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CHAPTER 6 Arguing a Position
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her response to readers’ THIS ESSAY by Jessica Statsky about children’s competitive sports was written tor a college
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a peer review of her drafts, friends who were deeply involved in sports.

what objections would you As you read, consider the following:
have advised her to respond

to, and how do you think * In your experience and observation, was winning unduly emphasized or was more

she could have responded? value placed on having a good time, learning to get along with others, developing
athletic skills, or something else altogether?
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class blog or discussion board or to bring them to class.
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q [ am concerned about all organized sports activities for children between the
_ ages

of six and twelve. The damage I see resylts from noncontact as well as contact s
sports,

fom sports organized locally as well as those Organized nationally Highly organized
: Ze

competitive sports such as Petewee Football and Little League Baseball are too often
played to adu'lt standards, which are developmentally inappropriate for children and can
pe both physically and psychologically harmful. Furthermore, because they eliminate
many children from organized sports before they are ready to compete, they are actually
counterproductive for developing either future players or fans. Finally, because they
emphasize competition and winning, they unfortunately provide occasions for some parents
and coaches to place their own fantasies and needs ahead of children’s welfare.
3 One readily understandable danger of overly competitive sports is that they
entice children into physical actions that are bad for growing bodies. “There is a
growing epidemic of preventable youth sports injuries,” according to the STOP
Sports Injuries campaign (“Youth Sports” 2). “Among athletes ages 5 to 14, 28 percent
of football players, 25 percent of baseball players, 22 percent of soccer players,
15 percent of basketball players, and 12 percent of softball players were injured
while playing their respective sports.” Although Little League Baseball and Softball
acknowledges that children do risk injury playing baseball, it insists that “severe
injuries . . . are infrequent,” the risk “far less than the risk of riding a skateboard,
a bicycle, or even the school bus” (“Little League Parent Responsibilities”).
Nevertheless, Leonard Koppett in Sports Illusion, Sports Reality claims that a
Wﬁl\_le-year-oid trying to throw a curve ball, for example, may put abnormal strain
-~ ondeveloping arm and shoulder muscles, sometimes resulting in lifelong injuries

tact sports like football can be even more hazardous. Thomas Tutkot al
te University and coauthor of the book Winning

or at San Jose Sta
er American Myths, writes: |
ly opposed to young kids playing tackle football. It is‘not t.he nth N
lopment for them to be taught to crash into other kids. Kids under

i ern i - ation.
are not by nature physical. Their main concern is self-preserv

tball
to meet head on and slam into each other. But tackle foo

. And it is
res that they try to hit each other as hard as they can. An

‘young kids. (qtd. in Tosches A1)
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How does Statsky present
the issue in a way that
prepares readers for her
argument?

How does she qualify her
position in par. 27

What reasons does she
forecast here, and in
which paragraphs does
she discuss each reason?
Do her reasons appeal
primarily to readers’ intel-
lect (logos), to their sense
of fairness and what'’s
credible (ethos), or to their
feelings (pathos)?

How does Statsky try to
establish the credibility of
her sources in pars. 3-5
(ethos)?
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Why do you think she
uses block quotations
instead of integrating

these quotes into her

own sentences?

How does Statsky try to
refute this objection?
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Besides physical hazards and anxieties, competitive sports pose psychological
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dangers for children. Martin Rablovsky, a former sports editor for The New York Times,
says that in all his years of watching young children play organized sports, he has
noticed very few of them smiling. “I've seen children enjoying a spontaneous
pre-practice scrimmage become somber and serious when the coach’s whistle blows,”
Rablovsky says. “The spirit of play suddenly disappears, and sport becomes joblike’
uld be having fun, learning, and being with
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he most common reasons chil

et dren give for quitting,

: : . . aside from ch
in interest, are lack of playing time, failure ang fear of failure, dj C an?z
, disapproval by

significant others, and psychological stress (“Little League Parent Re ibilit
sponsibilities”).

According to Dr. Glyn C. Roberts, a prof —
T Uzw;::; ;): Ikl]l?:Z;:lOSQy at the Institute of .Child
who play competitive sports at a young age drop out b’y S‘?Xtt(::nO (pKertcent of children
This statistic illustrates another reason I oppose competitive s:or:sr)f-or e
pecause they are so highly selective, very few children get to participate. Far too .
soon, a few children are singled out for their athletic promise, while many
others, who may be on the verge of developing the necessary strength and
ability, are screened out and discouraged from trying out again. Like adults,
children fear failure, and so even those with good physical skills may stay away
because they lack self-confidence. Consequently, teams lose many promising
players who with some encouragement and experience might have become stars.
The problem is that many parent-sponsored, out-of-school programs give more
importance to having a winning team than to developing children’s physical skills

and self-esteem.
Indeed, it is no secret that too often scorekeeping, league standings, and the

drive to win bring out the worst in adults who are more absorbed in living out their
own fantasies than in enhancing the quality of the experience for children (Smith et
per articles on children’s sports contain plenty of horror
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AT WORK

How effective do you
think Statsky’s argument
in par. 7 is? Why?

In criticizing some parents’
behavior in pars. 8-9,
Statsky risks alienating her
readers. How effective is
this part of her argument?
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