essity of sustaining the existence he hag
ole against nature, both to win why, X
ff what 1S prejudicial to it. He is bory
{ a necessity. Nature holds what 18 e§sentia] to him
Jtuitously. He may win for his use what ghe
t meager and inadequate supply fo
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d directly from nature. There are treeg

which may be used for fuel and for dwellings, but labor is required tq

fit them for this use. There are OI€s in the ground, but labor is neces.
and make tools or weapons. For any rea]

undera burden an
but she offers nothing gr

holds, if he can. Only

human needs can be obtaine

sary to get out the metals

satisfaction, labor is necessary to fit the products of nature for human
use. In this struggle every individual is under the pressure of the
n?cessities for food, clothing, shelter, fuel, and every individual brings
with him more or less energy for the conflict necessary to supply his
needs. The relation, therefore, between each man’s needs and each
man’s energy, or “individualism,” is the first fact of human life.
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man life on earth
require that the head of the family rth, therefore,

. shall, by his energy, be able to
supply not only his own needs, but those of the organisms which

are dt‘PEI.ldent upon }}im. The history of the human race shows a
great \‘;arl'ety of experiments in the relation of the sexes and in the
orgamzatlcTn of the family. These experiments have been controlled
by economic circumstances, but, as man has gained more and more
control over economic circumstances, monogamy and the family
education of children have been more and more sharply devel-
oped. If there is one thing in regard to which the student of history
and sociology can affirm with confidence that social institutions
have made “progress” or grown “better,” it is in this arrangement
of marriage and the family. All experience proves that monogamy,
pure and strict, is the sex relation which conduces most to the
vigor and intelligence of the race, and that the family education of
children is the institution by which the race as a whole advances
most rapidly, from generation to generation, in the struggle with
nature.
¢ o

The constant tendency of population to outstrip the means of

subsistence is the force which has distributed population over the

world, and produced all advance in civilization. To this day the two

means of escape for an overpopulated country are emigrationand an

advance in the arts. The former wins more land for the same people;
the latter makes the same land support more persons. i howe?,*er,
either of these means opens a chance foran increase. of populanor-x%
itis evident that the advantage so won may be speedily exl;austei 1a
the increase takes place. The social difﬁculty.h_as on];r Lizs :jf:l;nd
temporary amelioration, and when the conditions 0l p
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competition are renewed, misery and poverty rea
of them are those who have inherited disease and

or have been brought up in vice and ignorance, or have themselm’
yielded to vice, extravagance, idleness, and imprudence. In the
analysis, therefore, we come back to vice, in its original ang he
tary forms, as the correlative of misery and poverty.

The condition for the complete and regular action of the force of
competition is liberty. Liberty means the security given to each
man that, if he employs his energies to sustain the struggle on
behalf of himself and those he cares for, he shall dispose of the prod-

uct exclusively as he chooses. It is impossible to know whence any
definition or criterion of justice can be derived,

ppe&l‘. Tht‘ Victims
depraveg PPetie,

last
red;.

if it is not deduced
from this view of things; or if it is not the definition of justice that
each shall enjoy the fruit of his own labor and self-denial, and of
Injustice that the idle and the industrious,

the self-indulgent and
the self-denying,

shall share equally in the product.

Private property, also, which we have seen to be a feature of soci-

ety organized in accordance with the natural conditions of the strug-
gle for existence produces Inequalities between men. The struggle

for existence is aimed against nature. It is from her niggardly hand

that we have to wrest the satisfactions for our needs, but our fellow-
men are our competitors for the meager supply. Competition, there-

fore, is alaw of nature. Nature is entirely neutra]. she submits to him
who most energetically and resolutely assails hey. She grants her
rewards to the fittest, therefore, without regard tq other consider-
ations of any kind. If, then, there be liberty, men get from hey justin

proportion to their works, and their having ang enjoying are just

in proportion to their being and their doing. Such is the System of

nature. If we do not like it, and if we try toamend it, there jg only one
way in which we can do it. We can take from the better ang
the worse. We can deflect the penalties of those who have done jJ]
and throw them on those who have done better. We can take the
rewards from those who have done better and give them to those

give to
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who have done. worse. We shall thus lessen the Inequalities. We shall
favor the survival of the unfittest, and we shall ‘

destroying liberty. Let it be understood that we ¢
this alternative: liberty, inequality, survival of the fittest; not liberty,
equality, survival of the unfittest. The former carries society forward

and favors all its best members; the latter carries society downwards
and favors all its worst members.

accomplish this by
annot go outside of

What we mean by liberty is civil liberty, or liberty under law; and
this means the guarantees of law that a man shall not be interfered
with while using his own powers for his own welfare. It is, therefore,
acivil and political status; and that nation has the freest institutions
in which the guarantees of peace for the laborer and security for the
capitalist are the highest. Liberty, therefore, does not by any means do
away with the struggle for existence. We might as well try to do away
with the need of eating, for that would, in effect, be the same thing.
What civil liberty does is to turn the competition of man with man
from violence and brute force into an industrial competition under
which men vie with one another for the acquisition of material goods
by industry, energy, skill, frugality, prudence, temperance, and other
industrial virtues. Under this changed order of things the inequali-
ties are not done away with. Nature still grants her rewards of having
and enjoying, according to our being and doing, butitisnow the maz
of the highest training and not the man of the heaviest ﬁst. who gains
the highest reward. It is impossible that the man with capital and the
man without capital should be equal. To affirm that they are equal
would be to say that a man who has no tool can get as much food out
of the ground as the man who hasaspade ora plough; or that.‘{hzmatlz
who has no weapon can defend himselfas well against hostile beas f
or hostile men as the man who has a weapon. If that were so, NONE O
deny ourselves to get capital,
us would work any more. We WOIK and deny e SRR
just because, other things being equal, the man “;lho 'ta;mt
forattaining all the ends of life, t0 the man who has 1tno%
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