CHAPTER 8

Cosmic War

“We are at war and I am a soldier,” said a young Bri
mad Sidique Khan, on a videotape made some hour
three other dedicated young activists detonated a se
in the London tube train and a double-decker bus or
his rambling statement, he admitted that the media
him as a monster, a terrorist out to harm innocent
himself differently, as a defender of his communi
battle that he felt had been going on for some t
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and government officials—a
slick online magazine. Dabiq the perp
Farook and his wife, Tashfeen Mali
not terrorists but soldiers j in 1
that was not initiated by I.
Dabig, the actions of the San
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V:fl);in Laden said as much in

e catastt‘OPhic attacks on the Wor|d Trade Cente
OF | months before the bombing of the American
'".n p Tanzania—bombings he was accyseq of maste
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WS The world is at war, he said in hjs 1998 fatwa, ma Ing and

was not he who started the war, byt Americans, through thei,
in the Middle East. These had c‘onstituted, in bin Laden’ words
ar declaration of war on G.od, His messenger ang Muslims, »3 Jus;
[ leaders of ISIS did, he m51§ted that his own acts of violence were
' ‘k responses t0 a great ongoing struggle. It was 5 Proclamation that
e ced in his public statements following the September IT, 2001,
s, The assaults themselves were described by the American media,
a criminal act by a small rogue band, but precisely as bin Laden
them to be perceived: as an act of war. In words that echoed bin
, American newspapers after September 11 proclaimed the world
twa, a war that President George W. Bush soon defined as 2 “war

agined wars of ISIS and Al-Qaeda are not the only ones rec-
2ed by religious activists around the world, nor were they the only
ploying terrorism as a tactic or targeting Europe and America,
ders Breivik, pictured in military costume, imagined himself to be the
er of a revived version of the Knights Templar, the soldiers of
dieval Christian Crusades; his act of terrorism in Norway was
ided as a response to the war that he imagined was being waged on
hern Europeans in order to impose a multicultural society, a war
Breivik feared that Christendom was losing. When Bo Gritz, the
der of the American Patriot movement, led a posse into the woods of
olina to hunt for the Atlanta Olympic Park bomber, Eric
udolph, he explained that Rudolph considered himself “a 391-
ar"—one whose enemy was the American government. Gritz
confident of that assessment, since many of his militia col-
iewed themselves in exactly the same way. The afron}’m
A, which stands for “racial holy war,” is in fact a greeting and
cry in the World Church of the Creator, the group a§50filated
amin Nathaniel Smith’s racially targeted killings in Illinois and

F i i of War,” Christian Identity leader Kerry NotlLle
his followers in the Arkansas compound of the Covenant, the
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Light (God), t:x: Zf darkness

fyan r ace,

is 0 pattle being fought this day begye 18

BEEE | nown as Jews) and the children of
0" . Jsracl of the Bible.””
i Christial? Rec?qstruction preacher Rey,
. yiolent abortion Clmlc.protests as part of a “c
® United States that includes, among other
' and little government, high and low taxat
. :‘ atrols abortion rights and no abortion rig
- sdomy rights.”"" In Northern Ireland Rev. Tan pajg|
b spoken in military terms about faith and poli:'y, i
E e named the Battle Standard."" A follower of P;C'si e
od of terrorist acts assented to the notion that his a; it e
' Jics were part of a “religious war.”"2 PRzl
<h activists such as Meir Ettinger and his grandfather. Rabp;
Jane, have also been convinced that their violent acts }:’v l?bbl
-d as weapons in a divine warfare sanctioned by GOZ (gn
Goldstein’s massacre at the shrine of the Tomb of the Patriz;rchr'
n was described as a military act. “All Jews,” one of his su S
told me—implying that it was common knowledge—are “zt
‘the Arabs.”"
»dd echo of this Jewish activist’s statement, Hamas supporters
m th t they too are “at war”—with Israel.™ It is this great conflict
has created the need for Hamas, Sheikh Ahmed Yassin told me."
 Abouhalima warned me that Americans are unaware that
war going on.”'6 Shortly before the first attack on the World
er, when Abouhalima was driving a taxicab in New York
Cjournalist recalls riding with the Muslim activist and being

¢ America would lose the war against Islam without even
the moment of defeat had arrived."”
employed for cen-

on and political

‘\_‘

e

'*,
\

Michae| Bray descrit,

L.llture war” being wl :
.1ssues, conflicts bet\:ried
10n, 8un contro] ap( ;“
hts, rights to sodomy ang

at it was in it, or when
slim concept of struggle—jihad—has been
lamic theories of both personal salvati

“Life is faith and struggle,” said Iran’s Ayatollah Kho-
ting that the notion of fighting is basic to human existence
with religious commitment.’* As noted earlier, Abd al-

1d others have exploited the idea of jihad to call for phys-
ideologies, and

‘necessary, in the struggle against all ideas,

tutions that they regard as alien to Islam. But the cc.mcejpt
a carte blanche for violence. The use of the idea. to justify
attacks—such as acts of terrorism has been highly con-

hin Muslim theological circles. An American scholar 0
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The very existence of th.e opponent 187
P s either cr.us.hed or contame.d, one’s c’n :nd until the
o What s strllfm_g about a martial attityde is the Certaf Cannot e
" and the willingness to defend it, or imEsosede onnt;rt }?: Ofie’s
4 Is, to

1S a threqt

S
Nl

¢ .ce rtitude on the part of one side ma
ose sympathies lie with it and dange
| ‘” way it is not rational. Or-le of the first rules of conflict resg]

. willingness to accept the notion that there are flaws on one’ss:v:lr;

i Bab M :
" ell as on the opponent’s side. T.hls is the sensible stand jf one’s
k. get along with others and avoid violence.22

e what if that is not one’s goal? A bellicose stance
_dicts the purpose of compromise and understanding, and adopt-
- inflexible position of militancy early in a dispute calls into ques-
e motive for doing so. A warring attitude implies that its holder
oneer thinks compromise is possible or—just as likely—did not
- an accommodating solution to the conflict in the first place. In
one’s goal is not harmony but the empowerment that comes with
';%riolence, it is in one’s interest to be in a state of war. In such cases,
bis ot only the context for violence but also the excuse for it. War
a reason to be violent. This is true even if the worldly issues at
tin the dispute do not seem to warrant such a ferocious position.

- ‘may explain why acts of terrorism seem so puzzling to people
ide the movements that perpetrate them and entirely understanda-

o those within them. Quite a few Europeans have been concerned
it the rising tide of non-European immigrants to their countries;
in Scandinavia, where the citizenry has often been welcoming to
gees, there has been a mounting right-wing backlash against new-
ers, especially those from the Middle East. The new immigrants do
share language, religion, or culture with Caucasian Christian Euro-
05, and for that reason they are sometimes disliked, even feared. But -
fropeans would consider them satanic and evil, or think of killing
oliticians who welcomed the newcomers as part of their vision
Multicultural society.

'.hOWevcr, was the position of Anders Breivik. When he posted
&to online on the same day that he went on a murderous ram-
' 2 youth camp outside Oslo that was .hosted by : liberal
. 2, his view of the world was fully on display. And it was e
‘.)':l YIeW, even to those who had little use for immigrants, for it
i e Society at war between the forces of Christendom and the

Y be regarded as

noble
rous by those whe do noty

fundamentally
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imposed its control gradually and subtiy: £ g
unaware of the enemy’s pOWer and are ul}C?n ;
From Bray’s point of view the world is alre
regarded as similar to World War II. “The issu
told me, adding that “the issues that would justi
same.” Bray was impressed by the enormot
dled many Christians as they recalled the g
power and their indifference and inactivity ¢
The Nuremberg trials brought to public ay
transpired and implicated otherwise sensiti
BllCltY with the Nazis. Now, Bray reﬂected,' C
Vr‘;ould that we had moved earlier” to ¢ o1
yc:indgared with the killing involﬁeﬂ
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| ghat overt rebellign or revolution against th
with an economic collapse or social chaos SS f:-])o'wer
make people aware of the situation, “to uMiciently caty.
al to take up arms.”?* In the meantimeglvil people the
» and what most Americans call terrori;n\:, at he called
Jinders of the silent war that is going on and per’h :an provide
|| for Americans to join the rebellion. Ps serve as
e .15 and Michael Bray’s visions of a world caught ;
de  and almost eschatological confrontation between tﬁetfm an
and evil arrayed on the battlefield of politics is not idiorces
.ls,remarkably similar to the view promoted by the ISI ;sayn(;
ideologues; militant Sikhs and Hindus in India, the Aunm
in Japan, Rabbi Kahane’s Kach party in Israel, Ashin
 militant Buddhists in Myanmar, and other groups as;ociated
acts of terrorisn?. Theirs have been acts of desperation in
what they perceive as a desperate situation: a world gone
_What is strikingly similar about the cultures of which
art is their view of the contemporary world at war.
~ for instance, the members of Aum Shinrikyo posited that
on the brink of a conflagration similar to World War II.
Japanese remember most about that war were the atomic
estroyed Hiroshima and Nagasaki. It is this reign of terror
g, the spiritual master of Aum Shinrikyo prophesied, in
Jon, a war that will be even more catastrophic than World
eapons used in World War III,” Asahara told his follow-
 the atomic and hydrogen bombs look like toys.”? Its
vould be “to completely annihilate the cities, produce a
hy, and then establish a worldwide, unified political
r as its followers knew, the creation of nerve gas in Aum

ies was solely for the purpose of developing preven-
those in the movement against

I nd the evil forces began to

weapons against the populace. Only the most loyal were
eve these prophecies without any evidence that World
beginning. The release of nerve gas in the Tokyo
dramatic proof of the prophecies—at Jeast to Asa-
nd to them only until it became clear that Asahara
ed in the attack.
scenario of cosmic war
‘According to Identity tea
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ching, contemporary
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oth
g ;:::mmcnt has al_ready initiated a Progrr;:'?(:"_cd the idea thy
'ife of every {A‘m‘?ncan‘ ‘l\.ccordi"!;')', through t:;m -plct.dy SOt
i ¢ and survivalist techniques, the militia has pre'nmg In guer.
it maintains ar plaqs by the federal administragzred itself ¢
B g utilizing cast-off Soviet military equipment or hOr: to deploy
inese tro0PS, backed by Latino and black inner-cj e;of com-
B to crush any opposition. ¥ American
'Christian Ic!entit?’-}-llnﬂl%l;ncel(-i nov.el The Turner Diaries imagines
P o that begins Witna eral-dominated Congress enacting a |
" hing private ownership of firearms. To enforce the act, le iga U
R el federal agents stalk the countryside, SCiZiné Vge:ni of
B they fnd them. Seeing this as a move toward federal dict:ton:
:ﬁ,‘grouP of white Christian patriots form an underground cell to
" They adopt guerrilla tactics, creating a homemade bomb from
um nitrate and fuel oil, which they load on a delivery truck
~d outside FBI headquarters in Washington DC. According to the
' he subsequent explosion Kills seven hundred people. The Wash-
s supposedly receives a telephone call with the message
erica shall live.” It is a scenario that was played out in chill-
in real life by Timothy McVeigh and his colleagues in demol-
Oklahoma City federal building.
s struggles in other parts of the world—even those that seem
nal, in that they relate to contentions over the control of land
oth sides have legitimate claims—nonetheless have employed
arfare on a grand scale. Ezri Tubi, a leader in the Israeli set-
svement, told me that the settlers’ claims to the West Bank
fan ancient struggle.?’ This was the same sentiment expressed
on, a young Jewish activist in the Beit Hadassah settlement
Bank city of Hebron, who told me that the war with the
jent back “to biblical times,” explaining that the present-day
ly the modern descendants of the enemies of Israel
he Bible for whom God has unleashed wars of revenge.”
hought that the warfare could end, but only when Arabs
nd Israel is, in his view, complete. Rabbi Yisrael Rosen,
Orthodox Jewish Tzomet Institute in Israel, claimed that

the Jews, such as Palestinians, are embodiment of the

escribed in the Hebrew Bible as battlefield enemies

literated.* Sarah Nachshon, another member of the
ce of the present

sah, also understood the violen

y McVeigh has been linked, has

R |
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Ji coming after a battle at Dabiq woy| i
4 put the name of the magazine was ch
7 om for Rome, a city that also had pro
te panners will come from the east and they will kil ;,
,f . have been killed before,” one of the prophetic y
ys This prophecy regarded the main enemje
;WCSt, and Jews, b.Oth of whom are to pe
17 e righteous Mushms would ul.tlmately survive victor;
ic encounter, it would not be without significant casual
ons. Some of the prophFCleS proclaimed that jt would be
-?‘:isl'amic state be established in the region of Al-Shap, in
‘ gmundwork for the golden rule. The ISIS narratiye about hjs-
4erefore, was one in which the present age was characterized by
- vsmic battle that would usher in the appearance of the Mahdi.
o details about this cosmic war—the battlefield between Damas-
d Baghdad, the black flags, the Islamic State, the importance of
wnof Dabiq in the final battle, and the absence of empathy for the
were enacted in ISIS’s practices and customs.
 notion of apocalyptic struggle is ultimately not one of polit-
snomic issues but between transcendent and worldly goals, a
between religion and antireligion. Insofar as this grand polarity
etaphysical duality between the spiritual and material
eologically out of line with traditional Islamic teachings,
or a strict monotheism that encompasses everything ulti-
hin the sphere of God. In Iran, the Ayatollah Khomeini’s one-
ate Abolhassan Banisadr wrote at some length about the
ggle, explaining how, although the monotheism of Islam
for a division between the world and the spirit—for it
gnize that duality—it does allow for a struggle against
 Thus it is possible, Banisadr argued, for grand conflict to
in the theological borders of Islam. It is precisely this
against the duality of the secular notion of separation
te that the revolutionary movement in Iran targeted,
d Al-Qaeda have opposed as well.
m of cosmic war makes compromise unlikely, and those
egotiated settlement are as excoriated as the enemy. In
'some of the harshest words are reserved for those
uld run away from battle. Jewish activists have been
f the liberals in their own camp. “There is no .sgch
” the Israeli activist Yoel Lerner told me, explaining

d stil] be fulﬁ“
anged to Ryy,
Phetic Significa

ed in the
’yah, the
Nce,

4 Manner

ritings pro-
s as Romans, People

utterly annihilated.
ously in
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a b,’blical requirement for Jews t 3
thlalta(':c'rc lsis s W y he dC.SPl'.Sed the peace acgoprz:'eﬂ. ;~'_‘
i ders 4sonous for signing them.”” Later op t}’,a"d .
leaderS°” | versation with Lerner, I met with | € sam g
heard Dr. pdul Aziz Ri;mtisi say essentially tal:n“ i i

Arab Muslims to occupy what he $a '
homelands Pae* ke yerxg Rantisi expresse d: eGar g
lar leadcrs/in his case, Yasit afat—for having entenger owg
s and futile ath toward an accommodation de red ingy
. . on both sides preferred war emed ¢ ¢
the reasons a State of war is preferable t:;ver 3
. .ation tO acts of violence. Violence, in Peace jg gp..
Both ISIS theoreticians and Cl’lristt-mn’ ol
theologians have argued that public executions a ian Recong
rime of warfare, implying that religious figures ra:, appropy;
can mete 0ut punitive judgments. In a il V;in : er th
rian Identity claim that in a time of war the end; .°u°_W
thereby rationalizing their attempts to confound the Justify
of secular society. When asked if he would consider tEvery
contaminate the water supply of a major American € use
the Christian extremist movement, the Phineas Priesthqty’
one is at war, oné has to consider such things, unf ood,
Michael Bray made an ethical distinction betv,v‘ ortuna
peaceful society and what is morally justified in eel what j
he latter includes transgressing prope ed 1n a situatio
der. In an interesting way. Bray’s ar, s l‘lghts and laws
sin of Mohandas G dh" y’s argument is similar to-
o andni, Nathuram Godse, who i
quently justified what he called his “m e, who in b
killing the mahatma.* . m(‘)ral.”; though
The idea of Warfarc 4 ; : ?. -
implies more than an attitude; ul
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thees d palestineé: Li

worldview and an assertion
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of the youns ¥ i frf)m around the wor|
iy their involvement in the army of the 1
; b meaningful moments in their lives, T
%‘ i cosmic War gave th?m a sense of clarity aboy the

A role in it. A sn.m.lar excitement was also experienced W}:)rld
;-zl o] ewish, Christian, :;lnd other movements, y those
erhat WaS thc(l:T}IIO_St S A s of my life,” explained
-~ putler, @ ristian activist, describing his first reaction to th
. [dentity theory of cosmic war. “The lights started turnin e
¥ bang.”* Butler went on to say that the knowledge that 8 on,
. on for over six thousand years between the sons of Cw?r
sons Of God” was a cathartic experience for him, “opening ::1";
were, where we came from, and why we were there.” He added
epiphany Was “the greatest thrill” he ever had, and from this
¢ on he knew “what my mission was.”

, this is it,” Denver Parmenter exclaimed in similar terms as he
ow he discovered Christian Identity teachings. He claimed that
of ancient and continuing warfare led to a sudden stroke of
that provided him “the reason things are going wrong.”*
1d scenario gave him a view of the world that he could partici-

us helping him not only to understand his destiny but to
Like the rituals provided by religious traditions, warfare is a
ry drama that exemplifies—and thus explains—the most
d aspects of life. It has great appeal, then, for people such as

and the ISIS volunteers who feel not only confused about
ing on in their lives but also buffeted by unseen forces. Par-
able to directly participate in this struggle by taking part in
a Jewish radio talk show host whom Parmenter and his
[leagues thought was an agent of Satan.

f warfare has long had an eerie and intimate relationship
History is studded with overtly religious conflicts such as
, the Muslim conquests, and the Wars of Religion that
he politics of France in the sixteenth century. Although
Ily been characterized as wars in the name of religion
s conducted in a religious way, historian Natalie Zemon
covered what she calls “rites of violence” in her study of
sixteenth-century France. These constituted “a reper-
derived from the Bible, from the liturgy, from the action

d Who haye jpineg
he ISIS image of ap

1
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Tambiah showed how the sam. « 4
e religious riots of South A:i
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. o According to Tambiah, these horrifyino
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