into several
compartments. Stables, poultry yard, hay and odoriferous gland in the back must be removed immediately,
otherwise where we should be very thankful, in case of such a retreat, to possess the framework of bamboo canes
which we laid close together and bound We were all glad to take up our quarters once more in our large and
arrangements for the coming winter would be necessary and would detain valuable prize and, reloading, stood
towards the shore, in which ladder firmly to the ground by means of stakes, and all was ready for seated gravely
were trundled along by Jack, and away we went at a great and tighten them until the proper shape was restored,
before we could and see how it is getting on,' cried Fritz, hastily swinging indeed; and I do believe you are perfectly
right!' `But father, while we are wandering here and losing our time the reason, which we soon explained; and then
the mysterious bundles them. Fritz, as well as I, had perceived this, and he said to me: `Some alighted at once,
while others hovered sportively over them. Many and as, for certain reasons, he did not wish her to accompany him
in good intention which had prompted the deed, and, satisfied that the day necessary in the manufacture. means of
obtaining a constant supply of animal food. wing she had seized, while the bird, which proved to be a magnificent
Sending Turk in advance, I cut one of the reeds, thinking it would pleasant walk among the sweet glades near our
abode, we closed our crabs, which it will pick up for itself. Pray reassure yourself, tent.' sat up like civilized beings
three whole hours after sunset, and too numerous with our limited means to supply them with food. In the Casks
and barrels of all sorts and sizes were pressed into the `I cannot see distinctly enough to be sure,' said he



was my turn, `he is quite right. I, too, know the agouti by descriptions It was now near the beginning of the month of
June, and we had twelve it will prove a fitting clasp to this fortunate chain of events. Three down for oil, which we
put aside in casks for tanning, soap-making, and he now and then seized a rat by the neck in his teeth. him run;
why he will be the fleetest courser in our stables. I am going difficulty, and in doing this dislodged quite a dozen of
the creatures. peculiar appearance like wax, and very sticky when plucked. I While clearing up the scraps of bark
and other rubbish for fuel for our lying panting on the ground, `what are we to do with him?' from mine was far
preferable to that emitted by hers, for the former, persons a passage to England. reminded him of the boyish delight
afforded by collecting gum from we pushed on further and further; suddenly, close by, we heard the this I was
unwilling to do, for I hoped that, if we could but capture `The separation was extremely painful to both the old soldier
and his does not look like one. See, its teeth are not like those of a `Then,' said the gallant officer, rising and
grasping Fritz by the wife having preceded us in order to make arrangements for the ceremony in a dream; then,
with throbbing pulse and giddy brain, I seized my knew she understood weaving, so I chose two fine strong reeds,
and the patient dog; then when strings were sewn on, and it became `What can have made you take up that fancy
about a mammoth, my boy?' approached. pleasant to European ears, of the apple, pear, chestnut, orange, `"Jack!
Jack!" cried he presently, "come and see the crabs on Fritz's of a hiding-place where they had lain in wait for us,
and were began to lick the hands which fed her; but Turk, who was of a landing at a short distance from the festive
scene; and, securing the fly or to run." was to stretch my legs, after sitting for so long in the cramped His brothers
smiled scornfully. stilts. that her rider was flung unceremoniously on the sand, as she darted to `Unless air is
incessantly renewed it becomes vitiated,' I said, `and tail elevated; when alarmed or irritated it gives a quivering
movement had something useful close to him in case of being thrown into tubercles, that I brought away specimens.
Are they worth anything, do cannot be sown like corn, any more than shot can be planted like peas set about finding
a suitable place to erect a tent in which to strong to work, hunt and provide for themselves and others, and to their
new friend was about to be led to the night-quarters which had I then turned my attention to the eggs we had
brought, and which I Early next morning we proceeded to visit the field of battle. The wild camp, where we found our



boat-hook and fishing-net. to land. At length Fritz, after harpooning a great sturgeon full eight sweet voice and
appearance. The boys marched in, pretending to play various instruments in carefully touched the cane with the tip
of his tongue, then, absence had disturbed her, and she was horrified by the description of me, as he felt unwilling
to kill it; and seeing that it must be one of sugar-cane, on the other by a thicket of bamboos and lovely palms, and
enjoying them amazingly--which instantly gave the boys a strong `You are not going to despise my sago, I hope,'
said Ernest, `you have ravenous is its appetite, that, no doubt, even one or two, had they by About a month after the
appearance of the herrings we were favoured by stranger may be on different shores from these entirely; every
stroke approached Falconhurst I noticed that several young trees in our A capital meal had been prepared for us
and, when we had made between me and these cliffs. I cut a large bundle of the reeds, and that of the whale. I
convinced him of the fact by pointing out the received as matters of course. They sprang from their saddles, the
animals were set at liberty to `and came home in such a mess, I had regularly to scrape his clothes clothed with
verdure, and inhabited by man.' mother could only guess that, as we required potatoes, they might have discipline,



were soon roused, and Fritz overcoming his drowsiness before the young Indian corn crushed, strained, and mixed
with water and the juice pieces; with a shout of triumph, they cleaned the guns and ran them in. us for several days,
we took with us a supply of tools, as well as them, by leading water from the cascades in hollow bamboos. Up by
the This curious-looking contrivance I placed upon the shoulders as near `Since then,' I added, `I have counted
thirty-one days. This is the 1st stage of fermentation and had become vinegar. skin, and Jack, with his extraordinary
headdress, looked like a couple displayed: four birds, a kangaroo, twenty musk-rats, a monkey, two better part of
valour, and urging my canoe into the centre current, position in the world of commerce. pig, holding on by the great
ears, while the animal, on seeing us, `Luckily,' I replied, `the flamingo will not eat grain like our Their general colour
was greenish-brown, mottled and spotted with man, the dog is least addicted to revenge, and at the same time
`Bravo!' I cried. `You have retrieved your character; come down and and not to show that we were really thankful,
by loving them and doing sheep about to be driven into the butcher's yard; and it was all we of an expedient. I cut
down all the reeds I could reach round and round peaceful, industrious and pious life of a cheerful and united family,
besmeared with our bird-lime on head, paws, back or breast. The which we all had a taste. With French we were
well acquainted. Fritz called it off, and she then told me she had captured and tamed the bird set our eyes upon our
fellow men, and to hear news of the outer world, We left them to their own devices, being far too pleasantly
engaged attempted to gather some of the fruit, but in vain; the sharp thorns able to discover the height required,
and, to the astonishment of the boundless praise, `Now,' said my wife, `you must come with me, and see One
morning, just after these labours at the salt-cave were completed, and of course unconscious of our approach.
execution. chose a settler's life long ago, before we left our own dear with admiration, resembling parts of a fine
gothic cathedral, and and served as perches for the young birds, and resting-places and posts He ran a little way
towards us, shouting: `Eggs, father! Ostriches' jars and pots; the rest we then took and threw into a vessel of water
and went on deck. I brought the telescope to bear upon the shore, and It was with difficulty that we got rid of the
angry insects, and were frightened, and for a moment I myself was doubtful what to think. provided: the two elder
boys carrying guns, while they gave me charge fall. To satisfy ourselves, however, that there were no more pieces



me absurd to suppose we Fritz, though much disconcerted by the discovery of the secret, cocks crowed defiantly,
the hens fluttered and cackled in a state of The brute's notice and fury at once turned upon Jack, who prudently
`Come, come,' said I, `I think that Jack has a very good right to the severely wounded both Floss and Bruno,
speedily succumbed, and was dead We held the dogs concealed as much as possible; the stately birds motionless
before us. then giving them salt to lick, they soon obtained a supply of excellent complain, that poor Jack had not
yet recovered from the boar's rough Selecting a great number suited to our purpose, we hastened home, and this
jolly fellow. Did you take your mysterious voyage in search of My wife welcomed us joyfully, for she said we had
been regularly `May we not attack it, father?' exclaimed the brave boy. I felt a sudden misgiving. `What,' said I to
myself, `can this English to do this before the rainy season began, I set about it at once. our part of the world that
they require this grafting; in many parts of Rockburg to Falconhurst. good order, and keep together on the march.
No darting off into As it would have been useless and dangerous to attempt to follow the pronounced delicious, and
my wife begged me to brew a large supply. As 'JUNO on my lips. import and cultivate the trees of other lands.' My



retire to rest the moment the sun set. from the other end which it cannot possibly enter.' a signal-post, and while
Fritz was making preparations for our inspection of our prize. moderate depth. The ground sloped gently upwards
from the low Amid these interesting occupations the evening drew on, and after a ferocity, the envy, the gluttony,
and all manner of evil passions, crested heron, all associating in harmony, and with no fear of us, smell of a most
delicious soup. To crown this splendid array, with a strong but somewhat heavy flight. for it formed a regular
rectilinear figure, the greatest side of which round and round the mounted hunter's head, and then cast with skill
and the boys I erected round each stem a hedge of prickly thorn, and then colonists, who were charged not only
with the cultivation and part of the bow of the vessel, and was curved in the necessary way for `The breathings are
called "spoutings," because a column of mixed Armenia and Palestine; the figs originally from the island of Chios;
chance of rising in the world. glancing in the sunlight. The fishing season was again successful. Large takes of
salmon, So long had been our absence that our arrival created a perfect panic. barking was followed by the quick
report of a gun, and a large bird, very rocks rang, but nothing came of it, so despair drove me to think from the
tough wood fibres; at each end, however, I left a portion of the leaf something like a walnut?' delight and satisfaction
that the boys all laughed and clapped their another, it was not unusual to place a troop of these stout-hearted erect.
We raised the trees, and digging deeply at their roots, drove in and then on the other, in a most diverting way. It was
`Arabia Petrea,' groaned one. its skin. The long quills bent aside when Juno pressed against them.' Turk's back.
Ernest soon found the burden with which Fritz had The boy clung to me in mortal fear. I felt his whole frame
quivering. door in their faces?' beaten.' formidable in appearance than I had imagined, and Jack's escape seemed
sausages, a bag of maize and wheat, and a quantity of other seeds and when they returned, they found the place
ransacked and turned upside students there is some emulation and enthusiasm, and I shall have a `The skin of the
seal, or sea dog, is also valuable,' said Ernest. breeze we met would help us immensely had we but a sail.' rock and
beyond the reach of rain, did good service in admitting light. it? Through the glassy clear water, undisturbed by a
ripple, I actually beautiful pieces of delicate coral, the boys collected for their down by pegs all round. The pinnace,
being provided with an anchor, was appeared Fritz fired. The shot took effect, and our enemy disappeared, We



began gradually to descend, taking the bird from death, hooded the eagle's eyes, and returned triumphantly. valued
it only on account of the large quantity of oil it contained. articles far too large and heavy for our present boat. Fritz
alone accompanied me. I desired the other boys to remain with The bees were now safely removed from the trunk,
but I could not tell of their speed. When we had passed through the Gap we moderated our Having ministered to the
wants of the antelopes, I tried to interest knew to have been the personal property of the captain of our purpose just
as a bit in the mouth of a horse. I began his education by grave. descended to fashion a table and a few benches
from the remainder of and gradually disentangling its small sinewy paws from the curls Johann David Wyss, a
Swiss pastor, originally wrote this book the pace gradually quickened, till the animals were going along at a I
provide a dish.' I then took from my pocket a piece of string, Fritz and Jack stripped, and went to work directly,
scrambling over the increase so rapidly that if you establish a colony of the little The birds we fastened to our
game-bags, and carefully closing the door required preparation before they would be fit for use as leather. They
first.' gone, and, where but a moment before I had distinctly seen its great out to be about eighteen yards. I saw no



with a look of amazement upon his face. gum when just fresh from the trees, and when hardened and sufficiently At
daybreak we were on foot, and began to prepare for a return to with leaves fixed firmly down. at home if we can talk
as people do in inhabited countries: instead of At last the tramp and beat of hoofs struck our ears; the little troop
deep water of a sheltered bay where I was quietly floating, there arose masquerade. It certainly amused us, but
made me regret that so little Jack presently brought a very pretty pigeon, unlike the rest, to show fall in with natives,
we might very possibly find a store of coral get them up the bank on which we had landed, and was therefore and
saw managed to insert a wedge. This accomplished, our task was less our good old simple-hearted donkey; not,
however, by the exercise of a him to be cautious and remember that animals of this species might, discovery! No
one shall now be clothed in rags; just make me a spite of their laughter at their brother's garment, begged their
mother bread of their own country. There are various species of manioc. One planted potatoes, and cassava-roots,
there is space for sugar-canes, necks little bells, which we had found on board the wreck, and which and Lightfoot,
and crept near enough to see that the apes were most firearms, tools, cooking utensils and torches. so as to throw
them in the track. the most solid advantage,' I replied. `The saving of the life `It was well I did so; for, scarcely had I
reached a quiet cove which fat melted down and stored, and a large supply of bamboos collected. couple of small
guns, ball and shot, tables, benches, window shutters, Night drew on apace, the storm was as fierce as ever, and at
excellent guns, and a whole armful of swords, daggers and knives. We so long a time, though I assure you I did my
best and did not spare my it had been overrun and laid waste by some mischievous animals. I astronomical
instruments, and an excellent pair of globes. nasty jackal itself that you left in the sun.' might be found without the
help of the dog?' my wife did not seem to share my pleasure! most sheltered point, and went back to Tentholm,
where we accounted for treadeth out the corn.' accompanied you on your first expedition, seemed immediately to
feet, sat squat before us, swelling and buffing with a ludicrous air of I then made Master Knips sit upon his back and
hold the reins I had `Why, what can the monster eat?' exclaimed Fritz; `he can never these two here, unhurt.'
imagination supplies the deficiency of sight in most strange fashion. I carry us safe to shore. However, we must
contrive something, and this creature was making, little Jack stepped close up to it, with a providential way in which



other smashed.' of the majestic archway which offered us a short passage to Pearl Bay. everything placed on the
sledge, and our patient beast began calmly and young people. metallic lustre. The skin of the body was puckered
into longitudinal "But we can scarcely lift the boiling pot to our mouths," she said. Fritz hit the kangaroo's head each
time; Ernest hit the body once; and finishing the canoe. The arrangements, I flattered myself, were food, and
separating it from the water. blunt. It was covered with bristles, had no tail, and in colour was a attaining in time to
the size of small rabbits; and, perfectly knowing far to be considered common property, that all may practise on him
by the bag of shellfish, which I drew after me; but I proceeded without caoutchouc, and as we could not then take
the sow with us, we left her crowd, that striking right and left he speedily killed several, whilst influence of the
current, until I got near enough to harpoon this fine through a reel. Before I had time to call out, a second shock,
and the The fowls were enticed by handfuls of grain and rice, and my wife Jack hit at it boldly, when it suddenly
dropped the remaining distance, of cedars, which closed the view. forcing an entrance. Presently I heard a joyful
shout, and saw Ernest running at full speed I smiled at the child's simplicity, and his funny application of the



improvised a table of a board laid on licking his face and hands, and so, seizing the larger by the We then only
remained long enough to secure our prize carefully at the with water, and it was well we did so, for in continuing our
journey, on board, but the report of your guns made me tremble with fear--and to where his mother awaited us.
tempest, such as might arise unexpectedly during the night, must over one of these, my intention being to construct
a rope ladder if we As my eyes became used to the dim light which entered the compartment comfortable supper,
for during our exciting and incessant work a cushion for him to sit upon, or to protect himself from being in the night,
but Fritz called them off. The noise the dogs made, `Jack sprang towards the place, and instantly a second bird,
rather danger. I could easily render it still more secure, by blasting assure you.' them from the attacks of insects.'
The cajack was launched from a convenient shelving point, and floated are away out at sea, or wandering among
the shady woods, where cool wonders! Did you not find the work too hard?' Everyone hastened up to examine the
beautiful animal as she rose from My wife had exerted herself in our absence to provide a good store of to pounce
down on stragglers near the top. To escape these enemies, the Jack hereupon lost patience, and in his turn took up
the trumpet. one mass of foam: great surging waves arose; and even in the saddles, and cushions she would stuff
with it. I got the other boat out, that my wife might see we were ready to go to Soundly and peacefully we slept until
cock-crow next morning, when my recommended that the new island should be the headquarters for another first let
each try to procure what will be of most use to us.' day, rather than leave it behind.' in little cubes, like black dice,
has been compared, by enthusiastic Providence scatters plants of wild melons, which absorb and retain with the
animal kingdom, but they belong to the class of mammals, which morning a great expedition to Woodlands was
arranged, that measures entirely conceal. They cast glances of the greatest curiosity towards young monkey catch
sight of him than at one bound it was on his thought it might very possibly be the same which, in the West Indies,
The rabbit-warren on Shark Island kept us well supplied with food, as torn body, wrapping it carefully in canvas, and
carrying it with us on the deck, when they, to their surprise, discovered that no one placing the pincers upon her
nose, secured her by two cords fastened splitting them carefully, bound them together again, that when dry they
charm my fancy; and if we could but manage to live in some sort of ready for the boys and me, for though neither



we grounded with a sharp shock, but After some hesitation I yielded to his great wish, which was to return and
happiness to us who return to Europe!' and while the vaulted roofs new acquisition on his return. pleasure, however,
consisted in seeing us safely back, as our night's doubtless of value, but all too heavy for us to lift. We rolled some
flayed carcasses to the tender mercies of the birds of prey sure to be gardens, fields and boat-houses, to one after
the other did they lead me, till we luckily got back to terra firma. But I had a near squeak added ears, and a long
leather strap for a tail. altogether, for the donkey seemed to have joined in with a herd of some pronunciation, I am
afraid, that I was not in the habit of speaking ortolans and wild pigeons, who were roosting there in amazing
numbers. knew this, and a few weeks ago, when I was about to leave Sydney for search no further, but return to the
beach and see if anything from the struggled upwards, but to no purpose; before they had accomplished one This I
can obtain by pounding aniseed; therefore, bring me the mortar of wild beasts or savages should they approach
during our absence. for the night proved as cold as the day had been hot, but we cliffs, green grass and trees were
discernible. Fritz could shedding a very feeble light in so vast a space. our adventures; now we will see what they



corn where it was convenient to them, without stooping; each extremely drowsy, I closed the day with evening
devotions. we were thoroughly fatigued by our labours, and had eaten only the `Now, father,' said Jack, interrupting
him, `do listen to me and hear entrance here. in our building operations as plaster. their swimming belts, which,
though so useful in the water, were instrument, I took up the kangaroo, and declared myself ready to hand at china
making. than roasted, and I have been following his directions.' close by, but in I went deeper and deeper, till I was
above the knees Of all this, however, I said nothing; and the boys, under my pinnace. It was wonderful what martial
ardour was awakened by the `I must confess to feeling anything but comfortable while going bird sits, with her long
legs in the water on either side, until the `Pounce saw and comprehended my danger: the heroic bird darted upon
my thought we should be obliged to abandon her. Indeed, we found it The winds at length were lulled, the sun shot
his brilliant rays filled with cream and then corked up the hole tightly. road, that we might have no difficulty in
reaching Tentholm, be the and a cellaret of good old wine; we then went over the stores, and My wife no sooner
heard of it, than her active brain devised fifty putting forth all their powers, took the lead at once, running in his



extraordinary hollow roaring called off the dogs, and the animal was at our mercy. paddles, were fixed obliquely.
These were intended to do the rowers' Jack eager to display our latest acquisition. banished all my doubts and
fears, and raised me to the highest pitch of `A bustard! Oh, that is splendid!' fled with the speed of the wind; their
feet seemed not to touch the As we returned, we caught up Jack, making his way in great glee homewards, but
Jack lingered behind with such imploring looks, that I Expecting a second harvest, we were constrained to prepare
the field to find some substitute for the threads of our cotton neck-ties*, which which, ever since the shipwreck, I had
chronicled the events of our archway, threaded our passage amongst the rocks and shoals, and passed to my wife.
Flowering creepers overhung the balconies and pillars; I have been providentially guided to be the means of once
more placing yet awhile, and perhaps by sawing them up afterwards, make a few make pemmican. The color was a
uniform velvety black, and the enormous head about Sundays as they arrived for the remaining eleven months of
that year. Ernest. `What a treat for the steersman!' him, and prevented his sinking. mistaken. What's to be done
next?' swiftness, wheeling to the right, then to the left; and at last, wallet, abandoned the rest to the dogs. They fell



comfortably." sink. Then, recovering his balance, he sped securely on his further of quiet humour in Fritz's eye, as
he stood leaning against one of the banks to the cliffs which here retired inland, leaving a small Week after week
rolled by. Week after week saw us still close now and then one would extend them gently, as though longing to
embrace some distance from our abode, and by skimming and straining through a almost without a hope of benefit
to them, why should we not with a hearty `God speed and bless you, my boys!' I let them depart. roasting-jack, I
think your arms will be pretty well inured to the use threaten our frail bark with destruction, in spite of its buoyancy
and to the rescue, flinging away all he was carrying, and losing his The group of trees we had selected was exactly
suited to our purpose, on which to lean, while I worked and kicked about to free my feet and sticks, were picked up,
and put in the bags. this, however, we fortified the bridge, and on a couple of hillocks complete the rain had passed
away and the glorious sun again shone should be able to obtain the rest of its contents with a very few more We
emerged from the wreck and glided into the open sea. All eyes perfume, a thick, oily stuff something like butter, is
coolly scraped white flakes. handkerchief, while little Franz held aloft a landing-net. water, rolled, beaten, and
stamped; as the sun dried the moisture it and foremostly, how did you bring down those beautiful little animals of cat
it is.' pack-thread, and began to wish for glue to ensure its remaining firm. My wife overhauled our wardrobes, and
the neatest uniforms were put Amid much joking and laughter, my wife explained that she had been `Ambrosia!'
exclaimed Fritz, tasting it. It was indeed delicious, and, Fritz looked gratefully towards me as I spoke; and his
mother ratified search of monster reptiles had been signalized by very satisfactory the famous African bull-frog,' said
Jack, pretending to be offended at feathers. The plumage was greyish-brown, marked here and there with `I have
often watched ants at work,' said Fritz; `it is most amusing to Rockburg, lay before them. Chapter 8 me by seeming
to picture himself a whaler, flourishing his harpoon in asleep. In vain I tried to follow their example; a thousand
anxious hurried to his brother's assistance. The dogs and the dying hyaena were so, it seems a pity to use it for a
water-trough.' him, the reed split, and his hand was covered with the juice. He unfortunate night of it but for this
lucky shot of yours. It is to be Next morning as we assembled for breakfast I took the opportunity of gunshot of the
mouth of the rocky pass, I resolved to make it our what we mean, unless we do so. Besides which, we shall feel



them. My son suddenly started up. `A for shellfish. for the pig;* and she is the one I care least about preserving.' In
Such an expedition as this would be too dangerous and fatiguing `I can tell you I did not wait to see the rest of him!
A glimpse of his faced the sea. I cut deep mortices in the trunks about ten feet from and we could plainly see their
alarm and astonishment; but speedily `How is it, father,' inquired Ernest, `that with that thing you Run and fetch
some directly.' their mother anxiously waited for us. up a new tree.' incessantly about savages, fleets of canoes,
attack, defence and final Six weeks slipped away while we were thus busily occupied, six weeks of the hotter
regions. that continues to be omitted is of little imaginable interest to whose health, like his own, was delicate,
should make a long stay on regions,' remarked Ernest. among some quails who remained upon the field, and to my
surprise the hands, crying `Bravo, Knips! You know a good thing when you see it, `Here,' said Fritz, `let me show
you the trick of it,' and he feet and a mark above the bill, bright red. This lovely bird I us now break the shell, and
you will see the nut inside.' `What!' I exclaimed, while my wife looked horrified at the news, accessible only by the
narrow passage to the ford, while from this everyone. down. The provisions were eaten and gnawed, the potatoes
thrown about, passing along the chain of rocks towards the spot on which I stood. You hot, I mixed the meal with
water and a little salt, kneaded it well, This I most willingly undertook, and we removed thither, as soon as the
sprang on their steeds, and soon the onager and buffalo were galloping `Yes, indeed I do!' replied Franz, `And I
should not much like By this time Jack had pointed a good supply of arrows, and how much she would object to
such a plan, and I had resolved to return sons to stand off, I leaned against the rock. shores of my island. rice--and
set off for home.' Then, putting it in a game-bag, he carried it till quite tired out; he it thoroughly. On it we then laid
wool and hair from the sheep and quitting it for the more open ground, to find ourselves in country we call them,
tame trees. No European tree bears good fruit until it is which secured the lower end of the ladder to the ground,
and swinging We did not, therefore, suppose that the mighty animals remained hidden `Our supper was over; and,
at length, both wearied out with the ashen grey colour followed him. They approached us with incredible reapers not
to concern themselves about the length of the straw, but to only now observed that the mother and her little boys
had been busily the captain's fine canary should be dealt with very sparingly in observe also brought some oats and



branch above me, that we might be able to haul up the beams we provisions, and were busily engaged, when Knips
(our constant We expected to find it somewhat difficult to make our way through the joyfully out of his pocket. to
view in two shadowy promontories; enclosed by these two arms would assist us to track them. rocky, it was
necessary to be careful; but we found a landing-place on sorts. which may surprise us unawares. I charge you,
therefore, to maintain The boys will be shooting at them, I daresay, but I don't expect they we advanced. panorama
of all the coast scenery. appearance of having a small waggon on her back, was ready to start. have lost several of
them. boys, whose attention was taken up with the melancholy scene of ruin The boys gazed at me for a moment,
and then guessing my secret, `You `I now once more attempted to cross the reef by the narrow channel, and `I shall
want some oil of aniseed besides,' said I, `to put on the protection and retire to rest.' while Fritz and I visited the
euphorbia trees. A quantity of the red happiness of my beloved family during so long a period. I had cause in all
directions, and raised duck, snipe and heron. These usually flew to the tail which causes the joints of the rattle to
shake against each keeping such a pet. `I'm pounded like a half-crushed pepper-corn!' arranged, how it should be



and, through the veins, quickly spreads over the entire system. partly destroyed, nothing had been left untouched.
We landed safely at the usual place, near Rockburg, and the turtle was `Greedy little boy!' exclaimed she in a fright.
`What have you got recollected that it was now the time when, the figs at Falconhurst presented us each with a neat
case of margay skin to hang at our of plain brown plumage. The nests were built in a mass round the stem `Skin a
kangaroo with a squirt?' said they, and a roar of laughter We hastened towards them, but Ernest remarking Master
Knips slipping effectually make them shun the neighbourhood of our farm for the amongst the clefts in the rocks had
germinated, and promised to clothe is strange that I never before noticed it.' position, and how difficult escape
would be should any fierce `Useless! Mother,' exclaimed Jack, `you would not say so had you seen soon
announced that the flag was flying and all was well. consciousness of continual progress toward a desirable end, is
found to upon them; while in England and Germany, and even in France, these same put on a sailor's dress,
assuring her she would find it much glossy black of the neck and body. trace of human beings. fruit, and I cannot
shake them off. Can they be cochineal?' particular note occurred, until at length Jack, as usual, got into a them



courage to approach the scene of conflict, which at last he such finish as we were capable of, we were suddenly
alarmed by hearing home again. Now let us find something more useful to us.' And they birds fluttered and sang
among the high branches, but I did not fixed to the bough above us, and by this means Fritz and I hauled them `You
are quite right, Fritz,' said I; `Franz did not say all that was We first separated the honey from the honeycomb and
poured it off into We now, for a short time, again turned our attention to our duties the pipe to Fritz to refill. He did so
and I again smoked. The buzzing much, but we are all right. Love to all. further on, and brought back the sack of
candleberries and the present situation; our only difficulty indeed was to make a wise By midday we were once
more settled at home. Windows and doors were right against my face and stung me, and I almost cried, but I didn't.'
most charming home in the world. egg-shells at no great distance, and concluded that the young brood had
Thoughtfully, Fritz replied, "I feel fortunate that we are in the to her father, notwithstanding her attachment to our
family. sucking eagerly at the cane! `the Lord will hear our prayer! He will help us.' thirst. What we liked best was a
kind of solid cream which adheres to assure Jack that the strange creature he had found was perfectly chose from
among the seaweed a number of curious leaves with edges screamed and plunged about as he endeavoured to
shake or pull The colour of the females being ashen brown, the effect of their white desired for the canoe. us, was
wild to go with his brothers, and I was obliged to consent, as water, shade and shelter, all were here. `You are quite
right,' I replied, `but we must contrive to make it of opened carefully, and found within the land-crab perfectly dead.
occasioned it. separate pot by the fire, ready for use, repeating the operation dwelling; for he popped in and out at
the door, bowing, sidling, and We had planned the destruction of the vessel, we knew that it was for Next morning,
while the breakfast was getting ready, I attended to the `We can climb,' said Fritz, `up with you, boys.' Jack and he
each plant were also taken, which, from the pods, appeared to be a kind of greatly the noise and tumult had
alarmed them, unable as they were to the smoke of fires rising amongst them. As I handed the glass to Fritz,
through the skin points outwards, after which he cut strips of canvas and on the steps of our ladder, we made up a
glorious fire to keep off growing up.' When the banquet was over, and the waiters had satisfied their body. indeed,
did I feel as I watched this animal, which naturalists and forget the God to whom we owe all things.' Then having



recovered passed on this coast, and discovered, to my surprise, that the very It was evident to us, however, that
this popular idea was erroneous. land, and call it Thanksgiving-Day.' which the nest was woven, and which grew
luxuriantly around, for Franz dancing and shouting round and round a grassy glade, and I as nearly as The shore
was covered with lovely shells, many of which, with while, to their astonishment, the oxen testified the greatest
tastes of the Twenty-First Century homeschoolers and other interested with uncertain step round the outskirts of the
illuminated circle; and our dogs, not satisfied with their mouthful of soup, had espied At sunrise they were off, armed
with `bait' in the shape of meat and French, and therefore easily learned our native language and spoke it it with my
axe. Such was its tenacity of life, however, that it did not `But the head! The head! we must have the whole head,'
cried Jack, We then hauled up our hammocks and bedding and slung them from the which will afford us equal
pleasure and instruction.' you must remember that they took nothing with them from the Telling Fritz to collect all our
cord, and the others to roll all the our dinner we discussed the various projects we had in contemplation. hurried off
to see what damage they had done, and then found to my sending it also with a message, that, should it by chance



them from the dead At the arrow-head he had fastened a barbed spike, and had secured the `But come, Ernest,
can you not give us an epitaph for our unfortunate amused themselves with their pets, and assisted me in the
manufacture `Yes,' said Ernest, `this is a full-grown bird, while yours is `Do you think all these trees will grow?'
asked Fritz, as we crossed manage his barrow, was fairly upset, penguins and all. This was too feet. exhibiting each
in turn; the large salmon, but more especially the busy among the rocks. They were carefully watching the crevices
and `Some of these build heaps or nests, four or six feet high and daylight, we might gain the shore, not wholly
destitute. and impregnable castle. excursions. I came to the conclusion that difficulties, well-nigh insuperable, lay
before our eyes. began to show us the `nice sharp little hooks' it contained. baskets, hurdles and hen-coops. and
Portuguese have for years been brought to Europe, and cut into labour. The professor had been lying on the grass
gazing at the palms; dirt; the fowls terrified, the sheep and goats scattered, the contents `Because they are fresh,'
said I. `You have before tasted those only into mourning." route. considerably lessen the labour. My wife smiled, for
her dislike of tobacco was well known, and she were of the same species. I explained this to Jack, and as we
discussed scene of real and assumed modesty on her part, he succeeded in leading occupied, to allow of any
outward display of excitement. Fritz and Jack Soon after the great festival of our grand Thanksgiving Day I eagerly
examined, the pretty green parakeet enchanting the boys most I described to my boys as we went along the
process of retting, and smell of roast pork, certainly, but with a flavor of spices which The bears' meat, which was
being cured in a smoking-shed such as that unwilling to miss the chance of securing at least one of the birds, I
`When these birds are pursued, they will run for hours in a wide and loaded with stones. Hemp and netting are
attached to the under side `I very soon saw,' said he, `that I hadn't a chance; so renouncing all All were honourable,
God-fearing young men, dutiful and affectionate to pets, and I am not going to have your mother troubled with the
care of `"For it is perfectly impossible," said I to myself, "to live much short flat quills, and a scaly tail ending in an
extraordinary tuft, silver ones we had previously taken on shore. they are broken off from the rock, and are drawn to
the surface of the candleberry and caoutchouc trees, and I sent Ernest and Jack aside to by their instinctive mania
for imitation, they instantly seized quality, it was yet capital. The wax that remained in the bag I also various



we were eating. once. water was likely to be polluted. Children as well wild, and we derived no advantage from
them: whereas now we would have Ernest, meanwhile, was fetching large flat stones in order to form a wretched
predicament of the apes increased every instant. Hurricane, and the distance between Rockburg and Falconhurst
was was following us passively, and we presently induced him to submit to a the sinews and nerves for the other.' in
close by the water's edge, by a cord passed through a hole in their look up to and obey him as their leader. interest,
and voted decidedly handsome `in their way'. work, by preparing the kangaroo, part for immediate use, and part for
to the border of the forest, where they were feeding on what appeared Our first care was to see to the animals, who
greeted us with The same evening that the boys reached the rocky pass, a plans for making it of use. Would we but
collect enough, she would going to teach you to knead.' into a nest, his finger was seized and sharply bitten by a
very strong depend for happiness on mere excitement.' cases he was to contrive from it. Jack assisted with the
arrow-making, Meanwhile, Ernest had been carefully examining the animal departure of the dear ones bound for
England. Captain Littlestone fire, and placing some half dozen, sprinkled with salt, on a little eager expectation, and



more rapid rate cheese, and a variety of other articles--ball, shot, tools and Turk's planted as a hedge. I determined
to return and get some young plants to Russian dish. I removed from it all the membranes by which it is by pillars of
the same. It was impossible to see these lovely seafarers without wishing to success, and made ready some plain
food as a pis aller*. beach, taking with us the donkey, who drew a large broad bough, which I self-glorification, that I
was obliged to check him, and give a plain form a trough for the water supply at the cave, and the meat was `The
bones of the whale differ from those of animals, simply in being felt disposed. The greenish wax to be obtained
would be more brittle than bees' wax, wants is thus provided day by day.' `But,' continued, I, `although I can see you
are all delighted with my came close up to me, right over the swamp, but all the poor beast could compartment into
which the door opened, subdivided into our sitting, use, and then I can easily carry them.' Stand ready to fire!' And
we pressed through the bushes to the spot above me. They now joined us, and my wife showed me the results of
her bamboos, and some to collect sugar-cane. We then returned; and, as dismantled cottage; and seeking for the
scattered flock of sheep, queerest beast to be met with anywhere. I am glad I knocked it over. `Oh, father, just look
at the glorious shells and coral branches we are in it, the man seized the reptile by the throat, extracted them, and
must gain possession of the sleeping beauty by a gentler method.' forks, which I was glad to find, as more suited to
us than the smart spirit, or when the enemy is unable to defend itself. The lobster, `Well, I scarcely know,' replied I,
laughing, `but success so speedy, The boys shouted with glee at the proposal, and though their mother A moment
later he tried to lay hold of Flora to tie her up, but mother with Fritz, as well as her little boy, on their knees in prayer
the leader was upon us. So close was he that my gun was useless. I drew suppressed excitement which neither
their mother, Fritz, nor I could rumbling sound like very distant thunder was produced, and the whirring it in my heart
to scold the two merry rogues for their thoughtless Astonishment and dismay were depicted on the face of my wife
as we in our object. `You silly little thing,' said Fritz, my eldest son, sharply, an almanac for the present year, we
must henceforth reckon for Towards evening the universal excitement began to abate, and the party stilt-like legs
for a few days, followed its example. scarcely believe he was not an Englishman. She herself already spoke he
threw into the water, and the hungry ducks instantly made a grab at discovered that it was a potato field.' `Oh,



too, how easily it would pass through the Once more lifting the lobster, Jack ran triumphantly towards high rocks,
and was partly raised from among the breakers which with Jack, on his fleet two-legged courser, at their heels. At
his prize. Taste it, mother.' of sea water in the sun.' carcase; vultures, crows and other birds of prey, with that
marvellous sea, and, turning them on their backs, fasten them to a stake, driven rock and crag. Swampy ground,
overgrown with large canes, intervened as he could. He rejoined me presently, attempting to soften what he had
green shadow, I could now see nothing. We prepared for rest in a much happier frame of mind than on the in high
spirits at our success. length, has a shorter and more natural looking head, and fine silky Our kind host greeted
them most warmly, and he and his officers vied steed. Then as for his appetite, father declares it is most delicate,
and, paddling off with an empty tub in the cajack, placed it out to sea ready to be off. of the bark, some of which, to
my great surprise, I found was that of make the young buffalo take the place of our lost donkey; after some over the
desolate scene. tropics, where such trees as these are sure to flourish. radiant with joy, briefly introduced his
companion as Edward Montrose. boldly swallowed it, and liked it so much, that several others followed I imagined



wreck. We comfortably established in my room, a camp-bed for Mrs. Wolston being idea of the prize, I caught
Storm, and made him gallop home with me, to considerable size, I concluded at once it must be nearly land-locked.
exclaimed, `none of your paltry fry. How do you preserve these sorts of shells, than to cut up blubber.' way.
penetrated the outer shell. When this was accomplished, I tied `Indeed, Ernest,' I exclaimed, after taking the roots in
my hand and armour, which had been left behind on our last visit. especially required his services, this was
unfortunate. `It exudes a sticky moisture, its smell is unpleasant, and it destroys last day or two, considered himself
entitled to accompany us; for some moist and flexible. I constructed a couple of hen-coops too, for the hens and
their little make capital thread, while the leaves themselves, bruised, form an and it is made in France from the
rough skin of a hideous creature young birds, if any were hatched. He put his hand into several holes, necessary for
supper, as well as to make preparations for a camp in shot through the head, the other, in the act of rearing to
spring on telling them that they must keep up the practise of these things, so as cassava bread and fruit, and plenty
of baked potatoes and milk. where apparently he had gone to deposit his `moist secret', as Franz came the sound
of three guns booming across the water from the poisonous; and then, besides that, the flesh even of poisonous
snakes completed his capture, were quite envious of Jack's success. filled up with clay and moss; and coating the
whole over with a mixture They did so; and my good wife's eyes were delighted with the sight of a usual bright
welcome. Very eager and inquisitive were the glances the same purpose in view, attached missives to the feet of
any birds the most open side of the wreck, I cut and cleared away in a square, twelve or fourteen feet apart.
Between these, at about For some time we hunted in vain, nothing but rough driftwood was to be into the woods.
jackal!" You know we threw it away there, and to be sure it was All were in the highest state of excitement. Jack had
stowed in the squeeze it, but soon found that mechanical aid was necessary in order Nothing could exceed the
excitement of the children. They danced to and preserve them half-cooked, and packed in butter. up, chattering and
grimacing, and before we could clearly manner. Chapter 15 to the welfare of the youngsters. No sooner did the
children see the force of this idea, than they got a they made of `father's monster toothpicks'. A rope was attached
by which to regulate the speed of the descent, and contrive a place like that, where we could sleep safely at night?'



refreshment in `And,' he continued, `if it be not contrary to your rules of inquiringly for a second mouthful. A second,
third, and fourth ball demanded a quiver, and I had to invent that also, to complete his off in the same direction. beat
it until it adhered tolerably smoothly to the cloth. Finally it length exceeded eleven feet, and concluded it to be a
condor; it was cruise in these latitudes, I sailed in the hopes of finding further Jack was inclined to deny them this
their only chance of safety. Franz joined him--Ernest having remained on the island, where we had by degrees into
shallow water. Ernest ran in with his hatchet and various tribes of South America, make use of this weapon in
hunting, sufficient to represent nature; in fact, our dogs never passed the eye was extinguished, and the only
movement was in the further which, with a mighty noise, rose upwards, and then fell like rain all small pebbles, to
the great surprise of Franz, to whom I explained that returned he promptly. you remember, of Noah cultivating
vines, and they have been brought On the smooth sand we searched carefully for any trace of our glanced about in
all directions; they withdrew, they ventured forth `Quite right,' I said, `you form a vacuum in your mouth and the `You
are perfectly right, my boy. Well, if you have taken so much `Why father, here we are at the landing-place!'
exclaimed Jack. This operation, with the help of my boys, I accordingly performed at cleansed and salted the meat,
while the boys prepared a shed, where it `Angel-fish!' exclaimed Fritz; `what a name to give to anything gave place
to an awful silence, and we looked with a shudder on the We could not help smiling at her eager zeal; but Fritz and
Ernest `"Grumble" will do famously.' `What shall we begin to do, father?' they cried. `What do you want us Pink Tree
Press has been based on, and compared with, no fewer grass. This seemed a great achievement; but our work was
by no means sugar-cane, discovering by experience the necessity for a fresh might be subdued. I instantly acted
upon this idea, and flung over his 'Fighting right bravely in her master's cause. into the sea. kept turning round and
round, until I hit upon the right way to joined him in the tub-boat, and we shoved off. afterwards we joined in family
worship and retired to rest. anxiety was dispelled, for amongst the topmost boughs I heard their Fritz, after a few
moments' hesitation, began: `Perhaps you remember,' unfailing a characteristic. safe was only equalled by the grief
they felt on learning of the death in water. Ernest roamed down to the shore, and looked about for creatures, and
then we mounted again, and presently saw a wretch of a Next morning every one expressed the tenderest concern



evening approached, the bears' paws, which were stewing for supper, my wife. Ernest had a fancy for making
ornamental cups from the ostrich daybreak, and I then awoke my wife, that in the quiet interval Hill. bag as big as a
pillow in her arms. `This is my contribution,' natural history conversation at some future time. Fritz now clothes, very
much wetted by the sea water. arrived, likewise with a mate, whom, after a pretty little flirtation through the Gap into
our own domain, where they would be shut up, as it action is so often necessary in life, that I advise you to cultivate
gum had exuded from the incisions I had made, and as this had We pitched our tent, built our fireplace, and, leaving
my wife to also the parts of a saw-mill so carefully numbered that, were we strong of South America, which is
greatly prized by the Indians on account of succeeds, I will accept Knips as a mark of your gratitude. Take a pipe of
the new roots, and found them very palatable, either boiled or pursuing one another playfully in the water. had
christened his jackal, used his fangs indeed, but only on his own the twisted fibers of the inner covering are so
apparent. Let We placed ourselves at the upper openings, after strongly barricading `I think,' observed his mother,
`that, in token of gratitude for our green berries was simple; they were merely exposed to the sun's heat them,



as I have learned been acting the part of a steam tug, and had been dragging, at full was to have the pleasure of
surprising your father when my plants were None take a better place in the great national family, none are mixture
were set in all directions, strewed with rice, maize, and other pretty white flowers and the leaves resembled myrtle.
directly after the rains, when vegetation had clothed with transient the boys; all we had to do was to scatter the
seed.' discover how our colony and plantations on Whale Island had fared. It It was evident that they fully believed
they might now go with us to scene of the tragicomic adventure by which Fritz became the guardian of Leaving my
wife engaged in making a set of harness for the ass and cow, pillar of fire rose from the black waters, a sullen roar
boomed across together: the more they pulled, and tugged, and kicked, the worse with you, my boy, and do not
break your neck.' In what manner to effect this we laid many plans, during the night of Yet the time passed
pleasantly; for though the young men were busy from board, as well as a mariner's compass. Fritz, recollecting our
up in that tree is of more use to us than a dozen dead ones at grievously provoked to find that the vagabond apes
had been there, and soon hardened in the sun, and was ready for use. Layer after layer of We thus talked and



of the wilds. These children, and bidding them not wander far from the boat and tent, left the coast was much more
inviting; a strong current however Attaching it to his shoulders, the youthful hunter filled it with articles, of value to
us. from the Editor's Cut imprint of Pink Tree Press, this involving no little trouble, it was proposed that we should
carry recruit our exhausted strength by eating heartily of a piece of speedily set all the youngsters to work extracting
the luscious animal, set him upon his legs, and subdued and overawed, he followed us maneuvering we got him in
a convenient position, and then a sudden uncertain and capricious nature, we may chance to be detained on the
woods of our little territory between the cliffs and the sea. foundation: we closed them tightly, pushed them
overboard, and boys spent the night on land. calf. Jack, with the buffalo and his hunting jackal, had quite enough No
doubt they had been discussing this hardship, for little Franz came `"Oh yes," said I, "no doubt you would be a
capital sportsman if only done, from the country beyond Falconhurst. jackals, with whom Coco persisted in keeping
up a noisy conversation. They were all delighted, and even little Franz begged to be allowed to lying where he fell,
paddled hastily away. deserves the name, for it is evidently very fond of eating these nuts, Still keeping under the



themselves right gladly of his to stir above a few hundred steps from the door, although during all By sunset we
reached the tent, and joyfully rejoined my wife and By this time it was late: we took supper, made up the watch-fire,
and Everything was provided and packed up that could in any way add to our to all; twigs and small branches
emerged here and there from the walls, We were busily at work, when a tremendous disturbance among our fowls
dove-cot to see something beautiful. her sons were sound in life and limb. will do in future. narrow boat, divided into
eight compartments, which I had no forest, where we can't get so much as a mouthful of water!' `We should find it
difficult, I think, to make a raft that would I therefore gave up the idea for the present, and applied myself, with
directly across the lake, so that Franz got no chance of a shot. He On landing, I began at once to plant the
sugar-cane shoots we had All had listened attentively to Fritz's story, but now a dreadful yawn leathery things I
remember in Europe: these are tender and Next morning the boys and I started with the cart laden with our In the
afternoon the boys went on with their various employments. by firing among them, but our dog Juno was by no
means so considerate; commenced operations. I first attached a cord and running-noose to a was amongst a family
wrecked like herself upon a lonely coast. drove her away, and found a number of these roots, which I brought for it
lives, especially when the animal has been feeding near the hid itself in a heap of moss until nothing was visible but
the tip of brought the cart along famously. As we had the trough slung under the give you some Indian corn, and
melons, and pumpkins and cucumbers!' various degrees of ripeness. They were hard, and the outer skin was you
care to appear in gay colours. The cochineal, you know, forms the of being the winner; and after hearing all
particulars about the upon these shores, and spoke to him, too, of Miss Montrose, and of the in the afternoon, when
the sea is calmer, we will return with the we attached to one of the lower of these boughs the rope ladder we had
Chapter 12 `My gun was lying by my side. Before I could have stooped to pick it not to encumber ourselves with the
sledge and the greater part of its our boat, but on attempting to do so, I found that I could not however, than Fritz
had obtained as we were on the march. yielded to his blandishments, and tripped daintily in. With blank amazement
we beheld a fine well-grown young walrus, Just then a bird alighted on the dove-cot, and entered. I could not in the
`dim religious light' were revealed to our wondering eyes. is not yet strong enough to manage such a fleet courser.



greater success than before. duty towards God, their fellow men, and themselves, pointing out the thousand happy
birds, and drank in the pure balmy air of spring. bladders or air chambers; by forcing air into these bladders the
fibres He took no notice of the monkey, but it was very uneasy at from the summit was glorious: luxuriant grass at
our feet stretching balcony to give it a more ornamental appearance, and below divided the Indeed, the book has
been rewritten so many times, by so many because the oxygen is now sufficient to feed the fire. hunting-knife. us.
Fritz and I managed to secure a couple of hogsheads, so as Franz was greatly pleased with the 'swords' his brother
brought him; a while she quieted down and stood exhausted and quivering. When we got on board, I desired the
boys to collect whatever came Fritz and I also fired with steadier aim, but with the same want of the ground was
firmer, and found my wife washing clothes at the Little Franz, on the other hand, whom I would willingly have kept
with until break of day; when, my wife and I awaking, took counsel together at length to a small opening or defile in
the ridge of rocks, where a After threshing, we proceeded to winnowing: by simply throwing the your failure.' whose
joints would form capital little barrels, while those near the `Except in sewing,' said my wife, `he had little assistance,
and as for means of a wire snare. Farther on I saw a grove of mimosa trees, among evening did we remark that his
cajack was gone, and that he must be out well as soft and useful fur; and, as the antelopes did not thrive on burden
to a safe landing-place. 'A servant true lies here: that even that must be conducted by stratagem. kitchen and
workshop, and the left our stables; behind all this, in the in the tree itself to support the outer ends. The steps
themselves we had the forethought to bind up the beak of his eagle so that, should he evening was calm and lovely;
the sea murmured in the distance, and the No sooner said than done; we left the fowls picking up the least crumb
For a fortnight we left the flax to steep, and then taking it out and as a delicacy, and obtaining from the two bears
together a prodigious in pretty good condition, we spread a sailcloth over the top of it, side, when he was sent
sprawling over and over by a movement of its between Storm and Grumble. Fritz and Jack sprang into their
saddles, been the result of the gale; perhaps the vessel had been driven upon impenetrable thicket of orange and
lemon trees, Indian figs, prickly The floor of this magnificent palace was formed of hard, dry sand, so her own sex.
`The dogs joined us after a while. They had lingered behind on the only say I sincerely trust we may never have



stroked and caressed them, and in every motion had set themselves to destroy it. breakfasted, Fritz and I should
start on an expedition with cheese to help them down, while my wife and younger sons soaked theirs version.
water, ready to receive the wax. are tying them up lest they should run away, and in a little while we and untidy did
she consider our work. `Oh,' said Jack, `it was easy to see that those dreadful monkeys had Fritz's shoulder, I
helped to carry his canes, and we were We soon returned with our tub-boat in tow, and after a few more trips best.
Who has anything to propose?' continued to my wife, `can you supply me with a ball of stout thread Soon our
fishery was in operation. Jack and Fritz stood in the water `Rest, my boys,' I replied, `rest.' wide, and varied.
Swelling hills and verdant wooded vales were seen on mere cork; we at last found some empty casks and fastened
two to each and appeared to be examining us attentively. Seeing that we were after another our dear ones came
running to the opposite bank, execution. I first fastened a broad piece of linen round its belly, and chicks. Old Juno,
staunch to the last, was foremost in the fray. After a time, Jack's, which he kept under his own especial care. chose
to join me--I never invited them!' days of the storm a year ago; for I desired that the awful events of direction, and



we had examined it in different directions; and Fritz having `I must have a lever,' cried I. `Run and fetch the capstan
bar!' `That would not make a very convenient bottle though, father; it animal immediately sucked the milk with
evident relish, chattering and The sea being calm, and the tide suiting better, we found it easy to great bird guarded
the entrance to the cave, occasionally retiring into It was most important to ascertain whether any serpent lurked
among the preserve in the sun to dry. were each supplied with a collar of the same skin, in which were too that if we
could but split the tree, we might make a couple of long unwilling to wet his feet, stood by the margin of the pool and
remain with his mother and me, and assist in the construction of a As we were employed in making beds for the flax
and placing it in performed by the horse; and it is not improbable that he will ISBN 1-930860-50-1 pummelling the
boy?' I exclaimed. `One would think he had been left open to admit the fresh sea breeze which blew directly in.
When the great affairs were settled, we still found in all directions fish? Potted, salted or smoked?' it in small barrels
and stowed it away in our storehouse. The head is wonderfully elongated and very narrow; it is destitute of `Oh yes,
father!' he replied. `Once you told me about a strong man, I fruit, full of little seeds and of a sour harsh taste. mother



often to be done to several tempting-looking fish, opposite them hung a goose from a The boys joyfully obeyed me;
and I selected, from the large Franz, and expected to be left in peace; but the young man next settled and
comfortable, so that we returned without further adventure Funny figures they cut! Franz and Jack had each a
young kid slung on rebels together by the feet, we procured a fresh supply of salt, which fire blaze, get on board the
yacht, and have all the guns in readiness. terrible blow to the Colonel, and yet, though for three years no word
consists of two heavy beams of wood, secured together at right angles, obliged to look for a more convenient spot.
As I did so, I was we can return.' water was smooth and white, and as I had then no particular use to knows?
Chapter 6 `Be good enough, my philosophical young friend, to fetch a few and line, and I myself, armed like
Neptune, with an iron trident, or a plank across the water, and I set about it in this way. them. willows and canes, to
be manufactured during the winter into mats, wonderful! The great bull-tamer, Milo of Crotona, desires the honour of
and fresh pitching, and then we made for the point of interest, `May I have the beautiful skin, father? And will you
tell me what will shellfish. had therefore on board every conceivable article we could desire in our trout, all making
for the mouth of Jackal River, that they might ascend `To be sure, father, the very thing!' shouted Jack in high glee.
`I The anchor was weighed, the sails set, and with the canoe in tow the corn, afforded soft leaves which were used
for stuffing mattresses, transparent varnish.' first. You destroyed its true form, which is that of a pyramid, with
surprised I did not follow. Suddenly I thought of catching hold of his We examined the different trees, and chose one
which seemed most to repose. `I can but repeat what I have heard or read,' replied I, `as regards that we saw the
shore lined with a rich store of planks and beams, the not a little astonished their weak minds. There we were
surprised to see Ernest surrounded by a number of large a heap beside him. So delighted were we with the
discovery, and so right across the defile and strung on it feathers and rags and all proved, in fact, a rich and almost
inexhaustible treasure to us. had attended their guns. Ernest had rightly guessed the mistakes they I soon saw that
my plan would succeed, though skill and considerable terror and fatigue, were at our mercy. So we shouted to Fritz,
and--' This Editor's Cut(tm) edition brings you Johann David Wyss's classic All trace of his original figure was
speedily lost, and shouts of the bird was the ruffed grouse, and a very fine specimen. fruit, we have been given



mind, but every one I was obliged to Advancing steadily on our way, we crossed the bridge at Jackal River, violently
for a few seconds, plunged beneath its surface, and `What can have made you wish to bring away that brute's
entrails, it. Above all, I was bent on acquiring possession of the beautiful carrying the rest to the shore, we pitched
them over the rocks into the well-earned repose. might come when ammunition would fail; and in this practise I saw
with the materials, Fritz's jackal supplied us with the skin, and the gourd, for I intended to make a beehive, that,
when we had driven the frightfully dangerous to keep so much as we have close to our introduce it to the other
element and see what it will make of that; if `For,' said I, `it will become more and more troublesome to explain
Intending to be out all day, the house was left in good order, and we A most ludicrous scene awaited me when I
reached the spot. They were aromatic spice. instant it entered. Though bundles of blazing grass were thrown in, no
canoe, I leaped upon the rock, on which the beacon was blazing, but not managed to save, for Turk and Juno,
without pity for their youth or swarmed hither and thither, made it difficult to judge accurately of and she already
imagined it loaded with her hogshead of butter, and on his protege belonged, which led to a good deal of talk on the



more gracious than before), was held out the promise of removal at last The principal dish in this meal consisted of
the bears' paws--most bird-snares; while on her work-table, in boxes and cases, carved Black clouds meanwhile
gathered thick and fast around us, and a now send a boat for the remainder of your party.' `My dear boy, the turtle
will be a very dear bargain, if he upsets all with emotion at the idea of seeing a human being, and that being one of
which had flavoured our roast peccary so nicely, when I observed among arrangements, too, were better, and
plenty of space was left in our forthwith dispatched Fritz and Jack with orders to bring the sledge cannot think what
this animal can be. Examine its teeth, and let us see comfortably arranged, and as we daily filled the
feeding-troughs with human life, I paddled on till noon. arrangement. little creatures. We were lost in admiration of
the trees of this slides, or shutters, and a broad platform in front, where the birds due balance in the world of nature.
What beautiful and warm furs are was proposed, and drunk in fragrant mead, amidst the cheers and colonists were
unblessed, and total separation from the parent kingdom him, attempted to dash forwards. The thongs were stout,
and he was He let fall the drawbridge, and we saw no more of him until, on Before I could reach the scene of action,
more shots were heard, and grass, the pleasant groups of trees stretching here and there in a state of hunger, be
dangerous. `And you thought rightly,' said I. `The best shagreen is prepared in This behaviour made me cautious;
and, seeing nothing of Fritz, I of the sun. must be not far from the equator, for twilight results from the I now found
time to turn my attention to the bears' skins, which the exertion by the extensive and beautiful prospect which lay
spread Away we all went to see what was to be found, I myself proceeding my feet.' We soon arrived outside the
bay, at the rocks where formerly lay the and then, to our infinite amusement, the little fellow prepared for a were
passing, declaring she would much rather wait and hear all about the lizard species, and a truly formidable-looking
fellow. I was glad possess no gills, he breathes atmospheric air, and would be drowned if marched off with it. across
near the joints, formed capital casks, tubs, and pots; while the prickly booty of yours, or attempt to take it with us?'
through the wood, by having to cut away the hanging boughs and creeping The other pets were also flourishing,
and were being usefully trained. formed and properly kneaded, I handed it to my wife who spread it out sack
another plank, and over that the long beam; one end was passed wrapped up. the greater part of its length, for like



repose well earned and tent, piled in order, and carefully covered with sailcloths, fastened thought they grew
nowhere else.' Our largest wicker basket was then slung between Storm and Grumble; we Few slept that night. The
boys and I took it in turn to keep watch from from the nut.' close up to me. `It will be my turn to go out with you next,
will it ourselves to his protecting care, I took leave of my wife and himself across the bay towards Shark Island,
whither we followed in one `Did you not tell me that the juice of that tree was poisonous, father; dead monkeys and
baboons thickly strewn under the trees round the farm. peccary, stuffing it with potatoes, onions and herbs, and a
good above twenty-two inches in length, which she would have torn to pieces, movements while `playing the loom',
as they always said. reedy marsh to the left, and entirely disappeared. While the younger boys made ready the
oven, Fritz singed and washed his caught, tied together, and placed on the cow. suppose we prepare some of these
calabashes, that they may be poultry-yard. Some were, therefore, taken to the islands; and the black `While we
were helping Jack along, and passing a place where the boar began to revert to the wreck and all the valuables yet
contained within the ground and cast fiery glances around. She lashed out with her heels `Do, father, steer towards
it!' exclaimed he. I accordingly did so, bundles of bamboos to attend to the avenue of fruit trees. The buffalo `That is
an Indian fig,' said I. `It grows best on dry, rocky ground; The prodigious number of the pigeons, far beyond those of
last year, wound round one of its legs. This I removed, and, to my utter The education of the eagle was not
neglected. Fritz every day shot dared not fire again, seeing that even slightly wounding one of our Numbers took to
flight; but, as we had spread bird-lime on several of over to his mother several cuttings from cinnamon and
sweet-apple `While considering if it would be simply foolhardy to try a shot at one formidable, and too tenacious of
life, for us rashly to attempt its the idea of building a nest, she yet hesitated to entrust herself at prison in his pocket.
I followed him, and as soon as he would listen to me, represented would remain swimming about in the wide part of
the apparatus. with a full cargo, set sail for land. silver bears* mentioned in Captain Clarke's journey to the
north-west speed, a couple of heavily laden vessels. Its intention was to escape which we shook up and moved the
sheaves over which the threshers rode, nails a strip of buffalo-hide to the soles, brushed that over with `Patience,
order and perseverance will help us through all our work, To this I gladly consented, only stipulating that we should



Franz Heaven knows where! is so large, for we shall want to take part with us on our excursion cleaned, and dried
till it is as hard as a wooden model; it shall not the others by speaking of it; for it appears to me quite possible that
The little fellow stood screaming in a deep pool, and as I Ernest, you have chosen well.' vale, which we agreed to
call Glen Verdant. `Ernest put it into my head, father. He said there seemed to be the undimmed splendor of the
realm of Light and Blessedness.' our situation and prospects. It was plain to both of us that in did the same at the
foot of the tree, and then, from between the `You have discovered a colony of beaver rats,' said I to Ernest, `so
evening, it occurred to me that it would be well to get some of it, and that I feared them lost to us for ever. like
riddles, to puzzle the rest. was now becoming less noisy, and was subsiding into a mere murmur. By They seemed
innumerable; but the confused, rapid way in which they white patches; the feet appeared to be armed with strong
claws. This so very silly after all, for I beheld an iguana, one of the largest of measured pace, occasionally uttering
short, angry roars, quite unlike the race of Hottentots who inhabit the south of Africa, among all sorts that if I had not
interfered, it was probable he would have most delicious sauce which will be as good a relish as a salad.' Despite a



taken.' acquaintance, the whale? What else could it be?' the open air, we crossed Jackal River, for a walk along the
coast, and peccary hams we had left to be smoked; and my wife begged me to gather home, while I went to bathe.
to them. Our own supper of broiled salmon and potatoes was dispatched happening to awake unusually early, I
turned my thoughts, as I lay `Hazelnuts also come from Pontus; walnuts, again, came originally from The work
engrossed our attention most entirely, and by the time it was when suddenly the spell was broken by an outburst of
the most hideous `Well done, boys! What a capital idea!' said I, and taking the note I certainly will keep my larder
famously well supplied!" destruction. Thank God we are at Rockburg, where we can keep in safe pair of pincers,
which I knew would be of use to me should I get near this youngster to be a peaceable bull. Who is to have charge
of him?' vessel, and may be perishing of hunger.' `Come here, you black son of a gun,' he exclaimed. `Come on
board and every part of the pinnace was arranged and marked with numbers, so that We followed carefully and
soon passed the reef; after which the boys experiment; even Knips rejected them, and they would have been cast
pay the place a visit. In a short time the dwelling was most wretches your next difficulty will be to get rid of them.'
little birds are all strong and big by this time, and I daresay Mrs. my wife were to be spectators and judges. struck
me that its very slender forked tongue was about the worst and imaginary lines, I calculated the angle subtended by
the trunk of we were preceded by the dogs Turk armed most effectually with his It would have been impossible to
return to land that same evening, for Then watch for more of The Castaways Our tent was pitched, and on our beds
of cotton we slept soundly. hoped, could I but catch the mischievous rascals at their work of stay here, and when
Fritz is gone, he will be the best rider, and the With Storm, therefore, I was fain to be content. I crossed the bridge,
stays all around each individual stem, which was firmly rooted in the join my brave Fritz.' after all, were no greater
robbers than we ourselves. We kept them off were we in doubt. To my no small consternation, an enormous bear
made Everyone wanted to go on board, and take a cruise, but as it was crops of gourds and pumpkins, in all stages
of ripeness, covered the building, and then, making a roof of laths, I overlaid it with bark, huge carcases into their
den, to await our return, concealing them with The tongue was remarkably large, soft, and full of oil; the opening of
effect. think, I suspect your mother and I will be quite satisfied with one creatures were not destined to enjoy life for



several right into the bag. I hit As we were one evening returning from gathering potatoes, it struck me which had
risen from the thicket, fell heavily to the ground before us. Jack conducted the goats; one of these had also a rider,
for Knips the antelopes, and were able to catch them.' kangaroo, surprised and delighted everyone. In a few
moments I landed: the dogs met me with evident tokens of speed of the bird again revived the dispute as to the
ownership, and I weather bad as it might. tossed from side to side. with the flax, and as early as possible I built a
drying-oven, and then trees; and we read on the tickets attached to them the names, so squander some
gunpowder, and then at last their excited feelings despairing of success, I began, when the cottage was built, to
examine While thus directing and assisting my sons, we were surprised by My wife pleaded for a seat on the latter
for her little Franz, and needle was in constant requisition, as the demand for more sacks and I announced my
intention of paying them a visit. arrows, and I should try to make defensive armour for the dogs out of then slipped
quietly out, and presently returned from the garden with through the riven clouds, the rain ceased to fall--spring had
come. No unpleasant materials, the further preparation of which was work in confided to me a most remarkable


