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o] CHAFTIN &

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

To undrnisnd the neaning of diffrenaal s

To apprecisie the complication of miking nsrmations
COATpaSOT,

Ta decover whach countries amd which cries sonoes ehe
@obr have the highew and Jowea homicude e
To use il saentia b pot tathonal trodi in musnken,
spirvared asceale, and robbenes inoreceml decader
T dsecover the profile of the typical victim i onder 1
=il went chence of goeting nusdened and dhe of

Being mibbed

Tav apperecisie ihe strengibn snd wesknessos of satsmol
ol bemng on the reccivang ond of viekenee.

To gresp the mesning of aemobeive reds

To become soquuinted wah the uffermg of people
whte homes are barglenged

Ta becoms bnowledpsable shom the utastion of people
whine (e ade soben

T bevonue famdlar with the sggravacon arming fmans
denty thelt.

ADDRESSING SOME TROUBLING
QUESTIONS

The previous chapter painted the “bag pacture™
sbout all foms of victimization in the entire country
i recent years. This chapeer focines on covtain imer-
prrnal cimes of violence and thefi in grester
depth. People attacked by nmurdoren. other danjper-
ous assadtanm, and robben are examimed fest Indivi-
duab and howicholds whose homes s barglanied,
tﬂmrmmdnmdfhylhmmd-hmc
identiies are aolen by & are mvestgaed
later in the chapter. (The plight of abosed children
i exained i Chapter R, the dilesnms Goed by
ntimate partners who are beaten by battores =
explored in Chapter % and the wifenng imposd
by rapme is cxamined m Chapier 100)
Vicimologans gather and mverpret dats 1o
answer dmturbing  questons sach 2= How many

wally safer?

A matter of particular concemn s which groups

are tirgoted the mou and the leat ofen.

Specifically, which groups are 2t a kigher rik of

geitng shun, shot, sabbed, or robbed? Ita from
the UNCR and the NCFS will be wied mo anwer 3

et of pwsettfing questiom:

What are the odds of being atocked duning any
pven year? Incidence rates meamre the
number of new victims per 1000 ar per
1K) persors annually and thereby reveal
the raks peaple fce,

How muny people know what it b ke to be
confronted by a robsber who growh, “Your
moncy or your bie!” Prevalence mtes cin-
nute the proportion of people per 1,000 or per
100,000 whao have ever expenenced some
misforrume.

What are the chances that 3 person will be
harmed by & vinlence-prone epponent at leai
once during his or her entire life (oot just in a
single year) [incidence rate|, or during previ-
ous yean [prevalence rate]? Camulative rsks
estinate these lifetime likelihood by project-
ing current wiwabions mnto the future.

b violence 2 growing problemn in American
soniety, or i 1 subsdmg? Trend snalysis
provide the answer by focuskig on changes
OVET i,

Diges violent cnime burden all communsies
and groups equally, or are some catcgones
of people more likcly than othen o be
beld ap, physically injured, and killed?
Differential risks mdicare the odds of an
unwanted event taking plice for memben of
one soctal demographic group as compared
1o another.
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A CLOSER LOGE AT THE VICTIMS OF INTERPERSONAL CRIMES OF TIOLENCE AND THEET %5

Identifying Differential Risks: Which
Groups Suffer Mare Often Than Others?

The fing sep in a vietim-centered analyds addremes
the bsue, "Which proups untan the greatest
canialties? Which groups face lewer theeats of
harm?

Victimization rares for the entire population
indicate how frequently murden, rpes, robberin,
and avauls are computted aganst “average”
m&'hmrm arnd how often “typical™ houscholds

b
theft. It # reasonable to suspect that the chanee of
becoming 3 vicam is not uniform for everyone but
iv more likely for some rypes and les likely for
pthen.

The discomion sbout comparative risks a1 the
concluion af Chepter 3 revealed that different
ape groupings of people do oot all face the s
odds of griting killed accidemtally—say, from a
skimg mishap—ot of dying from 2 paricular dis-
emse, such a cancer, People with attnbutes in
comman such a3 age or sex may be affeceed by
erime much more or much lem often than othen.
If these suspicions can be documented, then any
overall rate that projeces 3 riak for afl Amenican
might mauk mportant vanstion: within sub-
proups. In other woeds, it it necesary 1o “diag-
gregate” or “decommmuct” or break  down
victimization rates into their component pleces
i order to roveal the differential mks Goed by
pamticular eategorics of people.

A pattern within a victinnzation rate o rooog-
nizable when ope catepory wifen gymificandy
mere than another. The moy obvious example i
the incddence of rape Females are moch more
fikely tor e sexually violsted than sre male. Sesrch-
ing for patterns means lookmg for regubinbes
within 3 seemingly chaotic mas of information
and finding predicabilicy in whar ot fint appear o
be random evenes

The differennal ks demved Brom  patems
idevvtificd in the data will be mwvestigared i this
chapter foe the viokent crmes of marder and ol
bery and for the property onmes of barglary, motor
vehicle thelt, and dennity thefi

FOCUSING ON MURDERS

Where It Is Safer or More Dangerous:
Making International Comparisens

In onder to bring the big plerure into sharper focus
dunng the cra of globalization, it & mportant o
remcmber that victimization rates vary dramati-
cally not only Gom tme to tme but s from
one plice to another, The greatest varistions can
be found by companng one sociery 1o another,
Crom-natiomal comparisans revesl the magnitsde
of the crimie problem in different countriel at one
POIne in rime.

The main swource of dsta sbout victmiztion
mitcs in other countnies i 3 banch of the United
hhmw@ﬁmmﬂmpudﬂmﬂmml-
which surveys i memben®  law
enforcement agenoia. Ao, the Buropean Union
{ELY) collects dats from the enmimal justice sytems
of inm member statet and publithes a0 anmual
European Sourcchook of Crame and Crminal
Jtice Szagistics. In the pase, the Internstional Palice
Chrganization (Intevpol) alo publicly pasted dita

Smce 1989, moa countries  have
participated in an Intematoml Crme Vienm Sur-
in the variow countrics wse different definitions for
common crimes like rape, bundary, and robbery,
Abo, some pohee foroes are more scrupulous
about reconding incidents and forwarding their
data to headiuartens than othen. Differences in
mrcond-keeping practices cin make comparisans dif-
ficult too (for example, some countries do not fol-
low the “loerarchy nile™), and, of coune, the
Mnfwmm:rn:lduhuu%u
the authorities vare: from place
phce (Van Dtk et al 2007; and Loftss, 2011)

Making intermational companmons of victunies-
ton raves continues o be difficul, and hasty con-
dusions can be miskeading. Some governments do
not routinely disclose relable and up-to-date daa
about their cime rates, or they publih figures thae
wein unncalistically low, probably becaime ther
regmes fear thar high me will domage their
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nanom’ public mages and sare off potental
touriss ad inveion
dats decades apo came o these conchusomn: Com-
pared to other natiom providing trustworthy statn-
ties, U5, victmirarion sages for violent cames were
bunglary were nesr the middle of the range (Kalsh,
1468), Violence 1s more of a problem in the United
States than in many other haghly developed soci-
tick, but theft i not (Zimring and Hawking, 1997).
Mamowing the foous stmctly 1o the number of
murders in varows soclethes anll requires careful
sttention to methodological mues, Each country’s
definitions of imentional, wrongfil, ponihable kil
mp reflect laws and local costoms that govern the
way deaths are chamafied. For itemational compar-
ot be valid, definitsons of killings thar conazi-
tute murder must be congsent. For example, not
all coumries consider infnbcides a1 murdens. Ao,
certin countrien may count sttempted murders s
imentional homicides, but in the United Stanes
{amd mise other socictics) case i which woanded
prople mrvive sre clamified 8 aggravated smaukis
Other inconssencies nesukt i 2 mation’s body
count inchdes  dearhs from HErVEntiong
(such 23 the pee of deadly force by police officen
and coun-ordered  cxecutiom), wolly e~

tiomal deaths (like m.'gl:'gn_ﬂ nwyhmiﬂn’ and

The United Mations sk i meimber siates
of defimpons that are as consstend = poudhle.
Thre official swatisties have been suwembled in
Table 4.1 in order to present a pictire of the vara-
o in marder mbcs acros the globe,

Swirrerland have in comumon? They are among
the ot peaceful societies on the planet, with 3
munder rate close to Juwt one shying, per 100,000
inhsbitants. As for the Englih-ipesking advanced
mdmerial conntnies, citirer of the Ulnated States
have a lot more to wory sboul in emn of

mocumbing o lethal  terpenonal  violence
than people wha reside in the United Kingdam,
Austrafia, MNew Fraland, and Carads. Mose of the
coumtries i the EU have wery low murder mces,
Some of the developing nationd of Asia, Alnca, and
Lauin Amwerica report that they expenence lkevels of
lethal violence that are lower than thow in the
United States: Morocco, Turkey, Libena, Epypr,
Vietnam. Chile, and Cuba.

Table 4.1 reveals that the people who witfer the
preatest cxmidlnes tend 1o live m Central and Souwth
Amence and the offhore ihind nabions in the
Canbbean Sea, especially Honduras and Veneruels,
but abo Belire, Guatemala, El Sabvador, Jamadca,
the Dominican Republic, Colombis, Trinidsd and
Tobago, the Bahamas, the US. Commonweahh of
Pucrto Puce, Braal, Mexico, and Paama, South
Alirca, despite the divmaniling of apartheid several
decades ago, sho b mll burdened by disorbmgly
high evels of bloodihed.

Mote thar some of the killings thar boos the
body count i srife-tom societies acrow the globe
are nit the ougrowth of ordinary street come
but are the remlt of intense political palanzation,
exprewed & viphntem (ncloding  slyangs by
death squads), terrorism, and howe-intersity guermills
wariare waged aginst govermments by insurgent
proups snd drog tradficking camel. War-tom coan-
oy like braq. Syma. and Afghanstan were excladed
Eruim Table 4.1,

e 10 by compansons of munder mie o Gy
smnabar, highly indunalived natiom. Becane a key
detemminant of the munder rste o any country i
umply the propormon of the populaton that Glils
nto the highon ek group (young malkes), onc
way o deal with vansthon would be (o calailate
ithe homacide rte for cvery 100,000 teenage boys
and young men in each sociery. Following this pro-
ordure and then restricting the compamson only to
ather highly indoserislized societies, the United
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TABLE &1  Mander Rates Across the Globe: Selected Countries, 2012

Merder Eate per 100,000 Furder Exte per 100,000
Comniry Imhabiianiy Canmiry Enkahitamts
huntratia 1 Iraly 1
Autris 1 Jami pl
Buhamuy L] Sujus 0.3
Beigiam z Libria 1
Belize 41 L frd
Bl i Koo L)
Bragi] b= Methariands 1
Cansda New [ralasd 1
Chele. | orar s 1
[hima 1 L an
Colaitibas n Fakkitis ]
Costa o ¥ Fanam 17
Caba L Peru 10
Caech Eepubiic i Philipmnes g
Denmark 1 Prerin Kiew (D8] 3
Dominican Erpublic o3 Poland 1
Eqvpt 3 Eussbin Fedenptan g
B Salvados &1 Zaads Aastua 1
Estania 5 Souih Africa n
Finland ] South Hoaed 1
Frmznoe 1 Spun 1
Germesy 1 Fuitperland 1
Camere ] Thailaad L ]
Gatemila & Trnidad/Trbage 1]
Hebrdiuiti W T by 1
Hengary 1 Tedted Tingedon [Englusd and Wales) 1
Irland 1 Ueracne 4
lmnel f | Umitedd: Stntwn 5
India & Venermria 54
Indanmeis 1 Virtrasm b ]
I 4
FOTES: &R peles oy rounded oF To the meierd whole sosbes, Gt oy Shemn few B 3 g 100000,
The: lulex fipees svailatie for o few of U countnes s fowm DOIL, Bt IOER

U
i
il
i
E!
2

States wood our @ having the wort murnder mte
dunng the e 1980 (Desne, 1957 anﬂhl

account & vo calculste the murder e of 2 populs-
oom and then adjue that pumber o refleat 3 stan-
dardired age dmmbution in order to Emprove
comparalility over time and betwesn counbre.
When 1980 murder rares in differeni nanons
were analyeed, higher rates tended to be msociated
with great economic inequabity (hoge gaps betaeen
the wealthy amd the poord), lmmited government

funding of swcial programa for the dmsdvantaged,
ouliomal mipports for kegtimaie violenoe by govern-
sl offiiah and agencees [requent cxecutions and
few rotraind: on the v of force by the police},
family breakdown (high divorce mues), high rates
of female parncipeton m the bbor force, and ethme
hetcrogeneity (we Gartner, 1947).

Clearly, peographic location—in which society
3 penon rosides—ts 3 major fcror thar determines
mibrder ks around the globe. Substanial varis-
oont aken can be anticipated between different cities
in foreign countties. The wide range & munder
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98 CHAFTER &

TABLE &3  Murder Rates in Selected Cities
droumd the Waorld
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BITEE All sies aoe rorunded off Lo Uie reeenl whole sumles, suspl
far thoos less thas 1 per 100.000,

Pz somm clilag, 201l the iest gear apslabls

1S, city citey sae fur $PLY, the lnbet Sgaren meuilable:
**Eabymmtid fer 200) (Coethorns pd Rewirs, B

SIACE (nited MwSans (ffiee s Drega sl Criee Corosl K4

ratet i the warkd's leading citied i evident in Table
4.2 Mowe that anes, which hsve moch smaller
populations than entire countries, have the potens
tal 1o show muore volatlity in homicide rates per
100,000 inhabitants fram one year to the next. The
mmpages of & relatively small number of offenden
can have o notceable iatidical impait. Credad
Jaarez, Muxico, may be the mos dramatic case to
Wlysrate this point, I body count swod ar sbout
3y homicides n 2007, Then a wave of drug-
related violence engulfed the oty and denng
2010 sbour JKED murden ook place, a thocking
tendfold morease (Valencia, 2000).

The cioes with the most vialemt deaths per
cpin {wking the size of the populstion into
sccount} are mosly in Cenerel and South Amenics
sl on eertain Canbbean malands: Nossu [Bahana),
Belme City (Belize), Sante Domingo (Dominican
Ruepublich, San Salvador {El Salvader), Guaremnala
Ciry  (Guarermala),  Tegoogalps  (Honduras),
Kington  (lamaica), Pamama City (Panama), and
Caracas (Venezueh) When these big oty mtes
amembled in Table 4.2 are compared to the entire
cousntry’s rato that were presented in Table 4.1, 3
patrern can be discerned: The lesding ciry often has
3 higher munder moe than the regt of that country,
However, there are souie exceptivns to tha paitern,
in which the leading city i safer than the country 2
& whale, such i Mexco City (Meoos) and Moscow
(Hoeia). Reliable stamstics are not avadable for cer-
tin cities known to be burdened by tembly high
leveli of violence, such = Cipe Town o well =
Johannesburg, South Afnca (Rueda, 2013}

As for the Unived Stares, four cithes in 2013 had
mrurder tates that were in the ame league o wme
of the roughest cines in the woeld: Doz fwith 45
per 100000), MNew Oleine fwith 41), 56 Louk
fwith 38), and Baltmore (eath 37} New Yorken
fat 4) wene musdered ot 4 sate thar wa dighdy
fower than “sversge  Amencans® [#5  por
HMLO0W). Bur MNew Yorkers have much mome o
fear than the inbabntants of large Buropean cities
of over several millinn inhabians an the list, soch
& London, Pamd, or Rome, Tokyas, the largest cny
on the ln, was the most peaceful place of all. Other
buge utban arem with extremely lfow mmurder
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A CLOSER LOGE AT THE VICTIMS OF INTERPERSONAL CRIMES OF TIOLENCE AND THEET 0]

rates of lews than 1 per 1NLINKD were Hong Kong,
China; Secul, South Korea: Jakama, Indonetia; and
Anckland, Mew Zealand.

The sbove examination of mremational compar-
pom ha novealed a cnicaal ek Bctor; whene 3 penon
lives (and by extenmon, the people one intersos with
on a daby bass) has 8 msjor impect on the chance of
being mundered. who resde in corain foregm
countriss and certain cithes. fice much graver dangens
MWWMMHWMS«
“location™ i 2 whetantil decerminant of differencial
risks of becoming a victim of homiode.

Those who lote their lnves tend to be perma-
nent residents of a city, Tourhiz, bainen travelen,
coaventioneen., and other visiton mrely gev caught
up in deadly showdowm far from bome, sccordmg
to & deailed analyss of mundens in New York Caiy
{see Karmen, 2006).

The Geographic Distribution of Violent
Deaths in the United States

Nuwﬁaklhrmnkrmmhmmﬂ
HEp i o 2oom in on the United Saates. The inter-
timnal im Tables 4.1 and 4.2 highlighs the
hﬂhﬂmﬁmﬂmmmﬂﬁrwﬂnmh

lence wathin the Unsted Swaes? Are there smilong -
ference in the mirder raie for different parts of the
country, for different cities, and even for vanoos neagh-

The anawrr, a8 cveryone knowa, o of coune
“yeid™ A number of Bacton srongly
influence differeninl nsdks. As for the four sections
of the country, hutorcally the highes bomsicde
rates have been recorded in the Sowth (with 53
per 100,000 i 2013); the lowest have been in the
Mortheast {at 3.5 per 100,000} and the Wen (ut
4.01), The rates in the Midwest genendly have fallon
tr=betwern (3t 4.5). Mesdent of afeat
{urban centers racher than miburbs) face higher ks
of viplent death than do inhabitanty of el coune-
ties ar of mall cries beyond the fange of metro-
palsan sres

Geography-based msks can even be further
fine-tuned by caleuliing murder rates for US.
aitien. A closer look st the FBI's data from munic-
ipal police departments confirma that some arban
centers were much more dangerovs places o
dwell in thin othen. The map in Fgure 4.1
shows vertical ban that depicr the number of o=
dent who were murdered oot of every 106, KK}
inhshitanes of that city (uking size into account is
the only sound way to make weh comparisans).

The map indicates that among the brges ci-
iex, Deoroit bad the dubious disonction of being
the homickde capiral of the country in 2013,
{(When Detroit had to declire fiscal bankrupeey
in 2013, it was 2 more dangerous place, with a
murder rate of 45 per 100,000 residents, than i
wa in 2010, when s murder rate was M per
1000007 The mos well-known  medium-size
ary with some of country’s roughest neighbor-
hood i Mew Oreans (which became even more
dangerous. after the flonds caused by Humicane
Katrina but then improved substantially, a0 i
murder rate umbled from a sky-high level of
95 per VOHLOO0 residenty in 2007 down o still
intolerable bevel of 41 in 2013). ln Ber, a5 fr o
rends go, outhurss of lethal violence diminished
in peardy all big US. ciges from the 1990 up 10
2013, Despite the nationwide decline in murder
rates, the ks Gang noddents remam much agher
i Detroir, j Wahmgron  [.C,
Atlanga, and Mizmi than in Demver, San Francmco,
San Jose, San Antonio, Lot Angeles, snd New
York. The mavon's wies big cities were Seanle
and San [Hego (e Fguie 4.1

According to rscanchen, the diparnities are
not smiply a function of are but wem o be deter-
suned by conditions such s populstion demity,
the local economy (poverty and wsemployment
mates, wage scalew, and the gap between rich and
poor), specal problemms (the easy avmlabrilary of
flegal handguns, the cxtent of drog mfficking,
and the meffectivenes of palice srategicy), tradi-
nons and cosoms (mcluding the persistence of a
utbculiure that condones vinlence), and demo-
graphic Boton feypecially divorce mtes and the
propanion of the popubmion that i poor, male,

Diaggriggin JbL Canpags Lasmmivg il Bagrns Baddevact ey oot be doend banmnd. b g mas. © whas o o part #CH 51 HD-200




Moy por 100,000 readents paer

© Carga Lsswwsg 1003

FIGURE A1 Hurder Rates In Major Citbes. United States. 2013

young, and of 3 mangnahzed munonty group) (e
Tardiff, Gross, and Meaner, 1986; Chilton, 1987,
Land, McCall, and Cohen, 199 Mcuner and
Gaolden, 1992; and Karmen, 2006).

To compheate matters farther, muonder e
vary dramatically within the confines of 2 ciry’s lins-
its. Upscale urban neighborhoods are mcly onme
scenes while the mican sreets on the “wrong ade of
the tracks” are vinual banlebelds between oval
street gangs, drug dealing crews, or howle Botions
of organized crime. Alw, peighborbood homicikde
rares can flare up or die down subsantully over 2
span of just 3 few yeans o local conditions deterio-
fate of impove (soe Kamen, 2006).

Who Gets Killed by Whom? How, Where,
and Why?

Mow that some patterns in the level of lethal vio-
lence have been spoticd, # B tme to focm mone
closely on some comumon threads that ren through
thouands of shying, and what has been pieced
together abour the relstionships berween victms

and therr killens m recent yeam. [hd the wictimn
know cheir offenders? How did they perish?
What caused the confronttions that led to their
untimely deaths? To anower these qoeations, it i
necesmary to derive a profile or statistical portrait
of the “rypical” murder, victim, and killer.
NOVE imtervewen mk no gquestions abow
muiden of howehold memben, and cooien’
mcork  only muinen  miomaton  about  the
devewsed but not about the killer or the oime, 5o
the UCH i the only wurce of dewiled da
that lmks the mdnadusl who pershed to the mur-
derer. DOR gndelmes urge police officul o GB out
3 Supplementary Homicide Reporr (SHR)
about each killing i their uriadiction. The reulning
SHE datsbose provides infommation about the age,
the cme nd made an amrew-—the scomed penon’s
T, WX, mCe, woapon., posuble motive, and his or
The G question that cin be svwened with the
help of data from the SHR. i, "How many miusnden
voleed jpust 2 sngle kifler and 3 lone vicam,™ Mearly
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A CLOSER LOGE AT THE VICTIMS OF INTERPERSONAL CRIMES OF TIOLENCE AND THEET 101

one half of 2l the homickdes m which the police
were able o figure out what happened were smply
were cither unknown or mvolved mose than ene
attacker andfor more than one penon who pershed,
according (o the 2013 L'CR

Another meve dhat can be resilly sddresed s
“How were the vicims lalled™ For decades. the
mapority of killers have deparched thew adverares
with fircarms. Sometime murderen wie rifles and
and pigob account for about peo-thirds of all gm
destln). The proportion of victins who expred
from bullet wounds rose from 64 percent o 1590
to just sbout T peroent in 1993, before subsiding
to 65 percent in 1908, lurching back up to 70 percent
0y 2004, and staying just sbout at that level (59 per-
cent) in 2013, Knives and other sharp insruments ran
a dhstant sccond 25 the weapons of dhoice, sccounting
for 12 percens of all deaths. The rest were duin by
hlunt mamuments; fiss and feer hands (larpely via
srangubition and smothening): and by vanows other
ways (explosions, amon, posom, by beng pushed,
and oither ke frequent mean),

Another imue that can be sddressed with data
from the SHRs &, "By whom? Did the victim
know the killer?™ Fecall thae thin is the kind of
mwe that mingued the founders of vicnmology.
They were cnminologats who waniod (o study
the interacnnn between viomms and  ofenden
Thymnmﬂyﬂmdmmm

priar relatonships between the two parties n cases
ﬂfkddmrpﬂmﬂwﬂﬂz For example, they
wondered whether the killer and the monally
wounded penon previouady had kmown  each
other (a5 mimatey, sdvenanc, or camol aoquain-
tances). Ta shed bght on thes pattern within
dayinge, victim—ofender relatiombips need o be
broadly the wo were com-
plete srangers brooght wpether by (e, Maybe
both were memben of the ame fmily {nuckear
or extended). The thind powibility  that the killer

ing to data in the SHRs decved from police mves-
gatiom from the 1990s up to 2013, in the mou

common Raton {Eegng from 29 percent 3
percent) the offender was a friend or scquaintance,
Killing of one family member by another added
up o 30 sdditional 12 percent to |4 percent each

vear, Sliying by #trangen accounted for shout
1Ipﬂfmmlbpm:m:nfmﬁlwhmhﬂr

of “unknown rebgonship™ (3 the tme the SHI
were subimitted) made up the langes category, hov-
cring berween 35 and 43 im recent
{3 percent n 2013) (FBI. 2004).

If detectives could determine the victm—

renaim e A person i maore lkely w0 be
killed by somenne he or the knows than by & com-
plete stranger. In 45 percent of all solved marden in
2003, the killer was an aoqmintnce o even 3
former friend Family memben killed cach other in

that can be anewered
“Why? What were these sudden violent outburas
all aboutf™ The reasons for the confrontations thae
clabmed lnves sie called the “eircumttames™

pobce deparmments and the FBL The SHES cxpose
somne widely held mythi aring fom TV shawa and
2003 whote circumstanoss wede known, in only
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13 were the dreceased categonred a5 engaged
proeimation. Gangland killings of mobaers chainned
LA Hves (up from 78 in 2007) but amounted o juss
2 percent of all murden soow the country that
vear, Drug deden” torf batdes (386) and drug-
fiseled beawds (59) added up to another 7

street gangs (584) acoounved for nesrdy 9 percent of
all murders in which the motive was known.
Alchough ths nssonwide gang death woll dropped
from aboart 670 in 2010 to nearly 583 in 2013, gang
membenhip remaiped 3 msky acovity in many
urhan neighborhoods, Robbers stole around 685
Tves, about 10 percent of the 2013 body count
(FBI, 2014).

However, the largest category was “other
ergumeht—not spocificd” (mose thin 25 percent
of all cases selved during 2013), Thas mbcellancous
grouping of heated dispotes includes some that
were mvial of based on msundentandings and
ather that must have wemed o be matters
worth killing for and dying aver to the participans
at the nme. If this vague grouping is added o
“unknown " ding cases the police
couldn’t swolve then the motives for amound half
of all the 2013 killings remain a mystery and
can't be mesningfully analyeed. In wn, the avail-
sble dan docs not provide definitive answens o
the key concermi, “what brooght about their
deadly showdown?™

Who Faces the Gravest Threats of Being
Murdered?

The 2003 ULS. vurder eate of 4.5 mvans that oot of
every collection of WKL people, neardy 5 people
were killed and 99995 survived. Who wene theie
unfortmnate fow thet were marked for death? The
sattic capuures the odds of being dun for Gonitous
“sverape” Amencams of all beckgrounds, whoch b a
usciul social conseruct for cortin purposes (for cxam-
ple, as shawn above, to compare the penb Bood by
LS. residenis o the danpers confroniong the average
Canachian or Mexican). But thit compoite stagitic
conceak a miich as it reveak. When the SHPLE ane
used 1o decomstruce the body count, differential ks

i'
?
A

boys and men (ahmost 7B porcent in 2013). This
the cady 1960y, Exprowed as ratcs, boys and men
are kalbed at beast three and during some vean four

SHR4) Dunag 2013, roughly half (51 percent) of
all those who pembied were black, a hitde lews than
half were whise (45 percent), and the small renuin-
der (3 percent) were of other races (mostly Asany)
or of unknown origin (1 peroent). Because half of
all charie whi wene killed were black, bur only
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A CLOSER LOGE AT THE VICTIMS OF INTERPERSONAL CRIMES OF TIOLENCE AND THEET 103

saffer from duproporsonssely gh rtes of lethal
violence. Whites, who comprise TH percent of the
populstion bur only 45 percent of the deparved,
experienoe dispropomionately low radoe Pue another
way, the dingen of gotting nwirdered are dopropos-

r for Blacks than for whites or others,
A for ethnicity, the SHR indicated that 18 percent
of all thowe who were murdered were Hispanic,
which i in lime with the proportion of the populason
that was clasified o Latine or Hispanic (17 pereent)
by the Census Buresu {see Hamell, 2007}

As for victim—offender  relstomships, most

dsyinga tum oot to be inttracsl, ot ieerracial, 3

ing  pattern according o decades of

(see Wood, 1990). Focusing soley

upon hn-r-ﬂﬁ'ndmfwlgh-m kilangy carmied

out during 2013, the U'CRs SHRs documented

that ™ percent of black victimn wene shin by

black offender, and H) percent of white viotms
were killed by white perpetraton,

Beides shap differences in reks by sex and race,
murder raoes abo have varied damancally by age, 3
patrern thiat was discemed decades 3go fsee Aliyama,
1981}, Children between % and 12 yean old are the
beast likely age group 12 be dain. The ndks of being

As 3 person grows alder, risks decline smoothly. The
typical victmn were i their Lie toen, Parenisey, and
thirties when they were killed. Almoss two-thinds
(A2 percent in 2014) of those who died way before

age range. As 3 reasdi, most misrders can be charse-
terired a5 young aduls sdyieg other selatively young

penom.

So far, ths of differeniial nsks has been
bated on the 2013 L'CR. But what abowt the recent
pae? A stapancal portraie of all the poople who were
dam and &l the personi armoed for murder and
manslaughter between the yeas 1980 and HNE
appean in Box 4.1, The picture that emenged
from this comprehensive analyds of the FBIY
SHRs shows that the differential risks detected in

203 are constent with the patterms that prevailed
aver almosr three decades.

From thia review of the demognphic fcon
that are correlwed with murder rares, 3 profile can
be dovam indscating which groups of people num the
greatest redes of suddenly dying from an aot of vio-
lence, They are Sowthermen, urban resdens, male,
teenagen, and young sduls bevween 18 and 24, and
Afriean-Americam. Thase who Gl inte the opposite
groups face the lowes roks of all Nomhowternen,
residents of wnall towrs in roml aress, females, chil-
dren and the elderly, whites, and Asians.

Ome addittonal fBctor profoundly influences the
dangens ofbecnniing embeoiled in lethal thowdawn:
tugh-rok group while sfffuent pemams engoy b =
the low-mk group. Dot this pattem canoot be
uncarthed from the SHRs becawe police fikes and
Fill compilations do not callect mformaton shout
the sociad claw of the decened. However, 2n analyin
of Mew York City murden determined from death
cemtificates that the overwhelming majorty of the
victimis had never been o college and thar the =ip
code of their let known sddren often indicated
they had readed in 2 Jow-income nesghborhood.
Furthermore, of the persors amestod for these bomi-
ades, sbout 85 percent qualified @ “indigert”
mﬂmmiﬂdlﬁmmﬂmm

g Being poor s 2 mapor sk Bceor for geeing killed
a5 well an for commutting maurder, Many mueden can
be charscrerized & “poor on poor” (Karmsen, 2006,

I scemms that the smindes snd behavion of
entife groups—auch o malel, young sdabs, low-
mcome eameny, and oty dwellen—determine, o
some degree, thewr fase.

Changes over Time in Hear Death Experiences:
Trends in Aggravated Assault Rates

Murder and robbery are the rwo violest crimes thae
are the main focm of this chapeer, but at this point 2
leok ar erends in sgpravared asauls sho would be
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BOX 41 A Statistical Picture of Murders in the United States, 1980-2006 NEEGG_G__—

An anatyeis of & mesiive detabise of handred of thousasds of 1813 footaissng debtills shout bomicides committed owet &
fpan of 28 ean ertablished that the prrpetreton and thelr wctims weme not 8 reprrsetetive cress section of 87 Amasicars.
On the conmry, muidsten and the pesple they iled weve mo Ukaly 0o be male. young, and Black. in terma of thals
demsprigiis thiacieantan.

Iy S
Males were dlsproportionately imvobved an the serused pavpetraton (neady 90 pevcent of all arestess) and @ thair targets
{oven 75 peccent of Lhe deceassd), ethough males comprise caly sbeut 50 pescent of the population. Thedr rate of ofending
wai $bomt 15 tor every 100,000 Amenican boy ant men. but Sor brmiaded it e bes than T sreets par 100,000 garls and
womes ey pes. The vidimizstion rate for males was chese to 12 pey 100,000, bet for femalies 3t was much lower, diam t
3 pet 100,000 per yeis, Oleadly, the typics mesdey wes male-on-male.

Males mosly kilked other males, b=t also koled females. Fremales mewly kilbnd, amd when thery e, they ussally Tolled makes,

By Apr:

dmericans 18=34 years old made op nearly 11 peroent of the popolstion but socounted for more than one-third (34 peroest]
of ol the acrnsed killers andl aboul sne-quarier (24 proest) of the decessed. Dighieen- 1o 2d-year olds bad the highest rates
of offding (2% por 300,000 per year) and of dying viskently (17 pav 100,000) of amy age grawp. Twanty-free- tn 34-
year-cidi wllered the seionid bighest pele ol iovelivemetl b offendety &b well i victime. Nedily reo-hdids of &l wetiss aand
mote than theee-guatien of o1l snesters wee wdm 35 peare of sge. Therefore. Uhe typical musder involved youny sults
Iillimsg other youny sty

By Rooe:

Americany of Alrfcan descent were cvsirepeeiented n both victima and offenden. The viotimisstion raw foo blacks wes 28
i 100,000 pol veu while fof whites it was beas Uhim 5 per 1000000, The clfendiag e fof blacks wis oved 4 pid 100,000
white for whites it wes less then 5. Peopile idesitiying themortves 25 black comprised about 1) pooent of the pepulation
bt made up nearly ball (87 percent) of all thape whs died vislently asd o Utths maee than half 5] prcent) win wee
arresied for messlzogiier and murder. The typical moeder was intzasncil. Eghty-foar pescest of whites wese slan by whskles,
and 9 peavent of blacks were Edlled by b,

Wictim-affesder refabiznchine
Stvangen wore swspoasible for sbont onefifih (77 peccent) of all hombcdes in which Ui polios conld determine the victim=
tffenider nelaticashin.
0 the sewmalning M8 percent of kilings caithed oot by Aonstiasger,. the victin wai & fpese 0 10 peiornt of the cassa.
amirther family member in 17 percent, and & beyitiesd o ghiliriend in § peroent. The remaining half (19 peroenl) involved
cither types of scqmaistares
ClFciemstanoes:
Asgiements over af] kinds of miceliesrons matives |sther thes e persanding street gasdy snd drogy, which soe mpanie
cafegarien) made o the Linget heading sach year.
Hemticides mwolving mesbers of porenile or sdelb gesgs incnedned bom 720 death (shout 1 pescest of all kiflengs)
n 1980 to 940 (abost & pevcent) in 2008
Thee musfority of deug-selsbed and pang-related killings took plice b Linge citles.

SR Coope adl Senlh. M10.

approprare. Aggravared or felonious sauls are the Hy definmion, aggravaced sssaubs nesulc in sen-
mest frequent ctegory, outnumbenng the other  mn wounds or myaolve atocks {or chreas of harm)
serean mterpenonal comes of viclence (murder,  with 3 deadly wespon. Therefore, wme aggravared
rape; robbery) monitored by the UICR every year. st are atenspred miusders in which the injured

inggt yiE FREL Canrpnge lasmmaty bl Begrts Fadde rec Blley ol e didewd SRS b Sefeinaed o mbm ol e pans AS0R AT ED 208




A CLOSER LOGE AT THE VICTIMS OF INTERPERSONAL CRIMES OF TIOLENCE AND THEET 105

parties barely survived {3 bulles mased 1 mark, 2
stabbing was not fatal, and 3 wvere beating almou
claimed a life). To pot & differenaly, homicides are
aggravated ssouls m which vicrinm do not recover
fromn the wousnds inflicted by their adverans With
soune bad luck of poor timing o indfeonve medical
care, an sppravated ssult exdly could wind up =3
murder. Comvenely, with good forune, 2 magedy
maght be avened by ambulince crews, paramedio,
and hespital cmergency foom penomnel, and &
vicous act of violence that would have added
the body count romains 3 noar desth expenence

w:wwnmwm

used, the seventy of the wound, the ijuned party’s
precanting health condaton, and the quabity of medi-
cal care recoved. Acconding 1o s nationwade sudy thae
anulyzed the cabiber of vanions treoma care sysiers
selected counthes sonm the country, 3 contimuois drop
in the lethality of ssaln dnce 1960 cn be primandy
ateributed oo advanoes in emergency ovedicine [Hamrs,
Tmmhr,ﬂmmmw&yuﬂ-
cation & that the mo inporiant way o dave ihe
marder rte down i to help conally wounded people
stay alive by hoving compeotent ER. docton, nurses,
l.m]E.M.TlmdLnadymmmm

Baoth the UCR and the NCFS keep reconds of

from 1973 10 2013,

The KCVS trend Line shows that dose calk and
near desth expericnces of people shot or stabbed
dechned slighthy m frequency from the cardy 197k
until the 19, Then the NCPFE was rode-
agned: the e of appravaed assoln umped m

of the now mesarement methods.
However, by the end of the 1990 and for several
yeam into the new centary, 2 damatic Improvement
inn thee beved of stious nterpenonal violenoe became

evident from NCFS etimates. Between 1990 (when
the survey wan redesigned and the rate hit a peak) and
200R, aggryvaed sain disclosed o NCFS inter-
viewens plummeted shout 60 percent. By 2003, the
raie had levelod off a bat above i loweit point i 40
years, at 2 lintde less than 4 persoss per 1,000, way down
from e peak i the cardy 1990 ag 12 per 1,000,

LR dan shows a snewhat differens pattem
up o the carly 19905 Afier year of rsing numben
of reports about serioun attacks, complaint t the
polhice abour felonions sl peaked in 1993 2t
about 4M) per 1KLNE) people. From that igh
point, the level of wiolence mibsided wlsrantially
dhiririg the second half of the 199001 and continmed
to diminish gradually through the twency-fire cen-
wry, which B the mme downward dnft asdicated
by the NCVS line o the graph. The UCR mtes
conbinitg shootings, stabbings, and other feloniow
aauts m 2013 were way down at about 230 per
0,000, But unkke the NCFS dats poine, they
will had nor quire fllen w their lowest levels in
40 years.

But the pood news abour dhis very pesitive
eend mut be tempered by a recognition that a
powing number of wally mnocent pervons are
Eaining mouln from gun violence
that comes out of the blue,

Durmng 2013, Prevdent Obana ssgned into law
the lovestigative Asntance for Violent Came Act.
It authoneed the LS. Deparmment of Justice to look
into sttermpied mass Kallings in placet of public uie in
onder to provide federal, sate, and local law enforce-
ment agrenscies wich dara thar will help them o better
understand how o peepare fioe, prevent, repond to,
anal recower Bom these violent outhursts. The FBI
began im 2004 to report about the cmaloes of
“sctive. shooter” meslents, ia whach an ofender
attemnpis 1o kill people in 3 confined and poprulated
muia:mbdwnrk;ﬂxc.ﬂmpmm.
bowse of wonlep, tmporaton heb, or some
other gathering plice ke 2 mowie thester. The
oo fom dodd oot count all mas kiling
{of three or mare persons) or all mass shooungs {for
example, gang fghts and turf haitles between rival
drog dealing crews are excluded). It focused on 16D
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FIGURE 4.2 Trends in Agoravated Astaults, United States, 1973-2013

2000 and 213 The gunmen collectively infliceed
1043 caltics on the geoeral puble, mutdenng
of people slin per ncident was 2, with another 2
hiju;-d. I‘.hn-hgdu &:m;ﬂnﬁmﬂ]ﬂu
W, an awerage of aroumsd ux modents broke our
each yesr. During the next seven-year interval up to
203, more than 16 outhreaks ok phce anmualy;
30 the rend, unfortenstely, & upward. The gunfee
erupted 40 of the 50 gtates, and 60 peroemt of the
attacks were over before the local police could amve
to wve v Most of the thooungs beted five man-
wtes or bess. Even when the police anmved at the
scetie in time o intervene, the vionns sill had o
blesicdshied took place at an elenientary school, 5 ool-
lege campug, 30 sy base, and 3 movie theater, The
year with the highes number of casalies (3 wotd of
W murderod amd 118 victine of agavated mauls)
wan 2012; dunng 2000, only seven people were
killed of mijured in thee knds of ammed stacks

Ten peroent of the shooten went alter women wath
whorn they had o formerly had 3 romantic relagian-
ship, In 12 of these 16 inodenn, theie watten were
killed; an addwional 42 innocent onlookers were
mmwnmmmum
cent of ol the incidents 21 of 160), the gunfire

alter umsrmed byseanders amd victims cours-
geoundy, safely, and mucoesiully restruned the shooter,
The FBI concluded that the sudy supports the impar.
tance of tranmng ondnery ateens (mcduding memben
of the college campus community} as well as law
enforcement officens by holding what-to-do~if’ exer-
cmes (FHIL 2004c).

FOCUSING ON ROBBERIES

for sumalsle prey, Therciore, they are among the most
fearcd and hated of all wrect ciminal. The offense
comibenes gealmg with extoron or cutmght violenes
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{often mcluding the e of weapomns), o 1 cames
wme of the siffesr prison stences permiuible
under low, And yeu, throoghout higory, bandin
were commedered minch more iveerestmg than their
victims, and ther explaiti were offien romanticized.
The hwhwaymen of Robin Hood's band, piratcs
who plundered ships laden wigh tresasre, Sonteer out-
bws who ambushed sageroaches and oams. and
gangnters who beld vp banks duning the Great
Depresmon-—all were the silgects of stona and
songs sympathenc 10, or 31 lexe understanding of,
the impulies that drove their dramatic deeds. Hur the
ghitrer has largely faded and m s place & the nage
of the mugger or gammian m 3 viciom thug, s cnsel
predator, and an exploiter of wealuess—one whose
random violence casts 3 shadow over everyday Eife.
Ths reveral in the imagery of robbon ha sparked
renewed concem for thiels victiom.

Robbers and the People They Prey Upon
robbenes are fce-to-fice condoamtations

Comnplered
in which perpetraton ke something of value direcdy

ered sbout them than about peoples whoe were
murdered. Some himited informanon shout rob-
beries that were reponted to and salved by local
police departschits appean annially in the FBI%
UCR. The dats indicates the sumber of incidents
and descnbe the people who were amested—but
not the people who were acoosted. The NCFS—
not the UCR=—n the warce to tap o find out
“how oficn, who, how, where, when” plas
information concerning  lowes, mjpunes, solen
property recovery rates, and resctom dunng the
conlrontations. {Harbow, 1987),

diahs in the mwhmmndmﬂvtpmjnum
about et of all Amencans over the age

the
of 11 whummbhd.'fumhﬁrnmumurﬂ?
ungle-victim ingle-offender  Incidents  will  be

they brandwhed 2 firesrm (slmos ahaays 3 handgun)
anul in 14 percent they pulled our s knafe. Almoae 45
percent of the vicrims (but especially the mabes) sid
hﬁn&mﬁmm‘lﬂﬂrmhﬂ:w

ing proportion, [T perent (slmoe  exclmively
M&nﬂm}.dﬂnnrmdlhcmﬂ:ﬂum
“tntkmate™ and another 11 percent recogmized the
offender & 3 relaove. Most of the rest (22 peroent)
were dewnbed & aoqpamtances, cither csual or
even well-known. Over 67 peroont of the indivi-
deeaki who were robbed thet year informed the police
sbout their hamowing expenences, according to the
Bﬁmhﬁmﬂrmnmdupmmﬁ 214}

The miotive behind robbery b thefi,
But wifenden did not always get whae they waneed.
op 3 umsucceidful arermigis to steal caih and valu-
shles. The fypical victim Jos about $130. Mos
ofien, they were releved of penonal effecs such
o portable clectrome or photogrphic gear, amd
jewelry, followed by purcr and wallens comaning
credhit cands and cath. Mot robbery victiie fever
recovered any of these valuables on ther owm or
after an investigation by the police in 2008, the lnr
INCVS, 2011).
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Robben, armed or not, hur their victim for
a number of ressoms. They may do 5o initially o
intimidace the winget imo wbminson, They may
become violent during the haldup in reaction o
resntance, lick of cooperation, or salling. Offen-
ders may relish taloing advantage of 3 helples per-
san or may seite the oppormunity © show off w0
sccomplices. Injuring thetr tangets may be a sign of
pamic, disappointment in the haol, angee, scom,
contempt, sadim, o how of seli~control. Unlead-
ing vinlenoe may abo be ingramental: Wounding
mdividuals can render them mcapable of later
identifying the robben, punuing them, or even
calling for help. Explosive outburts st the end
of the temaction may be imended o shook,
stun, of preoccupy victimo, their ssociates, and
any bysandens 0 that they wall besigate to sum-
mon the palice.

Diespite all these possible motives for nflio-
ing injuries, most robben didn’t woond their
victin. Cnly a3 linle more thin one-third (37
percent) of those who wifered either completed
or arempred robbenics were wounded. How-
ever, wume who cwcaped injunies were grabbed,
shoved, and otherwive roughed up, Among the
wonnded, most victims experienced minor inju-
rics, such a1 cuts, soratches, broisey, and wwel-
lings. A small propormion sulffered senous
injuries. such as broken bones, Jost tecth, low
of comgiousncss, or gunihot wounds thar
recpired medical care in 3 howpial emergency
room. Aboot ¥ percent of robbery victims in
HHE incurred medical expemes, waunlly from
visiting 4  hoapital emergency  mom [0S,
2011). Similady, in 2013 sbout 40 percent of
ihe people who were sccosied told intervicwens
they were injured i the ncident, but myost of
them (62 percemt) did not need sy medical
trestment for cheir wounds, ace w0 the
cusomized able gencrated by the BIS anabyis
ool

Changes over Time in Robbery Rates

Robbery i aften cired as the offense most people
worry about when they expresn their fean about

sreet cnme. Robbery & 2 confrontational cime
in which fore B med, or vialence & threateried
(... or cle™), Figure 4.3 dophbys the mrends in mob-
bery mates acconding to LFCR and NCFS dam, The
UCR trend lne shaws that robberies soared affer
1977, peaked in 1981, plunged untl 1985, and
then shot up again o record levels in the early
17k Affer that. reporn of muggmgs and holdups
plummeted impressively unel 2001, Known caies
of robberel lingely continued to drift downward
duning the firet decade of the twenty-fire century
{bottoming out m H10), and then ending up n
X113 a kinde above their lowest level in 40 yean
{FBI, 2014b),

The NCIS mend line tells 3 very similar, but
not identical, wory. [t indicates that the robbery rate
fell between 1974 and 1978, rebounded unsil 1981
when it hit an all-time high, dropped shamply dur-
ingg the carly 19480, but then climbed back up from
1985 uneil 1994, The robbery mte then tumbled an
impremive 65 percent hetween 1993 amd 2002
befiore creeping back up a linle. By 2013, diclo-
surss 1o interviewen about robbenies had resched
their lowest level unce the NCVS wrveys began
40 yean earbier.

Checking Out Whether More Robberies
Are Turning inte Murders

Ome bit of good news about robbery b often over-
looked: Mot victima 2re not mjuned, and of those
who are, modt don't need medical attention m an
emergency roam. And yet, because robbery @
such & potemtially devastating crime, 2 troubling
question ought to anse: How often do robberias
exalate o murders® In other words, what are the
chances of being killed by 3 robber? Robbers smay
woound their victins (and perhaps inadverently
kill them) vo quell resisance or w prevent them
from callmg for help and reporting the crme or o
intumidate them from presing charges and ceanty-
ing i cott

theie davi are mone viciously violent than ever
before. The impresuon thar robben kil mare
readily “these daya” than in the past it pant of 2
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FIGURE 43 Trends in Robbenies, United States, 1973-2013

gloomy bager percepoion that Amencan socicty B
falling spart, that cniliation b collapung, and that
predaton today are more depraved than ever
before. In the afteemath of'a particulady groesome
tlaying. jowmnalists sometimes play up thi theme.
Bue this is nothing new.

For example, dunng the “good old dan™ of the
19405 and 19505, when srect crine Wt BoC 3 Mo
wpe m-clectoral campogn becaie i was't per-
ceved o be 3 prewang problem, some people feared
robben would kil them even if they sumendered
without 2 fight and cooperated. A reporter at the
cimie (Whitmsi, 1951, p. 5) wiote: "The hoodlm
will banhi a0 your hesd with a bock for 2 daoller and
ninety-cight cents. The pobice recondy of our difies
are spotted with e of ‘murder for peanon’ in
which the wvictian, both men snd wonen, have
been shuggeed, sabbed, bt with won prpes. hammers,
or aces, and n a few caes kicked w death—he loot
being fio more than the carfre & woman camed

her purse or the small change 0 2 man's pocket.™

Sevenal decades birer, 3 newwmaginne’s cover
story (Pres et 2l 1981, p. 48) ddked "The Plague of
Violent Crime” observed: “Anocher frighteming
difference in the crime phcrure & that life b now
piofully cheap. Law enforcement officals think they
buve witnessed o dhalt toward gratuisous daugheer. it
wied 0 be Your mowey or per Bifr, e 3 Bronx
ssairant diricy smomey... .. "Now it's Yeur sioney aind
m*ll*

50 a poumalns hed dhe impooasion s the wan
of the 1950 that robbem were becommg maore
vioss. The same assemion was made by 3
journalist at the start of the 19808, Were thewe fnght-
ening, media mages based on Bon? [ it froe, assome
penple fear, that more and more mobberis are -
lwing imto murders [we Cook, 1985, 19877
Rewschon pum umderake 3 fine prained anadysis
Victmmologsty can combme UCE satsaics on mor-
ders and NCVS findings about robberics s shed
same hight on this graly queition (see the dits snem-
bled in Table 4.3 mside Box 4.2),
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Uaing both the LUCK gnd the NOVE, it i peanibls 03 devive
reugh eetimabed of how masy nitbery victmy get killed sach
year. and whirther thas permentage is growing or shrimitng.
Tha numbe of rehberes committed ansualy can be
estimated brem NCFT figures. Howeven, the NOVY enclodes
rebberien of extatinheents ke convmienon slcom snd
berks end (berely uravoidably undecounts commenial
robberiss where some empleyse or byt ander moight gel e
(R figures are shwayn el oo they epessnt only
ithe rolberis knewn fo the polive. The SHEY annul fumber
e slayiags ksl werr Srlony misde sarkeg ot o poldies
Ax ey an andercoust beciuss Bomanide detective ae
unshis to determing the motive and solve the el i
wtomnd one-thind of 1 cases. Also, in ortain murden. the
Idies might have robded the decsised person's corpee &l &n
aterthsught, sicerdiag 16 & itudy of roblary-solated hosd
cides b Baltimoey during Y583 (pew Loftin, 19:86)
Aeenewledgas thece melhadologicsl crverty, =mgh
caliulations mn be performed to denve halipak estimates of
hiw pften targeted indivituali—whether they aie covpeiil-
ing of meeisting—sre murdend by robbery. (See the dats
wmembied in Table £.3.)

TABLE 43

Kumber of peneos murdersd {bom the 00F)

Numbss of pemsns surdered dazing @ robiery
{freum the {ICH)

Total sumber of rmbbery wictims (froos the MOV
Hurdered victimm m a pevorsiiage of sl robbery victlme

Yearty Estimates of Morder: Committed Dusing Robbends

T3040 e 14,748 12,4
Tk S5 e Tan Ll
LIFS0E  LI50000  FI000  ad0. i 540,000
arm [-B1 .1 0.14% 0.14% B .1

Seweral tenlative concliiaiany an be prachad fram
this statheticsl evidence devwn Bom officlsl souscee The
natiomwide axnual death toll ks distabing bt ot least it is
fiminishing. Naarly 7,500 prople died at the hands of rob-
bern in 1580, and about 683 perabed in 2043, Bul. Uhank-
Ty, sayings committnd daring the ceure of heldups s
Tare. contidering the hoge sumbens of confentatioss (wall
over a millien in 1988, pearly 310,000 in 3913} in which a
lide coseld bave bem taben aleng with mocey or possemaicos,
Is 2013, e propaition of rbbery victims wha were sale—
o= than bwo-tentha of | peioret, mae withis the wae
rangs @ during the pam 33 yean. So predatom these dam
e pet more imclined (o grndf oot the Gves of their prey
whille trying te oitieve them of thwir valusiles bafsin
malking thedt mcpe.

Asd yot, this adrice romaing peand: When accasted
by an armed offender wha growls, "Teur maney or your
fe” stamispies confirs thet the correct sespoase it
hand over the money and hang on to your lifs. according
to b detiiled stisdy of mose than 100 sebved bamicides
that socurrsd bn Chicage daring 1903 (Tinring and
Tonbl, 1985}

SOAMICE: PP AR GWRD, R POCCL POGE. FOLN BIT BRI RN 0, J0OD. MO ML

Differential Risks: Which Groups Get
Robbed the Most and the Least Often?

To discover pamenmn in robbernn, rocachen mas
sort throuph dao collerved each year about vanoms
groupings of people and houscholds duat

i the MNOVS mirvey. Accorhng o the NCFS for
2013, the robbery e wa 24 per 10000 That
s put sbowt 2 mdnadials eut of every 1,000
residents over the age of 11 got robbed that year.
Bust, fug a5 with munler rates, sharp dilferences in
robdbery muks become evident when the odds Baomg

the sverage Amencan are dipprepated o decon-
aructed. Breaking down the NCFS sample o
whbotepones, cenam demographic Froupng. were
robbed mich miore ofien than aothen. Patterma that
prevaded when robbery wat a luge problem in 1993
and pamerns tha sill persised when the robbery rae
wan dramsically lower i 2013 can be discemed
from the data ssembled in Table 4.4,

To put the isue blundy, although everyone
might be apprehenuve about being robbed at 3 cer-
tun tinee and place, pamiculsr proups of people
have a lot more o fear oo a vegular baws than
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TABLE &4  Robbery Rates for Variows Groups,
1393 and 2013

:
$55%
EE - R

-

su EG
ft.p...:g b LR Euuﬂnﬂha

Teryer moarad 1

SOTES: Rl dzn e 0,000 poupis with horse (Bustiesioios, gy yasr.
AL pates aee rramiied o8 (6 U e whele combe saorgd b
thas snalfies than L0

"afimate L tewsed om vy bew casen and rold T seelialile.
**Figuiw il Fom 1995, medl TS0

others. The dffenotial rda vary damanclly by
: bic. b .

Searting with jex, the firg pamem that wwwk
out 1 that males ane ungled out more often dhan
females. The e for males was 11 per 1,000 in

1993, compared o & for females. By 20035, bon
andl men were geming robbed 3 lot lew frequently
than in 1993 (down sharply to juss 3 per 1,000) bue
they mill ungled more ofien with robbers than girh
ared women (down substantially to jut 2 per 1,000,

With o race and ethnsciry, i E993
blicks and Hispanios were scoosted seversl e
a5 ofien a8 whites and others Americam
of Asian ancesry). By 2003, the mtes for all
four racial and ethnie groups had mumbled and
the differences had nearly dimppeared, although
whites sall enjoyed lower ks than blcks,
Hispanics, and other

As for age, the snalyin of the wevey’s firaling
for 1993 revealed that younger people (between
the age of 15 and 34) were confronted much
more often than alder people. Lodividuals in ther
Lue teems Bord the gravest s of all. After thowe
poak yeams, miks decline stesdily with sdvancing
age. In other words, an invense relstiomhip prevaile
As age increaes, the dangen of being robbed
decrease. In 213, the differences in victmiztion
mtcs had mamowed dramanclly bt the overall
paitemn permited: People younger than 15 were
argeted maore offen than those who were older.
Contrary 1o the impresion that robbers prefer o
prey upen the ckiedy and il dve sanstics dem-
onstrate that senior citizens are singled out the leat
often of any age group

Famuly income abso appeired to be negatively
correlated  with  robbery rater Aa income
meTexsed, the chances of bang robbed genenlly
decreated, with jum one exception. ln 1993, the
diffcrences  between  the Jowest and  highee
income groups wene dramatic. Twenty yean
bier, the gap had namowed comadenbly, but the
pattemn  pemisted: The  desperately poor were
mbbed of ther mesger powessiom much more
often than others with higher household incomes.
Clearly, robben are no Robin Hoods,

Robbery i thought 1o be 2 big-aty problem,
andl that perception i by the data.

In 1993, rendents of vrban areas were fargeted
muich mone often than seburbanites, while inhabi-
fanit of omall towns and maral aress led wfer Hves
Inhabitanes of the largest cities with populations of
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over 1,00 suffered 3 thockmydy high victmi=
zatinn mte of 33 per 100,000, Two decades Later,
city prople will Bced higher ks and country peo-
ple il engoyed lower odds, but the dangen of get-
tinyg robibed 0 all areai had mmbled, especully n
ithe mation's largest cries.

In sddidon to wx, age, mce and ethnicwy,
mcome, and area of residence, manal samy made
a bag difference: In 1993, indivichesh who had never
beer marmied or who were separated of divanced
endured muich higher robbery rates than cither
mamied or widowed people {who genenally were
older and tended o be female), By 3001, riks
weere lower for all group (except for the widowed,
bur that satistic was based on very few caes), but
the pastermn penasted: Those who were not mamsed
weee more likdy o bod themsehes i thouble.
Chanees are that most robber don't check for wed-
ding nngs before snking bictvle choioos may
expliin the diparate rater. This pattem provides
an important clue thar will be cited Lter to explain
differental ks

To sum up the panerms pleaned from Table 4.5,
in bath the eady 19905 and on the wler srects dur-
ingg 20013, higher robbery rsks were Boed by men
rarher tdan women; mimorites than whines;

theie who are better off fmancially; and city resden
than these bving i subarbs or small towes. Com-
bining ihese Botor, the profile of the poron Exomg
the gravest dangen of all is sn impovershed, young.
black ar Hispanic man ving in an inner-city neigh-
borhood. Afhcne, elderly white lakies lving in nural
area lesd the wfen fves

Unfortunsicly, the NCVE does not caloulsie a
VictimiEaion rate o0 comparson for an
individual who Gk mto all of the high-nik or all
of the low-risk However, the wmr
wey findings cited i Table 4.4 mdicated thas black
teenage boys living in low-income familics and
retiding in the biggest cines (therchy Glling into
all free of the high-rsk categorics) muost have ssf-
fered 2 robibery vichinizaiion rate in the “had old
days™ of the early 198k thar was off the chars
compared with penom ffom other backgrounds

However, two decades later, people falkng mro
this highent ritk grouping fced dramatically
improved odds of avoiding o sharply reduced
number of robben on the prowl.

One  adkhitiopal wvarble B  worthy of
conskde atot—oroupation. R,nbh:tymudﬂn
subnraspially on the nasare of a penon'y
work. Statstics from the NCVS indicated that peo-
ple holdirg the following (generally et desirable)
joba wiere much mare likely o be robbed: taxi dri-
mmltpﬂ!:mrkﬂ!.mm\ﬂuﬁ:mhnmm
wnger, newspaper carien, peddlen, and certain
ot Hon vmthu Hawewver, timiciann  and
phm:hmmmﬂulhnummn
Least bkely to be accosted were bnspecton, lne
wﬁmbmklﬂnumﬁnmmpﬂw

Block, 1985), Another study determined chat retall
st worken, eipecially clerks at convenience sares
and liquor stores, were robbed the moar, along with
cab drivens. College profeuson Biced the lowei ki
n!'bﬂlgmmd {Wirl:lml 1998).

of amention. Some people are moee bkely than
othen 10 have ther schidke aken from them by
tobbers, o the informanon asembled from official
socreet in Box 4.3 indicates

In general, it appear that the daily activities of
individual a well as the behavior patterns af entire
groups—such a1 poor young men living in citey—
determine, 1o wmie degree, whether or not robben.
will sngle them out s posable prey.

The msage m the grapls depicted
in Figones 4.2 and 4.3 confinn that the cates of dhese
thiree viokent crimes have Gllen damagcady, even
crashed, from their hnoncally high levels that were
socually & well 21 pobocally intolerable. In general,
Americam have been pemting along much beeter
with cach othor snce the carly 19905, cven during
the hard times of the Great Redesion that devel-
qwﬂdllquHnﬂpﬂﬂﬂ:di‘tlﬂrnl yean

dramatic downwanl mendi in sl
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30X 4.3 Carjacked Drivers [T

In the mevisk, 43 will us in sl bife, matorists aiw wanied
gut of thelr can and o by kighwaynen whe bop ia
Behind the whesl and mae 3 guick getawsy. In the sy
T900u, the catchy term carjaciing was cedned to devcride
the mebdery of @ motar vehicle directly hom & driven, &
disténet from the thaft of & parked car. Onoe the crime had &
pame. the sew) medls larted ts repent the most outrapeos)
rasey (such as (be desth of & woman whe, while trying to
v ber toddler from the hack st of ke rommandrered
EMW, becims enlangted in het saad bell ind wis dragged
sate thas a mlle),

Felice departmesty begun 0o kbeep tnck of oy
incidesty sperately from the greenl categery of “robberies
of all types.” and state logislatures bogan to impose stlffer
penslties for the crime, 1n 1593, Congre patied the Ant-Car
Thelt Act, which mads roblirir of mstorhly carind out with
# Arearm & foderal plfemns, ender 1he logl ranonads that
velicles and gums e Evvelved n Enterrtale commente (302
Bibbe, 19932). The 1594 Viclent Crime Comtrod and Law
Enfortement Ao mide lings seising from casiacidag
pusishable by dusth.

Adthoegh the peobability of being vobied of am aute-
mahile. SV, on truck is low, Uhe pobestisl fips iisast oo
conseguerces is high. With fuck, corepasts mv foroed out of
theln wehbcles aad left standing an (he inadide. dhaken but
esinpernd. Howrwr, thiv kighiening rype of conlimntsibeesl
rime can eaghy dsrstEte om 3 obbery ate an agqravatad
mumalt, sbdoction, pe, and even musde.

Becamar 1his oombrination of drrumstanoes is ity
prcommen, rsaapthens bad (o mege the nding fee 3
pusslnt of yein of NOVS sarvey 1o aseadle 3 et
mugmbser of cases (o asalyze. During sach of the 10 pras
bom 1991 ta 2002, the NCVS punjected that rosghly 36,000
carjackings took place nationwide. That weiked oot (o st
37 mekdents (some mvoleed B (A DR Peron)

1,000 praple, o 17 par 100.000—maling this End of
rebbery abont Lhies thoes Sove common thas swurder,
Mmast 34 peerent of thess moteristy were hurt: of thess
canusitien, shout & percent nafuned ganahat oo enkds wounds,
broidoes; bones, or intersal

Each yeas, up i9 13 motodets wees killed dirisg car
Jeckizagn, £ the FEI's SHFs, A S1 trends, 1kl koed
of hobfup. i other varieties of obberier, tapered off aftar
the maisd- 19908 (Mlama, 7004

faced preater rai of being accoated than femalsd. Can
$50,000 weon sriznd mare fraquently than veiicles swned by
mare ffluent fumilies (which poobably sleo means that md-
buin bock lins erpunsive id made often thas high-end
weliicler), Highe riaky wers faced by black and Hispanic
moborals, drvers between the igex of 25 and 49, peaple who
wore pot maried, and oty residents [laoe, 18992, 20041

In Ube vast majerity of the incidents, the driver wis
slone; in almost balf of ol confioetaticns, the robber scted
slone. Males commitied more than #0 pmcest of thas
ximses andl srese armwed in aboat 75 pescent of ithe ncdamia
&% preoent wielded 3 qua).

Twe-thiidi of the debresi put wp reatilance, About ohe-
aarter uied corfoelationad Lacticn, much o fighting back
aguingt the asadzmt. tryisg to capture him, chasing kim, or
thresteming him Abomt ose-thind tried sonconfroststonal
Racticy Gilr bolting oult of the caf amd)fos wcoessing for Salp.
Bamty all motocists (98 percent)) reparied thels loeses ta the
e & the pabdei derer sy with thide wehicle, dist caly
4 pescent of attampts weor bromght to the sttention of aw
mfoiomment sgencies. Abont o of the
mever pecoeened theis wehicles, but about Ball paffered some
Brramail lermpay (Klamd, 1WA, 1004).

aggravated  aswnky, and robbencs (wc  abowe)
throupgh 3013 indicate that even the nation’s mean-
est streets have become mbsangally sfer. Ban oo
conclude from these very positive developments
tha begin dunng the cady 1930 that the “wont
i over™ might be overdy optimistic. No aiminolo-
@ or vicumologs knows for sure why cnme mtes
rise and Gl o whar the furure holds. Predsctions
about upconung orame waves or crades mun be

baed on projected changes in a2 number of

undodying varables. Developments in some of
thise root cauwe st wery hasd o anticipate,
Another cnime wave could break out, or the vnan-
deipated but muoch welcomed improvement in
America’s onime problem might continue for an
additrona mumiber of yean. But it & afe to con-
dude that the mnks of wotims were not growing
during the twenty-fint contury o apidly as they
were duning the 1960, 1970, 190k, and 199k,
when pesmists made dire predicrions that violence
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by wmperpredaton won would be geting out of
hand and spiraling out of controal.

FOCUSING ON BURGLARIES

Burglaries are the mow common of all wroew
crimes tracked by the FBL Larcenss, which ane
thefis of all kinds, s more numcrous, but mone
than half were jus petry Lircenies posulnng in
minor bowees. Burgines of reodenoes reuleed in
substantial losses, averaging over L1000 m 2013,
scoording o the LCR (FEIL 2004a). Resideneal
burglanies are particulsrly upsetting  because the
intruder violstes one’s private snd personal space,
and feans about the threat of a surprse refum visit
can linger for a long tme,
Simge-family homes are mone atwactive wo bur-
glan than spammenn, condomunioms, and other
multfamily readences becawse private houses have
mofe scoew point and sre more difficult to secure,
and often contsin greater rewands. However, pri-
vate homeownen can tke their own inifatives to
protect their posessons and wsaally hove both the
incentive and the resourres to do s, Intrutony are
much more flkely to occur during the day and on
weckdays when the premises are unoccupied than
on weckends snd st sight. Betides prefermng oo
snke when no one » 3t home, it sppean that bur-
glan sclect orpets thar are fGnibisr o them and
convement (ofien close 1o thetr oom home), scoe-
sible, easy o watch, and vubnerable (lacking seconny
devieed), Specifically, the mon fikely et ane
locamed near potential offendens (in high-crime
urbin neighborhoods or in the vicinity of tramit
hubs, shopping centens, sports arenas, and places
where young men aod drug sbosen congregatel,
either fear busy thoroughares or on the gubee
ounkins of neighborboods. Housss vacant for
extended periods, homes without barking dogs,
aid those on comen or bordering on allop or in
secluded locations shrouded by dhrubbery, walls, or
fences ammact prowlers. Ironically, mansons with
expersive @n parked outide acnully  dumpen
mterest becauee they are more bkely to remamn
occupicd of to be protected by sophistcated

secunty sywems. Howes that were woruck once ane
mare likely to be srock again beeause the feanres
that determine their atracivenes are difficuls 1o
change, became the burgisr remms o remove addi-
tonal goods kit behind dunng the fint mvasion, or
because the burghr has told othes shout the vul-
nersbility of this wrper. Simple ol like srewdn-
ven and crowbarns typically are wed o pry open
lecks. windows, and door (Weisel, 2003).

Trends and Patterns in Burglaries

The changes in the burgliry rate over a 30-year
span appear i Fignire 4.4

Raidents of nearly 2.5 million houscholds
told NOVS interviewers in 2013 that somncone
had wmed o bod sscoeoded o cntering their
home to weal things, This tmmslates 10 8 rate of
246 for every 100 howeholds, or more than 2 per-
cent. That mme year, over 1.9 mullion burglariey
were reported to police departments acrom the
nation, according o the [CR. (Roughly 25 per-
conit of those break-ini were of commercial
essblidurents and government sgencies, not res-
dences; om the other hand, nunrm-m#r:eda
well = residential were not
brought o the attenbon of the pobice.) Burglany
carted off an csinuicd 346 billion e stolen
goods, yrlding an average lon of over §2,000
per incident in 2013 (FUL, 2014b).

NCVE finding can be used 1o reveal differen-
tial risks. Burglars, just bz robbers, are the oppo-
site of Robin Hoodi They steal from the poor
much mare than the rich. The dwellings of the
moit  poverty-stticken fmiles in the NCFS,
those with an income of under 37,500, suffered
al a2 much higher e (35 per 1,000 howscholds
which ks over 5 percent) than any other financial
bracket on the survey im 2013, As fioe mce and
cthmcsty, wiite howmcholds experienced nearly
23 prusoms or attempred break-m per 1,000
while blick Bmilie soffered abowt 35, and
Hispanic familics endured just about the same
rate, at 3 per 1000, Family size seema to count
Houscholds of six or more people were burglar-
ired 2t a rate of 53 per 1,000, while individuals
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lving alone came home o ranucked dwellmg
much las aften, st 30 per 1,000, Ai for where
the targeted home was located, a» surprising change
b raken place over the year Burglary wed 1o be
3 much bigger problem in barge cies. In 1996, the
burglary sate for wrban dwellens in cities with a
populstion of 1 million or mone was 3 shocking
62 per 1,000 houscholds. By 2013, that figure bad
dnfted downward (o just 22 per 1,000, The 2013
wth:mmmﬂzz
while it wa in rural areas, at
3 per 1,000, acconding o the BIS%s §Fnimizasian
Amalysii Tosd, Hence, burglary had shifeed from 2
big oty problem 0 a hesdsche of country hving.
Iz appears thar 3 fmiby’s Gooncial s, deci-
sions about where to lve, and everyday bohavion
determine, to sme degree, whether s burglar
invades thetr personal space.

FOCUSING ON MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT
Stealing Cars for Fun and Profit

Aboat 556,000 houcholds suffered 3 vehicle theft
for an amempied vehicle theft) during 2013, a
dight bump up from previous yean, according to
the NS Thar volume of incident raplated
a rate of a litle more than five vehicle thefis for
every 10N howseholds. The UCR for 2013 indi-
eated tha police departments scrom the country
meocived almost TOOLMD complamts aboot comi-
pleted o atempted thefis of cars, vans, ek,
buncs, motorcyeles, and ATV from howuscholds
{ansd sho from basinewes and sgencie, which
explams why tho fgare 5 langer tham the number
of vehicle thefis estimated by the NCVS), yielding
a rate of a biv over 220 theftn for every 100,000
mhabiant. Therelore, both offical soorces confinm
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that vehicie theft takes place much Jew often than
larceny or burglary but s much more common
than any of the serou viokent crimes in the FRI'S
crime index.

Surprisingly, some commentaton nustskenly
pomrayed suto thelt = the “happy cime™ in
wihich no one lowes amd everyone gaim (soc Plate,
1975), Ther sgument proposes that the chiel
makes money and that the owner s reimbursed
by the imuorance company and then enpoyvi the
plessure of shopping for 2 new car. Meanwhile,
the manufacturer gins 3 cusbomer who wasn't
due hack in the thowroom for another couple of
yean, and the msirance company gets 3 chance to
mise comiprehensive fire and theft los premiums
and invest that money i profizable ventures

But 1n scruality, most victiin of auto thefi ane
quite upser for 3 number of remons, Many motor-
ists devode 2 great deal of ume, cffory, and boving
care to keeping their vehicles in good shape, Sec-
ond, the shock of ducovening that the vehicle van-
ished touches off 2 seme of vialstion and insecuriey
that lingers for a long ome. Third, not all cwners
purchase theft coverage, waually beesuse they cans
not afford i, Even thow who are msured slmoss
always must suffer 3 hefty dedocible out of their
own pockets, and they might owe more on the car
loan than the wehicle un worth, so the imuanoe
pavoll docs not cover the outstanding halance
they must repay. Personal items left in the vehicle
are pone, as are any expemive add-on. The lon &
alwayy unanticipated. necemitating Time-wasting
mmgﬂuynumrnmhuﬁl’ng:mlﬁnx
a police wation, taking cabs, meoting 2 car, and
canceling imponam appointments. Many end up
buving 3 more expenuve replscement. Fmally,
mobonss who oollect misrance reumburenien
might find that enher their premiome arc rabed
or their policies cannot be repewed.

Collectrvely, vehicle thefts cost owners nearly
$4.1 billion, with losics averaging ncardy $6,000
per stoden vehicle in 2013, the U'CR reported
{Fil, 2014}, Insurance coverage for comprehen-
sve fire and theft damages and lowss oot the
average pohcyholder abour 5140 per year (I11,
2011},

Victioms of grand thefi aute (aho t2rmed grand
larcenry auto, or GLA) ought to notify the police
immediarely, since the authonties will amame that
the owner wa behind the wheel o thar ssolen
wehicke B involved i a crime, suich a1 a hit-
and-run, o & wied 1 2 getyway car in a bank rob-
bery. Abso, there i a chanee of recovering it if the
police locate the vehide after it i pulled over fora
malfic viokton, parked, or sbandoned, IF & i
imured for comprchemive fire and theft damage
and low, 3 caxee number From 3 bw enforcement
agency will be necesiary m onder fo reccive

[
;%
:
's'

hine, based on NCVS findings, portrays yearly rares
ufd:«rﬂ: of noncommeraal vehicles disclosed 1o

that rates of suto theft rose durning the lawe 1950x,
mcached an all-time high at the stant of the 1990k,
subsided a1 the rwenticth century drew o 4 close,
and then dropped fervhet dsering the fine 13 yean
of the twenty-fire century (ambling an mpres-
sive 40 percent just from 2H] o 110, according
to the UCR),

By contrse, however, theftn were climbing
afier the bic 199k for one type of vwehicle: motor-
oycles In 1998, about 27 000 were atolen. That
muinber doubled to more than 55,000 by 2000,
then soared to around 7100 in 2004 before
ping hack down to 56,000 in 20059 and 46,000 m
2012 As more motercycles filled the roads and 2
they became mofe expenive, their spmactivenss to
thicwes rose. Motoroycliss bivmnh grest attenton on
their chembed posisidons by mblling  high-
performance engines and exhawst prstems, chromed
parts, and specialized frames. The most often solen
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A CLOSER LOGE AT THE VICTIMS OF INTERPERSONAL CRIMES OF TIOLENCE AND THEET

5

17

= NCVE rate
- CH e

) /AN
AN\

NCVE Rate (per 1,000 househelds)

Sy

B [ R A e e B N B BN S BRI N o e pw A S M e e o ol

NM#MJJH#@MMMMWFﬁ”@

FIGURE &5 Trends in Motor Yehicle Thefts, United States, 1973-2013
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brands were Honds, Yamoha, Somibk, and
Kaowasiki Hardey-Davidhon, despite being the
moat popular bike, ranked in fifth place, comprsing
st & percent of all miuing motoreyelen The high-
est thefi mics burdeped ownen m Califomza,
Florids, Texas, Morth Capolina, and Indisna. The
aties whene 4 lot of the sealing took plice were
Mew York. Las Vegas, San Dicgo, Indiznapolis, and
Muam. Jui hke ndmg stealmg thows  scaonal
vanations; Maore thefa sre camed out in the
surminer than in the winter (Scafidi, 2015}

Which Motorists Should Be Most Concerned
When Parking?
A ruck is stolen from the parking o of @ botel.
Trdide i ane three presidential ssds, e boremar,
and $200, 000 wonth of electmmis equmpemen,

iscluding a ickeprompier. The ik is revovered 8
e iy biter—it wnas abandsied [ the parking
knt o wineitoer: ool anid loaced of @ Righ-poed
andis system. The Diepartment of frvesn-
guates ohe theft of the mngianded trucke from the Loy,
whiich waes moviroend by dsed dirn TV, bue is
wmable Jo determine if thiv iy it & crime

of oppounity or wheiber the equipment woed by
President Cbama do deliver speeifes was specifically
unpered, (Cieller, 2011).

Thie cheft of 2 ruck from the presdent’s enton-
rge B wrely 3 nee occumence, but @ undencores
the Bt that determined thicves can steal slmone any
vehicle.

To begin 2n investigetion into differential msks,
it i necewmary o sk, “Which can do thieves find
most attractive:” The chances of losng a velucle
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depend upon 1t make, model, and year. A prme
eomideration center on the appeal or black market

value of the vanow can, SUVe vam, and pickup
trucik 1o those who nake 3 iving by repestedy
fencing itolen parts. Professonal thicves poow] the
streets looking for pukes and models on
their shopping lies. Which parked can do they
enter and drive away most ofien?

The snswer, in the form of 3 ranking of vwehi-
cles, should be firdy strightdorwand. Conmirners
need to know this informution when shopping
for used car (brand wew models do not yet have
track records) if they are concerned about the
chances of their vehicles spimted swsy or sbout
the coss of imaring them—premiums to cover
comprehensive thelr and fire damage (coversge
for colleioms and personal injures B mare linpor-
tant and morne expensive). o other words, crime-
comciows motorsss ought w be aware of how
desirable or undemipable their pnred possswions
are o thieves crnisng sround. Bur each year, the
answer to the question, “Which cars are ssolen the
moat” depends upon wiich organiznon i asked
and which criteria were used to compile the rank-
g (e Gibson, 2004), Three ditince Intings: that
bear litde resemblance 1o each other appear in
Table 4.5.

For vehicks solen dunng 2013, the bst in the
second column in Table 4.5 presenss the manking
derived by the Mational [mumance Cnme Bureau
(MNICH). The NICH analyzes police car theft reporn
aucmbled m the datsbaw maintained by the FBI
Manonal Crme Information Center ([NCIC) cach
year, During 2003, sbout hall of 2ll molen vehicles
were made by domestic auomuakers and half were
produced by forcign mansficturen. What the rank-
ing docs not thow i that 3 high proporion of the
wehiches stolen doring 2013 were very old. For
cxample, most of the neardy 54,000 Honda Accords
that were salen acrom the naton dunng 3013 fre
hit the rosd during the 1990x relatively few
Acconds manuferured after 1997 were mken rom
ther nightful ownen (pot shown i Table 4.5). This
pattern i surpising af fot until it boncalieed that the
older can arc stolen o be wrpped of their sheet
metal pars, which are then med to repair crash-
dumaged newer carn—unlen the manufacnurer
chanyges the dimensions of the biter modeds (Scafidi,
2014k,

But what abowr the theit of brand new cars? If
only 2013 mikes and modeh that wene solen
somewhene within the LUinited Statey durmg 2013
are the fooos of aention, then an entrely diffeeen
Ist emerges. This mnking sppears in the thind

TABLE 45  Which Vehicle Dwnrs Suffersd the Most Thefis?

A Wehiclen Floles Dusning Oaly Hew 700 3 Hadsls Theiy Eadls of 7011 MHadela

2013 Muks/Medsl NICR Saglen Daring 2013 HICR Staden Daring 2011 NETSL Esis par 1,000
1 Hoadafacened [T FarT— )
2 Honda/Civic Metosbusko, Galamt .
3 CherroletPitkup Trucks Foisl Tull Sise Picknp Caslillaef3TS P
& Tramd,Fickup Tracis Toyots/tomls Tambombic Tl ardo &
5 Togeta, Camry Cherrysdet, Lmpila Byandal/ Aoent i
& Dasdge/Pocknsy Trsti Etyuslad Tlasdan Chevelel,/HHE 3
T Desdge/Caravan Dosdge, Charger Chrevolet kvec ]
# Sew Ehercikes Cherinket Matibn Cheioted Tapati 1
¥ Teyota /ol Chwrriaterl Tnasr Kear, Enfisty FLI3 ]
10 Nimanfiines Ford/Feoum MsuaeT-E L ]

BEITES: Colmmn 1 MR racéosgs e fased oo o graed fotd of She vember of thefis of 3 pebsnds wabe sl mesiel maraiaiseed m prevaros peas

that ek sholis Srisg ML atvandisg s Be PR MO0 dafchoie,

Colmn - N8 rarviogy s hamd nn Lhe sl of (el of o pasticsie mube od nedsl nussiactend @ FD02-79005 tat wesy solen duitng

E00Y, sewrding ta ehe PR WO delabdes.

Commn 3 NHTSA raskisgs e ow does Dmm e FECs BOC o well B soseleriaeyy| petarties, sk Thefl s @ ped 1000 wiicles
maralnrt el gl i o the D5 ol dedesg PO aod b sesablled o2 i Dl ssbasrel it

SOURCE: T bt Brom MICH choatiln. 200bk socomd st from BO0R [Rreewt. 20046) sl et from NWTA (POT4).
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A CLOSER LOGE AT THE VICTIMS OF INTERPERSONAL CRIMES OF TIOLENCE AND THEET 119

column. It aleo was compiled by the NICB and
derived from the FBI's NCIC database.

{dﬂnq!ﬂ”jﬁlfmrrl.lm can of thi type on
{&lnqmll}_ This lisr from dtNmuul

(NHTSA)
in the FBI's NCIC databae, (No ranking system
s insrance company files about vehidhes reported
by their ownen a1 stolen.) This anking appean in
the fourth column of Table 4.5.

Orbwioualy, Table 4.5 demomrares that there
are no simple and direct anewen to the crocil ques-
tiona, “Which cam are most sttractive 0 thicvedd™
and “Which drvers should be mow cautions shout
#* The
key risk facvon sppear to be the make, model, and
year of the car; its sesale value; the demand for ot by
chop shops that fence stoloi parts and bow oy or
difficult it & o break o, s up, and deve sway.
lnursnde recond confiem 8 countermiuimve put-
e For several reasons, 35 v ape, they ae
more kkely to be mrgeted. I the model hnes are
peet submtantially redesigned, then wolen sheet imetal
crash pars from the obder can can be wsed by illicit
Abo, older cam are lem likely 1o be cguipped wath
the lates umte-oi-the-art antitheft dovios tha
thiewes have not yet beamed bow o defear.
Another reason i that 2 can wear out and depre-
cate, therr ownen have lon incentive o mauntain
secunny devices i good order and 10 vig-
their lew valushle vehicles Becase most can have
a hife expectancy of 7-10 year, securnity expern
wam ownen never (o let their guard down f(we

Clark and Harm, 1992; NICB Scudy, 1993 and
Kraus, 1994).

Fimally, to make mattens mone commples, the
desinabiluy of particulsr vehicles on the black
market vanes around the country. For example,
thieves conceninted on [apancse models in Los
Angeles, pickup trucks in Dallm, and American
sedans i Chicage, reflecting the preferences of
comsumen in those metropobitan areas (Sparkman,
2003} The mourance industry generates dettiled
fists annually of the most Frequently argeted can
that are txilored for every state and even cach large
city so that companies can maximize their profin
by fine-tuning premiunm to reflec payout w
their local custemens for dheft lowes.

Dhiferental mks are determined by 3 number
of Bcton beibdes the attncuvencs of the taget in
the molen car market. Another set of determinanty
nf:ﬁmmhtd::m:hcrufpm#’muﬂllthmm

and chop thops operating in 3 given ares, 20 well 2
the effectivencs of the efform by lncal police
departments m put them out of busines.

Aa fior peographvy, whiere a vehicle is purked i a
key varable. Ownen in the South snd West wi-
fered submtantially hagher theft mtes than in the
Momh and Midwes: Besidents of wrban aress
reponed sheir can stolen more ofien tan suburba-
nites and people bving in naral areas. The significance
of the grographic fictor & illstrated in Table 4.5,
which demonstrates how impornnt the |ocanion
wheoe the car i parked i when it comes o vehicle
thefi. Ths g of vehacle theft s for many of
the mation’s megropolion ares s haed on dats from
police repons collected by the FIN and aradyeed by
the NICB (Toups, 2004; and Scafidi, 20144).

Fromm 5 motonst's point of vew, ths mnking
mabicates that the meaneit dneets 1o park a car arc @
Calformas’s metropobtn sres. In geoenl, dovens m
Western wates have the most 1o worry sbour in tems
of thewr vetuckes vamshong. Thene who find parking
spaccy in downtown areas af 3 metropolitan ancy us-
ally have even more 1o féar than thole who park
that cy's nearby suborbs. Some anies thar have a
frputition for beng safe n e of Holence, sich
= San Jose and San [hegn, are not w0 afe for parked
cany; conversely, some plices ke Mew Odears amd
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TABLE &6

Mrirepeitan ATes

3 L]
San Francisco,Oakiand, CA 4 ]
Stoeritom, LA 5 3%
Reéding. CA % L+
Spskans, WA r - ]
VallelsFalrfield, €1 ] [
San Jowe Santa Clara. EA ¥ L]
Yubks City, CA ] o
Riwerside/Sen Berrardise, C& n 525
Odessa, TX 1 £ ]
Seartle/Tacoma, WA 13 o0
Hesoed, CA 14 L1
Visalia/Tacbomille, CA 1% v
Saleas, LA % R
Sal Lakes City, UT 17 e
Chicg, CA w [E]
Vakima, WA L] L84
Albagumigue, M o 445
Gronty Pemn R 2 LLL
Okekshoma City, OK ” s
Detiail/Tearbarn. Ml B Lh
Sacuumpatn, CA M 41
Wichiza, K3 F o] a5
Sanm Dibgs, CA F T

WVehicle Theft Rates in U5 Metropolitan Areas, 2013

Metrapairtan Arel

i

Lo hagebenLomg Beach. CA bo 385
Lzl ok, AK 0 1]
Houstem, TX 5 IG5
Allanta, GA il s
Dprrvme - Mama. C0 W b BE]
Nerw Drhmana, LA 51 i
Chrveland O 52 354
Portiznd OF " ]
Hilwales, W1 9 ]
inssi-fort Lesdesdabe, L 11 1.5]
Tacson. AL [} FiE ]
Honstuba HI L] 275
Deallin-Fort Warlh, TI M e
Cheago I B2 55
S Lowia, MO ‘a3 ba L]
Mizseapolis. M-St Faul, Wi m "
Philsdelpdis, P 138 18

HA 45 15
Neew Youk Oy, NY-Bewark, M) %] 1%
Fintabargh. Pk no an
Medigen W] R 4
Bimzhamenn WY Why 45
State College, PR I Fi ]

MITES: Tre lw=mdanes o metrogoliten eemras! mem e Sl by the UL Crmmm gl often ooisds pearty oot soed miornm tesme

Fanceg wann caloubited by L S50F based on (KX takm.
Balad wbi irormdad 6 the Shddeid 5.

AMIECE. WCH, 104k

5%, Lowus that are known to be dungrrous i torms of
being murdered are not o reky when & comel to
leaving vehicles unattended  {refer back 1o Figure
4.1} Dwivers who walk sway from thew can in the
unversey towns of Madson, Wiscomin; Bingham-
o, Mew Yark; and Seste College, Pennsydvanta, can
ook ansisreed (satstcally speaking) that thor vwehicka
will sall be there when they retum.

Combiming the findngs diplayed 1n Tables 4.7
and 4.4, it can be concluded tha motonsns who
drve vehicles that are on theevey” hottest e b
and whe park them on the meanes sreen of cer-
tzin hot spot metropolitan ares Gee ammaully high
oddhs of ducovenng that their prized powcsson has
dizsppraned

Bemdes welicle stmctivenes and  grographsc
locatiion, two other Goton wndy mfluence the
valnenbiliy of o pariced car: the effectivencen of
Bctory-inalled and sfer.marker add-on andthel
devices, and the mmediate - microenvIronment—
swh = mific paters, the preence of absence of
pedotnian, and the mtenmty of hghting at might in
the vicinaty of the arcet, driveway, or kot where the
vehicle a6 unguanded. These two Boons ane under
the coninol of indraduas to some degree, cxcept thar
many miotonsts cannet afford weeore bt expensive
parking srrangements and oosty anatheft hardware.

Chmice agami, vanom ategonies of peeple fice
ciher higher o lower leves of danger from
crminab. 1o ters of difecential rks those who

inggt yiE FREL Canrpnge lasmmaty bl Begrts Fadde rec Blley ol e didewd SRS b Sefeinaed o mbm ol e pans AS0R AT ED 208
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faced the geavest odds of lowng their can were
aparmment dwellens, redidenn of inner-city neighber-
hoods, African-Americans and Hispanic- Americans.
low-income fmile, ad homcholds headed by
people under the age of 25, Thowe whowe can
were least bikely to be solen were pesidenis of rural
arem, homeownen, snd people over spe 55, scoond-
ing to an analyss of a dambase of more than 12
malbon asempied and comipleted vehicle thefis dis-
cloied te NCFS intervicwen botween 1973 amld
1985 [Harlow, 1988,

[3ecades later. the pattern was smilsr. Motom
in big cities with 3 populsnion of 3 million or more
los thetr can to thicwes 2t 3 rote of 10 per 1000
houscholds per year. In mural areas, the theft mee
way ondy 3 per 1,000, White Gnubes bving m the
suburls expenenced a velicle thelt mate of 2, while
black famibies living in cities suiffered much more,
ncady 9 thefts per 1,000 bowschelds. Cars ownsed
by people between 20 and 34 yean old drappeared
at & rate of @ per | 000 howcholds, compared m
jus 2 for motorias over 635, acconding to the BJS's
Vitrlmization Anatysis Tool of NTIS 2003 data,

It scenm that diven’ decnsoms sbout where o
resde, deumﬁmhhl—m
otler ther amimodes and  behovios—
mwm&mﬁt&cﬂ'mm

FOCUSING ON INDIVIDUALS WHOSE
IDENTITIES WERE STOLEN

The erime o idemtity thefi wodermmmes she basic fron
owt adrich ooer pcowmomy depeads. B Ten o peeson Rales
ol an Lneienaicr policy, o miaker an onbine purchuse
oF opens @ savings acound, be or she must hav
conifidence that personad Fadmiial sfermation uall be
wnd freatcd with care. Mendity el har
ol only (0 diven eotions, bup alio many busiseoses
il puastouvsrrs whose confidenor 5 chalsw. Libr ogher
o o stealimg, identity thefl fraves the i poor
aid fookimg herrilly salaed,
PRESDENT CooRGE s, 2004 (s o
FGMING THE ITHNTINY THEFT FERALTY ENHANCE-
MEENT ACT)

The Nature of the Problem and How Many

Throughout history, people secking to evade cap-
mire have wied disgoisey, fabie paper, and aliases w
pais themmielves off o lomeone chie. Spiei, ubo-
tevim, infiliratars, termoris, and fugitives from jus-
oo wied Benntiows histories, documents, and
rhumés o fool authorites. But now computer
domabares and high-tech devices provide incen-
tves for impersonstons for a different  resson:

The wﬁl‘y new, moresingly sophisticated,
and wmrpnsingly common white=collar crime of
identity theft arises from the illegal sppropration
of smeone's penonal informaton—such o the
individual's name, addrew, dare of birth, Social
Security number, and mothers maiden name,
Edentity fraud & defined a4 the unauthanzed use
of anather moividual’s nfornation o
iry to achieve ilhicit financial gain. Identity thefis
are mewured aoatempted 33 well & wecesful
mupmies of these penoml identificn to lost an
exiting account (for example, a bank wvings or
checking sccount) or to open & new acoount (for
inance, with a telephone or credit cand com-
panyl, plus impenonations for other fraudulent

refund) (Javelin Sorategy and Research, 2011; and
Langton and Platy, 20 1.

Even though identity theft & o rebovely new
type of offernc, 1 draws upon trsbitonsl inerper-
sl crimes such o pickpocketng, thievery, rob-
hwrdhuﬂwﬂ'mﬂmuwﬂamhbhd
white-collar crimes like torgery, counterfeiting,
fravd, and impenonation. For cxample, those wha
seal cars might be able to parday a vehicle theft mm
an identity theft i the driver left 3 copy of the
license or regamition in the ghove companment
aoal 3 Laptop, unartphobe, brefiase, or wallet in
the munk (ITRC, 20043). Cutting-edge cnminals
morcaungly commst  ther offtnscs oaline by
compromimg  other proples exotng  Intermet
sccouns {sach a8 Amazon, ¢Bay, and PayPal).
These high-tech frauditers alio engage in account
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tkeovess m which they add new propernes o
somebody ehe’s existing wility account (usch a8
for a wmanphone) and man op huge unamnhorired
changes for premium services (Javelin, 2004).

Mo one i o from being preved upon,
not even the most wealthy and povileged, as the
following example shows

A pursr, containing o thecklook and a Social

Serurity card, is swiped from the wife of the

chigirman of the Fedesal Reseove Bank ulsile

shve ia eitting in @ coffer shop. Monilo beier, ¢

womi 5 arreched ude ey wig 0 impersemate

hier wigtims when cashing bod checls aud

draining their aceosts. It fumes owt ohat she i

port of @ rephistivated nimg that defrauded marr

than §2 miffion from humdreds of people who
burileerd at 10 Mrawicial ivistibstions. (Loca and

Melago, 2009}

Victiom of identity theft were discovered dur-
ing the 199 when nearly all wate legilamures
eriminalired the unlawifil posesion of peronal
identificarion  information for the purpeses of
conunigting fraud, Hearngs beld by congremional
commmittees dunng the 1990k nevealed thar police

waally did not view diveduals
whose identities were sppropriated by franduens
& actual victims, unce the immediate monctary
Tesses usially were incumed by credit cand compa-
nics, not sccount holders. In 1998, Congres
pasied the Identity Theft snd Asumption Doter-
repce Act. The legslaton made it 2 federal crime
to knowingly tander snd uie any name or num-
ber without vl authonty in order to commit
or aid snd abet any ilegal sctvity. The low not
only imposd il senicnces and fines on thos
who conurumed ths new federal affense but aba
stipulated that the mmpersonsted tndnvidual wa 2
CrinE VicTim of financial protecuion and
entitled to resnbunement via count-ordered -
tution obligations impocd on comacted thicves.
However, a perdment problem & that this crime
often pocs wnreported, wminvesagaied, andfor
umiolved. In 2000, the Intérmational Anociation
af Chiefs of Police (IACF) uged police depan-
mients that were reloctant 10 accept complaints

revne ther polices and provide moident reports
and other forms of askmnce to impesonited
individuah (Newman, 2004). A provision of the
Far snd Accunte Credit Tranuctions Ace of
2003 erubled customeni to get one free credit
com) s they can check for any surpicious activity
in their sccounts at the three major companies.
Congres authorized the Deparement of Home-
land Security to get mvolved when it pased the
REAL 1) act in 65 (NCJRS, 2005; Kellcher,
Wi and Prendent’s Task Force, 2007). Stare
Laws require companies and agencies o notfy
their custosnens and clients o that they can be
vigilant whenever the pemonal infermation in
their reconds i stolen by hackens.

Repons of [ thetts do not wind up in the
tllies of inciklents known to the police in any
acacgory of Famr | of the FUl's U'CR. Akhough
the huge grouvping entitded “larceny-theft™
inclodes all kinds of actv of stealing, whether
petry or grand lancenies, it ipecifically excludes
apeens of ddennity thefs thar appear in Parr 2
(but only il there B an armea), sach a1 emberzle-
menty, forgenes, check fraudy, and coofidence

and other scams (Velasquez, 2013 In
other wonds, becamse of outdated delinitions,
scts of stealing camied owt by breaking a window
or waiching an unguarded pune are counted,
while incidens of sealing perperrated by wsing a
skimmer, & keyboard, or 3 spyware program ane
not connted a5 larceny—thefis

Sevenal problems continue o undermine the
cffcvtivenon of effvrts by biw enforcement spricio
to come 1o the sid of idennity theft victima. Firsr,
many officen bodk pecewary aming, and  their
departments bick the needed sesoureei to provide
complications underout an agency’s ComUTItMen
t [liow through on a complant. When a wicam
m onc city report 6o 2 local police department thae
3 thief ot wolen penonal mformation and B carry-
ing out mudolent financil mamacons in ancther
ciy, wate, or country, which liw enforcement
investigation through o completion?
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If the authontes seem ansympathetic, betray
skepriciam, and appear telucmmt o offically file
their compling and wke scoon, vicmme under-
wandably get upser, They semse that they wre
bemg nspected of wrongdomng 2 they Al om
formes that muost be notarized, ielephone

rating bureaus. They bear the burden of proaf’ and
are held fmancially reiponuble unlon and untl they
can establish ther innocence and clear their names.

Becase law enforcement coumtcnmeasancs e
not yei effective, identity snatchers know that the
risks of apprehension, conviction, and punidhment
mnhﬁvdth.whﬁlhmmmﬂﬂ?
m:l:upmw to mvesingate, opeoally when iml-
tiple jurisdictions are involved In fact, offenden
explait these problems by msusng the stolen infor-
mation far from the onginal crme wene, preferbly
in anather county, sate, or country (Calling and
Hoffman, 2004).

Losses and Suffering

3 penaon's finances, reputstion, and credis hstory, o
well a5 case grest emiononal distres thas can tnig-
gor mhbonship problom. A Gngeted  individual
ating because the burden of proving innoeocnce Bk
o the vicom,

Idenury theft can be viewed at going through a
scticy of sages. People diocover they have been
preved upon when they pet 3 ll from 3 credit
card frand divimon or when 3 puchase & declined
at the poknt of wale becare 3 cand’s hiat bhad been
by 3 bill collecor demanding payment on 2 delin-
quent acoommt or when 3 monthly statement
marked “overduc” amves i the mal Othens
notice nsuthoreed charpes on codit cand sate.
mene, poculiar and cosily long-disonce alls on
phone bills, cabed or bounced checks they never
wrote, of wipichoms withdowak from ther bank
accounts. [n extrenie caes, they discowver they

have been targeted when the pobos ke them
inter cusmody 2 2 flgitive on an oustnding war-
rant, and then it becomses clear that a lawbreaker
was relesed after showing fibe documents and
pm-ﬁng bail, It can take weeks, months, nsaybe

cven yeurs before individuah become aware that
they have been tangeted becane the crooks wane
0 et away with the charde for a5 long as posible.
Some don't discover the extent of the damage untl
they are denied new eredit canth, tumed down for
wudent  boams, dsconnected from  wrilities, or
charped exira high interedt i for morigages and
car loars, Crut-of-pocket expenses and ome spent
on paperwark depend on how long it take to din-
cover the fraud {(Colling and Hoeffman, 2004). Ik
wkes lower income and lew educated people longer
w discover the impenoation and comeguently
they suffer more, in oerms of problens with cheir
sccounts, harzsament by debi collectons, and wnlity
omtofh (Mewnan, 2004).

103 theft poses 2 special problem for military per-
sanre], civilizm working for defere contractan, and
emplvyees of the criminal justice system who need
wcungy chearinces. A penon who wim defrauded
might be comsdensd 2 secunty sk and could be
denied a clearmnce or might have the prvilege of
scoens 1o clofied infommation revoked i a back-
pound check s up evidence of 3 maxed out
oredit cand, bounced checks, or an amat that really
was the Bailt of an impersonytor (Velagqoer, 2014)

¥ scama and awindles exact 3 seriom woll on
society a1 2 whaole, adding up o billions of dollirs in
losses annually. New account fraud i more costly
but lewt fredquent. Depletion of extating sccounts i
Iea commaon but more expengive to recover from.
Busmencs sniam most of the fmanoal loso
became individusls wasally are not held sespongble
fior charges that tum out 1o be fraudulent. But indi-
viduak collectively spend billions in their efforn w
repaar thewr credn wonthmess, Indrnduaks also maifer
indirect costs in the form of busincacs” cxponscs for
fraud it &0 ot revenue that aire passed on
w them as higher feex; for kegal bills oo pay for aml
Itigation initoted by croditon over dispoted pur-
dmaﬂﬁwﬁirmhﬂ':rﬂ;wﬂ.rﬁ:‘n!hq
endure while undoing the damage infliceed by the
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mpostor (Presdent’s Task Force, 2007, p. 1)
Adding bulines lomes to conmmer expenss, eaxch
imsciclenit mvight cos froen $2,800 o $5, 100 (Piquenm,
Cohen, and Piquero, 201 1)

Just an the different datsbases vacld incomsngent
dence, amd pwenty-fing-century trombs, w0 100 2
there varying estimases of the acnal collecmve coss
of thu white-collsr come, and whether overll
limses are increming of decreasing.

Oreer 312 billion was low due to identity thes
ihat took plice dunng 2H 0, and that fgure nearly
doubled to $25 bilbon during 2012, scconding fo
theNCP’Sulﬂwm[l-lmnmdme
2013). However, the imprewion that losses ane

scif-peport survey that wses a broader definition
but 2 smaller wmple. ldenney frands of all kinds
cost Amenicans 348 billlon in 208, rose 1o §56
bilion in 2009, and then plunged to 837 billion
in 2010, further tumbled o 521 billion in 2002,
and added up to 3 mere $18 ballion in 2003 Javebin,
2011, 2014},
ﬂnmnmmwamﬁrdn"hwiﬂ
their  vacrmes?™

ot existing change acooums and obtan new credin
cards in their target's name and then mn ap huge
bills the are igmorod. 1) thicves empry poople’s
wwvings scoounts and pan bad checks (snother type
of sccount takeovers). They socure car loans chat
will never be repmd based on another person'’s
credit histary and enjoy ining g heat, clectriciey,
ciell phones, and landlines while darcgarding the
costs and comsequences of overdue il They
deve around snd pet dckets with 3 locse dhay
has their picture but someone ehe’s name, apply
for government benefis and wx refundy they
dhdn't carn, got hived for jobs by pretending 1o be
an applicant with better credennal, and may even
et arrewted under an asumed name before jumping
lbail and dissppeanng.

One pecubise sipect of deniity thefi is b par-
sitical maoure: the offersder, unles detected and put
out of sction, offen repeatedly feeds off the same

mhluﬁhszﬁ:.nmd'ﬁ-:ﬂwhﬁdnn as the per-
house. Credst card fraud wan the most common

cgory. Oher scanw, epecully credit card fraud,
the yeans unce X, 51 3 comparinon of the per-
oentage of mw the FTC in columns 2, 3,
and 4 in Table 4.7 reveah

Finding from the NCFS show a slightly dif
ferent mnking. The 2012 NCFS projected cthat
unmithoreed we of an cxnng credic card wa
the mos widespread pmhlrrn mofe  oaTnen
than draming an exsong wvings or checking
account of wung personal informotion to open 3

new credit cand account or o secure o loan
illil-lh.m} In 2000, the most prevalent type
of sam contmucd @ be the unawihonzed ise or
attemipred wie of 3 crodu card, cxpenenced by 38
percent of all respondents, which projected to 4.6
million pemoes across the country. The second
ment commaon vpe of theft was from 2 bank's
dehit, chocking, or avingp sccoumt. Porhaps as
muany a 1.8 percent of all houschalds, adding up
o 25 many 3 22 million people experienced this
miinibon in 2000, Betwieen 2005 and 2000, there
wat a decline i the auember of howweholds that
wiffered becase some impomor wad fudulent
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TABLE &7  How Victims of Identity Theft Were Hurmed, Ratiosaride, 2006, 2010, 2012

Tetsl Fumber of Total Number of
Cempduiniy 3004 Complaisty 3010
el Rows] 51,000 200,000

Percentage of All Peroeniage of All

Ferceniege of Al

Wature of the Crime Camiplainty Complainty Complaints
Coeditt Card Prawd

Charging &rmi ke amisting soceunls 1n 7 ]

Dptming w Bocout) i Chels pames 15 L] 1
Baal Frauds

Drainirg ecichng acrounty L] 3 ¥

Rereving electronic Pand tranahen ] 5 i

Dpenizg tiw aoCoURt in thiin nase | 3 ¥
Usilicies Frassd

Getiing & new orll phone in their nemes 7 & 4

Getting & new ielephone bn thel names [ 2 1

GErEing SRS o7 el BEVICE B TheS R § ¥ ¥
Loan Praud

Taicing oot busnems,penonal/thodent ksany in thiss namses 3 2 z

Taicing ot swrin Tosne,Teasen i their names H 1 i

Talting ool modtgapes in thedr names 1 1 1
Exvployment-Relaced Foaad

Workeng under their victim’ namey 1" 1 1
Erovernmesd Documes Frands

Fiang falm tax rrbarrs for refands o thelr ramwes and wage famad [ | " b -]

Dbtacning driver’s Loenses m their names 1 1 1
Al Otheer Pespobes end Wiy, inclsding sttempty 4 3 ] n

NI Lot wetwtewd Ty e Dedeial Towde Copimiases, [TTT} b clivalianls foed paiiacipeliog spanes wies sossled o7 Le e sadies
L5200 Fer the calendan yrm. Pewestsses orneed 10 prrvest doe by mande st beuns mee vicues wen damed in mome thas ane way
SOMCE Fedmal Fedsesl Tods (smndbeies Seariasl Newek (FIT, PORI. POR4)

documents, such = to obtsin undeserved medical
preatment charged 1o someone ele’s health msur-
ance policy, of to pretend 1o be the viciim wheis
stopped by the pobce for a tralbc violabon or a
meore senom ofcnse {Langron, 2011).

However, citimates and progections about the
actual amount of wfferng vaned dramarically
according to different sources. For example, only
1 percent told NCVS interviewen in 2002 dhat
the imperonstion cased significant problesm st
work or swchool And mercly 4 percent sud they
experienced dgnibicant relitonidiip problems with
their famibes and fnends bocase of the theft. Omly
14 percent of thowe who discovered thist dvesr iden-
taty had been appropnsted by an mmpostor expen-
enced any  oot-of-pocker Of  these
witfortunate perotn, aboul half loa les dian 5100,
As for agpravation, over half of all victims were able

10 resolve amy problems in jue one hour up to one
doy. However, nearly M) percent spent a month or
maore straphtening out the wen in which their
good names were wed for fraudulent purposes. Aa
for their penonal reactons, 10 percent told mnter-
vicwers that the thefl cawed swvere emonons] dis-
erem, and about 25 percent reported modente levels
of dimtres. When crocks opened brand new
acooumts and ran up big bills, thetr vicrims: exper-
enced grester Aruncisl, credit, and relationahip pro-
Henw and more miense emobons! datress, (Hamell
andl Langtan, 2013).

However, according 1o a different wervey, the
average fraod bos per incident cost victiom about
630 m out-of-pocket expenses i 2000, a2 substan-
il merease from the 2000 comote of aboue $3590
per incident. The snount of tme o ook codmg
men to undo the dumage from an sdentity theft
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fomped o 33 hours from 21 houn in 2009 Jevelin,
2011),

In sum, resctions can range fom 3 manor
snnoyance and maybe even mild somsement (m
terms of what the thicves purchased wsing credst
cards) to fury sbout a comphcaed and cosly
murs. A 3 renult, 3 conage indumry ha sprmg op
over the pant decade to address the public’s fears and
genuine concerns abowt preventing identity theft
mdmwm;&unlhﬂmpuuuﬂm
mers’ financal reconds for sespiciow activities and
intercede to repalr the damege of succenful mper-
soratiom take plice. Whether the fees thew com-
panies charge and the aomual services they deliver ane
really 3 wise investment and wonh the cxpemes
have not yet boen evahusted by vichmalogasts.

The emotional wll of uying to resore ther
finanoal reputition R Clusc MME ViCOHS o
become highly suspiciow of other people’s motives
and profoundly disnaseful of officiak and agenoes
they had counted upon to belp them. A wide range
of regponses are possble, from denial oo humiliston
o outrage. The level of distren i compounded if
the crime i never solved and the reall name of the
thief oever becomes known. Some fieel over-
whelmed amd powedes, & well 30 shamed and
embarmased for sppeanng o be spendthnfis and
dezadbeats. Otherns jom sell-help goun that have
wetsites to share sivice and faoliste manusl sip-
por with those who know firthand what it is ke
to repair 3 lifetme recond of credit worthines
(Banch-White, 2002, and Savape, 20013).

Is the Problem Growing or Subsiding?

How muany people know what it 5 bhike o be
impenonated? How rapidly sre their mnks mcren-
ingF Tio address these concems, it is necesary 1o ask
“What are the yeudy moudence and longer tenn
prevalence rarc?™ A wade range of esimates can
be found becase of varatiors i the defnatons
wsed {whar & inchuded and excluded) and the meth-
adi af collecting data foomplants fled v arvey
findings and subsequent progections to the entire
population). Incombarncis about defmitiom of

ins dimensions are changing over time. Bot the find-
ings of these three monitonng efforn do not aiwayy
nutch or comeide. The offi-repeated warng that
idenuiry thefi 3 Amenca's Guest growing coime
nphes 2 mﬂywudmd.lhuudﬂuhm
venfy. Dhiferent cn be derived from
the dsts smembled in Table 4.5,

The NCFE 6 d valuible sowroe of etimatess
shout the and mcidence of identity
thefi. Cheeshhons about identity thefi wene added
to the NCPS in 2004, The percentage of victim-
ired households roee between 205 and 2007 from
5.5 1o 7.3 percent bur then dedined 3 bit in 2010 ta
7 percent. Figures for 2011 are not availsble, bot in
2012 the proportion remained comiant it 7 pescent
of that yesr's mample. Therefore, the proportion of
the wmpl: that his experienced wdentory thefi had
leveled out n e of sheer numberns, an ew-
mated 166 million pemons experienced one or
msare wsocessisl RO OF JTCIPIE 3E inpenon-
stion i 2012 Owver M million people over the age
of 16 had experienced one or more incdens of
sieempied or completed identity thefi at some
point in their lives 5 of 2012, scconding tw the
NCVS (Harrell and Langson, 2013) (e the thind
column in Table 4.5).

The FTC opertcs an identity  theft  data

called the Consormer Sentinsl
Network. It receives informiation from abour 150
bw enforcement agencies and collect detals from
anline complint farms and calls to it hodine ($77-
IDTHEFT). The FTC baes s catimates about
how many people have had their identities solen
on vrveniied moident reporis that bave been pour-
ing iy o this : MBCE i W ST up
i 1997 (FTC, 2011). From these complunits, the
FTC proj char 35 many 25 8 million Amercans
wmiffered from a brnh wath identfy theft durng
2008, That figure rose to an cwmated 9 mallion
during 2000, Ad for the acthis] sumber of oorm-
phing, they praked m 3608 and then declined,
but bounced back o an all-time high in 2012
befiore shipping a bit in 2013 (FTC, 20614) (see the
swennd column i Table 4.8).

Diaggriggin JbL Canpags Lasmmivg il Bagrns Baddevact ey oot be doend banmnd. b g mas. © whas o o part #CH 51 HD-200




A CLOSER LOUE AT THE VICTINS OF INTERFERSONAL CRrMES OF FIOLENCE AN THEFT 127

TABLE &8

Sraroe of Ditimate
Ca=plainks xnd Frojeciions

Estimates Aboust the Rumbsér of Ientity Theft Victisu per Year, 2001-2013

Federal Treds Comminaion (FTC)

Hativnal Crbme Victimitaliva
Smrwey (FOVY) Homichadds

Jivedln Hoategy and

o 80,000

o LELO00

ik} 215,000 1% Milon =
04 247.000

05 P00 EIM =
F0e 248,000

aar 255,000

o 18000

fe ] ITR.O00

ana PH1.000 = 4 M
Zalt TR0

W12 345,000

fld ] 70000

ot rriclably

Bt avisadle Bt dailaide
Bod raslabie not arailyile
1EW =50 not aailaie
A M= 55% fl dvailaaie
AN =87% 108 M

PEY BN YL (154 )

e pvasluble (PN
LiH = 1.07% (ER
LM = 1% lor M

Bl iraslable e

Ir M= row rA g ]

B FFalible 1L N = L%

Faa thie lawels surery, e nenben and jasomsisgen el b o sdall U1 msibmis
SUMEES: FIE = Sestinel sbad rejuirta, TOOT-01 & A0S VT — M P04 RO Mol e Lidgiont. POVE: Lasjfom, 211 Largton aed Mardy,

FUIL Derean, PULN: FOIAL

Dast the number of bdeatity thelt victims
reached pew haghn in 2000 before dropping
back in 2010, The number of victom then rose
substantially for the pext three yean and w 2013
was not far below ity all-pme high, sccording w
an anniual seli-repon wirvey spomared by 3 fnancial
services company (lavehn, 2014} (soc the s ool
i in Takle 4.H).

In sum, o of 2013, the problem of identty
theft had sabilized a1 an imolersbly high level
thet was bothensome to milboms of people cach
year, scvonding 1w the Jussice depanmen’s seli-
foport sevey. 3 prvale company s anmual ey,
and the federal government’s repository for con-
gt complunt, HRegnden of which of thee
three wources of data is cited, two condusion
maust be dawn from Table 4.8 R, in oo of
mends, the problem of identiry theft b no longer
wesdily geming wone with each praing year, Sec-
and, !nmnfwbmﬁtqwmdwp-wd
estmaites of many milbom of mdividoak
houscholds afiicted by idenoty theit arc Ilil.ll:h
grester each year chan the totl nomber wilfenng
from senows property cmmes, @ moonded by the

L'CR s well a3 the NCFS The ks of those
who werne impenonsted by an impostor far oul-
pumber the sum wal of people whow homes
were burglanped and whow motor vehacles were
stolen.

A with other categonies of interpenional come,
undarcporung  underouts the accumcy of these
ofhcial and wnofficial ianstic. Some penani wha
detect telltale sgom of idengty theft do not bring
their monetsry oroubles 1o the stention of law
enforcement agencies, and some who do ek ssn-
e are rebulfed bn both 3000 and 2003, mow
proom {3 litthe over 60 percent) who contacted
the FIC o file 3 complune thar their sdentitics
were stolen dhio notificd 3 bw enforcement agency
sbour thewr gmaton. However, 7 percent aaid thar
vhe police would not tke their repon {FTC, 2011;
H14). Repomng rates to the police 2enually mighe
be much lower and declining when messured by 3
different micthod. OF all those who told mter-
sbout 17 perend Gled compluna with their local
Lw endosecement sgency in 2007, acconding to the
NCES (Langron and Planty, 20000, By 212, the
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reporang rate o the police had sbipped 0 2 mere
5 percent (although neardy %0 percent reponted the
riviaise 10 3 credic card company or bank, 9 percent
contacted 8 credic bureau, and 6 percent contacted
one of the credit montorng services |[Harell and
Langron, 2003]).

Who Faces the Greatest Risks?

Several obstacles hamper attempts o derive aocu-
raze estimates of the frequency of dhese thefts and
the profile of those who are tarpeted most often.
Firs, some people do not yet know that imposton
have swaemed their identitics. Second, tome victims
are not aware that the FTC has been designated a5
the national cleannghowse for complainn. Thind,
ccﬂmmd:nl.ilﬂ:.ﬂhnm-nmmﬁr‘m
mneport their personal finsncial problems o bw
enforcement agencics and government hodines for
an asorement of reasorn, For example, bustneses
might fear thar discloemures wall harm their repota-
vy, while individuals might decide thae the time
it will take will not be worh their eroublbe.

One of the earlier sitempts to denve a profile
of the avenge victim determined that the typical

age wa 42, the plaoe of readence waa a3 lage
metropalitan area, and the amaoune af time it mok
the penon o detect the fraod wa 14 months
Semon were cargeted bess frequently, and Afriean-
Amencam tended o suffer more than other groups
from check fraud and from theft of ushty and
iehephone wrvion (e Newtnan, 2004),

Bt more recent studees cast doubt on the con-
onuing accuracy of this prehminary sststical poreraie,
The XCVS providey more details about detferential
ks As for age, the two intervals ithat expenienced
lower raies wene those beween 18 and 24, and abo
those over 65, People berween the ages aff 15 and 49
wilfered the most (B percent per year in 2017). A for
race and ethnicity, whites experienced higher raes
and bboks and Hupanis lower mies. A for sex,
miles and femnales were vicnmused ar coughly the
s rate, When 1 comes to social clas, the wurvey
found tha Bmibics caming 375,000 or more were
trpeted more often than thase in lower income
brackets (Harrell and Langson, 2013,

As with other eypes of cnmes, where people
Irve plays & major role in shaping differenmal nsks
Table 4.9 presents a ranking of the fve wont states
and the five afew wates in 2013, Many more reporn

TARLE 49  Siater Where Resddenis Faced the Highet and Lowest Rigks of Identity Theft, 2013
Vertimiratias Rats gy 100, 000 Wirlimuation Bai# pev 100.000
Rank 2013 FLide Inhabitants 2010 Iakabitents 2013
1 Pacids s 133
2 Groryia " 8
3 Califermia 02 05
é ichigen 0 o
5 Hevada ] g
B Marytand 8 %
T AmEnng HL L
8 Tenas L] L]
9 Hew Ve 85 &
10 Timcds Lowest ricks L1} L1
L] lowa % Al
ar Hizne n M
44 Hawan &y k]
@ wouth faketa Fad 1
50 Merth Dakats » R
m“#m“h*mh Siwviz sy amd prers 5 L e iy duris) 4020 and 0L
Wy e pl i, atehd b enpablbiny

mm—-mn_- Sl Ntwma {FOT. POI1. BOSL
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of bemg impenonated came from Flonda, Geonga,
and Califenia (aver 100 per 100,000 residens)
than from other wates. Pisks were much lower,
abaur sbout 40 per 100,00 or even lem than chae,
in bowa, Maine, Hawaii, and South and MNorh
Drakota, to the Sentnel Nerwork adimin-
itered by the FTIC (2014},

The grogrphic factor can be fine-nuned fanber
by focusng on speafic cies. The 10 metropobitan
areas whiere roudents filed the mont complaints and
being impersonated were Mianm-Fort Laoderdale—
West Falm Heach, Flonida {with a sky-high rate of
meore than 340 wvictinn per 100,000 inhabitant);
Columbm, Geongiar  Maples-Marcos  Islanad,
Flends, Jonestoro, Arkamas; Tallshawee, Flomds;
Cape Coral-Fort Myen, Flonds; Atlanta, Geongua:
Port Szint Lucie, Flonda; Beckley, Went Vinpnia;
and Tampa=St. Petenburg, Flonds. As for entire
regiom, people living in the Souwth and Wen
needed to be more viglane than thowe reading
in the Mortheaz and Midwew, acconding m
the FTC's (2014) state and ciry rankings, which
are volatile and can vary subatapsially from year
to year.

It appears that spending habits, Efeuyle choices,
und deciions abour where o reside—in odher
words, atutudes and behavion—determine, o
s dejoree, whether an mdivadusl’s identity will
be misppropristed by some thief or hacker.

PREDICTING THE CHANCES OF
BECOMING A VICTIM SOMEDAY:
PROJECTING CUMULATIVE RISKS

1o 2 false seie of seounty. Annual rates give the
impresson thet crme & a e ovent. Only 3 hand-
ful of people out of cvery thounand Gl prey to
ofienden; mmt poople got through 3  year
vnscathed. But feams about vicomization do not
conform to 3 janiiry-to-Decemiber cycle. People
worry that they might be robbed, nped, or mur-
deted an some point duting their Bves As the yean

go by, the smuall anmual rates can 2dd ap 0 8 form-
dable level for individuals who Gl inm several
high-rik categories.

Lifetime likelihoods are cinmates of the
cunmshitive risks of victimirstion, viewed over 2
span of 6 or mare yeas (fom age 12 oo the
T0, the average e expectancy in the Unmed States
todday). These projeccons yield a very different pic-
ture of the seriomnes of the contemponary crime
problem. What sppean to be & rare event in any
given year looms a2 real posbifiny orver the coune
of an entine bifctime (Koppel, 1987}, acoording 1o
the gloomy projections in Table 4.10,
hoods and prevalence rates. & prevalence moe refin
w the propomon of the popubition that has already
opencnoed victimization. [t sdds together the cus-
rent year's casalties wo those who suffered during
previous yean. Expressed a2 faction, the nomers-
wyr would be thin year's new caus plus a farger
number of old or preexiting caes from previou
years; the denominator would be the size of the
population. Liferime likelihoods are  cwtimares
sbour what the grand toml mighe be in the yean
ahead, caboulited by projecting cument mates into
the Euture.)

Owver a wan of about 60 yean, neady every-
bosdy wall expenence at least one theft, and mois
people may eventually suffer thee or more thefis,
acconting 1o the projections made on the basis of
the relatively high rates of reported cnmies that pre-
viiled dunng the ke 19708 and carly 1980k,
Although the chance that 3 gl or wonan will be
forcibly raped ina gheen year b minuscule, it thes to
a lifetime thivar of 30 per 1,000, or § percest
fabout | female in every 13). For black females,
the ek B somewhat greater (st 11 percent, or
nearly one in nme) over a hictme. (Nowe tha
these projecions don't differentiane berween date

mpe, aoquaintance rape, and attacks by strangen—
mﬂapmr!ﬂlﬂnbh:yn:mn:m
crime, 0 the o that about 30 percent
of the populiton will be robbed ar feast once
over 3 Bl-year peviod. OF this group, 5 percent
will be mbhed twice, and | percent wall be robbed
three or more thmes.
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Taking differential raks by wx and o oo
scopunt, males are more likely to be robbed at least
once in their ves (37 percent) than fermales (22 per-
cem), and Blacks are mose bkely to be nobbad ane
of more tmes than whites (51 pescent campared fo
27 percent), When it comes to aegul, dhe e fibe
tifood and probalaiity take on therr everyday meanings
st well 2 thewr sperml waticricn] connotstiom. Being
swauleed at keast once m a hfcame B probable for
mimt people—mughly three out of every four per-
sofr. (However, thin aletning prodeteon wmchisdo
failed amempts o0 inflice physacal mpery, threae of
Ibodity harm char were not camed out, minor scufthes,
and mirzbnuly violence.) Males Bee 2 greater hiock-
hiod of berormmg embroiled 10 2 Gight someday than
fermales (B2 percent comparned to 62 peteont).

Similuly, the projected curmalative riaks are
unnerving for property orimes cormmatted agains
howscholds (ot individual) over a tme span of
20 yezr (not a lifedime of over 60 yesrsy searing at
age 12). Based on the relatively high rates of bur-
ghry that prevailed i the bue 19705 and cardy
1980k, the prediction was that over 70 percent
of all Bmilies would experience 3 burglary or
sttempted break-in over the next 20 years, and
nearly one quarter would suffer twice, and sbout
one i owven would be wrgeted thice thine of
more. O the other hand, only a linle lews than
20 percent would bose a car o thieves over 2 20
year span (scc the rows in Table 4.10).

However, the mathematicsl and wciologeal

auumptions undetlying thele unnerviing projecton
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mm:wn;phmdnhmmrhalnw The
cakeulatiors were hased on esimates derived by
averaging victimizsion racs jor the yean 1975 w
1984, and then ing thew numben inm
the future (Koppel, 1987), If cnme mte drop sub-

i over the noxt 40 years or so, a they
alpeanly have during the 1990y snd X0, theow pro-
jecaoms will tum out to be overly pesimistic. Con-
verely, if the crime problem itersifies dunng the
next few decades of the pwenty-fint century, the
real odds will be much greater than the percentages
in Table 4.140.

Lifethme likelithoods of being murdered alio
have been computed. Unlike the projections
above, which are based on NCVS findings, mur-
ferennial cumulative fiks can be peocnted o
ration, wich a3 *1 out of every & people will be
murdered.” All the remaining individualy {x — 1)
within this category are expected o die from
diseases and other nstural cames, sccidents, or
sicides. A small x indicates 2 grave dunger. Owers
all, roughly | American out of every 200 will die 3
vialent death (baied on the homicide Jevel of the
lare 199(4). But the mks vary tremendoudy,
und race, In genenl, sala are more kkely o be
slain than females, and blacks are more Likely than
whites. But when dsta for both ex and race s
included, black females um oat o be in grester

SUMMARY

danger of being mundered (1 out of every 171)
than white males (1 out of every 241). White
females have the leaw m fear, eelatively speaking,
of the four groupings (1 will be killed our of every
684). But the prospects facing black males are

. I the rates of the lage 19905 continue
over the decsder, | out of every 35 black males
{about ¥ percent) eventually will become a victin
of homicide (FBI. 1999). In the early 1980y, the
crime problem was more severe 30 the projocted
threst was even greater: the prediction was that 1
out of every 21 black males (nearly 5 percent)
would dee violently (Langan, 19E5).

The recogmition af differential miks touches off
another round of questions for vicimofogive o
grapple with a they amlyre UCE and NCIVS
data. Why does the burden of victimizstion Gl w0
heavily on some groups of people and not othen?
Id crimie viooms do something “wrong™ to jcop-
ardize their well-betng, or wene their misformes
baucally due to had huck or faee? Whar can esch
penan—uwhio by definition i o patentisl angee—
do o minimire mks? Are there policies the govern-
ment or sociefy can implement fo help all of i
memben lead wfer es? To what degree & 2n indi=
vidhual for his or her own Rture, and w©
what extent do Rerces beyonsd any individual's abil-
ity to contrel derenmine the mks of becoming a
orimmie wictim? These contnovenial basies are care-

fully invongted m the next chapter.

This chapeer feoused on the people harmed by inser-
peoonal crimes, especially son of vioknoe by mur-
deren, asislint, and robbens ot abo by stcaling,
Variowm pmphﬁu-ﬂ'umﬂhd‘
bﬂ'glﬂm:dhynmu.i:.lmmdﬂmpmu
demonsorate that socketal condions and mraditions
greatly affect 3 country’s marder rates The Unied
Suates s oar 2t sifering higher mees of volence
o persn lves snd meerscts with others i 2 ngjor
determinant of differenial reks.

Trends capture changes i victimization rates
over tme, while indicate  connccnon
between the sttmbutos of victims and the frequency
with which they are cigeted. Diata from the U'CR
ﬂdﬁthfi’&uﬁwumummrwpﬂ.ufw
miratons are king plice Gr les
m:mremlhmd\mnglh::pnkpmdnﬁhc
bate 19805 and cady 199k

Murders and serous swaulis are down sharply
since the carly 19%0h. The gravest sl il are
faced by poor young mes in orban wetting
Robbena take place much lew frequently 2

Diaggriggin JbL Canpags Lasmmivg il Bagrns Baddevact ey oot be doend banmnd. b g mas. © whas o o part #CH 51 HD-200




132 CEAPTER &

well, but the same caregories of people—poar
young men in big cner—soll are the mast hkely

The differential risky of expenencing 3 property
cime—burghey, motor vehicle theft, and 2 salen
sdentity—vary substantially by location mone wo than
by the chamctersics of the penom who are derectly
affected, Wheren bunglaries and vehicle thelis have
dropped sharply wver the decades, idenoey theft has
mushroomed into o common ggravationr—and far

KEY TERMS DEFINED IN THE GLOSSARY

carjacking, 113 identity theft, 121
Conmumer Sentinel incidence mics, 94
Metwark, 136 mugings, 107
cumilapee ks, 94 prevalence raes, 94
differemtial riaks, 94

sme, 3 huge sounce of disress—during the pwenty-
fine century.

Cumalstive rides indicate the odds of being vic-
omuzed over the coune of 3 Bfecme: suffermg an
asstilt sommeday i o danger most people will endure;
urnel expenencing 3 barglary over 3 20-vesr span b
hkely for most houscholih Stedying the resom for
differentiz] reks vields theories that explun why cer-
tin groups are mone vilnenbls o seack than other
This will ke the focus of the next chapeer,

profile, 100 Supplementary
satistical poremic, 100 Homicide Repory, 10K
streng-arm robbenes, trend amabysis, %4

a7 yoking, 107

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION AND DEBATE

I, Describe some wendi in interpenonal erines of 2.

violence and theft that became evident duning
the 195906, Which of theis oends hay continaed

Aght up to the preent?

CRITICAL THINKING QUESTIONS

Discuis the contestion that propery criise
really bam't subsided o0 much=—it has just
shifted toward dentisy theit.

l. Try o explun why violent and property coime
rates are merprisingly sable snd predicrable from
one year o the next. Speculste 2 to why ot
yoar's rate for the entite United Seates was 5o
close g0 this year's mabe.

2 All the graphs presented in this dhapter show
thae victisization ravey have dropped vince the

SUGGESTED RESEARCH PROJECTS

cady 1990 ldentify the facrors dhor mighe
cxplain shis imuch welcomed but bogely
unexpected improvement in public saifety
for the following crmes: murder, robbery,
burglary, and vehicle thef.

1, Make a list of some of the mast dangeroas
countries and cittes in the world, baed on their
murder sared Ak some people you know if

they have ever viuted theie plices and whether
they were wware of the stathrically hagh rates of
violense while thev were there,

Lo yin JofE Langegd Leasmimg Al Mignis Beaemves ey ool S comiau. gammes, o Jupliaimn, o stsng b pan Yecy B2 e el




