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HOW NATION-STATES BECAME
GLOBALEMPIRES
» Nation-state building and imperialism change
g the map of the world.

* Industrialization, science, and technology
enable states in North America and western
Europe—and, to a lesser extent, Japan—to
overpower other regions politically, mil tarily,

and economically.

* Europ American, and J; p
encounter significant opposition in Africa
and Asia,
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Which institutions enabled elites in
western Europe, the Americas, and Japan
to consolidate nation-states, and to what
degree did they succeed during this period?
zation, science, and
technology affect the expansion of
powerful states into the rest of the world?

In what ways were the reactions to
imperialism in Asia and Africa alike,

and in what ways were the reactions
different? How effective were these
responses?

To what extent did colonies contribute to
the wealth and political strength of the
nation-states that controlled them?

Nations and Empires,
1850-1914

n 1895, the Cuban patriot Jos¢ Martf launched a rebellion against
the last Spanish holdings in the Americas. The anti-Spa nish strug:
gle continued unul 1898, w hen Spain withdrew from Cuba and
rto Rico Martt hoped to bring freedom to a new Cuban nation and
Cubans. But even as he helped secure freedom from the
sh Empire, he could not prevent Cubas military occupa-
penial power, the

ation by the world’s newest

tion and political dom

United States

Mants hopes and fru s around the world. After

es and the expansion of their empires

rating some peoples and frustr

changed the map of the world, ext
es that b

ese decades, the r
nd economic nvalry, projected their

of European descent. Du
cked tense po
oss the enure world. Much of the nv
gh disruptions in the European balance of power,
0 d Germany). Across

now

power acr




694 | CHAPTER 17 Nations and Empires, 1850-1914

overseas possessions. Yet imperial expansion did not go unchal-
lenged. It encountered fierce resistance from communities being
incorporated into the new empires. In Asia and Alrica, resisters
struggled to repel their invaders, often demanding the right to
govern themselves.

The second half of the nineteenth century witnessed the
simultaneous—and entwined—advance of nationalism and
imperialism. These decades also saw the further expansion of the
industrial revolution. Taken together, the era$ political and economic
developments allowed western Europe and the United States to
attain greater primacy in world affairs. But tensions inside these
nations and their empires, as well as within other states, made the
new world order anything but stable.

CONSOLIDATING NATIONS
AND CONSTRUCTING EMPIRES

During the second half of the nineteenth century, the idea
of building nation-states engulfed the globe. In the previous
century, a series of wars, ending with the Napoleonic wars, had
made Europeans increasingly conscious of political and cultural

Enlich

elites outward to regions throughout each nation-state and beyond
their national borders.

The worlds major nation-states ol the late nineteenth century
were not all alike, however. They took many forms. Some hag
been in existence for years, such as Japan, England, France,
Spain, Portugal, and the United States; here, citizens widely
embraced their national identities. Two nation-states (Germany
and ltaly) were entirely new, forged through strategic military
conquests. Elsewhere, plans for nation-states in central Europe,
the Balkans, Poland, and Ukraine were chiefly the inventions
of local elites; their plans displeased Russian, Austrian, and
Ottoman monarchs and were of little interest to the multilin-
gual, multiethnic peasantry in these areas. In many parts of
the world, intellectuals were the primary agents agitating for
new nation-states, often urging new states to break away from
existing empires. That secessionist impulse posed a particularly
thorny challenge to the rulers of multinational empires like
Russia and Austria.

Expanding the Empires

In countries that became nation-states, the processes of nation

borders and of the power of new b racies. E

building and the acq of new territories, often called

thinkers had emphasized the importance of nations, defined
as peoples who share a common past, territory, culture, and
tradition. To many people it seemed natural that once abso-
lutist rulers had fallen, the state should draw its power and
legitimacy from those who lived within its borders and that
the body of insututions governing each territory should be
uniquely concerned with promoting the welfare of that par-
ticular people. This seemed such a natural process that little
thought was given to how nation-states arose; they were simply
supposed to well up from the people’s longing for liberty and
togetherness

Building Nationalism

In practice, nations did not usually well up from people’s longings
for liberty and togetherness, More often than not, ruling elites
themselves created nations. They did so by compelling diverse
groups of people and regions to accept a unified network of laws,
a central administration, time zones, national markets, and a
single regional dialect as the “national” language. To overcome
strong regional identities, state administrators broadened public
education in the national language and imposed universal military
service to build a national army. These efforts nurtured the notion
ol a one-to-one correspondence between a “people” and a nation-
state, and they radiated the values and institutions of dominant

imperialism, went hand in hand. Their rulers measured national
strength not only by their people’s unity and the possession of the
most modern means of production, but also by the conquest of
new territories. Thus, Germany, France, the United States, Russia,
and Japan rivaled Britain by expanding and modernizing their
industries and seizing nearby or far-off territories. By the century’
end, gaining new territory had become so important that these
states scrambled to colonize peoples from Africa to the Amazon,
from California to Korea.

Never before had there been such a rapid reshuffling of peo-
ples and resources. As transportation costs declined, workers
left their homelands in search of better opportunities. Japanese
moved to Brazil, Indians to South Africa and the Caribbean,
Chinese to California, and ltalians to New York and Buenos
Alres. At the same time, American capitalists invested outside
the United States, and British investors financed the construction
of railroads in China and India. Raw materials from Africa and
Southeast Asia flowed 10 the manufacturing nations of Europ
and the Americas.

Imperial rule facilitated widespread movement of labor.
capital, commodities, ang information. As scholars studied
v,a,w__o:m_w unknown tribes and races, new schools taught colo”
nized peoples the languages, religions, scientific practices, and
cultural traditions of their colonize Publicati d products
from the “mother coungry* i e us
e h Ty circulated widely among indigen®

€t empire builders did not extend to the people of clo"
people

who inhabited their colonies the same rights that they gave
(0 inhabitants of their own nations; here, nation and empire were
incompatible. Not only were colonial subjects largely prohibited
from participating in their own governments, but they were, with
extremely modest exceptions, also not considered members of
the nation at all. As a result, imperialism produced diametrically
opposed reactions: exultation among the colonizers and bitterness
among the colonized.

EXPANSION AND NATION
BUILDING IN THE AMERICAS

Once freed from European control, the clites of the Americas
set about creating political communities of their own. By the
1850s, they shared a desire both to create widespread loyalty
to their political institutions and to expand territorial domains.
This required refining the tools of government to include
national laws and court systems, standardized money, and
national political parties. It also meant finding ways to settle
hinterlands that previously belonged to indigenous popula-
tions. Having once been European colonies, New World terri-
tories became vibrant nation-states based on growing prosperity
and industrialization.

Although nation-states took shape throughout the world, the
Americas saw the most compl imilation of new p i
Instead of treating outlying areas as colonial outposts, American
nation-state builders turned them into new provinces. With the
help of rifles, railroads, schools, and land surveys, frontiers became
staging areas for the expanding populations of North and South
American societies. For indigenous peoples, however, such national
expansion meant the loss of traditional lands on a vast scale and
many lost lives.

Not all national consolidations in the Americas were the same.
The United States, Canada, and Brazil, for example, experienced
different processes of nation building, territorial expansion, and
¢tconomic development. Each one incorporated [rontier regions
into national polities and economies, although they used A.:«.«:_
techniques for subjugating indigenous peoples and administenng
their new holdings.

The United States

Military might, fortuitous diplomacy, and the power of num-
bers enabled the United States to claim territory that spanned
the North American continent. (See Map 17.1.) At its :a,%n:.
dence, the new nation had been a barely united noi&na__o:ﬁ“_-
states. Indian resistance and Spanish and British nvalry hemme
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in the “Americans” (as Americans of European descent came to
call themselves). At the same time, the disunited states threatened
to [racture into northern and southern polities, for questions of
states' rights and slavery versus free labor intruded into national
politics. Yet, rallying to the rhetoric of Manifest Destiny, a term
first coined in 1845 for the idea that it was Gods will for the
United States to “overspread” North America, Americans pushed
their territorial claims and boundaries westward. They acquired
territories via purchase agreements and treaties with France,
Spain, and Britain and via warfare and treaties with diverse Native
American nations and Mexico. (See Global Themes and Sources:
Primary Source 17.1.)

As part of the territories taken from Mexico alter the
Mexican-American War (1846-1848), the United States gained
California, where the discovery ol gold brought migration on an
unprecedented scale. As news of the find spread, hopeful pros-
pectors raced 1o stake their claims. In the next few years, over
100,000 Americans took to the overland trails and to the seas in
quest of California’s riches.

The California gold rush, however, was not only a great American
migration; it also inspired tens of thousands of individuals from
Latin America, Australia, Asia, and Europe to pour into California.
What had just a few years earlier been a sparsely populated corner
of northwestern Mexico was transformed almost overnight into
the most cosmopolitan place on earth. In the 1850s, California
was truly where worlds came together.

CIVIL WAR AND STATES’ RIGHTS lronically, California and
the territories that the United States took from Mexico also spurred
the coming apart of the American nation. The deeply divisive issue
was whether these lands would be open to slavery or restricted
10 free labor. Following the 1860 election of Abraham Lincoln,
who pledged to hall the expansion of slavery, the United States
divided between North and South and plunged into a gruesome
Civil War (1861-1865).

The bloody conflict led to the abolition of slavery, and the struggle
to extend voting and citizenship rights to freedpeople qualified the
Civil War as a second American Revolution. It gave the nation a new
generation of heroes and martyrs, such as the assassinated president,
Abraham Lincoln. Lincoln promised a new model of freedom for
a nation reborn out of bloodshed. Its cornerstone would be the
incorporation of freedpeople as citizens of the United States. Alas,
the experiments in biracial democracy during the Reconstruction
period (1867-1877) were short-lived. In the decades alter the Civil
War, counterrevolutionary pressure led to the denial of voting nghts
1o African Amencans and the restoration of (White) planter rule in
the Southern states. This pressure was spearheaded by the terrorism
of the Ku Klux Klan, a group of former Confederates that sought
to undermine African Americans’ legal and political gains and to
restore White planters to power in the South.
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MAP 17.1 | U.S. and Canadian Westward Expansion, 1803-1912

Americans and Canadians expanded westward in the second half of the nineteenth century, aided
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* When did Canada and the United States complete their respective territorial expansions? Wh; i Conada?
continuous, moving from east to west? 'y were these expansions not
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African American Gains and Losses. Above In the immediote
oftermath of the American Civil War, *Radical Republicans” asserted
political control by passing laws and constitutional amendments ending
slavery, quaranteeing equal rights, and enfranchising freedmen. One result
was the election of African Americans to the U.S. Congress. During the
18703, however, White leaders retreated from the commitment to Black
rights, allowing ex-Confederates to reassert control over Southern politics
Right: The Ku Klux Klan terrorized African Americans in the post-Civil
War South. Klan violence reversed many of the legol and political gains
made by freedpeople and helped restore planters to power in the South

Nonetheless, the war brought enduring changes across the A potent instrument of capital accumulation appeared at this
United States. The defeat of the South established the pre e (i the limited-liability joint-stock company. Firms such as
of the national government. After the Civil War, Americans learned  Standard Oil and U.S. Steel mobilized capital from shareholders,
1o speak of their nation in the singular (“the United States 1s” in who left the running of these enterprises to paid managers. Interme-
contrast 1o “the United States are”). With an invigorated nationalism  diaries, like ). Pierpont Morgan, the New York financial giant who
came an enlarged national government

became the world’s wealthiest man, loaned money and brokered
big deals on the New York Stock Exchange. So great were the
ECONOMIC AND INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT Even  fortunes amassed by leading financiers and industrialists that by
more dizzying were social and economic changes Within ten 1890 the richest 1 percent of Americans owned nearly 90 percent
years of the war’ end, the industrial output of the United States of the nation’s wealth.

had climbed by 75 percent. Symbolizing this growth was the As mechanized production churned out ever more goods, farms
expansion of railroad lines. In 1865, the United States boasted  and [actories produced more than Amencans needed or could afford
35,000 miles of track. By 1900, nearly 200,000 miles of track  to purchase. In the 1890s, overproduction plunged the American
connected the Atlantic to the Pacific and crisscrossed the American  economy into a harsh depression. Millions of urban workers lost
territory i between. Increasingly, steam-powered machines  their jobs; others suffered sharp cuts in wages. Soon radical labor
teplaced human muscle as the engine of production, bnging leaders called for the dismantling of the industnal capitalist state,
dramatic improvements in output. Before the Civil War, it ok  and strikes proliferated. In the countryside, declining prices and
61 hours of labor to produce an acte of wheat; by 1900, new ”xnnrm:.n railroad freight charges pushed countless farmers toward
Machinery « over 3 hours, Mechanization  bankrupcy.

_ucow_nn_nW—on..“.’”n____‘“:_“::n—hm:pm _»_”n_._r_m —Mn_o:nm. and rapid railroad Meanwhile, >3~_:B=m were n%:::m::ﬁ :_n__” J_m.n_:o:m inﬁ
Uransportation permitted the shipment of more goods at lower  Joined by throngs of immigrants E_z.d ; urope, they were m_E..Ena
Prices across greater distances. Americans made such impressive by homestead %n_m,v_a.a_.m__:m H“‘-aﬂ -Mnﬁﬂ»nﬂumn ﬂ_5 settlers an
industria| gains that the United States soon joined Britain and by the z.___d.u. m,:» GH A_.mnm é:ﬂ i ﬁ_ﬂx”n_ nnvma_ﬁoa
o...:?:&, atop the list of economic glants. had beea given enomm H SRR TN OR LIRS
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transcontinental lines.) The migrations sparked another round of
wars with Amerindians, which resulted in their dispossession and
conceniration on reservations

By now the United States had become a major world power.
It boasted an economy that despite its troubles in the 1890s had
expanded rapidly over the last decades of the nineteenth century. It
also was a more integrated nation after the Civil War, with an amended
constitution that claimed to uphold the equality of all members
of the American nation. But there was no agreement on what that
equality should involve or how the country would adjust to a new
century in which the nation$ “destiny” had already been fulfilled

Canada

Canadians also built a new nation, enjoyed economic success, and
followed an expansionist course. Like the United States, Canada
had access to a vast [rontier prairie for growing agricultural exponts
And as in the United States, these lands became the homes and
farms of more European immigrants. However, whereas the United
States had waged a war to gain independence, Canada’s separation
from Britain was peaceful. From the 1830s to the 1860s, Britain
gradually passed authority to the colony, leaving Canadians to
grapple with the task of creating a shared national community.

BUILDING A NATION Sharp internal divisions made that task
especially dilficult. For one thing, there was a well-established
French population. It had remained after the British took con-
wrol of France’ northernmost North American colony in 1763
Wanting to keep their villages, their culture, their religion, and

Oklahoma Land Rush. Ths
photograph captures the rush

of homesteaders to claim lands
on the “Cherokee Strip” on
September 16, 1893 The Opening
of land that had previously

been restricted to Indians set

off several similar rushes in the
Oklahoma Territory,

their language intact, these French Canadians did not feel inte-
grated into the emerging Canadian national community. Nor were
they eager to join the English-speaking population in settling new
areas, lest such migration dilute their French Canadian presence

The English speakers were equally unenthusiastic about
creating an independent nation. Fear of being absorbed into the
American republic reinforced these Canadians'’ loyalty to the British
crown and made them content with colonial status. Indeed, when
Canada finally gained its independence in 1867, it was by an Act
of Parliament in London and not by revolution.

TERRITORIAL EXPANSION Lacking cultural and linguistic
unity, not to mention an imperial overlord, Canadians used territorial
expansion 1o build an integrated state. But their process differed
from that of their neighbor to the south. In response to the U.S. pur-
chase of Alaska from Russia and the movement of settlers onto the
American plains, Canadian leaders realized that they had to incorpo-
rate their own western territories, lest these, 0o, fall into Amencan
hands. Pioneers secmed unwilling to venture to these prairies—It
was far, it was cold, and the growing season was cruelly short. So the
state lured emigrant farmers from Europe and the United States with
subsidized railway rates and the promise of fortunes to be made. It
also offered auractive terms to railway companies to connect agrar
1an hinterlands with Montreal and Toronto (see again Map 17. 1)and
not with commercial cities in the United States
The Canadian state also faced friction with indigenous peoples

Frontier warfare threatened 10 drive away investors and settlers.
who could always find property south of the border instead. To
prevent the kind of bloodletting that characterized the United
States’ westward expansion, the Canadian government signed

(reaties with indigenous peoples to ensure strict separation between
these communities and newcomers. It also created a special police
force, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, to patrol the territories.

Canadian expansion was hardly bloodless, however. Many
indigenous and mixed-blood peoples (Métis) resented the treaties.
Moreover, the Canadian government was often less than honest
inits dealings. As in the United States, the Canadian government
sought to trm its indigenous peoples into farmers and then incor-
porate them into Canadian society—regardless of whether they
wanted to become farmers or join the nation.

The need to accommodate resident French speakers, defensive
expansionism, and a degree of legality in dealing with indigenous
peoples gave the Canadian government a strong foundation. Indeed, 1t
acquired significant powers to intervene, regulate, and mediate social
conflict and relations. (These powers, in fact, were fuller than those of
the U.S. government.) But even though the state was relatively strong,

vely weak. Exp

the sense of a national identity was comp
helped Canada remain an autonomous state, but it did not solve the

question of what it meant to belong to a Canadian nation

Latin America

Latin American elites also engaged in nation-state building and
expanded their terntorial borders. But unlike the situation in the
United States and Canada, expansion did not create homesteader
frontiers that could help expand democracy and forge national

3 hy,
i the most popular act of the country’s monarc
The aboliter of Sever) 4 el Wiy £ A large crowd is gathered before the Imperial
he sun. Right: Although the abolition of slavery had widespread
il patiiie Olsor et | o\ :9?1\5”_” rtagao dos Escravos ( 1889), the painter, Pedro di Figueredo Americo, idealizes the
= d by ennobled Whites (represented as women) who shower their

Abolition in Bra

planter ¢/ nfall of the royal family. Left g
class and led to the bloodless downfall of ed to protect against t

support, it was immediately turned into a political symbol. In

actas a republican gesture of salvation for pleading fr eedom se
Praise on the royal liberator. Note how the artist imm&&. ¢
Note also the racial steatification suggested by the depiction
<ontrast with the uniform, unified scene in the black-and-
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identities. Instead, civil conflict fractured certain countries in the
region and rural clites hung on to their private properties and
political privileges (see Chapters 15 and 16).

Far more than in North America, the richest lands in Latin
America went not to small farmers but to large estate holders
producing exports such as sugar, coffee, or beel. The result: while
Latin America shared in the world’s frontier expansion and general
economic growth, elites hoarded opportunities at the expense of
the poor, the indigenous people, and people of color.

CONSOLIDATION VERSUS FRAGMENTATION Amenndian
and peasant uprisings were a major worry in new Latin American
republics. Fearing insurrections, elites devised governing systems that
protected private property and investments while limiting the polit-
ical rights of the poor and the propertyless. Likewise, the specter of
revolts by enslaved resisters, driven home not just by earlier, brutal
events in Haiti (see Chapter 15) but also by daily rumors of rebellions.
kept elites in a state of alarm. One Argentine writer, Domingo Faus-
tino Sarmiento, echoed the concern about giving too much power to
the masses, and he described the challenge of nation-state building in
Latin America as a struggle between eliust “civilizaton” and popular
“barbansm.” Creating strong nations, it seemed to many Latin Amer-
ican elites, required excluding large groups of people from power.

BRAZIL: AN “EXCLUSIVE” NATION-STATE Brazilillustrates
the process by which Latin American rulers built nation-states that
excluded much of the population from both the “nation™ and the

though it immediately alienated the
Palace in Rio de Janeiro to applaud

who are surroundex
@»Mn‘wm,: to the background, in contrast to the immense support she receives in the phato.
he \‘sw; ghtened Whites and prostrate, bawling, Blacks. Such racist imagery makes for a sharp
of enli
white photograph
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“state.” Through the nineteenth century, rulers in Rio de Janeiro
defused political conflict by allowing planters to retain the reins
of power Morcover, although the Brazilian government officially
abolished the slave trade in 1830, it allowed illegal imports of
enslaved human beings to continue for another two decades (until,
n 1851, British pressure compelled Brazil to enforce the ban)

The end of the slave trade, coupled with freedom seckers’
resistance, began to choke the planters' system by dnving up the
price of the enslaved within the region. Sensing that the system
of forced labor was unraveling, enslaved people began to flee the
sugar and collee plantations, and army personnel refused to hunt
them down. In the 1880s, even while laws sull upheld enslaved
labor, country roads in the state of Sio Paulo were filled with
freedom seckers looking for relatives or access to land. Finally,
in 1888, the Brazilian emperor abolished slavery.

Thereafter, as in the United States, Brazilian elites followed
two strategies in creating a new labor force for their estates. They
retained some formerly enslaved men and women as gang-workers
or sharecroppers, and they also imported new workers—especially
from laly, Spain, and Portugal. These laborers often came as
seasonal migrant workers or indentured tenant farmers. Indeed,
European and even Japanese migration to Brazil helped planters
preserve their holdings in the post-slavery era. In all, 2 million
Europeans and some 70,000 Japanese moved to Braz

The Brazilian state was exclusive by design. The constitution
of 1891 estabhshed a lederal system and proclaimed Brazil a
republic, but its electoral rules barred all women and the vast
majonty of men from voting. After all, with the abolition of slav-
ery, the sudden enfranchisement of millions of freedmen would
have threatened to flood the electoral lists with propertyless,
potentially uncontrollable voters. As in the United States, poli-
ticians responded by slapping severe restncuions on suffrage and
by rigging rules to reduce political competition. However, given
the greater share of the Black population in Brazil, restrictions
there excluded a larger share of the potential electorate than
in the United States.

BRAZIL: EXPANSION AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Like Canada and the United States, the Brazilian state extended
its reach to distant areas and incorporated them as provinces. The
largest land grab occurred in the Amazon River basin, the worlds
largest drainage watershed and tropical forest. It had built up over
millennia around the meandering tributanies that convey runoffs
from the eastern slopes of the Andes all the way 1o the Atlantic
Ocean. It was a massive yet delicate habitat of balanced biomass
suspended by towenng trees wath a canopy of leaves and vines
that kept the basin ecologically diverse. Here, the Brazilian state
gave giant concessions (o local capitalists to extract rubber latex.
When combined with sulfur, rubber was a key raw material for
tire manufactuning in European and North American bicycle and
automobile industries

As Brazil became the world’s exclusive exporter of rubber,
its planters, merchants, and workers prospered. Rich merchants
became lenders and financiers, not only to workers but also 1o
landowners themselves. The mercantile elites of Manaus, the capital
of the Amazon region, designed and decorated their city 1o reflect
their new fortune. Although the streets were still paved with mud,
the town’ elites built a replica of the Paris Opera House, and
Manaus became a regular stopover for European opera singers on
the circuit between Buenos Aires and New York. Rubber workers
also benefited from the boom. Men migrated [rom farms and vil-
lages around the Amazon and from the impovenished northeast.
Mostly either Amerindians or mixed-blood people, they saved
meager sums to take home to their kin. Meanwhile, women and
girls took care of subsistence plots or worked as domestics. In
this fashion, the benefits of the commodity boom in the Amazon
trickled down to the poor.

The Brazilian rubber boom soon went bust. One problem was
the ecosystem: such a diversified biomass could not tolerate a
regimented form of production that emphasized the cultivation
of rubber trees at the expense of other vegetation and made the
forest vulnerable to nonhuman predators. Leal blight and ferocious
ants destroyed all experiments at creating more sustainable rubber

Opera House in Manaus,
Immense wealth to the Am,
inLatin America, the procey

The turn-of-the-century rubber boom brovg"t
220n jungle. As in many boom-and-bust cycles
eds flowed to a small d nished
when the small elite and dim
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plantations. Moreover, 1t was expensive to haul the rubber latex
out of the jungle all the way to the coast along the slow-moving
Amazon River. Another problem was that Brazilian rubber faced
severe competition after a Briuish scientist smuggled rubber plant
seeds out of Brazil in 1876. Following years of experimentation,

British patrons transplanted a blight-resistant hybrid to the British
colony of Ceylon (present-day Sri Lanka). As competition led to
increased supplies and reduced prices, Brazilian producers went
bankrupt. Merchants called in their loans, landowners forfeited
their titles, and rubber workers returned to their subsistence
economies. Tropical vines crept over the Manaus Opera House,
and it gradually fell into disrepair.

Throughout the Americas, nineteenth-century elites adapted
older models of politics while auempting to satisfy popular demands
forinclusion, Although the ideal was to construct nation-states that
could reconcile differences among their citizens and pave the way
for economic prosperity, in fact political autonomy did not bring
Prosperity, or even the right to vote, to all. As each nation-state
expanded its territonal boundaries, many new inhab were
left ot of the political realm.

CONSOLIDATION OF
NATION-STATES IN EUROPE

In Europe, no “frontier” existed into which new nations could

©Ppand. Instead, nation-states took shape out of older Eo:...:nr_nu
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Rubber Plantation
Workers. Left: A worker
harvests latex, a milky fluid
that is secreted from a rubber
tree via taps in its trunk

Right: The worker must work
quickly to collect and process
it nto dry rubber before it
coagulates.

should be. Yet, over the course of the nincteenth century, as literacy,
the cities, industrial production, and the number and prospenty of
property owners expanded, ruling elites had no choice but to share
power with a wider group of citizens. These citizens, in tum, increas-
ingly defined themselves as, say, Frenchmen or Germans, rather than
as residents of Marseilles or subjects of the king of Bavaria.

Defining “the Nation”

For a very long time, in most places, “the nation” was understood
to compnise kings, clergymen, nobles—and occasionally rich mer-
chants or lawyers—and no one else. Although some peoples, such
as the English and the Spanish, were already self-conscious about
their unique histories, only in the late eighteenth century were
the crucial building blocks of Euroy lism put in place.
Enligh thinkers ¢ buted key ideas to the ideological
foundations of the nation. In 1776, Adam Smith (see Chapter 15)
described the wealth of each nation as equivalent to the combined
output of all its producers, not the sum in the king’s treasury. Then,
in 1789, the left-leaning French clergy Abb¢ Sieyes published
awidely circulated pamphlet arguing that the nation consists of all
of those who work to enrich it, and that those who are “parasites”
(Sieyés meant the clergy and the aristocracy) do not belong. Sieyes
had drawn inspiration from the American Declaration of Indepen-
dence. He announced that all men are equal under the law and
insisted that “the principle of all sovereignty lies essentially in the
n." Thanks to the unpopularity of his occupation regimes,
ly helped strengthen German, Itahan, and

natios
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ad empires, and their borders were determined by lipl 3
Or by battles bewween rival claimants. In the wake of the Frenc!

n that “the people” should form
Id be culturally

“the people”

Revolution, the idea caught o
the bajs for the nation and that nations shoul
?éonnsac:wl_v:_ no one could agree on who

m?ﬁ:ﬁ: nationalism. The result fucled an expansion of the appeal
1o national unity as a way to realize cinzenship rights

Duning the nineteenth century, a huge expansion of literacy
and the periodical press made 1t possible for people all across
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Europe to read books and newspapers in their own languages. At
the same time, the emerging industrial economy made merchants
ious to dardize laws, policies, and weights and
measures. States invested huge sums in building roads and then
railroads, linking provincial towns with bigger cities and laying
the foundations for a closer political integration
But who were the people, and what constituted a viable nation-
state? Neither Smiths treatise nor Sieyes's pamphlet clanfied exactly
who the communities were that belonged to a specific territory
and shared cultural or religious traditions. For some people, the
nation was a collection of all those who spoke one language; for
others, it was all those who lived under a certain prince or who
shared a religious heritage. This was a particularly acute problem in
multiethnic central and southeastern Europe, where many people
were multilingual, rich and poor alike. But some who shared the
same language objected to being lumped into one nation-state.
The Inish, for example, spoke English but were predominately
Catholics and wanted 1o be free [rom Anglican rule.
The Europe-wide revolutions of 1848 (see Chapters 16) sought
10 put “the people” in power; in many cases, 100, rebels sought
to create unified nation-states, each of which would serve one
particular cultural and linguistic group (Examples include the
Czechs and ltalians, both of whom wanted states independent
from the Habsburg Empire.) But the revolutions ran into difficulties
defining who “the people” were and how to fashion new nations
out of Europe’s multiethnic empires. Deep divisions opened among
ethnic groups and between middle-class liberals and radicals, some
of whom wanted 1o share out the nation’s wealth. Monarchs took
advantage of the chaos and restored their regimes. The troubling
questions continued to agitate Europe for many years to come.

Unification in Germany and Italy

Two of Europe’s fledgling nation-states came into being when the
dynastic states of Prussia and Piedmont-Sardinia swallowed their
smaller, lingwistically related neighbors, creating the German and
Italian nation-states. (See Map 17.2.) In both regions, conservauve
prime ministers—Count Otto von Bismarck of Prussia and Count
Camillo di Cavour of Piedmont—exploited radical, and especially
liberal, nationalist sentiment to rearrange the map of Europe.

BUILDING UNIFIED STATES The unification of Germany and
Italy posed all the famuliar problems of who the people were and
who should be included in the new nation-states. To begin with,
German speakers were spread all across central and eastern Furope;
after 1815, many, but not all, resided in the Austrian-dominated
German Confederation. They continued to live, as they had for
centuries, in largely autonomous states of diverse size, wealth, and
religious and ethnic makeup. Similarly, Italians had lived sepa-
rately in city-states and small kingdoms on the ltalian Peninsula

and spoke a range of dialects. The historical experiences anq
economic developments had made Bavanan Germans (Catholic)
quite different from Prussian Germans (Protestant), likewise, the
Milanese (who lived in a wealthy urban industrial center) shareq
litle with the typical Sardinian peasant. But liberal nationalisis
had made the case that their high culture—especially their musi-
cal and theatrical traditions—overrode all these differences, and
emotional appeals by poets, composers, and orators convinced
many people that this was indeed the case.

Ulumately, Bismarck and Cavour merged nationalist rhetoric
with clever diplomacy to forge united German and Italian nations.
But both had to go to war to accomplish their aims. In a famous
address in 1862, Bismarck bellowed: “Not through speeches and
majority decistons are the great questions of the day decided—
that was the great mistake of 1848 and 1849—but through blood
and iron.” True to his word, Bismarck broke up the German
Conlederation and unified the northern German states under the
Prussian crown by means of war: with Denmark in 1864, Austna
in 1866, and France (over the western provinces of Alsace and
Lorraine) in 1870~1871. Italy also was united under the banner of
Piedmont-Sardinia through a series of small conflicts, many of them

d to prevent the of more radical republics.

Klick

INTERNAL CONFLICTS These “unified” states were favorable
to liberal principles, but rejected democracy. In the new ltaly, which
was a constitutional monarchy, not a republic, less than 5 percent
of the 25 million people could vote. The new German Empire
(the Reich) did have an assembly elected by all adult males (the
Reichstag), but it was ruled by a combination of aristocrats and
bureaucrats under a monarch. Liberals dominated in many local-
ities, but only the emperor (the kaiser) could depose the prime
minister. In fact, Bismarck continued to dominate Prussian politics
for twenty-eight years, until fired in 1890 by Kaiser Wilhelm 1.
The new states, especially the Germans, enjoyed brisk economic
growth, which simply highlighted the fact that they remained
internally 1. In ltaly, Pied liberals in the north
hoped that centralized rule would transform southern ltaly into
a prosperous, commercial, and industrial region like their own
The south was agricultural, isolated from modernizing impulses:
and liule attracted to northern customs. The north, industrialized
and more fully developed economically, had important com*
mercial links with Switzerland and France. In Germany, many
non-Germans—Poles in Silesia, French in Alsace and Lorrain¢:
Danes in the provinces of Schleswig-Holstein—became “nationl
minorities” whose rights remained in question. In the 18705
Bismarck branded both Catholics and socialists as traitors (0 the
“Bw_m»_ﬁ both retliated by forming powerful political movements
¥ the 18905, 100, colonial nvalries and conflicts in the Balkan®
Maaﬂ_."& to make nationalism more belligerent and vo.a:.:.:w
nn»w-“ _.__._N_ ﬁm particularly in the continent’s remaining multiethn®
- (he Russian, Ottoman, ang Habsburg Empires.
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Italian unification and German unification altered the politi
* What were the names of the two original states that grew
* Who were the big losers in these territorial transfers?

* According to your reading, what problems did the new It

Nation Building and Ethnic Conflict in the
Austro-Hungarian Empire

Bismarckss wars of unification came at the expense of Habsburg
supremacy in central Europe and of French ternitory and _==__...
ence in the west. Following Germany’s swilt victory 9,2___ M
Austrian army in 1866, the Hungarian nobles who controlie

the castern Habsburg Empire forced the weakened n_w:uﬂ.w
 grant them home rule. In the Compromise of 1867, .,p.
Habsburgs agreed that their state would officially be known

cation, 1815-1871

cal map of Europe.
to become ltaly and Germany?

alian and German states face in creating strong national communities?

as the Austro-Hungarian Empire. But this move did not solve
Austria-Hungary’s nationality problems. In both the Hunganan
and the Austrian halves of the dual state, Czechs, Poles, and
other Slavs now began to clamor for their own power-sharing
“compromise” or autonomous national homelands. The prob-
lems were only exacerbated after Austnia-Hungary occupied the
territory of Bosnia-Herzegovina in 1878 (anncxed in 1908), a
formerly Ottoman region where the Austrians now ruled over
hundreds and thousands of discontented Serbs, Croatians, and

Bosnian Muslims.
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Domestic Discontents in France and Britain

Although already unified as nation-states, Britain and France,
100, faced major difficulties. For the French, dealing with mili-
tary defeat at the hands of the Germans was the primary national
concern in the decades leading up to World War I. For the British,
issues of Irish separatism, the rise of the working class, and fem-

inists’ demands troubled the political arena

DESTABILIZATION IN FRANCE Bismarck launched the
Franco-Prussian War of 1870-1871 to complete the unification
of Germany; he did not intend to destabilize France. But the
sound drubbing that the French troops received and the capture
of Napoleon 111 early in the conlflict proved embarrassing and
upsetting. Even more catastrophic for France was the German
siege of Paris, which lasted for more than three months. Having
escaped the city by balloon so as to conuinue the war, the pro-
visional government left Panis without leadership and without
staples. Parisians had no food stocks and were compelled to eatall
sorts of things, including two zoo elephants. Resistance collapsed
in January 1871, when the government signed a humiliating peace
treaty. Furious Parisians vented their rage and established a social-
1st commune proclaiming the city a utopia for workers. The leftist

commune lasted until the provisional national governments pre-
dominantly peasant army stormed Panis a few months later. At
least 25,000 Pansians died in the bloody mop-up that followed
A “Third Republic” took the place of Napoleon
aders were wary of the socialists and workers. They

Its conservativ

also were determined to revenge themselves for their humiliation in
1871. For the French, the years to lollow would bring two unsettling

developments: increasingly sharp conflict between classes over the
shape of the republic and nising anti-German nationalism. Some
of this antagonism also radiated outward to target French colonig]
subjects, who now expenienced more virulent forms of racism

IRISH NATIONALISM IN GREAT BRITAIN The kingdom of
England—which was composed of England, clearly the dominan
state, and Wales—became the kingdom of Great Britain when it
united with Scotland in 1707 and Ireland in 1801. Although the
English had long thought of themselves as a nation, the idea that
all Britons belonged in the same state was much more problematic.
Great Britain was home to people whose historical expenences,
religious backgrounds, and economic opportunities were very dif-
ferent. In the nineteenth century, British leaders wrestled in par-

ticular with lower-class agitation and demands (or independence
from Irish nationalists. Beginning in 1832, Britain responded to

ss conflict by extending political rights 10 most men but not

women, then finally established universal sulfrage for adult males
after World War 1. In 1918, roughly one-quarter of British women
gained the right to vote, and the rest did so a decade later.

Yet Ireland remained Englands Achilles’ heel. Although in 1836
Insh Catholics finally became equal to Protestants before the law,
the two communities' political and economic conditions remained
very uneven. English and Irish Protestants owned the vast majority
of the land and attempted 10 squeeze Irish smallholders to give up
their plots. Over the course of the early nineteenth century, more and
more Irish peasants had planted energy-rich and easy-to-cultivate
potatoes on their remaining rocky and sandy land. A relatively
healthy diet of potatoes and milk had fueled population growth
and put more pressure on the land. When a continent-wide potato

The Irish Potato Famine. Vo7
families in Ireland were left
desperate and starving in the
aftermath of the potato crop
failure and were forced to find
sustenance wherever they could
In this engraving from the lote
nineteenth century, o group

of people by the coast collect
limpets and seaweed to eot

blight ravaged the island’s crops in 1845, this monoculture turned
intoarecipe for widespread famine. Although the blight continued
1o decimate harvests for the next four years, the English stuck to
their laissez-faire principles and were slow to send grain to relieve
Irish suffering, resulting in the death of as many as a million and
the emigration of about the same number. Many of these Irish
emigrants made their way to England, seeking either passage
1o North America or work in the English mill towns. Like their
Scottish brethren, they did not assimilate easily and often got the
Jowliest jobs. All of this, on top of 300 years of repressive English
domination, spawned a mass movement for Irish home rule that
continued into the twentieth century.

Born in opposition to the old monarchical regimes, European
nationalism by the end of the nineteenth century had become a
means used by liberal and conservative leaders alike to unite “the
people” behind them. But this did not mean that everyone had
equal access to power. Women, the poor, and minority ethnic and
religious groups, in particular, did not have a just share. Moreover,
by 1900, European nationalisms and bitterness, sowed by the wars
of unification, were producing deeper enmities between states and
within multinational empires. Nationalism had transformed the
nasties u:r_ given more Tac—u_ﬁ avoice n

map of old European

political decision-making and a share in the cultural life than ever
before. But it had made Europe a more volatile place

INDUSTRY, SCIENCE, AND
TECHNOLOGY

In addition to nationalist conceptions of ‘“the people,”
nineteenth-century states in North America and western Europe
were shaped by a powerful combination of industry, science, and
technology. These forces also reordered the relationships between
different parts of the world. One critical factor was that after 1850,
Western Europe and North America az_un:nzn& anew phase of
industrial development—essentially a second industrial revolu-
tlon. Japan, too, joined the ranks of industrializing nations as its
state-led program of industrial development started to pay divi-
dends. These changes transformed the global economy and inten-
sified rivalrics among industrial societies. For example, Britain
now had to contend with competition from the United States
and Germany,

New Materials, Technologies, and Business
Practices

ere v te
Is and new technologies were vial in lai

el vitnessed
Mineteenth-century economic development. The period witn
h the arrival of new organic

New mate

Major technological changes wit
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sources of power (oil) and new ways to get old organic sources
(like coal) to processing plants. These changes (reed manufactur-
ers from having to locate their plants close to their fuel sources

Not only did the most important source of energy—electricity—
permit factories to arise in areas with plenty of skilled workers, but
it also slashed production costs Steel, which was more malleable
and stronger than iron, became essential for industries like ship-
building and railways. The world output of steel shot up from half
amillion tons in 1870 to 28 million tons in 1900. The miracle of
steel was celebrated through the construction of the Eiffel Tower
in Paris (completed in 1889), an aggressively modern monument
that loomed over the picturesque cityscape and was double the
height of any other building in the world at the time. Steel was
part of a bundle of innovations that included chemicals, oil, phar-
maceuticals, and mass transportation vehicles like trolleys, buses,
taxis, and trains. Scientific research, 100, boosted industrial devel-
opment. German companies led the way in creating laboratories

W Lo [
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Eiffel Tower. This 1890 photograph of an illuminated Eiffel Tower
encapsulates the fact and spirit of early twentieth-century technological
innovation, from the architectural breakthrough of the tower itself to the

harnessing of electricity to truly render Paris its nickname—the City of Light
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Railroad Workers. The construction of railroad lines across the United
States was dangerous work, much of it done by imm:grant laborers,

including large numbers of Chinese, such as those in this photograph
takenin 1886

where university-trained chemists and physicists conducted
research o serve industnal production. The United States likewise
wedded scientific research with capitalist enterprise: universities
and corporate laboratonies produced swelling ranks of

companies were as wildly successful in raising capital on stock
‘markets as they were in the United States. Companies like Standarg
0il, US. Steel, and Siemens mobilized capital from a large number
of investors, the shareholders. The scale of these firms was awe.
some U.S. Steel alone produced over half the worlds steel ingoys,
castings, rails, and heavy structural shapes—and nearly half of al|
its steel plates and sheets, which were vital in the construction of
buildings, railroads, ships, and the like

Integration of the World Economy

Not only did industrial change concentrate power in North Atlan-
tic societies, but it also reinforced their power on the world eco-
nomic stage and created a more integrated world economy. Of
course, Europe and the United States increased their exponts of
new products; but at the same time, they grew eager to control
the imy of tropical ¢ d

1es such as cocoa and coffee
While the North Atlantic societies were still largely self-sufficient

in coal, iron, cotton, wool, and wheat (the major commodities of
the first industrial revolution), the second industrial revolution
bred a need for rubber, copper, oil, and bauxite (an ore used o
make aluminum), which were not available domestically. Equally
important, large pools of money became available for investing
overseas. London may have lost its industrial leadership, but it

and scientists, as well as patents

The breakthroughs of the second industrial revolution ushered
in new business practices, especially mass production and the giant
integrated firm. No longer would modest investments suffice, as
they had in Britain a century earlier. Now large banks were the
major providers of funds. In Europe, imited-lability joint-stock

retained d ¢ over the worlds financial operations. By 1913,
the British had the huge sum of £4 billion invested overscas—
funds that generated an annual income of £200 million, or one-
tenth of Britain’s national income.

MOVEMENTS OF LABOR AND TECHNOLOGY Because
the more integrated world economy needed workers for ficlds

Suez Canal. The Suez Candl
opened to world shipping in 1869
and reduced the time it took t0
sail between Europe and Asian
ports. Although the French and
the Egyptians supplied most of
the money and the construction
plans and Egyptians were the
main workforce, British shipping
dominated canal traffic from
theoutset

e

Crredith
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factories, and mines, vast movements of the laboring popula-
tion took place. Indians moved thousands of miles to work on
sugar plantations in the Caribbean, Mauritius, and Fiji; to labor
in South American mines; and to build railroads in East Alrica
Chinese workers constructed railroads in the western United
States and toiled on sugar plantations in Cuba. The Inish, Poles,
Jews, ltalians, and Greeks flocked to North America to fill uts

burgeoning factories. Italians also moved to Argentina to harvest
wheat and corn

New technologies of warfare, P and ¢
cased global economic integration—and strengthened European
domi . With steam-powered gunboats and breech-loading

tifles, Europeans opened new territories for trade and conquest
Athome and in their colonial possessions, imperial powers con-
structed networks of railroads that carried people and goods from
hinterlands 1o the coasts. From there, steamships bore them across
the seas. Completion of the Suez Canal in 1869 shortened ship
voyages between Europe and Asia and lowered the costs of inter-
tegional trade. Information moved even faster than cargoes, thanks
1o the laying of telegraph cables under the oceans, supplemented
by overland telegraph lines

CHARLES DARWIN AND NATURAL SELECTION Although
Machines were the most vistble evidence that humans could master
the universe, perhaps the most momentous shift in the concep-
lion of nature derived from the travels of one British scienuist:
Charles Darwin (1809-1882). Longing to see exolic _.E&. rn_
Signed on for a four-year voyage in 1831 ona surveying vesse
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Charles Darwin. Engraving of
Darwin testing the speed of a
tortoise in the Galdpagos Islands.
It was during his visit to these
islands that Darwin developed
many of the ideas that he would
put forth in his 1859 On the
Origin of Species.

bound for Latin America and the South Seas. As the ship’s natu-
ralist, Darwin collected large quantities of specimens and recorded
observations daily. After returning to England, he became con-
vinced that the species of organic life had evolved under the uni-
form pressure of natural laws, not by means of a special, one-time
creation as described in the Bible.

Darwins theory, articulated in his On the Origin of Species (1859),
laid out the principles of natural selection. Inevitably, he clamed,
populations grow faster than the food supply:; this condition creates
a“struggle for existence™ among species. In later work he showed
how the passing on of individual traits is also determined by what
he called sexual selection—according to which the “best” mates
are chosen for their strength, beauty, or talents. The outcome: the
“fittest” survive to reproduce, while the less adaptable do not.
The “economy of nature” is, Darwin confessed, a painful reality.
people would rather behold “nature’s face bnght with gladness™
than recognize that some animals must be others’ prey and that
shortages are, ultimately, part of nature’s “miraculous efficiency.”
Although Darwin’s book dealt exclusively with nonhuman animals
(and mostly with birds), his readers immediately wondered what
his theory implied for humans.

A passionate debate began among scientists and laypeople, clerics
and anthropologists. Some read Darwin’s doctrine of the “survival
of the fittest” to mean that it was natural for the strong nations
to dominate the weak or justifiable 1o allow disabled persons to
die—something Darwin explicitly refuted. As more groups (mis)
interpreted Darwin’s theory 1o suit their own objectives, a set of
beliefs known as social Darwinism legitimated the suffening of the
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underclasses in ind | society: it was 1, social Darwinists
claimed, to tamper with natural selection. In subsequent years,
Europeans would repeatedly suggest that they had evolved more
than Africans and Asians. Extending Darwinian ideas far beyond
the scientist’s intent, some Europeans came 1o believe that nature
isell gave them the night to rule others

IMPERIALISM AND THE
ORIGINS OF ANTICOLONIAL
NATIONALISM

Increasing rivalries among nations and social tenstons within them

lessons 1o a generation of European colonial officials in Africa and
other parts of Asia. Yet, even as Europe’s colonial administrators
looked 10 earlier imperial practices in India and the Caribbean for
use in Africa, they also regarded Africans as less economically ang
culturally developed than Asian communities. Hence, they believed
that Africans would require an extended period of colonial tutelage

The exponents of European and North American colonization
argued that colonial rule produced benefits for both the colonial
peoples and the colonizers. Economically, colonies would be drawn
into and profit from an emerging world economy. They would
export primary products in high demand in the industrialized
parts of the global economy—most notably cocoa, tea, coffee,
diamonds, gold, and copper from Alfrica; rubber from the Dutch
East Indies; huge quantities of cotton from India and Egypt; and
b g mainly after World War 1, oil from the Middle East

produced an expansionist wave late in the h century.
Although Africa became the primary focus of interest, a frenzy of
terntorial conquest overtook Asia as well. The penod witnessed
the French occupation of Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos and the
Bniush expansion in Malaya (present-day Malaysia). In China’
terntories, competition by foreign powers to establish spheres of
nfluence heated up in the 1890s. And in India, impenal ambitions
provoked the Brutish 10 conquer Burma (present-day Myanmar)
Moreover, Britain and Russia competed (or preeminence from
their respective outposts in Afghanistan and central Asia. In the
Amencas, expansion usually mvolved the incorporation of new
terntories as provinces, making them integral parts of the nation.
In Asia and Afnca, however, European imperialism turned far-
flung termtories into colonial possessions. Here, inhabitants were
usually designated as subjects of the empire without the nghts and
privileges of ciizens. Britain’s impenal regime in India provided

1o fuel industrial economies. In return, colonial peoples would
impont much-needed manufactured commodities—clothing made
from their raw cotton; processed foods made from colfee, cocoa,
and tea; railway engines; and oceangoing vessels. But were the
benefits truly evenly distributed, as some impenalist proponents
claimed? A balance sheet of imperialism is difficult to construct,
but the biggest beneficiaries were clearly not African and Asian
peasant cultivators, as apologists asserted, or even the workers in
western factories, whose wages, while nising, still remained low.
Profits flowed mainly to European-run export-import firms, large
global banks, and wealthy industrialists.

Not surprisingly, colonized peoples resisted the imposition of
economic systems that destroyed older trading and agricultural
systems and benefited only the colonial extractors. Resistance ook
different forms, including the demand for national self-determination

Sinews of the Raj. 7he British
allowed several native princes o
remain in power as long as they
accepted imperial paramountc
This photograph shows @
roadbuilding project in one such
princely state. Officials of the
Muslim princely ruler ond British
advisers supervise the workers
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Railways in India. Following the uprising of 1857, ofter which India became a kingdom of the British Empire and was no longer @
concession of the East India Company, the British built an extensive system of railroads to develop India as a profitable colony and
to maintain military security. Railways and telegraphs, which connected the interior of the country to the cities and ports of the
coast, were more instrumental than anything else in integrating the colony—and eventually the nation. Thisengraving shows the
Fast India Railway around 1863. The train and the telegraph post overshadow the lush vegetation in the background and cheering

Indians watch in idealized marvel.

Inmany parts of colonial Asia, carly forms of resistance, usually put
down with savage reprisals, were followed by organized political
protest and the formation of nationalist political parties. The Alrican
continent, the last to be colonized, at first went through an early
phase of armed resistance to colonial rule, which was repressed
with considerable bloodshed. After World War I, colonial critics
followed in the footsteps of the Asian anticolonial nationalists

They, 100, created anticolonial, mainly nonviolent, political orga-
nizations, secking at first the redress of colonial grievances, such
aslost lands. Many of these nations would have to wait until the
post-World War 11 period to achieve full independence.

India and the Imperial Model

Having suppressed the Indian Rebellion of 1857 (see Chapter 16),
authorities revamped the colonial administration and created
what many British colonial officials regarded as a model system
of imperial rule. Indians were not to be appeased—and certainly
10t 10 be brought into British public life. But they did have to be
Boverned, and the economy had to be revi ed. So, after replac-
ing East India Company rule by crown government in 1858, the
British set out to make India into a more secure and _5&:2:6.
colony. This period of British sovereignty was known as the Raj
(Crule),

The most urgent tasks facing the British in India were those
of modemizing its transportation and communication systems
and transforming the country into an integrated colonial state.
These changes had begun under the mo—.«..:avmn:na_ of the East
India no:.vu:v.. Lord Dalhousie, who oversaw the development

of India’s modern infrastructure. When he left office in 1856,
he boasted that he had harnessed India to the “great engines of
social improvement—I mean Railways, uniform Postage, and the
Electric Telegraph.” A year later, northern India exploded in the
1857 rebellion. But the rebellion also demonstrated the military
value of railroads and telegraphs, for these modern systems
were useful tools for rushing British troops to severely affected
regions. Alter the British suppressed the revolt, they took up the
construction of public works with renewed vigor. Railways were a
key element in this project, attracting approximately £150 million
of British capital. (Though it came from British investors, Indian
taxpayers paid off the debt through their taxes.) The first ralway
line opened in 1853, and by 1910 India had 30.627 miles of track
in operation—the fourth largest railway system in the world
Construction of other public works followed. Engineers built

dams across rivers to tame their force and 10 irngate lands, work-
ers installed a grid of telegraph lines that opened communication
between distant parts of the region. These public works served
impenial and economic purposes: India was to become a consumer
of British manufactures and a supplier of prnmary staples such as
cotton, tea, wheat, vegetable oil, seeds, and jute (used for making
rope or burlap sacking). The control of India’s massive rivers
allowed farmers to cultivate the rich floodplains, transforming
them into lucrauve cotton-producing provinces. On the hillsides
of the island of Ceylon and the northeastern plains of India, the
British established vast plantations to grow tea—which was then
marketed in England as a healthier alternative to Chinese green tea
India also became an important consumer of British manufactures,
especially textiles, in an ironic turnaround to its centuries-old
(radition of exporting its own cotton and silk textiles.
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The reform efforts of the Raj made India into a unified terntory
and enabled its inhabitants to regard themselves as “Indians.”
These were the first steps to becoming a “nation” like ltaly and the
United States, but there were profound differences. Above all, as
colonial subjects, Indians did not have basic civic and human nghts.
Other European powers, in parallel with the Bnush example, tried
to modernize and integrate their colonies economically without
welcoming colonial peoples into the life of the nation

Dutch Colonial Rule in Indonesia

Decades before the British government took control of India away
from the East India Company, Holland had terminated the rule of
the Duich East India Company over Indonesia. Beginning in the
1830s, the Dutch government took administrative responsibility
over Indonesian affairs. Holland's new colonial officials envisioned
amore regulated colonial economy than that of their Brtish coun-
terparts in India. For example, they ordered Indonesian villagers
to allocate one-third of their land for cultivating coffee beans, an
important export. In return, the colonial government paid a set
price (well below world market prices) and placed a ceiling on
rents owed to landowners
These policies had dreadful local consequences. For example,
increased production of the export crops of coflee beans, sugar, and
tobacco meant reduced food production for the local population
By the 1840s and 1850s, famine spread across Java, over 300,000
Indonesians perished from starvation Surviving villagers voiced
growing discontent, prompting harsh crackdowns by colonial
forces. Back in Holland, the embarrassing spectacle of colonial
oppression prompted calls for reform. Thus, in the 1860s the
Dutch government introduced what it called an ethical policy for

Europeansin Africa, Left Henry Morto,
Stanley was one of the most famous of the
nineteenth-century explorers in Africa, He
first made his reputation when he locateq
the British missionary-explorer David
Livingstone, feared dead, in the interior

of Africa, uttering the famous words,

“Dr. Livingstone, | presume.” Stanley worked
on behalf of King Leopold, establishing the
Belgian king’s claims to ternitories in the
Congo and often using superior weaponry
to cow African opponents. Right: The
ardent British imperialist Cecil Rhodes
endeavored to bring as much of Africa as
he could under British colonial rule. He had
an ambition to create a swath of British-
controlled territory that would stretch from
the Cape in South Africa to Cairo in Egypt,
as this cartoon shows

governing Asian colonies: it reduced governmental exploitation
and encouraged Dutch seulement of the islands and more private
enterprise. For Indonesians, however, the replacement of govern-
ment agents with private merchants made litle difference. In some
areas, islanders put up fierce resistance. On the sprawling island of
Sumatra, for instance, armed villagers fought off Dutch invaders
Alter decades of warfare, Sumatra was finally subdued n 1904
The shipping of Indonesian staples c¢ 110 ennch the Dutch

Colonizing Africa

No region felt the impact of European colonialism more power-
fully than Africa. In 1880, the only two large European colonial
possessions in Alrica were French Algeria and two British-ruled
South African territories, the Cape Colony and Natal. But within
a mere thiny years, seven European states had carved almost all
of Africa into colonial possessions, (See Map 17.3.)

PARTITIONING THE AFRICAN LANDMASS A major
moment in iniuiating the European scramble for African colontes
occurred in 1882 when the British invaded and occupied Egypt

This action provoked the French, who had regarded Egypt as their
special sphere of influence ever since Napoleon’s 1798 invasion

Indeed, Britain's move not only intensified the two powers' nvalry
to seize additional termitories in Africa but also alarmed the othet
European states, fearful thag they might be left behind. As thesé
powers joined the scramble, Portugal called for an international
conference to discuss clajms 10 Africa. Meeting in Berlin between
1884and 1885, delegates from Germany, Portugal, Britain, Franct:
Belgium, Spain, ltaly, the United States, and the Ottoman Empiré
agreed 1o carve up Africa and 1o recognize the acquisitions of anY
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t? What kind of economic and political gain did European powers realize
states realize their ambitions in Africa?

The partition of Alfrica took place between the early ._.mmom,u
* Which two European powers gained the most territory in
* Which two African states managed to remain independen!

through the colonization of Alfrica? Did any of the European
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CURRENT TRENDS IN WORLD HISTORY

Africa's Newest Hunters and Gatherers: Greed, Environmental Degradation,

and Resistance

Africa was the birthplace of hunting and
gathering (see Chapter 1). Ironically,
although the European colonizers justified
their partition of Africa on the grounds of
bringing civilization to a benighted people,
in fact, in their quest to enrich themselves,
the first generation of colonizers exploited
the most available resources of the con-
tinent, enslaved and killed huge numbers
of people, and returned parts of the con-
tinent to a hunting and gathering mode of
production. The most driven and greediest
of these figures was Leopold Il, king of the
Belgians, who was determined, in spite of
sweet-sounding rhetoric, to do whatever it
took to line his pockets and make himself
a formidable figure in European politics.
King Leopold's story and others like it fas-
cinate world historians because it conveys
in stark detail the nature of the relationship
between the rulers and the Africans they
ruled. It also provides a point of comparison
for the different models of ruling that each
European power instituted in its colonies.
Even before ascending the throne
in 1865, Leopold cast about for ways to
become more than the constitutional mon-
arch of a small, recently established, and
neutral state. A voracious reader on colo-
nialism, he was struck forcefully by one
book: How the Dutch Ruled Java, published
in 1861. By demonstrating how the Dutch
colonial state had expropriated money from
the East Indies (today called Indonesia) to
spend on projects at home, the book fired

his imagination. Could he not do the same?
Could he not stake out a colony, take money
from it to swell his own exchequer, and use
some of it on public works at home—to
beautify the cities of Belgium the way Paris
had been beautified in the 1850s and 1860s?

Fixing his gaze on central Africa in the
1880s, Leopold manipulated the other
European states into recognizing him as the
sovereign head of a “Congo Free State,” in
which he led a European effort to "civilize”
(and especially to exploit) the Congo River
basin. Leopold hired the world-famous
explorer Henry Morton Stanley to “pacify”
the country and ready it for economic
development.

But how to make these lands pay off?
They were almost entirely unexplored
and unsurveyed, and though in time they
would yield some of the richest mineral
deposits in the world, these prospects were
unknown to Leopold and his administrators
at first. What the rain forests of Africa had
was wild products, especially rubber and
ivory. But how to get Africans, who at that
point hardly participated in world trade, to
tap wild rubber vines and hunt elephants?
The solution here and elsewhere in similar
African environments was to create large
armies (known in Leopold's state as the
Force Publique), fix quotas for districts to
procure, and compel villagers to bring in
baskets of rubber and elephant tusks,

For Leopold the results were little short
of astonishing. He extracted vast sums from

King Leopold. Despite the inhumane way in
which he funded his vast array of public buildings.
Leopold is sometimes called, not unaffectionately,
the “Builder King™ by Belgians today.

the Congo, spending lavishly on himself and
on Belgium. He sank millions of francs into
making the seaside city of Ostend one of
the finest resorts in the world. At Tervuren,
while a choir sang the new Congo anthem,
Leopold laid the foundation stone of a world
college for overseas colonial administra-
tion. In Brussels he spent over $5 million
renovating royal palaces and constructing
parks, avenues, casinos, and racecourses
For the Congolese, Leopold's state was
nothing more than a reign of terror. Forced

Exploitation of the Congo. Leopold Il, king of the Belgians, gained weolth from a E:.&Mxnxﬂ_m:s: M“E
the Congo—wealth that he garnered from the killing of elephants for their ivory tusks and that he use
enhance his own personal riches and to beautify Belgian cities.

toroam farther and farther from their home
villages in search of rubber and elephants
to keep pace with ever-escalating quotas,
villagers suffered an immense loss of life
through famine and conflicts with the Force
Publique. Perhaps as many as 10 million
Alricans perished in a population that had

been roughly 20 million before Leopold's
agents arrived

Leopold's brutality did not go unob-
served, however. In 1899, the writer Joseph
Conrad took the Congo as his model of
rapacious European imperialism in his
novella Heart of Darkness. African villagers

rebelled, though unsuccessfully, and by
the first decade of the twentieth century,
rumors and then detailed reports painted
a stark picture of terror and environmen-
tal degradation as the villagers rooted
out almost all wild rubber and began the
hunt for elephants that would ultimately
render them an endangered species. In
1908, a year before his death, Leopold was
compelled, against his wishes, to turn the
administration of the Congo over to the
Belgian parliament

QUESTIONS FOR ANALYSIS

Why was King Leopold such an
important figure in the European
partition of Africa?

While the Congo story is one of
the most brutal stories of colonial
exploitation and environmental
degradation, which other
episodes in world history does it
remind you of and why?

Explore Further

Harms, Robert, Land of Tears: The
Exploration and Exploitation of
Equatorial Africa (2019).

Hochschild, Adam, King Leopold’s Ghost
(1998)

European power that had achieved occupation on the ground
Colonizers rushed to plant their flags as widely as possible, lest
they be outmaneuvered by their rivals

The consequences for Alrica were devastating Nearly 70 percent
of the newly drawn borders failed 10 correspond to older demarca-

tions of ethnicity, language, culture, and commerce—for Europeans

knew little of the landmass beyond uts coast and rivers. They based
their new colonial boundaries on European trading centers rather
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than on the location of African population groups. In West Alnca,
for example, the Yoruba were split between the French in Dahomey
and the British in southwestern Nigena, and a segment of the very
_JB» and dynamic Mandara peoples came under British-ruled
Nigena, with another Mandara group being administered by the
Germans in Cameroon (See again Map 17.3.) In fact, Nigeri2
became an administrative nightmare, as the British attempted ©
integrate the politically centralized Muslim populations of the

of the
Morth with the city-state Yoruba dwellers and small tribes ¢

1bos of the south

Several motives led the Europcan powers into their :.Sn_a_;.
Partition of Africa. Although European businesses were 1::.._._,” y
INterested in Egypt and South Africa, where their investments ;‘.. .M.
lucrative, small-scale traders and investors harbored fantasies c,
Beal treasures locked in the vast uncharted interior Politicians,

ere: TN,
Publicists, and the reading public also took an interest. The wnings

of explorers like Dawvid Livingstone (1813-1873), a Scotush doctor
and missionary, and Henry Morton Stanley (1841-1904), an
adventurer in the pay of the New York Herald, excited readers with
accounts of Africa as a continent of unlimited economic potential
The most determined of the Alrican empire builders was
Leopold 11 (r. 1865-1909), king of the Belgians. (See Current
Trends in World History: Afnca’s Newest Hunters and Gatherers.
Greed, Environmental Degradation, and Resistance.) But in
713
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Battle of Adwa. Portrait of King Menelik, who defeated the ltalian forces at
the Battle of Adwa in 1896, thus saving his country from European colonization

southern Alrica, Cecil Rhodes (1853-1902), the British champion
of imperialism, brought the Rhodesias, land, Bechuana-
land, the Transvaal, and the Orange Free State into the British
Empire as part of a design to have British territones stretching
all the way from the Cape of Good Hope, in South Africa, to
Cairo, in Egypt

Other Europeans saw Alrica as a grand opportunity for con-
verting souls to Chnstianity In fact, Europe’s civilizing mission
was an important motive in the scramble for African territory: In
Uganda, northern Nigeria, and central Africa, missionaries went
ahead of European armies, begging the European statesmen 1o
follow their lead

AFRICAN RESISTANCE Contrary to European assumptions,
Africans did not welcome European “civilization.” Resistance,

Only Menelik 11 of Ethiopia repulsed the Europeans, for he
knew how to play rivals off one another. By doing so, he procureq
weapons [rom the French, British, Russians, and ltalians. He also
had a united, loyal, and well-equipped army. In 1896, his troops
routed ltalian forces at the Battle of Adwa, after which Adwa became
acelebrated moment in Alrican history. Its memory inspired many
of Afncas later nationalist leaders.

Most resisters were ignorant of the dispanty in military technology
between Alfricans and Europeans—especially the killing power of
European breech-loading weapons and the Maxim machine gun.
In addition, the European armies had better tactics and a more
sustained appetite for battle. Africa’s armies fought during the
nonagncultural season, engaging in open battles so as to achieve
quick and decisive results and then returning to their farms. Such
military traditions were effective in fighting neighbors, but not
well-equipped invaders.

Some Afnican forces did adapt their military techniques to the
European challenge ‘For example, Samori Touré¢ (1830-1900)
proved a stubborn foe for the French, employing guerrilla warfare
and avoiding full-scale battles in the savanna lands of West Africa
From 1882 unuil 1898, Tour¢ eluded the French Dividing his
35,000-man army, Touré had one contingent take over territories
not yet conquered by the French and there reestablish a fully
autonomous domain. A smaller contingent conducted a scorched-
carth campaign in the regions from which it was retreating, leaving
the French with parched and wasted new possessions. But these
tactics only delayed the inevitable. The French finally defeated
and captured Tour¢ and sent him into exile in Gabon, where he
died in 1900.

COLONIAL ADMINISTRATIONS IN AFRICA Once the
euphona of partition and conquest had worn off, power fell 10
“men on the spot"—military adventurers, settlers, and entrepre-
neurs whose main goal was to get rich quick. As these individu-
als established near-fiefdoms in some areas, Alncans (like Native
Americans on the other side of the Atlantic) found themselves
confined to teritories where they could barely provide for them-
selves. To uphold such an invasive system at mimmal expensé.
Europeans created permanent standing armies by equipping their

however, was largely fuule. Afncans faced two ppealing
options: they could capnulate to the Europeans and negotiate to
limit the loss of their autonomy, or they could fight to preserve
their sovereignty. Only a few chose the course of moderation
Lat Dior, a Mushm warlord in Senegal, refused to let the French
build a railway through his kingdom. “As long as 1 live, be well
assured,” he wrote the French commandant, *I shall oppose with
all my might the construction of this railway: 1 will always answer
no, no, and I will never make you any other reply: Even were 1
10 go to rest, my horse, Malay, would give you the same answer "
Conllict was inevitable, and Lat Dior lost his life in a baule with
the French in 1886

Alrican P ts, whom they either bribed or compelled 1o join
their side. Such armies bullied local communities into doing the
colonial authoriues' _._ma_sm

Eventually, these rough-and-ready systems led to violent revolts
from aggrieved Africans, and in their altermath the colonial rulers
had to create more efficient administrations dedicated to va,._.__:n
health care and education for the colonized, As in India, coloni
powers in Africa laid the foundations for future nation-stat¢
organizations. Once information trickling out of Africa revealed
that the imperial governments were not realizing their goal of
bringing “civilization" 1o the “uncivilized,” each European power
implemented a new form of colonial rule, stpping the strongman

conquerors of their absolute powers, monitoring them more closely,
and greater responsibility for the conquered peoples
However much the colonial systems of the European states
differed, all had three similar goals. First, the colony was to pay
forits own ad ration. Second, ad on the spot had
1o preserve the peace; nothing brought swilter criticism from the
mother country than a colonial rebellion. Third, colonial rule was
10 attract other European groups, such as missionaries, settlers,
and merchants. Missionaries came to convert “heathens” to Chris-
tianity, convinced that they were battling with Islam for the soul of
the continent. Settlers went only to those parts of Africa that had
climatic conditions similar to those in Europe. They poured into
Algenia and South Alrica but only trickled into Kenya, Southern
Rhodesia, Angola, and Mozambique, attracted by advertising at
home that stressed comfortable living conditions and promised
that these areas would someday become White man’s territories
Moreover, colonial governments’ promises (o construct railroads,
roads, and deep-water facilities persuaded European merchants
and investors 10 take out bigger commercial stakes in Africa.
Europeans brought their extreme racial atitudes toward peoples
of color into Africa. They discovered similar views toward White-
ness and Blackness within African societies and were quick to
ke advantage of this overlap. In West Africa, the British, French,
and Germans lacked a large administrative staff and were wholly
dependent on noncommissioned African soldiers and police forces
tomaintain their authority. They quickly gravitated to those ethnic
groups who regarded themselves as superior, at least those willing
tomake themselves available as collaby with their conquerors.
The Tuareg peoples, the Arabs, or Fulani, and the notables among
the Songhai peoples looked down on others, many of whom were
their vassals or were actually enslaved to them. They used the Arabic
words for the colors White (bidan) and Black (sudan) as markers
of their superiority and the inferiority of others. In particular, the
Tuareg and Fulani ruling elites accepted European rule in hopes that
the colonial period would be a short one, from which they s«o:_u
emerge with powers intact. In response, the Europeans delegate
much local authority to these former rulers y 5
Colonial rulers found precolonial West Afncan societies profoundly
divided between nomad and sedentary, enslaver and enslaved, and
Black and White. To a considerable extent, notions of race, while
not being inalterably associated with skin color, stemmed MB_.:
the impact of Muslim and Arab thought throughout West Alnca.
llustrative of Arab/Muslim writings on sub-Saharan >?3=m ,ﬁw
the work of the geographer al-Masudi (896-956), who n_u::.n.
that “merriment dominates the black man because of his defective
brain, whenge all the weakness of his intelligence” Scw.& m:
Hall, p. 45). Even the famed and otherwise tolerant rEo:»:m n
Khaldun scorned sub-Saharan Africans, mainly because of _MH
0rid climate, which he claimed held them back, though he alse
alfitmed that “adherence to Islam redeemed all other differences

(Quoted in Hall, p. 49),
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Tuareg Resistance. Tuareg warriors put up stiff resistance against
European intruders. The Tuareg people ran the caravan routes across the
Sahara from North to West Africa and became powerful and wealthy
thanks to expanding trade. Since they were also nomadic, they had large
herds of camels, which they deployed in battle with peerless skill. Trade
also gave them access to weapons and they played European rivals
against one another. The Sahara, therefore, was a perennial source of
resistance to colonization. This image depicts Tuareg warriors wiping out
a French patrol in the early twentieth century at a time when publics in
Europe were starting to question the legitimacy of empire

Eventually, stabilized colonies began to deliver on their eco-
nomic promise. Whereas early impenialism in Africa had relied on
the export of ivory and wild rubber, after these resources became
depleted, the colonies pu rsued other exports. From the rain forests
came cocoa, coffee, palm oil, and palm kernels. From the highlands
of East Africa came tea, coffce, sisal (used in cord and twine), and
pyrethrum (a Nlower used to make insecticide). Another important
commodity was long-staple, high-quality cotton, grown in Egypt
and the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan. Indeed, tropical commodities
from all across Afnica (as from India and Latin America) flowed
Lo industrializing societies. (See Analyzing Global Developments
Imperialism and the Alrican Trade Revolution.)




ANALYZING GLOBAL DEVELOPMENTS

Imperialism and the African Trade Revolution

he colonial period initiated a trade revolution in

Africa, which, as we have seen, had been a sup-

plier of human labor to the Americas from the
fifteenth century until the middle of the nineteenth century
(see Chapter 13). Even as the Europeans endeavored to
eradicate the African institution of slavery and slave trading
within the continent, they also promoted the reintegration
of African economies into the world economy through the
export of important, often new cash crops like cocoa from
West Africa and significant like gold and di d
from South Africa and the import of European manufac-
tures. To this end, the colonial powers financed railways and
deepened harbors. Already by the outbreak of World War
I, West Africa had become the leading exporter of cocoa,
South Africa the leading exporter of diamonds and gold, and
Egypt. along with the United States, the leading exporter of
high-quality cotton.

QUESTIONS FOR ANALYSIS

« |s there a correlation between the increase in the number
of railroads built and the amount of natural resources
taken out of Africa? If so, how can you tell?

During what period were the largest increases in the
construction of the railroads and the largest exportation
of cocoa and gold?

Do you think the general trend toward increasing
production continued well into the twentieth century,
or do you think this was the high point? Explain your
answer.

Africa, Asa and Oces

(1975). 5. Herbert Frankel, Cap:

Sources: B. R Mitchell
Custom and Soco-fconamic Change in V

The boom in late nineteenth-century colonial trade had far-reaching
effects. It facilitated western corporations’ land acquisitions in the
global and colonized south, much of it in colonial Africa, It also
made it possible for the industnialized nations of western Europe
and North America to gain access to valuable resources beyond
their borders. The results were stunning, Textile factones in Europe
and North America bencfited hugely from the expansion of cotton
cultivation. For example, between 1800 and 1914 world production
of cotton rose by a factor of wwenty-fiv / the end of the century
cotton cultivation covered an area the size of the United Kingdom
Moreover, 1.5 percent of the worlds population was involved in
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7750-2005 (2007); Po
Investment

Length of Railway Line Opened (in kilometers)

Year Africa

1880 4579

1885 6,813

1890 9.202

1895 1962

1900 16,319

1905 25574

1910 37768

1915 47624

< Gold Coast igeria (in tons)

Year Gold Coast Nigeria

1900 536 202

1905 5.090 470

10 22,600 2932

1915 77300 9,105

1920 125,000 17155

Union of South Africa Gold (in ounces)

Year Total Output Estimated % of
World Output

1897 2744 24%

1907 6,451 324%

L 8799 39.3%

w6 9.297 423%

w2 8129 50.9%

The Gold Coast Cocoa Farmer: A Preliminary Survey (1965), Sara Berry, (0%

frica. Its Course and Effects (1938)

growing and shipping the crop and turning it into textiles. It
addition, the export of the many products from colonized areas
that took place on a vast scale disrupted traditional family lfe
The best example of the disruption of African family life com®
from South Africa, where the discovery of diamonds and gold in
the late nincteenth century not only created unheard-of fortunes
for ardent impenalists like Cecil Rhodes but also threatened farmily
life and traditional agriculture 4] over the region. The mining of
both metals required an immense number of laborers, many
whom were recruited forcibly. By the trn of the century, the gold
mines of Witwatersrand in South Africa required a worklorce of

of

100,000, drawing miners from as far away as Mozambique, the
Rhodesias, and Nyasaland as well as South Africa itsell Because
work belowground was hazardous and health services were inad-
equate, workers often tried to [lee. But armed guards and barbed
wire fences kept them in the mines. While European-run compa-
nies made huge profits, the absence of adult African males meant
that the task of maintaining small, mainly subsistence farms fell
wthose who remained behind—older men and women, wives of
mine workers, and children

To observers, the European empires In Alrica see
durable, but in fact, European colonial rule there was fragile
of Briush Africa, the only all-British force was 5,000 men garnsoned
inEgypt. Elsewhere, European officers depended on Afnican military
and police forces. And prior to 1914, the number of British admin-
istrative officers available for the whole of northern Nigenia was less
than 500. These were hardly strong foundations for statchood. It
would not take much to destabilize the European order in Alnica

med solid and
Forall

The American Empire
n into the mania of
he rhetonc of
¢ 1890s
heir

The United States, like Europe, was draw
Overseas expansion and empire building Echoing t
Manifes; Destiny from the 1840s, the expansionists of th
claimed that Americans still had a divine mission 0 spread !
SUperior civilization and their Christian faith around the globe
However, America’s new imperialists followed the European
Model of colonialism from Asia and Affica: colonies were 10
Provide harbors for American vessels, supply raW materials 10

Imperialism and the Origins of Anticolonial Nationalism | 717

Diamond Mine. The discovery
- of diamonds and gold in South
Africa in the late nineteenth
century led to the investment
of large amounts of overseas
copitol, the mobilization of
severely exploited African mine
workers, and the Boer War of
1899-1902, which resulted in the
incorporation of the Afrikaner
states (created by Boer settlers)
of the Transvaal and the Orange
Free State into the Union of
South Africa

American industries, and purchase the surplus production of
American farms and factories. These new territonal acquisitions
were not intended for American settlement or statehood. Nor
were their inhabitants to become American citizens, for foreigners
of color were considered unfit for incorporation into the Amer-
ican nation

The pressure to expand came to a head in the late 1890s,
when the United States declared war on Spain and invaded the
Philippines, Puerto Rico, and Cuba. From 1895, Cuban patriots
had been slowly pushing back Spanish troops and occupying
sugar plantations—some of which belonged to American planters
Fearing soctal revolution off the shores of Florida, the American
expansionists presented themselves as the saviors of Spanish colo-
nials yearning for freedom, while at the same time saleguarding
property for foreign interests dunng the Spanish-American War
(1898). Alter defeating Spanish regulars in Cuba, Amencan forces
began disarming Cuban rebels and returning lands to their owners.

Although the Amenicans claimed that they were intervening
to promote freedom in Spains colonies, they quickly forgot their
promises The United States annexed Puerto Rico after minimal pro-
test, but Cubans and Filipinos resisted becoming colonial subjects.
Bitterness ran particularly high among Filipinos, to whom American
Jeaders had promised independence if they jomned in the war against
Spain Betrayed, Filipino rebels launched a war for independence in
the name of a Filipino nation. In two years of fighting, over 5,000
Americans and perhaps 200,000 Filipinos perished. The outcome:
the Philippines became a colony of the United States
~olonies in the Philippines and Cuba laid the foundations for a

G
revised model of U.S. expansionism. The earlier pattern had been
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“That wicked man is going to gobble you up, my chil

Uncle Sam Leading Cuba. In the years before the Spanish-American
War, cartoonists who wished to see the United States intervene on behalf
of Cuba in the islanders’ struggle for independence from Spain typically
depicted Cuba as a White woman in distress. By controst, in this and other
cortoons following the Spanish-American War, Cubans were drawn as
Black and usually as infants or boys unable to care for themselves and in
need of the benevolent paternal rule of the United States.

to turn Native American lands into privately owned farmsteads and
to extend the Atlantic market across the continent. But now, in this
new era, the nation’s largest corporations (with government suppor)
aggressively intervened in the affairs of neighbors near and far
Following the Spanish-American War, the United States repeatedly
sent troops to many Canbbean and Central American countries. The
Amencans preferred to turn these regimes into dependent client
states, rather than making them part of the United States itself (as
with Alaska and Hawan) or converting them nto formal colonies
(as the Europeans had done in Alrica and Asia). The entire world
was an object for the powerful states to shape to their needs

Imperialism and Culture

Europeans and Americans set out to bring “civilization” 1o the
peoples of their colonies. At least since the Crusades, Europeans
had regularly written and thought about other peoples. These

images and ideas had grown more numerous and varied as com-
merce and coloni:

sm in Asia and the Atlantic world increased:
they served various purposes, including informing, entertaining,
and flattenng Europeans as well as criticizing their culture, As
Europeans began 1o exert more control over various parts of the
world, they found it easier to force open closed cultures and 10
carry away treasures. But as Europeans and Americans grew more
and more confident in their achievements, they became convinced
that their arts and sciences were superior—and curiosity often
turned 1o disdain. In time, Europeans presumed that the only
true modern cwilization was their own: other peoples might have
reigned over great empires in antiquity but had since fallen into
decadence and decline. In literature and painting, for example, a
new genre known as Orientalism portrayed nonwestern peoplesas
exotic, sensuous, and economically backward. Rather than depict-
ing Egyptian dock workers or middle-class Algenan women, these
paintings featured snake charmers and inhabitants of the harem,
thereby suggesting that the whole region was inhabited by peo-
ple of these types, in contrast to a uniformly progressive Europe,
inhabited by industrial workers and men of science

Europeans also employed scientific reasons to explain hierarchies
of world civilizations and especially races. Darwin himself wavered
on the nature of race. Sometimes he argued that all humans—as
Gods creatures—had the same abilities to evolve. Sometimes he
raufied a view of *lower” and “higher” races, the former stuck

The Civilizing Mission,

This advertisement for Pears soap shamelessly
tapped into the

f Idea of Europeans bringing civilization to the people &;m:m
Me w::..w 1 5.& that use of Pears soap would teach the virtues of cleantines
0 the “natives and implied that it woulq even lighten theirskin

in the past and the latter anointed by God or by nature itsell 1o
define and dictate civilization’s future. “Social Darwinists™ ook
these ideas 1o extremes. Europeans’ relationship to others might
now be one of condescending sympathy or of ruthless exploitation,
but the bottom line was that it was up to White Europeans and
Americans 1o create modern culture; darker people, the cultural
Darwinians argued, were not nearly as fully “evolved” as the
Europeans and could not hope to catch up (or to offer a viable
dliernative model for poetry or painting, for example). At rnu_.‘_?,.w
could be taught European languages, sciences, and religions and
Pethaps be made 10 evolve more quickly. Itis telling that T.:.n_,_,
colonial subjects who did well at French schools were known as
@olués, “the evolved ones.”

CELEBRATING IMPERIALISM Especially in middle- and
UPper-class circles, Europeans celebrated their impenial _3.—.”.,1“.;_,,
Alter the mvention of photographic film and the Eastman __./2 .—r
“mera in 1888, imperial images surfaced in popular ?3,7 wcnﬁ_
% postcards and advertisements, Impenial themes also decorate

Packaging materials: tins of coffee, tea, tobacco, and qro%_a_aw
leatureq pictures highlighting the commodities’ &._::5_< oJ,
Bs. Cigarettes often had names like “Admiral.” “Royal Navy.

. la.

Fighter TR his served as propaganda.
er, “ 2P ome of this s¢

and “Grand Fleet.” So or by colonial

commodities

Produced by investors in impe
Pressure groups,
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The Women of Algiers in Their
Apartment. An ol painting by
Eugeéne Delacroix (1798-1863) of
Algerian women being attended
by a Black servant. European
painters in the nineteenth century
often used images of women to
portray Arab Muslim society.

Propaganda promoted imperialism abroad but also inspired
changes at home. For example, champions of empire argued
that if the British population did not grow fast enough to fill
the world’s sparsely scttled regions, then the population of
other nations would. Population was power, and the number
of healthy children provided an accurate measure of global
influence. “Empire cannot be built on rickety and flat-chested
citizens,” warned a British member of Parliament in 1905
In addition, writers for young audiences often invoked colonial
settings and themes Whereas girls’ literature stressed domestic
service, child-rearing, and nurturing, boys’ readings depicted
exotic locales, devious Onentals and savage Alricans, and daring
colonial exploits

It should be noted, however, that empire and impenal culture
did not affect, or interest, all Europeans equally. In general, the
extension and upkeep of colonies directly involved only a small
minority of Europeans, and those who saw Onentalist paintings
saw many other types of paintings too, including those of scanti
clad Grecks and Romans. Nor were all students of Asian languages
complicitin impenialist exploitation; some were truly curious about
other peoples’ histories and cultures and laid the foundations for
studies of world history today. But even they were beneficiaries of
impenalism, which made the world's cultures newly accessible to
Europeans for the purposes of both exploiting others and leamning
more about them
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PRESSURES OF EXPANSION IN
JAPAN, RUSSIA, AND CHINA

The challenge of integrating political communities and extend-
ing territonal borders was a problem not just for western Europe
and the United States. Other societies also aimed to overcome
domestic dissent and establish larger domains. Japan, Russia,
and China provide three contrasting models; their differing

forms of expansion eventually led them to fight over posses-
sions in East Asia

Japan’s Transformation and Expansion

Starting in the 1860, Japanese rulers tried 1o recast their country
less as an old dynasty and more like a modern nation-state. Since
the early seventeenth century. the Tokugawa shogunate had kept
outsiders within strict mits and thwarted internal unrest. But after
an American naval officer, Commodore Matthew Perry, entered Edo
Bay in 1853 with a lleet of steam-powered ships, other Americans,
Russians, Dutch, and British followed in his wake. These outsiders
forced the Tokugawa rulers to sign humiliating treaties that opened
Japanese ports, slapped limits on Japanese tariffs, and exempted
foreigners from Japanese laws. Younger Japanese, especially among
the military (samurai) elites, felt that Japan should respond by

un._nﬂ:zm. not rejecling, western practices
In 1868, a group of reformers toppled the Tokugawa sh

a modern empire with a proper emperor, as in Britain, Russiy
and France. Emperor Mutsuhito—the Meiji (*Enlightened Rule”)
Emperor—became the symbol of a new Japan; he ruled over 5
professionalized military that sidelined the old samurai class while
the aristocratic daimyos gave way 1o a parliament. Even women
emerged from private seclusion; the empress led the way by donning
western outfits, Victorian-style shoes, and elaborate hats in public
Schools for women like the “Tokyo Womens School,” popped up
around the country. Furthermore, the cult of "a good wife and a
wise mother” authorized women to take a more important role in
promoting national welfare

Mutsuhito$ reign (1868-1912) was called the Mciji Restoration.
By founding schools, initiating a propaganda campaign, and
revamping the army to create a single “national” fighting force, the
Meiji government promoted a political community that stressed
linguistic and ethnic homogeneity as well as superiority compared
with others. In this way, the Meiji leaders overcame age-old regional
duvisions, subdued local political authorities, and mobilized the
country to face rivals for Pacific supremacy.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT One of the Meiji period's remark-
able achievements was the nation’s economic transformation. After
1871, when the government banned the feudal system and allowed
peasants to become small landowners, farmers improved their
agranan techniques and saw their standard o! wing nse. The ener-
gele new government unified the currency around the yen, cre-

ated a postal system, introduced tax reforms, laid telegraph lines,
formed compul

and promised to return Japan 1o its mythic greatness by creaung

pulsory foreign trade associations, launched campaigns
1o promote exports and personal savings, established an advanced

Perry Arrives in Japan.

A Jopanese woodblock print
portraying the uninvited arrival
in Edo (Tokyo) Bay on August’,
1853, of a tall American ship.
which was commanded by
Matthew Perry. This ortival
marked the end of Japan's abilY
to fully control the terms of its
interactions with foreigners
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The Imperial Diet. Japan's rush to modernize and nation build during the Meiji Restoration also led its new leaders to vo:oS‘
and adopt models and mores from Europeans. This included the idea of a parliament or house of commons, called the Imperial
Diet Observe how the Japonese parliamentarians in this image dress in English suits and black leather EnJ_E_“ shoes n:.“ .
sprout English-style moustaches and the occasional beard Even the backbenchers can be seen to cheer (or hoi a‘w in the nmm
o5 was customary for English lawmakers. And yet the scene is undoubtedly Japanese The colors and fabrics are Japanese,

are the teapots on the speaker’s desk

avil service system, began to build railroads, and hired thousands
of foreign consultants. In 1889, the Meiji government introduced
aconstitution (based largely on the German model). The following
¥ear, 450,000 people—about 1 percent of the population—elected
Japans first parliament, the Imperial Diet.

As the government sold valuable enterprises to the people it
knew best, it created private economic dynasties The new large
companies (such as Sumitomo, Yasuda, Mitsubishi, and Mitsut)
were family orgamzations. Fathers, sons, cousins, and uncles ran
different pants of large integrated corporations—some in n?:,m,n
ofbanks, some running the trade wing, some overseeing factories
Women played a crucial role, not just as custodians of the home
but also as culuvators of important family alliances, especially
mong patential marriage partners. In contrast 10 American
Imiteg. / firms, which issucd shares on stock :..:.r.na 0
anonymous buyers, Japan’s version of large-scale managerial cap-
Halism was 5 personal affair.

CONFLICT WITH NEIGHBORS As in many other a::..ﬁ_”m
Ration-states, expansion was a tempting prospect. 1t offered ” c
Promise of more markets for selling goods and obtaining stap! n“
d it was 5 way to burnish the image of national superiority an

greatness. Japanese ventures abroad were initially spectacularly
successful. The Meiji moved first to take over the kingdom of
the Ryukys, southwest of Japan. (See Map 17.4.) A small show
of force, only 160 Japanese soldiers, was enough 1o establish the
new Okinawa Prefecture there in 1879. The Japanese regarded the
people of the Rytkyas as an ethnic minonity and refused to incor-
porate them into the nation-state on equal terms. In contrast with
the British in India or the Amenicans in Puerto Rico, the Japanese
conquerors refused to train a native Ryukytan governing class
Meijt intellectuals insisted that the “backward” Okinawans were
unfit for local self-rule and representation

Even while incorporating surrounding territories into the state,
the Japanese also engaged in impenal expansion. In 1876, the
Japanese fixed upon Korea, which put their plans on a collision
course with China’s sphere of influence. In a formal treaty, the
Japanese recognized Korea as an independent state, opened
Korea to trade, and won extraterritorial rights. As a result, the
Chinese worried that soon the Japanese would try to take over
Korea These fears were well founded: Japanese designs on Korea
eventually sparked the Sino-Japanese War of 18941895, in
which the upstart Japan delivered a humiliating defeat to the
Chinese military.
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MAP 17.4 | Japanese Expansion,

Under the Meiji Restoration, the Japanese state built a stron;

advantage in East Asia

* According to the map, what were the first areas that the Ja;

* What two empires’ spheres of influence were affected by )

* According to your reading, what were the new Japanese st,
of expansionist European states in the same period?

& national identity and competed with foreign powers for imperial

E:nw\ Empire acquired 3s it started to expand?
apan’s aggressive attempts at expansion? :
ate’
s objectives? How were they similar to or different from those

The Sino-Japanese War accelerated Japan’s rapid transformaton
10a nation-state and a colonial power with no peer in Asia. Having
lost the war, China ceded the province of Taiwan to the Japanese.
Japanalso annexed Korea in 1910 and converted Taiwan and Korea
into the twin jewels of its young empire. Like the British in India,
the Japanese regarded their colonial subjects as racially inferior and
unworthy of the privileges of citizenship. And like other imperial
powers, the Japanese expected their possessions to serve the metro-
politan center. Densely populated and short of land, Japan wanted
these colonies 1o become granarics, sending nce to the mother country.
Morcover, the Mel regime exploited Taiwanese sugar exports 1o
relieve a Japanese economy heavily dependent on imports

Russian Transformation and Expansion

Russian expansion was motivated by both a civilizing mission
d a need 10 defend against other countries expanding along
S immense border. Facing an emerging Germany, a Briush pres-
€ncein the Middle East and Persia, a consolidating China, and an
cendant Japan, Russia knew it would have to enlarge its already
large temitorial domain. So it established a number of expansionist
fromis simultancously: southwest to the Black Sea, south into the
Gaucagys and Turkestan, and east into Manchuria. (See Map 17.5 )
Success depended on annexing territories and establishing pro-
‘ectorates over vulnerable conquered peoples
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Economic Transformation of
Japan. During the Meiji period,
the government tronsformed the
economy by building railroads,
laying telegraph lines, founding a
postal system, and encouraging
the formation of giant firms
known as zaibatsu, which were
family organizations consisting
of factories, import-export
businesses, and banks. Here we
see a raw-silk-reeling factory that
was run by one of the zaibatsu

Looking west and south, Russia invaded the Ottoman terntories
of Moldavia (present-day Moldova) and Walachia (present-day
R ) in 1853. The i provoked opposition [rom Britain
and France, which joined with the Ottomans to defeat Russia in the
Crimean War (1853-1856). By exposing Russia’s lack of modern
weapons and its problems in supplying troops without a railway
system, the defeat spurred a course of aggressive modernization

and expansion

MODERNIZATION AND INTERNAL REFORM In the
1860s, Tsar Alexander 11 launched a wave of “Great Reforms”
1o make Russia more modern and to preserve its status as a great
power. Autocratic rule continued, but officials reintegrated the
society. In 1861, for example, a decree emancipated peasants
from serfdom. Other changes included a sharp reduction in
the duration of military service, a program of education for the
conscripts, and the beginnings of a mass school system to teach
children reading, writing, and Russian culture. Starting in the
1890s, as railroads and factories expanded, so did the steel, coal,
and petroleum industnies. But while the reforms strengthened
the state, they did not enhance the lives of common people

Workers in Russia were brutally exploited, even by the standards
of the industrial revolution. Also, large landowners had kept
most of the empires fertile land, and the peasants had to pay
substantial redemption fees for the poorer-quality plots they
received
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B Russian Empure, 1795
Russian acquisitions, 17961855
| B Russian acquisitions, 1855-1914
Russian sphere of influence
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MAP 17.5

Russian Expansion, 1801-1914

The Russian state d to expand in the ni century.

* According to this map, what lands did Russia acquire duri

+ Compare this map of Russian expansion with Map 13.7.
century?

* Which states did the expanding Russian Empire more resemble in this era,

American states (such as the United States)?

The reforms revealed a fundamental problem: the rulers were
eager to reform society, but not the basis of government (autocracy).
This caused liberals, conservatives, and malcontents alike to ques-
tion the state-led modernizing mission. Before long, in the press,
courtrooms, and streets, men and women denounced the regime.
Revolutionaries engaged in terror and assassination. In 1881, a
terronist bomb blew the tsar to pieces. In the 1890s, foll 2

ing the period 1796-1855? What lands did it acquire next?
How did the direction of Russia"

S expansion change in the nineteenth

western European states (such as Great Britain) o

had to take over certain lands 1o keep them out of rivals' hands. S0
they conquered the highland people of the Caucasus Mountains
10 prevent Ottomans and Persians from encroaching on Russias
souther flank- And they battled the Bruish over arcas between
Turkestan and Bntish India, such as Persia (Iran) and Afghanistan-
Although some Russians emigrated to these lands, they never

another famine, the radical doctrines of Manxism (see Chapter 16)
gained populanity in Russia. Even anstocratic intellectuals, such
as the author of War and Peace, Count Leo Tolstoy, lamented their
despotic government.

TERRITORIAL EXPANSION Yet the cnitics of internal reform
did not hold back the Russian expansionists, who believed they

became a jority there. The new provinces were multiethnic.
multireligious communities that were only partially integrated
into the Russian nation,
Perhaps the most Impressive Russian expansion occurred 1N
Asia, where the underpopulated Amur River basin boasted
nich lands, mineral deposits, and access 1o the Pacific Ocean. The
Chinese also wanted 1o colonize this area, which lay just north

of Manchuna, After wenty years of struggle, Russia claimed the
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The Trans-Siberian Railroad. Russia’s decision to build a railway across Siberia to the Pacific Ocean derived from a desire :3
expand the empire’s power in Eost Asia and to forestll British odvances in Asia. The colossol undertaking, which claimed the

Ives of thousonds of workers, reached completion just as Russia clashed mi

rily with Japan. The new railroad ferried Russion

Iro0ps over long distances to battles, such as the one at Mukden, in Manchuria, which was then the largest land battle in the

history of warfare.

and north and south of the Amur River and in 1860 founded
Viadivostok, a port on the Pacific Ocean whose name m.w:,m,on_
“Rule the East " Deciding to focus on these areas in Asia, the Russian
govemment sold its one territory in North America (Alaska) to the
United States Then, to link the capital (Moscow) and the western
Fanof the country to its East Asian spoils, the government began
“onstruction of the Trans-Siberian Railroad. When it was com-
Pleted in 1904, the new railroad bridged the cast and the west
Russia then began 1o eye the Korean Peninsula, on which Japan,
190, had set its sights

GOVERNING A DIVERSE NATION Russia was a huge empire
“hose rulers were only pantially effective at integrating its divees
glons into political community. In 1897, during the first na_.__w
Plete Population census, ethnographers struggled over what 1065
Wlthe empires peoples: nations or tribes, In the end, authorities
hose the term narignalitcs, recognizing 104 of them. mvﬁ_c.“m
_.or:w_sma and dialects. Ethnic Russians accounted for shightly
™O€ than half the population.

Counting and categonizing peoples formed part of the state’s
attempts 1o figure out how to govern this diverse realm. As the
United States did, Russia made conquered regions into full
parts of the empire. But unlike the United States, Russia was
suspicious of decentralized federalism, fearing it would lead
groups to demand secession. Moreover, the tsars were terrified
by the idea of popular sovereignty. Preferring the tried-and-
true method of centralized autocracy, they divided most of
the empire into governorships ruled by appointed civilian or
military governors who were supposed to function like local
tsars or aulocrats.

Unlike the United States, which displaced or slaughtered native
_vcv_-_»:o:u m:::w:m £Xpansion across an entire continent, Russia
tolerated and taxed the new peoples. In this daunting sk, the
state’s approach ranged from outright repression (of Poles and
Jews) to favoritism (toward Baltic Germans and Finns), although
the beneficiaries of favoritism often later lost favor if they became
100 strong. Further, unlike the United States, which managed
1o pacify borders with its weaker neighbors, Russia faced the
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constant suspicions of Persians and Owomans and the menace
of Briush troops in Afghanistan. And in East Asia, a clash with
expansionist Japan loomed on the honzon

China under Pressure

While the R and Jay bled to copy Europ
models of industrialism and impenalism, the Qing were slower 1o
mobilize against threats from the west. Even as the European pow-
ers were dividing up China into spheres of influence, Qing officials
were much more worned about internal revolts and threats from
their northern borders. Into the 1850s and 1860s, many Qing
officials sull regarded the increasing European incursions and
demands as a lesser danger by comparison

ADOPTING WESTERN LEARNING AND SKILLS A growing
number of Chinese officials, however, recognized the superior
armaments and technology of rival powers and were deeply trou-
bled by the threat posed by European military might. Starting
in the 1860s, reformist bureaucrats sought to adopt elements of
western learning and technological skills—but with the intention
of keeping the core Chinese culture ntact.

This so-called Sell-S hening luded a vani-
ety of new ventures. arsenals, shipyards, coal mines, a steamship
company to contest the foreign domination of coastal shipping, and
schools for learning foreign ways and languages Most

range of information. For example, by the early 18905 there were
about a dozen Chinese-language newspapers (as distinct from the
foreign-language press) published in major cities, with the largeg
ones having a circulation of 10,000 to 15.000. To avoid govern.
ment intervention, these papers sidestepped pohitical ¢ i
instead, they featured commercial news and literary contributions
In 1882, the newspaper Shenbao made use of a new telegraph line
10 publish dispatches within China.

INTERNAL REFORM EFFORTS Chinas defeat by Japan
in the Sino-Japanese War (1894-1895), sparked by quarrels
over Korea, prompted the first serious attempt at reform by
the Qing. Known as the Hundred Days' Reform, the episode
lasted only from June to September 1898. The force behind it
was a thirty-seven-year-old scholar named Kang Youwe: and his
twenty-two-year-old student Liang Qichao. Citing rulers such
as Peter the Great of Russia and Emperor Meiji of Japan as their
Inspirauon, the reformers urged Chinese leaders to develop a
ralway network, a state banking system, a modern postal
service, and insututions to foster the development of agriculture,
industry, and commerce

The reformers’ opportunity 1o accelerate change came in
the summer of 1898 when the twenty-seven-year-old Guangxu
emperor decided o implement many of their ideas, including
changes in the venerable civil service examination system But
the effort was short-lived, for conservauve officials rallied behind

was the dispatch abroad of about 120 schoolboys under the &Ew”
of Yung Wing. The first Chinese graduate of an Amencan college
(Yale Umiversity, 1854). Yung believed that western educauon
would greatly benefit Chinese students, so he took his charges 10
Connecticut in the 1870s 1o attend school and live with Amencan
families. Conservatives at the Qing court were soon dismayed by
reponts of the students’ interest in Christanity and aptitude for base-
ball. In 1881, after the U'S government refused 1o admit the boys
mto mulitary academies, the court summoned the students home
Yung Wings abortive educational mission was not the only
setback for the Self-S h g , for skey
about western technology was nfe among conservative officials
Some nsisted that the introduction of machinery would lead
to uncmployment, others worried that railways would facilitate
western military mancuvers and lead to an invasion. sull others
complained that the cnisscrossing tracks disturbed the harmony
between humans and nature. The first shont railway track ever laid
in China was tom up in 1877 shorly after being built, and the
country had only 288 kilometers of track prior 1o 1895
Although they did not acknowledge the railroad's usefulness,
the Chinese did adopt other new technologies to access a wider

Guangxus aunt, the Empress Dowager Cixi, who emerged from
retirement to overtum the reforms. The young emperor was put
under house arrest. Kang and Liang fled for their lives and went
into exile. It would take still more military defeats to finally jolt
the Qing court into action, but by then it was too late to save
the regime

The reforms of the Self-Strengthening movement were nef-
fectual, oo modest, and poorly implemented Very few Chines¢
acquired new skills. Despite talk of modernizing, the civil service
examination remained based on Confucian classics and st
opened the only doors 1o government service. Governing elites
were not yet ready to reinvent the prnciples of their _uc__:nn_
community, and they adhered instead to the traditional dynastic
structure

By the late nineteenth century, the success of the Qing regime
n expanding s termitories a century earlier seemed like a distant
memary, as vanous powers repeatedly forced it to make economic
and termtonial concessions, Unlike Japan or Russia, however, the
Qing government resisted any comprehensive social reforms
(unul after the tum of the twenueth century), and its policies left

the country vulnerab| |
e 10 both extes sion and nternd
instability. 2l ageres

CONCLUSION

Between 1850 and 1914, empire and imperialism carried
Furopean, American, and, 1o a lesser extent, Japanese power
and culture throughout the world. In terms of the size of pop-
ulations that the peoples of European descent ruled, this era
was the high point of European and Euro-American predom-
inance. Although most of the world's people lived either in
landed empires or under the authority of colonial rulers, the
dominant political institution of Europeans, Euro-Americans,
and the Japanese was the nation-state. This powerful political
organization owed 1ts full emergence in the nineteenth century
tothe inspiration of European and Amencan reformers seeking
a new political framework that expressed popular se
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processes of nation building and terntorial expansion were most
effective. The Amazon River basin, Okinawa, and especially the
North American West became important provinces of integrated
nation-states, populated with settlers who produced for nauonal
and international markets

However, the Ises of

g imp ging nations did not
wipe out local differences, mute class antagonisms, or eliminate
gender inequal Even as Eurog and Americans came to
sce themselves as chosen—by God or by natural selection—to
rule the rest, they suffered deep divisions. Not everyone identified
with the nation-state or the empire or agreed on what it meant to
belong or 1o conquer. But by the century’s end, racist advocates
and colonial lobbyists seem to have convinced many that their

alongside the economic, cultural, and political of the

and d were bound up wath their nations’ unuy,

ruling classes

Although the ideal of “a people” united by territory, history, and
culture grew inc gly popular de, 1t was not easy to
make it a reality. Official histonies, nauonal heroes, novels, poetry,
and music helped, but central to the process of nation formation
were the actions of bureaucrats. Asserting sovereignty over what
it claimed as national terntory. the state “nationalized” diverse
populations by creating a unified system of law, education, military
service, and government

Colonization beyond borders was another part of nation
building in many societies. In these efforts, territorial conquests
took place under the banner of nationalist endeavors. In Europe,
the Americas, Japan, and to some extent Russia, the intertwined

prospenty, and global clout. 5

Ironically, impenal expansion, based on the might of nation-
states, had an ded ¢ Juence, for sell-deter
could also apply to racial or ethnic minonties at home and in
the colonies. Armed with the rhetoric of progress and uplift.
colonial authonties tried 10 subjugate distant people, but colonial
subjects themselves often asserted the language of “nation” and
accused impenal overlords of betraying their own lolty prin-
ciples As the twentieth century opened, Filipino and Cuban
rebels used Thomas Jelferson’s Declaration of Independence to
oppose American ders, K defined th lves as a
nation crushed under Japanese heels, and Indian nationalists

made colonial governors feel shame for violating English stan-
dards of “fair play "
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GLOBAL THEMES AND SOURCES

Contextualizing the Scramble for Empire

n the sccond half of the nineteenth century, a handful of

nation-states, most but not all of them in Europe, renewed

their competition for colomal ternitory. Class conflict at home
and resistance to their efforts abroad bred a new, conflictual
vision that stressed competition and struggle in nature as well
as human affairs. Doubts arose about the progressive nature of
the changes ushered in by the era of the French and industrial
revolutions, in particular the idea that granuing more people the
vote and spreading free markets would lead to peace and pros-
perity for everyone. Colonizers increasingly believed that they
must control ever-greater expanses of territory or risk defeat by
rival powers.

The documents presented here show imperialist powers’
cfforts to explain their actions, 1o defend their right to rule
others, and to mark boundaries ol inclusion and exclusion
The sources start in the Americas, where John L. O'Sullivan
asserts divine support for “Anglo-Saxon™ expansion west-
wards. Next, Count Shigenobu Okuma celebrates Japanese
dynamism over the course of the prior generation. Then, in
Russia, writing in the context of the empire’s expansion east-
ward, Prince Esper Ukhtomskii considers his country’s role as
a colonial power in Asia by comparing the Romanov regime
10 its rivals. In the final document, the General Act of the
Conlference of Berlin concerning the Congo, the great powers
of Europe set ground rules for their competition for territory
n Alrica

All written at roughly the same ime, these documents demand
attention 1o historical context. Each, in different ways, asserts its
country’s right to dominate others. Pay special attention to the
Justifications each mobilizes and the authors’ efforts to distin-
guish colonizer from colonized, those with the right 1o rule from
everyone else.

Analyzing the Context of the Scramble for Empire

How do the authors justify their country’s right to rule
others? What kind of reasons do they present (ethnic, moral,
technological)?

Compare the efforts to divide insiders from outsiders in these
documents.

Evaluate the balance between confidence and insecurity in
each source.
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PRIMARY SOURCE 17.1

“Manifest Destiny” (1845), John L.
O’Sullivan

John L. O'Sullivan (1813-1895) was an American newspaper
columnist and editor who urged the annexation of Texas to the
United States in this 1845 article. He justified it on the basis of
what he called “manifest destiny."

* Why does O'Sullivan dismiss slavery as a cause for U.S.
expansion?

* Explain the relationship between the United States and Mexico
in this document.

* What role does technology play in O'Sullivan's justification for
U.S. expansion?

No—Mr. Clay was right when he declared that Annexation was
a question with which slavery had nothing to do. The country
which was the subject of Annexation in this case, from its geo-
graphical position and relations, happens to be—or rather the
portion of it now actually settled, happens to be—a slave country.
But a similar process might have taken place in proximity o 3
different section of our Union: and indeed there is a great deal
of Annexation yet to take place, within the life of the present
generation, along the whole line of our northern border Texas
has been absorbed into the Union in the inevitable fulfilment
of the general law which s rolling our population westward;
the connexion of which with that ratio of growth in population
which is destined within a hundred years to swell our numbers
1o the enormous population of two hundred and fifty millions (if not
more), is 100 evident to leave us in doubt of the manifest desigh
of Providence in regard 1o the occupation of this continent. [t w3s
disintegrated from Mexico in the natural course of events, by 2
process perfectly legitimate on its own part, blameless on ours:
and in which all the censures due 1o wrong, perfidy and folly.
rest on Mexico alone. And possessed as it was by a populaton
which was in truth but a colonial detachment from our own, and
which was still bound by myriad tics of the very heart-strings
its old relations, domestic and political, their incorporation int®
the Union was not only incvitable, but the most natural, right and
proper thing in the world—and it is only astonishing that ther®
should be any among ourselyes 1o say it nay. . .

California will, probably, next fall away from the loose adhe-
sion which, in such a country as Mexico, holds a remote prov-
ince in a shight equivocal kind of dependence on the metropolis.
Imbecile and distracted, Mexico never can exert any real gov-
ernmental authority over such a country. The impotence of the
one and the distance of the other, must make the relation one
of virtual independence; unless, by stunting the province of all
natural growth, and forbidding that immigration which can alone
develope its capabilities and fulfil the purposes of its creation,
tyranny may retain a military dominion which is no govern-
ment in the legitimate sense of the term. In the case of Califor-
nia this is now impossible. The Anglo-Saxon foot is already on
its borders. Already the advance guard of the irresistible army
of Anglo-Saxon emigration has begun to pour down upon it,
armed with the plough and the rifle, and marking its trail with
schools and colleges, courts and representative halls, mills and
meeting-houses. A population will soon be in actual occupation
of California, over which it will be idle for Mexico to dream of
dominion. They will necessarily become independent. All this
without agency of our government, without responsibility of our
people—in the natural flow of events, the spontaneous working
of principles, and the adaptation of the tendencies and wants of
the human race to the elemental circumstances in the midst of
which they find themselves placed. And they will have a right
w0 independence—to self-government—to the possession of the
homes conquered from the wilderness by their own labors and
dangers, sulferings and sacrifices—a better and a truer night than
the artificial title of sovereignty in Mexico a thousand miles dis-
tant, inheriting from Spain a title good only against those who
have none better. Their right to independence will be the natu-
fal right of self-government belonging to any community strong
€nough to maintain it—distinet in position, origin and character,
and free from any mutual obligations of membership of a com-
mon political body, binding it to others by the duty of loyalty and
compact of public faith. This will be their title to independence;
and by this title, there can be no doubt that the population now
fast streaming down upon California will both assert and main-
tain that independence

Whether they will then attach themselves to our Unton or not.
s not 10 be predicted with any certainty. Unless the projected
fall-road across the continent to the Pacific be carried into effect,
Perhaps they may not; though even in that case, the day is notdis-
tant when the Empires of the Atlantic and Pacific would again flow
1ogether into one, as soon as their inland border should approach
¢ach other But that great work, colossal as appears the planonits
first suggestion, cannot remain long unbuilt. lts necessity for this
Very purpose of binding and holding together in its iron n_».% o__“
lag settling Pacific region with that of the Mississippi valley—t o
Matural facility of the route—the ease with which any p:_c,:.“ d
labor for the construction can be drawn in from the overcrowde
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populations of Europe, to be paid in the lands made valuable by
the progress of the work itself—and its immense utility to the
commerce of the world with the whole eastern coast of Asia, alone
almost sufficient for the support of such a road—these consider-
ations give assurance that the day cannot be distant which shall
witness the conveyance of the representatives from Oregon and
California to Washington within less time than a few years ago
was devoled 10 a similar journey by those from Ohio; while the
magnetic telegraph will enable the editors of the *San Francisco
Union,” the “Astoria Evening Post,” or the “Nootka Morning
News” to set up in type the first half of the President’s Inaugural,
before the echoes of the latter half shall have died away beneath
the lofty porch of the Capitol, as spoken from his lips.

Away, then, with all idle French talk of balances of power on
the American Continent. There is no growth in Spanish America!
Whatever progress of population there may be in the Briush
Canadas, 1s only for their own early severance of their present
colonial relation to the little island three thousand miles across
the Atlantic; soon to be followed by Annexation, and destined
to swell the still accumulating momentum of our progress. And
whosoever may hold the balance, though they should cast into
the opposite scale all the bayonets and cannon, not only of France
and England, but of Europe entire, how would it kick the beam
against the simple solid weight of the two hundred and fifty,
or three hundred millio d American millions—d, d
to gather beneath the Mlutter of the stripes and stars, in the fast
hastening year of the Lord 1945!

Source: John L O'Sulltvan, *Manifest Destiny.” in The Amerian West: A Source Book, edited by
Clark € Spence (New York: Crowell, 1966). pp. 108-11

PRIMARY SOURCE 17.2

Fifty Years of New Japan (1909), Count
Shigenobu Okuma

Count Shigenobu Okuma (1838-1922) held high-ranking posi-
tions in the Meiji government and served as pnme minister of
Japan during World War 1 (1914-1916). The founder of Waseda
University, he was an early advocate of western science and culture
in Japan. In this document, he celebrates Japans ability to draw
on foreign influences.

.. Identify the sources of Japan's strength, according to Okuma.
« Compare the justification for expansion in this document to the
justifications in the documents by O'Sullivan and Ukhtomskii.

« Evaluate the balance in this document between internal sources
of Jap gth and b d forelgn infl

By comparing the Japan of fifty years ago with the Japan of today,
it will be seen that she has gained considerably in the extent of her
territory, as well as in her population, which now numbers nearly
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fifty million. Her government has become constitutional not only
in name, but in fact, and her national education has attained toa
high degree of excellence. In commerce and industry, the emblems
of peace, she has also made rapid strides, until her import and
export trades together amounted in 1907 to the enormous sum
0 926,000,000 yen. Her general progress, during the short space
of half a century, has been so sudden and swilt that it presents
a rare spectacle in the history of the world. Ths leap forward is
the result of the stimulus which the country received on coming
into contact with the civilization of Europe and America, and
may well, in its broad sense, be regarded as a boon conferred by
foreign intercourse. Foreign intercourse it was that animated the
national consciousness of our people, who under the feudal system
lived localized and disunited, and loreign intercourse it is that has
enabled Japan to stand up as a world power. We possess today a
powerful army and navy, but it was alter Western models that we
laid their foundations by establishing a system of conscription in
pursuance of the principle “all our sons are soldiers,” by promot-
ing military education, and by encouraging the manufacture of
arms and the art of shipbuilding. We have reorganized the sys-
tems of central and local administration, and effected reforms in
the educational system of the empire. All this is nothing but the
result of adopting the superior [eatures of Western institutions.
That Japan has been enabled 10 do so is a boon conlerred on her
by forcign intercourse, and it may be said that the nation has
succeeded in this grand phosis through the promptings
and the influence of [oreign civilization. For twenty centuries the
nation has drunk [reely of the civilizations of Korea, China, and
India, being always open to the different influences impressed on
her 1n succession. Yet we remain politically unaltered under one
Imperial House and sovereign, that has descended in an unbro-
ken line for a length of time absolutely unexampled in the world.
We have welcomed Occidental civilization while preserving their
old Oricntal cwvilization. They have attached great importance to
Bushido, and at the same time held in the highest respect the spirit
of charity and humanity They have ever made a point of choosing
the middle course in everything, and have aimed at being always
well-balanced. We are conservauve simultaneously with being
progressive; we are anstocratic and at the same time democratic;
we are individualistic while also being sociahstic. In these respects
we may be said to somewhat resemble the Anglo-Saxon race.

Source: Count Shigenobu Okuma, Fifty Years of New Japan (Katkokx Gojuncn Sh) 2nd ed . edsed
by Marcus B Huish, vol. 2 (London Seith. Elder, 1910), pp. 534-53, 571-72

PRIMARY SOURCE 17.3

Russia’s Imperial Destiny (1896), Prince

Esper Ukhtomskii

Prince Esper Ukhtomskit (1861-1921), a poet, publisher, and
ardent advocate of eastern expansion, was a close confidant of
Tsar Nicholas 11 of Russia. He accompanied Nicholas on an Asian

tour in 18901891, before the latter assumed the throne. Nicholas
approved cach chapter of Ukhtomskii’ three-volume account of
the journey before publication, which was part of his preparation
1o assume the throne.

* How does Ukh kii justify Russian infly inAsia?

What role does technology play in Russian expansion, according
to Ukhtomskii?

Which rival powers does Ukhtomskii discuss? What role do
those rivalries play in Russian expansion?

Our stay at Saigon, the base of French operations in the advance
against important borderlands of China, will in its turn be
marked by enthusiasm in the greeting of a friendly nation. For
us Russians, who scarcely ever visit the distant lands of Asia to
study the powers and the means of European colonists, a visit to
the central point of the *Indo-Chinese™ empire governed from
Paris, will be doubly instructive, doubly useful after seeing the
Briush domains and patriarchally protected Java. This will be the
more appropriate in that every figure, every vivid detail, every
living fact, must and will lead us to reflect, in what a marked
degree we Russians, as regards our prestige in Asia, voluntarily
resign to every comer from Europe our historical part and our
inherited mission as leaders of the East.

Insuchan abnormal state of affairs all the gain, as regards mate-
nial prosperity, falls to the share of the representatives of Western
principles—representatives [oreign in spirit, and in reality hateful
to those peoples of an ancient type on whom they have forced
themselves by means of their cannon. Burmah, Cambodia, and
Annam are no more; Siam is on the eve of dangerous external
cauastrophes; Japan is on the threshold of terrible internal dissen®
sions, China alone, standing guard over its own, and ::nczmn_o_._w_v.
over Russian, interests, holds its ground with the wisdom of the
serpent, gathersits orces against the foe (rom beyond the seas, and

anxiously glances towards the silent North, where is situated the
only State from which the Celestial Empire, educated in autocratic
principles, can expect moral support, disinterested assistance, and
a practical alliance based on community of interests.

This northern land of mist, forest, and ice, the eXem®
east of Siberia, opened up by Khabarolf, and other bold pi®
neers like him, the Jand re-united to Russia by the genius of
Mooraviofl-Amoorsky—is still a realm of primitive quiet, of de¢P”
est stillness and stagnation. |y is only with the end of the century:
with the opening up of ney ways of communication with V"
castern coast, that a new era with all it unforeseen consequence
may begin. Meanwhile the land bears the stamp of something
unformed and sad, like the [ife of its original seulers. All the more
attention and unprejudiced judgment, then, is required of 3
one who would draw a parale] between the lands of the Pacifi
south now opening out before us, with he emerald island of J¥%
the inexhaustible nayyrg| riches of the Indo-Chinese soil: 1
sell-confident vitality of the Celesyjal Empire, and the marshes

and retired nooks, the boundless desert borders, of the country
whose mission, in spite of all this, is to be a source of light for the
neighbouring expanse, with its countless population.

The uny kingdom of Holland holds sway in Asia over more than
thirty million human beings (and that, too, at the equator, in an
carthly paradise), while in the third part of the same continent the
most important Power in it cannot reckon up one-half the number.

European colonisers, though not without envy and enmity,
have shared among them the best coast-districts of these lands.

Towns of such universal commercial importance as Hong-Kong

and Si are the most eloq i 1o the indefatiga-
..v>m_»=ﬂo€o=

ble enterprise of Europeans amidst the p
But while drawing the juices out of this gigantic continent, and,
wherever possible, holding hundreds of millions in a state of
economic slavery, do the pioneers of civilisation hope for final
success? Holding on to the brink and ledges of a precipice, are
they not in a state of constant alarm, lest the stones should give
wayand hurl them into the abyss? When the whole East awakes,
as it will sooner or later: when it realises its mighty power and
determines to speak its mind, then threats, violence, and super-
ficial victories will not remedy the internal discord. This is why
iLis Russia’s part to grow in power unobserved amidst the wastes
and deserts of the North in expectation of the conflict between
o worlds, in which the decision will depend on neither of them.

The idea of invading a complex foreign life, of using Asia
352 tool for the advancement of the selfish interests of mod-
em, so-called civilised, mankind, was repugnant (o us. For
more than two hundred years we have remained at home; for
our natural union with Turkestan and the region of the >.BE
“@nnot be regarded as political annexations. We have R_.:u_:wh_
athome with our traditional carclessness and indolence, while
the Pacific has become the arena of Western European advance
3gainst a native world with an ancient political constitution and
n undoubted civilisation of its own.

The results are patent. The strangers h 4
Ppressed the East. Coming here to live and make money, they
donot fing 4 home. (But any Asiatic borderland soon becomes @
home for 4 Russian.) The natives are not brothers in humanity 10
thetn; for them the fand is one of voluntary exile, and the people
e considered as miserable and inferior beings. The latter gradu-
Al realise the meaning of these outrageous views. and repay ::.M
MaSiers” with inense hatred. But where and how are they to fin
PPotection and a bulwark against the foreign foc? Sl

But the mythologising spirit is sull alive amongst :_::m i
e ctively Europe presses on Asia, the brighter become
™me of the White Tsar in popular report and tradition

ave dethroned and

wer
en-domed Moscow:
all town in an
ssing of the
ratic

“__.“a___rm_ remote period when our great gold
oo but a liule carlier was no more than a s
"Sighifican subordinate principality, received the ble
Sand was irradiated by the creative glow of the autoc
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idea, the East, advancing on us with fire and sword, has mas-
terfully drawn toward it the eyes of the Russians: has wakened
in them sleeping powers and heroic daring: and now calls them
onward to deeds of glory, to advancement beyond the bounds of
adull reality, 1o a bright, glorious, and ineffable [uture! There nei-
ther is nor ever has been a nation whose past is so closely bound
up with its future, as may be seen in the growth of the Russian
Empire. The man of the West (the German, the Frenchman, the
Englishman, the Italian) must cross the seas to find relief from
the pressure which overwhelms him at home, Far [rom his natve
land, he must build his temporal prosperity on a foundation of
sand, and the more firmly he takes root there under conditions
of the most favourable nature, the more evident does it become
that his old home, and he the voluntary exile, belong to two
perfectly alicn worlds. Beyond the seas, away from the life of his
native land, he may gain money and position, but cannot (except
artificially and but for a short time) retain completely untouched
the spirit of his people, their ideals and traditions.

Source Prince E. Ukhtomskii, Travels in the East of Nicholas I Emperor of Russka, When Cesarewitch,
1890-1891. vol. 2 (London. Archibald Consiable and Company, 1890). pp 142-43, 44440,

PRIMARY SOURCE 17.4

General Act of the Conference of Berlin

concerning the Congo (1885)
The Berlin Conlerence of 1884-1885 (also known as the Congo
Conference) regulated European trade and colonization in

sub-Saharan Africa in the late h century The following

selection 1s an excerpt from the General Act of the Conference

+ The document opens by expressing a desire for mutual
understanding and a desire for economic growth. What
1l t and ic prosperity does the

document suggest?
« Identify the priorities expressed in this document.
. What limits, if any, does this document impose on the

colonizers?

In the name of Almighty God:

. Wishing to regulate in a spirit of good mutual understanding

the conditions most favorable to the development of commerce

and of civilization in certain regions of Africa, and to assure to all

peoples the advantages of free navigation upon the two principal

African rivers which empty into the Atlantic ocean; desirous on

the other hand to prevent misunderstandings and contentions to
which the taking of new passessions on the coast of Africa may
in the future give rise, and at the same time preoccupied with
¢ means of increasing the moral and material well being of the
ous populations, have resolved, upon the invitation which
ressed to them by the Imperial Government of Ger-
the Government of the French Republic, o

th
indigen
has been add

any in accord with
H&MZF_ for this object a Conlerence at Berlin. . ..
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Chapter .

Declaration relative to the liberty of commerce in the basin of the
Congo, its embouchures and neighboring country, and disposi-
tions connected therewith

Article 1.

The commerce of all nations shall enjoy complete liberty. . ..

Article 2.

All flags, without distinction of nationality, shall have free access
10 all the littoral of the territories above enumerated, to the rivers
which there empty into the sea, to all the waters of the Congo and
its aflluents including the lakes, to all the ports situated upon the
borders of these waters, as well as 10 all the canals which may in the
future be excavated with the object of connecting together the water
courses or lakes comprised in the whole extent of the territories
described in Article 1. They may undertake every kind of transport
and exercise the coastwise navigation by sea and river as also small

All Powers exercising rights of sovereignty or an influence
in the Said territories engage themselves to watch over the cop.
servation of the indigenous populations and the amelioration of
their moral and material conditions of existence and to strive for
the suppression of slavery and especially of the negro slave trade;
they shall protect and favor without distinction of nationality or
of worship, all the institutions and enterprises religious, scientific
or charitable, created and organized for these objects or tending
to instruct the natives and to make them understand and appre-
ciate the advantages of civilization.

The christian missionaries, the savants, the explorers, their
escorts, properties and collections shall be equally the object of
special protection.

Liberty of conscience and religious toleration are expressly
guaranteed to the natives as well as to allegiants and to strangers.

The free and public exercise of all forms of worship, the right
1o erect religious edifices and to organize missions belonging to
all forms of worship shall not be subjected to any restriction or

N

1

boat transportation upon the same footing as the all

5

Article 3.

Merchandise of every origin imported into these territories,
under whatever flag it may be, by route of sea or river or land,
shall have to discharge no other taxes than those which may be
collected as an equitable compensation for expenses useful 1o
commerce and which, under this head, must be equally borne
by the allegiants and by strangers of every nationality.

All differential treatment is prohibited in respect to ships as
well as merchandise.

Article 4.

Merchandise imported into these territories shall remain free
from entrance and transit dues.
The Powers reserve to themselves to decide, at the end of a

period of twenty years, whether freedom of entry shall or shall
not be maintained.

Article 5.

Every Power which exercises or shall exercise rights of sover-
eignty in the territories under consideration shall not concede
there either monopoly or privilege of any kind in commercial
matters.

Strangers shall enjoy there without distinction, for the protec-
tion of their persons and their goods, the acquisition and trans-
mission of their movable and immovable property and for the
exercise of the professions, the same treatment and the same
rights as the allegiants.

Article 6.

Depositions relative to the protection of the natives, of missionaries and
of travelers, and also to religious liberty.

e,

Chapter 1.

Declaration concerning the slave trade.

Article 9.

Conformably to the principles of the law of nations, as they are
recognized by the signatory Powers, the slave trade being inter-
dicted, and as the operations which, by land or sea, furnish slaves
to the trade ought to be equally considered as interdicted, the
Powers who exercise or shall exercise rights of sovereignty of
an influence in the territories forming the conventional basin
of the Congo declare that these territories shall not serve either
for a market or way of transit for the trade in slaves of any race
whatever. Each of these Powers engages tsell to employ all the

meansin its power to put an end to this commerce and 1o v::;r
those who are occupied in it.

Chapter Il

Declaration relative 1o the neutrality of the territories noauaxm
in the conventional basin of the Congo.

Article 10,

In order o give a new guarantee of security to commerce and ©
industry and 0 favor, by the maintenance of peace, the devel

opment of civilization in the countries mentioned 1n Article 1
and placed under the regime of commercial liberty, the igh

signatory parties of the present Act and those who shall Sub%°
quently adhere 1o it engage themselves to respect the neutrdk
ity of the territories or parts of rerritories depending on s
countries, including therein the territorial waters, so 1on8 it
the Powers who exercise or shall exercise rights of soverelg™)

or protectorate over these territories, making use of the option
to proclaim themselves neutrals, shall fulfill the duties which
belong to neutrality.

Article 17.

There 1s instituted an International Commission charged 10
assure the execution of the dispositions of the present naviga-
tion Act.

The signatory Powers of this Act, as well as those who shall
adhere 1o it hereafter, can, at all times, have themselves repre-
sented in the said Commission, each by one delegate. No delegate
can dispose of more than one vote even in the case where he may
R—U—.nm«-—ﬂ several governments.

e

Article 19.

... In case of an abuse of power or of an injustice on the part
of an agent or employé of the International Commission, the
individual who shall regard himself as injured in his person
or in his rights may address himsell to the consular agent of
his nation. The latter shall examine the complaint; if he finds it
prima facie reasonable, he shall have the right to present it to the
Commission. Upon his initiative, the Commission represented
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by at least three of its members, shall join itself to him to make

an investigation touching the conduct of its agent or employé. If
the consular agent considers the decision of the Commission as
giving rise to objections of right, he shall make a report of it to his
government which may have recourse to the Powers represented
in the Commission and invite them to come to agreement upon
the instructions to be given to the Commussion.

v

Chapter VI.

Declaration relative to the conditions essential to be fulfilled in
order that new occupations upon the coasts of the African con-
tinent may be considered as effective.

Article 34.

The Power which henceforth shall take possession of a territory
upon the coast of the Alrican continent situated outside of its
present possessions, or which, not having had such possessions
hitherto, shall come to acquire them, and likewise, the Power
which shall assume a protectorate there, shall accompany the
respective act with a noufication addressed to the other signatory
Powers of the present Act, in order to put them in a condition
1o make available, if there be occasion for it, their reclamations.

Source: “The Treaty of Berlis

American Journal of International Law 3 o 1, supplement. Offictal
Documents (January 1909)

24
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Occidentalism: Representing Western Influence

ver since the publication of Edward Said's landmark work
Orientalism (1978), scholars have carefully examined
European and American efforts to represent nonwestern
peoples in disciplines ranging [rom art, languages, and litera-
ture 1o law, biology, and philosophy. The field of postcolonial
studies that emerged in Said's wake has emphasized the degree

Kawanabe Kyosai's Bake-Bake Gakkd, number 3 of the Kyosai Rakuga series
(Kawanabe Kyosai Memorial Museum).
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L0 which western descriptions of “Orientals” were really effor
to describe themselves—as the rational, disciplined opposite of
the supposedly sensual Orient—and to affirm their own valyes
More recently, scholarly attention has turned to different peoples’
efforts to make sense of European and American influences on
their societies—representations that we might call “Occidental-
ism” (the “Occident” meaning the west)

Here we consider a range of visual materials that both reflected
and shaped ordinary people’s views of western influence. These
depictions circulated widely; notice the combination of text and
images, for those who could not read. While Japan was not col-
onized, the Meiji Restoration relied heavily on European mod-
els for its constitution and economic plans. In the first image,
Bake-Bake Gakko (School of Demons) from the series Kyosai
Rakuga (1874), Kawanabe Kyosai satirizes the European-inspired
Japanese school reforms of the Meiji Restoration. The second
image, The Beating of the (Foreign) Devils and the Burning of the
(Christian) Books (c. 1890), shows Chinese Boxer rebels attacking
foreign influence. In the final image, the Mexican caricaturist Jos¢

The Beating of the (Foreign) Devils and the Burning of the (Christian) Books.

Guadalupe Posada mocks American influence in The American
Mosquito (1910-1913). Whether the mosquitoes in question rep-
resent American tourists, the Americans brought in by Mexico's

President Dfaz to manage railroads and mines, or the American
dollar remains unclear.

The American Mosquito.

QUESTIONS FOR ANALYSIS

A7

[

w

»

Compare the representation of foreign influence in all three
works. Are those influences purely oppressive? Do any local
actors appear to find outside influence appealing? What is the
greater threat, according to these images, internal weakness
or a coercive foreign intervention?

Analyze the relationship bety

local traditions and progt

in each work. Do the images present a vision of progress?
From the perspective of the artists, what is the relationship, if
any, between foreign influence and progress?

Do the artists present a homegrown vision of progress, or is
progress something that comes from abroad? Is it possible,
from the artists’ point of view, to be Japanese, Chinese, or
Mexican and modern at the same time?

What messages do these works convey about their own
societies? Do the artists present their own people as
powerless victims, as vulnerable and divided, as caught
between their own autocratic rulers and outside invaders, or
perhaps as unified and defiant?




