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Speech of the [PCC Chairman,

Rajendra K. pachauri, at the Opepmg
session of the World Economic
Forum, Davos, Switzerland

Rajendra K. Pachauri

Distinguished Ladies & Gentlemen! ' ' '
It is a unique privilege for me to speak before thlS august gathering at [a] time when
the world needs to identify and address some formidable new challengeS that face us,
The year 2007 saw an unprecedented increase in awareness related to global
and climate change. This explosion of knowledge and awareness resulted from a
number of factors, not the least of which is the release of the Fourth Assessment Report
of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). The Norwegian Nobej
Committee highlighted the threat of climate change to global peace by awarding the
2007 Nobel Peace Prize to the Panel and Mr. Al Gore. But today we also know on the
basis of our reports that climate change, if unmitigated, can have serious implications
for the economic well-being of human society. It would be convenient to submerge this
reality under the financial problems the world is facing this week, but we would indeeg
be doing so at the peril of ignoring the world’s most pressing problem:s.
The IPCC carries out comprehensive assessments of all aspects of climate ch
on an inclusive, transparent and objective basis. It accomplishes this by harnessing the
best talent from round the globe, following a process of rigorous peer reviews and
final acceptance of all reports by governments through a process of consensus.
Why has the latest report made such an impact on the minds of the public and of
leaders drawn from different fields of endeavour and different regions of the world?
The answer lies in the fact that knowledge and the science related to climate change

have progressed substantially in the last six years since the Third Assessment Report
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Such a strategy must be based on stringent mitigation of emissions of GHGs,
through policy measures that lead to development and dissemination of low carbon
technologies across the board, paramount among which would be an appropriate
price on carbon. The benefits from this go beyond the field of climate change, with
substantial benefits in the form of higher levels of energy security, lower pollution &
the local level and attendant health benefits. At the same time, the global community
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ing to the impacts of climate change in some of the poorest and most vulnerable

records
events totaled $1-

Far more impor
: jvity are
economic activity o B

e. In Africa,

nities across the glob e to climate change by 2020. In the
be expos€ ) .
in some countries y1¢

(S

C.(n-nmunities. Business and industry will, therefore, need to work with governmef_ltsa

C‘Vﬂ_ society and knowledge organizations at an unprecedented level in creatng

ac 2 55 R
tions and opportunities for themselves and society as a whole. Economic activines

will ¢ : '
onsequently move rapidly towards a low carbon future. Those companies &




Part x1 Quiestions
that establish a lead in thg

: §) ftie’ :
4 ng o e and a societal context. Thoge that lag |, ould megy
pus i arketplace and loss of prest; & behing

ndeavoy,

. pofi"l:s " d ro nations and governmemsgrh;i :szsfaﬁon' The
US$7’S 5: apg influence for nations that stand Uunmoved bd > dramatic loss of "Va:ﬁ.m be
Rapy,. ¢ s in emissions of GHGs with Y the grow; Politica]
. al «dee a sense of yy global ¢
to risk {f action tO tackle the threat of climate Jiatgeenn gency. OnSensus for
TEIated ¢ where we are heading, as provided by the fin din""'ge-; soon, drive,
Ireq, ' " for optimism that other serious ch 8 of the IPCC, ther
1 geasont . s challenges facing the ¢ Would be
8loby) gmilar responses based on rational assessments of bl world may alsg eyg
irﬂlnu_ solutions- In meeting the threat of climate change we wou;:;s :}.:]d knowledge dr;
ted ¢ precgdent that would provide the lead in meeting other glob;l c;:;lfore, be creating 5
" Yeay, rominently on the horizon. enges that appear
509, ) P
€Xxac.
ed to | Part XI Questions
Cases
ases ; {. What makes a social problem global? Discuss features of the contemporary
i wortld that make it increasingly likely that problems will be considered global
the | rather than national, regional, or local in character.
nge ,  Given that global civil society organizations lack formal authority and usually
\ate have little money or other resources, why do states and intergovernmental orga-
Hon ] nizations (IGOs) pay any attention to them? What is it about international non-
has . governmental organizations (INGOs) and similar bodies that makes them
For influential with respect to global issues? ‘
o ; Are global environmental organizations necessary? How do you think transna-
; & © &9 i t being constantly scrutinized
€3S ] ional orations would behave if they were no g :
tionat COTp : d the World Wildlife Fund? Is there
of b s like EarthAction, Greenpeace, an e :
. y grOup i d hfmt th.e enmonmcntal damage
e reason to believe that corporations would try to?
2 they do if there were no environmental Il\fG‘:C).S-u Jly spectacular” 2 ctions 1O get
vis .
le 4. Wapner says that e depends on the K)bal agenda. Do such actions
2 attention and put environmental problems on g both promote € vironmen-
have any drawbacks? Think about how they may
: nvironmentalist cause. cain forests
¥ iy ar.ld hu-r el in Sarawak was not able to protect thd:aw from this
n 5. The antilogging campaign =07 Why? What lessons canyou have
. there, according to Keck and Slkkmk: Y be effective? What else could h?
: case about how environmental action can o chis effort? .
1 been done that might have led to more succei; ¢ eventually made big dams 55
. 6. Outline the process described by Khagram tioilal " etwork jmportant
important global issue. Why was the Iﬂtel.'nta;1 O orld Bark? What effects s
this process? Why did the movement target " he World C0 mmission 07
movement had, and how was the creation O e »
important for global governance with r.esy:)ect t? tl:le oz.o ne depletion jssue, W
7. In Chasek, Downie, and Brown’s description O tes initially oppose -

m{’aaors made this a global concern? Why did some St




Global Environmentalism
542

he use of chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) and other ozone-depleﬁng
r;) re@ll;é; It—ISW and why did the position of some states change over time» How
cnemicais:

successful has the effort to reduce ozone dePletl
8. In their discussion of the Forest Stewardship C
and Bostrém say that environmentalists were crit

on been?
ouncil (FSC), Tamm Hallstrém
ical of the Internationa] Tropical

Timber Organization as a solution to the deforestation problem, Why? In what

ways does the FSC offer a more satisfactory approach to forest issues, according

to environmental INGOs? Given the Structure and capabilities of the FSC, is it
likely to have beneficial effects? Explain both its strengths and its weaknesses.

#- Whatare the major findings of the Intergovernmental Pane] on Climate Change,

4 presented by IPCC Chajr Rajendra Pachayri

well-being does he discuss? What measures sho
threats? Would these measu

What threats to human life and
uld be taken to deal with these

res be Prohibitively €xpensive, in his account?




