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rights and prerogatives of state and federal governments relate to the evolution of
American federalism? What were the future implications of these disagreements?

5. In what ways did the removal policy reflect Andrew Jackson’s overall political and
social philosophy? How did it clarify his convictions concerning the role of the
federal government in securing the general welfare and serving the public

interest?

1. John C. Calhoun Outlines the War Department’s

Indian Policy, 1825

Of the four southern tribes, two of them (the
Cherokees and Choctaws) have already allotted to
them a tract of country west of the Mississippi. That
which has been allotted to the latter is believed to be
sufficiently ample for the whole nation, should they
emigrate; and if an arrangement, which is believed not
to be impracticable, could be made between them and
the Chickasaws, who are their neighbors, and of sim-
ilar habits and dispositions, it would be sufficient for
the accommodation of both. A sufficient country
should be reserved to the west of the Cherokees on the
Arkansas, as a means of exchange with those who re-
main on the east. To the Creeks might be allotted a
country between the Arkansas and the Canadian river,
which limits the northern boundary of the Choctaw
possessions in that quarter. There is now pending with
the Creeks a negotiation, under the appropriation of
the last session, with a prospect that the portion of
that nation which resides within the limits of Georgia
may be induced, with the consent of the nation, to
cede the country which they now occupy for a portion
of the one which it is proposed to allot for the Creek
nation on the west of the Mississippi. Should the
treaty prove successful, its stipulations will provide for
the means of carrying it into effect, which will render
any additional provision, at present, unnecessary. . . .
Almost all of the tribes proposed to be affected by
the arrangement are more or less advanced in the arts
of civilized life, and there is scarcely one of them
which has not the establishments of schools in the na-

tion, affording, at once, the means of moral, religious,
and intellectual improvement. These schools have been
established, for the most part, by religious societies,
with the countenance and aid of the Government; and,
on every principle of humanity, the continuance of sim-
ilar advantages of education ought to be extended to
them in their new residence. There is another point
which appears to be indispensable to be guarded, in
order to render the condition of this race less afflict-
ing. One of the greatest evils to which they are subject
is that incessant pressure of our population, which
forces them from seat to seat, without allowing time
for that moral and intellectual improvement, for
which they appear to be naturally eminently suscepti-
ble. To guard against this evil, so fatal to the race,
there ought to be the strongest and the most solemn
assurance that the country given them should be
theirs, as a permanent home for themselves and their
posterity, without being disturbed by the encroach-
ments of our citizens. To such assurance, if there
should be added a system, by which the Government,
without destroying their independence, would gradu-
ally unite the several tribes under a simple but en-
lightened system of government and laws formed on
the principles of our own, and to which, as their own
people would partake in it, they would, under the in-
fluence of the contemplated improvement, at no dis-
tant day, become prepared, the arrangements which
have been proposed would prove to the Indians and
their posterity a permanent blessing. '

2. The Cherokees Resist Removal, 1830

We are aware, that some persons suppose it will be
for our advantage to remove beyond the Mississippi.
We think otherwise. Our people universally think
otherwise. Thinking that it would be fatal to their in-

-

terests, they have almost to a man sent their memor-
ial to congress, deprecating the necessity of a removal.
This question was distinctly before their minds when
they signed their memorial. Not an adult person can
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be found, who has not an opinion on the subject, and
if the people were to understand distinctly, that they
could be protected against the laws of the neighbor-
ing states, there is probably not an adult person in the
nation, who would think it best to remove; though
possibly a few might emigrate individually. There are
doubtless many, who would flee to an unknown
country, however beset with dangers, privations and
sufferings, rather than be sentenced to spend six years
in a Georgia prison for advising one of their neigh-
bors not to betray his country. And there are others
who could not think of living as outlaws in their na-
tive land, exposed to numberless vexations, and ex-
cluded from being parties or witnesses in a court of
justice. It is incredible that Georgia should ever have
enacted the oppressive laws to which reference is here
made, unless she had supposed that something ex-
tremely terrific in its character was necessary in order
to make the Cherokees willing to remove. We are not
willing to remove; and if we could be brought to this
extremity, it would be not by argument, not because
our judgment was satisfied, not because our condition
will be improved; but only because we cannot endure
to be deprived of our national and individual rights
and subjected to a process of intolerable oppression.

We wish to remain on the land of our fathers.
We have a perfect and original right to remain with-
out interruption or molestation. The treaties with
us, and laws of the United States made in pursuance
of treaties, guarantee our residence and our privi-
leges, and secure us against intruders. Our only re-
quest is, that these treaties may be fulfilled, and these
laws executed. . ..

The removal of families to a new country, Even
under the most favorable auspices, and when the spir-
its are sustained by pleasing visions of the future, is at-

tended with much depression of mind and sinking of
heart. This is the case, when the removal is a matter
of decided preference, and when the persons con-
cerned are in early youth or vigorous manhood.
Judge, then, what must be the circumstances of a re-
moval, when a whole community, embracing persons
of all classes and every description, from the infant to
the man of extreme old age, the sick, the blind, the
lame, the improvident, the reckless, the desperate, as
well as the prudent, the considerate, the industrious,
are compelled to remove by odious and intolerable
vexations and persecutions, brought upon them in the
forms of law, when all will agree only in this, that they
have been cruelly robbed of their country, in violation
of the most solemn compacts, which it is possible for
communities to form with each other; and that, if they
should make themselves comfortable in their new res-
idence, they have nothing to expect hereafter but to be
the victims of a future legalized robbery!

Such we deem, and are absolutely certain, will be
the feeling of the whole Cherokee people, if they are
forcibly compelled, by the laws of Georgia, to re-
move; and with these feelings, how is it possible that
we should pursue our present course of improve-
ment, or avoid sinking nto utter despondency? We
have been called a poor, ignorant, and degraded peo-

ple. We certainly are not rich; nor have we ever

boasted of our knowledge, or our moral or intellec-
tual elevation. But there is not a man within our lim-
its so ignorant as not to know that he has a right to
live on the land of his fathers, in the possession of his
immemorial privileges, and that this right has been
acknowledged and guaranteed by the United States;
nor is there a man so degraded as not to feel a keen
sense of injury, on being deprived of this right and
driven into exile. '

3. Andrew Jackson’s Second Annual Message

to Congress, 1830

It gives me pleasure to anpounce to Congress that the
benevolent policy of the Government, steadily pur-
sued for nearly thirty years, in relation to the removal
of the Indians beyond the white settlements is ap-
proaching . . . a happy consummation. Two impor-
tant tribes, [the Choctaws and the Chickasaws], have
accepted the provision made for their removal at the
last session of Congress, and it [is] believed that their
example will induce the remaining tribes also to seek
the same obvious advantages.

The consequences of a speedy removal will be
important to the United States, to individual States,
and to the Indians themselves. The pecuniary advan-
tages which it promises to the Government are the
least of its recommendations. It puts an end to all
possible danger of collision between the authorities
of the General and State Governments o1 account of
the Indians. It will place a dense and civilized popu-
Jation in large tracts of country now occupied by a
few savage hunters. By opening the whole territory
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