'.‘.vgtories of piety and n.layl?em have anything in common? Th;
I | question, and considering the frequency of acts of rel.i & is
- ;. around the globe, either answer is significant. If the ansv%erlzz
 cases aY suggest a.worldw1de l.oosening of social contro] that
B0 icable acts of violence possible. If it is yes, and if Wwe can
- incing explanations for these patterns, we may shed some light
wslence and religion have reemerged so dramatically at thig
- pistory, and why they have been found so frequently in com-
- The question, then, is whether there are common themes i
+ < of Anders Breivik, Michael Bray, Timothy McVeigh, Ian
ir Ettinger, Yoel Lerner, Baruch Goldstein, Abu Bakr al-
(Osama bin Laden, Mahmud Abouhalima, Abdul Aziz Ran-
Kodnani, Simranjit Singh Mann, Ashin Wirathu, Takeshi
,and many other religious activists around the world.
begin to look for answers, the very nature of their violence
our first clue. In many cases the incidents of violence'in
hey have been implicated have beeniacts not only of destruction
0.0f bloodshed executed in a deliberately intense and vivid way.
ifthese acts were designed to maximize the savage nature of
ied and meant purposely to elicit anger.
Scatastrophic attack on the Paris nightclub and cafés; the bomb-
510 and the massacre of a Norwegian youth camp; setting fire

finian houses, burning children alive; attacks on American
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008 {hen put O display for Catholics and Protestants ;.
_terrorist actions have involved less direct mcl:tlex o,
as car bombs and suicide attacks—many were carr'oiils <
er as to be both vivid and horrifying. Targets weri:e f(t) -
use they were familiar and secure—shopping malls n(i)g}:n
nters of mass transit. The timing of the events often ;nsuretci
mum number of people would be gathered at the target
he truck rampage on a Christmas market in Berlin in December.
R ha ki led a dozen innocent shoppers is a horrifying example. Ir;
of bombing attacks, the explosive devices used were often
ounding people rather than damaging buildings. Nails were
. in the bombs of Hamas suicide bombers, for instance, to
eir maiming capability. The Aum Shinrikyo scientists consid-

ng a floral scent t0 the deadly sarin gas they were to unleash to

o more people to inhale it.”
2 bomb planted in a busy commercial area of Beirut by ISIS

s exploded and rescue workers and concerned neighbors
into the scene t0 help save the victims, another bomb went off,
kill and maim the rescuers as well. It was a tactic often
in car bombs in Baghdad and Kabul. In the town of Omagh
mn Ireland, authorities were warned of a bombing in advance,
vere told that the attack was to take place in a different area
re the bombs were in fact planted. As a result, unsuspecting
ere herded into an area directly adjacent to the bombsite, and
 number were killed and wounded than would have been if they
ed where they were. Although spokespersons for the “Real
took responsibility for the bombing, claimed that they had
50 many civilians to be killed, authorities were not so sure.
with the assessment of the secretary of Northern Ireland,
IRA’s statement was a “pathetic attempt t0 apologize for
asymurder,”¢ They remained convinced that the object ‘?f
ation was to kill as many of the townspeople as posst-
in a deliberately horrific manner.
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the perpetrators expected, as I noted earlier; the enti;
would have collapsed, taking at least two hundred ¢
than the three thousand who perished when the towe
lapsed in 2001. Prior to the September 11 attacks,theti“
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the explosion of an Air India jumbo jet off the coast ¢
23, 1985. It is only by sheer good fortune that even m
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a strategic plap, This

e lenienti a politi

sficove t violence by a group for political ends, 9
ehnition 1 indeed ap PROPLIAT:S for an act of violence can fulfill pol;
_jsand have 8 direct impact on public policy. I polit-
o - attacks by ISIS in 2015, for instance, Bayliayeal
for SPCCiﬁC purposes, such as bolstering the morale of b
' e and around the world - morale of ISIS sup-
in Europ . . They might also have been
goad France and the United States into conducting a ground
Syria and Iraq—the kind of batcle that ISIS thoughe i could win
he air assaults for which they had little defense. And indeed. th ;
¢ the Paris attacks French President Francois Hollande ;ro-
that “France is a-t war” with ISIS, but he stopped short of a
tment tO sending in troops to fight against them."” Despite a
for the United States to become more involved following the
cident, U.S. President Barack Obama also renewed his pledge of
horizing “boots on the ground” in the region.

¢ efforts by perpetrators of terrorist acts to influence public pol-
have been more effective. The Israeli elections following the
tion of Yitzhak Rabin may be a case in point. Immediately
\bin’s death, his successor, Shimon Peres, held a 20 percent lead
olls over his rival, Benjamin Netanyahu, showing that the efforts
ewish terrorist, the assassin Yigal Amir, had the countereffect of
e Israeli populace more sympathetic to the pacifist position.
2d soon vanished following a different terrorist assault carried
Muslim activists, a series of Hamas suicide attacks on Jerusalem
hortly before the election that was held to determine Rabin’s
ssor. Netanyahu narrowly edged out Peres in the May elections.
,.bservers concluded that Netanyahu—no friend of Islamic radi-
the terrorists of Hamas to thank for his victory:

the Hamas operative who planned the attacks was later caught
soned, he was asked whether he had intended to affec.t the
f the elections. “No,” he responded, explaining that .the inter-
ars of Israelis did not matter much to him. This operative was a
ow-level figure, however, and one might conjecture that his supe-
4da more specific goal in mind. But when I put the same question
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s OF ST ificance. As such, the b +0 mpress for
. ymbolic fa e I : d :l Y can be analyzed as ope would
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JO agine 2 lmF with “strategic on the one side and “symbolic”
o er, with various acts of terrorism located in between. The hos.
{ ing in the Japanese eml?assy by the Typac Amaruin Peru—clearly
.n to leverage power in order to win the release of members of
-~ held prisoner by the. Pe.ruv1an government—might be
Y Joser to the political, strategic side. The Ahmedabad massacre
Tokyo nerve gas assault might be closer to the symbolic, religious
ch was the product of logical thought, and each had an interna]
e, In cases such as the Hindu massacre of Muslims in Ahmedabad
e more symbolic than strategic the logic was focused, not on an
political acquisition, but at a larger, less tangible goal.

ry adjectives used to describe acts of religious terrorism—syz-
amatic, theatrical—suggest that we look at them not as tactics
erformance violence. The spectacular assaults of September EL
ere not only tragic acts of violence; they were also mesmerizing
In speaking of terrorism as “performance,” however, I am not
g that such acts are undertaken lightly or capriciously. Rather,
sious ritual or street theater, they are dramas designed to have
on the several audiences that they affect. Those who witness
ce—even at a distance, via the news media—are therefore a
of what occurs. Moreover, like other forms of public ritual, the
bolic significance of such events is multifaceted; they mean different
different observers.

uggests that it is possible to analyze comparatively the per-
qf acts of religious terrorism. There is already a growing lit-
'studies based on the notion that civic acts and cultural per-
are closely related.!* The public protests against Muslims by
2 onks in Myanmar, and the controversial parades undertaken
g by the Protestant Orangemen in Catholic neighborhoods of
‘ “ Ireland, for instance, have been described not only as cultural
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put their mark on a visibly American symp,| Iting theg,
s same can be said about the bombing of tho.
.| Building in Oklahoma City by Timoth ;d Alfl"ed P. Murrahy
" [n this case the number killed was muZh cVeigh and Terry
d Trade Center bombing, and an enormgfeater than in the
npathy for the victims overshadowed any C::CS outpouring of
the building. Yet there were several Similar':m about dam-
‘McVeigh and Nichols used a mixture of anlu;e 2 b.etwee_“ the
d diesel fuel not unlike that used in the 199 Oélvlur;) P
. and they mimicked the World Trade CentZr bgr cli)Trade
a Ryder rental truck. Like Mahmud Abouhalima an’; h:frs by
ese self-designated soldiers were fighting a quasi-relisi?l-
- the American government, and they chose a bui]dinggth::
| what they regarded as an oppressive government force.
downtown area of Oklahoma City, the Murrah building was
edifice. It served as the regional headquarters for a variety
Jinked with the federal government. The overwhelming
these offices were related to the beneficent side of govern-
such as welfare and social security. But the building also
egional offices of the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
ATF), from which agents were sent to Waco, Texas, to
laws in a confrontation that led to the standoff at the
an headquarters. For this reason the Oklahoma City
TF, along with the regional offices of the FBI (whose
ere also in Oklahoma City, but some fifty blocks away
rrah building), had been the frequent target of verbal abuse
abers of right-wing militias. The sidewalk in front of
i building had been the site of antigovernment demonstra-
ds of the political spectrum: antiwar protestors from
ms supporters from the right.
choose a single building that symbolized the presence of
ral governmental power in this region of mid-America,

g in Oklahoma City would be it. When the dust set-
tating roar of the enormous explosion on Wednesday
1995, the entire front of the building had been
 and injuring more than five hundred. Among
ere scores of children in the building’s day-care
7, ﬁﬁmefin]uﬂeds and none were kl"cd.
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