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tive perspectives, acknowledging that they may not be exhausive, fixed,
or universal; that by nature of their abstracuwess, they do not portray the
upigue and complex aspecis of a given individual’s thought process; that
similar categorics may be found in men's thinking: and that others might
organize the observations in dilferent way, However, the authors stated with
conviction their finding thar, for womers, the development of voice, mind,
anl self are Tinticately intertwined” (. 18). Goldherger {1906h) noted that
since the publication ot their initial theory the anthors had hecome “mwch
more alert 1o the situational and cultural determinants of knowing and to the
rclationship berween power and knowledge” (p. 8), aspects that were only
implicitin their earhier work.

From the study of women of “diverse ages, circumstances, and outlooks”
(Belenky enal, 1986, ». 13) cmcrgcd five “epistcmulugiral p(:l"Spt‘('l'n‘cs from
which wormen know and view the world” (p. 15): silence, received knowledge,
subjective knowledge, prod cdinal knowledge, and constucted knowledye
Qlinchy (2002} Jater indicated that the authors came 1o prefer “knowing”
rather than “knowledge” in paming these perspectves.

Ihe perspective of silence is characierized as mindless, voiceless, and
obedient. Tn this perspes tive, women find themsclves subject to the whims of
external authorit, Though 1are as @ carrentway of knowing among the women
at the time they were interviewesd, some interviewees who were: found through
e social service agendies desaribed in revospect 1he penspective of
silence, They were among “the youngest and most socially, economically, and
educationally deprved” (pp- 91324} of the women. Belenky later sugested
using the crm “gilencesl” to reflect the coercion inherent in the posigon
(Goldberger, 19496h).

Listening to 1he voices of others isa predominant trait of wctved Fnowing.
Alack of self contidence is evident in the belict that onc is capable of receiving
anel repronducing only knowledge imparted by external authorines, Lirseyear
aadents may exhibit traits of received knowing as mostare primarily condic
toned to 1his type of learning. G cating knowledge independently does not
cmerge [or consideration in this per spective.

With (he perspective of subjective knming, the pendulum swings, and mmuth
w now scen as residing in (he sclf, & shift (hat is particularly significant for
women {Belenky et al, 1986). Among the research participants, a trequently
cited contributing element was a failed male authority ligure, such ax a father
who commmied incest or an abusive bushand, Inherent in the process of sub-

jective knowing for women is o quest for the sell, otten in¢luding the clement

ot "walking away from the past™ (p. 76).



