Would you swap your real life, marked as it is by frustrations and

disappointments, by partial successes and unfulfilled dreams, fora
life of experien;es that were desirable byt entirely artificial, being
occasioned by chemical or mechanical eans?

Suppose there existed a machine that could enable
of experience that you wished to have,
Brilliant neuropsychologists would be capable of stimulating your
brain in such a way that you would be able to believe and feel that
you are engaged in writing a great novel, making a good friend, read-
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ing an interesting book, or doing whatever else your heart desired. But,
in actual fact, you would be permanently in the machine, with elec-
trodes plugged into your skull. It is you who decides the program of
experiences that you wish to have for, say, two years. Subsequently you
would have a few hours out of the machine to choose the program for
the following two years. Of course, once in the machine, you would
not know that you were there; you would think that everything was

really happening.
Would you plug yourself in?

Do not worry about minor details, such as knowing who would run

the machines if everyone were plugged in!
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