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days. Globally, the faith of the future must be Islam. ty is in its dying
Over the past century, however, the center of gravity in the Christian world has

shifted inexorably southward, to Africa, Asia, and Latin America. Already today, the

largest Christian communities on the planet are to be found in Africa and Latin
we should think

America. If we want to visualize 2 “typical” contemporary Christian,
of a woman living in a village in Nigeria orina Brazilian favela. As Kenyan scholar John

Mbiti has observed, “the centers of the church’s universality [are]no Jonger in Geneva,
Rome, Athens, Paris, London, New York, but Kinshasa, Buenos Aires, Addis Ababa
and Manila.” Whatever Europeans Of North Americans may believe, C@sﬁamw is
doing very well indeed in the g]obal South —not just surviving but expanding.
Original publication details: Philip Jenkins, The Next Christendom: The gogi;nfo
Oxford: Oxford University Press: 2002. pp- 1 7-8,10-12, L v

of Global Christianity.
duced with permission

er and JOh“ Boli.

Frank]. L€
y iley & Sons, Ltd.




activist, and even revolyg

the fastest-growing c
. Many of ; Oup.
e ce in cOming yc?l;an or else have very sizable C
will contint€ o minantly Chane: resent share of the Populatig,, &
This trend il githefpfcfio aintain their Il:jo ia, Brazil and the Philippine
e i e e if ChristanS U™t o and BOMOPIS, O ristians from thog,
: 1t Vi a, i
moﬂ:zsﬁke Nigeria and Kilgrer i hundr.EdgweU the Christian share of Worlg
countri soon going be versions in the traditionally Christian Stateg
there arealone Moreover cz: ally low birth ra_te_s or stagnant. In 1950, a lis of the
jons : o hi linin '
;:;&aﬁon. Meanwhile, histo ns are dec c%u ded Britain, France, Spain, ang

an se pOP‘-‘latio have in o
f Europe mean that the es would DaVe - 4in a corresponding list for 2050
world's leadin d be represente ntury, but ‘
world’s leading b uld be boom in the NeW Century, but the y,
Italy, but none of the oy a world“”de pean, nor ELII'O-AInerican

ani ite nor Euro - ) .
Christianity S?O‘ﬂd will be neicher.wme n edia, some 2 billion Christiang are
majority of believers A World Christian Encyclop
cted Wo

ingle bloc, some 5
; espe total. The largest singl e 60
Accordmd g t:;:s:ronpe _third of the planetary Latin America, though, is already close
alive today,

s d in Europe. L2 illion Asian
million people, is still to be fOU_'na has 360 million, and 31? mJlllIf S profesg
behind with 480 million. AfﬂC_ bout 260 million believers. If we extrapola
Christianity. North America claims a no great gains or losses through conversion

g f whom 633 million would live i

025,
these figures to the year 2 illion Christians, O _
then there would be around 2.6 billion d 460 million in Asia. Europe, with 555 mj.

; illion in Latin America, an . ; :
Africa, 640 Hnnlo:}]i n :d to third place. Aftica and Latin America would be in compe.
lion, would hz.ivc pp Christian continent. About this date, too, another significan;
tition for the title of most continents will together account i

) that these two R )
IT;I]; i;lmghs:sotllﬂa:;:;: ‘iﬁﬁf By 2050, only about one-fifth of the world's 3 billion
. :

Christians will be non-Hispanic Whites. Soon, the phrase “a Mﬁte Christ.iarf” rmay
sound like a curious oxymoron, as mildly surprising as “a Swedish Buddhist.” Such

le can exist, but a slight eccentricity is implie o
PC;I;;S global perspective should make us think carefully before asserting “what

Christians believe” or “how the church is changing.” All too often, statements about
what “modern Christians accept” or what “Catholics today believe” refer only to
what that ever-shrinking remnant of Western Christians and Catholics believe. Such
assertions are outrageous today, and as time goes by they will become ever further
removed from reality. The era of Western Christianity has passed within our life-
times, and the day of Southern Christianity is dawning. The fact of change itself is
undeniable: it has happened, and will continue to happen. So little did we notice this
momentous change that it was barely mentioned in all the media hoopla surrounding

the end of the second millennium. [...]
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. The Rise of Christendom
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Ultimately, Christendom coll‘ap e led to live in this new age of o
secular nationalism. Later Christian scholars struggle o geo POst-
Christendom,” when one could no longer assume any connectlog etween religion
and political order. By the start of the 21st century, however, the whole concept of the
nation-state was itself under challenge. Partly, the changcj:s r-eﬂected nc'zw techng].
ogies. According to a report by the US intelligence commumFy, in the coming decades
“governments will have less and less control over flows of information, technology,

diseases, migrants, arms, and financial transactions, whether legal or illegal, across
their borders. ... The very concept of ‘belonging’ to a particular state will probably
erode.” To use Benedict Anderson’s famous phrase, nation-states are imagined com-
munities of relatively recent date, rather than eternal or inevitable realities. In recent
years, many of these communities have begun to reimagine themselves Substantially,
even to unimagine themselves out of existence. In Europe, loyalties to the nation as
such are being replaced by newer forms of adherence, whether to larger entities
(Europe itself) or to smaller (regions or ethnic groups). It remains to be seen whether
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tlz:hei much y1r1rxon=: akin to modern Western tastes, a kind of acadermc' gadfly, rathe,
than the ferocious “Doomsday Jesus” of the Synoptlf! Gospels. From this Perspective,
Jesus’ authentic views are reflected in mystical texts like the Gospel of Thc:oﬂ«.as,.por rad.
ical Bible critics like the Jesus Seminar, Thomas has a much better claim to be includeq
in a revised New Testament than the book of Revelation, which is seen as a pernicigyg
distortion of Christian truth.

For the average Western audience, New Testament passages about standing firm
in the face of pagan persecution have little immediate relevance, about as much per-
haps as farmyard images of threshing or vine-grafting. Some fundamentalists jmg.
gine that the persecutions described might have some future reali

ty, perhaps during
the End Times. But for millions of Southern Christians, there is n

o such need to dig
for arcane meanings. Millions of Christians around the world do in fact live in constant

danger of persecution or forced conversion, from either governments or local vig;-

lantes. For modern Christians in Nigeria, Egypt, the Sudan, or Indonesia, it is quite
conceivable that they might someday find themselves before a tribunal that would
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The repulsive spirits of violence, racial hatred, mutilation, and exploitation roam i
streets of our Babylons in Latin America (and the globe); their presence is clear once
one looks behind the glimmering lights of the neon signs.”

Making the biblical text sound even more relevant to modern Third World
Christians, the evils described in Revelation are distinctively urban. Then as now, evil
sets up its throne in cities. Brazilian scholar Gilberto da Silva Gorgulhp_ remarks that
“The Book of Revelation is the favorite book of our popular cgmflﬂumncst; Here they
find the encouragement they need in their struggle, and a criterion for the interpre
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_ ting to draw the conclusion that

opium of thehmaszej;;:n‘:(i?ii l;; Lirsgrde%elopment and pre-modern Cu;}tfral n
:;:;u j‘% iii;pi:i as society progresses.. T.hat. conclusion would b.e fatuous, th::? S,
because very enthusiastic kinds of Christianity are also succeeding among Profe ’
sional and highly technologically oriented groups, notably around the Pacific >

and in the United States. Yet the distribution of modern Christians might weJ sh
that the religion does succeed best when it takes very seriously the prof, o
pessimism about the secular world that characterizes the New Testament. If j; isund
exactly a faith based on the experience of poverty and persecution, then at |e llo‘t
regards these things as normal and expected elements of life. [...] et
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