CHAPTER 9

Martyrs and Demons

When Anders Breivik was on trial in 2012 for his horre

a youth camp sponsored by a political party pledged
ism in Norway, he was allowed at the end to give a

not deny that he was responsible for the act. Yet he
he was guilty of it. Instead, he said, this was ey
defence of my ethnic group, and I cannot acknowle
that he acted “on behalf of my people, my religios
He went on to say that his struggle was not over, an

Breivik sacrificed his own freedom to thl,st fca,__
the glorious struggle was far from over.
Timothy McVeigh said as much when he

had been saying all along._;
dramatic moment in the courts
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 occupied before, for two hundred years, and then liberated T}fs
» he added, “we have been occupied for only fifty years We' : is
»3 Rantisi said that the apotheosis might not come i.n his l?f‘:
but perhaps in his children’s lifetime. Eventually it would come
Rantisi implied, the point of every story is its ending. Insof'ar
1rio of cosmic war is a story, it carries a momentum toward
etion and contains the seeds of hope for its outcome. I use the
rather than fear, for no one wants to believe in a story that
roduce a happy ending. Those who accept that their life strug-
of a great struggle, a cosmic war, know that they are part
tale that will ultimately end triumphantly, though not neces-
¢ or quickly. The epic character of the story implies that the
ing may indeed be long delayed—perhaps until after one’s
- the lifetimes of one’s descendants. In the meantime, the
wolve sadness and travail. Christians recall that Jesus, for
umphed over death only after being subjected to the grue-
umiliating spectacle of public execution.

ning defeat and humiliation is the point of war. The story of
ins why one feels for a time beaten and disgraced—that is
for’s experience. In cases of cosmic war, however, the final
10t been fought. Only when it has can one expect triumph and
time, the warrior struggles on, often armed only with
onal tales of woe gain meaning, then, when linked to t.hes.e
Sagas of oppression and liberation it the spirits of indi-
their suffering explicable and noble. In some cases suf-
nobility of martyrdom. In such instances the images of
ailure—even death—into victory-
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wars were oyer and th:
larger frame of histor :
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SACRIFICIAL VICTIMS

In the Twitter feeds of young jihadj Supporters of
announced the death—the martyrdom as the twc:t IS ¥
Australian volunteer. Known only by his o de Puf
al-Australi, the young man had left his family and his
join the ISIS forces fighting in Syria.* A slickly prodye
portraying the dead man accompanied the tweet,
tion about the martyr and the circumstances of
of an ISIS unit that was trying to capture the Wadj
in northwest Syria when he was shot by a sniper. Tt
ment was one of dozens, perhaps hundreds poste
same way, usually with the same slick graphi
ing the martyred fighter in death, sometimes w
of battle on his face. The posters would be twee
with words of affection, affirmations that
highest ranks of heaven, and pleas to Alla
The slick online magazines produced
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ers—or rather ishtishhadi, “self-chosen .
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Though -the message was prolec.tec.l in cy'berspace by the global
ommunity that supports ISIS, it is replicated by other move-
ther formats. Hamas, for example, revered its suicide bomb-
- osters plastered on walls in Gaza and West Bank cities. In the
llah neighborhoods of Beirut, portraits of martyred fighters
in attacks on Israel and the United States were portrayed on
anging from street lamps. Martyrdom was also the image pro-
itecture of the shrine that for a time accompanied the
the archi
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""thet than the savage perpetrators of suicide attacks the west
e ved them t0 be. He recounted the injustices done a 2,
R s fo mily, and other Arabs over the years to demonstratgatllrl] 0
- victimage had preceded these violent attacks. It was at
milar to the one made by Osama bin Laden in his Februaan
America, in which he claimed that his acts wez
Give, since it Was America who declared war on Muslims by its
o sins” committed in the Middle East.” The incidents of ter-
dertaken by activists such as Rantisi, bin Laden, and their
65 Were thus justiﬁed by their followers as defensive acts of noble
{f they succeeded in their mission unscathed, they were heroes;

fied in the process, they were martyrs.
teresting one. It has a long history

ea of martyrdom is an in
rious religious traditions, including early Christianity. Christ

a5 4 MATtyr, as Was the founder of the Shi’i Muslim tradition,
¢ word martyr comes from a Greek term for “witness,” such
to one’s faith. In most cases martyrdom is regarded not only
nony to the degree of one’s commitment, but also as a per-
f a religious act, specifically an act of self-sacrifice.
ension of martyrdom links it to the activity that some schol-
as the most fundamental form of religiosity: sacrifice. It is a rite
tion that is found, remarkably, in virtually every religious tra-
orld. The term suggests that the very process of destroying

ce the word comes from the Latin, sacrificium, “to make
- makes sacrifice so riveting is not just that it involves killing,

ithat it is, in an ironic way, ennobling. The destruction is per-
;j"a religious context that transforms the killing into some-
Thus, like all religious images of sacrifice, martyrdom

ymbols of a violence conquered—or at Jeast put in its place—
provides.
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" gisinction between. the sacred and the profane. This fundZSCnbed
;;L%» omy gives rise to images of a great encounter between IcI:)ent?l
rder versus chaos, good versus evil, truth versus falseho:imc
orldly struggles mimic. It is the image of war that captures t}:
y, rather than sacrifice. 2
. cominar on the comparative study of the subject of disorder and
irard was challenged by a colleague who questioned Girard’s
ions about the anthropological origins of the image of sacrifice.
ested that perhaps Girard was wrong—that the primal hunt
‘first, and sacrifice was meant to imitate the hunt. “If I accepted
ry,” Girard replied, “I could no longer connect my theory of
th my theory of victimage.” His comment was followed by
My guess, however, is that it was nervous laughter, since the
ion of the scholar Eric Gans pointed to what most of his col-
the seminar must have known to be true, that the social activ-
anized conflict, whether against an animal in a hunt or against
ople in battle, is a primal form of human activity. Warfare
people into a “we” and a “they,” and it organizes social his-
storyline of persecution, conflict, and the hope of redemp-
tion, and conquest.” The enduring and seemingly ubiquitous
mic war from ancient times to the present continues to give
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JENTION OF ENEMIES

¢ has its heroes, but even more fundamentally, the struggle
a foe. As James Aho observed in his study of Idaho and Mon-
movements, the concept of enemy is “socially assembled.”*
ion of the scenarios of war has indicated that this is indeed
ally every instance of religious-related terrorism: enemies
vented if they do not already exist. If the point of scenarios
ar is to give those who believe in them a sense of empower-
hope, these feelings could not be generated without the role of
e. a negative reference to which one can position oneself and
e can hope to triumph. Put simply, one cannot have a war
emy.
ns that some enemies have to be manufactured. As Stanley
ted in his analysis of ethnic contflict, the “rites of violence”
iots in South Asia led inevitably to the “demonizing of vic-
eir expulsion or annihilation in the idiom of exorcism.”?
tion of an opponent is €asy enough when people feel
have suffered injuries at the hands of a dominant, unfor-
age power. But when this is not the case, the reasons for
are more tenuous and the attempts t0 make satanic beings

innocent foes more creative. '
tored the Twitter

rch students working with me moni ‘
di supporters of ISIS, they found that Americans,
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e who should be denied citizenship even th, {
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forms of attack, including dousin, ‘_

fire. In all of these cases, th

um Shinrikyo movement in Japan the
arkable. Its numbers included the
American governments, Freemasons, and Jews. Master
on of Freemasons seemed o Stem from the writings of E
g to create Armageddon b

tics who he claimed were tryin
think the reign of Christ will not come unless the final wai

Jews were included because of similar conspiratorial he
them to have designs on global economic and political
to these foes in Asahara’s diatribes was a vague, get
of inchoate force of evil, represented by the Japanese P
me%‘:’ and virtually anyone he thought might be 0P
Khali:t enemies of Sikhism, as described by the actiy
Kbaistan movement, Sant Jamail Singh Bhindeefiee
names. ey included both politicians and shado :
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a5 “the enemies of religion.” S
llen from the disciplined Sikh fold
" jern life, and “that lady born in
used to describe Inc.iira Gandhi. Bhindranwa]e’s epithet f

' Gandhi seems to have indicted both secylay and Hinlc)iu f!tl'o'r
the former because of party, the latter because of caste~alr)1(c)l l:;

he often regarded the two as twin evils. He wag reflecting an art

.
in India

These included heretics who
and sought the €asy comforts
a house of Brahmans”~the

held by many Sikhs—that what passed for secular politics
act a form of Hindu cultural domination,

nilar political twist characterized the satanization of Catholics by
Protestant leader Rev. Ian Paisley. In calling the pope a “black-
ed bachelor,” he was insulting the religion of the community that he
: Protestants feared could eventually overwhelm them by their
rs in Ulster and by their strength in the adjacent Republic of
ut Paisley was also attempting to turn an ordinary opponent—
fa rival religious group—into a caricature and thus dehuman-
im and the Catholics for whom he is an honored figure. On
ons he not only denied that Catholics were Christian but
that they were subhuman. In these ways Paisley was doing
monly done to enemies: deny them personhood.

cases, the enemy has been literally caricatured. Rev. Michael
d of publishing cartoons in his newsletter portraying abor-
octors and political leaders in the Clinton administration as
uffoons. He also distributed a joke book of the Polish-joke
the butt of the humor aimed at abortionists. It con-
uch as “How do you tell if an abortionist has class?” The
the words on his tatoo [sic] are spelled correctly.” Inad-
npounding the humor was the fact that the word tattoo
d, presumably by mistake. In another issue of his newslet-
ned that jokes that “mock evildoers” reinforced a “right
loathing, not a happy tolerance.”?

d that behind his humor was a serious attempt at deper-
quality that is found in virtually every group’s attitude

ly—the more so if it is a grand enemy, a satanic foe in

osmic war. Shortly after Benjamin Nathaniel Smi.th

8 spree, killing or wounding eleven members of racial

‘ destroying himself, the leader of the World Church of

,:*'M’hiCh the killer was affiliated, mourned the “loss of

v Smith. The eleven other killed or wounded did not

FWete “subhuman” or “mudpeople,” as Matthew Hale,

u
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because the radio personality was Jewish. Jews “had
said, explaining that “Blacks diluted the white ac
despised, but Jews are even worse because, accordi
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In light of these wretched characterizations:

how frequently Jews have been depersonalized S
turies, it is troubling to see someé Jewish a iv
sttitudes toward their own enemies; ‘the
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" il od in (;oldstein’s'sltqughter. “This proves
: a teenager, pointing at the bloody gray

¥
F “’ ¢
el” 52 passed around plastic cups filled with s

‘ ] t‘h‘:dmemor)’ of Dr. Goldstein. Wweet Kiddush i

™ blanket characteri'zatioqs of a people mak
izing an encmy easier. It is difficult to belitt]e
o e knows and for whom one has no perso
. are aware from centuries of experience at the receiving end
Hitism, it is mucl.1 easler to stereotype and categorize 5 whole
< collective enemies than to hate individuals, The Christian
activists still regard Jews this way, and as we have seen, some
¢+ extremists collectively brand Arabs in such a manner
( ;lcﬁvists, America and Americans are collective enemies, with
ars of how and why they threaten Muslim people and their
unspecified. And since September 11, some Americans
Muslims as enemies.
shenomenon of the faceless collective enemy explains in large
o many terrorist acts have targeted ordinary people—indi-
om most observers would regard as innocent victims. The
IS-related attacks in 2015 and 2016 in Paris, Brussels, Berlin,
ghdad, and Dacca were chilling for their assaults on every-
[n the Paris attacks on November 13, 2015, the victims were
people out for a night on the town, eating and drinking at
enjoying a rock concert in the Bataclan theater. At the Batac-
ed group that night was the American heavy metal band
f Death Metal, from Palm Desert, California. An hour into the
ee black-clad young men entered the hall, shouting “Allahu
d started to fire indiscriminately into the crowd. It was one
oordinated attacks that night, and by the time the killing was
yinnocent victims had fallen in the hail of bullets.
those who planned the bombings of buses of Jerusalem
regarded the schoolchildren in the vehicles who were on
class and the housewives on their way to the shopping mall
locent: they were representatives of a collectivity—Israeli
Was corporately the foe. An Israeli on the other side of the
firmed that he regarded innocent Arabs as enemies as well,
'€ 10 such things as civilians in “a cultural war.”*’ Echo-
0f, a leader in the Hamas movement told me, “No one
€ War between Arabs and Jews.”* He indicated that he
o elis as soldiers or as potential soldiers, including women
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