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Cover art: Mother Placid Dempsey, a Benedictine nun of the Abbey of Regina Laudis in
Bethlehem, Connecticu, is a painter and sculptor who employed both these mediums to
create the cover image for Elisabeth of Schinau. Regarding her work she says: “The cover
of Elisabeth of Schénau depicts the vision of the Virgin clothed with the sun as Elisabeth
has recounted it. The Virgin clothed with the sun is a well-known image, which occurs
first in the New Testament and recurs over and over again in Christian art and iconogra-
phy. Itis usually understood to represent the church and/or the Virgin Mary. However, in
Elisabeth’s vision, and perhaps uniquely there, the Virgin represents Christ himself. As
thought about it, I realized what I already knew—that Christ is the Source and Exemplar
of every grace that comes to humanity. All graces and blessings flow from his passion,
death and resurrection. This Christocentric reality glimpsed by Elisabeth in an unusual
way underlies and assumes every Marian and ecclesial expression of the same image. It is
perhaps the most important of her visions and, within our own times, pertinent to ecu-
menical dialogue. Certainly it is enlightening and consoling for everyone, for it is a vision
of Christ unvanquished by death and radiantly alive, transfiguring the world in the grace
of his resurrection, in which we are all called to share.”
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