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FAILURE

acrivisT: One who has a record of power or policy change

HE TEMPLE UNIVERSITY classroom started filling. Bodies hug-
ging. Smiles and small talk and catching up. It all annoyed me

as [ sat, stood, and then sat again at the professor’s desk, hoping
to begin our Black Student Union (BSU) meeting on time. It was
early September 2007. We were laughing and chatting in Philly,
but that day, in Louisiana, six teenage lives hung in the balance.
We had devised a campaign to free them. I was prepared to pres-
ent it in order to secure organizers to execute it. I hardly sus-
pected I was bound to fail.

To understand why racism lives 1s to understand the hi§tory gf
antiracist failure—why people have failed to create antiracist sOC1-
eties. To understand the racial history of failure is to unfierstand
failed solutions and strategies. To understand failt'ed s-oluuon's and
strategies is to understand their cradles: failed racial ideologies.

; ; s opposed
Incorrect conceptions of race as a social construct (as opp

1al hi ' r march of
to a power construct), of racial history as a _smgula . g
| of antiracist and racist prog

racial progress (as opposed to a due o ce and hate (as
ress), of the race problem as rooted in IGAE ther to produce
opposed to powerful self-interest)—all come e
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solutions bound to fail. Terms and s;nyings like «
and “race neutral” and “post-racial” and «

]
I'm
) l)']r](‘l”

ind “Black people can't be racist” and

color. ot |,
an,

one race, the human race™ and “only ¢ l
y d )()[;
3 Fideon
. o . hlt( beo e . e
are bound to fail in ldt‘ntlfymg and elllllll‘lzltillg racist p (
‘ e : , t Powe,
policv. Stratagems Houting mtersectlonahty are boypy . ftr.md
. L ) .

' ai
Wil £y sincethe

racial groups are already on the Same cultura] Jey, Behay:
‘ ) . . . ' ]Ora "
enrichment programs, like mentoring and educatiop, Progr, ]
5 E% . . . g

can help individuals but ape bound to fail racig

o . grouPS, Wthh &I‘t:
held back by bad policies, not bad behavior. Healing SYmptop,
" > & ™ - . » g S
instead of changing policies is bound to fai] in healing society

most degraded racial groups. Civilizing pPrograms

Challenging the conjoined twins separately is bound tq fail
dress economic-racia] Inequity Gentrifying integration g

repeat harmlessly, Instead, its devastation multiplies when genera-
tion after generation repeats the same fajled strategies and solu-

tons and ideologies, rather than burying past failures in the
caskets of past generations,

duct must, in some measure, depend the liberation of their breth-
ren,” as their convention stated in 1804,

The White Judge birthed the Black Judge. “The further de-
crease of prejudice, and the amelioration of the condition of
thousands of our brethren who are yet in bondage, greatly de-
pend on our conduct,” Samuel Cornish and John Russwurm

.
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wrote on March 16, 1827, in one of the opening editorials of
Freedom’s_Journal, the first African American newspaper,

I grew up on this same failed strategy more than one hundred
fifty years later. Generations of Black bodies have been raised by
the ‘judglt‘h‘ of “uplift suasion.” The judges strap the entire Black
qce on the Black body’s back, shove the burdened Black body

1o W hite spaces, order the burdened Black body to always act
.y an upstanding manner to persuade away White racism. and
m 1S,

mnis]1 poor Black conduct with sentences of shame for reinforc-
ing racism, ﬁ?ll bringing the race down. I felt the burden my
\\-i1c)1€ Black ll-te to be perfect before both White people and the
Black people judging wf_lether [ am representing the race well.
The judges never let me just be, be myself, be my imperfect self.

7 FELT cool outside, sometime in the autumn of 2011. Sadiga
ond I had been dating for months. I looked at this Spelman sister
.nd Georgia peach as a future wife: smitten by her affability as
much as her elegance, by her perceptiveness as much as her easy-
going sense of humor; smitten by her love of Black people as
quch as her love of saving human lives as a physician. She, too,
had been raised in a middle-income Black home by similarly aged
parents who cut their teeth in the movement, who brushed her
weth in the movement. She, too, had been taught that her climb
up the success ladder uplifted the race. She, too, tried to represent
the race well.

We dined near the window at Buddakan, an Asian fusion res-
turant in Old City, Philadelphia. On the opposite wall, a massive
0ld statue of Buddha sat on a tiny stage at almost table level,
st a red background that faded into a black center. Eyes
;lii]‘;dn ijﬂsnd§ clasped. At peace. Not bothe.ring anyone. Cer-
e, o adlqa. But tl?e statue attracted a mlddle—aged, brown-
the tiny StarWt‘lght White guy. Clearly drunk, he chrpbed onto
Wdiep e Ofg ; and ftérted fondling Buddha before his laughing
g runk friends at a nearby table. I had learned a long

R0 .
© tune out the antics of drunk White people doing
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k person arrested. Harmless White fun

things that could geta Blac

is Black lawlessness.

His loud laughs sum
AV hat s this guy domg?

She turned bat k to her plate, took a bite, and looked up as s,
“At least he's not Black” -
K but immediately reco mized mvse

) ¥ nyg(":"‘"ﬁ]y

honed Sadiga’s look. “Oh, my God!” sh
+ She

said qnwt]x‘

awallowed
| was taken abac
i Sadiga’s face.
d vou teel i he was Black?” I asked her, and
» and my.

own choughts

“How woul

\\"lr.

“1'd be really embarrassed,” she said, speaking for me and f
<O Mmany of us tmppcd on the plantation of uplift suasion I‘Bm
<quse we don't need anyone making us look bad.” .
“In front of White people?” I asked her.
“Yes. 1t makes them look down on us Mak
- es the
1st. M more rac-
We thought on a false continuum, from more racist to |
st to not racist. We believed good Black behavior m (c)l €ss rac-
o . . a -
people “less racist,” even when our experiences told us < White
. _ 5
du:l not. 'B_ut that night, we thought about it together :iuwally
2 few critiques of uplift suasion for the first time and shared
Today, .the feW critiques would be many. We would crig
paternalistic White abolitionists conjuring up uplift suasi critique
ar I - asion. We'
'l;gluefagamSt —the assumption that poor Black conduct i sy
sible for White racist ideas, meaning Whi g Woud
poor Black conduct . : ite racist ideas about
i are valid. We'd critique the White judge ex-
o g White people from the responsibility to rid th 1.
their own racist 1deas; u ) rid themselves
ing responsibility for ch ’ PWardly mobile Black people defiect
il e e agpocy CA
of perfectly exe(:ut'y uph Flng themselves; the near impossibility
manly imperfect \;I;%duph& suasion, since Black people ar¢ hu-
- We'd notice that when racist Whates s¢¢ Blac

PCOp]e CO ;
nducting themselves admirably in public, they se¢ thos

BlaCkS ag
s extraordina _ ' theysee L
Black people. We ry, meaning not like those ordinarily l?tf;::n

’ ’d re
HACIst pol; member what hi s us: tha
policy knog at history teaches e

kS BlaCk pe0ple dOWI'l, the judge OrdCI'S the
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up}]‘ni-t’themschwcs, only to be cut down again by rac
po IC)'_ ' y racist terror and

dell-?-t‘.m‘d__' l”_’ the restaurant, but we continued
the upt r. suasion ideology that had been so dee cd to talk about
1o critique it, critique ourselves, and run a ceply mgramed in
ﬁ'c‘c‘d(““- All these years later, although the jt;(‘ivy‘l.y. SIS 2y Kooy
y momt‘ﬂf. | admire Séldiq;]’g freadam t“. ]w’:.& ;--'m ( ;m_ h us at
move 1 nty llllPL‘I‘fL‘cti()ns, [ represent ()l;l‘l( l<.|,|_.l f(."‘l_h'*"'
ges draw conclusions about millions of Black Y)CI(HY;(_‘”' it the
. [ act, then they, not I, not Black people }:'w;p : :::g:l] &
o C oblem.

They ar€ responsible for their racist ideas; | ,
’ ; ' am not. [ am respon-
ble for 1Y
pe M€ be myself, be my imperfect self.

l]()\\

racist ideas; they are not. To be antiracist is to let me

ABOLITIONIS‘T WwILLIAM LLOYD Garrison did not let the Black
body be her imperfect self. “Have you not acquired the esteem
onfidence and patronage of the whites, in proportion to your
crease 10 knowledge and moral improvement?” Garrison asked
, Black crowd not long After founding The Liberator in 1831. Up-
lify suasion Gt his ideology that the best way to “accomplish the
great work of national redemption” from slavery was “through
the agency of moral power” and truth and reason. Garrison’s be-
liefin “moral suasion” and what we can call “educational suasion”
also fit his personal upbringing by a pious Baptist mother, his
professional upbringing by an editor who believed newspapers
e for “instruction,” his abolitionist upbringing by moral cru-
ader Benjamin Lundy.
Moral and educational and upl
Sé"Png the astounding growth of sl
0 -
ton before the Civil War. But succes
matter when 2 s : d
g a strategy stems from an ideology. Moral and educa-
suasion foc ’ . .
bei 351;”1 focus on persuading White people, on appealing to
or : , , .
ol al conscience through horror and their logical mind
®h education. B if racist i le illogical?
atif _But what if racist ideas make peopie ogicals
Persuading e . ) i ac-
g everyday White people 1s not persuading t

ift suasion failed miserably 1n
avery in the age of King
s, apparently; does not
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t pnlicynmkcrs know about ],

- e

policymake,

S

m.akm'.\'? W hat it racis

t thew l“‘“t'it‘\‘? W hat if racist

let alone moral Conscience
3

omes O
yup in history has gaj
| conscien >tiNed
ce Oftheir

« H

yor conscience,
. M.lh'nlm N7 What i no gre
rh .mpv.\lmg to the mora
o p.n.apln.m' Assata §hakur? What if economic

|t-interest drives racist p()licymakerg‘ po.
e » Ny

oppressors: (
hucal, ©OF cultural s¢
yrality, not ignoranc
d save the Union without freeing any slave |
freeing all the slaves W():I’;)u[d
do

1d save it by
ham Lincoln wrote on Au
gust 20, 1

}'..H.‘fill TRLIAAL

“If 1 coul
and it 1 cou

jent Abra

chat.” Presic

«what 1 do about dlavery, and the colored race, 1 do b
. " ?
helieve it helps to save the Union.” On January 1, 1863 CCauge |
. . ? .
signed the Emancipation Proclamation as 2a “necessa ’ L‘“C()ln
Iy war
mey.

do 1t

sm"-c_" _-}r‘tc‘r winning the Civil War, racist Republica
guish trom the less numerous antiracist Republic ns (to distip.
o 1 > a
~stablish the Freedmens Bureau, reconstruct the S 0s) voteq g
o il _ o ou
;{ nd LL 11\'11 rights and voting privileges to create a lo th, and e
Repub ican base and secure Black people in the S val Souther,
from northern Whites, who “want nothing to d outh far away
groes, as [llino1 o Wi
inois senator Lyman Trumbull, o th the ne.
sponsors, said. , one of the laws’ my
The “Whit ; .
| e man’s party,” a -
lican Party . Il ty,” as Trumbull identified
y, grew tired” of alienating thei - ed the Repub-
g their racist constituents by

militarily defending the Ne
In , gro from th ' -
hca?;k‘;gﬁRSZPuutElel;:an; {)ut of Southern p:):v::rc lli; tleg;(;nslis ”
“outrages” of Jim 1231- S DEBIIC (Ui g neis bacl;s oe;f liﬁ;
selfish grounds, and nz:v .for ne.arly a century. “Expediency
eofon humanity, has right with reference to the claims 0% out
in an address for th:z COIltrf)]]ed our action,” Garrison lamente
centennial of Independence Day, in 1876

0

d the quct
o

ON JUN
E 26, 1934, W.
of educationa] SUas" 'E.B. Du Bois critically assess¢
ion, as Garrison had critically assessed ™
heorY of o

suasion b
efore hi
Im: 1
For many years 1t was the theo




ors + - that white America did not know

ing Phtﬂn of the Negro.” Du Bois spok
.- p . . L\

wthe ulomate evil was stupidity” -y

of or realize
for himself

ing

. in hic cara
ly, tor the last two decades, we have stri “; e
.‘\\'\“ X . n o gy ook y [} \ er(_‘” ., )

s dram

ad P o atic me
- of agitation: to put the essential facts before the A -
Y 1 there o * Americ:
. Today there can be no doubt that Americans k 1<;n
Gl L now the

bcts: nd vet they remain for the most part indifferent and
ana un-

‘ﬂp\'t’d-“
Gunnar Myrdal ignored Du Bois’s 19
o focus on accruing power instead of peijuzzl'l fOr\)(]?l;?ck people
The racisim problem lay in the “astonishing i ing White people.
o shing ignorance” of White
Americans, Myrdal advised in An American Dilemma in 194
“There is no doubt, in the writer’s opinion, that a great maj _4-
of white people in America would be prepared to give the ?}OUW
; substantially better deal if they knew the facts.” e
Popular history tells us that a great majority of White Ameri-
cans did give the Negro a better deal—the desegregation rulings
Civil Rights Act (1964), and Voting Rights Act (1965)—-wher;
they learned the facts. “Gunnar Myrdal had been astonishingly
prophetic,” according to one captivating history of the civil-rigilts
movement. Not entirely. As early as 1946, top State Department
official Dean Acheson warned the Truman administration that
the “existence of discrimination against minority groups in this
country has an adverse effect on our relations” with decolonizing
Asian and African and Latin American nations. The Truman ad-
ministration repeatedly briefed the U.S. Supreme Court on these
adverse effects during desegregation Cases in the late 1940s and
early 1950s, as historian Mary L. Dudziak documents. Not to
mention the racist abuse African diplomats faced in the United

States. In 1963, Secretary of State Dean Rusk warned Congress
during the consideration of the Civil Rights Act that “in waging
this world struggle we are seriously handicapped by racial or reli-

' o oo kot _eight percent of White Americans
glrous discrlrnmatlon Seventy-eight p

W s Poll. h
agreed in a pharels s legislation out of selt-

el interest.
Racist power started civil-right
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Racist power sf("[“l‘_cd Oll.t of self~interest when enoy

and Asian and Latin nations Were inside the /\mcrligh African
of inHuence, when a rebranded Jim Crow \
affected American foreign policy, when Black
demanding and gaining what power rarely giyvec ~ Sarteq
1967, Martin Luther King Jr. admitted, “We've 1
mixed up in our country, and this has led Negro Am
the past to seek their goals through love and mory]
void of power.”” But our generation 1gnores King’s
the “problem of power, a confrontation between
power demanding change and the forces of power
the preserving of the status quo.” The same way Kin
ignored Du Boiss matured warning. The same
generation ignored Garrison’s matured warnings
of race has always been at its core the problem of
problem of immorality or ignorance.

Moral and educational suasion breathes the ASSUmption thy,
racist minds must be changed before racist policy, ignoring his.
tory that says otherwise. Look at the soaring White support for
desegregated schools and neighborhoods decades after the policies
changed in the 1950s and 1960s. Look at the soaring White sup-
port for interracial marriage decades after the policy changed in
1967. Look at the soaring support for Obamacare after its passage
in 2010. Racist policymakers drum up fear of antiracist policies
through racist ideas, knowing if the policies are implemented, the
fears they circulate will never come to pass. Once the fears do not
come to pass, people will let down their guards as they enjoy the
benefits. Once they clearly benefit, most Americans will support

£ 2s e
and become the defenders of the antiracist policies they o

feared. ‘ o pae
To fight for mental and moral changes affer policy {

;e
gl . : dissipatior
means fighting alongside growing benefits and the PTO fgh

N

Hasion de.
WOrds aboy,
the fOrCeS of
?edicated to
g3 gel‘lerati(m
Wway Dy Boig
- The Probler,
POwer, not th,

- . . oy ucceed-
fears, making it possible for antiracist power to S hange *
mp

pOliCY ¢

0%
almost

for mental and moral change as a prerequisite for 3

- . _ ing i
to fight against growing fears and apathy, making
sible for antiracist power to succeed.




sion. KHOW‘Iedg .
orf power. Chanes :
f Pt g 18INg mindy js not a mo ritiou
s nOL AcCtivism, Ch: : _ ‘ ¢ A quing racisim
1 o : l-lllgmg minds 4 NOt activism An ac tl:}gt

1CE! -I and nali- " : . -
dt - policy change, DOt mental charon I
has no record : ange, If 4 person

of power ¢r '
POwer policy change, then that pe

an activist. FSON 15 not

18 1 WAITED to begin the
Jienated about mengy] cha
wanted to flee academia, 1 +

hung NOOSes from 1its branches The school’
SLISpended the White perpetrators
nothing to curb the subsequent rac;

lena 6 were arrested. Jesse Ray Beard was ch
Robert Bailey Jr., Mychal Bell, Carwin Jones, Bryant Purvis, and
Theo Shaw were charged with attempted murder. “When you
are convicted, I will seek the maximum penalty allowed by law”
pomised district attorney Reed Walters, meaning
hundred years in prison.

As [ sat at the teacher’s desk, I felt Mychal Bell’s sentencing
hearing on September 20 approaching like the butcher’s cleaver.
Anall-White jury had already found him guilty of a lesser charge,
‘#ravated second-degree battery, lining up his life to be cut by as
"uch as twenty-two years.
nessA SOH}ber energy settled inside the classroom, like the daqu-

ejsglatSéde. Our goal, BSU officers told egch other, was tg t-ree
0 rig ou. ?Ut were we willing to do anythlr?g? Were'we willing
q ey, nrla;?edom for their freedom? Not if our primary pur-
q dopy Mg ourselves feel better. We formulate_and popqlate

* 10 cultura] apd behavioral and educational enrich-

up to one
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ment programs to make ourselves feel better, feeling they are
helping racial groups, when they are only helping (or hul“ting)
individuals, when only policy change helps groups.

We arrive at demonstrations excited, as if our favorijte Mug;.
cian is playing on the speakers’ stage. We convince ourselyes Wa
are doing something to solve the racial problem whep, we ar(
really doing something to satisfy our feelings. We £0 home fulc
tilled. like we dined at our favorite restaurant. And this fulﬁ“me :
is Heeting, like a drug high. The problems of inequity and injunt
tice persist. They persistently make us feel bad and guilty \xj‘
persistently do something to make ourselves feel better i
convince ourselves we are making society better, a5 We
make society better.

What if instead of a feelings advocacy we had ap outcg
advocacy that put equitable outcomes before our guilt ang ;n :
guish? What if we focused our human and fisca] reg 15
changing power and policy to actually make society, n
teelings, better?

Never

ources o
Ot Just oy

I COULD WAIT no longer. I cut off the talking and smiling and

began presenting the 106 Campaign to free the Jena 6. 1 began
with phase one: Mobilize at least 106 students on 106 campuses

in the 'mjd—Atlantic to rally locally by the end of September and
fundraise for the Jena 6 legal defense fund. | presented phase two:
Marshal those 106 students from 106 campuses into car caravans
that would converge on Washington, D.C., on October 5, 2007.
I painted the picture. “Wonderfully long lines of dozens of cars
pa§ked with students on highways and byways driving toward the
nation’s capital from al directions, from Pennsylvania, Delaware
Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia, and North Carolina.” I st
but did not Jook into the eyes of my audience. I looked & t.he
b.eaud,ful picture forming from my lips. “Thousands of cars e
8IS I the window—Free the Jena Six’—honking © Firlwr&
pas?ng by, who'd honk loudly back in solidarity (or revalsior)
Can you see jt2” | asked excitedly a few times.



i see it For some, the llgl\' picture,
sec 1t :

Tlegal, the car caravans?” one woman asked. obvi.

\.\\;“1[‘ ‘ "1 rephed.
) k on, panting the beautitul, ugly picture. “When the
[ PO

vans arrived in D.C., they would park their cars in the

v
Wi
!

- No! People take car caravans all the time,

e of Constitution Avenue and join the informal march to
:::‘i;ixpjrtn1(‘]1[’ ot Justice. Thousands of cars would be sitting-in
_ Constitution Avenue and surrounding streets as we presented
;r dx demands of freedom to the Bush administration. When
:313\- came with the tow trucks, we would be ready to flatten
cuck dres. When police units started protecting the tow trucks,
we would come with reinforcements of cars. When they blocked
off Constitution Avenue, we would strike another street with our
cars. When and if they barricaded all the downtown streets, we
would wait them out and ride back into downtown Washington
whenever they lifted the barricades. We would refuse to stop the
st-1n of cars until the Bush administration leaned on the Louisi-
dna governor to lean on Jena officials to drop the charges against
the Jena Six.”

“This is illegal. They will throw us in prison,” someone rebut-
ted with a look of fear.

I should have stopped but I continued my failure, hardly car-
ing that the more I spoke, the more fear I spread—the more tear
I'spread, the more I alienated people from the 106 Car*np;lugn..

“Damn right we could go to prison!” I. shot.back, teeh,ng like
myself. “But I don’t care! We're already in prison. That’s what
AmfrlllZ:dmt?la: SMEES;; X line out of context. But \yho cared
about context when the shock and awe sounded so radical to my
self-identified radical ears? When'l lashed out at well-m‘eamng
People who showed the normal impulse of.' fear, who us\e.d the
incorrect racial terminology, who asked the incorrect qucstmn—;
oh, did I think I was $O radical. Wh_en my scorchctifcarth words

ger;t ttendees fleeing at BSU rallies a-nd meetings, \\.'hen my
Scorc;cg-carth writings sent readers fleeing, oh, did I think 1 was
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... When in fact, 1t all my words W'ere doin Wag o
Ne) mdl;_d l hen those words were not radlcal at a|. W Und\
radical,

Mo - . . dt ]f'

o the radicalism of speech by how fadically j; trangg, ¢
sure ‘ . :

meas - ded peoplf' b_\" how the speech llberates the an

open-mnuiI

ithin? What if we measure the conseryag;
er W :
po‘\\t

S Oty
UQQ“
m Ofs .

it keeps people the same, keeps people Peec
by how intensely 1t 96P~_p . heir ; o Ens]ay,

v their racist ideas and fears, conserving their Inequitah)e 50ci.
by thelr racst 1¢ I ' was the most radijcy] I wae o
etv? At a time when 1 thou-g.ht waf ed dd » 1 Wag the
most conservative. I was a failure. I failed to 3 Tess the feap of

- BSU peers.
ny FBererisP iin d of like race—a mirage. “Fear is not real, 1 ; :
product of our imagination,” as a Will Slnlt}‘l‘ character. tells hj
son in one of my favorite movies, After Earth. | DS not misunder.
stand me, danger is very real, but fear is a choice.

We do not have to be fearless like Harriet Tubman to be ang;-
racist. We have to be courageous to be antiracist. Courage is the
strength to do what is right in the face of fear,- as the anony‘moys
philosopher tells us. I gain insight into what’s right from antiracist
ideas. [ gain strength from fear. While many people are fearful of
what could happen if they resist, I am fearful of what could hap-
pen if I don't resist. [ am fearful of cowardice. Cowardice is the
mability to amass the strength to do what is right in the face of
fear. And racist power has been terrorizing cowardice into us for
generations.

For segregationists Jike U.S. senator Ben “Pitchfork”™ Tillman,
President Theodore Roosevelt crossed the color line when he
dined with Booker T Washington on October 16, 1901. “The
action of Presiden Roosevelt in entertaining that nigger will ne-
cessitate oy killing 4 thousand niggers in the South before they
will learn thejy Place again ” He Was not joking.

On July g, 1876, a young Tillman had joined the power-
hungry White mob that Murdered at least seven Black militiamen
defending Black power in the Black town of Hamburg, South

\C;/zzrf)lirla. All electiop year long, Tillman’s Red Shirts had helped

M supremg g violently snatch control of South Carolina,
IS involvement in the Hamburg Massacre 4 ,



Ao
B

badge
Carolina’ HH\PIHnH\h”!lI
“The plu;nim'(ﬂ OUr vy
man sard at e e
o make us i

"ll?lb‘ - 413
of hongy when he

'llllll!l'l’ il l-,”, l,,,| hie icls

Wite, ')‘r'lfjn
. T il thy, Us

Wiate 1y AR
ln'.fnlr terro lﬁl
). AS racie tedeas 1rite rie
P st hw:nylnhlnf O make
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fear.

WALKED OUT of that classroon,
l i

lll]("”’i all{),,( i ' WIIIL( " “J ‘j'
lrl

AMpus, deciding o the Jong escala-

station that the BSU officers who voted
Jown the 106 (Iampaign must be 1IZNorant
Aoy

about racism, kind of
1e the White people Supporting the Jena 6% Incarceration. De-
-‘.‘ i . X
h. ling on the Screechmg train ride up
Clullils

to North Phi]adefphia that
“ultimate evil was ignorance” and “the ultimate good was
1
he tion.” Deciding as I lay flat on my couch and looked up at
educa >

ling mirror that a life of educationa] suasion would be
el ,
the Cl-mpactﬁl] than any other life | could choose.

‘ 1onal suasion on the ve
k down the lit path of educationa ' -

: Iralnfz;ll(;d to persuade my BSU peers. I failed at cha’ngmg
m.ght let alone policy). But in all my enlightenmentj [ did not
mnd (fl:f s the failure. I saw my BSU peers as the faﬂure.' I did
e myslj ' : the mirror at my “failure doctrine,” the doctrine of

in .
??}tmkg)io make change and deflecting faul.

2

fail to open the closed-minded consumers of racist
When ‘v\lfe their closed-mindedness instead of our foolish
deas, we blame the _ - :
]d\‘iEfST ime revivmg closed minds from the dea'd
s gt it k en-minded consumers of racist
. 0 n Op b
When our vicious attacks o , than our
eas fail to transform them, we blame their hate ralthf' r‘] to con
: ople ta1 ¥
mpatient and alienating hate of tjhem. thl;? pCe ptheir stupidity
me our convoluted antiracist ideas, we blam le
_ ity. When we transform peop
"ther than oy stupid lack of clarity. blame their lack
e
"4 do not show them an avenue of support, w When the pol-
9_?°mnlitnlent rather than our lack of gl_lldani-e' we blame the
el vy *Upported does not change racist po ?”h wrong pol-
1 s, e
Mactyly; 'ty of racism rather than our support of t

r down into the subway
(0
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When we fail to gain support for a protest, w bl
| ‘ st, we blame
n our alienating presentation. When the "
ist power rather than our flawed protest P\;(;}t]est
juce racial equi N o
ce racial equity, we blame the pec eln
‘ )
o i W opportunity, not our fl: e
Je failure doctrine avoids the mirror fdwed
i o . ; 0
re doctrine begets failure. The failure d "
: octrin
e
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itician.
feartul rather tha
plame rac
not proc
Jvantage of the ne

fails, we
our po]icy does

for not takir
v solutton.
blame. The tailt
begets racisnl.
What it antiracists constantly self-critiqued ou
7 o : . . . T .
What if we blamed our ideologies and methods, st d_ozi"’n ideas?
udie :
i . . _ ’ ou
hods, refined our ideologies and method ride-
rked? ; Ods agai
When will we finally stop the ingaln
san-

itv of doing the same thin

y of g the g repeatedly and ex : :

f;“:.k'( Selt—cmﬂque allows change. Changingpesfltlng a‘ﬂ different
Antiracist power must be flexible t ows flexibilj

o match the flexibili lity,

1ty of racis

t

pOWEer, propelled only b i

e y the cravin f

heir _ . g I0r powe

eir inequitable interests. Racist power gelievl;s::(? S}Lape policy in
n

necessary. Wk i
of thoseyin 3 tl:ielr challengers, typically do not
spired by Malcolm X. We care th » Ot even some
t the

moral and 1 '
strategles anccllef?liziizéiﬂ'and Sl e far o
less about bringing esll’lg E[l)nd logders AT OrgfmiZall:ionso%es -~
we say we are purifyil?Lllta le results for people in dire. i
our purifying keeps thg ;Z;i;??s fg-r the people in dire Ssttrraalz::ss ZS
P rivilege and inaction of raci B e
inaction by critiqui ist power, we show ; .lque e
ing our inzctioiq;llntghevery effective strategy, u(;lliznirt“;ﬂége ?nd
Ty e comfortable seat of privi ely justify-
, we are too often bound by i of privilege. Anything
und by ideologies that are bound

b .
y %&IE dt S.;rategies of racial change
by their essed the method
results : ods and lead iy
and policy solutiOf policy change and equi C;S‘axnr]d Orgamzat1gns
lems? What if a;tl-ls St_emmed not from ideotly(; ; bat lffr strateglgs
fracists were propelled onlygll;;s tlzlet crzzzlfgroor

power to
shape 1
0 1 :
p hcy 1n their equitable interests?
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ologies and met
and again until they wo
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. the 106 Campaign, the BSU officers crafted
NG i cometh o A . o elalCH
o hey did \\mntth‘mg they did not fear. We loudl
~North Broad Street and rallied on campus !
: I

& ped 07, That day, thousands of

W 0. 2007, Th ay, sands of us thought we wer
™ embel = . nva P01 i Bk . T ¢
G Ghen we WeT really demonstrating, from Philadel

he terms “demonstration” and “protest” interchange-
blv. ouruown “peri'i, _111.<t‘ \3/; intercha.ngeably. use the terms
‘..molwilizing and 'Ol‘gamzmg. prcitest 15 orgamzing people for
" Jonged campaign thzit forces racist power to change a policy.
i demonstration is mobilizing people momentarily to publicize a
problt‘m- Speakers and placards and posts at marches, rallies, peti-

a1 hashtags demonstrate the problem. Demonstra-
dons are, not surprisingly, a favorite of suasionists. Demonstrations
annoy POWer in the way children crying about something they
will never get annoy parents. Unless power cannot economically
or politically or professionally afford bad press—as power could
1ot during the Cold War, as power cannot during election sea-
son, as power cannot close to bankruptcy—power typically ig-

qONS, and vIr

nores demonstrations.

The most effective demonstrations
educational efforts) help people find th
The antiracist power within is the ability to view my own racism
in the mirror of my past and present, view my own antiracism in
the mirror of my future, view my owh racial groups as equal to
other racial groups, view the world of racial ineguity as abnormal,
iliew my own power to resist and overtake racist power and pol-
icy. The most effective demonstrations (like the most t.‘fﬁj}ﬁ[lVL
¢ducational efforts) provide methods for P‘fOP_le to glve‘ti‘e lfhi:
liracist power, to give their human and ﬁnan'aa]_reS?f“;‘: S‘rLot;-scs
Neling attendees and their funds 1nto organizations and protest:

chind the scenes
u 1Z1 i undraising b
d power-seizing campaigns- The fi i
ns secu

et
o the JEna 6 demonstratio r}cd l;f::;;‘r:duccd o simpk‘
. . che !
Who, by June 26, 2009, quietly 8¢ ¢ accused.

. 1 pme for the e ]
Atery, to guilty pleas, to N© Jall U"n - within and finan-
g ty p v Clst pO\Vcr

: . . antira
As Important as finding the anti

(like the most effective
e antiracist power within.
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jemonstrations can provide CMotiop,
.l support. de U g
L‘l& B

- orotests. Nighttime rallies in the churcheg ofMF:' foy
ongoing f rocking with the courage-locking Words ¢, £m.
erv, -‘\I-‘i:":f;"h_ _\.u,‘-f:nncd those courageous Black Worn. iy
:‘:::::;m11\:\.\\““\{ the public buses and drained that

stream for the city throughout 1956. .
' The most effective protests creat.e an environmern
1¢ racist policy becomes in power’s self—interesg like
\,:C‘\.C;:i..\\\_;mng businesses because the sit-ins are driving aWay cy.
i Increasing wages to restart production, like giip
teachers raises to resume schooling, like passing a law to attract ,
well-organized force of donors or voters. But it is difficult to cr.
ate that environment, since racist power makes laws that illegalize
most protest threats. Organizing and protesting are much harder
and more impactful than mobilizing and demonstrating. Seizing
power 1s much harder than protesting power and demonstrating

I1TS €xXcesses.

t
Wh@rebv
changing tl

“crmonstrations - thinking they are protests, thinking they can
Lﬂangcrbpower and policy, and see no change happening, it is hard
nc ' ' :

| )_t to become Cynical. It is hard not to think the Goliath of rac-




