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ereign states was such that one after another all the emerging national churches
¢l under the control of caesaro-papist rulers and the Roman papacy itself
became just another, rather marginal and insecure, sovereign territorial state. It
isprecisely at the point when the Papal States were incorporated into the Kingdom

of Italy and the papacy was finally forced to renounce its claims to territorial sov-
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i e papacy of John
The definitive assumption b_y the Church dugl;lgtsmhalz I;Ite};ed jradicja(]i(m gf
ine of universal human rig Y the
Khe: st en dOCtI.'IIl lations and the role of the Church,
traditional dynamic of Church-state rela 3 i f e
both nationally and transnationally. It has opened € CTV‘;; 4 ghment
in the relations between religious and worldly regimes. The C(')rn-ers-tone of the
process is the Vatican II Declaration on Religiou.s Freedom, Dignitatis Hu.mamu_
Significantly, the most eloquent voices in the cruc1-al deb.ate at the floor du‘rmg the
Council came from opposite blocs: from the American bzshop_s, who unanimously
defended religious freedom not only on grounds of practical expediency byt
also on theological grounds provided to them by their peritus, the great American
theologian John Courtney Murray, and from Cardinal Karol Wojtyla from
Krakéw, who had learned from the experience of trying to defend the freedom
of the Church under communism that the best line of defense, both theoreticaj}y
and practically, was the defense of the inalienable right of the human person
to freedom of conscience. Theologically, this entailed the transference of the prin-
ciple of libertas ecclesiae that the Church had guarded so zealously through the
ages to the individual human person - to libertas personae.
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the Franco regime, the national security doctrines of bureaucratic-authoritarian
regimes throughout Latin America, the corrupt oligarchi

¢ dictatorship of a cold war
caudillo like Ferdinand Marcos, and the official lies of peo

ple’s democracies in Poland
and elsewhere. Those who took the voice of the pope most seriously — priests and

nuns, pastoral agents, and engaged laity - were at the forefront of a new worldwide
democratic revolution. ' _
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The Second Vatican Council had to I?e cth i “]i’as already well under way in Cathoc
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Western Europe. Once convened', hovvle‘ve;',c;J ajiz i
derlha:::; eﬁ,fr ﬁtt;lzl;i}ia;zg’;;ﬁﬁ:gevg global system was Ve recc?gnized by the

Soviets when Nikita Khrushchev welcomed John XXIII's mediation during the Cuban
missile crisis and solicited that this mediation for the cause of ‘p.eace and the sacred
values of human life should not be limited to moments of crisis. When the SI.lper-
powers and the entire world saw themselves at the brink of nuclear war, a higher
principle of mediation had to be found. Once it could no longer be taken for granted,
the survival of the species had to become a conscious and concerted effort of all of
humanity. The security of humanity and of the planet had to have precedence over
national and state security. Thereafter, the Vatican’s Ostpolitik and the United States
policy of détente took parallel tracks. Yet the Vatican was careful to cultivate an
image of mediation above the superpowers. Indeed, it claims to represent the inter-
ests of the international system as a whole. Since Benedict XV’s enthusiastic support
for the League of Nations, the popes have been consistent advocates of worldwide
international bodies, from the World Court to the United Nations, which would limit

absolutist state sovereignty, arbitrate international disputes, and represent the inter-
ests of the entire family of nations.
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bas f : can staff, it would seem that the papa
r as found a fitting role that meets the expectations of a much wider audi : phcY
: g ence than
[, the Catbohc faithful. The pope has learned to play, perhaps more effectively than any
; competitor, the role of first citizenof a catholic, that is, 2 global and universal, human
society. It just happens that this role is often in tension with his other official role as
; infallible head and supreme guardian of the particular doctrines, laws, rituals, and
Catholica, and Apostolica Roman Church. [...]
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reinforced the dynamics of the gf 01‘1‘:: Sz;:tion with their shared strategy of mobiliz,
manl? gedégirijtcioargstgi Sfindoand promote the interests of the _Cathc.)]'ic Church
i?loxl:rfrz)at was perceived as a hostile modern secular environmeflt- 'Ijhls pc‘)htlca.l mob-
lization of Catholicism had been oriented toward the state, its aim being either to
resist disestablishment or to counteract state-oriented secu-larlSt movements and
parties. The final Catholic recognition of the principle of religious ﬁ-eec‘lom, together
with the Church’s change of attitude toward the modern secular environment, has
led to a fundamental transformation of the national Catholic churches. They have
ceased being or aspiring to become state compulsory institutions and have become
free religious institutions of civil society. In the process, Catholic churches throughout
the world have dissociated themselves from and entered into conflict with authori-
tarian regimes that were predominant in many Catholic countries. This voluntary
“disestablishment” of Catholicism has permitted the Church to play a key role in
recent transitions to democracy throughout the Catholic world.
Tl_w tradftional position and attitude of the Catholic Church toward modern
political regimes had been that of neutrality toward a]] “forms” of government. So
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