PRIMER QUESTIONS

1. What does the term system mean to you?

2. What qualifies something as a system?

3. What is a particular system that affects your life? What are the basic elements of that system?

4. How do the elements of the system relate to each other? How do the elements help the system
to function?

5. What do you think are some basic elements that make up a media system?

When you set out to explore a new town or city that you are visiting for the first time and that
to explore, you probably come up with an approach that will help guide where you go. For ¢
maybe you decide to take a drive around and through the city first to get an idea of how i
Then maybe you go to a famous historical or cultural site, then to the district where there
restaurants for lunch. followed by a visit to a good shopping district. Later, maybe you go
the city where the movie theaters or nightclubs are. Having an approach to exploring som

that is based on visiting categories of sites according to your interests at different points in
allows you to explore the city with a plan—rather than exploring the city randomly, in whic

might miss something for which the city is famous, or waste time going from one end of the
other and then all the way back again.
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sible to more clearly understand how two or three elements interacting with ach

can exert a greater force on other variables than if they were interacting indiy This now bel

with other variables. .
All of the elements taken together make up a whole media system. Thus,

elements must be studied to provide a full understanding of a whole media
The whole of a media system is greater than the sum of its parts. Viewed ir
each element of a media system has a limited impact on the whole sys|
viewed collectively, elements combined into a system comprise a force |
greater power and influence than can be assessed by simply adding u
individual elements.

N

The assumptions listed above provide a plan that will guide the comparis
presented in this book. It is imperative to keep these qualities in mind when |
systems of the eight countries are being compared, because it will lead to a gre
standing of how the interplay between the selected elements actually results in
tation of a particular kind of media system in a given country—that is, a media
aunique look, sound, and feel. This understanding will in turn lead to a fuller
of the comparisons among media from around the world.

CENTRALITY OF MEDIA CONTENT
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ina mcdla.syslcm. This assertion is based on the reasoning that content is the
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To discuss a media system in a form we can easily visualize, it will be helpful from N0
10 use the metaphor of a tree. There are several reasons for using the image
depict a media system metaphorically: A tree is an organic system that is constan
ing its shape as new parts grow and older parts die off. A tree is surrounded by a loc:
ronment that presents unique conditions—such as air quality, wind speed, soil
and so on—all of which significantly affect its growth and overall shape. Fin
interact with other trees through root systems and pollination, just as media Syste

some countnes interact with media systems from other countries,
Like a tree. not all elements that comprise a media system are visible at firs
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FIGURE 3.1 Elements of a
Media System Depicted As a Tree
Source: Miharu Lane.

financing in a media system, and the feeder branches as the accessibility of a media sys-
tem. The secondary branches exhibit leaves and seeds on a seasonal basis to passersby.
Because leaves are the most observable and changeable part of a tree, we can think of
leaves as analogous to content in a media system. Moreover, some leaves are more sensa-
tional than others and thereby stand out among all the leaves of the tree. Continuing this
imagery, we can think of the standout leaves in a media system as being analogous to the
element of news reporting. Just as standout leaves provide commentary on the gencrfnl
welfare of the tree, news reporting provides commentary on the general welfare of a media
system and indeed a society. To continue with this imagery, the seeds of a tree are scattered
by wind, rainfall, and living creatures to locations near and far away from lhe_ tree. Sc?me
seeds take root and sprout up as new trees, but others do not, or the seeds make it for a little
while and then die off. Therefore, we can think of seeds as being analogous to the clemept
of imports/exports in a media system. This brings us also to the final element of a media
system. We can think of living creatures that observe a tree as l?emg analf)gous tq an audi-
ence for a media system. Drawing on this imagery, audiences interact with media content
through the accessibility of the content. In other words, the feeder branches of a tree
ultimately determine which leaves and seeds are reachable by passersby on the ground.
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is metaphor certainly has shmo,é%_
basic properties of a media systq{‘“: k

it becomes clear that a media sysm:;.
be seen unless you look below

Figure 3.1 depicts a media system as a tree. Th
ings, but it helps to visually describe and clarify the
Thus, when conceptualizing a media system as a tree,
has visible parts as well as some parts that cannot .
surface. It also becomes clear that audiences are initially drawn to media systems

ibility, may be reachable by

seasonally produced content which, depending on accessi
ferent audiences. Furthermore, it is clear that content 1 shaped by a host of other el

in the media system including financing, regulation, philoso?hnes, and cultural characte
tics, as well as the overall global climate that encloses a media system.

SUMMARY

This chapter laid out an approach for comparing media across different countnes 2
ing on the media system in each country. A media system consists of nine elel
tural characteristics, philosophies for media systems, regulation of .medl'a,v e
media, accessibility of media, media content, news reporting, media unports/
media audiences. These elements interact with and influence each other- 1€ me
others. Thinking about a media system and its elements as a tree
media system functions. o)
It is important to reinforce that the elements compared in t

just to media systems in the specific countries discussed but als
countries across the world. Therefore, as you read Chapters 4 tl I
the kind of analysis in your own studies of other countries and
own particular interests. <
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