»
N
(95

nd Second inaugural

Box 4.12: Gettysburg Address @
at the dedication of the Soldier’s Nationg| ,,

Gettysburg Address i
On November 18, 1863, Abraham Lincoln delivered a sp
L T brought forth on this continent, a new nation, conceive 1
rou
; reated equal.

Four score and seven years ago our father

. narec
Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all me

r. testing whether that nation, or any nation so conceijye
al,
on a great battle-field of that war. We have come to dedic.

ir lives that that nati i
portion of that field, as a final resting place for those who here gave their lives on might |

is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this.
e—we can not consecra

But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicat :

The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it, fzr at?;)ve our poc;r power t¢
or detract. The world will little note, nor long remember what we say here, ut it can .never orget wh;
to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fo

did here. It is for us the living, rather, :
here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaini,

before us—that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they ga
last full measure of devotion—that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain-
this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom—and that government of the people, by the

Now we are engaged in a great civil w
so dedicated, can long endure. We are met

te—we can not hallow—this o,

people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.

Second Inaugural Address
On March 4, 1865, Lincoln gave this speech on the occasion of his inauguration to a second term as president. After
a few administrative remarks, Lincoln noted that four years earlier when he first took the oath of office

agai
9ainst the other. |t may seem strange that any

: tancej ol
but let us judge not that we be net i : N Wringin i
not jud g their bre ; .
been answered fully. The Almighty:,asghig' The Prayers of both cou?c(i1 fron[; R o othermen® fa;es
OWn purpose Not be answered: ither 1

S. ered; that of neit



liberator. Lincoln returned to Washington,
D.C., where on April 14, 1865, he was assas-
sinated by a Southern sympathizer. In life, Lin-
coln had often been mocked for his homely
appearance and backwoods manners, but now a
nation in mourning honored him as their fallen
savior. The fact that he was shot on Good Fri-
day was not lost on a religious public.

After the Civil War

At a very high cost, the Civil War preserved
the Union and ended slavery. At least 620,000
soldiers died in the war—not only “in glorious
battle for a sacred cause” but from disease and
disaster. The South lay in ruins, and the future
of some four million freed slaves was unknown.

As the smoke lifted and the dead were buried,

2SS september 1862.
Photography was new in
the Civil War, and images
like this one brought home
the horrors of war. Abraham
Lincoln “highly resolve[d}”
that “these dead shall not
have died in vain.”
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Americans sought a religious meaning for the
war. For example, Christian educator Horace
Bushnell saw the bloodshed as creating a new
America, “God’s own nation.”Bushnell believed
that the Civil War prepared the United States
for a redemptive mission in the world. This
view provided a religious and moral framework
for American foreign policy through the two
world wars.?®

But few Southern whites could accept the
“nation reborn” interpretation of the war; after
all, zheir nation, the Confederacy, was no more.
Nor could Southern defeat be explained merely
on the basis of Union military might, since
Southern armies had won many a battle against
Union forces superior in numbers to the Con-
federates. One explanation that gained currency
‘1 the South was this: the Southern practice of
slavery had failed to meet biblical standards,




 the offence cometh!” If we sha|| supp

ty.scoufge of war may speedily pass away. Yet
th o d-man’s two hundred and fifty years of unr’e
4rawn with the lash, shall be paid by another drawn

+pelievers in a Living God always ascribe to Hiny? Fo

if God wills ;

: that it conti ;
quited toil sha| Inue, until all the wealth piled by
With the swor

Ib i
€ sunk, and until every drop of blood

il aid “the j d, 4
5 stlll;!t must be s judgments of the Lord, are true and rig a5 Was said three thousand years ago,

let:ilf strive on to finish the work we are in:

pome the battle, and for his widow, and his orphan—to do all w

isting peace; among ourselves, and with all nations

ind therefore God allowed white “stewardship”
over slaves to be taken away.”” Southern soci-
ety would soon find ways to assert white claims
o supremacy, but without the institution of
slavery.

After winning the war, the federal govern-
ment now had to win the peace. That meant
bringing the Southern states back into a Union
vithout slavery. This transition, called Recon-
struction, lasted from 1865 to 1876. There was
conflict over what Reconstruction should do.
Lincoln's successor, President Andrew John-
son (a Tennessean) wanted the Southern states
© reenter the Union on easy terms, leaving
Wh.ltesm control. But “radical Repub]icans” in
dle‘NO}‘th insisted that the federal government
MUt define and protect the rights of freed
sla Ulysses S. Grant, elected president in
1868 was more sympathetic to the radical pro-
8tam of economic, social, and political reform.

hteous altogether,

“equal enjoyment” of public accommodations.
(This legislation was only sporadically enforced,
however; not until the 1950s and 1960s would
there be a widespread campaign to desegregate
hotels, restaurants, theaters, and public trans-
portation.) The Reconstruction Radicals also
wanted to prosecute those whites accused of
whipping black workers—a practice common
during slavery, which after the war became a
crime. The Radicals wanted the “freedmen”
(ex-slaves) to help build a Southern Republi-
can Party by running for political office. In the
North, many Christians supported the Radical
Republicans, seeing the campaign to reform

race relations in the South as “n extension of

2 230
the anti-slavery crusade.

During Reconstruction, Northern mis-
g blacks as well as whites,

sionaries—-includm .
women as well as men—poured into the South.
destitute region where “towns

found a
Th;}’dties lay in ruins, innumerable schools
aﬁd o had closed, and thousands of
a

s returned to find their farms,

refugee famlhe »31
Jantations, a0

Churches that sti

d communities in shambles.
1l held worship on Sunday had
teachers or buy supplies.
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INTRODUCTION TO THE HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY IN THE UNITED STATE

e
Illiteracy presented a great challenge tomt%l—
Northern missionaries. Few of the foufi and
lion newly freed black people could reijldzi o
neither could a great many poor to mi i
whites. Teaching people to read was .a.’fOP Il’l
ority, both to help prepare blacks for c1t.1zens ip
and to give them direct access t0 the Bible.
With so many children working the fields
during the week, Sunday was the time for
teaching people to read. Sunday schools spread
quickly throughout the South during Recon-
struction. Start-up costs were low, because
teachers and lesson materials usually came
from the North. Post-war Southern Sunday
schools met in private homes, barns, or store-
fronts, or outdoors. These groups often gave rise

to new congregations. According ¢, hisg
Sally McMillen, from whose work Bt
mation is drawn, thC Sunda}’ SChOOls pl
significant role in b.rTngmg literacy anq |,
Southern communities.

As the Sunday schools spread tho,
out the South, blacks were forming ¢f,.; : '
churches, independent from white (|, o
We have already noted that racially m:{
worship was common before the v, B
afterward, great numbers of blacks |1 e
white-controlled churches, to form Congreg,
tions where they could worship as they | l/ﬁased
and follow their own leaders. Historia fy
Foner notes that this “wholesale withdrayy] f
blacks from biracial congregations redrey
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ous MAp of the south” SO that ¢
tgt, black church became the
et . ous change after the wa,.
reJ‘gI'n the postwar South, the church
. sdtudon led by blacks for blacks. Oas e
1:0 _hip was also a school and 4 Commyp; o
;efwhere blacks managed thejy ai?'scem
a separation of religion and politics: Africaln
ymerican preachers ran for pybJ;e office dypip,
Reconstruction beca.use they were Tespected Jeaq-
= often the most literate persong i their cop,_
P The indeper}dent black church became
b for community concerns, with religion
olitics, education, and social :

: Progress inter-
wined. It has been said that the modern black

community was born during Reconstructiop 32
And so was the Ku Klux Klan Founded
in Tennessee in 1866 by former Confederate
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Klan, and it was more pow-
s than in others. But where
owing, the Klan became “in
-a military force serving the interests

Fig. 4.17 Northern
women, many of them sent
by churches, went to the
South to help former slaves
gain new skills. Sewing
was one of the few trades
open to women, but many
female slaves knew only
how to do fieldwork.
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of the Democratic party, the planter class, and
all those who desired the restoration of white
supremacy.”3

In its early phase, the Klan murdered hun-
dreds of people; in some places, the Klan was so
powerful that federal troops were brought in to
crush it. Although Klansmen sometimes killed
at random, more often they targeted blacks who
ran for political office or who showed any sign
of economic or social progress. Blacks were the
primary targets, but whites who worked with
Or encouraged blacks also were harassed and
sometimes killed. There was 5 religious dimen.-
sion to the m, insofar as its members believed
that God willed whites to rule society, Anyone

“advance the Negro” committed “
Radical [Republican] sin,”**whj

the /nd«pr)ud(»m
Monitor in Tuscy|
Alabama, threate
carpetbaggers (;

who came 5oy, s
freed slaves o to
to profit from s,
defeat) faceq the
lynching by the | )f

of Wikimedia Commo, gy

the self-appointed agent of divine wrath, g, d

ready to punish.
Reconstruction ended in 1877, It he.

1Me
political bargaining chip for the electior , f the
Republican candidate, Rutherford B. 11, €s, o
the presidency: in exchange for Southerr elec-

toral support, federal troops were withdrawn
from Southern states. More broadly, howerer,
Reconstruction wag doomed both by Southern
resistance and by waning Northern commit-
ment. Southerners quickly dismantled Recon-
Struction and Passed a whole new series of
laws to enforee white superiority. The bright
hoPes of fMancipation were all but extin
gmshed, not to be fully rekindled until the civl
rights Hlovement of the 1950, and 19605
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African Methodist Epi hint
Aﬂ'lCa Eplscopal Church, Vol. 2 s he Southern Blac
(2205192 (Philadelphi, Bommunity'" Charles Spencer s

: er Smith, A

Spencer Smith (1852-
SPE ; 1923) serveq for two : 00k Concern of
1900 he became a bishop in the v Years in the Algp, i the AME Church, 1922)
X rican : aHo .
ishop Smith discussed the challe MethOdls i ok OF R‘-’Pfesentatives from 1874

many of whom were ex-federal officers. The

- : . pired to bring all th i
tionship, wit : : g all the loyal elements in the South
: P, With a view of making secure the fruits of the Civil War. The only symbol of

ri [hgndshake], The usual meeting place was a church or a school house. Th

t of loyalty and obedience to the government of the Uni e
i g e United States. There was not

n :}_.aklr.\g reprisals on the Confederates. To the marvel of the civilized world, neither during
fter, _:d]d the slaves or ex-slaves exhibit a spirit of rancor, hatred, or revenge toward their
masters. By a general uprising of the slaves during the absence of the Confederates,

e of their wives and children, the Civil War would have been ended much sooner

: refusal to continue to work on the part of the slaves would have had a similar effect
ply of food from the Confederates. There is no more striking picture in human
nges supreme admiration—than that of the patient, forgiving, forbearing, toiling
hearthstones and tilling the fields of their masters who, amid the stress and storm of
vet more firmly the shackles of their oppression. Have their virtues of forgiveness
n justly rewarded? If the answer is to be found in the curtailm.ent 9f privileges, the
S heir being made the victims of mobs and having their bodies dismembered and

t the end of a rope; it is, yes. Otherwise, no.
S A sted as an offset
her improbable that the organization of the Ku Klux Klan was sugge o
e p = si hich doubtless inspired it was wholly unfounded. Admitting
the apprehension W ' L founded, and for the purpose generally
th ‘:h'ezér'oundof its organization wastwe 7 :S = in'o e e
N i i it nece ’
ainten f white supremacy, was! ol houses.
alnt.eﬂ'at:‘cet o L preachers and teachers, bum churchTs a‘nd ;c,::done L5
e d in other pursuits? However, notall the Ku-Kluxing
vilians engaged ! cnown, It was 2
‘where the trail of the .m;ers . However, itis still
less Ku Klux went home Wi S inexorable [0gi¢ of sequence t

Il they reap. Furthermore,

ague were fraternal and cooperative. It as

mbushed by colored men, and
true that whatevera
hat violence begets
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