Chapter Two

Individual Factors That
Contribute to Intimate
Partner Violence

She would go downtown and take out warmrants out on him and restraining or-
ders and he'll go back and one night she took and killed him, yvou know they
got into a fight, and one night she wok and got it, they got into a fight, and she
grabbed a pistol and shot him in the head, and he got killed the day before |
nad to go to coun and go to training school, and uh, | went to training school
at the age of 14 vears old. | didn’t know where my mother was at, she was go-
ing with guys that would sell her drugs, you know, she was doping you
know.—Eddie, forty-something African American man, North Carolina

The previous chapter provided an overview of intimate partner violence in the
United States. This chapter is the first of three that explore different causes of
intimate partner violence: individual (chapter 2}, structural {chapter 3}, and
cultural {chapter 4).

In this chapter I focus on individual factors that contribute to intimate part-
ner violence. First 1 examine the role that sexual abuse in childhood plays in
the likelithood that women will be beaten in their adult relationships. Second,
I examine the role that child abuse and exposure to [PY in childhood plays in
the probability that men will grow up to become batterers. In both cases, ex-
posure and victimization to violence in childhood lead to an increased prob-
ability for IPY —both perpetration and victimization —in adulthood. We be-
gin by examining the relationship among women,

INDIVIDUAL PREDICTORS OF IPV FOR WOMEN

In the interviews | conducted with women, 1 focused on their experiences grow-
ing up, dating, and in their adult intimate relationships. During these discussions,
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the number of experiences with sexual abuse that tumbled out of them was sur-
prising and troubling. The analyses in this chapter highlight the ways that expe-
riences with sexual abuse in childhood and the teen years affect women's ability
to cope with battering in their adulthood.

Sexual Abuse in Childhood and Adolescence and
Battering in Adulthood

A key issue facing scholars, policy makers, and practitioners is the ability to
predict who will batter and who will be battered. And, though many feminists
agree (Brownmiller 1975; MacKinnon 1989; Rich 1980; Sanday 1981, 1990)
that the single best predictor of battering or becoming a victim of [PV is gen-
der (85 percent of battering is done by men to women) (Tjaden and Thoennes
2000}, this chapter will examine the role that childhood sexual abuse (CSA)
plays in the pathway to becoming a victim of IPV. Specifically, I will (1) de-
scribe the relationship between CSA and [PV and (2) identify the process by
which C5A shapes women's experiences with IPV.

Abuse in Childhood and Abuse in Adulthood

At least half of all women report at least one incident of physical abuse by a
parent or caretaker before age I8 (Tjaden and Thoennes 2(6})). Though
women who were victims of child abuse are not significantly more likely to
grow up to be battered in adulthood (46 percent are but 53.3 percent are not),
women who were victims of child abuse are twice as [ikely to experience I[PV
as women who were not physically assaulted in childhood (46.7 percent com-
pared to 19.8 percent} (Tjaden and Thoennes 2000}). In other words, more
than half of women who were physically abused in childhood do nor grow up
to be battered in adulthood, but the risk for IPV is fwice as high for female
victims of child abuse as for those women who were not abused as children.

The relationship between being sexually abused in childhood and being
raped in adulthood follows a similar pattern. Women raped as minors are
twice as likely to be raped in adulthood {18.3 percent compared to 8.7 per-
cent). However, as was the case with child abuse, most women who are raped
in childhood are mot raped in adulthood — 18.3 percent of those raped in child-
hood are raped as adults, but 81.2 percent of those raped in childhood are not
raped as adults.

In summary, we have good estimates of both sexual and physical abuse in
both childhood and adulthood, and we understand something about the in-
creased nsk victims of both physical and sexual abuse in childhood have for
the same type of violence in adulthood. In short, though most children who
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Figure 2.1. Relationship between Abuse in Childhood and Being Battered in Adulthood

experience sexual abuse or physical violence are not victimized in adult-
hood, victims of childhood sexual or physical abuse are twice as likely to ex-
perience the same {ype of abuse in adulthood as their non-childhood viciim
counterparts.

The question becomes how abuse in childhood creates a pathway to abuse
in adulthood. In her study of stripping and prostitution, Raphael explicates the
ways in which sexual abuse and exploitation diminish self-esteem and can
create a pathway to intimate partner violence. She notes that prostitution and
violence destroy the body's boundaries. “If your body does not present limits
to other people, you begin to feel that vou do not have a right to exist, to take
up space” (2004, 164). Beyond her work, however, little empirical research
exists on the relationship between sexual abuse in childhood or adolescence
and physical abuse in adulthood. Also, because my sample is limited to
women who have been battered, | am unable to use experiences with sexual
abuse in childhood to predict the likelihood of being battered in adulthood.
This chapter focuses on experiences of a group of battered women who were
also victims of severe CSA and illuminates the ways in which this early child-
hood sexual abuse led to poor partnering decisions and limited agency in end-
ing [PV when it did occur.

An Important Research Note: Developing Rapport

Each interview began by asking the women to describe the families in which
they grew up.' In some cases the women talked at length about abusive fathers
or stepfathers. In other cases they made a brief reference to their fathers, step-
fathers, or their mothers” boyfriends that led me to believe that some abuse had
occurred. In most cases, as the women became more comfortable and we es-
tablished more rapport, the stories literally tumbled out. When one conducts
research on such a painful topic, it i1s cntically important to establish trust and
rapport with the subject. | have found that victims of gender oppression (rape,
IPV) are often ashamed of their experiences, and they have encountered peo-
ple who are literally shocked by their stories. Therefore, they tend to start out
mildly and slowly drop more and more outrageous experiences on the table. It
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i5 critical that the researcher express sympathy but not shock at these revela-
tions. By accepting the extraordinary experiences of these women, the re-
searcher develops the trust necessary for the revelation of increasingly int-
mate and increasingly shocking events 2

Though not all girls who are sexually abused in childhood and adolescence
grow up to be battered women, a significant relationship does seem to exist
between being a battered woman and early experiences with rape and incest
{Lawless 2001, Wesley 2006).°

Among the women in this study, CSA fell mto three distinct categonies:
premature sex engagement, incest, and childhood prostitution. I begin with
some descriptive data on the forms of childhood and adolescent sexual abuse
{CSA) and then examine the two “survival” strategies that put victims of CSA
at risk for IPV: (1) marrying as teenagers to escape incest and prostitution,
and (2) choosing intimate partners who could protect them from outside vio-
lence but who ended up abusing them.

Childhood Sexual Abuse: Premature Sex Engagement

Premature sex engagement refers to experiencing one’s first sexual inter-
course at a very young age (13 or 14} with an older man. The most typical
pattern involved 13- and 14-year-old girls having their first sexual experi-
ences with men ten years older, men in their mid-twenties. However, in some
cases the first sexual experiences of these young teenage girls involved much
older men— in their thirties or forties * Though this fits the definition of statu-
tory rape, these women primarily defined these experiences as “‘consensual.”
The issue of consent in these cases is a tricky and complex one, as Odem
{1995) points out in her historical study of sexuality; the “age of consent”
laws effectively remove the possibility that girls under the age of 18 can
legally consent to any sexual activity. Recently some states have modified
their statutory rape laws to require age differences of at least a year; for ex-
ample, sex between two 17-year-olds no longer meets the legal requirements
of statutory rape .’

This issue is further complicated by the blurring of the term “consent.” Di-
ana Scully (1990) points out that convicted rapists’ definitions of rape hinge
on their perceptions of a woman's consent rather than the women's own per-
ceptions. And research on incest and CSA notes that in many cases victims do
report “consenting.” | argue that the women whom [ classify as experiencing
premature sex engagement fall into the same category as victims of C5A and
not into the category of those cases now excluded from statutory rape. In all
cases, the age difference between the girls and the men they had sex with was
at least ten vears. Furthermore, this age gap results in both a power differen-
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tial and an experience differential that often left these girls feeling exploited,
even when they consented.

Veta, for example, told of her first sexual experience when she was 16. Her
“partner” was a 42-year-old married man by whom she would become preg-
nant. In discussing the awkwardness of the age difference Veta recalled
telling her parents she was pregnant. When they insisted that she bring the fa-
ther of her child to their home to meet him, she realized she was bringing
home a man who was not only married to someone else but older than her
parents.

Of the twenty African American women [ interviewed, eighteen (90 per-
cent), experienced premature sex engagement (several via incest and/or pros-
titution). Though common among white women as well, somewhat fewer (ten
of fifteen or 67 percent} experienced premature sex engagement. Further-
more, only one experienced incest, and none experienced prostitution. These
patterns reinforce those that are reported by national studies which reveal that
African American teenage girls are one and a half times more likely to have
had sexual intercourse than their white peers (Dye 2005).

Not only was early teenage sexual activity common, but it almost always
involved older, and presumably more experienced. first sex pariners. And, for
African American women. these sexual experiences at 14 or 15 almost in-
variably led to pregnancy and a birth before the mother turned sixteen . With
rare exceptions, girls who had their first child by age 16 dropped out of high
school and failed to earn a general education diploma (GED). Race differ-
ences exacerbate the problems associated with teen childbearing. For exam-
ple. because African Americans have higher levels of unintended unemploy-
mert (Hattery and Smath 2007a; Padavic and Reskin 2002) and because
African Americans and women require more education to make the same
wages as white men (Padavic and Reskin 2002), the long-term consequences
of these experiences significantly shape the life chances of African American
girls (Hattery and Smith 2007a; Maynard 1997} and their children. The fail-
ure to complete high school left these women even more vulnerable to I[PV
because they had little earning power in a changing economy where low-
skilled employvment continues to disappear. This form of economic depen-
dency is highly correlated with IPV (Browne 1987; Brush 2000, 2001).

Clearly race shaped both the likelihood of expenencing premature sex en-
gagement as well as its consequences. The fact that nearly all of the African
American women | interviewed experienced premature sex engagement sug-
gests that, as scholars and practitioners (teachers, social workers, and health
care providers), we need to adjust our understanding of the “typical” experi-
ences of African American teenage girls to include this type of experience. Sec-
ond, because we know that premature sex engagement has many consequences
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for young women, especially African Americans, these race differences demand
our attention. The consequences range from those associated with early sexual
intercourse {Alan Guttmacher Institute 2006). to those associated with the ex-
ploitation inherent in these expenences {Wesley 2006; Sweet and Tewksbury
2000}, to those associated with teen childbearing (Hattery and Smith 2007a;
Maynard 1997),

Incest and Child Molestation at Home

Incest and child molestation are reported by 15 to 25 percent of adult women
{Tjaden and Thoennes 20(K)). Several white and African American women
whom | interviewed admitted to childhood sexual abuse by fathers, stepfa-
thers, and mothers’ boyfriends. Among the thirty-five women [ interviewed,
five (15 percent) reported at least one experience with incest.

Candy is a white woman from North Carolina who was molested at age 15
by her mother’s boyiriend. As a result of this abuse she became pregnant and
was thrown out of the house. Shortly thereafter she married a young man her
own age but because of his drug addiction they divorced a year later.

Debbie is an African Amernican woman from North Carolina who was not
only molested by her father but tortured physically as well. Among other
things, her father slapped her, banged her head against the wall, forcibly cut
her hair—while he made her lie on the cement floor of the garage— and
burned her with a welding iron. Debbie’s father also kept the family—she has
eight brothers—isolated, and made the children gquit school when they
reached the age of 16 so that they could go to work. He demanded that they
bring their wages home for his use. By age 17 Debbie had moved out of the
house. Shortly after, she met John, and they married within weeks.

Consistent with national level data (Tjaden and Thoennes 2000} very few
race differences exist with regard to the women's experiences with incest.
The race differences that did emerge in this study revolved primarily around
women's willingness to talk about the incest.” Regardless of their willingness
to disclose the details, scholars and practitioners need to assume a high prob-
ability for CSA when working with young women, especially young women
who are in trouble or “at risk” (Gaarder and Belknap 2002; Sweet and Tewks-
bury 2000; Wesley 2006},

PREADOLESCENT PROSTITUTION:
THE LIQUOR OR DRINK HOUSE

Among the women | interviewed, none of the white women but 15 percent
(three of twenty) of the African American women had experiences as child
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prostitutes. One case involved “situational prostitution,” the other two cases
involved continuous child prostitution in drink houses run by the fathers/
stepfathers of the women.

I begin the discussion of liquor houses with a caveat: [ do not imply here
that childhood prostitution 15 a normative or even a common experience for
yvoung African American women. | do suspect, however, that Winston-Salem.
North Carolina. is similar in many regards to other southern communities with
a single major employer; in Winston-Salem this emplover 1s RJ Reynolds To-
bacco. In these communities relationships often form between the company, its
executives, and the illegitimate economy that exists in all communities, As in
many southern communities until very recently, work was segregated (Hattery
and Smith 2007a: Hill-Collins 1994; Shapiro 2003}, and RJ Reynolds was no
exception. Though a few African Americans were hired to sweep floors and do
the most menial labor associated with cigarette production, for the most part
they were excluded from working at the town’s primary company. As is typi-
cal in many southem towns, African Americans were, however, called on to
“service” the white community as housekeepers, nannies, gardeners, and as
liguor suppliers (Korstad 2003; Tursi 1994). This was an especially important
function during Prohibition, and the habit local white men developed then of
going into liguor houses to imbibe persists today. When conditions like these
exist, the environment is primed for many exploitative and oppressive behav-
iors, among them prostitution. Therefore, I believe there is much to leam from
the case of Winston-Salem, North Carolina.

A liguor house is a type of unregulated social club. Usually it is located in
an apartment in a public housing project. In a typical liguor house, a man al-
lows a woman (and often her children) to live rent free upstairs in exchange
for her {and her children) running the liquor house on the main level of
the home. And, this arrangement usually involves an exchange for sex with
the woman whenever he desires 1t.*

When | inquired about the men who frequented the drink houses, Evie told
me that of course there were the locals, men who lived in the projects, but that
the primary customers were white male executives from RJ Reynolds To-
bacco Company. These men would come during their lunch hour and at happy
hour {usually after 4 p.m.) to consume alcohol, smokes, and have sex before
returning to their quiet, white, middle-class neighborhoods.

Some of the Reynolds men pot paid on Wednesday. They’ll come in, maybe,
and buy . . , give me a five, and maybe they done bought four drinks and |
would have the change. Sometimes they would sell fish in there. And a lot of
times, some of the guys would get the cigarettes and change cigarettes for
drinks. And it was just like, | wonder that the people that lived out by a car
[meaning out in the suburbs|. There was nice section. But they would come in
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our neighborhood, and drink, and buy women and stuff like thar.—Evie, fifty-
something African American woman, Morth Carolina

Both women who worked in (and in fact grew up in) liguor houses were
initially lured into this work by their fathers/stepfathers who told them they
could earn a little money making sandwiches and pouring drinks. Evie recalls
that by age 12 she was frying fish and totally managing the food side of the
operation. In addition, Evie admitted that her father prostituted her as well;
she was required to “perform favors” for the men in the drnnk house.

You can’t imagine what it's like to have to sit on the laps of men when you are
a 10-year-old. | hadn't even learned to ride a bike yet.—Evie, fifty-something
African American woman, North Carolina

Perhaps most striking about these stories of preadolescent prostitution is
the way that they are shaped by both race and social class. Not only were the
women subjected to this type of sexual abuse African American and poor, but
the situation itself was in part created out of race and class inequalities that
exist in the community. In a segregated community like Winston-5alem, few
legitimate ways exist for African Americans to earn a living, and those that
do exist are primarily restricted to educated. middle-class, and professional
African Americans and to women who were employed as domestics (Hill-
Collins 1994}, Poor whites were able to find work in the RJ Reynolds ciga-
rette factories, but African Americans were excluded from this employment
option. Thus, African Americans living in the housing projects created a “ser-
vice” economy that filled a niche, one that would never have been allowed in
most white neighborhoods regardless of its social class composition (Korstad
2003; Tursi 1994). Thus race, class, and gender were powerful forces in shap-
mg both the individual experiences these women had with preadolescent
prostitution as well as the phenomenon itself ®

In response to the CSA these women experienced, they employed two re-
lated survival strategies: (1) marrying to escape the abuse and (2) choosing
dangerous partners. Both strategies put these women at risk for IPV. 1 turn
now to a discussion of the survival strategies and incredible violence that
these women endured at the hands of their abusive partners.

SEXUAL ABUSE AND A DRIVE TO ESCAPE

By age 17, seeking answers and help, Debbie became a disciple of James and
Tammy Bakker's PTL ministry. Homeless for a time, she slept in a trailer on
the grounds of the PTL Club in Charlotte. There she met a young man. After
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a few weeks they had sex, and feeling guilty, they married. Within months her
husband became abusive both physically and sexually. In addition to moving
out of the house during the period of incest and molestation, it was also com-
mon for these women to marry early, a practice that was encouraged by the
victims' own mothers. Debbie describes her decision to marry John.

It was after three days we met that we kissed. And we never really discussed that
kiss or nothing. We just liked each other right away. So he took me to a jewelry
store and bought me an engagement ring and a wedding band. Then he had this
necklace around his neck that said “I love you" that somebody gave to him. So
he took it off and put it around my neck. Then [ put the engagement ring on and
he asked me to go with him. And | said, “Sure.” | wanted to be free from my fam-
ily: 1 thought if 1 get married, my name changes and I'm free from my family.—
Debbie, thirty-something African American woman, North Camolina

For many women like Debbie, getting pregnant and/or married was per-
haps the only route for escape (Lawless 2001). All of the women who ac-
knowledged that they had been sexually abused or prostituted in childhood
entered their first intimate, romantic sexual relationship before they were |8.
Frequently these relationships involved living together (married or not)
within weeks or months of getting together. Moving in with another man
seemed the most obvious escape route, one that almost always led to physi-
cal, emotional, and sometimes sexual abuse at the hands of their lovers
(Brandt 2006; Griffing et al. 2005). In their attempts to escape the sexual
abuse they were experiencing at home these girls often left with the first man
who would take them away (usually by marrying them), and within months it
was clear to these girls that they had traded one sort of violence and abuse for
another. Debbie paints a graphic picture:

I wanted to please him [sexually], because my mom never talked to me or noth-
ing. | had to figure out what I'm supposed to do. | knew you screwed, but | wanted
more than that. So | looked at the videos. And when | did something on him that
| learmed from the video, he was like, “Oh, where did you leam to do that? You
had to do it before somewhere else.” But then he got sexually abusive. He wanted
to like use objects on me and all kinds of swif. When he did that, that's when |
started hating him. And 1 wouldn't let him do it and he would get mad. And then
he would tear my pictures up of my family and burned them. He tore up some of
my clothes he bought me. One time he got so mad, we was going down the road
and he ran his car into an overpass bridge. We were both in it, and he was going
80 miles per hour. He totaled the car, but we both walked out of it. [AH: Was he
trying to kill you?] Yeah. He wanted to kill both of us.—Debbie, thirty-something
African American women, Morth Carolina.
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Many, many women [ interviewed reported having sex when they did not want
to, though they seldom called it rape. And, many reported that sex seemed to
be a tool of the violence or an attempt to make up after a battering episode.
They described not only the hurt of being raped by their intimate pariners, the
men who claimed to love them, but also the consequences, such as unintended
pregnancy. We can also assume that many women were at risk for contracting
HIV/AIDS as well, though it is difficult to pinpoint the incident that leads to
transmission when acts of consensual intercourse are mixed in with acts of
rape or nonconsensoal intercourse. Cheri describes her experience:

So, you know, the park. We smoke a little blunt. And then we have sex in
the car, which was ironic, "cause we'd never done this before. Ok, my pants
still on my ankles and then he just starts beating me on my face. Yeah. |
mean, his was too [pants were down]. That's how, soon as he done it, it hap-
pened. He didn’t even get up off of me. He just started beating me, talking
about, that's what | was doing, that’s what | gave to somebody else and just
rambling on and on and on. And | crawled out of the car and crawled un-
der my car. Then my stubborn butt wouldn't leave 'til he gave me my two
hundred dollars back. Then, he was like, he was like, well, go clean your
face up. . . . | had about six bones broken over here. This was broken and
this was broken. And to this day, | can't see out this eye. | have a dislocated
retina. And, like, this bone was broken and stuff. And, so, 1 went a whole
day without going to the emergency room ‘cause | was scared. 50, when |
finally went to the emergency room, ‘cause the eye wouldn't open up is
what made me go, and | was in so much pain, | found out | was pregnant.
50, told . . . so | told the abortion clinic, if va'll don't pet this baby out of
me, | am. 5o they got me a volunteer to help pay for it, but by the time they
came through, | was five months pregnant. 5o then that almost killed me.—
Cheri, thiny-something African American woman, North Carolina

The strategies employed by Debbie, like those of so many other women | in-
terviewed, extend a well-established finding by scholars who study C5A: that
CSA is a major pathway to careers in stripping and prostitution (Monto and
Hotaling 2001; Sweet and Tewksbury 2000; Wesley 2006} and juvenile delin-
quency ((aarder and Belknap 2002; Goodkind, Ng. and Samri 2006). 1 argue
that seeking out sexual partners as a means of escape is similar to stripping
and prostitution in that they all involve trading sexual access for economic
support. In contrast, the battered women [ interviewed who had nof experi-
enced CSA left intimate partner relationships the first time they were hit. As
a result, they were seldom forced into the cycle of trading sexual access for
the economic support of a man who would also abuse them.
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With regard to social class, the strategy of trading sexual access for eco-
nomic support. though used by many women for centuries and in all cultures,
is by and large a strategy that affluent women do nof need to rely on. The
middle-class women in the sample did not establish a pattern of trading sex-
ual access for economic support to flee abusive relationships. Instead, they re-
lied on their own economic assets.

Andi is an African American woman | interviewed in Minnesota, Andi's is
yet another case of premature sex engagement. At |13 Andi had her first sex-
ual relationship with a man ten years her senior, He was 23. She altimately
bore two children by this man though they never married. Because he was
also a drog dealer and violent with her and the children, she decided that she
needed to escape.

Yeah—| got my older son, | got all my stuff and we went to Chicago. Um,
with me working for the moving company, | knew this guy who drove a
truck, and so he was up there and he had to go back to Chicago, so he ook
us to Chicago. | stayed in a hotel for about a week and then went to a shel-
ter. | stayed in the shelter, but, mind you, I'm a hot girl, so, | don’t know, but
| stayed in the shelter for, like, three days—and then mat this guy. One day
when | was outside of the shelter. And | do not know what was going through
my mind, but I liked him; he was like, “Why don’t you come to Minnesota
with me.” So | came to Minnesota. I'd been in Chicago for a-week-and-a-
half. [AH: And how quickly did you move to Minnesara?] The next day after
I met him. It was like—na, | didn't—it was like one of those stupid you're
risking your life moves—but 1 was like, “Hey—What do | have to lose right
now? | have absolutely nothing.” So—he was—He had already came up here
to Minnesota ‘cause his brother got murdered and they couldn’t stay in
Chicago because the people whao killed his brother were actually trying to
kill him. 50 he were up here and he was supposed to be in Chicago picking
up this girl who says she was pregnant by him but she said she didn't want
to go, so he brought me back up here instead and told his family that | was
her. | was living with him and his family—with him and his mom, and his
grandma and younger brothers and sisters. | thought it was—I thought it was
weird. Really, really weird. But, | mean, we talked 1o each other every day
and we started getting involved with each other and everything. [AH: Were
vou sleeping with him? Eventually—yeah. Yeah. The reason it's weird to me
that we started getting closer, he started getting real close to my kids and my
kids started getting close to him. So | kept working and he finally got a job.
And—he was working at [Simoniz] at first, ‘cause he had never had a real job
and he had always been hustling down in Chicago—that was the life out
there. 50 he got his job at Simoniz in Apollo Air—and so we decided we
wanted to get an apartment of our own. S0 we got an apartment of our own.
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Everything seemed pretty good for a minute. It was all right—I mean but it
was a two bedroom apartment and everything. He got a job at Target, so that
was a better job so we were living on our own, we got furniture and stuff—
‘cause we work hard to get furniture and everything, make sure the kids are
okay, had daycare set up; all that was good—but then one night he flipped
out because he found out | had smoked a blunt which | shouldn’t have but it
was 3 temptation. He found owt | had smoked a blunt and that | had been
around some guys. So he flipped out and we pot into this fight and every-
thing. . . . Well, first he had just grabbed me, and like, slammed me into the
wall; and me, I'm not gonna just stand there—so, like, | try to shove him off
me. And | grabbed his shirt up, like, roped it up—like that—and then | kept
telling him “get off me,” and stuff and, no, he steady slinging me around

and stuff and he ended up hitting my face against the wall.—Andi, twenty-
something African American woman, Minnesota

Andi’s story, though perhaps extreme in that it involves moving several
hundred miles. 1s typical of the stories | heard from the women [ interviewed.
What Andi’s story illustrates is the cycle that many of the battered women 1
interviewed fell into, specifically their drive to replace the financial security
they traded when they left abusive circumstances. These women often re-
ported that they felt that their options were limited to either living alone and
in poverty or taking a chance to improve their economic conditions by mov-
ing in with a man.

Though this may seem obvious, something that all women face, for many
of the battered women I interviewed, leaving a violent or sexually abusive
relationship — often leaving fathers. stepfathers, or older men—had plunged
them into such severe poverty that they were homeless. In addition, moving
out often meant that they lost their jobs because they either failed to come to
work during the transition or they could not continue to go to work and care
for their children. It is common in low-income families for parents to “split
shifts" so that one parent watches the children while the other works, thus
eliminating or significantly reducing child care costs (Hattery 2001b), Leav-
ing the abusive relationship often meant leaving behind the only child care
that was available and “affordable.” Therefore, the pressures these women
felt to find a new relationship were significant and pressing. Most of the
women | interviewed reported that after leaving an abusive relationship
they often established a new relationship within weeks, often with someone
they barely knew or with someone they knew had a reputation for violence,
and more often than not, this relationship tumed violent as well.

This confirms the findings of other scholars who found similar patterns in
studies of homeless women who reported high rates of violence in their rela-
tionships. “It 1s evident that the women entered into initial adult relationships
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for multiple reasons (often related to childhood issues)—to escape the home
environment, to prove to themselves and others that they could “do it right
to achieve what they discerned as safety, security, comfort, or love” {Wesley
and Wright 2005, 1089). In short, as Wesley and Wrnight note, women who
have experienced abuse typically find that their options “shrink.” And, this is
compounded by race and social class. Women with fewer of their own eco-
nomic resources were more likely to jump directly into new relationships in
order to avoid what they saw as a real chance they would otherwise be home-
less. And, because of the strong correlation between race and social class
(Hattery and Smith 2007a; Shapiro 2003) this pattern was more pronounced
among African American women than their white counterparts. Thus, the data
presented here further our understanding of the links among CSA, IPV, race,
class, and homelessness.

TRADING SEXUAL ACCESS FOR PROTECTION

Women who have been raped or sexually assaulted often view men as dan-
gerous (Brownmiller 1975; Griffin 1979; Koss 1985; Koss et al. 1994). If
they are sexually assaulted by someone they know, they often report feeling
as if they can no longer trust anvone. Women who are raped by a stranger may
develop a generalized distrust of the world (Griffin 1979; Koss 1985; Koss et
al. 1994}, Living with the awareness that they can be victimized again, some
women may put up with sexual and physical abuse by their intimate partners
in exchange for the protection these men provide from the outside world
(MacKinnon 1989; Rich 1980, 1995). Az a result of the CSA the women in
this sample experienced, they entered their adult lives in a nearly obsessive
search of exactly that kind of male protection.

Ironically, wanting a protector is, by definition, wanting someone capable
of violence. To defend a woman from another man’s physical violence, he
must himself be capable of inflicting physical harm or of providing the threat
of physical harm. Clearly not all protectors use physical violence, either
against women or men, but the paradox lingers—and it played itself out es-
pecially clearly in Candy’s relationship.

Candy, whose story was presented earlier, was molested at age 15 by her
mother’s boyfriend. Like many of the other women's stories told here, she
sought adult intimate partners who would protect her even while abusing her.
Candy lives/Tived'” with Mark, a physically dominant man who is horribly
abusive. Among many incidents, he choked her until she was unconscious,
beat her against the stick shift of their car until her pelvis broke —causing her
a few days later to miscarry their child— slapped her, pulled her hair, jumped
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on her and broke several ribs —almost causing an additional miscarriage and
landing Candy in the hospital for two days —and bit her in the face at least ten
times. At 5'9" and 120 pounds, Candy is extremely thin. At 300 pounds, even
Mark’s slaps are extremely dangerous. Candy also indicated that Mark had
raped her “once or twice.” At the time of the interview, this level of battering
had been going on for four to five years. However, Candy rationalizes that al-
though Mark may beat her, abuse her emotionally, and rape her, he does not
allow anyone else to treat her this way.

Candy stays with Mark because he provides protection from the violence she
fears she might otherwise experience at the hands of a stranger. The abuse she
experiences with Mark 1s predictable, making it preferable to the unpredictable
nature of sexual harassment and sexual and physical assault that women face in
the workplace and outside world (MacKinnon 1989; Rich 1980, 1995). Recall
Candy’s quote that opens the introductory chapter, which 1 repeat here in brief:

“He might try to hit me and he might try to kill me but. . . . He was going o
protect me from everybody else—Candy, twenty-something white woman,
North Carolina

Candy’s quote illustrates not only an extreme example of the types of vio-
lence these women live with, but it also demonstrates her cognizance of her
sitoation. Many people believe that battered women have no agency or that
they do not know how to make good choices. Candy's statement is clear: she
understands very clearly the trade-off that she is making. And, though ex-
treme, Candy's case illustrates the trade-off that many battered women make:
choosing life-threatening violence that is predictable over the kind of random
violence they perceive awaits them in the streets. In Candy's case this choice
also puts her at risk of becoming one of the | 300 women who are murdered
by their partners and ex-partners each yvear. And, it illustrates, profoundly, the
mistake U.S. society makes in teaching women to fear strangers when in fact
their greatest risk for violence is in their own homes.

A LIFE OF ILLEGAL AND ILLEGITIMATE BEHAVIOR

Sexual assault and sexual abuse are significant events in any woman's (or
man's) life. As noted by Pipher (1994) and Wolf (1992}, many girls and
women who are raped or sexually abused rely on dangerous coping strategies:
they medicate the pain with alcohol or drugs, they attempt to become “sexu-
ally invisible” by developing anorexia, bulimia, and overeating. Some will go
so far to end the pain as committing suicide or going “crazy.” There is little
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one can do to protect girls and women from being the victims of rape and sex-
ual abuse, but those who deal with its victims note the importance of support
and a healthy environment in which to heal. The women [ interviewed had
neither a healthy environment nor the financial resources to get the support
they needed. For Evie in particular, the effects of being forced to work as a
child prostitute in her father’s drink house, living in a violent household, and
living in poverty had lifelong effects.

Evie was exposed to many different avenues for making money in the ille-
gitimate economy while she was working at the drink house. As one can
imagine, she ruled out prostitution and escaped it as soon as she could.
Though. as was the case with many of the other victims of childhood sexual
abuse, she did sometimes trade sex for the financial support of a male part-
ner: & place to live, some food on the table, or some drugs, However, for the
majority of Evie's life, she supported herself in all sorts of ways. Her father
was a numbers writer,' and she learned the numbers trade in the liquor house,
As a teenager, she began running numbers for her father. She also learned to
deal drugs. Sometimes she would hold a part-time job: for example, she
worked for a while in a laundry, but she was always engaged in running num-
bers and dealing, even when she was emploved. Evie told of how dry clean-
ing customers would drop off or pick up laundry and ask to see her. They
would place bets or buy drugs from Evie; she weaved legitimate work in with
illegitimate work. Evie also learned about the opportunities to make money
by selling products on the aftermarket. She would steal clothes and acces-
sories from stores at the mall and sell them in aftermarket outlets.

As we talked more and more about her adult life, Evie talked about the only
legitimate job she had ever had. She worked as a cook at the county hospital
for the last four years, a job she got when she was 46 years old. It was Evie's
first “real” job, not because, like many white, middle-class women, she had
been out of the labor market raising children and taking care of a home, nor
because she was on welfare, but because she had always supported herself in
the illegitimate economy. When I met Evie in the shelter, she had lost her job
at the hospital due to a single absence that resulted from battering. (I will re-
turn to this 1ssue in chapter 4.)

Living her whole life in the illegitimate world and being abused physically,
sexually, and emotionally left Evie with very little hope and trust that things
would work out. Evie had never experienced any measure of stability —
except for constant instability — and this adversely affected her decision mak-
ing. As Evie was describing her foray into legitimate employment, she smiled
for a moment. She loved to cook and was happy that she could earn a living
doing something she loved. The other staff in the hospital kitchen were 1m-
pressed by her skills, and when | asked what her signature dish was, she




40 Chapter Two

gleamed and replied: “My turkey and stuffing! Everything made from
scratch.”

In the midst of this conversation Evie stopped, opened up her pocketbook,
and pulled out a receipt. She had been living in and paying rent to a local flop
hotel for the last four years to the tune of almost $40,000." I was shocked,
and when [ remarked that for that sum, with her good job at the hospital, she
could have bought a small house or at least paid on a mortgage, her face sunk.
Yes, she knew that. When | asked her why she had not invested in something
more permanent, even an apartment, which would have cost less per month
and allowed her to save some money, she replied that it was her fear of insta-
bility. She assumed that she would lose her job. She was actually shocked her-
self that she had managed to keep a legitimate job for four years. To put it
simply, the long-term effects of sexual abuse in childhood, when coupled with
a life of poverty and an unhealthy home life, had far-reaching, lifelong effects
that extended into nearly all aspects of “normal™ adult life.

RACE, CLASS5, AND GENDER: ANALYZING THE DATA

This discussion has focused on the relationship between women's experi-
ences with sexual violence i childhood and adolescence (CSA) and intimate
partner violence (IPY) in adult relationships. Here 1 employ the race. class,
and gender paradigm to analyze the individual variations in experiences with
both C5A and IPV. [ also use the paradigm as a framework for understanding
the ways that race and class structure the lives of individual actors so that op-
portunities are either created or denied. Because CSA and IPV are both types
of violence against women and fundamentally about gender, | begin with a
discussion of sexual abuse as gendered.

The sexual abuse experienced by these women illustrates a culture of
misogyny (Brownmiller 1975; MacKinnon 1989; Rich 1980; Sanday 1981,
1990,/2007). The abuse serves to teach and reinforce the lesson that women
are of lower or perhaps no value relative to men, other than as sex objects, re-
inforcing Raphael’s finding (2004). The abuse also serves to reinforce the
masculine identities of the perpetrators, reminding women and men of the power
of patriarchy in shaping relationships and households. If we assume that girls
leam many of their lessons about men from the men with whom they live grow-
ing up, then the lessons in these households were (are) the lessons of patriarchy;
women have no value, women are to be controlled and punished by men, and
sexual abuse 1s defined as normal and often appropriate (Gefiner 1997).

The lessons learned in the liguor houses are further shaped by race. One of
the lessons learned by the girls who worked as prostitutes in the liquor houses
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15 that the bodies of African Amernican girls and women are of even less value
than the bodies of white women. The white men who abused these girls and
paid to rape them (how can a 12-year-old consent to sex, even as a prosti-
tute?) engaged in this activity in the African American community, ot in the
white community. These white men used their race and gender privilege to
abuse these young African American girls. Though rates of sexual abuse by
stepfathers and mothers” boyfriends is also high in the white community, the
systematic abuse of young white women by men from outside the community,
specifically nonwhite men, is not only less common, it simply does not exist.

This structured exploitation can be linked to another form of exploitation
in southern communities: the sexual abuse of African American women by
white men during slavery and the era of Jim Crow (see especially Davis
1983). During the 250 years of chattel slavery in this country white men rou-
tinely had nonconsensual sex with African American women slaves (Johnston
1970, 217)."2 This circumstance occurred at all levels of the social class sirata
all the way up to the third president of the United States, Thomas Jefferson
(Lanier 2000). After the official end of slavery, many southern white house-
holds employed an African American woman as a housekeeper or domestic.
The systematic sexual abuse of these women is well documented (Halsell
1969) and again, extends all the way up the social class ladder to long-time
LS. Senator Strom Thurmond who “sowed his wild oats” with the young
African American woman working in his parents’ house. She became preg-
nant and gave birth to their child, Essie Mae Washington (Staples 2004). We
can see then the way that a system of racial domination, and to a lesser de-
gree social class inequality, can create an environment ripe for the systematic
sexual abuse of African American girls by white men. It was and always has
been part of the structure of the American South,

The experiences of the liguor houses are also shaped significantly by social
class. Middle-class and affluent communities typically do not have these out-
ward manifestations of the illegitimate economy. African Amencans who live
in middle-class and affluent neighborhoods and communities are not likely to
experience the type of abuse | heard about and detail here. However, this does
not mean that middle-class African Americans are immune to this type of
situation. Many middle-class African Americans who can afford houses in
white neighborhoods and communities are redlined; they can purchase homes
only in predominantly African American neighborhoods which are, as a result
of these practices, typically fairly heterogeneous by social class (Massey
2005; Massey and Denton 1993; Shapiro 2003), 1n contrast to white neigh-
borhoods and communities which are very homogeneous by race and social
class. Therefore, though middle-class African Amenicans are not likely to be
victims of the types of exploitation associated with the liquor houses, they
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may be aware of these establishments within their residential communities.
Thus, the lens provided by the race, class, and gender paradigm provides the
framework for examining the ways that three distinct systems of oppres-
sion—race, gender, and social class —are interwoven and shape the lives of
those living underneath and within these systems.

National level data indicate that African American women are more likely
to experience rape and sexual abuse (Tjaden and Thoennes 20000), and though
the stories of CSA in this book come from African American women as well
as white women, these interviews also confirm the national level data.
Though many of the white women [ interviewed had expenienced molestation
or incest, virtually aif of the African American women I interviewed experi-
enced CSA in the form of (1) incest, (2) childhood prostitution, and/or (3)
premature sex engagement. Analysis of National Violence Against Women
(NVAW) data also indicates that Afnican American women are more likely to
experience severe IPV than are their white counterparts (Hattery and Smith
2003, 2005). Though many reasons for this can be cited, [ would argue that
one key Issue is the increased exposure of African American women to C5A
that ultimately increases their risk for IPV in adulthood.

Furthermore, though rates of [PV are relatively stable across time and
across racial/ethnic boundaries, my analyses of the NVAW data (Hattery and
Smith 2003, 2005) demonstrate that race/ethnicity shapes the forms of vio-
lence that women experience. Overall, African American women are dispro-
portionately likely to experience lethal and near lethal violence. For example,
they are more likely to have a weapon (knife or gun) used against them, and
they are more likely to be “beat up” (Hattery and Smath 2003, 2005). And, my
interviews confirmed this quantitative finding as well. White women were
less likely to report injuries that required a visit to the emergency room and/or
other forms of medical attention than were their African American counter-
parts., African American women reported incidents suoch as being hit in the
head with a ball-peen hammer, being hit in the mouth so hard that one
woman's teeth punctured both her top and bottom lips, being threatened with
a shotgun, and being beaten beyond recognition—reported by the male bat-
terer who was also a boxer and had recently killed another boxer in the ring.

Similarly, research on the effects of child physical and sexual abuse
demonstrate that African American children who are abused and/or neglected
are more likely to be involved in criminal activity as juveniles and adults than
are white children who experienced abuse and/or neglect in childhood
{Widom and Maxfield 2001). For girls, arrests were most often reported for
alcohol and drug violations (Widom and Maxfield 2001), which is consistent
with the research on “self-medicating™ by female victims of CSA (Browne
and Finkelhor 1986; Hanson 1990; Kendall-Tackett, Williams, and Finkelhor




Individual Factars That Contribuie to IPY 43

1993: Rind, Tromovitch, and Bauserman 1998; Sturza and Campbell 2005).
These data provide empirical evidence to corroborate the gualitative findings
presented here: African American women who are victims of CSA are at in-
creased risk for IPV as a result of the damaging effects of CSA that remain
untreated and uninterrupted (Raphael 2004). Because minority and low-
income girls are more likely to expenience CSA, and because minority and
low-income women are more vulnerable to and at higher nsk for 1PV (re-
gardless of their experiences with CSA), additional attention and resources
must be dedicated to our most marginalized and vulnerable citizens. 1 turn
now to a discussion of the impact of childhood violence on men.

THE IMPACT OF VIOLENCE IN CHILDHOOD ON MEN

Growing up in a violent household, particularly one that involves IPV, is a
significant predictor of violence in adulthood. Family scholars like Straus and
Gelles talk about this as the intergenerational transmission of violence theory.
Violence is transmitted from parent to child, from father to son. In their study
of men, Ehrensaft, Cohen, and colleagues (2003) report that experiencing
child abuse doubles a man's risk for beating his intimate partner. But wit-
nessing violence in childhood triples a man's risk for becoming a batterer.’
Few researchers dispute the fact that child abuse and/or growing up witness-
ing parental intimate partner!’ violence is detmmental to the healthy develop-
ment of children.

Yet discussions of the intergenerational transmission of violence theory are
wrought with controversy. Critics of the theory point to the fact that the ma-
jority of boys who grow up in violent homes do not grow up to abuse either
their children or their female partners (Kaufman and Zigler 1987). This is an
important critique. Other researchers are critical of the term because it implies
a genetic transmission. | will discoss this critique in the concluding chapter,
arguing that the intergenerational transmission of violence theory can be of
value in examining the ways that men, especially violent men, teach their
sons to be men. This is completely different from the genetic implications im-
plied by the intergenerational transmission of violence theory.

Yet, as | stated in the first pages of this book, to ignore the fact that boys
who grow up experiencing violence and/or witnessing it often grow into men
who perpetrate it would be to ignore one of the processes by which IPY be-
comes part of intimate relationships. Indeed Murray Straus makes an inter-
esting analogy: “It happens that research on smoking and lung cancer is very
similar to that on having been abused and abusing. Two-thirds of those who
smoke a pack of cigarettes a day or more do nof die of lung cancer or other
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smoking related diseases. Yet we do not take that as invalidating the theory
that smoking causes lung cancer™ {1991, 184).

Finally, it would also be dismissive to ignore the powerful impact of child-
hood violence on the men [ interviewed. Many of these men grew up in
households that were violent. Men like Darren grew up in hooseholds where
their fathers physically abused their mothers.

| saw the violence growing up. | can remember him standing over my mother
with an iron in his hand and me drawing a .22 rifle on him to make him back
up. Stuff like that. | can remember him choking my mother when | was seven,
eight, nine years old. And all my friends are going to the kitchen window.
There he is; he's got her over the sink. It was violent. Nobody was ever hospi-
talized or anything like that, but it was usually associated with his drinking.—
Darren, forty-something white man, North Carolina

In addition to the physical violence that occurred between Darren’s parents,
he described his father as emotionally absent; in fact, he indicated that his fa-
ther was incapable of expressing emotion. After his parents divorced he saw
his father only five or six times in the next twenty years, at which point his
father died. On one of the rare occasions that Darren did see his father, they
argued about his father's absence and lack of guidance, and Darren’s father
became physically violent with him.

He pot up and he backed me up against a wall, and he was just quivering from
head to toe. . . . He said, son, 1 love you, but I'll kill you. . . . He was just unable
w handle the emotional side about losing his familv.—Damen, forty-something
white man, North Carolina

Other men grew up in homes in which their fathers were physically abusive
to them.

Yeah, yeah, but I don't want him [my son], you know what | mean, to grow up
and go through what we been through, you know what I'm sayin’, | believe in
discipline, | give out spankin’s, but | just don’t want him to go through what
me, my brother, and my sister went through with this dude [his stepfather], you
know what I'm sayin’, "cause | still got scars from when he beat us. He beat me
with an extension cord, hit me in the face, yeah, he left a scar down my face,
you know what I'm sayin’, so | had to stay out of school for a while on that,
you know. He used to taunt my brother all the time. You're a punk, you're a
pussy, vou're a pussy, you know what I'm sayin’, you ain't never gonna be
nothing, you're stupid, dumb, you see what I'm sayin’, so me and him, he had
grabbed me by my neck and broke my glasses because this one particular day
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he kept calling my brother a punk, you're a punk, you're a pussy, you're a
punk, so he had went outside and got into some altercation with some dude,
[laugh]) he came home, the dude kicked his ass [laugh] so when he came
home | was like | guess you the punk and the pussy now, vou know, so | guess
that comment made him mad, and he grabbed me by my neck, so me and him
start fightin', you know, but just by me making that comment | didn't care
about gettin’ beat up or getting a whippin’, | just feel good that he got hit
(laugh) you know what | mean, that was a great feeling, you know what |
mean.—Manny, thirty-something African American man, North Carolina

Finally, though much less common, several of the men | interviewed grew up
in households in which one parent killed the other, as noted in Eddie’s quote
that serves as an epigram to this chapter.

THE IMPACT OF PROSTITUTION ON SONS

The previous discussion detailed the impact of prostitution on girls and young
women. Many of the men | interviewed also grew up with mothers who
worked as prostitutes, usually as part of a drog addiction. Again, the impact
on these young men was severe. Boys growing up in these households were
often introduced to the drug culture and began using themselves. I would also
argue that these boys and young men were leaming important lessons about
women: that women were not to be respected or trusted. Unfortunately they
carried these views into their own adult relationships, as noted by Eddie,
whose mother killed his father.

At the course of time | even would see my mother stick needles in her arms,
shooting heroin, you know, and it just became a life for me that | had devel-
oped some bad habits from the people that 1 was hanging around and from |
seen in my past, all that 1 knew what | knew and during the course of years,
during the course of these years, in school, | would go to school, you know,
lay my head on the desk, wouldn't focus on the work, or cuss the wacher out,
skip school, goin’ 1o school, having marijuana, school just wasn’t imponant to
me. It had no benefits to me whatsoever, because | had already had made up
mind that | was going to be a drug dealer because, you know that's all | had
seen, that's all 1 had developed. 1 thought that getting high and drinking was
the way to po because that's all | developed throughout my years of coming to
be a early teenager and uh, because all the abusive and damage | seen from
my parents, all the damage of the peaple that | seen and hung around them, It
became a habit to me and by the time | was 16 years old | was selling drugs
and uh toting guns, and snorting cocaine, smoking crack at the age of 16 years
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old, um, stealing cars, you know, the situation had gotten worse. | was snort-
ing heroin, you know. The situation had just gowen bad at the age of 16 and
therefore due o the fact that | had been in so much trouble, the judge sen-
tenced me to o to Morganton High Rise for voung men, a young prison camp
in Morganton, North Carolina, and | was there and 1 went there, 1 caught 10
years when | was 16 years old. The judpe gave me 10 years.—Eddie, forty-
something African American man, North Carolina

RACE, CLASS, AND GENDER APPROACH

Much research documents the fact that rates of physical abuse of boys crosses
all race and class lines (Tjaden and Thoennes 2000). Thus, the role that race and
class play in the intergenerational transmission of violence is in some ways min-
imal. However, the interviews that | conducted with batterers of different
racial’ethnic and class backgrounds illuminate the ways in which race and class
do shape the relationship between male child abuse and battering in adulthood.
The situation for men is similar to that for women: because minorities and the
poor are significantly less likely to report abuse or have it interrupted when it oc-
curs, the cyele of interpersonal violence is more likely to continue.

African American men also face distinct differences that shape their likelihood
for seeing interpersonal violence propagated from one generation to the next.
Most of these forces, such as unemployment and incarceration, will be discussed
in the next chapter. However, it is important to point out here that young African
American men are disproportionately likely to be exposed to other individual risk
factors that shape their decisions and behaviors in adulthood, such as drug abuse,
prostitution, and homicide. African American men (and women, as noted above)
are far more likely than their white counterparts to grow up in families that sub-
sist in the illegitimate economy, a risk factor for exposure to drug abuse and pros-
titution {for a lengthy discussion see Hattery and Smith 2007a). And homicide
rates are substantially higher in the African Amencan community; for example,
homicide constitutes the fifth leading cause of death for African American men.
As 15 the case with Eddie. one can only speculate about the impact that witness-
ing a domestic violence homicide had on his experiences with violence in adult-
hood. This increased exposure to severe violence certainly impacts the likelihood
that African American men will grow up to batter their intimate partners.

CONCLUSION

Clearly the relationships among CSA, IPY, race/ethnicity, and social class are
complex. | have argued here that African American women's disproportion-
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ate exposure to CSA puts them at increased nisk for IPV in adulthood. As noted
by sociologist Deborah King (1988), the impact of race, class, gender, and other
social statuses is not “additive™ but rather intersectional or “multiplicative.” In
order to understand the differences in the expenences of [PV for African Amer-
ican and white women we need to understand the complexities of being a white
woman and/or being an African American woman and how this status intersects
with other systems —access to shelters, to health care, to stable employment,

and to the criminal justice system —that shape both the risk for IPV as well as
the services available for women who find themselves faced with IPV. The
same is true of social class. The fact that social class and race are so conflated
exacerbates the situation for African American women. In terms of CSA and
IPY (the focus of this chapter) we need to pay attention to the fact that African
American women who are sexually abused as girls will. on average, have less
access to treatment (mental health services, counseling) that if successful in
producing healing, may reduce their risk for IPV in adulthood.'®

Most boys who grow up in violent homes do not grow up to become abu-
sive themselves. But the impact of the abuse they witness or experience 1s se-
vere nonetheless. Many of the men I interviewed, white and African Ameri-
can, grew up in homes that were extremely viclent. In some cases they
experienced violence themselves, but far more commonly they watched their
fathers {or stepfathers) beat their mothers. This confirms the finding that
Straus and Gelles and others have reported —that boys who grow up watch-
ing their fathers (or stepfathers) beat their mothers are at the greatest risk for
growing up to beat their own female partners (Ehrensaftt et al. 2003). 1 will re-
turn to this discussion of intergenerational transmission in the concluding
chapter,

Furthermore, it is clear that we cannot understand African Amernican women's
experiences with [PV until we understand their relation to African Amencan
men (Hattery and Smith 2007a). Because of a long history of segregation and
antimiscegenation laws coupled with the continued abhorrence by whites of
black-white marriage, most African American women who are in relationships
are in relationships with African American men— intermarmiage rates for African
American women are less than 5 percent. Thus, an additional “risk™ that African
American women face 15 linked to their parmerships with African American
men, who, like them, are situated in a particular space in the opportunity struc-
ture that heightens the probability that they will engage in violence against their
female partmers (Hattery and Smith 2007a).!7

Finally, I note that one guestion that 1s always asked with regard to these
“stories” 1s why these women sought out relationships with men as a route to
escape sexual abuse. Part of the answer is quite simple: in most cases these
women were poor and unable to make a living on their own. In short, they
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were economically vulnerable. Of all the themes that run through the litera-
ture used in developing this book, that of “economic vulnerability” was the
maost frequently cited by interviewees.

Furthermaore, the majonty of African Amencan women and some {about 25
percent) of the white women I interviewed were pregnant as teenagers. Most
dropped out of school. Thus, they were extremely limited in their ability to pro-
vide for themselves economically, and they sought out relationships with men
whom they thought could put a roof over their heads, some food in their chil-
dren’s bellies, and provide them with some level of support. This 15 one of the
maost powerful ways in which class inequality shapes exposure to IPV. Why 7 Be-
cause women who are marginalized and denied access to the opportunity struc-
ture are vulnerable to and at increased risk for violence both in the streets and at
home.

Though I will make many policy recommendations in the final chapter, |
note here that because of the strong relationship between adult [PV and child-
hood sexual abuse (for women) and child abuse and witnessing IPV (for
men), interventions with the child victims of abuse, including those who wit-
ness it, are critical and are likely to produce a sharp reduction in the incidence
of IPV in adulthood. In the next chapter | will examine the structural causes
of IPV, such as unemployment, poor health, and incarceration.

NOTES

1. Incidentally, the interviews with the men began this way as well.

2. This 1s what made my interview with Debbie so noteworthy. She began the n-
terview by saving that her father tortured her. Because women were so0 much more
likely to stant off slowly, using less charged language, I have to admit that at Tirst I
wondered if Debbie was being facetious. Within minutes, as her story unfolded, 1 re-
alized that her term, tonure, was indeed apt.

3. Furthermore, because African American women are significantly more Likely
than their white counterparts to report being raped or sexually abused in childhood or
adolescence (Tjaden and Thoennes 20K}, the impact on voung African American
women and girls is even greater.

4. In some cases the age differences were smaller, only ten years, Yet, | argue that
for a teenager this age difference still represents a huge gap in knowledge about sex
and power in the “relationship.”

5. The case of Genarlow Wilson in Georgia, who spent several years in prison for
having consensual sex with a 13-vear-old —be was 17 —led (o the revision of the state
statutes there and elsewhere.

. Hall of the white women who experienced premature seX engagement also be-
came teen mothers, and they too struggled o complete high school and acquire any
human capital.
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7. Whereas both Valerie and Candy were willing to disclose the most intimate de-
tails of the abuse, African Amencan women were more reluctant and preferred 1o sim-
ply indicate that it had occurred. This finding may be related o the overall pattern:
African American women in general are less willing to disclose violence by relatives
ar intimates (CS5A and IPY) because they are more distrustiul of the police and fol-
low a strong norm aganst airmg “dirty laundry™ in public (see Hattery and Smith
2003, 2005). Either way. the fact remains that girls who are sexually abused are most
likely to experience that abuse at the hands of relatives and acquaintances.

B. Typically drink houses are open nearly twenty-four hours a day. The women [
mterviewed told me that they were hormble places 10 grow up in because customers,
mostly men, come in all times of the day and night to get a drink, a plate of food, play
cards, and buy cigars or cigarenes. A typical liguor house stocks not only liguor, wine,
and beer but will often serve cold sandwiches during the afiernoon and fish, pork
chops, and french fres in the eveming. Evie talked. almost with pride, about how she
could make the sandwiches and even pour a shot of whiskey by the time she was [0,
Her face turned dark and tears filled her eves as she talked about the men she en-
countered there and what they made her do—employing the euphemism that she had
to “sit on their laps.”

9. Note that the burgeoning international child sex trade is similar. The vast ma-
jonty of children sold into childhood prostitution are not only poor themselves but
come from some of the poorest countries in the world.

10, Candy’s order of protection (a 50-B) prohibits them from living together. How-
ever, according to Candy, they are living with each other on and off, and they are con-
tnuing to have a sexual relationship, another violation of both the 30-B and the terms
of Mark's treatment progriam.

11, Individoals will place “numbers” on the day's horse races with a bookie. De-
pending on the outcome, they can win considerable amounts of money for a small
investment, sometimes as little as a quarter, When they “hit.” the bookie collects a
percentage of the take. (See Drake and Cayton 1945, 38081, for a further explana-
tion and discussion of what they refer to as the “policy station.™)

12, I saw the receipt that she pulled from her handbag.

13. From the work of Johnston we find the following. “The Negro slave woman
was an absolute dependent; dependent upon white men who dominated the little i50-
lated world of the plantation™ (1970, 217).

14. Ehrensaft, Cohen. and colleagues (2003) also report that child abuse and wit-
nessing paréntal violence puts individoals (both men and women) at nsk for drig
abuse, mental health “diseases,” and other negative behavior.

15. 1 use the term parental hére to stand for violence perpetrated between the inti-
mate partners who are raising children. I fully recognize that in many cases the bat-
terer or the victim may not be a parent 1o the child. The adults may be stepparents,
foster parents. even grandparents who are rmsing the child. The use of the term
“parental™ is merely a ol to reduce the cumbersome nature of the discussion for the
redder.

16, This 18 just one example. African Amencan girls who are sexually abused are
also less likely to have access o the criminal justice svstem, whose intervenlion may
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provide the validation that sexual abuse victims need 0 avoid issues of low self-
esteem and self-hatred. Lack of access o the criminal justice system for African
American girls who are sexually abused will result in higher rates of vulnerability for
IPY as these young women transition into adulthood. It 15 also imponant o nofe here
that one reason these girls do not have sufficient access to the criminal justice system
has to do with the long-standing belief that they should not tell police authorities
about their abusive male partners. As sung by the late Billie Holiday:

Well 1'd rather my man would hit me

Than for him o just wp and quit me.

Ain't nobody s business if 1 do.

I swear | won't call no coppa,

If I'm beat up by my Poppu

Ain't nobody’s business il [ do
—Billic Holiday, 1930

17, See especially Smith 2008.
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