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1. Discuss the issues to consider in sele

cting a research design.
2. Describe how a historical research design is conducted.,
3. Explain how a descriptive

research design is conducted.
4. Compare and contrast cross-sectional and longitudinal

research designs.
5. Discuss the various types of longitudinal research design, including
trend, cohort, and panel.

6. Describe how a case study research design is conducted.

7. Describe correlational and causal-comparative studies.
8. Discuss evaluation research.

Research Designs |
o complete any type of research successfully, it is i.mpor‘ta.nt tlo esta‘bhshﬂa
casib]e plan or blueprint, known as a research design. 'ths p acril v;:/r}iﬁ;a;myi
“Sponds to the common five Ws (who, what, where, when, an y
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Issues to Consider in selecting a2 Researc

Purpose of research .
Tgentify the purpose of the research proJ€
of what will be studied. . .
I . . knowledge of the
PnOR;\T/?:\?vasricr:ﬂar or relevant research. This review promoteS g
literature.
Theoretical orientation ) s based.
Describe the theoretical framework on which the research is
Concept definition : . .
List the various concepts that have been developed and clarify their meanings.
Research hypotheses

Develop the various hypotheses that will be evaluated in the research.
Unit of analysis

Describe the particular objects, individuals, or entities that are being studied as
elements of the population.

Data collection techniques

Determine how the data are to be collected, who will collect it, who will be
studied, and how will it be done?

Sampling procedures

Specify sample type, sample size, and procedures to be used.
Instruments used

ct which should be clearly indicative

to be used.
Analytic techniques

Determine how the data will be

processed and examined. : _—
cal procedures will be used? What specific statisti
Time frame

Describe the nature of the measurement instrument or data collection device

Ethical issues
Address 3
Also deg}]l @?:ﬁi?; ;gtteon’ibe] ]ggtential harm that might occur to participants.
the sty dy 1al D1ases or conflicts of interest that could affect
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Historical Research Design
The historical design is the study of actions, events, and phenomena that have

slready occurred (Berg, 2008; Creswell, 2008; Givens, 2008). This design allows

the researcher to systematically and objectively reconstruct the past through
verification, and synthesis of existing documenting

the collection, evaluation,
f :n to test a hypothesis. It can assist in determinin why or how an
tio yp g why or how
event occurred and whether such an event could happen again. A historical
research design is also a means by which researchers may compare and contrast
events or phenomenon that have occurred. - | -
There are many sources of existing information, including text- based
information, visual and auditory . nformation, and secondary data. Text-base
Porse ds, or even private

. | ‘ , .
existing information may include news reports, pgbhc records, ot en privae
. ‘ t-based information as the basis 0

and visual record-

diaies, Often one thinks of tex O Al as audio
research designs; however pierute OrAmapsaarscher may use crime rate maps to
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4 committing homicides than life imprisonment. To study this }_/pothegls a b
torical research design is appropriate and, for example, could include 4 Stu’&' |
of homicide rates in the United States between 1950 and 1997. Althoug}, - 0
studying the numbers might provide an interesting conclusion, the true h Iy
research design study requires inclusion of possible influencing factors .
as U.S. Supreme Court decisions, sentencing patterns, social episodes (. <
war), and population growth. A successful historical study considers 3]] re| =
information to provide proper conclusions.

The historical design is an economically efficient means for
fes§arch. Cor‘lsidering the vast array of records available related
justice, there is no shortage of possible research topics. A shortco
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Studies
relationship between variables at one point in t;
etal. (2009) examined whether suicide ide;F In time. For example, Violanti
attempts We.re more likely to occur among poll?n’ Pflannmg suicide, and suicide

o suicides. For th?ir study they did a Crogse—;)e?tc’efs kiecause .of their expo-
ly selected police officers from a mid—sizedlg?{;‘a itud{ mvdolvmg 115
fficers. One dra\.zvback to the cross-sectional stud pgelsc,e epartment
or even 1mposs1ble) to determine time order of tge mé%;;étz;tt latnlz

ables, which is an issue addressed in longitudinal research design
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Perhaps a police agency is interes
rookie police class from graduation throu
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Trend research design examines changes in a general population over time, |
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Cohort Research Design
Cohort resear ign i
chd '
esign involves studies that focus on the chang
! €S occurring i,
a ' »
ge groupings. This research de;gi o
gn

sbeci )
I‘Spjigjﬁj s?lbp(;ﬁulanons over time, such as
y tlexible and co
uld l?e used to examine social political
> Or ec Ic
r example, a cohort , i

a st?te facility during 2010
n a famous criminological study.

examin '
ed delinquency among a cohort

Wolfgang, Figl;
. ga Fl l .
of juveniles, S etnd Sellin (1972

lor t i I
S opped fOl‘ thlS COhOI‘t he ﬁnd
. 1ngs

from thj
: 1 study sign;j
- Y significantly i
Justice. In addition prim;’rlmcli) acted future research
Y data, many cohory studa-md Practice in juvenil
1€S use se
condary data
)

m )
aking it cogr effectiy.



" HE REAL WORLD

FRDM Tﬂd wood (1994) were interes "

ate’ &7 nd unarmed assaults qued i the rejar, \\
a1t Wi

Police (Jfﬁ(m;mx)\:“p betwenn cognpiny, |

o (ly hhh\rp T '."r\Q\, ;

g 1iTie o a5, i

auit \1

; gsaﬂct;%qcefs for all 50 states. The
gata_"ﬂ o unarmed assaults on pghcfmpa”?d these g,
| apﬂ.h 1991.They then compared the raet DfﬁCers wim(na LA With the canctinng |
dunﬂg ~oniess assault on police office €5 1n states thatea(h TesprcYive uma 2
for Ve 1 aggr THiS strategy resulted in E}to their neighbohlad felony sanctions |
| grod ¢, Analysis of results in these © longitudina 5 s o
of Sti;eeéis that more sanctions wouﬂ? Pings did not :;\:S;s e groug |
0 lice officers. eCrease the incidenacesus port for e
Of weaponless "‘
6 ) 4
\
i

. racteristic such a
ifying cha <. and SZ) forth s an age cohort. By using the .
gmlflp}; nges and h, researchers are able to mor o it
a n : e ——
the extent © = o%the o the events that influenced thempgmse\y e
33 & = « L1OTWER
rition becau;. : < e;ts of deaths, movements from the a\:]e? er’fdue\ .
inue as su ]1€C B BT 11otd‘er factors that cause the sample to \Osé f; uS:\: to
. em
ogistically difficult to continue over an extended period of ti(:x?

¢ studies arc
National Cri ictimizati :
For examples the rime Victimization Survey interviews a member of

, selected household every six months.

earch Design

cch design allows for the intensive study of a given issue,
al context at one point in time even though
(Adler & Clark, 2007). It also may

ps. The case study research design
d relationships or

case Study Res
The case study research d
policy, Of community 10 1tS soCl
that period may spant months or even years
be used to study specific individuals or grou
includes close scrutiny of the background, current status, an

FROMTHE REAL WORLD

The National Loﬁgitudmal Surv 97 (NLSYg7) 15 2 P

e 12 10 16 year

tive sample of yo 1y and the youth's parent
to be curveyed on an

- anationally representa
first NLSY97 surve
" gin ;o13.The study 15 focused

| December 31,1996 The
took place in 1997 and the panel ™ o ‘
- annual basis, with the most recent survey occu b derab\e number of criminal

Wen’fry into the workplace put contains 2
ice variables.

e




2 100 Chapter 7 Research Designs

. sign often fo
hreractions of the topic under study. Case study r?sc'arch desig ses
. mnter. . it olicing.
. : such as community p .
ecific phenomenon, such as . observe
’ . i?saie gtudI?es may be longitudinal in that they son‘ﬁletlmeje heery ? Cage
e or cases over a certain length of time. These observations a y hinkeg

al independent variables that may be associatey
with changes in the dependent variables. There are th.reezlz)agéc.f??;urzz ]t'o thi
F design (Dunn, 2009; Hagan, 2006; Maxﬁeld & Babbie, q d)‘ / Ccli flta.tl\'(:
or quantitative descriptions of a variable over the extende hperlq b(; time,
(2) a context wherein the researcher can observ.e changes in the varia s, an(
(3) the potential for developing measurement instruments and the testing (¢
their reliability over time. '

Case study research designs are not limited as to what can be studied ang
are particularly useful in exploratory research. However, they can be costly ang
time prohibitive and may not provide an explanation for the results. If one wan
to know why something is or has occurred and possible correlating factors,

then a correlational design may be more appropriate.

with the observing of potenti

Determining Correlations and Causations

Research often has the goal of determining that there is a causal relationship,

between two variables (causal-comparative research) or at the very least ap,
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Causal-—Compamtive Research
Why do men rape? Why do teenagers turn t
1 ki 0 > o

pecome serial killers? To answer these types of quegsi'ngs' Why do individuals
(or €X Polit facft o) design 1s useful. This design aﬂowéot%s’ a causal—comparative

ionships Ir B} e research :
rizéﬁztiog of ;lné a cause-and-effect perspective, which is don:rti?rgiakr?lf
Oh e for pl _tﬁl“mg outcome or consequence and searching back tk%roxtl ;
the data Pdausfl e causa! factors. The criteria to determine causality 1s oﬁin
not met outside O the experimental research designs. Of the previously discussed

caugal criteria, being able to account for the impact of an external variable is
particularly problematic. Thus, causal-comparative research is less ¢

than correlational research.
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FROM THE REAL WORLD ationship between drug addiction and criming
» f the relations ) it ot
Srevens s (’999f)nsct:rgrgted women who were in a p‘nsonvd.TU'Q Tfihabc‘;g;:raegso;dpr@
adw}/a?f;gvfev{/ed.as a causal-comparative design. This Sh; 4 \a/let s v the

r?n; :!?:t dru‘g addiction gave rise to criminality among f‘emv'a %S' din wass:cl‘:n]ts
| b:t'r?e data did not support this belief. One implication of this dn : Qm < at
| grug addiction in itself is not necessarily a causal factor for producing crimes of
violence, especially among females.

Evaluation Research

To this point, almost all the research designs discussed are used after an event,
situation, or other unexplained phenomenon occurs and one wants to under.
stand it better. These designs are quite useful to academic researchers as we||
as practitioners. A practitioner may want to know how something will work
or what might occur when something not previously done is attempted. Evaly,.
ation research is particularly important if managers or administrators want o
make sweeping policy implications. To gain support for these types of changes,

the managers or administrators would have to demonstrate tha
would have the desired impact.

Evaluation research can assist in the development of new skills or
approaches. It also aids in the solving of problems with direct implications
for the “real world.” This t

. ype of research typically has a quasi-exper;
research design. For example, a police agency is q perimenta]

t the changes
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summary
Sele;;ffna 1":2::3 l:r:l'rll dOCIeatfmg the research question are just the beginni f
Cor:aarch dge o Alt.h - ne }? the most important steps is choosing an ailgrnc:nrgia(;e
fe;i s alsoga.me ugf one of. the most popular designs is survey resgarch
v ans of collecting data in the other designs, other possibk’:

methods include:
Descriptive—describing the fact
tion, issue, policy, or any given a

s and characteristics of a given popula-
rea of interest in a systematic and accu-

rate manner.
Historical—studying actions, events, and phenomena that have already
occurred to systematically and objectively reconstruct the past to test a

hypothesis.

Cross-sectional—studying the issue of phenomenon at one point in time.

Longitudinal——-investigating patterns and sequences of growth or change
trend, cohort, and panel studies.

f time, including
nsive

ly the background, current status, and en-
fa given social unit

as a function o
,such as individual, group,

Case study—studying inte
vironmental interactions O

institution, or community. -
ompromises exist 1 the 1n-
nd proceed within these

nderstand what ¢
he needs of the research

The researcher must clearly u .
t:ema[ and external validity of his or her design 2
limitations. The chosen design should best meet !t

goals.




