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stry has established the world-market, for which
¢ America paved the way. This market has given an
opment to commerce, to navigation, to communi-
his development has, in its time, reacted on the
ustry; and in proportion as industry, commerce,
i ' Lilways extended, in the same proportion the bour-

7. creased its capital, and pushed into the back-

o5 handed dowh from the Middle Ages.

th‘eféfore, how the modern bourgeoisie is itself the

long course of development, of a series of revolutions

f production and of exchange.

- the developmentof the bolirgeoisiewas accompanied

'nglgﬁg political advance of that class. An oppressed class

ajz of the feudal nobility, an armed and self-governing
the. mediaeval commune; here independent urban
in Jtaly and Germany), there a taxable “third estate” of
chy (as in France), afterwards, in the period of manufac-
serving either the semi-feudal or the absolute monar-
nterpoise against the nobility, and, in fact, comer-stone
monarchies in general, the bourgeoisie has at last, since
shment of Modemn Industry and of the world-market, con-
itself, in the modem representative State, exclusive politi-
The executive of the modern State is but a committee for
the common affairs of the whole bourgeoisie.

ourgeoisie, historically, has played a most revolutionary

ourgeoisie, wherever it has got the upper hand, has put
all feudal, patriarchal, idyllic relations. It has pitilessly
der the motley feudal ties that bound man 1o his “nat-
ors,” and has left remaining no other nexus between
1d man than naked self-interest, than callous “cash pay-
t has drowned the most heavenly ecstasies of religious
of chivalrous enthusiasm, of philistine sentimentalism,
¢y water of egotistical calculation. It has resolved personal

into, exchange value. In one word, exploitation, veiled by /
: .and political illusions, naked, shameless, direct, brutal

ation.

The executive of the modern State is but
a committee for managing the common
‘affairs of the whole bourgeoisie. § ) |

—Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels
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The bourgeoisie has stripped of its halo every occupation hith-
erto honored and looked up to with reverent awe. It has converted
the physician, the lawyer, the priest, the poet, the man of science,
into its paid wage laborers, ‘

The bourgeoisie has torn away from the family its sentimental
veil, and has reduced the family relation to a mere money relation.

The bourgeoisie has disclosed how it came to pass that the
brutal display of vigour in the Middle Ages, which Reactionists so
much admire, found its fitting complement in the most slothful
indolence. It has been the first to show what man's activity can
bring about. It has accomplished wonders far surpassing Egyptian
pyramids, Roman aqueducts, and Gothic cathedrals; it has con-
ducted expeditions that put in the shade all former Exoduses of
nations and crusades,

The bourgeoisie cannot exist without constantly revolution-
izing the instruments of production, and thereby the relations of
production, and with them the whole relations of society. Conser-
vation of the old modes of production in unaltered form, was, on
the contrary, the first condition of existence for all earlier indus-
trial classes. Constant revolutionizing of production, uninterrupted
disturbance of all social conditions, everlasting uncertainty and
agitation distinguish the bourgeois epoch from all earlier ones, All
fixed, fast-frozen relations, with their train of ancient and vener-
able prejudices and opinions, are swept away, all new-formed ones
become antiquated before they can ossify. All that is solid melts
into air, all that is holy is profaned, and man is at last compelled to
face with sober senses, his real conditions of life, and his relations
with his kind. .

The need of a constantly expanding market for its products
chases the bourgeoisie over the whole surface of the globe. It
must nestle everywhere, settle everywhere, establish connections
everywhere.

The bourgeoisie has through its exploitation of the world-
market given a cosmopolitan character to production and COnSUnp-
tion in every country. All old-established national industries have
been destroyed or are daily being destroyed. In place of the old wants,
satisfied by the productions of the country, we find new wants, requir-
ing for their satisfaction the products of distant lands and climes.

The bourgeoisie, by the rapid improvement of all instruments
of production, by the immensely facilitated means of communi-
cation, draws all, even the most barbarian, nations into civiliza-
tion. It compels all nations, on pain of extinction, to adopt the
bourgeois mode of production; it compels them to introduce what
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ation into their midst, that is, to become bourgeois

1 hith, iliz k ) .
Werteq ves..In one word, it creates a world after its own image.
dEHCe i

‘AII that is solid melts into air, all

¥ that is holy is profaned, and man is

" at last compelied to face with sober
. senses, his real conditions of life,
and his relations with his kind. g ’

—XKar] Marx and Friedrich Engels

ce then: the means of production and of exchange, on
sundation the bourgeoisie built itself up, were generated in
ociety. At a certain stage in the development of these means
ons of oL uction and of exchange, the conditions under which feudal
" produced and exchanged, the feudal organization of agri-
and manufacturing industry, in one word, the feudal rela-
f property became no longer compatible with the already
oped productive forces; they became so many fetters. They
_ be burst asunder; they were burst asunder.

1es. All e imilar movement is going on before our own eyes. Modern
' geois society with its relations of production, of exchange and

vener-
d ones operty, a society that has conjured up such gigantic means of
melts action and of exchange, is like the sorcerer, who is no longer

le to.control the powers of the nether world whom he has called
y his spells. 1t is enough to mention the commercial crises that
_éir periodical return put on its trial, each time more threaten-
the existence of the entire bourgeois society.

1led to
lations

oducts
sbe. It

:ctions rgeois Saciety and Barbarism. Society suddenly finds itself

back into a state of momentary barbarism. The productive
s at the disposal of society no longer tend to further the devel-
ent of the conditions of bourgeois property; on the contiary,
have become too powerful for these conditions, by which they
ettered, and so soon as they overcome these fetters, they bring
ider into the whole of bourgeois society, endanger the existence
_ CUIgeois property, - .

ments S The weapons with which the bourgeoisie felled feudalism to
muni- R ground are now turned against the bourgeoisie itself.

woild-
sump-
s have
wants,
requir-

> what S EI_d those weapons—the modern working class—the proletarians.
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Workers Qutnumber the Bourgeois. In proportion as the bour-
geoisie, i.e., capital, is developed, in the same proportion is the pro-
letariat, the modem working class, developed—a class of laborers,
who live only so long as they find work, and who find work only so
long as their labor increases capital. These laborers, who must sell
themselves piece-meal, are a commaodity, like every other article of
commerce, and are consequently exposed to all the vicissitudes of
competition, to all the fluctuations of the market,

Owing to the extensive use of machinery and to division of
labor, the work of the proletarians has lost all individual charac-
ter, and consequently, all charm for the workman. He becomes an
appendage of the machine, and it is only the most simple, most
monotonous, and most easily acquired knack, that is required of
him. Hence, the cost of production of a workman is restricted,
almost entirely, to the means of subsistence that he requires for his
maintenance. But the price of a commedity, and therefore also of
labor, is equal to its cost of production. In proportion therefore, as
the repulsiveness of the work increases, the wage decreases.

Modemn industry has converted the little wotkshop of the
patriarchal master into the great factory of the industrial capital-
ist. Masses of laborers, crowded into the factory, ate organized like
soldiers. Not only are they slaves of the bourgeois class, and of the
bourgeois State; they are daily and hourly enslaved by the machine,
by the over-looker, and, above all, by the individuat bourgeois
manufacturer himself. The more openly this despotism proclaims
gain to be its end and aim, the more petty, the more hateful and the
more embittering it is.

The proletariat goes through various stages of development.
With its birth begins its struggle with the bourgeoisie. At first the
contest is carried on by individual laborers, then by the workpeople
of a factory, then by the operatives of one trade, in one locality,
against the individual bourgeois who directly exploits them. They |
direct their attacks not against the bourgeois conditions of produc-
tion, but against the instruments of production themselves; they
destroy imported wares that compete with their labor, they smash
to pieces machinery, they set factories ablaze, they seek to restore by
force the vanished status of the workman of the Middle Ages.

At this stage, therefore, the proletarians do not fight their ene- -
mies, but the enemies of their enemies, the remnants of absolute
monarchy, the landowners, the non-industrial bourgeois, the petty
bourgeoisie. Thus the whole historical movement is concentrated
in the hands of the bourgeoisie; every victory so obtained is a vic-
tory for the bourgeoisie. '
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Lt with the development of industry the proletariat not only
<es in number; it becomes concentrated in greater masses, its
gﬂ’l grows, and it feels that strength more. The growing com-
ion among the bourgeois, and the resulting commercial crises,
+ the wages of the workers ever more fluctuating, The unceasing
_vement of machinery, ever more rapidly developing, makes
livelihood more and more precarious; the collisions between
dividual workmen and individual bourgeois take more and more
aracter of collisions between two classes. Thereupon the work-
egin to form combinations, trade unions, against the bourgeois.
he bourgeoisie finds itself involved in a constant battle, At first
the aristocracy; later on, with those portions of the bourgeoisie
lf,.;whose interests have become antagonistic to the progress of
ustry; at all times, with the bourgeoisie of foreign countries. In
ese battles it sees itself compelled to appeal to the proletariat,
sk.for its help, and thus, to drag it into the political arena. The
tirgeoisie itself, therefore, supplies the proletariat with its own
riments of political and general education, in other words, it
hishes the proletariat with weapons for fighting the bourgeoisie.
- Of all the classes that stand face to face with the bourgeoisie
: y, the proletariat alone is a really revolutionary class. The other
lasses decay and finally disappear in the face of Modern Industry;
e proletariat is its special and essential product. The lower middie
lass, the small manufacturer, the shopkeeper, the artisan, the peas-
t, all these fight against the bourgeoisie, to save from extinction
¢ir existence as fractions of the middle class. They are therefore
t revolutionary, but conservative. Nay more, they are reactionary,
or they try to roli back the wheel of history. If by chance they are
evolutionary, they are so only in view of their impending transfer
nto the proletariat, they thus defend not their present, but their
ﬁlture interests, they desert their own standpoint to place them-

The proletarian is without property; his relation to his wife and
children has no longer anything in common with the bourgeois
amily-relations; modem industrial labor, modemn subjection to
capital has stripped him of every trace of national character. Law,
morality, religion, are to him so many bourgeois prejudices, behind
which lurk in ambush just as many bourgeois interests.

All previous historical movements were movements of minori-
ties, or in the interests of minorities. The proletarian movement is
the self-conscious, independent movement of the immense major-
ty, in the interests of the immense majority. The proletariat, the
owest stratum of our present society, cannot stir, cannot raise itself
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] up, without the whole superincumbent strata of official society
being sprung into the air.

Hitherto, every form of society has been based, as we have
already seen, on the antagonism of oppressing and oppressed
i , classes. But in order to oppress a class, certain conditions must be
J ‘ assured to it under which it can, at least, continue its slavish exis-
tence. The serf, in the period of serfdom, raised himself to member-
f ship in the commune, just as the petty bourgeois, under the yoke of
: . feudal absolutism, managed to develop into a bourgeois. The mod-
! ern laborer, on the contrary, instead of tising with the progress of
| industry, sinks deeper and deeper below the conditions of existence
f of his own class. He becomes a pauper, and pauperism develops
| more rapidly than population and wealth, And here it becomes evi-
| dent, that the bourgeoisie is unfit any longer to be the ruling class
in society, and to impose its conditions of existence upon society
as an over-riding law. It is unfit to rule because it js incompetent
to assure an existence to its slave within his slavery, because it can-
not help letting him sink into such a state, that it has to feed him,
instead of being fed by him. Society can no longer live under this
bourgeoisie, in other words, its existence is 1o longer compatible
with society.

The essential condition for the existence, and for the sway of
the bourgeois class, is the formation and augmentation of capital;
the condition for capital is wage-labor. Wage-labor rests exclusively
on competition between the laborers,

The development of Modermn Industry, therefore, cuts from
under its feet the very foundation on which the bourgeoisie pro-
duces and appropriates products. What the bourgeoisie, therefore,
produces, above all, is its own grave-diggers.

The bourgeois sees in his wife a mere instrument of production,
He hears that the instruments of production are to be exploited in
commeon, and, naturally, can come to no other conclusion than that
the lot of being common to all will likewise fall to the women. He
il has not even a suspicion that the real point is to do away with the
status of women as mere instruments of production. The workers
have no country. We cannot take from them what they have not got.

it | Historical Necessities, Moral Impilications, When the ancient
world was in its last throes, the ancient religions were overcome by
Christianity. When Christian ideas succumbed in the 18th century
to rationalist ideas, feudal society fought its death battle with the
then tevolutionary bourgeoisie, The ideas of religious liberty and
freedom of conscience merely gave expression to the sway of free
competition within the domain of knowledge. The history of all
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ety has consisted in the development of class antagonisms,
sms that assumed different forms at different epochs.
'{\}hatever form they may have taken, one fact is commeon
st ages, the exploitation of one part of society by the other,
_Communists everywhere support every revolutionary
ent against the existing social and political order of things.
these movernents they bring to the front, as the leading ques-
- each, the property question, no matter 'what its degree of
ypment at the time. Finally, they labor everywhere for the
' ind agreement of the democratic parties of all countries.
the ruling classes tremble at a communist revolution. Work-
ve nothing to lose but their chains. They have a world to win.
ORKFRS OF ALL COUNTRIES, UN ITE!

BEAUVOIR, Introduction to an Ethics of Ambiguity Human existence is
am'b'igﬁ:ity, an inescapable feeling that we are here alone and there is no
guide other than ourselves. In this short 1946 essay that preceded her
ame Gtle, Simone de Beauvoir (1908-1986) analyzes the struggle for
that everyone faces, the temptation to pretend to be determined by rules
act have imagined. She expands on Sartre’s characterization of human
eless passions.” We are no things, we are free—within brutal material
east of which is the fact that we all will die. It is within those limits that

ions are made. And the decisions are ouis, no one else’s,

roduction to an Ethics of Ambiguity
Simone de Beauvoir

dited by Margaret A. Simons
ranslation by Marybeth Timmerman

om the moment he is borny, from the instant he is conceived, a
man begins to die; the very movement of life is a steady progres-
n toward the decomposition of the tomb. This ambivalence is at
the heart of every individualized organism, but the animal and the

lant do nothing but submit to it; man knows it. For him, this life
that makes itself by unmaking itself is not just a natural process; it
tself thinks itself, A new paradox is thereby introduced into man'’s
destiny, As a "rational animal” and a “thinking reed,” he frees him-
elf from his immediate condition yet without destroying it. He is
part of the world of which he is consciousness. He affirms him-
self as pure interiority against which no exterior power could take



120 CHAPTER 5 Continental Perspectives

hold, and he also submits himself as a thing crushed by the obscure
weight of other things, At each instant he can grasp the timeless
truth of his existence, but between the past that is no longer and
the future that is not yet, this instant when he exists is nothing. He
alone holds this privilege of being a sovereign and unique subject
in the middle of a universe of objects, yet he shares it with al] those
like him. In his turn an object for the others, he is nothing more
than an individual in the collectivity on which he depends,

As long as there have been men who live, they have all experi-
enced this tragic ambiguity of their condition, but as long as there
have been philosophers who think, most of them have tried to mask
it. They have striven to reduce mind to matter, or to absorb mat-
ter into mind, or meige them together within a unique substance.
Those who accepted the dualism established a hierarchy between
the body and the soul that allowed the part of oneself that could not
be saved to be considered as negligible. They denied death either by
integrating it with life or by promising man immortality, or they
dented life, considering it as a series of ilusions under which hides
the truth of Nirvana. And the ethics that they proposed to their dis-
ciples always pursued the same goal; it was a matter of eliminating
ambiguity by making oneself pure interiority or pure exteriority,
by evading the world of the senses oI by being engulfed in jt, by
attaining eternity or by enclosing oneself in the pure instant, Hegel,
with more ingenuity, claimed to reject none of the aspects of man’s
condition and to reconcile them all. According to his system, the
instant is conserved in the development of time, Nature is affirmed
in the face of the Spirit that denies it by positing it, the individual
finds himself in the collectivity within which he loses himself, and
every man's death is realized by being canceled out in the Life of
Humanity. One can thus Tepose in a marvelous optimism where
even bloody wars simply express the fertile restlessness of the Spirit.

To this day there exist many doctrines that choose to leave cer-
tain aspects of an overly complex situation in the shadows. How-
ever, in spite of these rational metaphysics and consoling ethics,
men of today seem to feel the paradox of their condition more
acutely than ever, They recognize themselves as the supreme end

“to which all actions must be subordinated. But the requirements of
action drive them to treat each other ag instruments or obstacles: as
means. The more their hold on the world increases, the more they
find themselves crushed by uncontrollable forces; they are masters
of the atomic bomb, yetitis created only to destroy them, Each one
of them has the incomparable taste of his own life in his mouth,
and yet each one feels more insignificant than an insect in the midst
of the immense collectivity whose limits merge with those of the
earth. Perhaps in no other age have they manifested their greatness




