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2 CHAFTIN 1

FOCUSING ON THE PLIGHT OF
CRIME VICTIMS

The concept of a victim can be maced back to ancicnt
socictie. [t was connected to the nofion of werifice. In
the ongnal connotinon of the term, a vicom was 3
penon or an animal pur to death during 3 religtious
ceremony 0 ander to appras wme wpematal
power ar deiry. Over the centuries, the word has
plcked up sdditional meanings. MNow it commonly
refers vo mdividuahs who suffer injunes, loses, or
of sccidens, noursl dessen, dscmes, or sool
problenn such s warkare, discnmumton, polbitical
wiatch hunis, and other inpotices. Crane vactms anc
harmed by illegal acts.

s an asymmetncal interpersonal
relafiomihip that i sbudve, painful, destrictive, par-
aincal, and unfir. Whilkk 3 ceme & m progress,
affendes rly force their victim w ply
rodes (almet s i following & sapt) that mimic the
dynznno boween prodaor and prey, winoer and
loser, victor and vangqunbed, and even muaster and
dave. Many rype of vicmeatnon have been out-
lawed over the comtutior—sperific opprowive and
expioittive s, like mping, robbing, and swindling.
But not all eypes of hartful nelatonshaps and decestiul
practiced are forbidden by liw. [t b permimible to
overcharge 3 custonmer for an Mem that can be pur-
chased for les chewhers, of to underpay 3 worker
lﬂmmﬂ!ﬂdﬁh‘lﬂl’whﬂmﬂjﬂ
ancther place of employment, or impose exordhatant
imterest pabes and hidden fees on borowen who we
credit cards and mke out morgages, or w deny lood
snd shelter to the bungry snd the homelcs who
cannot pay the required amount.

Victimology = the scentfic smudy of the
physical, emotional, and financal harm people
endure berame of llegal scvivities. Vicrimaohogies
the impact of the inones and bosses milliered by
offenden on the people they terget. In addition,
they camy out research into the public’s pobitcl,
soctal, and eronomic reaction o the sffering of
vieums. They abio sudy how victm ac husdied

by offical and agences wathm the cnminal josice
syuem, especially interscrions with police officen,
ﬁmm defemne antomeyi. judiges,
probation officen, and members of parole boands,
vmmmmwmwwm

Ome aim, of coune, & 1 devise ways 0 help them
recover. In the afiermath of the incident, are they sad-
denod, depresiod, fyghtenied, terrorized, truumatized,
infurniated, or embamered? Also, victEmologiss wan to
find oot how cffecovely the ingured pariies are being
aunted, supported, served, sccommodated, rehalubi-
tatend, and educated 1o avaid further trouble. Vietimal-
ogst are equally curious to determine the extent to
which their sulfenng i being tolly gpsored, bngely
or politically exploited. Some individuals who untain
tomble injuncs and devatong losa mght be
memorilired, honored, and even idolized, while
achery migght be mocked, dneredited, defamed, deme-
bringing about thear owm masforoumes. Wivy i this ao?

Victimoboghes also want o exsmine why some
mjured parties find their ordeals e mndonming.
Some become deeply alienated and withdesw from
social relationahipa. They may become burdened by
bouts of depression, sdecp dsordem, panic attacks,
and stewirelated illncmes. Their healing proces
may Fequire overcoming foclings of helplesmies,
frustration, and seli~blame. Othen might react to
thew fear and fury by sweking out fellow wifferem,
building allisnces, and discovening ways to exercise
their “agency™—to smen their options and make
wise deciions, ke sdvantage of opportunities,
rgain control of their lves, rebuild their acl-
conbdonee, and restore 3 sense af trust aid wourity,
Why do people expermence such 3 wide mange of
responses, and do peronality or socil factos pr-
manly determune how a peron imoally rescts and

then recovens
Diirect or primary victima cxpenience the
onminal a¢t and i fisthand. Indirect

CONSCOUCTIES
of secondary victima (uch 2 By memben and
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igured i confronttons.  Bae they naght be
burdered, even devasated, 1 the following example

A tesnager wivo dhiot and Bitled 4 Jigh school athlese
i abonit o be smionerd o prison. The dirtmaghe
Jfaiher af the murdered boy iells the judge, “We
ahways lope sur Kiike guy will o theeagh te door,
il if Al wwewer be. WV don”t have s, 107 sty in
mﬂﬁr, We can't fnction, = (MacGovwan,

A an anpusent with 2 stranger excakates snd be puils
wt d gy, e v wosnded when she puts oo by
hamd to trp b slvichd Dot Inisbussd froest the budlet dhat
camiiges iy doathi, She pelly an ontervseses, =1 i il
5 exchied and Lolaing foruard fo sponding ibe day
wirth the fove of woy Bie..... And ju po dhinde thar in
the Blink of am rye, moy wiele world fus gor diaiiened
it at ol pirces. And mose P feft tryinmg to pick
them all up and putting them badk rapether. ™
[Gutman, 2014}

Fang reponden and rescue worken who mace
to crime scenes (such 21 police officen, forensic evi-
dence cechnicuns, paramedics. and firchghten) are
exposed to emergencies and traumas on wch & rou-
hmhjﬁliﬁatﬁqiiﬂﬂnhmﬁdﬂrﬂm
emotional suppon themschves to prevent burpoud
{see Pegebe and Bobws, 2005; and Abel, 3013),
rescarchen, & opposed o peactitionens who directly
asmmt gured parmies W recover from ther ordeab or
who advocate on their behalf. Dioctom, nurnes, pay-
worken, cueworkers, wyers, clogy, and dedi-
ested volusteen provide handion wevices, emo-
nonal suppors, and practcal advice to ther chents
(see Willier, HWE) Vietinobogiss sep back and
evaliatr the eiffecuvencs of thee well-mtentoned
cliorts by mcmbers of the healing and helping pro-
fespons, Conversely, people who mnmnter 1o those
in dastress can gain valuable inughis and vacful oug-
pestiom from the findings of wadion camed out by
victmohopsts.

WHAT IS VICTIHELOET? 3

The term wtimedogy can mean different thing
o different people, and detectives can consider
thermelves “victimologisn™ too, In police work,
the term wemmalagy B applied o o type of back-
ground myvesigation. To homicide detectves, vic-
tmobogy & the proces of ing cvents and
leaming 2 much & powible sbour 3 perion who
was murdersd in order w help figure out who the
killer s {sex Box 1.1).

STUDYING VICTIMIZATION
SCIENTIFICALLY

The suffering of victinu and of the people who are
very chote to them abways lun been a popular theine
for artises and wniters 1o interpret and for political
andd relygpows leaders 1o addrew. But thes long and
nch madition embodics what might be categorized
a.lluluhjuﬁww:nllwph#luka-
ﬁ'unihtﬂ:md-

Objectivity i the hallmark of any swchl scientific
nluemrltymh&r evenhanded,

. neutral, and unbised  Objectvity
mnmthkmudn.nﬂlhwmﬁwdm
not allowmg peronal propudices to sdetrack anaky-

55, DOl permitting cnotian o dhoud neasoning, and
pot lernng the dominoent views of the umes dictaee
conchasont and reconimendations.

Prescriptions. i remain dismterested and anin-
volved are casicr to abide by when the incidents
under weristing happened long aps and fr away. e
s much hander o mamtin socwl detance when
mvestigating the plight of real people nght here
and might pow. These scientific wenets e oatremcly
difficult 1o five up to when the subject nutter—the
deprechnons inthcred by  bwhbreakes—coomnects
to widely held belicfi about good and e, nghi
anil wrong, and pestios and unfeimen. Mot offen-
ders show such caflows disregard and depraved
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L] CHAFTIN 1

36X 1.4, What the Police Mean by the Tem Victimology RN

Weer homicide spusd detectives wry they e eogaged in vic-
{imebagy, they mean pecing togethen clues oo bads Bom the
daad person’s |ide ln coder te help dieower (he ller's ientity.
Police bveatigai oen wied 1o find sl s mith i pocsible st
the deceassd from intesviews with the next of lin and ryewit-
drawalte. computer Aot and records of telephoee calls,
Datwetive lock irts (b victis's suseciates fby compling lhits
el eontacty, inciaiEng fende famdy membery, yustance.
rivaly, and ereemis ), social background (Hfestyle, conmpation,
[l necand al arvests, convirtions. snd inoeceations pla sy
cases i which the deqared served as @ complaipant, plainff,
o witmieis agaleat ctben). Rnaniel iRsstion (wacon of
income, debis pwed, vesiments, aned who = nexd in B fe
inharit apy property), and heaith rue (drinkieg Rabits,
mibrlance Elause, and othes problemil. Aolopry Bndisgs thed
Usht o the fnal mesl, tse presence of amy traces of reces
drigicing snd dnog taldng, 1he cawse of death, and the apgeix.
imate time intervel when the falsl confrontstion took place
Fex exampbe, if a drog deshey is Fomnd shot 1o death i an
sy, detectives would comatruct o meline of hin Lo known

wiersaboyty sl activitiees. What weee kb keows Bengosts
{basy, ciisbe. parin, etc.)? Investigabors wookd see cloes to
dutermine whather he wia Elled by somaane ghove bin |2 tha
Bewrrnscivp of drp trafMicking or somwcss below who worked lor
b o boaght centyolied sobctarors from bin Was ke mepetdy
embuoied inany Einpules oo court cases, and did he secanthy
serve ag o conbidential informant? Who had & motive and an
opparterdty 8 slay hin? (NTPD hemlcida detecties, 7008,
Wheth prodin discrveted e sattetnd remaies of & musdeg of
youny somen in o stretch of deserted @pd dunes pear 2 pop-
udar beach. theeln victimaloginal iy watublished 8
ey Lhoeack: thul thery all had been prositetes apparently
skuin by o serial iefley [Sarriz. 2013},

Cimaly. whereas victimalaghits want be snesver tendn
ptterns, and pegularities thit held tree for mamy injued pies
thet kn gamanal, police imenstigaton: ieek to eetablish in gresd
detifl verytiing thit cin be unekit el ghout the llis gnd
denth of & partireier person. TForenaic victimalogy” in ikis vy
pragenatic and immedude weses i3 undortaken 10 Increde the
oddls of sobving o cave. spprehending & suspert, and bestifying
= comrt an bebulf of 3 poriea wha s ng langer abls b piics
Justihoe om s or bew com (pes Petberick and Turvey, 2008).

indifference toward the human beings they have
cold-bloodedly mrgsted a5 depenonalized objects
that it & dificok to avoid being caoght vp and
raept away by srong ermotional currents. Conmder
how natural it & o identfy with those on the
reverving end of violent stacks, to feel ompathy
and syimpathy towird them, sod o basbe with
hostility toward the aygreson, @ in the following
real-life cascs [l involving collcge studonis):

A 22-prar-pld sndest govermmens pregident &5 e
Jicked and kidvgpped by tuv anmed poimg men, 21
and |7 yean old, and forord b0 ustldngii- movry fres
an ATM. Next, they drive ther boriage #o . romete
locamion im bhe woods, maled laer, and then drodr fo
et her sinuce she could idensify dhers, She pleads for
her fife and sepes thew do pray wath ber, fucrad, ome
chispts bier four times, Basr she ol e meovr and talk,
i b ants bev writh @ aliotgvini b finiiy bav off. The
hop @ssobants g camphi avd oommnciod of mirdier.
[Velliquere, 2011)

A 22-pear-ald college student il aipiney fe becomr o
podice affiorr works im a bakery. Bant e i grred dinm
i Jris b by & gamp af pourg mem udo baye in and
stk i for B Esle-aliley prosrmger brathier, wlve
bl gottest ilein 0 trouble it the auctherive. “He
wy e of the Bevt by yoss wll ever B, i mther
Lasiemty. (Buoltman and Jsccanno, 2000)

A sophomaer steneds @ compus parry e ivever sl
arpnind midinkpht. Abowt 7 s, footage fron J wir-
willamor remera shoss her walling i @ dowmioe
pdiitrian waall fallomvad by & siam Afier deit she
dizapprars, and ber Gomily, fends and solinteen
uaniertabe the Ranpest humr for & misfing person in the
raate’s Enistory. Chwera mamih Liter, ber vematr gre
discorered on an abardowed property abowt B mitex
dsrdy froumt tiee winall, awed rhe police arvesr it s i the
widew, o is linked by forensic cvidence o otlver
etttk Shidewhi af ber imiveriy onfam 2r 8 mismodal
darirgg fommoconwing workend, mnd kee paverts daank
ther podiee ad e wohumteves ulie seatrched fior lier, b
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add, "We are devastated by the loss of usr heawnifil
daghter,” (Martines, 2014)

A dasstoom doos s open, and o mencaly
drramprd nrdenpradieate barpes in and dhoors the
prfeiser sidhe in leetwwinng by the hadeboand. Thes,
staetingg uith those im e front wou, the silent and

it ithasdically starts fring duiary
af ihe hormified sndemis, wilie kil sthe foor and fem
ower desks fo shicld themipelves, = There were @ oouple
of sorvams, bt fow thr st part it was eevily silen,
other than the puetfiee, ™ o standeny eposts. A o
peneis smardever vnanadens off, amother ssdent rcally, f
told people that weer still wp and comsciens, “Jost be
qutiet becaicss we don’t inat s e think dhesr s
poople int heee bevainer bl comere back in, " Indecd,
lir trivs g0 oeturn fo seiune the skeughier, bt a
wwsnded classmae keeps the door wedped shur. Solf
deiermised b roewrier inte the chassmoom, the deeply
divtarrbed poung man fines repeatedly af the door,
When e evernmually nalks of frantic sudents coll
Y11 om theee eoll phivers and boller for belp ot the
windows. The aacker is barer found dead from a sclf-
irgflicted gmifior wosmd b tie head, in anather
classroom, alonpdde the bedies of samr acher snder-
gy b murdered. (Hemander, 2007)

Docn'e basie human decency demand that
obrerven identify with the wounded, Bllen, down-
todden, and underdogy and condemn viciow
predatery behavior? Why would anyone even con-
sder srivang For obgectivity to be an indnpemable
prerequisite of esch and avery scientific analyi?

WHY OBJECTIVITY 15 DESIRABLE

Ax fimt glance, the impomance of reserang judg-
mens, reffumng fom jempng o conchesons,
and rossting the wpe w0 wde with those who are
in pain might not be selfevident. An angry. gt
reaction might be o sk, “Whai knd of pemson
would try fo main detached and dispasiionate in

the madst of mach mtense sffermg? Whar n wrong
with champioting the intetess of people whose

WHAT IS VICTIHELOET? 5

ives have been upended by omju and dllegl
actions? Why s newtrality 3 worthwhile starting
poinst i any analys?™

The simple and direct anewer o the quetion
“Why ihouldnt victimologet be opealy, unabash-
edly, and consistently pro-wicnm?” i that, unlike the
situstion dewenbed in the example abuve, on many
oocasions thiy fonnuls offers no real guidance. So
when & a penon warthy of sympathy and suppon?
Must people would comsider an individua! to be an
imnocent victim anby when the follewing conditions
apply (what sociodogsts would call the ideal type or
postive stereatype): The person who wifered harm
was weaker in comparnon to the spparent aggrenor
and was scting virtwously (or an lexse was engaged in
conventional scenvities and was not looking for frou-
ble or beeaking any lawy), the wrongdoer was a comn-
plete uranger whose predatory behavior obviously
was illcgal and unproveked, and the onc who
resorted 1o force was not 3 member of 3 govenmen=
tal agency authorized tm wie coercion fuch » police
officens or prison guands). Uing the language ofioci-
ology, the watus of being a keginmate or bons Hide
victim wornthy of support & sacially camtructed and
conferred (see Chrastie, 1986; and Digran, 2005,

Sometimes It Is Difficult to Distinguish
¥Victims from Villains

Bur real-lfe confrontations do not Comitantly gen-
erate simple clear-cuet cases that neatly fall into the
dichotomies of good and vil, innecence and gk,
Mot all victims were weak, defiernelen, unusgpect-
g “lambs™ wheo, throwgh ragic or monke clicum-
sances of just plin bed luck, wene pounced upon
by connmg, wicious “wolver™ In some insanoe,
obscrven oy have remonable doubts and hodici
duagreements over which party m 2 conflxct should
be Libeled the victin and which should be stigma-
wred 3 the villin, Thes complicaed stuston
dramuatize the need for mmpartality when untan-
fing convohited i arder to make a
rnonal srgement and 2 sound legal determimanon
that one penon thoild be streited, prosecited, and
panithed, and the other defended, aipparted, and
asiiged. Unlike the black-and-white examples

Diaggriggin JbL Canpags Lasmmivg il Bagrns Baddevact ey oot be doend banmnd. b g mas. © whas o o part #CH 51 HD-200




L CHAFTIN 1

A wealihy couple are & howr in Bl mansion waids-
iy elessvion amd earing ive covam i omeone dhoots
tite wman pednt-hlak in the back of D head and then
blises Feir e itk o shotpun o member of e i dhe
brfare the couple s v sonx, 21 and 18, concrde that
ey did it. I o mationally ielevised rial for fort-diypeee
ermetimsally compaliing (Diet wnrsrsberated ) teammeny
desmibing hiowe their fatber sexinally molessnd and
spratially abused them sfion they weve btk beps. The
Braters coeitend they acted in solf-dofrve, belicding
dhar their panets were aboad fo sunder them io beep the
alfeged indestaous arts o famly secet. The prosecuion
rgures thar these beys killed dheir paects i oeder o ot
sharir hands o tirir § 14 svallian inheriimor fhey bad
quickly spevr 57000, (00 o hovwry cars; condas, and
Jastelonable claeling before they were anraed). The
uirnsy Bevomne dradlacerd oser wdrther o il daren
ueanslawghrer, amd the judpr docleres @ pmistmal, B e
second trial, the peosocution rduules dese “absese
exvuepr™ drefrror. The pary cowwsiss thee of presads-
sitied mrurder and sentences them fo Bie in prison
vt paroke, Seen aitereards, euch benober geo
imamied fthe older ove divanes avd bt @ seoond ined-
ol perenil conjiagel wins for lifees. (Herm, 1994,
Mydum, 1994, Auociated Prew, 1996a; snal
Hubbard, 2012}

An ey=Manwe whe works ac @ bapncer im0 a bar
untbes sp b bits bed and divcovens te his hoemae thar
Fis wiie oy sliord aff bis pesis wark o bivien i

Awvested Jor “malicions wesmding, " she feifi the
police that she monilated fim beeaise aarlier thhar
ervining im & dearvdeer supar e forred el upon
her. He is put on trial for prasiol woonel abeoe bt i
acquitied by a jury Ooat docy ot befieve fer ieztimamy
el oulerr husamiliotionss. TWhen she iy daralicied om
Jebwry chepes fironically. by the sme prosearoe for
the Bloody beroown arsaul, many people rally 1o her
side. T by npportens, she has sindemut the debnli-
taringg steveotype of framake paciity; she lrerally
disarmed hivn with @ nimgle strolee wend Herrue fhe
T e depeactors, shor fn o imater of smamitpolingon,
publicly playing the role off o sohbing bhettered wie
deserving of sympahy do diverr arsation oo her art
of rage apgainst o sheeping nisdsinid it frad Bost s
sexwal intoreat i foer, Facing wp to 20 pears
prisons, she decimes fo plad guilty o o leer chage
el e her day in cowrt, The jury accepn her
defrasr—sthat s war traumatized, deeply
depresied, it by iihbacks, and nocepiible 1
“srresicnble impulies™ bermase of peary of ounelry and
p-u-h.n-ﬂr Afier 45 dayy umder ehserrion in ¢
she is refeased. Soen afferwands, e
r-ﬂrmmm and them they eoch fake fngciel
dwglrhaumdu-ﬁw

Ohwr dhe yeaars, e in droenied s fimees, gty mutr-
ried chere wovr timies, stars i pove mowies, and brags
et abour 70 women have been sexcuafly atced o
i Bvarmisr of it erdead iond p-aftacheent usgery.
She i arreted for pumchinng her matlier bir then set
up a gaariiebly orpanizoton et sitreepis o prevent
domestic wolenor. (Margolick, 1994; Sachs, 1994,
and Moye, 2013)

Ty baseh o the clomic cavn thae were sesabved
by the criminal jusnce systemn years ago inoways that
cured quite an oproar and il proveke many
beacd documwons, the penons officially deugnatcd
dead parents, the duhed hushand—anguably could
be consedered by conain sundards = wrongdocn
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A {T-year-old boy sisaring o boosded svathin oo 2
pirias  riighel s sny e pelara it ek girdfniemad v Mo sl
hiperve from . choer after bying @ co of s and sowsr
amndy. A meviiber of o sigfabortiood ustih growp o
parral in a pated ooty of Anavbsirs that i
recemly maffered a moshh of breke-i drives by, spots i,
arad cally the polier, wodoing his spiions that, “He isup
toma god. ", The 91 1 dogpceer tells e 28- pras-old
iy, i Piaad Raaborin wtver o piswsial poe e nRenec af of
oty collepe, ot fo follkewr and comfoni the o,
Buit for doe, and afier b gers iet of his SUTV, shey
rxthange rords and becosre condrailad in o ficfioht.
Mrighbors hratr somnorr aermming and ploadimg for
help, and calf $11. When efficers amive, they find the
ey oot amed thor seerager dead froes o beallet 10 Jels
tht bie bad @ righe do fire by Bormsed Mamdiguon i selft
defessr. Fheer fhe mevws gpevady that the focal polior
drpartment has desided not i smest the aneed rime
wsich wimiers, drmondrations et s the -
try, demmanrding his aeest i an ooerzealous policr inan-
riiste vl sl 1 @ ignlante, Prosessers alsa conadrey
Jrowigions of the sat’s “ctamid pour gnond ™ bar fixe
cumering everdlers booddhed and devosiner the shooter for
ergaging in nacial profling becasisr e trasled e whar
bir devened po by & “suspicon mutsides. ™ The kel pobier
e stepy dosrwr, the sty prosooaier and the fissior
Dpuiitimenit re-opest the {mvestgpaiion, dnd President
Cbvna pdemtifici with she wrarmed poin b ina
tragically and mordlraly lilled, bl fosenaists that,
“H 1 had a1 som, o ool Bor {dor wction . = A jury of
i wrommens gy the defrmdant of dharpes of sevond

WHAT I3 VICTIHELOET? 7

degrer mamdrer, aend evem of the leser charge of -
shaaghicr, The juras refect the prosecntion’s version of
whr rvwmis: i the ey bnd delibemarly praried tre
oodiv-ckad Bk derniger and irfgared the fgler thie
ke e e fal chooting, The firy adcepts the inpured
" omife il Dl i bk b b rhie
nvnel, pronchorad By ool prpriatendly elemmvened b firid
apainesr ol stdoalle; amd thine e s furtified im firing e
provtent el beviasse e feimed o bodlily haews ov
dcarh. The testiony and cvndenioe it the tral doei ol
started ch fight by thutng the fint punch, o
srevutnrd for uellp, el aor wehhat pooint s the famisfran
dunune? Amgry protieees Guniing thit the dead tren
witi the pemiine vichim duer, NG fustice, mo pear,
Afies the aominnersial "not guilty™ vendict, die man
Jestnaredd i the rsenes several i for bewslier vt the
Buckley, 2003; and Jauregul, 20014}

At aound A 30 @, d 55 pedr-old wfisic wan ey
dowid prormalirgg el showting at beis frome dowr and then
it biiv side door. He grabs o shotpu amd fred 2 blasy
shrounply dnis fnckerd sveem doar inde the e of @ srenage
Bk grrl seamdinng oo his front posch, klling her
wstantly, He is srvesied amd put o trial. Althougly he
angidentally, he ielli the jrry that e thosgghi his hosme
wuti abount b be ippadded by seveva intruders and,
Jearivg for leis Kife, vowed that “1 wasn’r going fe cower
ier amy oosssee, [ ol et ta be & victim. = Thie prod-
et couterndi that by went f the dosr aned levnoe
e wraenied 8o confront and frighten sandals elio hod
defaced s velicle with paintballs  fewr weeles carhier
The jarry mejerts hit chaim of firing i self-defvse, ond
s ther s puriliy of wevound degree manrder wind

. T posny wonman e kalled amved out
i be 19, umarmed, o dnpotiated. Apparently she
i ity o cobvstvairion becaatie s i srclkifing Inelp
after beiang irmvwlowdd im a car ol meeby several fown
wurlier, {Anderson, 2014; and Abby-Lambertz,
14
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A 28-yrar-old mother of F enters her horar 1 gather
her belomgimgs 50 she can pseape from her absstor
eatranged fnband, whese periodic bratings have
inflicted iojiiries thar bave sent ey 00 a beacpinal. Bur
fie evinirns fiome wnexpectedly, acompanied by fuw of
her stepsons, The 10-pear-old wad 13- pear-old waich
ire Bt ax b bvars and prvamagies e, She mn i
tee garape ro ged it ber car but finds kerself trapped,
s she poahs er leensed handgun and renie o their
house. When be curses and dhanges sowandi ber, she
the kirchen critirg to ward fime off . Bei e calls the
podice, and her sty ane viewed @1 angry anirspés o
urt o Bl e cand s gomi. She rejects 4 plos offer
anl s put on il cod afier the jary delibensies fior a
ouve 12 wrimuses, she ix comvicted of teee ety o
aggravalrd duault with o deadly weapon, i ookl
lerp hev im privon for 20 peaiy, A praveoets meve-
chgpes 10 be dropped, vieing her ar a battered
swnman wha weod @ wweapon o defend lereelf from
imminrnt hodily snfury. e her comaction
ovemorsed beeaise of fmlry jiry imenations, the
peascoution sewa i reiry ler and fe seck comsenitios
srntenirs that wosld keep her befuind bar for
60 year. (Shepeard, 2014}
In all three of these recent high-profile cases
presented above, ane ather question anne: whether

ignated as the genuine wvictim (see Ghandnoodh,
2014}, Ako, m all three of thow caes, mdnaduals
pereeiving themselves 1o be ficing a threar of immi-
ment bodsty harm reached for their gun, mggenng 3
debate between advocates of armed selfedefense and
supparten of gun control leghlation (the srgument
of both sides of this controversy appear in Chapler
13}, Sharply differcam points of view wese sired in
dinmer whle dsomaon, oews meda columnng’
ilerpretations, oommosmn prscecdings, ad even
politscal mllics abow the role of mec in decnson
imaking and about the wie of desdly weagsom fior
seif-provection These are the kind of mmwes that vic-

tmelogars need bo study socniifeally.

actually vhe gualty parry and who really s the imjured
parey, knee-jerk pro-victim impulses provide no me-
ful guidance for action. The confusion inherent m
the wnrealistically smphiatic bibels of 100 percent cul-
pable criming and 100 percent innocent victim
undencones the need for objeaivity when oying 1o
figure out who i primarily reponsble for whatever
biwbreaking ook plce. Clearly, the dynamio
betwoen victiom and wictimizen need o be sored
out m an ¢venhanded and open-mimded manner,
ﬂbﬂuﬁmmjnﬁmﬂw
In rare instamees, even the suthorites can't
make up thew nunds, 3 this unrealved mcident
demonstrates:
A pizza pares daef arl @ male hrochsan become
embroiled im o kife fohe thar qpili owr on 0 a ity
street. They stab amd slask eacly other and wind wp in
different hospitals. The police amest hoth of the
irgurrd psetics oot chanpes of attompeed murder o iovll
wi other offoreses. However, cach of the convbatanis
wefuses o destify im froved of @ graed fury apains his
advorrsary, frarimg seli-inmimamation i e fus 2
mey’s office deciines 6o prand invmanity from prese-
aution b either of the nrw panties becanse detectives
camiriod_frguiee snnl iwha iani the aftaleer and ude
Jourght back i self-deferie. As a rendt, neiifer i
imdicied, and o judpe dismirses ofl the charpes pend-
img from the weelee. Both woanded men, snd e
pleaied with the ouscome—thr no one usil et in
irsably for an sl wigh o deadly wespon.
(Poobbina, 200 1)

Criminals Can Be Victims Too

To funther complicate matens, impartislity b called
for when ithe mpured pany dearly tums out @0 be
an undenishle bwbraker. To put i bluntly,
predaton: prey wpon each other a1 well 23 upon
mmmﬁmufd:gumﬂpuhhc Some
seauls and shyingy surely can be characterized 2
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“enminal-on=crmmmal.” Rescarchen (e Singer,
1981; and Fauah, 1990 noted long ago thar people
who mutncly emgage i ibegl aoovines are
mare hkely o ger han than their law-shiding
coanterparts, When an ongameed crime symdicate
“puts our 3 contract™ on 2 fval Bobon's chiefiain,
the gamgpter who geo “whacked™ in 2 “mob rab-
out”™ 15 not an ing cinzen sruck down by an
act of mndomly directed violence. Simillardy, when
o mirf battle crupts between drug dealen and
one vanquishes the oiher, & must be remembered
that the loer apired o be the vicior, When youth
gang feud with exch other by carmying aut “deive-
by" shootings, the young memben who get gunned
down are casmltics of their own brand of reali-

unuggen, tafficken, and othen living life in the
fast lane of the underwodd ofien get hon because
they enter into dowdowns with volmile pemom
knawn to be srmed and dangreroue. What could it
pasibly mesn o be pro-victim in these rather com-
maon cases i which bwhseakens harm other wrong-
doers? The designations "victim™ and “offender”™ sre
not slways 3t opposite poles but sometames can be
picmured as overlapping categorics somewhere near
the middle of 2 continuum bounded by complete

mmmd‘ﬁﬂlkplmﬁdqr

protection snd redires theough the cour. For exam-
ple, prostinutes who trade sexual Gvors for money are
frequently beaten by waduric johns, robbed of their
camings by explodtative phigs (ece Boyer and James,
1983; and Brese. and Hunbeck, 2005), and ocea-
wonally rgeted by senal killers. The hanma they sf-
fer ate more senou than the ~olfenses™ they coimm
{see Coston, 2004). Somlady, drug addicn who get
besten and robbed ment awisance. Mext, consider
the pomsbiley of the intergenenanonal tammnmson
of mimung force—a cycle of violence over ame
that mramiforing 3 victim oito 3 vactimiser (ee Fagan,
Piper, and Cheng, 1987). For cxample, 2 child sab-
jected to periodic beatings might grow ap (o parent

WHAT IS VICTIHELOET? ]

m:d-h:tudﬂhl el the formunes of boys and
girh known o have been phosically and sexually
sbused over lv'nh:w- period of several decades
conichuded thar hmhnﬂdumwﬁapm’amn-

wally mereaied the oddi of future delmquency and
violent crminoliy (Widom and Masfield, 3001),
Another borggitudingd wudy of molewed maler esti-
philes, more than 10 percent grew up o become
sexuil agggrownon and exploiten (Skuse ot al., 2003).
Simiilarly, the rewbts of 3 survey of convicts revealed
that they were much mare bkely to have been abused
physically or sexually 21 children than their biw-
abiding counterparts (Hardow, 1999),

Even more confising are the situatons of cer-
i groups of people who costinuously switch
roles as they lead their mewy and deeply troubled
daily lives. For instance, desperate heroin addicts ane
repeatedly subjected o comumer fraud (dealen
comunty chest them by wlling heavily adulierated
packens of thin forbidden powder). Meverthelen,
after being twindled over and over again by their
smipplicrs, they routinely go our and steal other peo-
ple's property to raise the cah that pays for their
habnits (see Kelly, 1983). Similacly, teenage gics who
engage in prostinstion are arrested by the police and
st 1o juvenile cour as delinguents, in sccordance
with the bw. But reformen picture them a8 wexu-
ally sbused by their pimps and by jolns who actu-
ally comimt sEnEory rape upon these underage sex
worken., Are they victinm who need help cather
tan offendens who  dewerve  punihment  [see
Knuof, 2001)? Te frher complicate martes,
offenden. can morph into wictin right under the
noses of the suthorities. For eample. when delin-
quenis are thrown m wath older and tougher
minates 0 sdul jalk these wenagen Goe grave
msks of beng physcally and sexually ssaulted
(" Mew snudy,” 2008). In penal istnmons, convics
become victims entitled to pres chargss and to pro-
wction when they are muolicd, pang waped, or
seck to sofle any comphining and reportmg
“wnitching”). Abount half of all inmates in wate pris-
ot told interviewerns that they had been thot at in
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10 CHAFTIN 1

thew past lives on the street, and more than 2 fifth
had been wounded by gunfire (Harlow, 2001).
Vinlence begen violence, 1o the exvens cha
thoae who wifer today moay be mchined o inflcr
pakn on others tatmorrow, For exanple, & group of
siodents  might band  together 1o
smbush thetr bullyiong tormenton; or 3 battered
wife might bunch a vengeful surprise smck agains
her bruzal bishand.

Victims Can Find Themselves at Odds
with the “Good Guys™

Striving for oljectivity it important for yet an-
other rexson. Crme victims can and do become
embroded @ conflics with penom and  groups
besides the perpetraton who have directly inflicted
physical wounds and cconomic lowmes. Enjured par-
des might nune grcvances aguins  joumalses
wpumrr;lhmn their caws; police officers and

nepreienting '

mmmrhn;mhhﬂnfﬁrmﬂpm
and judges deciding how to resolve their caey, pro-
bation, parole, and comectiom officen supervung
convicts who hernsed them; bhwyen handling ther
lawyuin i cvil coun; governmemal agencics and
leghlative bodies shaping their legal nghts. socal
movements eiher speaking on ther bekall or
oppoiing  thelr wohoy and buuncno viewing
them an cager customens for secunty product and
services. Imparmality helps socual soientisn o under-
stand why fcnon can develop m these stuations
and how o fad solutiom i these relatiomnhips
brcome antagnmistic.

Fint conssder the stmation in which some vic-
o are pted spamsr odhers Thin can arme n the
aftermmth of 3 Poan scheme collapse, when it
comes w0 parceling our whatever funds renain w
the many mveston who were defauded. Those
imverton who bought in and cahed owr carbicr
made mancy at the expenie of thote who jumped
n nght before the pyramid scheme was unoovered
(see Henriques, 2010). Which victma are truly the
“good guys," and which are more deseoving
of inaccurate depictions than othen? Objectiviry

?wmmmmmm

Mext, corsder how victims ofhighly publicred
cnms could be outraged by the way the news media
portmayn then. Pather than wde with the bijuned
pﬂmuw:ﬁlhtplmlmcmrhtum
shouldn't 3 victimologin adopt the sance of 2
detached and dismiteresied observer who investignes
thewe charges of insenutivity and inaccuracy perhaps
by caryirg out 3 hne-gramed content analysh of
press coverage i those high-profile cases?

Third, comder those sitwations where well-
intentionsd official and growps put larwarnd compet-
ing criminal justice policies, both of which elaim to
be pro-vicim. For instanee, prosecutaes” offices have
adopted one or the other of two alternative waysof
roponding to violence botween intimate paciners.
Ome policy enbles 2 batered woman 1o remain in
contrel of “her™ case and alomasely deade if she
wanits to prews chaspes againt her hushand or lover
wrhom the had arrested for suaultng her, Advncares
af leming her choose whether to prosecute ar not
emphusire thar this approach empowen her m
weigh her slfermatives snd iake her peronal wfery
into account. The other policy mandares that the

ion of the amestee should go forwand on
the basi of the availlable evilence (police officer res-
timary, photos of bouises, cyewimen aocounis, o
pital records, smd 911 recondmgp), even i the imjined
parry want (o drop the charges (cither because she
fean reprink or wek rapprochement). Supporten of
this policy believe that when batterers know they will
be held respomible and punnbed, domestic violence
wrill subsicde a1 2 socictal problem. In other words,
her ability ro determine what she wanm to do abeout
her individual miwation st be menficed for the
“greater good, ™ whuch B po e cases ke hen to gen-
enally deter would-be batteren from ssaulnng their
parmers. Only an impartal analyss of scendfically
pithered evidence can determune which of these
two cstcraibly pro-victim approaches best serves the
lonig-term snterei of moit domestic Violenos victin
{see O'Sulbivan, Davis, Farole, and Rempel, 2007,
and Nichok, 2014).

The Pentagon has tried for severnl decades o
reduce the number of sexual sseubs inficred by
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members of the marmes, army, navy, air force, and
even the coast guard upan their comrades in amm
in service scademies, barracks, rlitary baves, and
even foreign bantleficlds. Afier the US. Senue
debated altemative ways to bring the problem
under control, rwo competing bilk, both clabming
to b pro-victim, came up for 3 vote. Supporten of
one propoul anrued char soldien. wilon, and mar-
ines who are sexuslly ssaubied fear thar il they dare
to file a complunt, their sapenon may nol &t m
their behall. S0 they wrged legilaton that would
have stripped comumanding officers of their abahity
to decide which caes reported to them should kead
to 4 cournt wartial and would have empowered mil-
itary prosecutons 1o make thar deciion sbowt pres-
ing charges or not. Bt the majorty voted aguim:
this proposl; and imbead the Scnate pased the Vic-
tirms Prodection Act of 2014 that provides complai-
nant with specal counsels 1o advise them about the
pros and com of punuing their cases in the military
ax oppated to the cvilian criminal justice system
{Jordan, 2004}, Which of tyese two competing
approaches would have been berter for vicoms of
sexcunl assuln? Will the new reform bring sbout
nham:ﬂnmmmn?ﬂbﬁuﬂy not parti-
sanship, s nreded 10 answer these questions

The shove cxampioy undemscore bow wmpor-
tant if i for rescarchen to remain neutal st the
outiet of a study. Now conmder the dilenmnm
muyy everyday poople Boc bocae of thewr com-
poting boyaltiet: ther desire to back crime victima in
ctheir sruggle for fntice versn reraining, e (o
illstrate how obpecavity and npartiality e soocly
needed whenever pro-victim mpabes noe be bal-
instance, enthisisaie suppon for the police or for
the pro-lfe movement.

The missien of police depamments & 10 protec
and serve the pubbic, and mos people ropect and
admnire the courage of officens who nak their lives 1o
rescue hostagees taken by Kidnappen. But who would
1 pemson who B pro-vicim as well 25 pro-police sde
with when these well-intentioned officen socidentally
kill by “fendly fe™ a captive they are secking o
free from the clinches of 3 capos® Would they agree

WHAT IS VICTIHALOET? 11

quate traimving and an overrcliance on military-iryle
SWAT tactics rather than hostage negotistion techni-
ques, or woulkd they stind thoulder-to-shoulder with
thy the coursgeow officer did nmothing wrong?
Cleardy, objectvty is called for when examming the
cifectivenes of exiting hw enforcement srategie
anwl depanmental policics m theie magedics that per-
oddically seine the astennon of the news media and the
pubdic (for example, s Dewan, 2005; Roubin, 2008;
Murphy, 2004; and Haake, 2014},

People who are pro—choie would agree that a
girl or woman who has been compelled o vishnic
o uwestuous rehitiom or a forced penetrason tt
rosiks ko a3 pregaicy should not have to bear the
rapnt’s child. But thowe who want to mimimise the
suffening of these females and yet ane abo paionately
pro-life might find chemaelver om berween ther
comilctng loyalties Thin dilememy i foughe ot in
pubdic whenever candidstes nanning for office declane
their supporr for wrc ansasbomon bill thar wonlkd
periie no excepions, not even for termanating preg-
nancies remlting from incest or npe (iee Redden,
2013). Evaluating the impact of these controversial
policies and propoal shout terminating deyperately
unwanted pregranoes requires an open-nunded and
even-hanaded approach to the anpuments advaniced by
both sdes abour how muny progmancies each year
amie from nccit or Fape, and what are the cohe-
quences for the mother who s compelied o bear
the rapie’s child and for that baby = it grows up. In
muany wates, the man, unlew he i convicted of rape,
can wie for visextion xnd ceneody rights, Bke any other
airmged Gither {(ice Chapier 10,

SOURCES OF BIAS THAT THWART
OBJECTIVITY

To sum wp the srpuments presented i carier sec-
won, when chooing projecs to reearch and when
pathenng and interpreting data, victimaologasts mm
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Scientific skepticium in the face of caims (“Prove
ﬂﬁ’bﬂ‘tnﬁrﬂﬂm"‘j-mﬂilﬁmﬂnr

strategies, antithefi hardware, and secovery pro-
grams genuinely work of are ineffective or even
counterproductive i reaching their swted goake
Expert opinson, in repoits, 1n couwlt botimony, of
i the daroom, must be based on G, oot fidh.
Bcszarch, policy analyses, and prognm evahnnom
it tell the whole truth, no matter who i diap-
poanted or insadred,

Three tvpes of bizses undermine the abiliey of
any woal scienmss (o jus vicomologEns) o
schieve objectiviry and draw concluion based on
sbid evidence fsee Myndal, 1944). The fim may

CXPETRIIES, the form of
individual preferences amd peejudicss. For example,
victmologus who have been penonally hanmed
some way {beaten by 3 lover, mobbed, or raped, for
example) might become sa sensitired to the plight of
cheir felow victima that they can s iwoed only from
that point of view. Convenscly, those who have
never been through sch an ondeal might be unsble
o truly grasp what the ingured pantes et endure.
In cither case, the victimobogist may develop 3 b,
whether it be oversnmtviy and ovendenisficanon
of inderatvity and bick of dennfication.

A wecond type of bis derives froni the begacy
of the dsopline mself The Lnguage, conceps,
theones, and mesesech poonnes cn rellecr the
collective preferences and priontics of i founden
and ther followen. For neance, ot @ widdy
Jthtnﬂlt@dihuﬂrp’lm:tﬁmﬂnﬁcﬂnf
study infroduced 3 victim-blinmg  arientation
mito the new decipline, bt over the decades the
tide has decisively turned. Todsy, the vast nujoriny

of victmmologets make no seoret of their opposice
commitrenty not to Gnd Buk with desse who are

wmiffering but mrher o devise more effective meam
of gid, suppore, and recovery.

Although whbile, a thind type of biss can be
tced back to the mood of the tmes. Victimolo-
mﬂrﬂnﬁﬁmﬂhﬂﬁ:mmuﬂu

rmﬂﬂnyh-lhmmmﬂhmhnppwrd
o bolding the sococoonemis wystem sooountble
for it shortcomings and Bilings {(epecially chnoni-
djhuhnmufwrmplmm:mii;mwln[
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jowmabsss and crmnal jestice offical B unavod-
ably 3 value-lsden puruit that srouses intense pas-
o and sharply dementing views. As 3 rewle, wome
have argued that objectivity i an imposable and
unrealitic goal that sthould be sbandoned in favor
of o foethnght affinmation of values and allegiances.
They sy that victimologins [and other sovial scien-
s} should acknowledye their biases ot the oot
to alert their audiences to the slant that their anaby-
st and policy recommendations will mke. Othen
argue that objectivity @ worth eriving for beciuse
wirbjectivity thwants attempts to accurately descnibe,
undentind, and expliin what o happemng, why it
carme about, and how condstiom can be improved.

For the purposes of a testbook, the bt course of’
sction is to present all mdes of controversa! sues.
Mevertheles, space himitations kuipose hund chodoes.
Thas book focues abrvowt entirely on victinm of inter-
pemsonal violence and theft (sreet crimcs such =
murder, rape, robbery, ssaul, idnapping, bungliny,
lsreeny, and motor vebicle theft), There are many
other categories of bwhreaking: crimes in the wntes
imvodving a berrayal of truse and an sbuse of power by
high government officials agatm their rivali or to the
drmnmoflltmwﬂpdﬂt lnt!ll:rmrpnm!
excoutives who can llegally inflicr mossive loses
und injuries upon their company’s worken, custo-
men, Rock ownens, or competiton. Whate-collar
ther employers or fraud by atirens agnnt govern-
ment prograne ako impowe muich grester financal
costs than streer onmer. Owganized rackets un by
madrpers (drug smuggeling, gun mafficking, counter-
feiting of diocinments and carrency, gambling, extor-
tion] geoerate milions of dollim,  undermine
everyday bfe, and stmubie officl comupoon
{hnhﬂmhuk;&ahﬂm}ﬂnnﬂnhﬂl
o some, vice 1o
uﬁ:ﬂ—mmmmﬂbmwﬁrwﬂm
and crimuimal pustice respoe might be worse than the
ongmal deviant behavior mvolving - tanactons
Betwedn cormenting adults (eich ai il
gal wagermg, and sreci-level dmg sclling and bary--
ingy, Clearly thewe other cateparici of crimé are x
wnoos and ment attention fom scholars, b
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But they are not the fypes of bwles deeds that
come to mind when people ik abour “the crime
problem ™ or expres fears abowt being harmed. Soreer
crimie scares the public, preocoupies the media, keeps
pobee departments busy, and captires the notce of
polbiticiams. These conventiomal, ordinary, depres-
ingly Gmiliar, and all-too-common predatory ao
have angble. wisble, and readily idenofiable victims
mwmﬁmduﬂmmﬂmhamd

by abtractions {mech a1 "3 competitive eoomamy™
or “mational wourity”), impenons] eotities (such 2
the U.S. Tresury or multinatioml corpomtion), or
vaguely debmed collectivities fiuch & voten, @x-
payers, investon, shancholden, or conmumen). It is
difficult o grasp precacly who has suffered in these
Mnﬂuimﬂrmwﬂrmdmn'hcwmr

wrading, chectoral fraud, illegsl campatgn contribu-
wons, and moome e evaswon, But mdwaduals hust
by asssilann, robber, and rapan an be cxly wden-
ghicd, obwerved, contacted, interviewed, wudied,
coumehed, asisted legally, and treated medically,
As 3 resule, 3 wealth of statismical data has accumo-
Lited about their woumnd, oo, and emotonal
reactions. For thew ressom, victinis of interpenanal
vialence and thefi will be the pnmary focus of
attentyon and concem throughout the text, even
mflict much more severe socal and economuc dam-
age (e Mam, 2005). But note that tha dearon
ummediascly introduces a bias into this mtroduction
w the feld of wvich . ome that reflects the
expenences of authors of amcles and extbooks,
the collective prionis of the dicipline’s founden
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Victimology's Undeserved “Bad Reputation”™

Mot very long after the term entered mainstresm
culture, viminolyy (undeservedly?) became 2 “diny
word.” Some prominent and imdgheful people who
ought to know better misase “victimology™ 4 &n
epathet spit out thiough clenched teeth. Thas dis-
rurbing trend emerged during the 19%0s and unfioe-
turately B becoming even more catrenched and
pronounced dunng the rwenoy-fint contury, For
exzmple, in an article condemning 3 speech deliv-
ered by President Obama, an edivor of & polinical
joumal wied the torm iktmelory in 3 negative way
four times {aich o “Obams has now put the pres-
dential mprimatur on the creden kind of racial
victimology....”) (MacDonald, 201, Similady, a
former specchwriter for Praident Bush wrote an
editorial headhined, “The Victmology of Hallsry
Clinton™ (Frun, 2004). And 3 nononslly syndicated
radio talk show how, reponding to 3 caller who
characterized “vicumology”™ a5 3 mindset about
feelmg guilty for being privieged, reponded,
“But this whole noton of vicumology, 1 totadly
get it (Limbaagh, 2004}—buwt doss he really?
Some dramatic illsmanons of how wonmology
has been hid-movthed i the miedis 31 maddied
thinking or even denounced 2 a contempuible
point of view over the year appear in Box 1.2,

What were these commentaton. thinking when
they isaed thee derranciation of what
they branded & “victimology™ Why & thia rebs-
dvely new acadennc ducipine being sngled out
For much hanh criticiam?

Evadenty, thowe whoa condemm what they label
“yvictimalogy” are railing 31 something other than
scientific research focused on people harmed by
crimimab. The mantake thele commicotaton e
making B parallel o the improper ussge of the
phrate “iociological forces”™ rther thin “weil
forces,” and “psychological problems”™ imwesd of
“mentsl probleon” Vienmology & jun one of
mmany “—ologes” (ncloding such namowly focused
fclds of sudy = volcanology, penology, oF stic-
dology, or wich brosd docplne s socology and
povchology). The suifix by mercly mexs “the
study of™ If the phrase “the obpecove sudy of

mmie viotms” o substituted for “wicomology™ in
the excerpes quoted above, the sentences make no
wme, Vicnmology, weiology, and peychology are
dnciplines that adopt 3 cemain spproach to their
subject mutter or a method of amlysls thae nuin-
toins 3 pasticuler focus, but they do not mipose 2
partinan point of view or yield o set of prodicuably
biased conclusons.

Tt appears that what these strident denunciations
are dending b 3 victimiEton-cenderod oRcntition
that can be camcgorized 21 the ideology of
victimism {see Sykes, 1992). An idealogy (mich
# conservatban or liberalinn) 8 3 coherent, inte-
grated wt of belicfi that shape interpretation and
leads eo polinel sction. Vicomiun b the outdook
of people who share a sense of commeon vicmmbood
Individush who scocpt this ocutlook beleve that
they gain imight from an undertanding of hivory:
al how their fellow group memben {wch a5 women,
homosexuals, or acial and relighous minorities) have
been serioumly “wrenged™ by some vl group (o
put it mildly; viciouly daughtened would be o beter
way to phrse it in many hismncal cases’) or held
back and kept down by unbir social, economic, ot

polinal  mstimtons htlllt upan oppresuve  and
upln-um:mhzmi

For example, in 3 well-known speech in 1964
irigght before Congres passed civil righis legislinon
officully dsmanihing segrogation]), Malcoln X, the
ficry spokcuman for the blick natoasbis move-
meit, adopied o victimist owtlook when he pro-
chiimed {ere Beettman, 19%046) “I'm one of the 22
million blick people who are the victom of
Amenicanim .., vicoms of democracy, nothing
bue disguied hypocriay ... Fm wpeaking a3 2 victim
of this Amenican dream system. And [ see America
through the eyes of the vicum. | don't sec any
Amwncan dream; | see an Amencan nightmare,”
A wicomast review of the hstory of Afncan
Ammeenicans up (o the present would stres how the
cvili of shvery were “perfeetly kegal™; how fim
mwﬂwmm
sccommodationd antil the 1950k wene permiited
by a Supreme Courr decitton; how hynch maobe
rarely pot imto wouble for cheir  extrsjudicial
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BOX 1.2 Some Striking Examples of “Victimology Bd_:'n'_ng‘_

The centext and Hsen the ralemest dessancisg
“victimology”
Canceming malefemal o

Iroring 2 rasionaly televised irterview, 3 oitic of con-
twmporary feminiam (Paghis, 1923} declusnd, T hoe
wicimalogy. [ despice & vichim-centered view of the -
wrrin. Do not beach jpoung eomes thae thisr hevitooe i
eaching butt victimdnoton. *

& collsction of lerten written to (e sditens of the
Sew Tork Mesey (1594, p £5] wen publivhed woder G
headling “Whit weomen want i £ lof e vinttmslogy. ”
A reviewss (Marrop, 2003) of a book aboot the difficd.
N fasing boyn weote, “The ot of vickisedagy raquaine
threr easy sieps (1) Mestify & group sefoing resl o
percerved igustions, (1) Exspperete the peobiem. (1)
Haorie the probien on 8 group pou dent lbe. Coaerra-
imves hove e condemned the “wicimalagy mefsusry©
1 o mechel. arpecinlly whes peoofiond by women and
minenices. Ar i happen. conservativer alo play Dhe
game. amd miry well bubeed.... The letewd vitiosond
Foap reimn Lo be Amarioes boye”

A potities] anilyt mbtitled het provective arids
bt an aleged “Cempnis Rape Myth® s “The resdine:
lagus seanimine feminist virimalopy, end wnieermity
Epproved sew boya ™ | MacDanald, 2008).

foncrming héraproued femapocs! nelotipns:

In b rerwrpupes opinisn jeee shed (e comlioeedty
mroundng bomcsereals serving in the mitary, the
suthas (Sullivan, 1993, p. AZ1] cheerved, “The offecr
thal wding the ben muld havr on the gay comammaly @
& embaidien e farces off respeaniiliy and sdepraton
i whaken (e impalies of viclsohsy and derpdis, A
defpot woorld sed 0 mgnad o @ poy communiry &f &

erpsrrsniy b Koprful Intrpradion ardl § new
wrlopue i chr victimology of the phetfo. ™
Conpering race end athmi refation:

An mohar of & book shout rare relatioos called 2 wedl-
Treren, miwerend and civil dights artimist & “professenal
wictinnlngiet ™ (ree Drshen, J01).

i former gevernar of Colmads {Lamm, 2004) wamed
that & plot to "dectroy Americs” throogh immigration
el maiticultiretism wonld Michide the followiag sne-
ey, "establisk the ol of ctimeingy . ST @ gikee
wnce isgunry Maming aff minoney fadre o e
majordy populstion ©

A crwgapes columeist and polites] sctivist (Kahoer
2011) lamended: ivid racal set-arsled
dowmingte lorge pwathes of Lesevicmn Ufe, fom iaivernity
aafiiens deed H—wmuum
raryy gnedl poveptroction *

Concermung dnfernalional relabions

A femar Sovet nteligence officer (Fadkpa, 2004)
demounoed (he Prdbed Natieny 2 & beesding geound for
"2 wirudend sirsin of Aatred for Ameriza, grawm from the
o v wtieology. T

& prominent commentates (Broaks. $0063) woste abeut
£ha public’s prrception of the Mddle Bet: “West thher
Amarioens e 1 fomshicol violseey, & rampant culture of
vinhmwlogy and grievance. a crsdency by many Aroby &0
create.

A revirwes (Andsrion, 2008) of & boolk abeut W wer on

Tha wreretary of defensa = both the Bush and Qhama
admiristyptions [Gates, 2009) told mambers of the
mmad forcesc T shusk mesr of ser fendies donT regend
hermaeives oy wicimg and don't sppraiate srmetimes the

wictimeogy puece. They are very prowd of the service of

Comcwrning “rultare warz™;

In ks wynadicated colamn, 3 lsafing conssrvating parti-
i (Beckley, 1994, p 104} condemssd the thinkiing of
thar P Woodtiock ion: “Phe rowntermitunal
iy s the pevfect ovoompusimant far the cialnire af
sevusl self indulpency, of echibitgmian, of erime and
ilnpiirmacy. and wthmic rancor end wohimelogy,

Cosermiing dourtnigmn srabajies

A mrery magarine colmmind (Lo, 200F) teok 3 swipe at
exrtals Liwpulte: Vel overpbody U @ viotin now, bt
Ehan others, The yoar's best sxampis sux O fri of
rsperrine berts wite swed MeDondld’s. doiming Sbe dorper
chaim el them far by endcing them o naf 1o masly
swnfy every day for foer yoare

In a axftigue of severdl fusy verdicts that Found defrs-
daabs “not guility.” & Bew MAAEING SOMNARIIE
(i, R0 :#.l.hd "‘lmﬁqhhthnq'rh

{Eantt i)

Ty a1 B 1 Lo bitr iy B Bogras Bapacred i) oo e et acieiel o Sedfcaad o ot 0d v gl Vel b2 Sk 532
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pox 1.2 (Continued) i EGECGEGCGEGE—

it slofin deAans U Etr mOE reipouille o podrr
actioni—in begimring to warp thr leped pysiee.
That dreey of thin seema fo Ehcape wictimalapist, A Sove
e that g wilh the slogun. Tea'? bine e victie”
e pivives o blamy murder virgma for thair cem
deaths *

Cemcprming aosdpeio o iy on ool compuse:

A columnied (Seebach, 1999, p. W) berated Bl pee-
fessar for producing coliege grads whom msplepers
wauld reject becouse The uderts wess “aperhy sly in
victimelogy o appremen sudic

. 1pmniﬂmnmwm
dection of & perw wnd ty poesadend a evidencs Rhat
wﬂmhﬁlMHﬂmm
vsmadagy,

®  ryuing that reseatment bpeinat highly efiscated cus-

(WL 1958, p 42) tithed his mymdicated column
oppouing the Clistos simiratration’s antimoking
cumpasgn a8 “Pravident fends the cuiltare of
virmmalogy,

u Do jarvalint (Parker. 1999, p. B08) even Enalstod that
* Ao ey fed wp with hewnferhomtury
vy, ”

munders how Klan teror ofien went unpunithed:;
and how ingustices withim the cnmmanal justice pro-
cest such as police brutaley and racial profibing con-
timoe gt up to the praent.

Sumilarly, a lesding figure m the women's
liberathon moverent of the late 1960s analyzed
“sexual polmc” in 2 victimes way (Millee, 1970);
'ﬂppmurdpuup have been denied education,
ECORGTIE the power of oifice,

mmmwﬂwﬂﬂ-

been conmently denped all of these, amed thear
denial oday, while stcnusted and pastial, & never-
thelem comssent.™ A wictimnt penpective abwn
the history of fomale oppresson would poinn o
hovw i thee past grks and young: women who testi-
fied that they had been rped fele s of they were put
on irial; how battered women's plean for help were
gnered by the men at the hedm of the orminal
justice sretent; and how females were barred from
wrving on juness and were sronghy discoursged
from punuing various carcen, uuh o becoming a
police oificer, bowyer, or judge.

Stunch ribo of ourent  conditions  ofien
connect the dots by weang the moots of wday's

social problems back dhroogh centunier of wuem-
atic subjugation. Acuvists bebieve thar the unfair
practices of the pat peris right up o the praent.
Bat the commnontaton oted i Box 1.2 olaim
that adopung the kind of vicumst onentwnon
leads to an unhecalthy preoccupation of dwelling
on past wrong that impedes efforss to make prog-
e today

This debate over who or what 15 to blame for
persting injusthces anrrownding wx, b and race
i part of an ongosng politcal bartle for the hears
and minds of the Amwrican people—a continuing
wkcologcal struggle that & ofion cateponzed as
“identity polices,” which b part of the "culture
wan.” Unforunately, victimology has become
confsed with vicimism and 25 o result has been
caught up in the oo fire between partians
of the Hight and Lefi Hmhﬂlmﬂ-rw % an
“~ology™ and not an “-km, umub,e:nw el
rndﬂnwﬁudmmmﬂdn.phrﬁmﬁm
or speak with jue one wvoice in thess poliocal
debates. So there b no reason W oondemn the
whaole wholady enterprise of wioimology and dis-
mim it & awed, dstored, of dunted, 5 the oom-
mentton quoted m Box 1.2 did. To pur i blundy,

Eingg ' yiE 0L Carrpnge lasrmty bl Bagrns Fadde rec ey sol b digeed MarawE b Segeined 1 mbak 6 s pan WO AL 0 S0




vichmiology has recerved 3 bum rap by those whe
mockingly equate it with victimium Fead on and
thin confimon will be dinpelled. Vicumology will
take vhape a3 challenging, mesningfil, balanced,
enlightening, socully comtrudtive, and relevant
ficld of sudy that focuses on 3 very old problem
froum a fresh, new anghe.

As-a branch of socul saence that dosely focuss on
hew people behave and resct, vactimology mus be
m:u&ufi.-uud.?ﬂ :mﬂuﬁmnm&d

i that rescarch s always nocosary bocaine “coitumon
sore” of “tonventionsl wisdom™ i sometimes mi-
taken, and what people chink they already know &
icnrredt,
For exsmple, comider what happened in thn
real-life incidene
A #3-prov—old grad sindont oniers 4 dassroem in
pieicle dbowt 20 students bod ecsomdbled J fow
ey beforr daor. Armed with a milicary semviou-
tomaric rifle koaded with @ 30.novnd chip, he points
the svapan af his classenates and pulls the trigper, by
e rifle . He tvies agains, buit apoin the gun dives
wiod fire. The shudersts iealize ey aor inder atnack
and drop to the foor, everturn their desks, and oy io
horde Bhiurd thowm. Chne oosergpeour stndeond shosrs bis
fide thoe hadheay and sl out of the balding, The
panaan flees oo bait & captianed ustliin s hosr Back
& iy howe, (Asmamen and Crevwedl, 1995)

Evugmrlnmﬂuhwewﬂmmzime

the 20 dinrsught students raoed away in 3 padiic
distely sought out coumelon provided by the
adminmtraton, aght? Wong! Ooly a2 few were
openly emotional and coed. Mot wene in 2 sate

WHAT IS VICTIHALOET? i

of deval and milled sround the entmnce W
desth experienice, dimniming it @ though 1 wa
mivial. Mo one called the campuy meneal bealth
center right away. Most sought out the company
Jﬁrﬂdm“mmmm:.mdugm

ﬁqn@tmﬂmﬂﬂnﬂh’ymnﬂrﬂcﬂ:ﬂd
vulnerable, who are easy prey and s unhksdy o
put sp much of o sruggle to escape or to try to
overpower and capture them, Therefore, it seems
predicuable that elderly bidies would be robbed
much more often than young men, night? Wong,
Duta derived fom 3 natonal survey of the public
carmed out by a government agency, the Burcau of
Jumice Soitencs, cach yesr reveal thar robben go
after wenage boys and voung men muech more
often than okler women.

Asa final example, most prople are Bmilisr with
the mibitry’s problem of sexual ssauke wichm the
ranks {mentioned above). Few would be awrprised
that servicemen, epecially those of higher rm]l:h
exploit their power over the women in
mmd!rmmuhmmmu}m:m:hm
will. But it may be quite 3 shock o most observers
o dncover that a3 bittde mone than halil of all mpars
gathered by recarchen of “unwanted sexual con-
oen” impoied by men were directed at other men,
Men therefore made up the majonny of the gt of
sexoual asaulrs, alchough women suffered dispropor-
thonately high rites (lomales make up anly 15 per-
cent of all membens of the armed forees bat slmoe
50 percent of all vicimmn). Clearly, the findings of the
Pentegon's survey indiwate that the problems of sex-
wal violence goes Br beyond the confines of male=
female relavom among enlisees in the anmy,
mavy; amr force, and moarmes {see Do, 20003,

Bescarch i always necded bocause unexpected
wpan the ame methods used by all social scientise:
cmie dudicd, sirveys and polls based on quidstion-
natres and mreraews. carcfully designed sl
expetiments, content andlyses of vabow foms of
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comumumcation (ke movies and song o), -
ondary analyses of documents and files, records of
focus group interactions, and up clow and peronal
ethnographic mquines based opon wstemanc Geld
abservations,

COMPARING VICTIMOLOGY
TO CRIMINOLOGY

Victimology is an anerdaciplinery Gicld that benckio
gists, soctal worken, political scientish, docton,
nurses, ciming] jusoce official, lawyer, spintoal
lezders, and other peofesionaly, volunreen, sdvo-
caves, and acovnts, Bur scadermically and organiza-
tionally, victimology is best conceived of 2 an anea
af speclirstion within criminalogy, on par with
ather flickds of intensive sudy, mich s delinguency,
drug alue, and penology. All thowe subdisaplines
mient clective courses and texibooks of thelr own in
colloges and praduste progranm. In other wonh,
crimmology i the older parent dicipline and vic-
timmwelegry is the recent offshoor.

Criminology can be defined & encompasng
thewr vacnm, cnminal Liw and the justice system,
and socienal reactiom o the cnme problen.

The Many Farallels between Criminology
and Victimology

EMﬂELtﬂl-nnlqllyewhhguhhqlhl
wictimalogy parallch #pamu.mmnuhw

marry ways. Crminologss sk why comin mdivi-
duak beoome mvidved m biwbreaking wihile othen
do not. Thew wudies concentrate on the offenden’-
backgrounds and motives m order to uncover the
root causes of their mubehavior. Vionmologses sk
why some idividuals, houscholds, and enites
{such as banks) are targeted wiile othens sve not.
Pessarch projects aim 1o discover the sources of
vulncnability 10 cominal stck and the ressons
why some wvictis might a1 carclendy, behove
recklesdy, or even mstigate others to sttack them.

Commologhts recognize. that miost people ooca-
sinnally break certain biws (especially during adoles-
cence) bt are otherwise bw-abiding. only some
who engage in delinguem scty graduaee to become
hardoore offenden and career cnnimab. Victinola-
sty readive that anyone can suffer the misfortune of
being ot the wrong plice a0 the wrong tme but
ower and over again.

Although the low holds offenden peronally
sccountable for their illegal conduct, criminologso
cxplore how social, cconamic, and polincl condi-
timu"bmed ar foster or generate criminal activiry,

Sumilardy, althaugh certain victmn might be accawed
of sharing some degree of responsibility with theie
offenden for the cutbreak of specilic bacidents, vic-
omolognt cxine penomality i, agens of
wcalisation, and cultural mperatives thar compel
some people to tike chances and put their bives in
dinger (like teenagen), while othen seem 10 accept
thetr Bite. Just 2 aggrewive criminal behavior can be
leamed, vietinm may have been eughs m besd high-
riak Ifestyles or altermateely, even to play and
accept thetr mbordinate roles,

Both ciminologiss: snd victimolognn place a
great emphoss on following the proper ways of
gathonng and meerpreting dag a evidence. Crm-
mchogsts . and  victmologsts  calendate  stathncs,
compute mtcs, compie profile, draw gaphs, and
scarch for parterms and trends. Crmunodogisns col-
engaging in illegal betuvions, espeaally their typical
ages and wenal backgrounds (wch = educational
attalnments and  income  leveld).  Viethmalogsst
look over uatintics about the wex, ages, and social

trendh they dotect to leam from other poople's mus-
Fortunes and matkes. They then develop penon-
aliwed wicimiztion-preveniion sirategies and sk
reduction Lot

Both cominclogies: and vicimologim gudy
how the ciminal justee system sceually words, in
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according 1o agency  megubwines,  official
rﬂmﬁdﬂﬂuﬂnbﬂkﬂm court deciuionm,
and pofiticiam” promises. Criminological  sesearch
reveals how suspects, defendants, and convich are
really handled, while victm-centered studics exam-
it the weay injured purtics are actually eated by
police officers, prosecuton, defemse anomeys. and
Juditu.(:mmhpumdum#nfoﬁn&n

rehabilication progranu offered behind bar or avas-
able ro probanonen or parokees that are ntended o
reduce recidivem mtes. Similarly, vicimologisn
want to digmose the emotional problems that
beset poople afier they have been hamed by offen-
ders, a2l to test out the uscfiloen of programs
designed to facilitste their retovery (e Lungio,
1900 and Robern, 1990), Criminologhs oy
caleulate the wocial and econamic cous that crimanal
ACEVITY IMPONes Of 3 OOMMUIY OF o Society 2 3
whole, Vienmologes cwmate the lones and
expenes that individushs snd businesses incur due
to acts of viokenos, theft, or fraud.

Some Differences and Issues about

Boundaries

Crminclogy and vicomology differ in several
important ways. For itsrten, criminology i several
hundred years obd, wheress victmology dud not
emerge unil the second hall of the rwenoeth
conry,

they should lmt their stodics to dlegal activites
and thowld exclode fomys of socal deviance that
o et vaolste aoy cramnal lowe, For imtance, the
unwanied amention and advances thay constimuce
sexual haramment st o workploe are no longer con-
udered to be a private marter or 2 peronal problom
bt are 3 type of dcrimnanon thet can lead o a
lawrsuit—bwut not an arrest. Similardy, certain aspocs
of bullying s clearly agpinag the bw (physical
Eamrting} are upsening and oupght (o be dicoursged

WHAT IS VICTIHELOET? 19

but zre not dlegal scn. Both cnmmclogist and vic-
timilogis would sudy bullying in those insmnces
where the intentional scn of aggremion rie (o the
level of crminal behavior and eewudy i vandabion or
thefi, or, wone yet, erupt into vioknce {such =
the objecr of scom uﬂ'mql.umbﬂurgﬂr

-w:mumd:duﬂum{uchnm-:dpmn-
cide}; matural dissstens (uch = floods and earth-
quakes); and maybe even sheer acoidens {like
meldowim of nuclear power plann). There are vic-
tms of cancer, famines, ethnic deanang, and o=

However, the majority of victimuologuss believe
that s srudiey should revran focoused os ecniminal
victimization 40 that there are precise, neadsly ideniti-
fable hmits and clear directiom for fisther ressarch

{emotomally) than other types of harm. Hut 12 »
nccocmary (o rein in the boundanes of the ficdd n
ocder to make it munigeable for the practical
purposes of holding conferences, pablahing joomals,
writing fexthoolks, and teaching college conres
{For the pros and cone of these alrernative widons of
what the scope of vicimology ought to be, see
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Schafer, 1968 YVuno, 1976, 1983, and 199k
Galaway and Hudson, 1981; Flynn, 1982; Scherer,
1982; Schneider, 1982; Friedrichs, 1983; Elio, 1966;
Famah, 1991; and Dussich, 2009 )

marstrean criminology B not aleays clear-cul.
Inveriably, the two fckds ovedsp, Historically,
mnch of crminelogy can be chamcienied 2 offen=
derology because of its preoccupation with the
reasors why criminal behave a1 they do, & foous
on the wmngdoen® permomal motives and the
underiying root cames of their antisocial behavior,
and whetler punnbment or trestment will make
them stop, Lawbreakens alwvayy have been under 2
oy enaches crmiiology by yielding 2 moee hal-
anced and comprehernive approach that sheds light
on both parmes and their interictiona.

Ancther way to differentiste the priontier of
crminology venus victmology & o examine the
mﬂmmmmuwﬂmhmﬂ
TESCTION 10 VICTINHESion.

Once again, it 1 diffcult o oy o dow 5 darp
line berween what iswes ciminologns thoold
explore in contrest 1o whar parallel or comparsble
ropics vicumologivn shoukd soratiniee, Yet mch an
exerciie might be worthwhile bevause it helps clar-
ify bow the two fcdds have different focues and
also points to arcas where rescarch about wietms
and victimiration recnains spanc,

Since the offender is of primary mterest m
mmnhguﬂ,ﬂmdummhmmhw-
breaking might inchade iwuct like the public’s
willingness to pay for incresed criminal jutice
expenses. (hiring more police officen, mipplying
thens with more powerful weaponry, and budding
mone prisom m comsiras o nvemg i job trainiog,
drug wearment, and inmate reentry programa) and
lh:d:gﬂnfmh’uppﬂltﬁx!mghmwh“1m
for siffcning cxsting  penaines (uch s “three
wrikes” leppdation or expanded me of clocmonic
momitening) or for police crackdowns {rero moler—
anee campaignd}. The focus semaim on the wrong-
doers and how to best handle them, whether
through punishment or rehabilitation. Long-terms

mme  preventon  strteges  that  cnmanologmt
propese and debate include efforss o eradicate
the wwisl roon of wneet cime, wich 33 poverty,

unemploymient, Giling schook, snd dydunctonal
Farnilien.

For victumobogy, the emphads shifts 1o the
public’s rracton to the plight of injured pamies,
Comequently. researching the social reaction o
victimization trandstes to examining the degree of
wotcT support for victns” rights munatves and the
willingnes of wxpayen w0 earmark revenue for
Eoverment-fun asktince programs and compen-
wthon funds, Alo of great intenent are the many self-
help and direct 2id projects see up by former vie-
ting, swch a5 child search erganiznons, shelten for
hattered women, cran centers (or rpe victims, and
af the social reaction is the many seps fearful indi-
vidusls might undertake tw reduce ther own
ks of becoming oegene Thew vicumipton
prevention efform on 2 penonal level (in contre
o crime preventon efforms on 3 community ot
societal bevel) include mking scli-defense cles
and buymng guni for self-protecnon, purchsing
antitheft devices {such 31 burglar and car alanms),
and buying insumnce policies for reimbursement of
cnme-indicred loses (life, beskth, home, and car
msurance & well o for idenncy theft and fraud
protoction).

Omnic of the most inmguing spects of the social
resction o bwhreaking behavior o how often and

mwhrmmrmmﬂwhlh:-mm

m:nrmmmnfmdyﬂutmdd

be referred 10 & bystanderology, to cowm 3 tenmn
{ece Bax 1.3).

Interfacing with Other Disciplines

A number of acadermic arentafions enrich victem-
ology. Rescarchens who puorsue a menal healthy
They ak why some injured pasties experience
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BoX 1.8 The Sodal Reaction to Victimization: & Look at the Interplay
S between Victims, Offenders, and Bystanders

Bystanderviogy
If & third party | present when an offendss coafrests ki
temded victim, bivi preverce of A0 audience ntrodenes 2
stuational variable or rostertual Bctor Illmh_lh
focus of what can be called
mummmwnhmﬁ
ceni of 3l Bghty, areund 50 percent of all rolbene. and
almont 30 pascent of sl sepes end ol saned asasslts,
acrorémg to an asalysis of gevernment sy of victims
Experiences duisy the 1900y (Panty, 2002),

Trdividmpls who witoess a crime in progren: o it anflds
right before thrir sy may react in sssentially two wag.
Farst o all, there b soniservestion: Bralandesy sy bvert
their gaze, sees cleag of touble, mind their own basimess,
o it et ivelved in U dispube. OF they may siaply
malth, betame confmed and imevliliond, sad consequentty
eot &c anything o help out. I xtreme cases. Chay may nen
ey, i wisen shoty are fired, Alternatively, onloabess could
become engaged end intervene to some degzee while 3 rimae
in b progiea o L il immediate aflecmath (e Shotland and
Goodatein, 1984 and Takovshiss, 20U4).

The feliownng example, wihich took place on 2 by big
city strest, Muptrates this spetrem of poasibdites, o o
tnloober who mtrrvesed i bebalf of & vt besomes. mo-
tally wennded hissell and then Ll Lo seceive sny & Bom
gther fpertaton:

A mop argrily eonfrosts @ womar end Srvatens v
e, A homeles imesprant sho emetimel wovkl i 8
day leborm comes o ber oid and in obbed. & orardy
urvedian coneta ricond) how he collapaes cod s
Fave down in dfer puiter fior pwer @n hower, Prreersly show
oy cunsaity but harry along. One man &fts the
wouniel Good Sammritan’s body, seed @ pood of bood,
and thr wally gugy. Ancther mopr o photo ol them
daparse. By the mme che palioe 0 Remmenad ond help
wriver, e i dead, (Seltherger and Mernan, 2010)

Police officers arv thisd parties whe haww 3 duty to
mtervens snd cim be cousted upon to ehbel Uhe ly 8
Euhslf of = nnccrnt peren under sttack. Bysbenders pad
onlgalery have me tuch duty and may o may pot take artion
= & 1obbey, papeet, oo ssedant condrenls & vt A typokigy

lvweng categoaien, ienked bn lerm of Uhe deimidity s
dralility of Ui owlcomy (Sdag e Seslion betlss of
worss for the pemen wnder astack):

2} Efectively intereese to rescue the victios from hass
wnd 5aa spprelend the syparoat offrsder by making 2
citipen’s aerest wntil e polics afrive.

¥}  MEnizter to the victim afier the stk is ower by pmo-
viding phryaical snd emotiznal frv aid weol fiest
pnipenten L paliow offidwry, smerparsy medizal
¥l o af lmast Rakw pictwoes that can lades be used as
widande.

In b aftemahs of i etk come ferward and save
&5 3 witness for the prossoution.

) [Po nething, teke so sotioe, ook the sther way. or mell
iy due ba apatly o indilffevernce; but sl sasie non-
Enterveners may be inmebiiised by fear,

B Bedomse a victim: the Good Samaritan whe stepa in can
get izjured or iiled by the offender.

§)  devidentally injuee ov kill the victios while cairping awt
b reace mEion (Lhis disarter can hagpen whes a SWAT
15 m Bl Lo OVETROWET 4 ROTLESE -TRIDET Bt the Capiive
e lefllee} ey the raid).

h) Interemme o behall of the wrosg party by srmoeomly
sizing up the dimation, renultieg in the ijury or death
ol the geonine victim. Thit cin happen 'when mifermed
efficers mbmuke an endesvover offionr for an “prmed
perpetrator” wha i traimisg a qun on 4 weapert, and
they thosd the afficrs in Esgalse thicking they e
meucging & vichm (3 feagic mistike mfened to by the
malitary berm “frendly fire™)

0 Istestienaily o in on te side of the weongdoer,
andermining the victin's ability to sffectively
reaist end Snfiicting sddittonad losses und s,
which may o be Fzil (thew bystanden whi
nastagly maks things wease have beee called “Rad
Senaritass”). Dystasders who wally o the tde of
rwbszalers whis a3 rime @ in pogrees can get et
up inte & type of crowd prychology that lesds to the
loatizg of domy mob sttarks lychinge. ace Foty
nd gang mpes.

The il reaction ef the bystzmder's) ray decivively
shupe tha sutcoms of a0 sttemgted oime. The presance of
anioviets might ciese the would-be cfferdes ie back down
o gt o his arvemps by infier hurm, On the otber hand,
the wxnstercn of an ssdience might caue both parties fo
escalate theiy conflict in onder to wve fue and peotect thel
mrpatations om the steet. This migh? ancdurage the sggres-
e b dedivey adeditions] runds in ordes Lo demoratrats his
e, o e claakes, betwnes: gaing memieas.

Whae curveped soot whether the mesencs of 3 thind
party hiclped or wersened Ui sitnstine bl af all vetis
Teporizd “neithey helped mot hort.” Buz when bystandec
ctieely Intereded, wictims judged the ingact of Ui

| Comtimsed)
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Box 13 (Continued) i EG——

action i “Beiphl™ mare often thin &8 il " Fuisedy
Py & construciive role if they prevest futher injune aod
recovel stoken property, and thedr inervestian i counter-
praductine if they Farthe:r enrage the sttachmr [Bart sad
Histhe, F004),

& phencanenon keews s the “byitande offect” has
been studied exiensively by sodal prycholegisty, eften by
il ating smetgencss b in erpeimenisl seming. Their
fizings reveal that & the nember of bystenden inoesie,
the likeatibesd that ey panthoulas indevidesl will ntervess
decramm, Alsd, &3 Uhe nsndet of onbckrn nceaen, the
time that elapses until somecne tales a0ten IMOTEaES.
Bystindess are move inclined to get ivebved il they are
direcily beseeched for assitance. When bystanders @ slow
or reluctant to maloe @ move, it may be don (o sedienon
Lribitinn (each person b alonid of being publicly eabas-
massed i thoe wffort fadls) o becasse of the Sffedon of
Tebponailiiny [+ach oNlooEe ey panans e Wil Libs
change of the situation and take the fzst step] (e
Sogging H09).

Fasseniby might bave & monl duty b3 be “thedi Brother's
leeepen.” But in mast states (except in Veomant wnoe 1967,
sl luntws Minnessla amd Wisursia), Uy bear oo rgel obil-
getion o andertake svy nats funless they e pelice sffor
[enfighters, and doctors, even when they o off -duty). Gwil
wtabutes shipiding Ged Samarituns from ot of -pocket
expensas and kit Bebibey am meant to sncosage

ndividuili 1o ot Lrvedved. Cimingl Umn privent padple
o harming oew amether, byt they do mot compel indiv-
duals s hely one another, even I one knows that ensthe
penton ks kn imminent danger or has mistained o secizas

oigansation
smrtimes hallp mt op dvilian anticrime patiols and paigh-
bethood wetch commitess. On college cimpuses, Fage pri-
wntios campaigrs indeds wiforts to tram potentisd
Eoritandnn [sipecily male sthlstes and seorty alsteny) 12
e 12 t2 creatively Putmasnorn agsressivs clansutie B
omazing tha fmer separsting dousions partying fiom cmrying
vt semaal mraniny Eves mnce the lite 1985, mle pliying
wnrcies and poster cimpaigns bave arped studests. eipe
caily poming freskoen, 1o "To somathing™ with sizgazns
blke “Dosa® b i pasabve boystander,” “Don't just sasd them,”
and “Tf she can’t stop him, you @n” (Winerip, f004) Inter-
wentian by enbocieers (pliying U role of “capable guar-
dians”) s counted upon by some vicEndzation pravention
wirategies (vech a5 alerting the sthoaties if an alam goes
oif). Hoooeisy those who ddn't stand idly by asd placed.
themesives ot rigk &5 “hayoes” demonstrates the poblich
appreciation fed teming Lo the ssaislics of victima wham &
crizee i B progrens (ade see Hars and Misthe, 2008 Latasne,
Ieuarie, and Dowies, 2008; Reynald, 2000; Gideyr ot al, 2011;
Warypikan, P011; smd Banyand, Amold, Eriotein, and
Staphetom, F1).

post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) [occs-
sionally feeling very frghtened long after 3 danger-
ous “fight or fight™ stastion he pesed) while
othens who sulfer throwgh companble calamaties
do not Profesionah engaged in thempeutic rela-
tiatmhips with panenn who endured viciom vio-
lenge need w discover which oms mtervenition
techmgues work best fiee Robern and Robers,
2005), Resesrchers who take an higorical peespec
tive trace developments from the pas 1o bemer
undersand the present, while thase who sdope an
econoic peripective iy to mesure individual and
collective costs, losses, and expemes that result from
il sxiriter The and donical o ;
comparss vicnmirston m other socete Gr away
and long ago in order w tamcend the lunittom of
anakyses roated m the here and now. Vicomologists

wha adope 2 socialogical peripective develop pro-
filcs [statutical porraits) of the charscterubion of
people who are harmed, smabyze the imeractions
within the vicim—offender rehnomship, examme
the way other people and socil nstitonm fiich
o the public welfare and healh cane systerm) deal
with injured partics, and seck 1o evaluae e cffec-
ovenes of new pobces and programs, Scholar
who apply 2 legadntic/crimina justice anentation
(that focuscs on department reguliiond, Supreme
Coun deciions, and legshnon) explore how vic-
iz ane suppoted o be handled by the police, pro-
secuton,  defense  attomews,  judges,  probution
provisiom of recendy enaced lws desipned 1o
empower victing 3 the sdvemary system nesolves
thew casex
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Divisions within the Discipline

E'mmhﬂhﬂmhwﬂwdmmdﬁd
thoughe that divide eriminologias into

camps, probably because :I'l.l.n:wwh&qﬁt
Licks i own well-developed theones of homan
behavior. However, in both criminology and vic-
rmology, politeal i - liberal,
uﬂnﬂtﬁkﬁfamﬂcuﬂnt—tuphr wggnafi-
camt robe in mfloenong the chosce of rescsrch topics
and iy shapimg policy reconumendation.

of conservative thought is that cveryone—both vie-
rims and ofendery—must be hield stmictly sccount-
able for thelr decmons and scom. This tramlates
ko an emphats on wlitrchance mther than gov-
emmental awitance. Individushs dhould arive to
ing, reimting, snd recovenng from onminsl =n
and for defending themselver, thewr Gmibes, and
their honnes from ounide amck In secordance
with the crime control model of criminal jumtice,
the primary purpose of the legal system i to protect
the intocent from thowe who want to hanm them.
As o result, bwbredken mum be ponished m
proportion 1o the maffenng they inflicied on their
victoms. (the philosophy of retnbution, or juse
deserts). Making cnminals pay also i supposed o
accomplinh the gouh of genenal deterrence (fo make
1 nejptive example of them, 1o serve ;0 3 waming
to other would-be offenden that they should think
pwdoe and decide not o break the law), 2 well o
specilic deterrence (1o teach them a leson w they
won'L repeat this forbidden condue in the fonere).
Incapsatumg predstons: bebund ban keeps them
away from the tagets they would bke to prey
upon.

The [iberal tendency sees the scope of the freld
as mretching beyond sreer crime m include crimi-
sl harm inflicted an penom by recklen composte
exccutives and comupt ofical. A basc theme
within beral thought B 1w endone societal iter-
vention trough the of govermment o
try to ensure Buir mrestment and to alleviste secdlen
suffering. The poanon leads to cffors to extend the

WHAT IS VICTIHELOET? 23

“wiety net” mechammms of the welfare state o
cushion shocks and boses due o all kinds of mis-
formunes, including orime. To “make the victim
whaole again,” xid must be mvailable from msch pro-
ranms 2% state compenianion funds, wbuadised crme
imsurance plins, ppe criss centen, and shelten for
banered women, Seme liberals are  enthuniastic
about resorative justics expernments that, instead
of punihing offendess by

wo esranged partics might become possible.
The radical left/cripal/contlict tendency seeks
m demomerate that the problem of victmization
aries froem the exploitadve and oppresive relations
that are pervasive throughout the social spten.
Therelore, the soope of the eld should not be Hin-
ited simply 1o the canabties of ciminsl sctivity in
the sreen. Inguiries must be extended to cover the
harm indlicted by indusral polluten, ownen and
manzsgens of hamndows workplaces, frawdulen:
advertiven, predistory lenders (for example, of mon-
gges with deceptive provisions for mepayment of
the loan), brutally viclent law enforcement sgen-
ciet, and discriminstory msttutions. Victins might
not be particubsr individeals but whole groups of
people, mich m Dewory worken, minonity groups,
omtomers. of neighborhood resdent.  From
an be fGuled for prefoming to sty the more
obviows, less contnreenial kimds of harmiful beha-
viors, mostly acn of penonal vielence and crude
thefi by desperate individuih, instead of the more
fundamvental inpostions thae mar everyday e the
inequitble dutribution of wialh and power thae
resalts i povverty, malnutrition, homdosnes, fun-

The legal system and the cnmmal justice apparans
arc consudered part of the problem by cnminole-
s 35 well @ vietimologists working within this
madmnon beouse these mstinmons that supposedly
promote Fimes setally prinanly afegoand the
meerests of miloentmal proups and privileged clases
(e Dirkbeck, 1983; Friedrchs, 1983, Vizno, [983;
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Elias, 1986, 1993; Fartah, 1986, 1990, 19922, 1992,
Mier, 1989 Weiman, 1990; Walklse, 1991; and
Mawby and Walklse, 199235

WHAT VICTIMOLOGISTS DO

The cument pammctens of die ficld are evident in
the kinds of questions victimologiss iry to answer.
In gencral, thoe gquemion ranscend the baics
shout “wha, how, where, and when,” and tackle
the quetions of “why?™ and “what can be done™-

studies that illustrate the kinds of b conceming
offender-vicam relationships addeessed by rescanch-
en over the decaden sppean in Box 1.4,

Victmologhss, ke all researchen, must adopt 3
entesl spirit and a skeptical manee to we where the
rrasl of evidence lesda. In the search for omth, mydhs
must be exposed, unfounded cherges disissed, and
:mwmmmﬂnm 'I'hcﬁhw-
procems thar can be followed when camying o
rescarch (we Pamonage, 1979 Bakbeck. 1983;
and Banz, 1983),

Step 1: Identify, Define, and Describe
the Problem

The most basic ok for victemologss @ o deter-
e all the different ways thar 3 violstion of the
cxtent of any phymcal injunes, anotonl dimage,
{such a low of mans). For example, = they grow
up, severely shoned chaldren mugzht sulfer from pos-
traumane stress disorder, dysfunctional interpononal
telatomhips,  personakity  problons, and  self-
desmucove mmpulses: (soe Boere, 1992).
Sometime 3 group b difficult to sody beciune
there wn't an adequate expresoon that descnbes its
common misfamune of capiures e natre of i

wictions and as such, are chgible for aid and cncour-
aged to exerce rghts within the crimingl jutice
proces. But why are other mjured parties left to
fend for thenmelves? One key question is, "k the
soctal ssnding of each of the o parties taken
into account when government officiak and mem-
bens of the prnenal public ewluate whether one
penon should get nto legal rouble For what hap-
pened and the other should be granted snistange?”

Clearly, the st of being an officilly recog-
nired wictun of 3 crione b socilly constructed.
The determination of who B mduded and who b
mdid:dﬁnﬂﬂmptﬂicpﬂﬂcpﬂ‘nmm

juries} and s heavily influenced by legnlators (who

pubbic opinon sbout spocific ik

Step 2: Measure the True Dimensions
af the Problam

Berame policy maken and the generl public want to
know how senow vanous kinds of dlegal activies
are, victimolognon muet dovese way to keop mack of
the Frequency and corsequences of prohibieed aco.
The accumcy of matsno kept by government bureaus
and private agencies ot be crifically examined to
ferret out any bisses that might mflate or deflate
these vatimates to the sdvantsge of thoie who, for
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BOX 1.4 A Sampling n-! the Wide Range of Studiss about the Interaction between
S Offenders and Victmas

Hantifying Uhe Cues that Tripper o Mugger
Lato detlea

Tedestriam, threegh thele by longusge, =y tgead to
prowiing rabben that they e “sary marin ™ Men and wemen
walking down & oty strest wese secretly videotaped for sev-
wal secends, about the time 1 takes & crEsinally isclined
peram to giae mp @ pobential victim, The tapes wers thes
shown fo 5 panal of "expests” —priscass convioted of
sumlong stranpers=—wha worisd oot thoe wha bocioed a5 of
they weold be eany bo cormes from Lhose who might give
them a b time InSvidul wha reoeived g seggability
rugings timched 19 moew ey pwinvaedly, enrsane that thesr

posiverhal censmenlration might cose Uhess lesubde [CGrryson
and S1min, 1081).

Explaining Public ladifforency toward Vit

ef Proad and Con Gasss

Feopls whe huve lost mosey 1o nwisders ofles s patend
& imdeserving of synpathy in the media, and they say
encomier callnanen, migetion, of tonlempt when they
tarh ts the palion 0 rosesmir aflain borre fa halp, Thiz
srcond-clacs tmatment wems ta be dne o negatier Eereo-
types and ambivaberst stituces that are ety hesd by the
public as well ay orisimal juckioe officale. A nemies of
aghurismi plave blass om the “wsstien” thessrbve—"Tiad
ealy befalls ihooe of goerisnubde charscier,” “as hased man
an't bo cheated,” and “prople most have Lroery i ther
Beartn bo fall foi m con game.”

For ezample, white-dlar rise imvwetigators pictue
wven sophsticeted veron whs loae theil ey W acas-
ey i Prened ochemes ki bering oo blisded by tUheis grend bor
supisongdy igh returns thet they ignoay the red fags that
showdd hve alrsted them Lo Al lielibood (hut Chey wese
being dsamm Inila & bos-goud-lo-be-trur business Enange
mant {Gokisfelm 2001,

Coi rtigts codatil S eR AN the EAbipated bhviol
of thair “marks * Their tergets may goi = preocoupend with
mme “corvincer” (Feth a2 8 lage s of monry segiting
them) that they are too dstractsd te reslive what b oeally
guing on. Marks copld be sociady complivng 18 pomwans
impenoesting s aethodity fugass (for sammple, They seveal
thelr password i pegponge bo an e-mad] allegedly from a
Tank’s secarity officer and rubsequeathy e takem i by a
“piriaking” scheme]. They may et their guind down and
emies (luen i walety bn eumbees i 0 shess thl lots o
other peaple aom wiiling 1o take 3 chanoe en wme iy wn-
ture. They may be willing to ds something Slegsl (vach & o
oy meben goods) and end op too compromized to go to the
polie. They could be 30 trasting and rule that they Gl for

trar jerking rmstional appeals B Erancial belp. And urder
pisere b et now of it will be 1oe late” they could make
Impeluiorn ducitbong thay Leter pegeet D well-planswd £on
games polied off by professionals, nething is wiat it seens to
e (Stajine and Wilion, 3011).

The stevrotype of defrauded paties i that thay dige-
ganded the basic rules of waaible coadwct reganding Bnancial
madtery. They doat mad contracts befoze tgeing and deat
demand that quasantses be put :n woitng befoe maiong
purchuses. Thels appurent loolnhnen, cardesanens. or com-
plicity andermices Uheir appeali bor redren and makes otbers
selnctant 2 activate the machinary of the crimisal justes
rntem and regulalocy spencies on Budr behatf. Thesr claima
o be trented 2y wrthembic victims worthy of sepport may be
eepecied i they are oo ai money-haagry “dupe” who
weis metthy outssarted [Walak and Scheam, 1580; Moars and
PSR, 199G and Sidchor, Sechreat. and Deecy, 20005,

Uning & bevad defimathen of frmdubemt amn
fmctoling varkows rip-ols wech as dishorest bome, ssto, and

bebephans plognl, & nationwide vy found vatimization te
be widesperad Mere than bull the resportlents had been
crmght up i e scem o an Etempt ot deception at least
e i thalr bved, otlag an verage los of Ao thas
00 Cantrery s the peevaillng regaiive usrsatype, the
wisdavty weew mot dmy mare tnesting and compliant; in fact,

Aovorling io & sample of 20 “clis cansons® [pobeitional
pcipecioets) waricing the stowets of Miaml, Flecda, thelr
preferred markn (victima] are taristy who are velased, o
s, Enadesd with maney, and Laciise In clous with cximinal
jutice officials. Soms plekpuckets chodas “pam” fesberly
men) becawes thelr resction Hme iz slowes. hut othaes freac
Thares” [middl-aged man) because they wred o carey fater
wallstn. A “moll burses™ o “hanger binger™ (meek thief who
parys oo womes) b fooked down on in the underwnld fa-
By ds 4 betiam Feider whe adts witheut sl of cousage,
Intesmction with victima i kepd o @ minimum. Altsugh
Pkpesbets may "ack o mad (ke o uteatil Lagel] e
wome time, thery peed just 2 fow soconids te “eat o of his
proke” {steal hix wallen). This Is done quisily and defidy,
without a commotion o asy jortling. They ramsty “maioe a2
acune” {ateal 3 lot in & sngle incidert), The clid canmon
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Box 1.4 (Continued) G

“passes” (hinds ever) "vhe boot” (wallel sed of bills) 1o 4
mamber of his “mob® (an sccomplion) snd reifily lesves the
soeme of the crime. Oniy about oxe Cmse i & endred do they
prt ceughil by the meh Aol an Show rere covesions when
the thelt is deterted. they can umually perasade their victizn
£t b call Uhe pebice. They give back what they took (muybe
mase than they stole) snf seint ot that premig chasge
cEn rulks @ vacathen bz of the meed 1o purrendss the
neuliet by pvidends, plus weile peecioes tise (o rowt appea-
axoes, Canmans show no hased o costempt fou Hyel maris.
in genessl, they rationalive thedr crimes i impersanal scts
directed it Lagiti wha cis sasily afferd the ks o whs
weld stbvererise be Maeced by businssses or sliow theiy
maEEy U8 b kes Bom thesm L othae legally peessmells
ways {Incisnd. 1976).

Exploting the Bandi betwesn Captbes

axd theiy Cagriors

Heatages (of berteelste. alryjachen, Midnappen, bank rbbe,
mebelking prisaners, and gurnmen) are wsed Ty ther captoss to
warit brvwisge an & Und pacty—poibups & lsdy, e pollor,
o & govecnment agency. Thest captives conld pesct in en
unantizipated way to baing tragped and uetd aguing their
will. frsteard of dbawing anger and weking rrvenge, thee
panis im @ large drams may emerge from @ Gege with posi-
tive fealings fai. snd sttackmenty 1o, theis beepe. Theis
cutinge b Hively to be disncted ot the authoriti wh rescoed
e for acting with sppewet indifesence Lo thedr well-
‘bwing during the protracted negetistions. Thiy nrprising
eraliosal realicrment huis been teomsd the Stockhols
mndreme becase ff wan Bt moted after 8 1970 baak

for this

be idemtifiring with the aggressor, and they might have

become rympatbetie b scts of deflance aloed ot the powss
wirectizy. ks meEviorL they soght barbor rrtenie feslings of
qeatitnde teward Al kewpary for wparing their Gven Ag
Irlplens depandeaty, they might ciiog io e pewerhel lgese
who rontrelbed their every sctiom becsuas of 2 primicve
emotiinil resposae callnd “traumaticsl infintifiss * Aler the
ordeal tomorised hostages teed to be welmomed back snd
meakiated that they &l nothing wrong during—and right
alyer = theels cuptivily. People (s sorupations that plece them
#t high rick of betmg talen prisonar—ranging hom oomee-
niemoe store cherka end Bask tellern ta dirkne perionsel asd
dpomits—mnmed to b rsined abaut bow B2 act. wihiat to sy,
wnd whait sot 1o do i they asw held and used as a bamuineg
ety during 5 vtand-off, Low snfccemant dgendi seed b2
st wp and tran hatage nequtishon smifs as @ altemative
1o padeby priying on haavily drmed SWAT toams whoss
mditary-style smceulic endasger the Lives of the captives they
0w Tyng to s Crisis negatiaters =0 longer consdar the
bonding that muy ccrs betwesn captives ind capton bo be
detrimental  The development of the Stockholm syndroms
sctasly i bcreaer the beitagey’ chanirs of smaviving the
codeal. However, it could alio mean (hat Liw enforcesent
ansd (oot on the victims” coapamation ia working for their
wwn resase and far later pravscutisg thelr vielet aad dae-
genoss ndnagpers in ooust. In tams of fegeency of oo
e, it i ety that thda typa of coping mechanizm by
cagtives has Beeh reremphasised and (factarately sarumed
En cacen bt weee diagmosed by commentutery in the medla
ldemitifping with the sggreason and sering reacoan & adwer.
sasies gvely Likes plice, sccuvding to an anabpss of the
rarratrees copdained g bk PR Hostage  Bemicede Databaar
System [pee Ochberg. 1I7E; Fattah, 1973; Symonds, 19002
Terner, 1990; Lomden, 1958; Tuselies, 1999 and De Febriges,
Bemazs, Yeorhl, and Van Haselt, 2007).

sorvie seli-serving reason, with to cither exappersic
or downpley the real extent of the problem.

In order to make mrasurements, victancloges
have 0 operationalize thor concepss by develop-
i working defiminom that speaify esontal char-
scteristics and abso murk  boondares,  clanfying
which casc dhould be mcloded and which should
be excluded. For example, when trying to deter-
mine bow many smdents have expenenced school
wiolence, should youngters who were thresened

with 3 beating be counted, even if they were not
sctually physically attacked?

Once viotimologies measure the Fequency of
e unwanted cvent per year, they can begin to
search for changes over Gme o see il a pargcular
type of cmmad sctvity B mamng, the bves of 3
gicater number or fower poople & Bme pesci To
grap the mporance of making accumte measure-
menn, corsider the problem of child abuse. Suppose
that sexmncs. gathered by child protection 2gencies
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insdicate a buge mcrease w0 the number of reposted
insrances of suspected abuse. How can this upsurge be
explained? One poatbility i to interpres dvis spike a8
mwlesting thew childeen these days hlke never before.
But another explinstion could be that new compul-
wiry fepoming requrements roontly impowsd on
plysicians, school nurses, and teachens are bongng
ey e caes to the attenton of the authonties.
Thu, & sharp rive in report naght not refect 2 genu-
ine cnime wave directed at chikiren by thar caretakoens
but mercly 3 wmge in officl repors because of
improvements in detecting and keeping records of
maltreatrnent, Vicimologin can make & real contri-
ways 1o estimate the acrusl dunensom. of the chald
abuse problan with greater precrabod. Other proning
questiom that can be answered by carcful measure-
ments and Jocumte st ndude the following:
Are hege numbens of children being snached up by
kidnappen demanding romonm? Or are sheduction
by sranges rare? Are hushands amsulied by their
wives abot as often 33 wives are barcered by their
hiuhn:ﬁé‘ﬂlufnmkwﬂnmm

retum to the bves they were

WHAT IS VICTIHALOET? 14

syutenn that are osensibly desgned w0 help them,
Their sudies can pinpoine the sourees of tension,
conflice, muureament, and dhsaraficoon  thae
shienate victims from the agencies that are supposed
w e them. Progam evahutions  determineg
whother stated groals are being met. For imtince,
puny victimologmts have sudied bow well or
how poody the police, prosecuton. judges. amd
farmly therapun are responding to the plight of
abused children, sexually amaulted penom, and
aho batrered women (see Hilton, 1993; Ruobers,
2H02; Himes and Mallev-Maomson, 2005, Roberts
and Booberss, 20005; and Harneet, Miller-Permin, and

Step 4: Gather Evidence to Test
Hypotheses

Vicomologhts investigate all lunds of hypothese:
unpiciom, hunches,  impresions,  accusations,
wsermons, and predicnoms. Like all social sciennsts,
when presented with clams shour what & oue and
what u filic, thewr proper responsz is not to scepe
or reject the assrtion bur o declare: “Prove it!
Show me! Where ia the evidence?”

Testng hypothewes yields bnesewing findings,
epecally dicovenes thst cast doubt on common-
setse nodons (challenging what evervone “knows™
w be true) and widely held belich. A magor goal s
&y to sort oul myths from realitees.

For example, will the “dos and don't™ tips
offceed on websites for women who are being
salked by ex-lovers sonudly woek (o reduce the
Mﬂmnﬁmmnﬁmbmufd\m

In onder to Wimate each of the four steps
that vicomologias might follow whon rescarching
a3 particubir type of  wiffenng, 3 setematic
anatyss of the problem of “road rge™ B presented
in Box 1.5
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BO0X 1.5 An [llustration of How to Analyre a Specific Type of

Step 1: Idewtify, Defing, 55 Deseribe tha
Frobles:

M anplyely bagirn with o brigf history thedt recounty whin the
problem wa revogeieed and the way o wiich the wiction”
plight war originalty pertrayed. _

Fer decades. comoeen abost the o wto-
skl trwee contereld an sechlents ramnd by husssdens read
brtwers motonsts with steont foes st have been takkng
jplice ginoe e onsel of the sutamobile sge well oves 100
yoars aga. they vemained under the radar wntll the sewy
media begen to repori on & spabe of “Trerwy whootings™ (in
Catiformia in 1977, in Hoaston in 1987, in Loa Angeles in
1587, snd b Detiole in 1585} Newspapes headlines sciginally
dubbed the bfgiiening stuations i “road seslts.” “hee
Wy b far-alin, " “higbrey viclemoe.” “haghway heaoliy,”
“motorist muyhem,” sl even seely “unitendly deiving.”
Yet concerma aboat becoming a casssty of oo of these
conirestations an wheels did not meust wtil 2 meda
iweount coined the phrase “Tobd thge” in YIEE; the calchy
allierzion way meant to copivme the essence of am Ermed
attack in which a Faorada drives sbeol 3 passenger i & car that
had ot hiss olf (see Best, 1991 and Robests anld Dndermims,
OO Dvirsg tha 1990 tha sodden emerpencs and rapdd
diffusien [azoes the country ind ascand e glabe) of Fub-
Hlantis! meli stigwiacs bo thil “new (shew” deswss sl
bhow large audiences of fazried commeten and anoees ta-
welers concidessd this ssorphoo pel emnipresest Ueal to
be af grest pelevance. Colostul accommts —aboot 10,0808 whes-
ek bt 1900 andd 1006, and mearty 4000 in 1957 slore—
deseriied & “wpresding epidemic” of “sgly sty of lesway
fry” in which cursing, sething. and stmesed ot metority
wese “deiven to destrection.” becsuss it wei “high noon on
The coundry’s streets snd highwrys.” Rods were pictuned a2
“prsemibling omssthing oot of the Wikd West.® “Mghway to
heselcde. " “yhsoting galledes,” “war mned® and even -
o panes.” Jewmnalists. reflecting the popolar movies of their
diy, oginally bunded olenden i “rosd waiton” s
“Ramber.” who mejected U prevailing outisok of “have o
mien dag” in favor of 3 “make Wy dey” chig-on the-seglder
appromh bo deshing with virangers, Deivein Lot Uhets temmpeny
ard took their frostretions: out on sech ofber i ey
Wik, aging from fiefins to inleatamal collisons 1o
unfine (ioe Beit. 1991 Maaell. 1997 Fumento, 199 and
Roberts and Indermanr, 2005).

Today, case like this one v wilsly weoguited ta be
exzmples of “rosd rage"

A man bs & SV with My sle and nei-maroid deughter
i driving down & big oy haghwey kneen for (b i
Jem when b puddendy finds il murroumded oy 2

risna cwer iy, Foaxing for has sufety and the well dwing off
B fomily. b reces dows en exil re=g with the meder-
cycle riders in hot purmait. Toey ctich pp il him on 2
Bumy stvewt, Emand A wehicle’s edow ard deag bm

“Wihire wene Dhe pobice—sha? fock Hem 82 Dag o bk
g Dvin attack on this besieged motorist* (Tt furmr oed
Ehaf oma off the “hilbers ™ actaaily war & undurrover
officer imfblmrating the gang. bud be U imdicted for
coasull slong with 1 ethere ) (Loag ead Pelts, 2013)

Sarp 3 Meamare the Troe Dimenaions of the
Frsblem.

Thar gnaliynis proceedy by setimabing the requamey of sooor
renow of thir sert of imoidend and exomining the Wrtim-
effereder inberactuon in order fo dhow evidence-based povtraita
of B Pyplcal apgrwizons end their umal targets, and of b
Emind of harm dans.

Dhalioutnmately, ohalling ts oftes weer Licel with
wﬂmmmm
siong enujpted sbout whether bears wess gut of propution to
achaal thrraty. beeritigations that attimgted to artimate the
gl 1ol thaal voad sagpe bmposedd on moderiis adoprad
deBnitbany thaet Wi wiy Lo Bioad sedis covedage, and

e Pt of the contingum nclioded poncrinisal acts, mch a5
stresming cormes sut the window, maiing thrvaterding oo
ohacrns gestayes, Aasking headbights an and off, honking
hesns. anjealindly, wedring b and oot of talfic, culting
ey o, Lalgating & & way that msembies stalking, and
porTing ot of the weblcle 3 anges face-to face. From the
tarprted molorial's pelst of wirw, i weil o from & pelics end
ged frovm Driviad £o Eifi-thowatening actions sevmed tn maks
s, i bero of recogsizicg all the Ellerst Emensans of
2= inferisting and smieous qoceunter. But frem the stand
peint of Bt erimimatogy anid vietimelogy, the defisition
whoesld b morhy move mestvictiee and exclude meestic and
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Leripdieid chamats i wll hp bl dving mumbowein et B2 it
reetl ln pemnmonees for spoving vislidons In el oot
A more limited and precis definition of red rage woold
count ondy thoss interpenansl conficts tal e matien for
the criminal halics syrtes (o resoive: outbvesin of viclemoe
i which wither oo f Cur debvesye—at oo of the
pasergeri—Enteniicaslly of recilemty injures of killa
npther dewer, passenger, cpclist, of even 2 pedesivian, o
damages a vehicle ap parpess; or uney ke vebiche ts mhe 3
sriom #itempl o do harm b acelthe party enbded i e
Erncas (sen Smast and Mans, POOT). A deiver who b theeat-
mnd an be corodersd a victim of haraasment, and if 3 gen b
painted, the crime becomes. “menacieg = I o shot s Beed, an
amtanlt with a deadiy weapon bas taien place. One Sifficslt
nethodoipgice] decizion condronting ressancheesy i whvetbes
to bncludie o anclulls lniidenls 15 which the twy waiving
[parties weere mot complete strangers. For erampls, wess car
cheses are reslly extesmions of sngoing guarrels that fa8
wrke bt catogory of “domestic visknoe” (Miarll, 1997).
Upon ivestigaten, oibe clinhes could tum out 16 be diive—
by thootings involving lese ol sasting tlawet gast o
mmpting drug-dealing covws. B2t putting thess sxoeptenal
cxses askde 1088 rage generslly moeutmheies & type of plryziol
sttack pecpetrated by & itranger in 3 wehidy who approsches
& victim el by chasee In & Enoeyiou public ipae—a
strmt o Kighway (Roberty and Indeemess, 7006
Crimimciogsts nem i on the perpetmaton’ possble
Wﬂmmmummﬂdu
the incidents. Bath etd of ressaschies sl 0o Sursa how
often panishable acts of rad rage beair oot Nok all cemes are
corviiered newawarthy by sditen and frmetats, s wchel-
wly stodies mmt be haved on scoes to “offical souroes of
data”: thet armedn Tecords of polsoe departmants and the tran-
weviphn of court peocesdingr. perhags sepplemended by (e
[es of inmranoe comparies. Howeer, desmripoons of the
wvanln leading up o the confrentation may be Fapmantony
of incomplete, o the vercon: of whe dd what to when
tould be cemphtely ane-mdsd. Faribermans, jsim & with
sk eovenage, official wstisthe preenl sn usdepeatimate.
Some criminal acts that could s b aest and preserstion
50 unieported becaume the sathorties weve not notified by
ither aeity of by evewitnemes. On the othes huod, oroeals
b wnofficisl scmives cosld pirld oremstimete bpoimse the
wntking defingthom of rowd rage wd by the grmeral pabtic
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pathon of welmos oa wheels. (2her unoffelsl e of
data. including the findiag of mwveys, that sk metorlss i
thsey were ewer sobjected to on eyewitnesses to 1ad mge may
b cluttured with hoge rumben of jedgmantal mtwigrets-
tions sboot incidents Lhat would pot wind up i U cimind
Jtice syrtem. For sasmple. ming & beoad defieitioa.

& asawl murvey estimabed that the meow afficted citles

i F00% wers New Yook, Dellas/Fort Werth, Dedroit,
Minnsagodin/SE. Pawl, and Atlanta: fur feway incidests

Several wabaited that weloama postiegn by matorist
infuristed by encousters with iscondderste, rude, careless,
or jast plidn inept drivers abso wee a deErition that is tog
wigpet amd Inclusive. Crrerly brosd defimibien tend o genss-
e exggesated ritisates. The prevalence rats of ever
evperianciog, perpairating, ov witneming road rage can
appreach 100 percenit 1f the datidiss imcludes motodsts
camplaings abaut drwers who mddesly cut i bong of them,
asked irvessantly, braked hard witheut sarning. reerved
dusgeronsly. burded issults, or wren heoad them on to the
shaghder, Thave superiances wight be wnaamving and inslt-
I wmd pomes misghi e violations of traffic ordinences, bui
a merrely Fnedtine and undocemented scoussticm, they
et fae b (e lewel of olminid matter, o the aggtienl
pirties arw Bol geneies “victisa®™ of physical vislence er
deigherste propety depmation

The tuk fon scholarly remazchens i to sert through
this collection of media and police mports about aggre-
siwe and pecklans driving and focus on the iecidents
of intentisnsl esllisisns, asulty, shootingl. and dven
murders For example, 3 comprebentive revirw of over
80,000 reconds of et thal took place from 1950
thuvagh 1996 yielded an extimate of over 200 deaths and
eyt L2800 e divecify ArEmibuiacle te radd Tage. of
sbool L300 casuiltiens & year revulting fmom dollidon
arising From dazgerousty aggresdve driving (sse Kimwl,
1T and Garase, P00%). O the otbed hind, a5 real a the
theead sy be. criminal acts of road rage seems ts be o
HAEHY IAftRgoenT FvRT, PREIeally speaking. ot least
mceeding to weti-report merveys of drivers (Roberts and
Inlermam: }004). Pedestrians and cychists felt the most
valprcable; belirved that they wors spocifically targetmd;
sulfeied mote physicsly and mestlly; mnd were mose
Eledy to slter thely bebuvior aftey the incidents, acenrding
o a wmrvey of 3 omall sample of self-identifisd victima
(Cowacwmiti of al, 3015

{ Dot
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Beadl 1650 mebecdi 19 b aperstionsbied [pedisy
defined so that it can bs meanced) Lo s reftsictive masnet to
include anly incidents in which cne Sriver knewingly injores
or illy amothes motorist, pamserger, of paderiTiEn o7 U
wehicle ks @ weapon to aftack sroseone of something. Then
cminoiogists could forua their attention on U defordests
who get arverted asvd prosecuted for thelr asgry sutbants, by

erminciogis coald mlr whether thess belbgetent deresrs are
usdensd with penl up amger, poor imgrulie comtrol, thet
Faams, and huis tiggen that mflect deep-mated peranakity
piablems (ard moybe even mental dnocten) that mike then
& &anger 15 thenaelves snd ssysss who sy inlo theis
patk Thess smotionsl disturhasces might inchude an chaes-
it withy minisiving treved time b the podat of shwieys being
i a great rsh; 3 meed o oy 1o come im Bt im 2 highly
mpnﬂnmauﬁwyujmﬁm
mistakes of sthers e p | sitacks oh ik
nhifﬂﬂnnlmhnhlndupwﬂﬁmh
tesch oihiem a beson o improve their driviag ddlls [see Ayar,
2od).

Be these bnues sboutl thie prescmed dbist omiagi of
affendars amr not the immeliate lans of victis comteed
investigation, which s to expand and balance cat the
inguiry nto the hostile encouwnter by payiog close sttention
tw the injured pasty and {2 the behavior of both in&viduls
dering thel confroatation. The victin-ofmder inteaction
st b carfully Tecasstructed. Two srikingly Effeient
peasbilities arise. The first soemario iy that reed rage cepsal-
Lhen were imtecent trewelert whe were Crulsing aloevy andd past
minding their gwn busines: when they were anionly L-
geted by beligement Grvers, This Suage of 4 Poting acthnty
being intermpled "out of the blee™ by seealens violence i
esperialy chilling berasuse patomebsle trawel urovaidably
it stramgers drom very ddfoenl seoul bacoprosnds e
close prOKimSty & Lbey abtempt te share the rosd with oss
axather. Road e i 4 smous peobbi That mesn b
adddrenad imsedigtely I prfinary motosaty can become
enhrailed v s fead withort warsing: if some hothesds
wrath can be vented o amyans whe s enlucky enowgh
o gets i b wieys kool I Ty mstodist—jast ke getting
into » cellisinm—can End himuell nreder sttack a2
AApLine,

sox 1.5 (Continued) T

Bt Chae slternative sormarls palety &n entiely Elffermt
picture Chat the kajured party wi o riolesce-piane indivd-
wal el Mo was spedling for & Skt and was sacly
inflamad and incited into action Thess mutusl reebatant
oreneidted lo each other's overtures. The initisl evest was
ESpestrired mi embodying & hentile intent. asd this pre-
wamed thaeat wad countered with an berilieaen
mesponse, theseby escalating the incident i the poirt of
Bacdibeed on a orash. The miabebawior of the victim cim be s
Impoitanit & calshyst i thic Intesaction as the jgremive
tic of b asasilant, |8 eesndy, sffender and vics
T sach othar” a3 they bntaract within @ vaat pood of fellew
drivery. The question awises, in what propostion of cases ae
tha irjred parties noft totally innocent victims? How often
e those who get woanded or kilsd dhure jome degoes of
ivepenalility with the ccmglete Baagars wha etacked
them? Frpmamably, the wolitions of traific laws would nes
v spivsiad bnte 4 cximivgd seatter wive 3 nof for the vie-
s madwerient trigeming of the aggressiew drivir's violent

of worse el the whotim's furfeas avermeaction &

the affsnder’s bad deiving lad to ike nit rousd of secalaling
bactilises. Reparchan whi s1aming the vionm-ffendar
intesaction con provide estimaies of the pencent of cme in
whish rictiss a1 totally Bnnocest of any moitrment to vie
lence, aned the iemilndng pertend b which thase whe whod up
et asw pastially ot Leslt o tigoering the sqgewiiive driver’s
gl repoase.

Meddls acroanty poctrey roed iege victims m tending to
b young males & theic twenties and Ghirtes {Asdridge,
St and Manm, 01} Scse pasarchans who have ifuded
et psrtiry dasggit that they buve encswnied dtustine
that illesirate the principls of hamegamny: that both offen:
dery ared victims wbase & geeal Seal in common, socially el
Gemographaally o ey about sgeressme
g Chat askeed about leuper sirmi in adliman 1o
wishent episoder]. The picthase Ehey huwe painied Bom their
data in that the two pesons caught op i the condrestation
tend Eo dhosety resemble wach other. Both wisally s males;
often in s bwenties and thirties: genenly of lowsr
eI Lt Ibgadetly With diug ang dnnnes
peebleme; perhaps exhibitisg 8 “machs” permnality: wma-
Iy rivineg amounad i a bigh-pevformamre vehicle oo sports
o with timted wendows. and mort disgturbisgly, all teo often.
oy mncand ammed with gund (s Ashridee of al., 03,
hoe; Moberrs and Inderngur, Hd; Hemesway, Viinlath,
Al M, POGH: anad Flrro, Marshes, and Mvasve. 2011},
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Triess & GRY Young Men, who hive joof iSpale fostrod snd
A propersiy Lo get lnto fghts whils troiey bo sbure D resd,
szem 10 be ome and the same 23 thoss whe spend a kot of Eme
wway from homwe snd get irto brawin an street cormen and 0
bk Additional sudies that derire profies of bolh parties
tiom police Ales and court proceeding: cockd seithe Uk
guertion about e possibidicy of . The ressmch
brypothenes wonld be thad both the offender end thelr
wrtim wosld tend to b bow-krcome. young, mrbes make,
ratibes this femaber cldet petsocn, mburbanite: od rufid
rreshenty, end meve affluent propls (Asbeidge of oL, 1OC0).
Famtiermom, thass whins rogting artivited inmive & geot
deat of driving may huve meer spporfunitesy tn become
wmimoiled in coshortations [Asbridge and Bultens, 3017}

Brap : levestigets How Victlms Moo Paclag
Jere in pn the criminal justice rpstes’s eiponae,

Motos vehicle colisions me 2 majo came of injury,
Sizability, snd desth, erpeciolly of young progle. Bu 2 eoci-
etal level, velitle crmshes ar & Mg iowee of thattersd
v, emotionsl damage (incleding phobis, o in exthrme
cayes, poitArawnatic steen diserdes], trancated eppete-
pitbes, missed weark, a2 other boanes and experses. Since
same snlmewn goepemion of kigky camage 1 stribeibls
Lo roeck pips, this socetsl probiem ey begole beritu
wraecigien! cansmpuenor o pubiy sefety and sociel el
baing. How are the polboe, coute, and insursnce companies
sfdnesring these looes of?
whether offenden might meed 1o be pusihed [throogh il
Eines knd e bebilnd ben o tead Uhem o leston not 1o
dove recidesty agam (mpecific determomoe], 2nd o bold them
ip i Begitive mole models to serve 4 & wikiTieg to olther
wnthd-be mad wamion [geness determer), Tecapacitation
{through licenss surpensicas and inaneiation) will s o
protect athes medngists by remering them fram Uhe drive’s
=at. Treatment {sch 2 g managrmerd. GG DN
wenil, aivdl Akres mamagenest) might be called lor F Uhal s
the seaor of thei daspoivusty sggmesswr beharon belund
tha wheol. But what could aad hoold be dona for the sbisds
o thoels wasth? I the homogassy (hasit b corpel, thm wie-
tory Chemislves. The suthedteen might slonsticalily hamndls
the “ectesuille targrts” of robd drge dlornily thia othey
mnonent victima of physial vishenos becase thew
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instividali might baar poms Frupanaitility for the besaking of
ke Uy time— s the next thme, they doadd be the
oifendars.

Ewiews bt both parties are partially 1o blame? Are chages
againgd the deferdant redoced or deomiveed f it appears that
the imjmred party contridated in some way to k= mealation
of the confronlatien? Do lanseace coampaniss reduce the
mapunts of pripsburesent for danaey or madicsl teatmant,
& deny the applications sntiyely, bn eases of matoal combat?
In vantraat, in cess where the ingursd pastiss are blamelsss,
e the sentances harther en thess convicted of highway
maphem thin of comparable street brawis® Do innocent Lar-
it ol podd mage it the sade kdlstinc wnd ravici th
e righis 31 innocent vidiems of vialent sirest crimas? How
Ehre ictlmer cised botially boe husdled sught to be & prime
mrorm of wictimologestn,

fiap 4: Bathay Brldeace o Tesd Hypothises

S iff i eriminal sctivity & Rabwd fo othey soniad pradiens
ol wiether efffechive reipomies bave been devined and
bt

Bl 101 e e Tkl Bipe b My antrenched i the
woralliry of L, ciimlngd juatier, e joorselise, discus-
wang of the problem genscete many interssting hypotheses.
Foi exemple. 4 ommbes of pessiile societsl causes have been
wggerted. Cam mcreases or decreans in read @ge be came-
Bt with sther indicsters of changes [n the pase of lie and
kel off Covulon, Bnasiaation, alienation, and cuttheosl
oEmpetiten 0 an mva 2t 3 qiven ome and place? Does the
preblem huve despes societil routs han pert the chasice
mcourder of twa nhaort-Faned individuals® Ta
whal sxtent 3 saad rege the cetguowth of usdedying somal
preblems, meh e alrobol censesphion aeal deug abuse;
orerall brevis of aggression, rage, and untzeated mental 3l
et i wrll il e [0 commaTing Tine, mad alfic,
comptrectien deliyr, nd resh-be=nr mngedion (wer Tmart
and Mamn. 2002: and Ashrdos ot al.. do3).

Ameihar lepeatiog kypolissis Ut sesds imwestigation
i Does: the yracly incdencr of highway Tialenor choaely
il this bl of wiolenoe on D stiists—in other wards, if
jblic ety Smprrve ifd the stieets beveme are peaceliil,
dees the sorurmence of road g alss dechine?

{Gomtinugd)
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pox 1.5 (Continued ) GGG

The nest set of hypothess: to by teited i whethes the
measuies ta curh mad rage are working efectieely. Legisti-
Tures in & numbe: of wates paesed toagh rew Les sgaieal
recklendy apgemistve deiving. hoping tn deter on weed oul the
pioblen driwers who 2w at high risk of esing read nge
incidents. Potice departments ard wair highwry patrad
sencien devised rew woys of meniteing e videotping
sl flow and accidests, and lesnched cnachlowns 1a vig-
gy snlfetoe tmadfic Lwe, Criménologists need Lo evplaate
whther thes ceime control strategies are bringing moadwey
wisleres urder comtrol

At the same Fime, the Nathoral Sabety Downcil. the AAL
Foundation for Tradfic Sabety, innmance compumies, and
peremment sprnciel such i the Mational Higheay Tralfic
Safety Administnation deveioped swanesen and edurstion
campaigne. warning the pablis shout bow quickly mese
e confrentatians could sscalats Sto dangesous ihow-
dewens. I3 there mach that fearfal meodssist can do to ming-
mise thedr chances of becoming tae targel of snothey drivery
wrath, or ab least to hult Uhe up-asd-back interply befose i
epirals st of cantiol? As koen a6 thi probbem was fecog-
nized, astiches in the populis peess and sond sdety sduce-
tienal materuls sbattnl mitariia st “How T3 sroad
getting shot at” and How to handle on-the-oad hostility™
plas olber peactical sugpestions for those on Uhe reosiving
wxd of sggreschen driving (e Best, 1991; and Wizl 1997},
1m0, Euwmdmﬂhm the gaverner
ntl.l | " BTy = w
—m&wmm-ﬂmmm
I & pasent ol & weinin killed in en bncident, poocsimed the

el of Juby o “Rosd Rage Awarensm Week™ [Targeted
Fews Services, 2008} A the pugmati G disemizated in
drver sducation campaign rally sffective a1 2 way of pes-
wenting wietimdsabinn? O jeud rge |mcidentn dedine after
peaciical advice & widely dicsrminated, then thess victim-
odenied counbermeaure might deserve some credit for
helping concemed motsrists say aut of troable. omsriaen
of chamgas b thet bwwls of sepoennd read rage crime in win-
By jariabictions that did end d5d not implement thess 122t-
et shauld shed lighe on this matter.

Tinaily, what hawe been the leng-term tremds cves the
decades? b nad tage (a8 distinet from chasges in medla
CoveTREe | gemuinaly DSrTeksing of decreasing as the yeamn poll
by? In 1997, the Hewse Subsommittes on Sarface Tranapar-

ciime scenes” |8 the midet of al this publicity, however,
shepeies poletnd cut thae staciseisy showed that the pembin
of acridewte. highway deathe and croh-melated injiaris
lmcrvaaes i the sumber of dowers, regisbesnd wabicles. and
the botal miles irpveled wete taken into scoount. Perbaps the
ety sd e problie had bivs Blewn sy et of peoped-
tiom vight ¢ the cutset by jomrmalists trying o attract lamge
amalirries polsticiens weeiing campabn donstlons and wotes,

Henheary and Wissenthal, 2002 and "Ristrg Bage " J0C5L

WHY STUDY VICTIMOLOGY?

Onee law paraliel bevween crmunology and victimaol -
oy marits Mighikgiing. Ca Soy s viciikuok
ogy are not well-paying Gdds npe with lucrative
opporturties for cmplovment and advancemicnt.
Studying the modun eperand of crmmsk and the
migtakes made by the idividuah they mjured eor-
winly docsn't make a penon invincble o physical
sttacks, thedis, or swindies, slthough this beightened
awareness maght reducs the mks 3 student of human
beluvior and criminal conduct Gees. Yer for sevenal
good resscon # growing sumber of people anc iovesi-
g time, energy, and money tosady vicumadogy in
trammng acadermes and college coures.

Firt of all, thoie who study the plight of victins
benchr intellecually, 3 do all secial swienost, by
Erining imights méo cveryday hife, wnlving pusting
and troubling msues, better appreciang hife's sbtle-
nu.nngphmamun mare clearly, and wnder-
mnding complex dnmatons moere  profoundly.
'&tm&.mﬂkﬂuﬁﬂy:\mmﬁrﬂﬂmpﬂﬁl
o purasits that cxpand their bonzoms, ans-
cend the limits of their own cxpetienca in the
Emmiliar roatmves of everyday bife, froe them from
iratonal fears and uofounded concerms.  and
ermable them o overcome gut reactions of Balbm,
cymicam, crsotomlimn, and decp-scated projudices.
Third, the Fnding generated Fom theatiting and
applicd research have pracocl spphostons dhat
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wrmmltaneously ezse the ditres of others and foger 2
serie of purpode, eeli-worth, sccomplivhmient, and
wmfaction thet come from combsnng  socul
injuscices.

Thase who sudy how mdividiab ihape and m
mmmmﬂumdhfﬁrmhumundm
are developing their “sociological  Bnagnanon”
{hihl?ﬁﬂ—umupmﬂhmﬂﬁum
pencnsl mroables wually are cutgrowths of and can
be maced back te Lugger social problema (like pne-
erry, uncmployment, dyduncoonal fmibes, and
fuling schook). Speafically, by cxeramng ther
“enminalogical tmagination™ (1ee Young, 2011},
thote who focun on bwheeaking can rane their
comcicwsren sbowt the connections betweon indi-

and theonnng in onder (o recognire the sharp con-
trait between what is and what could be.

Besides paying these dividends, it's possble
profit in other ways: by sudying variows. sspeces of
vicimuzarion.
shed light on how mbcommunication, masunder-
sandings, desires, obsewions, demands, wereotypes,
recklesn behavior, and provecative acn can mgger
hanh reactions that can lead to needles conflics and
avondable tragedics.

Anlymng the way that ocrain vecTEns are onf-
iciped and blamed for their owm downfall raies vieal
questions about the degres o which individuaks are
able to determine their own Gee 2 opposed to the
extenit to which lager sscial foroes and presasees
thape & penon’s behavior and ookl crcunstnos.
socal prograny while othien ae kefil w fend for
role of government and ix collecovely funded and
organired wicty net meant to conion the Gl of
indyviduah recling from the impact of senous loscs
and major expeTel.
sreis sellereliance and oking repamsibiliry for one’s
weli-deferne agsine toublomakers, while others
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emphaare relying on police protection and collec-
tive undermakings meant to eradicate the social rooty
of crime. helps 1o clanify the differing amnmption
and values thar undeviie poliical conflicn berween
thoie believing in nght wing a0 opposed o lef
Delving into the dark side of Bmiy Life—child
abuse, spowsse abuse, and elder abuse—sheds light
on the all-too-conmon dydunctonal relatiombips
that undermine the noton af being “ufe at hame™*
= 2 mncruary from the crucliies of the oubide
word, and sugpstt wavs to prevent of comred
these difficulr ssruations.

Invesiganing how the police and courn handle
the canualries of interpenanal violence uncovers the
cruminal juntice wyitem's priontes, and the extent o
which agencies that are supposed to deliver “blind
justice™ and vreat penons equally actually take into
scoount the vicnm's social clas, e, sex and
age. It sho reveals how imjured parten define
the elusive ideal of “jusice™ in term of varying
recomcilisnan

Examining the way victinm were ireazed in the
past and how they are responded o i other mcie-
ot reveaki what has been, what might be, whar
shoulkd be avoided, amd whar ought 1o be emulsted
andd adopted.

RECOGNIZING EXEMPLARY
BEHAVIOR UNDER VERY DIFFICULT
CIRCUMSTANCES

bbeled = “predaton” and “convicn™ becasse of
kmown to have communed. Those who are sympa-
thetic to offenden as troubled souls arpue that people
shavald not be judged solely by the wont thing they
have done. Vienmologins generally wudy wdividual
3t the most wulnerable and miserable poins in
their lives. Bul examining the rnge in resctiom. of
ity to s people at their very bewt, not jus ae
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thew low pome. Conader how thewe mdniduals
whi were trgeted by effenden responded in ways
that are wordy of respect, even admiration:

A mother wsiting o facnd's howse bags i 1o ber
eopliticaned hanse-cuonwillowe cpom o g of 2
coestonm Nee ctaeted pel, and g ber infraerd
camera raiverd ow ber Backpard 5 ptantled 1o gpot
intruider chimibinge st ler bowse, Ar e boping s
rarek B hewne, she sty im rral fme vides, and
ot bl calls 210 When e bunplar spees the
Miskelighst beamu of the respeniling offiorms, he paria
anndd bolty cutiide, She divects the podioe to bis idveg
gﬂ.ﬂ#lﬂg“dﬂ.hkw [¥an,
114

A 15-prav-sld gorl apees dhe door b what gppeary o
br a deliveryman in urifors. She reopeizes bim o
her formary wmcle who is Rimioucsly booking for bis ex-
wafe, aud tiies o slam the door shint, bait be bicks i
in. He pulls our a gun and ties ber wp, alogy wit
her fouer divieny and beoghiers., $Ten ber parents refuny
e, rha wsst e e ap dos and ordens all seven
usemben of the fanily t be facr-doun on the floce
and 1o tell him wieerr be com find lir ex-eife. e
Jiis florsmacy {ri-dasvw i v chiildper inslan they don”t
keviowst sdhere she s, he mcihodically shoats nad onir i
itwe freand. Thhe giel 5 soouradedd bur pleys dead wtil e
runs out, Then dhe quickly calls 911, sells the police
theat foer parents and sablings e born muodened,
and wams them thar dee Gafler is on hiy way ie fi
ex-wife’s parents” home. He i intreepied and
appreiwnded befose lie ean thoot anponr elie,
(Fredenciks, X4}

A I pear-old wenism ube wandi four fet, i
innches and wvighs A0 posrnds i belind the aosmier of
her fumndly's arbibas cmvainne s uden 4 -
-l e sraning @ mack pully o pun and
Brandishen it in by face. The angry pesmin s,
“Hurry wp! Give mwr tr money!, ™ b she oally and
inakes befiere she can’t opes the cech register. Fidien
e soblicr riaw te ser o ampond i leolamg, e grabs
 thwre-foor ax bidden bekdnd the counter amd riarty

i it wibdly, peflimg, “Cirt ot of el ™ He
Mires empry-hvded. She comfides to detectives amd a
rrpvery dhnt “T o soaned, [ weas dvadilng, 1 didn's
st it o, | jaare srsted B po et onr, "
(Crowley, HHT)

A Foyearaold social worker i whout 82 go to dinner
ity Rowy ey on & ool mightt wbens e is suddendy
confromivd by o feomaper wiekiivg o kuife, Fle fards
over iz waller 0t poung robiber and them offers
frien s coat poe, surmisige, " pou aee willing 1o
wick pour freedom for o jour dotlars, them I piess yow
wiit weally weed dae ey, = The he s the
emsationally corfiused adolesoent to @ revtiuvant.
Hlww it & Hime o pady for the incdl, e Meniadges
s bk Beis aalier, and roem sy cevr feis ki
T saial sorker swmns inp Dheie enscoumier B am
imterviewer: “If you treat people right, you am owly
hope thar they ot you night. That's @ gerpie ad i
Joets in thels comphicated word * (NPR., 2008)

A pratdennmn™ huolds o bbby door open for @ 10
yrar-old wowman whe it on e iy 1o cheds. i
thent b foits hoer so haieid ot Blsod spusts sut her
muth aind mose. A snveillaner camiera by the hall-
sy ahuws the subber aiviking ber over wsnd over uniil
s fomally eetirquishes hee grip on frer frandbay on-
nipht arm mever heals properly. Bt searly o pras
Later, shhe hobbles inio @ conrmoom & idemitily the 43-
yearold defendimt ax the man o moged fer. Her
ety of ten sperial rddenitlary earing o pev-
served on wideotape jund i oo she i nimable i
appear a5 & witness o e procecmtion of te trigl.
{Fariner, MM0E)

A 35 pearsld wnman is beaten, robbed, aid
repraiedly saped for b houn @ o dingy povepe.
court, the iownpgrein single meother ieerfies thar winle
ther grurmman korpt sexually assoltng her, =1 had 10
beep mypself from going cary, § fust bumesed o
el ™ Rl i thait the husmniang e calimied the
rapist, she beping i give bim o matccape and do fall
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sootlingly 1w hine, As they comwrie, the 4 Sprarold
curilinit apolopizes, ani toen discdosrs bis e snd
rvn Bl e af bively, wiiicy Lawr inables detectives te
mrack iy dorews, [Shifrel, 20071)

A A5-yearold wacker 1y liduapped in o dhepping
mafl parieing kor by a ghan-tottag sormgpe canacker.
Sl serverly tinti o & seto-daiile feooriler t
pather ewidomed jus? bm et 'y cominer the
yourth oo Ter e go. Dveringg bay Smal 46 mimwnes, ohe
poraiades the caracker o disony bir childhood and
his experiences in the mrliary, desoipeions wliich
Later provide deveevives with walualle dies, Sie abse
rrads paciages #a him from o prychology textbook;
urges Jiei 10 live @ eoearidngfinl bfe and b find Cod;
prowsises to bl i bawnd @ joby; amd sobs a she
drseribees how gie teraies bing @ mother ie fwy
yoummg son. Bur & is il do o aal, He dorsss shosy
hier, Bt snotlions Py wath lier oum oo, lach fon-
farus the tape sroondee in @ padert that bnady te s
capiure. (Jones, 20407)

Victimology 1 not the cold or dmmal decipline
it might appear to be ot fie ghoce Vieinsologhi
are ot morbsdly cunow sbout or preoccupeed
with mifornane, bon, tragedy. pain, gnicf. death,
and mourming, OF course, because of ms inherently
negatve subjoct marner, the disniphine B problan-
onented by nature, I-lnuuwr.mumdngﬂuin

ing hammony to a wnife-tom commurnty.

What insights that could advance an under-
sanding of reshence m the sneggle to fally recover
from a thattering, lxfe-threatening expencnoe mighe
be gheancd from these caes?

A menially deravped S0 prar-ald women ot o

mveenten of  sherf's depantment SHWAT tram i the
neck., Formerly keooser s “the smost in shape ™ dep-
uty by kit fllme affirn, be wabes up av o gradn
piegic, aonfined oo o who chair. B with geean
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determination be eemaing forued on fiv poal of
wetiamtang fo el ot @ deck fob i the maretiee suad,
alurvving = Your farure ix dnnd of blesk wher jou'we
or rubes comieg out of yow and veryene i eyt
o W vy wille gpoim, .. Bt if pou ehay il

ot i all the time, yowi're mod doing arpthing goed
jvmf Whiﬁjndrﬂuun.wm
reporis sigm of progress. “There

hrh-.thg'i'm:m like bring able @

ok wp . potate chip and ot i it iy T,
(Young, 2008)

A perr of o pasg imitiasiow Atseal, @ trirtoen - poer-ild
by i grven a g amd pold oo woe it He comfrorts o
pusiing msodiber, yefh, “Clive if up!™ and shosts her i
Jaw and weeth, eequiring ber to undenge b ey of
aponizing reoowitruction sarpery. When b is caongin,
e s prosoouted as am adilt and seneniced to B

dprijonment iithe the posibiliny of pele. And
yet, wloen e tefrphones her from prison after seversl
esinn, e apepdy e collent champes, oven thonigh she
still ix in werible poviin and san't var, He apologizes
for his “mistbe” ed fir devader afterwands, shey

wide detters o vack other. She becomses friemds il
by wrvnilant’s mothey and brother, aud deapite fon
W}hn&uﬂﬁmpﬁﬂﬂ{rﬁnﬂ

A member of tongeens i1 shialiing fandy with cont.
el @t o supersndrber, v o deraped eotlepe

ansrdersi conrpe frown Bl cronind @l aperes five, Six
prople are billed, and dhirfern e woundad, facdud-
i e cowgrenuven, ulo [ g de e foetiead
Dioctory retimate dhe s @ pne in o dhaee 1o lipe,
b st puills dorvigh. At ber Lowest ebb, she & med
e aile do pmile, and experts deurbt thar she will
over dpeak or wall apain. Boed witl doe help of frer
sstromsnd faechand, foer famdy, @ad dedicared oeem-
bers o the dospital ssff, she somsons ap astorishing
iennacity oo one breath and owe hard fought word a2
 twwe, wecovres froms her catetraphic head peamd

better than expected. Whew aieed in & televtsion
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interrewr [ she war eeer angry abourt i happened
0 her, she rephies haltinly, “No. No, No. Life.
Life.” A jew pravy laver, she teily @ ovand =T aom
weirking luwd, lotr of thenspy: sporch dhenapy, pliys-
ical threapy, wid yopa ho.™ She inists, “My gt
s sivowye s ever™__ and "] am il fphting do make
e wordd a berier plae and you can 1o, ™ [Curry,
2011; Frekang, 2011; and Wakhe, 2014)

Evidendy, sudying how imured  partics
respond o their plight can yield some unanticpated
bencfit. Victimologiso can gain a3 more compleic
underctanding and sppreciation of the full pnge of
posible reactions to attacks. Some individusk cope
with their misfortunes i ways that are dever, bold,
even coursgeowm, and demonstrate 3 determiinstion
to behave with digrary and to pomue an unwaver-
Inf cOmMItmEnt 6o judtice. Thele peros Cin etve
o positive mole modeli for other wounded people
who are seeking to recover from sethacks and over-
come hardships.

“SURVIVOROLOGY:" TOWARD A MORE
INSPIRING AND UPBEAT TRAJECTORY
WITHIN VICTIMOLOGY

Some people who have been senoandy hanmed by
cruminali prefer to be lled sorvivors rmther than
wictims borase of the Eom's POIVG COMEITMIT—
that they sre rebounding are exerciang “spency” o
ke charpe of their lives snd demonmrsting their
resabency to sdversty, They see the erm “victim™
ay carryig @ lod of ureanicd baggape, usch 2 bring
“bested,” “vanguihed,” and 3 “hoser.” Alneady,
ithe exprestons “mmrvivons of inocst, mpe, momc
parerer violenee, snd clild abise™ sre widely wed
(st it of robleerses or thooting-—st lent not yet).

Similarty, some people mitially aoraced o the
disaplne of woomaology may begn to fesr thae o s
mired in negativity 2nd prooccupied with pain, loa,
sorrow, hoatlity, snd rectminatons. Learmang bimer
lessons from miakes and fecling empathey toward
therie who ane joffering may not by uilficent incen-
af the helping profission, and injured parties

" “get pasti,” "put it
behind them, ™ and “get on with their liver” How dao
they do it? What is the secret of their success? What
prronaliny trsin, coping akilh, inner resourees, and
beflief syseermns enable mdividuals who have endun:d
shattering expericnoes tn emenge from a period of
bereavermend, deprewsion, and  anger, recomibder

prioritics, and returmn to their previow fives or
perhaps reonent thermehves to new lifsstyles [see Ai
and Park, KI5, and Underwood, 20A),

This potentislly upbest tendency within vic-

:

formed :ﬂiﬁ.iﬂnm q:pqrnm.'q
b tor “discover the comamnon thavads tha undedie the

dﬂmm&dﬂmﬁdmmmﬂﬂ:dho&hm
{Bouly memben, dose nends, volunteen and men-
ton, or perhaps fellow suffcren in scli-help groaps),
poverniment-funded socaal programe, - immersEon
i acvism, or somc other source of comrage and
other indndusk m gnubar dire smais pesd o make 2
mceesfil reenery back inte socety? To spor the
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WHAT 15 VICTIRSLOET? a7

B0X 18 Questions to Spur the Development of Survivorolsay (NS

B Bow can th concept of “mervor” be apenitionallied s
that It b not bes reiirictive and yet pol too inchaiee?

®  Whit i resilience, aed how can B be meapured & &
mattes of degene”

®  Whet is recovery, and bhow o B be sveuned as 3
manter of degaee?

®  Which groape of vietiss [mch o these mho huve
endured reprated beabingi. childhocd seresl abus.
mpes, shootings, or the less of & loved one who disd
violrraly) have the moll moorm—and tha most
dticulty—cecovering liom thelr ordesls?

»  Whick groups of wictiss show the mest sailience in
tarms of chaiarieriatics sath a5 age. W tate and
etbniciny. sducation. icome, and ooozpation?

& What farm of soctal nippert (pech i itroad funlly e,
cheie bonds with frlesds, Aoencial mlsbonement, gov-
emment pregrams, jadividual sed geeup counsalise,
wnell camaaadavia from a well help greug)
impeove Lbe poospects foc & well i the date of
ooy !

w  What srpecty of sz endividaal's charscter and
which pernsaality trata featar reglisncy snd
ecovery’

& What can e victing bem about sesdliency and
mecowary from the trawally of isdividuals who medured
drvastaticeg b das to polnion epgiwanen, natusl
disastery, ffe-threstening fdlnenes. o cther pear:
death saprriEncer—and vE¥-verLL

developmemt of survivorology 26 an ares of concentra-
oo wenthin victamokoEy thst aocennustes the poroene,
v key concepts need 1o be operstionsbined: roiliency
{rosighly gpeaking, the shilicy to rebound after 3 serou
sethack) and recovery (basically, regaining cotrol over
o’y bife, rocuperatiog, redoning, rolurming o e con-
chiion the person was i before the orme took: place).
Omce these rwo conoepts of realency and recovery are

SUMMARY

operstionshred as varables whose magnitude can be
cmmated numencally and not designated smply a3
dichotonwour all ar nothing duaton, then daf
drpmd'rnﬂmmmdmﬁufnwmmﬂlwh
irvestigated fior various groups of vacting

The mors wevivorokesey s developed, the len
victimologry will be preoccupied solely with sutfer-
g, low, and negativiey (e Box 1.6}

Vicomuzation i an asymmetnical relinonship thar i
abusive, parssitical, destructive, uniss, snd illegal.
Orffenders harm their victims physcally, fnancally,
and emationally. Unil recently, the plight of enme
wictins wa largely overlooked, even by most crim-
m:-'lq;m When sorne resesrchen began to uudy
victims, their mitisl imteress betmayed an antvictan
biz: They sought evidence tho the vicons' behaw-
ior before and dunng the modent conrbuted o
thewr own downiall. Since the 1960, the majorny
of the sl seentng atiracied to ths new doaphne
have lsbored 1o find ways o cuc the saffering of
victinm and to provent fetune modents Baat a2 coim-
matment o srve for objecoviy rasher than o be

reflevely pro-vicnm i the best stance w zdope
when carryirg out ressarch or evalusting the effic-
tivenes of policies.

Victimaology & bei viewed 5 an area of spé-
culiranion within criminology. Both enimimologies
ard wiciimologiun wek to be ipartial i their roles
= socil soentisn when invemngaong lawbeeaking,
o8 social comseguences, and the official respaonses by
the gustice symem. But much of crimmalegy n the
pait can be charscrerized & “offenderology.” wo the
new foows on those who ane on the recerving end
of interpenonil violonoe and theft provides somc
halance and rounds oot any anslyss of problems

arsing from bwhbeeaking behavior,
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