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Baltimore and Ohio Railroad (July 7, 1828) 


John B. Morris of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad gave this speech on the occasion of the laying of the 
foundation stone for the line. After 1828, railroads streaked across the Atlantic coast and westward into the 
hinterland. At first, the railroads merely functioned as supplements to the 3,000 miles of canals and the great 
rivers that carried most of America's commerce. However, the ability of railroads to reach land bereft of 
navigable waterways opened up enormous new tracts of land for settlement. 


----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 


Fellow-Citizens. The occasion which has assembled us, is one of great and momentous interest. We have met to 
celebrate the laying of the first stone of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad: and if there be any thing which could 
render the day we have chosen more interesting in our eyes, than it already seems, it is that we now commence 
the construction of a work which is to raise our native city to that rank which the advantages of her situation 
and the enterprise of her citizens entitle her to hold. The result of our labors will be felt, not only by ourselves, 
but also by posterity, not only by Baltimore, but also by Maryland and by the United States. We are about 
opening the channel through which the commerce of the mighty country beyond the Alleghany must seek the 
ocean-we are about affording facilities of intercourse between the East and the West, which will bind the one 
more closely to the other, beyond the power of an increased population or sectional differences to disunite. We 
are in fact commencing a new era in our history; for there are none present who even doubt the beneficial 
influence which the intended Road will have in promoting the Agriculture, Manufactures and Inland Commerce 
of our country. It is but a few years since the introduction of Steamboats effected powerful changes, and made 
those neighbors, who were before far distant from each other. Of a similar and equally important effect will be 
in the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. While the one will have stemmed the torrent of the Mississippi, the other 
will have surmounted and reduced the heights of the Alleghany: and those obstacles, before considered 
insuperable, will have ceased to be so, as the ingenuity and industry of man shall have been exerted to 
overcome them.  
 
Fully impressed with the magnitude of the undertaking committed to their charge, the Board of Directors have 
used every means to insure success. The best talent of the country is employed in their service: the General 
Government has lent its officers to assist in what is justly considered a work of National importance: much 
valuable information has been acquired, and with abundant resources at their command, the Board of' Directors 
find themselves within little inure than a year after the incorporation of the Company, fully prepared to 
commence the construction of the Great Road.  
 
It is not in mortals to command success; but if a determination to yield to no obstacle which human exertion can 
overcome an enthusiastic devotion to the cause; a firm belief that the completion of the magnificent work will 
confer the most important benefits upon our country; and a thorough conviction that it is practicable; if all 
these, urging to action, can ensure success-success shall be ours.  
 
This day fifty-two years since, two millions of people, (the population of the Provinces of Great Britain,) 
proclaimed themselves Independent States, and commenced the task of self-government. Our native city was 
then an inconsiderable village, with few and difficult means of' communication with the interior, and with a 
scanty and slowly increasing commerce. The inhabitants of these, States now number ten millions! and 
Baltimore has increased in her full proportion of population. Wide avenues now radiate in every direction 
through the surrounding country: she has risen to the rank of the third city of the Union, and there are but few 
sections of the world where her commercial enterprise has not made her known. Fifty-two years since, he, who 
is this day to lay the first stone of the Great Road, was one among a hand of fearless and noble spirits who 
resolved and declared that freedom which has been transmitted unimpaired to us.  
 
The existence which he contributed to give to the United States on the Fourth of July, 1776, on the Fourth of 
July, 1828, he perpetuates. Ninety-one summers have passed over him. Those who stood with him in the Hall of 








Independence, have left him solitary upon earth-'the father of his country.' In the full possession of his powers; 
with his feelings and affections still buoyant and warm, he now declares that the proudest act of his life and the 
most important in its consequences to his country, was the signature of Independence; the next the laying of 
the First Stone of the work which is to perpetuate the union of the American States; to make the East and West 
as one household in the facilities of intercourse, and the feelings of mutual affection. Long may he live, 
cherished and beloved by his country, a noble relic of the past, a bright example of the present time. 
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