Working with students in 4th – 6th  Grade
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Vocabulary:

•Knowledge of words and their meanings 

•Using words appropriate words correctly in spoken and written expression.

•Knowledge of roots (e.g.,photo in photography) and affixes (e.g., -ly in loudly)
Use in a sentence 







EASY

Synonyms  (“another word for ----“)



Definitions (----- means ----)




to



Modifying meaning with affixes





Relationships/properties (alike, not alike)
HARD
Comprehension (Listening/Reading:

• Students use their knowledge of words and syntax to understand what they hear/read
Fact recall








EASY

Relationships among facts, main idea


Cause-effect






to



Conclusions and inferences from context




Summary, generalizations


HARD

Table 1: Skills taught in primary lower grades

	Grade Level
	Possible skills being taught in class

	4th Grade
	· Read narrative and expository text with fluency, accuracy, and expression at grade level.

· Use word origins, derivations, synonyms, antonyms, and idioms to determine the meaning of words and phrases.

· Use knowledge of common roots and affixes to determine word meaning.

· Distinguish and interpret words with multiple meanings.

· Make and confirm predictions about text.

· Compare and contrast written information.

· Distinguish between fact and opinion.

· Identify the main events of the plot, and the cause and effect of each event.

· Determine the causes for a character’s actions.

· Summarize major ideas and supporting evidence presented orally to students.

· Identify and correctly use grade-appropriate grammar..

· Write multi-paragraph narratives.

· Write responses to literature and summaries of reading selections.

· Write informational reports.

· Use simple and compound sentences in writing.

	5th  Grade 
	· Read narrative and expository text with fluency, accuracy, and expression at grade level.

· Use word origins to determine the meaning of unknown words.

· Understand and explain frequently used synonyms, antonyms, and homographs.

· Use knowledge of abstract derived roots and prefixes/suffixes to analyze meaning of complex words.

· Analyze informational text that is sequential or chronological.

· Identify main ideas and supporting details.

· Draw inferences, conclusions, or generalizations about text and support with evidence.

· Distinguish facts, supported inferences, and opinions in text.

· Explain the problem or conflict and its resolution.

· Contrast the actions, motives, and appearances of fictional characters.
· Identify and correctly use grade-appropriate grammar.

· Write simple, compound, and complex sentences

	6th  Grade
	· Read narrative and expository text with fluency, accuracy and expression at grade level.

· Identify and interpret figurative language and words with multiple meanings.

· Recognize origins and meanings of frequently used foreign words in English.

· Relate main ideas to other sources or topics.

· Identify instances of unsupported inferences, persuasion, false reasoning, and propaganda in text.

· Analyze the effects of character traits and setting on the plot and conflict resolution.

· Identify and distinguish between first- and third-person narration.

· Explain the effects of common literacy devices.

· Restate and follow multiple-step directions.

· Identify and correctly use grade-appropriate grammar.

· Write multi-paragraph narrative compositions.

· Write multi-paragraph expository compositions.

· Write research reports.

· Write responses to literature.

· Write persuasive compositions.

· Write simple, compound, and complex sentences correctly.


Table 2: Description of skills

	Skill
	Description
	Example

	Vocabulary - 1
	Appropriate use in a sentence
	Use “frighten” in a sentence


	Vocabulary - 2
	Identify words that are similar in meaning
	What word means about the same as scared.


	Vocabulary - 3
	Modifying the meaning with affixes (plural, past tense, characteristic [-ly], etc.
	If I saw something scary yesterday, I could say that I was (scared)


	Vocabulary - 4
	Antonyms/Synonyms
	What word means the opposite of happy?
What word means about the same as glad?

	Comprehension - 1
	Recalling a fact from a passage
	What was the dog’s name in the story?

	Comprehension - 2
	Making inferences from facts
	Why did the dog bite the old man?



	Comprehension - 3
	Generalization
	Why shouldn’t you tease a dog?


EXAMPLES USING CIM
Example of V1:

· Supply: Use frightened in a sentence.
· Binary Choice: Tell me if this sentence is correct: He was frightened, so he started laughing.
· Model-Lead: Listen. I get frightened by something scary. Use frightened in a sentence.
· Imitation: Say “frightened”
· Model-Lead: Listen. I get frightened by something scary. Use frightened in a sentence.

· Binary Choice: Tell me if this sentence is correct: He was frightened, so he started laughing.

· Supply: Use frightened in a sentence.
Example Passages

4th grade

African Elephants

African elephants are the largest mammals that live on land. They grow all of their lives. Male African elephants can get to be thirteen feet tall if measured from the ground to the top of their shoulder. They can weigh up to 14,000 pounds.
African elephants have ears that can be five feet long and are shaped like the continent of Africa. Elephants can flap their ears. The big ears help keep the elephants cool. Elephants eat all day long. They eat vegetables, such as grass, leaves, and other plants. They also eat fruit, like bananas. Elephants use their trunks to grab food and put it in their mouth. They can also suck water into their trunks and squirt the water into their mouths. Elephants sometimes drink up to forty gallons of water a day! Elephants use their trunks to pick up things and to hold things. They can pick up something as small as a marble, or as big as a tree. They also breathe through their trunks.
Elephants have two tusks, which are made of ivory. The tusks grow to the right and the left sides of their trunks. Elephants can use their tusks to fight and to dig. People used to hunt elephants so that they could get their tusks. Ivory was used to make beautiful jewelry and statues. It is against the law to hunt elephants now, because hunting them made them endangered animals. 
Possible vocabulary (note that the root forms are taught, then the derivatives, like plurals, etc – e.g., elephant, elephants.):

africa

elephant

mammal

continent

vegetables

squirt

gallon

marble

ivory

tusk

jewelry

statue

endanger

Possible listening or reading comprehension questions:

What do elephants have on the right and left side of their trunks? (tusks)

What are tusks made of? (ivory)

Why do elephants flap their ears? (to keep cool).

How much water can elephants drink in a day? (40 gallons)

What did people make out of ivory? (jewelry and/or statues)

Why is it against the law to hunt elephants? (endangered animals)
6th grade

Making The Team

It has been my lifelong dream to play on the middle school softball team. I began playing softball when I was in the second grade. My older brother taught me to play. He is three years older than I am. He practices with me every afternoon and always attends my games with my parents.

This year, I started sixth grade. The middle school softball team tryouts were announced last month. Every day since the announcement, my brother has helped me prepare for the team tryouts. The tryouts were held last Saturday morning. Twenty-three students from my grade tried out for the team. The team only has spaces for five sixth grade students. I know I worked as hard as I could to prepare for the tryouts. I felt like I had done a good job at the tryouts, but I was still nervous on Saturday night and Sunday morning, waiting for the team list to be posted. On Sunday afternoon, my parents took me to the school to see who had made the team. I was so happy when I saw my name on the list. It is so exciting to be a part of the team.

When we left the school, my parents said we should go out for pizza. It would just be a little family celebration in my honor. They called my brother, and he met us at the restaurant. He walked in with a big smile on his face. He was really proud of me. My parents were very proud too, although they warned me about keeping my grades up and making sure I did all my homework every day. They do not need to worry about those things. I’ll work very hard to stay on the team. 
Possible vocabulary
lifelong

practice

attend

announce

tryout

prepare

celebration

restaurant

Possible listening or reading comprehension questions:

When did I start playing softball? (second grade)

Who taught me to play? (older brother)

Who has helped me prepare for the middle school tryouts?  (brother)
How many people tried out for the team? (23)

How many sixth graders could be on the team? (5)

What day was the team list posted? (Sunday)

How did my family celebrate? (went out for pizza)

What did my parents warn me about? (keeping grades up, doing all my homework)

