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Forgotten Books takes the uppermast care to preseruve
the entire content of the original book. However, this
hook has been generated from a scan of the original,
and as such we cannot guarantee that it is free from

errors or contains the full content of the original.
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PREFAOE.

Tr1s edition of the Antigone is based upoo Gustay Wolff's
gecond edition, Leipzig, 1873.

Iu most cases where the fext varies from his, the readings of
the Laurentian Ms. (I.) have been adopted in preference fo those
of inferior Mss. or to conjccturcs of Wolff and other editors.
The rcasons for these changes are given in the Appendix, which
it is boped furnishes suflicient mnaterial for an intelligent apprecia-
tion of the most important problems in the textual eriticism of the
play. TFor the purpose of facilitating comparison, the rejected
readings of Wolff are placed at the foot of the text. Thrpugh
lack of such an aid as the Facsimile of the Laurentian Codex,
now in course of preparation, it has been necessary to take the
vaviants of the Dlss. at sccond or third hand, chleﬁy frouj the
cdition of Campbell.

‘The Commentary has been adapted to the nceds of that large
number of students who begin their study of Greek tragedy [with
this play.

The lyric parts have been arranged on the basis of the rhyth-
mical scheme which bas been borrowed from Schmidl's Rhyj'
and Metric, translated by Professor Jobn Williams White.

hanic

Material has been taken freely from the cditions of Bellermann,
Campbell, Nanck, Wecklein, and Dindorf.
The editor takes pleasure in expressiog his grateful obligations
to his colleague, Professor Llisha Jones, for the use of critical
apparatug ; aod to his pupil, Mr, Walter Miller, A.M., for gener-

ous service in verifying referenceas.
M. L. D’OOG]

"l
-

Univerarry oF MicRioan,
August, 1854,
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TO THL SECOND EDITION.

I~ preparing this edition the editor has had the benefif of corrections
and suggestions made DLy several of Lis reviewers, aud ja at least one
case before the review has appeared in print.  Grateful acknowledg-
nents are especially due o Professors Goodwin, J. H. Wright, and
F. B. Tarbell.

M. L. D'OOGE.

Usivers)Te or Micaioaw,
April, 1355,
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INTRODUCT]I

Oeprrus and Jocasta, king nod queen
of four children, Itecocles, Dolynices,

The sons siceeeded their father in the goy

to rule a ycar alteroately with the other
betrothed of Ilaecwon, the son of Earydic
the bhrother of Iocasta. Detween Et

strifc arose (111) concerning the succession to the throne.

HIGH-QUALITY SAMPLE PAGE

ON,

of Thebes, left a family
Apticone, and Ismenc.
crument of ‘Fhebes, each

Antigone hecamg the
¢ and of Creon, who was
ocles and Lolynices a
Poly-

nices fled for protection and aid to Adrastus, king of Argos,
married hiz danghter Argia, and marched with o numerous and
brillisnlly equipped (129, 130) host aygpinst his native city, iu
order that he migbt talke revenge by laying it waste with fire and

sword (283).
In view of this impending peril, Creon

hatl sought commsel from
» had declured that Ares

the venerable scer Tiresias (393-95), wi
was wroth with Thebes because, at th
Cadmus had slain the scrpeot that guaz
Cadmus had sown the lasd with the sg
these had sprung the fiest inhabitants.
was desired by the god as = propitiator
offering, Blegarcus, the son of Creon (sof
down fromn the ramparts of the citadel
the dragon (omaov & upcapBafli Spdxows
LEncovraged by this sacrifice, the Thebus
the fortified city. DBefore cach of the sc
leader with his troops {141). Capaneus especially vaunted him-
self with insolent boasts (130, 13G) ; and, as he was mounting
the ramnparts with flaming torch in band, Zeus struck him down
with a thonderbolt (131). The hostile [brothers fell upoun each
olher, and both perished in this nonatuyal conflict (146). “Lhus

> founding of the eity,
ded the Ares fountiam.
rpent’s tecth, and from

A scion of this stock
y saenfice.  As such ao
2 on 991), threw himself
iuto the adjucent den of
ros, K. Pheen. 1010).
1§ began the defeneo of
ven gates stood o hostile
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4 INTRODUCTION.

the Argives failed in sceuring the object of their
That which crippled the assault of the besicgers ronsed
of the Lesieged; the former fec, the latter pursne.

chieftaing find thbeir death either at the gates of T}
the @ight (141-3). Advastus alonc escapes.

close of the combat ocecur in the night (103).  With

HIGH-QUALITY SAMPLE PAGE

expedition.
the courage
The hostile
Eehcs or on

The fliecht aud the

the dawa of

day Creon orders that the body of Eteocles be buried (23-30), and
that of T’olynices be given as a prey to dogs and vultares.

Iu the earliest times the denial of barial ntes to o

‘nemics was

not whboly unknown, aud was unot held to be an offence; still,

even in the Jliad a truee is made with the Trojang, th
Lury their slaju.
against Ilector; the gods proteet Hector's corpse and
its surrender.  In the progress of civilization, th
towards the dead Lecamne still more tender.  We find
the Athenians the sacredoess of the duty of buria
inculeated.  Solun decreed that if any onc should fi
amburied, he most at {east strew <dust over it; a
released children from olher duties toward a parent
urge them to cownmit certain wrongs, from the duoty
granted in no case releasc, A law of Clisthencs m

tnarch accowntable, under heavy penaltics, for the ]
Public eneimies also were shown th

unburied corpses.
as in the case of the Persians after the battle o
(s mavras ooy dfpdrov vespor Yo Kpbifar, 1aus,
Nerxes bad the Spartans that fell at Thermopylac

Achilles, too, does ot carry ouf

at they may
bis threat
give aid in
sentiment
that among
1 was early
pd & corpse
1wl while he
who should
of burial he
ade the de-
nterment of
» 1ast Liovor,
f Marathon
1. 32, 4).
ried. That

ul
et

tlie bodies of those who fell in the naval battle of Arginusae were
not collected aud given burial viles brought the penalty of death

upon six Atbenian commanders. The teagedians esp
the sacredness of the duty of burial, froin whiclh the
lease, and represent it as an ancient and universal [
tom.  The ouly limitation of this custom seems to b
xowds BA\pwy vopos, which forbacde interment within {7
their nutive land of sacrilegious persons and of traitg
borne arms against their fellow-citizens, (Sce Vissg

:

ecially teach
re 38 nho re-
Iellenic cus-
awve been (he
¢ borders of
rs who had
her, Rhein,

Mus. N. F. xx. 445 I.) — But against this practice the moral

sense of the people grew gradually more and more
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INTROD

aud here lies the source of the
the sternuess of the eivil law,
with the energy of a ruoler who ¢
and the kindness of the higher mq
of the dead the inviolable duty of]
win's Jotrod. 7th ed. p. 25.)

The play begins at early dawn (100).

the open square in the front of Lh
the citadel of Thebes. The first
parts of Antigone, Tiresias, and
agonist), of Isinene, Hacmon, t
third (Tritagonist), that of Cro

HIGH-QUALITY SAMPLE PAGE

UCTION. 5
couflict in our tragedy betwcen
which Creou sccks to maintain
ets great store by his authority,
ral sense, which makes the burial
the nearest kinsmen. (Schneide-

The stage represents
¢ roynl palace upon the Cadmea,
actor (Prolagonist) played the
Eurydice; the second (Deuter-
1e Guard, and the Herald; the

Contrary fo the usual caos-

on
tom, the Chorus is not of the sLme age and sex with the chief

charaeter of the play, whercas in

the Electra, e.g., friondly yonng

women copstitute the Chorus; but, beecause the deed of Antigone

touches the welfare of the State
deeree of ihe rightful roler of th
sad Creon a Chorus of fifteen r
cential and wvencrable Thebans,
reigns (165 ff.), have proved th
snbjects and discreet citizens, tq
meat are of the. first importauce

p. 27.)

, since she has disregarded the
¢ land, there stands between her
ppresentatives of the most influ-

who, through three successive
omselves peacceful and obediont
} whom peace and good govern-
. (Schaoeidewin’s Introd. 7th ed.

Join www.forgottenbooks.org to read this book in HIGH-QUALITY
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II.

REVIEW OF THE PLAY.

In tragady the hero cither contends against the
thereby comes to <destruction without accoinplishing b
or he champions the right, and direetly or indirectly
triumph at the cost, it may he, of suflering, wnd ¢
own death.  In the Auntigone the heroine is a represe
the latter class.  Divine laiw is superior to nnan la
the central thought of the play.  Auntlizone contends for
ciple; public sentiment decides in her favor (6924
gods, through the lips of tbe scer (1004-73), approv
pose ; Creon, lier adversary, finally rckoowledges his wi
76), and cxccotes hev wishes (1105 41.).  She dics i
sciousuess of duty discharzed, highly extolled and tenden

right, and
§ purpose,
scenres ils
ven of his
ratative ol
g, — this is
r this prin-
1700) ; the
¢ ber pur-
by (1261~
n the con-
1y beloved.

Crcon lives, beyeaved, accursed by his dearest ones, a heart-

broken man. As absolute ruler, he had the,right
dispose of the dead as well as of the Living (214), In
dates of religion forbade his exercising this right.

for him to command what was ifmpious, to abuse lis 2
such a way as 10 throw down the safeguards of divine 1
Granted that Creon had a right to deny burial within
of his nutive lund to Polynices, on the score of being
he disregarded the vights of the gods Lelow, and violal
tates of n eommon nnd humane sentiment, by comm
his body hic given as a prey to dogs.  IFor whoever w

indeed
t the man-
[L was not
uthority in
1stitutions.
the bounds
a trnitor,
i the die-
nding that
s laid low

ip death was rightfully claimed by the inferual godsf; and the
shades of the departed could not rest bhappily in the realin of
Hades until the last honors had been paid to their mortal remains.

I¢ is not in a spirit of wantonness surely that Creon proclaims

his decrce, but as the result of short-sightedness
to weigh earcfully all the circumstances (1242-69).

Join www.forgottenbooks.org to read this book in HIGH-QUALITY
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rcpresehts hiny
Aayuirer, lays
is determined 1
sionate applica
p. 26.) When
posscssced by t]
the more embj
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REVIEW OF THE PLAY. 7
as a man who, vesolved Tdv dplorer dmresflac Bov-
down for his goidance certain principles which he
rigidly to obey, but by the narrow-minded and pas-
tion of which he falls into 48ovkix. (Schneidewin,
his command bas been disobeyed, his mind, wholly
he conscionsness of his supreme autherity, becomes
tteced the more be hears the timid utterances of

the Chorus, the counter arguments of Antigone and of her moee
sulboisgive sister, of his own son, and finally of the revered scer,
He cxpresses the sentiments of a despot (667, 738), insults the
Chorus (281),|derides Antigone (524), and cherishes unfounded
and rash suspieion against all, —against Ismene (488), against a
part of the citizens (290), against the venerable Tircsias (1035) ;

he cannot fio

tion of his edis
he becomes cor
causes her also
(769) orders he
impels him to
m threats of n
his son to it
he loses his sclf
nnd blaspheme
claimed the d
bim aud bis h
stubborn and

now find himse

the outsct imagiac any other motive {or the viola-
et than the basest of all, bribery (221). Although
vinced of the innocence of Ismene, he nevertheless
to be arrested (579), and in a moment of passion
v to be led forth to die with her sister. His anger
indnlge in estravagant expressions (486, 668) and
acless ernelty, as, for example, that he will compel
less the execution of his betrothed (760). Finally
-control completely, he slanders the propbet (1055),
s the gods (780, 1040). Not antil he hears pro-.
eadful vengeance of hcaven, about to fall upon
puse, docs he bow in submission. And the moro
siolent he was before, the more completely does he
f crushed by misfortune. The mighty blows smite

him one by one: bis son’s fury, that renders bim oblivious of
filial piety, his |son’s death, the death of his own wife, her curse.
Despairing, overwhelmed, fnll of bitter self-reproach, in death
alomc he sees release. The attendants support him and lead him
away, broken in body as well as in mind, -

‘Che conntlerpart of Creon is Avtigone, who is resolved from the
fivst to honor the gods and to discharge her duty to her brother at
any cost. IHad it not always and everywhere been incumbent
upon tho nearest relatives to provide the foveral vites? That ber
sister is not willing to join her in this task seems to lier a flagrant

Join www.forgottenbooks.org to read this book in HIGH-QUALITY
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8 REVIEW OF THE PLAY.

violation of sacred olligation. She treats her harshily and with
scorn.  Having accomplished the deed, Aatigone males no attempt
to cscape the hands of those appointed to seize the perpetrators,
She comes before Creon, in the prond consciousncss of doing right,
filled with contempt for the mian who will not grant the dead his
rightful repose. This accounts for the hiarshness of her manner
towsnds him also.  flis threats do not frighten ler; with calin
deliberation she had from the first looked the conseqnences of ber
contnct squarcly in the face.  DBut that she bas really made a
sacrifice, that life has some value in her eyes, becomes apparent
when she goes to her dleath.  Sophocles does not represent sterco-
typed figures, but hyman heings. So long as Antigone has to
act, she is aunnated by her sense of duty; but now she feels the
full terror of the prewfitore death to which she has been so unjustly
condemned.  Now first shie realizes that she bias saeribiced her
affectiona also upon fhe altar of duty. Trior to the fulfilment of
her task, there is no intimation of her love for Haemon, no waver-
ing. Uuolike the modern playwright. Sophocles does uwot wix
motives ; he makes single-minded eharacters.  Even when Aatigone
stands hefore Creon, ghe is still inspired by a single thought, ber
duty to her brother. | The dead body might again be uncovered,
as it had been before by the guard, at the command of Creon ; hut
her pride forbade any| attempt to soften his beart by an allugion to
his son. Nor wns there any consideration of personal interests
and favor, but simply of justice and hallowed law. Dot when
there is uothing 1nore left her in this life to do, then she laments
that she is not to sharc in the marriage hymn, that she must
depart unwedded.  Heve she shows herself a womnan.  No sooner,
however, does she enter the scpulehral prisou than ber cnergy is
aroused anew. She Wwaits not for famine to waste her asay, but
hicrself cuts at once the thread of life. :
She is a maiden of |heroie type, in action strong, in speech often
sharp. But the Greek ideal of a woman is not represented alone
by a Pcuclope, that yncomplaining sufferer.  This we may learn
from the truest ideals of womanbood, the goddesses; for the ane.
cients fashioned their|divinitics after their own image.  Take, for
example, the virgin goddess Athene, who is a warrior. Ier stat-

Join www.forgottenbooks.org to read this book in HIGH-QUALITY



TEWW OF FLAY. o

es =& 0
facling

expraasion ; Sopboc purt.rn].'ﬂ:ar un-

e Ajax, whom, |in wrath, sha had

e vitgin Artomiz in m Juolress) uEI is
i

ing o Arp and| mospular formf;
el bloody|sacrifices. | Hera dardd
goda asad men ;| in Homee she Lt 1]

te side off womaply npture alse |Gnge its
ing, full of Iﬂ'e(:t-i fod hwor sister |an
% cclf-anprifiing{ too] for she




W OF

THF. I'LAY.

Tn the smne way Homer places

herzites ju con Liis hero,
& come 1t Che he Chomis o ngt approve
‘s odict {2 1270}, Dot as subjects, they acknowl-
ihe legal § nbsolote kuler [S0C, 832), malntaiving
tpwaech hin Lh abodicnce wlich they bave paid his prede-

it inlerference by deeds
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