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The Haitian earthquake of January 2010 not only devastated an al-
ready impoverished country but also reawakened issues deriving from
that country’s revolution against slavery and French colonial rule,
which finally succeeded in 1804. Twenty-one years later, the French
government demanded from Haiti a payment of 150 million gold
francs in compensation for the loss of its richest colony and its “prop-
erty” in slaves. With French warships hovering offshore, Haitian au-
thorities agreed. To make the heavy payments, even after they were
somewhat reduced, Haiti took out major loans from French, Ger-
man, and North American banks. Repaying those loans, finally ac-
complished only in 1947, represented a huge drain on the country’s
budget, costing 80 percent of the government’s revenue in 1915. Now
in 2010, with the country in ruins, an international petition signed
by over 100 prominent people, called on the French government to
repay some $17 billion, effectively returning the “independence debt”
extorted from Haiti 185 years earlier. While the French government
dismissed those claims, the issue provided a reminder of the continu-

ing echoes of events from an earlier age of revolution.

THE HAITIAN REVOLUTION WAS PART OF AND LINKED (O 4 much larger
set of upheavals that shook both sides of the Atlantic world between
1775 and 1825. Haitians had drawn inspiration from the earlier North
American and French revolutions, even as their successful over-
throw of French rule helped shape the Latin American indepen-
dence struggles that followed. These four closely related upheavals
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536
reflect the new connections among Europe, Africa, North and
. South America, which took shape in the wake of Columbyg;
| voyages and the European conquests that followed. Togcther,
What were the most important outcomes of | they launched a new chapter in the history of the Atlantic world,
the Aflantic revolufians, bothiimmediately i while the echoes of those revolutions reverberated in the larger
and in the century that followed? _J world.
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Atlantic Revolutions in a Global Context

Writing to a friend in 1772, before any of the Atlantic revolutions had occurred, the

French intellectual Voltaire asked, “My dear philosopher, doesn’t this appear 1o you
to be the century of revolutions?””' He was certainly on target, and not onlv for the

European/Atlantic world. From the early eighteenth century to the mid-nincteenth,
many parts of the world witnessed political and social upheaval, leading so: ¢ histo-
rians to think in terms of a “world crisis” or “converging revolutions.” By the 17305,
the Safavid dynasty that had ruled Persia (now Iran) for several centuries had com-
pletely collapsed, even as the powerful Mughal Empire governing India 2lso frag-

mented. About the same time, the Wahhabi movement in Arabia seriously thicatened
the Ottoman Empire, and its religious ideals informed ma)ot political upheavals in

Central Asia and elsewhere (see pp. 508—09). The Russian Empire under Catherine
the Great experienced a series of peasant uprisings, most notably one led by the Cos-
sack commander Pugachev in 177 3—1774, which briefly proclaimed the end of serf-
dom before that rebellion was crushed. China too in the late eighteenth and early
nineteenth centuries hosted a number of popular though unsuccessful rebellions, a
prelude perhaps to the huge Taiping revolution of 1850-1864. Beginning in the early
nineteenth century,a wave of Islamic revolutions shook West Africa, while in souther
Africa, a series of wars and mugrations known as the mfecane (the breaking or crushing)
inv?leed widespread and violent disruptions as well the creation of new states and
societies.

Thus the Atlantic revolutions in North America, France, Haiti, and Latin America
took place within a larger global framework. Like many of the other upheavals, they
too occurred in the context of expensive wars, weakening states, and destabthzing
processes of commercialization. But the Atlantic revolutions were distinctive i var-
lous Ways compared to upheavals elsewhere. The costly wars that strained European
1m1?erlal states— Britain, France, and Spain in particular— were global rather that
regu_)g}; In the so-called Seven Years’ War (1754-1763), Britain and France joined
battle in N?rth America, the Caribbean, West Africa, and South Asia. The expenses o
those conflicts prompted the British to levy additional taxes on their North Amer

can coloni : ners.
nies and the French monarchy to seek new revenue from its landowner

X

hese actions contributed to the launching of the American and French revolutio™

respectively.
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the US. ambassador to France on the eve of the French Revolution. While there, he
rrovided advice and encouragement to French reformers and revolutionaries. Simon

Bolivar, a leading figure in Spanish American struggles for independence, twice
wsited Haiti, where he received military aid from the first black government 1n the

Americas,
Beyond such direct connections, the various A

of common ideas. The Atlantic basin had become a world o
exchange as well as one of commercial and biological interaction. The ideas that ani-

mated the Atlantic revolutions derived from the European Enlightenment and were
shared across the ocean in newspapers, books, and pamphlets. At the heart of these
e was the radical notion that human political and social arrangements could be
:’i“:;fd,and improved, by human action.Thus conventional and long-established

ving and thinking— the divine right of kings, stat€ control of trade, aristo-

tlantic revolutionaries shared a set
fintellectual and cultural
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nglu . sovereignty,” which meant that the authority to goverti derived from the
¢ father than from God or from established tradition. As the Englishman John

LA/

2 7
A (AL {41 j[(,' {

L Causation
' In what ways did the ideas

ll of the Enlightenment

 contribute to the Atlantic

}revolutions?

l

L e

rade, religious tolerance,.

(T0¢ privy :
Cpnvilege, the authority of a single church—were no [onger sacrosanct and came
4 : ir

I
WL




AL

MRY §

YRE EURQPEAN MOMENT IN WORLD HISTORY, 17501914

Lovke (o 1ug) had arguad, the ool cunnuc(“‘ between raler and rule ol
ket onhy as o as i senad the people well, In short it was both posable and \'v\lmblc
to atart over i the constrnction of human commumues, ln the late eighteeny), g
aardd maateenth centunes, these wdeas were lavgely inuted to the Atlante wWorld Wiyl
all o the Atlante revolutions imvohved the ehnnnation of monarchs, at least temp.
rarth across Ava and Muddle East such repubhican pohitical systems were virtwally .
coavetvable untl much Later, There the only solution to a bad monarch was 4 new and
bty one. &Q)

ta the wordd ot the Atlntic revolutions, ideas born ot the Enlighteniment gen-
erated endless controversy. Were hberty and equality compatible? What Lind of
sovernment—umeary and centrahzed or tederal and decentralized — bes “Isured
treadom? And how tar should hberty be extended? Except in Haiti, the chi i bene-
tnanes of thewe rvolunons were propertied white men of the “muddhing | lasses”
Although women. shaves, Naave Americans, and men without property did ot gam
mch o these revolunons, the ideas that accompanied those upheavals gave them
ammumnon tor the tuture. Because their overall thrust was to extend pohitical rights
turther than ever betore, these Adantic movements have often been referred to as
“demovraac revolunons.”

A ninal drsancaove feature of the Adantce revolutions lies in their immense global
Impact. extending well beyond the Adante world. The armies of revolutionary France,
tor eample. imaded Egvpt, Germany, Poland, and Russia, carrying seeds of change.
The rdeals dhur animared these Atantic revolutions inspired efforts in many countries
to zbolsh slaven: to extend the right to vote, to develop constitutions, and to secure
greazer equality for women. Nadonalism, perhaps the most potent ideology of the
modern era. was nurtured in the Adandc revolutions and shaped much of nineteenth-
and twenneth-century world history. The 1deas of human equality articulated 1n these
revolunons later found expression 1n feminist, socialist, and communist movements.
Ihe Unrversal Declaraton of Human Righs, adopted by the United Nations in 1948,

\ echoed and amplified those principles while providing the basis for any number of
v:bsequmt PTOLSSTs a221nst oppression, tyranny, and deprivation. In 1989, a number
* 7ot Chinese students. fleeing the suppression of a democracy movement in their own

country. marched at the head of a huge parade in Paris, celebrating the bicentennial
ot the French Revolution. And in 2011, the Middle Eastern uprisings known as the

Arab Spring prompted numerous comparisons with the French Revolution. The At-
fanac revolunions had a long reach.

Comparing Atlantic Revolutions

But beneath their common political vocabulary and a broadly democratic character
the Adantic revolunons differed substanually from one another. They were mggercd
by difierent arcumstances, expressed quite different social and political tensxom.ﬂnd
waned considerably in their outcomes. Liberty, noted Simén Boljvar, “1s succulen!
morsel, but one difficult o digest.™ “Digesung liberty” occurred in quite distinc!
#&ys n the vanous stes of the Atlannc revolutions.



The North American Revolution, 1775—-1787

hoolchild in the United States learns early that the American Revolution was
tr independence from oppressive British rule. That struggle was launched
cJaration of Independence in 1776, resulted in an unlikely military victory

generated 2 federal constitution in 1787, joining thirteen formerly separate
new nation (see Map 16. 1). It was the first in a series of upheavals that
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B Change

What was revolutionary
about the American Revo-
lution, and what was not?
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rocked the Atlantic world and beyond in the century that followed. But was it , oen.

: .on? What, precisely, did it change? .

" Ir;;(:lftil‘:ciinn.g\x:l:arefk withyBrit:ain, the Ame;ican Re}:roh;zz:e::;ked a decisiye
political change, but in other ways it was, strangely €nous ’al-b . ;e Tiovemeny
because it originated in an effort to preserve the existing li MERES. 1 the colopje
rather than to create new ones. For much of the seventeentl'.n and eighteenth centy.
ries, the British colonies in North America enjf)}’ed. a .con51de.rable degree of Joc,)
autonomy as the British government was embroiled 1r.1 1ts own .mternal conflicts apg
various European wars. Furthermore, Britain’s West Indian Cf>lorues seeme.d ore prof.
itable and of greater significance than those of North America. In these CIrcumstances,
local elected assemblies in North America, dominated by the wealthier property-
owning settlers, achieved something close to self-government. Colonists came to re-
gard such autonomy as a birthright and part of their English heritage. Thus, until the
mud-eighteenth century, almost no one in the colonies thought of breaking away from
England because participation in the British Empire provided many advantages—
protection in war, access to British markets, and confirmation of their continuing
identity as “Englishmen”—and few drawbacks.

There were, however, real differences between Englishmen in England and those
in the North American colonies. Within the colonies, English settlers had developed
societies described by a leading historian as “the most radical in the contemporary
Western world.” Certainly class distinctions were real and visible, and a small class of
wealthy “gentlemen”— the Adamses, Washingtons, Jeffersons, and Hancocks—wore
powdered wigs, imitated the latest European styles, were prominent in political life, and
were generally accorded deference by ordinary people. But the ready availability of land
following the dispossession of Native Americans, the scarcity of people, and the ab-
sence of both a titled nobility and a single established church meant that social life was
far more open than in Europe. No legal distinctions differentiated clergy, aristocracy
and commoners, as they did in France. All free men enjoyed the same status before the

. e with France drained its treasury and ran up its national debt. Br-ﬂ;

-y ginning in the 1760s,looked to America to make good these los?fe'

eglectful oversight of the colonies, Britain began to act like 2 ge_nuu:lt
posing a variety of new taxes and tariffs on the colonies o

; 1gmg
- Y WeEre not represented ; iti . ent. By challe!
their economjc P d in the British Parlia )

N . ' : idell‘
‘nterests, their established traditions of local autonomy, and thell

en,such ' Armed wil
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1€ 1deas of the Enlig|

imperial power ;

furiated many of the colonists. .
. 1
tenment—popular sovereignty, natural rights, the conse!
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gNmed.---they went to war, and by 1781 they had prevailed, with considerable ai
rom the French, who were only too pleased to harm the interests of their i3riti :; : "
What Was revolutionary about the American experience was not so msul ;1“’::&
‘self but the kind of society that had already emerged within thecc ; j
dence from Britain was not accompanied by any \;holesale social tr(;:n(::
formation. Rather the revolution accelerated the established democratic tendencies

ofthe colonial societies. Political authority remained largely in the hands of existing

clites who had led the revolution, although property requirements for voting were
ered and more white men of modest means, such as small farmers and urban ar-

Jow
sans, were elected to state legislatures.

This widening of political participation gradually eroded the power of tradi-
men or people of color shared in these gains. Land was

donal gentlemen, but no wo
in the case of pro-British loyalists who had fled

1ot seized from its Owners, except 1n
the country. Although slavery was gradually abolished in the northern states, where
1 counted for little, 1t remained firmly entrenched in the southern states, where 1t

ounted for much. Chief Justice John Marshall later gave voice to this conservative
understanding of the American R evolution: “All contracts and rights, respecting prop-
erty, remained unchanged by the R evolution.””* In the century that followed 1nde-
pendence, the United States did become the world’s most democratic country, but
¢ was less the direct product of the revolution and more the gradual working outina

eformist fashion of earlier practices and the principles of equality announced in the

Declaration of Independence.

Nonetheless, many American patriots fe
aew order for the ages.” James Madison in the Fe
“We pursued a new and more noble course ...and accomplished a revolution that has

no parallel in the annals of human society.” Supporters abroad agreed. On the eve of the

French R evolution, a Paris newspaper proclaimed that the United States was “the hope

nd model of the human race.””> In both cases, they were referring primarily to the po-
n Revolution, after all, niti-

hncal ideas and practices of the new country. The America
pires. The “right to revolu-

dted the political dismantling of Europe’s New World em | .
ton,"proclaimed in the Declaration of Independence .nd made effective only 1n a great

struggle, inspired revolutionaries and nationalists from Simon Bolivar in nineteenth-
century Latin America to Ho Chi Minh 1n mentieth-centuryVIetnam. Moreover, the

new USS. Constitution— with its Bill of Rights, checks and balances, separatl
church and state, and federalism —was one of the first sustaine

d efforts to put the po-
htcal ideas of the Enlightenment into practice. That document, and the ideas that 1t
‘Mbraced, echoed repeatedly in the political upheavals of the century that follo

revoluion
016s. Indepen

It passionately that they were creating “'a
deralist Papers made the point clearly:

wed.

The French Revolution, 1789—1815

?7(;: ‘:'l(:}:n the .drama of the Atlantic revolutions tO(?k
brosd SoflJ:'gh it was clo§ely connected to Act One 1
Ome f; = had.PTOVIded assistance to the American ¢

ull of republican enthusiasm. Thomas Jefferson, the U.S.

place 1n France, beginning 1n
North America.Thousands of
olonists and now returne

ambassador 1n Paris,
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M Comparison
How did the French Revo-

\ution differ from the
American Revolution?
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reported that France “has been awakened by our revolution."(’.M‘ortf immt‘C%iate]y,
the French government, which had generously :ude‘d the Americans in an effy,, fi
undermine its British rivals, was teetering on the brink of ban1kruptcy and had long
sought reforms that would modernize the tax syst.efn and make. 1t. more equitab)e
In a desperate effort to raise taxes against the opposmon.of the prlvﬂegctd classes, the
French king, Louis XVI, had called into session an ancient representative body, the
Estates General. It consisted of male representatives of the three “estates” or legal or-
ders, of prerevolutionary France: the clergy, the nobility, and the commoners, The
first two estates comprised about 2 percent of the population, and the third estate
included everyone else.When that body convened in 1789, representatives of the third
estate soon organized themselves as the National Assembly, claiming the sole authority
to make laws for the country. A few weeks later they drew up the Declaration of the
Rights of Man and Citizen, which forthrightly declared that “men are bors and re-
main free and equal in rights.” These actions, unprecedented and illegal in the angien
régime (the old regime), launched the French R evolution and radicalized many of the
participants in the National Assembly.

That revolution was quite different from its North American predecessor. Whereas
the American Revolution expressed the tensions of a colonial relationship with a
distant imperial power, the French insurrection was driven by sharp conflicts within
French society. Members of the titled nobility — privileged, prestigious, and wealthy—
resented and resisted the monarchy’s efforts to subject them to new taxes. Educated
middle-class men such as doctors, lawyers, lower-level offi
growing in numbers and sometimes in wealth and w
privileges of the aristocracy, from which

and women, many of whose incomes had
hard-hit in the late 1780s

cials, and merchants were
ere offended by the remaining
they were excluded. Ordinary urban men
declined for a generation, were particularly

by the rapidly rising price of bread and widespread unem-
ployment. Peasants in the countryside, though largely free of serfdom, were subject t0

a variety of hated dues imposed by their landlords, taxes from the state, obligations
to the Church, and the requirement to work without pay on public roads. As Enlight-
enment 1deas penetrated French society, more and more people, mostly in the third
estate but including some priests and nobles, found a language with which to artict-
late these grievances. The famous French writer Jean-Jacques R ousseau had told them
that it was “manifestly contrary to the law of nature . .. that a handful of peopk

- e . . o wan!
should gorge themselves with superfluities while the hungry multitude goes in W
of necessities ’

These social conflicts gave the o
years, a much more violent, far-r
counterpart. It was a profound so
d China in the twen
tion. Initial effores 1o establish

among the clasgeg gave way to n
€ign opposition Produced a fear

cess, urban crowds organized ins

French Revolution, especially during its first fi

. ‘ ' rlCJ"
eaching, and radical character than its Ame

cial upheaval, more comparable to the revolt

. ) : .rolll"
tieth century than to the earlier American Re}

. mony
4 constitutional monarchy and promote h“{ for-
an¢

rop
el

1ore radical measures, as internal resistance
. . ¢

that the revolution might be overturned. In thg,

urrections. Some peasants attacked the castles 0



jords, burning the documents that recorded their
ques and payments. The National Assembly de-
qeed the end of all legal privileges and ended what
emained of feudalism in France. Even slavery was
Jbolshed, albe1t briefly. Church lands were sold to
e revenue, and priests were put under govern-

ral
ment authority.
n 1793, King Louis XVI and his queen,

Marie Antoinette, Were executed, an act of regi-
ade that shocked traditionalists all across Europe
;nd marked a new stage in revolutionary violence.
What followed was the Terror of 1793—1794.
Under the leadership of Maximilien Robespierre
ROHBS-pee-air) and his Committee of Public
Safety, tens of thousands deemed enemies of the
ewolution lost their lives on the guillotine. Shortly
hereafter, Robespierre himself was arrested and
aullotined, accused of leading France into tyranny
ad dictatorship. “The revolution,” remarked one
of s victims, “was devouring its own children.”
Accompanying attacks on the old order were
efforts to create a wholly new society, symbolized
by 2 new calendar with the Year 1 1n 1792, mark-
nga fresh start for France. Unlike the Americans,
who sought to restore or build on earlier freedoms,
French revolutionaries perceived themselves to be
suring from scratch and looked to the future. FOr The Execution of Robespierre |
the first time in its history, the country became a The beheading of the rahdlcal'llfatdnec: lf::rizzizr;eéc\::\; 'zsgnm;n;z:;?if:l&?:l ‘
E{i%%ghazdvf;;ﬂy pas.sed universal male st H'rage_, L:C;zlsci:dgso?’tﬁ?lfrr:rfgr: Rij’s;u?ic'm .;nd the end of its most violent phase.
cver lmplemented. The O]d ad (Musée de |3 Revolution Francaise, Vizille, France/ Bndgeman Art Library)

Tnstrative system was rationalized into eighty-

biee territorial departments, each with a new namic. As revolutionary France pre-
Pared for war against its threatened and threatening neighbors, it created the world’s
IL%‘ army, with some 800,000 men, and all adult male
by officers from the middle and even lower classes, this
rtPrrsenu'ng the naton.

-rm[:(;:';“_ of gender r'oles, the French a*
4 aise the question of female political equa
"Maan Revolution had done. Partly this was because French women were a

he .

i ' in the famous storm-

Mjorevents of the revolution. In July 1789 they took part l.
hat had come to symbolize

JQ Of

¢ the B , : d

! aSUHC. d large fortress, prlson, and armory L 1s1an women es
arils ’ 2

™
* Oppr .
mtf Pszswe old regime. In October of that year, some 7 Jles, stormed through
4 ailles, stortl
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the royal apartments searching for the despised Queen Marie Antoinette, and forceg
the royal family to return with them to Pars.

Backed by a few male supporters, women also made serious political demang
They signed petitions detailing their complaints: lack of education, male competitjgp,
in female trades, the prevalence of prostitution, the rapidly rising price of bread ang
soap. One petition, reflecting the intersection of class and gender, referred to womep
as the “Third Estate of the Third Estate.” Another demanded the right to bear arms i
defense of the revolution. Over sixty women’s clubs were established throughout the
country. A small group called the Cercle Social (Social Circle) campaigned for woimnen’s
rights, noting that “the laws favor men at the expense of women, because everywhere
power is in your hands.”® The French playwright and journalist Olympe de Gouges
appropriated the language of the Declaration of Rights to insist that “woman is born
free and lives equal to man in her rights.”

But the assertion of French women in the early years of the revolution secmed
wildly inappropriate and threatening to most men, uniting conservatives and revolu-
tionaries alike in defense of male privileges. And so in late 1793, the country’s all-
male legislative body voted to ban all women’s clubs. “Women are ill-suited for ele-
vated thoughts and serious meditation,” declared one of the male representatives.“A
woman should not leave her family to meddle in affairs of government.” Here was a
conception of gender that defined masculinity in terms of exercising political power.
Women who aspired to do so were, in the words of one revolutionary orator, “de-
natured viragos” (domineering women), in short not really women at all.” Thus French
revolutionaries were distinctly unwilling to offer any political rights to women, even
though they had eliminated class restrictions, at least in theory; granted religious
freedom to Jews and Protestants; and abolished slavery. Nonetheless, according to
leading historian, “the French Revolution, more than any other event of its time,
opened up the question of women’s rights for consideration” and thus laid the foun-
dations for modern feminism.'"

If not in terms of gender, the immediate impact of the revolution was felt in many
other ways. Streets got new names; monuments to the royal family were destroyf.:di
titles vanished; people referred to one another as “citizen so-and-so.” Real politics
in the public sphere emerged for the first time as many people joined political clubs,
took part in marches and demonstrations, served on local committees, and ran for
public office. Ordinary men and women, who had identified primarily with their lo-
cal communities, now began to think of themselves as belonging to a nation. The St
replaced the Catholic Church as the place for registering births, marriages, and deaths,
and revolutionary festivals substituted for church holidays.

More radical revolutionary leaders deliberately sought to convey a sense¢ of new
beginnings and endless possibilities. A Festival of Unity held in 1793 to mark the ﬁFSt
anmversary of the end of monarchy burned the crowns and scepters of the royal family
in a huge bonfire while releasing a cloud of 3,000 white doves. The Cathedral Of Notfi
Dame was temporarily turned into the Temple of Reason, while the “Hymn t0 leem’r
combined traditional church music with the explicit message of the Enlightenmeé™™
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ench Revolution spawned a French empire, under Napo
“"e and served to spread the principles of the revolution

leon’s leadership, that

Oh Liberty, sacred Liberty
Goddess of an enlightened people

Rule today within these walls.

Through you this temple is purified. .
Liberry! Before you reason chases out deception,

Error flees, fanaticism is beaten down.
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B Comparison

What was distinctive about
the Haitian Revolution,
both in world history gen-
erally and in the history
of Atlantic revolutions?
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Elsewhere too the French Revolution evoked images of starting over.Witnessjng
that revolution in 1790, the young William Wordsworth, later.a fflmous.British romap.
tic poet, imagined “human nature seeming born again.” “Bliss 1t was in that dawy, o
be alive.” he wrote. “But to be young was very heaven.”

The French Revolution differed from the American Revolution also in the Way
its influence spread. At least undl the United States became a world power at the
end of the nineteenth century, what inspired others was primarily the example of
its revolution and its constitution. French influence, by contrast, spread through cop.
quest, largely under the leadership of Napoleon Bonaparte (r. 1799-1814). A highly
successful general who seized power in 1799, Napoleon is often credited with tap-
ing the revolution in the face of growing disenchantment with its mo-¢ radicl
features and with the social conflicts it generated. He preserved many o: its more
moderate elements, such as civil equality, a secular law code, religious freedom, and
promotion by merit, while reconciling with the Catholic Church and suppress-
ing the revolution’s more democratic elements in a military dictatorship. In short,
Napoleon kept the revolution’s emphasis on social equality for men but dispensed
with hiberty.

Like many of the revolution’s ardent supporters, Napoleon was intent on spread-
ing its benefits far and wide. In a series of brilliant military campaigns, his forces sub-
dued most of Europe, thus creating the continent’s largest empire since the days of the
Romans (see Map 16.2, p. 545). Within that empire, Napoleon imposed such revolu-
tionary practices as ending feudalism, proclaiming equality of rights, insisting on reli
gious toleration, codifying the laws, and rationalizing government administration. In
many places, these reforms were welcomed, and seeds of further change were planted.
But French domination was also resented and resisted, stimulating national conscious-
ness throughout Europe. That too was a seed that bore fruit in the century that fol-
lowed. More immediately, national resistance, particularly from Russia and Britan,
brought down Napoleon and his amazing empire by 1815 and marked an end to the
era of the French Revolution, though not to the potency of its i1deas.

The Haitian Revolution, 1 791—1804

Nowhere did the example of the French Revolution echo more loudly than in the
French Caribbean colony of Saint Domingue, later renamed Haiti (see Map 16.3
P. 549)-Widely regarded as the richest colony in the world, Saint Domingue boastt’d.
8,000 plantations, which in the late eighteenth century produced some 40 percent ol
the world’s sugar and perhaps half of its coffee. A slave labor force of about §00.0%
people made up the vast majority of the colony’s population. Whites numbere

about 40,000, sharply divided between very well-to-do plantation owner. met
chants, and lawyers and those known as petits blancs (peh-TEE blahnk), of Pom‘
whites. A third socia] group consisted of some 30,000 gens de conleur libres (free pecp”
of color), many of them of mixed-race background. Saint Domingue was a colont?
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ociety very different from the New England colo-
s Of €ven the southern colonies of British North
orica. Given 1ts enormous inequaliaes and its ram-
loitation, this Caribbean colony was primed

Am

P:m( exp

or explosion.
n such a volatle setting, the ideas and example of

the French R evolution lit several fuses and set in mo-
sona spiral of violence that engulfed the colony for
more than a decade. The principles of the revolution,
Lowever, meant different things to different people.
To the grands blancs— the rich white landowners—
1 suggested greater autononiy for the colony and
fewer economic restrictions on trade, but they re-
ented the demands of the petits blancs, who sought
equality of citizenship for all whites. Both white
groups were adamantly opposed to the insistence of
free people of color that the “rights of man” meant
equal treatment for all free people regardless of race.
To the slaves, the promise of the French Revolution
was 2 personal freedom that challenged the entire
dave labor system. In a massive revolt beginning 1n
1791, triggered by rumors that the French king had
dready declared an end to slavery, slaves burned 1,000
rhntations and killed hundreds of whites as well as
mixed-race people.
Soon warring factions of slaves, whites, and free  fabilinuiai

people of color battled one another. Spanish and Brit-  Wraal doorhet leger
sh forces, seeking to enlarge their own empires at the

®pense of the French, only added to the turmoil. |
Amud the confusion, brutality, and massacres of the 1790s, power gravit

the slaves, now led by the astute Toussaint Louverture, himself a former slave. He and
b successor overcame internal resistance, outmaneuvered the foreign powers, and

“en defeated an attempt by Napoleon to reestablish French control..

When the dust settled in the early years of the nineteenth century, it was clea.r that
“Mething remarkable and unprecedented had taken place, 2 “evolution unique in the
Mantic world and in world history. Socially, the last had become first. In th-e only
mpletely successful slave revolt in world history,"the lowest order of the society —
WS —became equal, free, and independent citizens.””‘ Politicaﬂy. tbey had thro.wn
"French colonial rule, becoming the second independent rc'pub.llc in the Americas
"the firg non-European state to emerge from Western coloniahsn’l: They renamed
” ‘ountry “Haiti,” a term meaning “mountainous” or“ruggcd' in the language

of e : ~
. >fginal Taino people. It was a symbolic break with Europe¢ and represented

\ hus

ated toward

- ‘ .
dor zwarten g«-nomon van de wreedheden,

 door de Frauichen aangc&uu :

The Haitian Revolution

This early-nineteenth-century
engraving, entitled Revenge
Taken by the Black Army,
shows black Haitian soldiers
hanging a large number of
French soldiers, thus illus-
trating both the violence and
the racial dimension of the
upheaval in Haiti. (Schomburg
Center, NYPL/Art Resource, NY)
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B Connection

How were the Spanish
American revolutions
shaped by the American,
French, and Haitian revp-

lutions that happened
earlier?

-191
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an effort to connect with the long-deceased native inhabitan.ts of the land Some,yp
fact, referred to themselves as “Incas.” At the fc?rmal declaration of H,am S indepep.
dence on January 1, 1804, Jean-Jacques Dessa.lmeS, T S Snntory head of
state, declared: “I have given the French cannibals blood for blood; I have avengeq
America."" In defining all Haitian citizens as “black” and legally equ.al regardlegs of
color or class, Haiti directly confronted elite preferences for lighter skin even 4 they
disallowed citizenship for most whites. Economically, the country’s plantation system.
oriented wholly toward the export of sugar and coffee, had been largely destroyed
As whites fled or were killed, both private and state lands were redistributed among
former slaves and free blacks, and Haiti became a nation of small-scale farirers pro-
ducing mostly for their own needs, with a much smaller export sector.

The destructiveness of the Haitian Revolution, its bitter internal divisions of race
and class, and continuing external opposition contributed much to Haiti: abiding
poverty as well as to its authoritarian and unstable politics. So too did the enormous
“independence debt” that the French forced on the fledgling republic in 1524, 2 -
nancial burden that endured for well over 2 century (see p. $35).“Freedom" in Han
came to mean primarily the end of slavery rather than the establishment ot polincal
rights for all. In the early nineteenth century, however, Haiti was a source of enormous
hope and of great fear. Within weeks of the Haitian slave uprising in 1791. Jamaican
slaves had composed songs in its honor, and it was not long before slave owners in the
Caribbean and North America observed a new “insolence” in their slaves. Certanly
1ts example inspired other slave rebellions, gave a boost to the dawning abohuont
movement, and has been a source of pride for people of African descent ever since.

To whites throughout the hemisphere, the cautionary saying “R emember Hain"
reflected a sense of horror at what had occurred there and a determination not 0
allow political change to reproduce that fearful outcome again. Particularly in Laan
America, it injected a deep caution and social conservatism in the elites that led their
countries to independence in the early nineteenth century. Ironically, though, the
Haitian Revolution also led to 2 temporary expansion of slavery elsewhere. Cuban
plantations and their slave workers considerably increased their production of sugaf
as that of Haiti declined. Moreover, Napoleon’s defeat in Haiti persuaded him to sel
to the United States the French territories known as the Louisiana Purchase, from
which a number of “slave states” were carved out. Nor did the example of Hut lead
to successful independence struggles in the rest of the thirty or so Caribbean colomé
Unlike mainland North and South America, Caribbean decolonization had to awa

. . . T V
the twentieth century. In such contradictory ways did the echoes of the Hainan Re?
lution reverberate in the Atlantic world.

Spanish American Revolutions, 1810-1825

The final act in 3 half centu

Spanish and Portuguese col
revolutions were shaped by

| | n the
ry of Atlantic revolutionary upheaval took place l.l;he“
onies of mainland Latin America (see Map 16.3) Haio
preceding events in North America, France, and
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Spanish colonies had been long gov-
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ind were more sharply divided by class.
In addition, whites throughout Latin
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America, violence was directed almost entirely against tl?e B}'ltlSh apd seldom spille
over into domestic disputes, except for some bloody s‘klrmxshes with loyalists. Eve
then, little lasting hostility occurred, and some 19yallsts were able to reenter Us
society after independence was achieved.. In Mexolco, by. contrast, the move towarg
independence began in 1810 in a peasant insurrection, drlven.by hunger for land 3
by high food prices and led successively by two priests, Miguel Hidalgo ang José
Morelos. Alarmed by the social radicalism of the Hidalgo-Morelos rebellion, Creole
landowners, with the support of the Church, raised an army and crushed the jpg;.
gency. Later that alliance of clergy and creole elites brought Mexico to a more .
cially controlled independence 1n 1821. Such violent conflict among Latin Americang

along lines of race, class, and ideology, accompanied the struggle against Spain in Mmany

places.
The entire independence movement in Latin America took place under the

shadow of a great fear—the dread of social rebellion from below —that had litde
counterpart in North America. The extensive violence of the French ancé Haitian
revolutions was a lesson to Latin American elites that political change could easly
get out of hand and was fraught with danger to themselves. An abortive rebellion of
Native Americans in Peru in the early 1780s, made in the name of the last Inca em-
peror, Tupac Amaru, as well as the Hidalgo-Morelos rebellion in Mexico, reminded
whites that they sat atop a potentially explosive society, most of whose mebers were
exploited and oppressed people of color.

And yet the creole sponsors of independence movements, both regional military
leaders such as Simén Bolivar and José de San Martin and their civilian counter-
parts, required the support of “the people,” or at least some of them, if they were to
prevail against Spanish forces. The answer to this dilemma was found in nativisn,
which cast all of those born in the Americas— creoles, Indians, mixed-race people.
free blacks—as Americanos, while the enemy was defined as those born in Spain 0f
Portugal."* This was no easy task, because many creole whites and mestizos saw then-
selves as Spanish and because great differences of race, culture, and wealth divided.
the Americanos. Nonetheless, nationalist leaders made efforts to mobilize people o
color into the struggle with promises of freedom, the end of legal restrictions, 3.nd
social advancement. Many of these leaders were genuine liberals, who had been It
fluenced by the ideals of the Enlightenment, the French Revolution, and Spanish
liberalism. In the long run, however, few of those promises were kept. Certainly the
lower classes, Native Americans, and slaves benefited little from independence.“The
imperial state was destroyed in Spanish America,” concluded one historian, “but e
lonial soclety was preserved.”15 h

Nor did women as a group gain much from the independence struggle. thous ]
they had Participated in it in various ways. Upper-class or wealthy women Qve anl
raiseq money for the cause and provided safe havens for revolutionary meen@‘- |,
Mexico, some women disguised themselves as men to join the struggle, while 7°
merous working-class and peasant women served as cooks and carriers of supp™®
In a “women’s brigade.” A considerable number of women were severely PUms"

plic‘S



helr disloyalty to the crown, with some forty-
r

suexecuted in CO) .
‘o ocial gains sttended these efforts. Argentine Gen-

R:]gn Martin sccorded national recognition to a
a ot -
| fwomen and modest improvement in edu-

umber © | e
onal opportunities for women appeared. But Latin

a0 |

C nen continued to be wholly excluded

American Wo! .
fom political life and remained under firm legal con-

7l of the men 10 their famulies.
A further difference 1n the Latin American situa-

on lay in the apparent impossibility of uniting the

arious Spanish colonies, despite several failed efforts
o do so. Thus no United States of Latin America

merged. Distances among the colonies and geo-
phic obstacles to effective communication were
cranly greater than in the eastern seaboard colo-
ues of North America, and their longer colonial ex-
enence had given rise to distinct and deeply rooted
rgional identities. Shortly before his death in 1830,
the“great liberator”” Bolivar, who so admired George
Wihington and had so ardently hoped for greater
uty, wrote in despair to a friend:“‘[Latin] America 1s

ugovernable. Those who serve the revolution plough
the sea '

The aftermath of independence in Latin America
irked a reversal in the earlier relationship of the two
American continents, The United States, which began
" history a5 the leftover “dregs” of the New World,
E:V lnc_reasingbr wealthy, industrialized, democratic,
i Mationally lnﬁuential, and generally stable, w?th
COlo?:;a:SOI exception of the Civil War. The Spanish
- ¢i1WhJCh took shape in the wealthiest areas aqd

¢ most sophisticated cultures of the Ameri-

1\"'cre = ik
Widely regarded as the more promising re-

Rlop
Rhnd’compared to the backwater reputation of En-

nc"lh
Ung

ombia.Yet, after independence,

North Amer ican territories. But in the nineteenth century, as newly
pc:ie'm tountries in both regions launched a new phase of their l.u'sto- |
tmg(:ﬁl:tm Al.nerica became relatively unlderdevelopcq, 1mp0\l/]erls]hed,
i mesnne"npohtlcal]y unstable, and dependent on fgrengn technology
ey (see Chapter 17, pp. $93—99). Begun 1n broadly similar
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Simon Bolivar
Among the heroic figures of Spanish American independence move-

ments, none was more significant than Simén Bollvar, shown here in a
moment of triumph entering his hometown of Caracas in present-day
Venezuela. But Bolivar was immensely disappointed in the outcomes of
independence as his dream of a unified South America perished amid

the rivalries of separate countries. (akg-images)

:

. Compare the North American,
' French, Haitian, and Spanish
' American revolutions. What are

¢ » the [ : revolutions oc- .
Med atn American and North American ' the most significant categories

ery dj o | o e e .
bljeqones ¥ different societies and gave rise to very different historical | of comparisorns?




552

B Change

What accounts for the end
of Atlantic slavery during
the nineteenth century?
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Echoes of Revolution

The repercussions of the Atlantic revolutions reverberated far beyond th.eif Qoinu of
origin and persisted long after those upheavals hac.i been c.()nquded. Brxtalfl s loss of
its North American colonies, for example, fueled its growing interest and intervey.
tions in Asia, contributing to British colonial rule in India and the Opium Wars i
China. Napoleon’s brief conquest of Egypt opened the way for a modernizing regime
to emerge in that ancient land and stimulated westernizing reforms in the Ottomap
Empire (see pp. 652—53). During the nineteenth century, the idea of a “constitution”
found advocates in Poland, Latin America, Spanish-ruled Philippines, China, the Q-
toman Empire, and British-governed India.

Within Europe, which was generally dominated by conservative governmens
following Napoleon'’s final defeat, smaller revolutionary eruptions occurre.i in 1830,
more widely in 1848, and in Paris in 1870. They expressed ideas of repuliiicanism,
greater social equality, and national liberation from foreign rule. Such ideas and so-
cial pressures pushed the major states of Western Europe, the United States, and Ar-
gentina to enlarge their voting publics, generally granting universal male suffrage by
1914. An abortive attempt to establish a constitutional regime even broke out in au-
tocratic Russia in 1825. It was led by military officers who had been influenced by
ideals of the Enlightenment and the French Revolution while campaigning in Eu-
rope against Napoleon. More generally, the American and French revolutions led
sympathetic elites in Central Europe and elsewhere to feel that they had fallen behind
that their countries were “sleeping.” As early as 1791, a Hungarian poet gave voice
to such sentiments: “O you still in the slave’s collar . ..And you too! Holy conse-
crated Kings .. . turn your eyes to Paris! Let France set out the fate of both king and
shackled slave”!’

Beyond these echoes of the Atlantic revolutions, three major movements arose ©0
challenge continuing patterns of oppression or exclusion. Abolitionists sought the end
of slavery; nationalists hoped to foster unity and independence from foreign rule; and
feminists challenged male dominance. Each of these movements bore the marks of the
Atlantic revolutions, and although they took root first in Europe and the Americd
each came to have a global significance in the centuries that followed.

The Abolition of Slavery

Ip little more than a century, from roughly 1780 to 1890, a remarkable transfor™
fion occurred in human affairs as slavery, widely practiced and little condemned $10¢°
the beginning of civilization, lost its legitimacy and was largely ended. In this amazifs
EPRNER, the ideas and practices of the Atlantic revolutions played an important e

. E'ﬂ‘ghte“ment thinkers in eighteenth-century Europe had become inCl’t?fismgl.y
critical of slavery 35 2 violation of the natural rights of every person, and the Pub'llfy
pronouncements of the American and French revolutions about liberty and equilt®
likewise focused attention on this obvious breach of those principles. To this seculf
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prslavery thinking was added an increasingly vociferous relio; j

it by Quakers and then Protestant evangelicals in Britain :;:gu;vmce" -
To them slavery was “repugnant to our religion” and a “crime in c}: i lfmted Staf‘elsé
What made these moral arguments more widely acceptable was djemg . O.fGOd',
hat, contrary to much earlier thinking, slavery was not essential for ec;gc;.owm'g -
zss. After all, England and New England were among the most pros e::));mc il
ofthe Western world in the early nineteenth century, and both werepb1se; :)englfo "
ubor. Slavery in this view was out of date, unnecessary in the new era ;)f indust::j
echnology and capitalism. Thus moral virtue and economic success were joined. It

W2s an attractive argument.

The actions of slaves themselves likewise hastened the end of slavery. The dra-
matically successful Haitian R evolution was followed by three major rebellions in the
Bntish West Indies, all of which were harshly crushed, in the early nineteenth century.
They demonstrated clearly that slaves were hardly “contented,” and the brutality with
which the revolts were suppressed appalled British public opinion. Growing numbers

of the British public came to believe that slavery was “not only morally wrong and
Abolitionism

economically inefficient, but also politically unwise.”” _ |
s i o e - : g This antislavery medallion
rious strands of thinking— secular, religious, economic, and political e commissioned in thelate

ame together in abolitionist movements, most powerfully 1n Britain, which brought  eighteenth century by English
gowing pressure on governments to close down the trade in slaves and then to ban Quakers, who were among
dave itself. In the 1 . | h ¢ ined wide support the earliest participants in the
ry f .In the late eighteenth century, sucii a movemen ga nec pp b ollGRIEL GBIERL IS
among middle- and working-class people in Britain. Its techniques included pam-  famous motto, “Am I not a

phlets with heartrending descriptions of slavery, numerous petitions to Parliament, ~ man and a brother,” reflected

Lawsu; both Enlightenment and
aWsuits, and boycotts of slave-produced sugar. F
leatured the testimony of Africans who had experienced the

hnd. In 1807, Britain forbade the sale of slaves within its empire and in 1834 eman-

apated those who remained enslaved. Over the next half century, other
ations followed suit, responding to growing international pressure,
Frtcularly from Britain, then the world’s leading economic and
Mitary power. British naval vessels patrolled the Atlantic,
mtcrc_ep[ed legal slave ships, and freed their human car=
,g: :r:: 2 small WCSt African settleme.nt Calle.d Freetowil,
e :“‘day Slerm Leone. Following th.Clt' indepen
~ & most Latin American countries ,bolished slavery
m;::()ifs;:s. Brazil, in 188.8, was the l.ast to do so, bring.:,j-
roug] ﬂt ) f_OUT centuries of Atlantic slavery to an;n n-
°Con0miy~smula‘r set of conditions— fear of rebe lgcé
¢ Russic inefficiency, and moral concerns-——-persuahu e
C“"ﬂtry i:l tsar (zahr) to free the many serfs of th?t t ﬁi i
dboye mhel%l’ although there 1t Of:curred by nha
¢ than from growing publlc pressure.
tOﬂo:: t?e W thi.s happened easily. Slave econonue
"sh well into the nineteenth century, and plil

requent public meetings dramatically Cheistian valiies of human

horrors of slavery first- equality. (The Art Archive at Art
Resource, NY)
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B Change

How did the end of slavery
affect the lives of the for-
mer slaves?
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vigorously resisted the onslaught of aboli.tionists. So .d.id slave tr:?ders. both Europe,,
and African, who together shipped millions of additional captives, mostly to Cub,
and Brazil, long after the trade had been declared illegal. Osei Bonsu, the powerfy
king of the West African state of Asante, was puzzled as to why the British woy4 i
longer buy his slaves. “If they think it bad now,” he asked a local British represent,.
tive in 1820, “why did they think it good before?”*’ Nowhere was the persistence
of slavery more evident and resistance to abolition more intense than in the oy
ern states of the United States. It was the only slaveholding society in which the ey
of slavery occurred through such a bitter, prolonged, and highly destructive civi] wy
(1861—1865).

The end of Atlantic slavery during the nineteenth century surely marked 2 major
and quite rapid turn in the world’s social history and in the moral thinking of hy-
mankind. Nonetheless, the outcomes of that process were often surprisirie and fi
from the expectations of abolitionists or the newly freed slaves. In most case- the eco-
nomic lives of the former slaves did not improve dramatically. Nowhere in the At-
lantic world, except Haiti, did a redistribution of land follow the end of «lavery. But
freedmen everywhere desperately sought economic autonomy on their own land, and
in parts of the Caribbean such as Jamaica, where unoccupied land was available, in-
dependent peasant agriculture proved possible for some. Elsewhere, as in the south-
ern United States, various forms of legally free but highly dependent labor, such
sharecropping, emerged to replace slavery and to provide low-paid and often n-
debted workers for planters. The understandable reluctance of former slaves to con-
tinue working in plantation agriculture created labor shortages and set in motion
huge new wave of global migration. Large numbers of indentured servants from In-
dia and China were imported into the Caribbean, Peru, South Africa, Hawaii, Malaya
and elsewhere to work in mines, on sugar plantations, and in construction project
There they often toiled in conditions not far removed from slavery itself.
| Newly freed people did not achieve anything close to political equality, except
in Haiti. White planters, farmers, and mine owners retained local authority 1n [h‘:
Caribbean. In the southern United States, a brief period of “radical reconstruction:
during which newly freed blacks did enjoy full political rights and some power ¥
followed by harsh segregation laws, denial of voting rights, a wave of lynching, and
a virulent racism that lasted well into the twentieth century. For most former slaves,
emancipation usually meant “nothing but freedom.”"*!

Unlike the situation in the Americas, the end of serfdom in Russia mmferred
to the [).Casan[s a considerable portion of the nobles’ land, but the need to pay for [,hls
land with “redemption dues” and the rapid growth of Russia’s rural POPU]QUO:
ensured that most peasants remained impoverished and politically volatile. In bt f
West and East Africa, the closing of the external slave trade decreased the pPric‘ ’
slaves and increased their use within African societies to produce the export crop’ [h J:
Fhe world conomy now sought. Thus, as Europeans imposed colonial rule oF Alr l;d
in the late nineteenth century, one of their justifications for doing so Was the 1€

! ; ery I
to emancipate enslaved Africans. Europeans proclaiming the need to end slavery
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, connent from which they had extracted slaves for more th

e an four centuries w
as
ey among the more 1ronic outcomes of the abolitionist process

In the Islamic world, where slavery had long been practiced and elaboratelv re
bted. the ﬁeeing of slaves, though not required, was strong]y recox1u11c;11ded aes}',l ::i:l;
of prety. Some ninete§nth-centllry Muslim authorities opposed slavery altogct‘her‘on
he groundS that 1t violated the Quran’s ideals of freedom and equality. But unlike
Furope and North America, the Islamic world generated no popular grassroots anti-

Javery movements. There slavery was outlawed gradually only in the twentieth cen-
ury under the pressure of international opinion.

Nations and Nationalism

In addinon to contributing to the end of slavery, the Atlantic revolutions also gave
new prominence to a relatively recent kind of human community— the nation. By
he end of the twentieth century, the 1dea that humankind was divided into separate
mnons, each with a distinct culture and territory and deserving an independent
polincal life, was so widespread as to seem natural and timeless. And yet for most of
human experience, states did not usually coincide with the culture of a particular
people, for all of the great empires and many smaller states governed culturally di-
wrse societies. Few people considered rule by foreigners itself a terrible offense be-
ause the most important identities and loyalties were local, limited to clan, village,
orregion, with only modest connection to the larger state or empire that governed
them. People might on occasion consider themselves part of larger religious commu-
uties (such as Christians or Muslims) or ethnolinguistic groupings such as Greek, Arab,
or Mayan, but such identities rarely provided the basis for enduring states.

All of that began to change during the era of Atlantic revolutions. Independence
Movements in both North and South America were made in the name of new na-
005 The French R evolution declared that sovereignty lay with “the people,”and its
eaders mobilized this people to defend the “Erench nation” against 1ts externa'l efae-
"es.In 1793, the revolutionary government of France declared a mass conscription

levée ey masse) with a stirring call to service:

Henceforth, until the enemies have been driven from the territory of the Repub-
hc,al] the French are in permanent requisition for army service. The y(.)l?ng l-n]en
shall go g battle; the married men shall forge arms and ransport ‘provmor?sc,it 1€
“omen shall make tents and clothes, and shall serve in the hos}')lta‘s; the chnl. ren
%all turn old linen into lint; the old men shall repair to the public places, to stimiti=

: I the ha-
late the courage of the warriors and preach the unity of the Republic and the
tred of kings, %2

. o.
o kkewise sti ‘ cpance in many parts of Europ
F s conquests likewise stimulated national resi

"opean 1ith one ,nother, but increasing
Nthe o states had long competed and foughtb\:t/;d -t o felt themselves

Ingte inha
0be g enth century, those states were mh. by ties of blood, culture, or
“ns of a nation, deeply bound to their fellows bY

555

B Explanation

What accounts for the
growth of nationalism as
a powerful political and
personal identity in the
nineteenth century?
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= — Momeiits in thet h of Nati nalism
5napshot Key Moments in the Growth of Natio

1776-1825 Independence of colonies in the Americas

1793
1800-1815  Wars of resistance 1o Napoleonic empire

Mass conscription to defend the French Revolution

1830 Greek independence from Ottoman Empire

1830, 1863  Polish insurrections against Russian rule
1842 Young Ireland movement begins
1846  First Ukrainian nationalist organizétioﬁ established
1848 Hungarian national uprising against Austrian Habsburg rule
1870, 1871  Unification of Italy and Germany - |
1880 Egyptian revolt against British and French imperialism

1885 Founding of Indian National Congress

1890s  Political Zionism emerges, seeking a homeland in Palestine for Jews

common experience, not simply common subjects of a ruling dynasty. It was a novel
form of political loyalty.

Europe’s modern transformation also facilitated nationalism, as older identities and
loyalties eroded. Science weakened the hold of religion on some. Migration to indus-
trial cities or abroad diminished allegiance to local communities. At the same time
printing and the publishing industry standardized a variety of dialects into a smaller
number of European languages, a process that allowed a growing reading public to
think of themselves as members of a2 common linguistic group or nation. All of this
encouraged political and cultural leaders to articulate an appealing idea of their par-
ticular nations and ensured 2 growing circle of people receptive to such ideas. Thus
the idea of the “nation” was constructed or even invented, but it was often imagined
and presented as a reawakening of older linguistic or cultural identities, and it certainly
drew on the songs, dances, folktales, historical experiences, and collective memories
of earlier cultures (see Map 16.4).

Whatever its precise origins, nationalism proved to be an infinitely flexible and
enormously powerful idea in nineteenth-century Europe and beyond. It inspired the
political unification of both Germany and Italy, gathering their previously fragmented
peoples into new states by 1871. It encouraged Greeks and Serbs to assert their It
dependence from the Ottoman Empire; Czechs and Hungarians to demand mor
autonomy within the Austrian Empire; Poles and Ukrainians to become more 8“‘“t
of their oppression within the Russian Empire; and the Irish to seek “home iulf
z.md separation from Great Britain. By the end of the nineteenth century,a small 210"
ISt movement, seeking a homeland in Palestine, had emerged among Europe’s I
quently persecuted Jews. Popular nationalism made the normal rivalry among Eure”
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Emplees SRS le had substantially reshaped the map of Europe,

":end of the nineteenth century, the national princip
;:';“”V nthe unification of Germany and Italy. HOWeVer.
“0man) remained, each with numerous subject PeopP

(Russian, Austro-Hungarian,

several major empires ‘
| independence.

les who likewise sought nationa

ive for colonies in As1a
stionalism generated

to act on behalf of
Jeir citizens through
ian authorities, for

W | Now
%rna.emmems throughout the Western world clam:;:c.i o
t . T e alties In
hog °18and deliberately sought to nstill national loy -
5, public rituals. the mass media, and military service. R uss




Nationalism in Poland

In the eighteenth century, Poland had been divided among Prussia, Austria, and Russia and disappeared
as a separate and independent state. Polish nationalism found expression in the nineteenth centuryina
series of revolts, among which was a massive uprising in 1863, directed against Poland's Russian occupiers
This famous painting by Polish artist Jan Matejko shows a crowd of Polish prisoners awaiting transportation

to imprisonment in Siberia, while Russian military officers supervise a blacksmith, who fastens fetters ona
woman representing Poland. (Princes Czartoryski Foundation)

example,imposed the use of the Russian language, even in parts of the country wher
1t was not widely spoken. They succeeded, however. only in producing a greater awar-
ness of Ukrainian, Polish, and Finnish nationalism.

As 1t became more prominent in the nineteenth century, nationalism took on
variety of political ideologies. Some supporters of liberal democracy and represeit
tive government, as in France or the United States, saw nationalism, with 1ts t‘l“P_h.‘Lfl;
on “the people,” as an aid to their aspirations toward wider involvement in POhFIf‘l
life. Often called “civic nationalism,” such a view identified the nation witha P“‘rmu:
lar territory and maintained that people of various cultural backgrounds C(?}lld::'r
sunilate into the dominant culture, as in the process of “becoming American: ‘Ot 1“,
versions of nationalism, in Germany for example, sometimes defined the n;ltlo.'}‘1 ;
racial terms, which excluded those who did not share a common ancestry, 9"
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s, In the hands of conservatives, nationalism could be used to

i ferninism, for those movements only divided the n com®

Thus qationalism generated endless controversy because it provided no ¢l

o the questions of who belonged to the nation or who should speak f:) e'
Nor was nationalism limited to the Euro-American world in the ‘ninetre:n.ltl

ury.An “Egypt for the Egyptians” movement arose in the 1870s as British and Flr;?c]l;

at socialisim

mtcrvcntion in Egyptian affairs deepened. When Japan likewise confronted Euro-
pean aggression in the secpnd half of the nineteenth century, its long sense of itself as
, distinct culture was readily transformed into an assertive modern nationalism. Small
ups of Western-educated men in British-ruled India began to think of their enor-
nously diverse country as a single nation.The Indian National Congress, established
n 1885, gave expression to this idea. The notion of the Ottoman Empire as a Turkish
utonal state rather than a Muslim or dynastic empire took hold among a few

gro

I3

reople. By the end of the nineteenth century, some Chinese intellectuals began to
hink in terms of a Chinese nation beset both by a foreign ruling dynasty and by

medatory Europeans. Along the West African coast, the idea of an “African nation”

ared among a handful of freed slaves and missionary-educated men. Although
Egyptian and Japanese nationalism gained broad support, elsewhere in Asia and Af-
- such movements would have to wait until the twentieth century, when they ex-

tloded with enormous power on the stage of world history.

Feminist Beginnings

Athird echo of the Atlantic revolutions lay in the emergence of a feminist movement.
Athough scattered voices had earlier challenged patriarchy, never before had an or-
anized and substantial group of women called into question this most fundamental
adaccepted feature of all preindustrial civilizations—the subordination of women
amen. But in the century following the French Revolution, such a challenge took

bupe especially in Europe and North America. Then, n the twentieth cent.ury, cfl'em—
st thinking transformed ““‘the way in which women and men work, play, think, . ress,
i 123 : "

Yrship, vore, reproduce, make love and make war. How did this extraordinary

We‘f get launched in the nineteenth century?
Thinkers of the European Enlightenment had

U0, i 4 s intr1
% ncuding on occasion that of womens intr led for “the complete

dPiSIB"9)-The French writer Condorcet, for ¢Xamp ' T O;’ ights between
Mction of those prejudices that have established an inequality © rg

"t ey aq - <ilility of re-creating human
*Xes." The French Revolution then raised the poss:blh y

ey . - red in these events, and a few
¢ : ated 11
300 new foundations. Many womet particip

5teq ' f liberty and equality must 1n-
s ' ideals of hberty |
/ uccesstully, that the revolutionary oliion «imulated the writer

e . | rench R
n.In neighboring England, the F o i, one e
1n the exclusive judge,

din, .
M:;:”O”Stonecra& to pen her famous Vindication of 1 o
ey [T essions of a feminist consciousness. Who y

“kp « ' on:
1 woman partake with him of the gift of reas

challenged many ancient tradi-
nsic inferiority (se€ Chapter 15,

mple, €

\

ation along class or gender lines.

ar answer
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M Significance
What were the achieve-
ments and limitations
of nineteenth-century
feminism?
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Within the growing middle classes of industrializing societies, more womep, foung
both educational opportunities and some freedom from hous.ehold drudge,—y. Such
women increasingly took part in temperance movements, charities, abolitionisp, ng

missionary work, as well as socialist and pacifist organizations. Some of their workin,
olass sisters became active trade unionists. On both sides of the Atlantic, smy] num.

bers of these women began to develop a feminist consciousness that viewed won,, .
individuals with rights equal to those of men.** The first organized expression of this
new feminism took place at a women’s rights conference in Seneca Falls, NewYork
in 1848. At that meeting, Elizabeth Cady Stanton drafted a statement that began y
paraphrasing the Declaration of Independence: “We hold these truths to be |t
evident, that all men and women are created equal.”

From the beginning, feminism became a transatlantic movement in which Eyp.
pean and American women attended the same conferences, corresponded regularly,
and read one another’s work. Access to schools, universities, and the professions were
among their major concerns as growing numbers of women sought these previously
unavailable opportunities. The more radical among them refused to take their hus
bands’ surname or wore trousers under their skirts. Elizabeth Cady Stanton published
a Women's Bible, excising the parts she found offensive. As heirs to the French Revo-
lution, feminists ardently believed in progress and insisted that it must now includea
radical transformation of the position of women.

By the 1870s, feminist movements in the West were focusing primarily on the is-

sue of suffrage and were gaining a growing constituency. Now many ordinary middle-
class housewives and working-class mothers joined their better-educated sisters in
the movement. By 1914, some 100,000 women took part in French feminist organi-
zations, while the National American Woman Suffrage Association claimed 2 million
members. Most operated through peaceful protest and persuasion, but the British
Women’s Social and Political Union organized a campaign of violence that included
blowing up railroad stations, slashing works of art, and smashing department tore
windows. One British activist, Emily Davison, threw herself in front of the kings
horse during a race in Britain in 1913 and was trampled to death. By the beginning
of the twentieth century in the most highly industrialized countries of the West, the
women's movement had become a mass movement.

. ad
That movement had some effect. By 1900, upper- and middle-class wome™ h
: : . : ’ 1 [¢$
gained entrance to universities, though in small numbers, and women’s literacy ™ ]
WETE growing steadily. In the United States, a number of states passed legislatio”

) . ﬁon]
lowing women to manage and control their own property and wages, separat¢ "

: Ld - ’ .1
their husbands. Divorce laws were liberalized in some places. Profession? sui¢

medicine opened to a few, and teaching beckoned to many more. In Britain, Floreﬂ;i
Nightingale professionalized nursing and attracted thousands of women 11t It Whle
Jane Addams in the United States virtually invented social work, which also -

2 female-dominated profession. Progress was slower in the political domain; ln. 18(,),3'
New Zealand became the first country to give the vote to all adult woimet s




Women's Suffrage
t in the early nineteenth century had become by the

itat began as a few isolated voices of feminist protes

e qf the century @ mass movement in the United 5ta
imerican suffrage parade in 1912, is an illustration of that movement in action.

tes and Western Europe. Here, in a photograph of an
(The Granger Collection, New York)

d voting rights for women in national elections

d in France not until 1945.
movement prompted an unprece-
n society. In Henrik [bsen’s play

£in a loveless and oppressive
qudiences were riveted,
essed previously taboo
sts too found them-
distract from the

folowed in 1906. Elsewhere widesprea
were not achieved until after World War I an

Beyond these concrete accomplishments, the
dented discussion about the role of women 1n moder
A Doll’s House (1879), the heroine, Nora, finding hersel

Marriage, leaves both her husband an

:::uzjlil;y ik Oufrfalged.Writers, doctors, an s
elves g; PICS,mcludmg homosexuality and birth control. Sociali
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it provide ,dded energy to the work-

dlﬂs SO]j .
darity that Marxism proclaimed,
sis for women’s rights.
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o .
et,ook their stand on the modern id€3 of h
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s holy function of moth-
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Kartini, Feminism and Nationalism in Java

1e 1deas of the European En- R """""}* 1 dence, largely with Dutcl, friends m
T:ightenment and the Atlantic —— j the Netherlands, which lasted unty

revolutions resonated deeply in the g her death. B?’ Fhe time she
life of a remarkable young Javanese twenty, Kartini had acquired 4
woman named Kartini during the impressive Western educ ation and
late nineteenth century when her a network of relationships with
country was part of the Dutch prominent Europeans both in the
East Indies (now Indonesia).”® Born Netherlands and in Java,

in 1879 into a large aristocratic Java- From her letters, we icarn SOme-
nese family, young Kartini attended thing of Kartini’s thinking, In hght
a Dutch elementary school where of her exposure to Europeans and
she learned the Dutch language European thought, she found the
and observed the relative freedom absolute subordination ~t Javanese
of her European classmates, in women completely uricceptable,

sharp contrast to the constraints The seclusion of girls, the total sepa-
and ritualized interactions of her ration of the sexes, the absence of

own family. At the age of twelve, in educational opportuniies—all ths
keeping with Javanese Muslim cus- drove her almost to despair. “Are fine

¥ la o

Kartini (Royal Tropical Institute)

tom, Kartini was abruptly removed women of no use to civilization’"
from her school. For the next four years, she never left she asked. But it was the prospect of a traditional high-
her home. class Javanese marriage that she found most appalling. Her
Through her father, a high official in the Dutch colo-  husband would be “a stranger, an unknown man, whom
nial administration who much admired Western educa- my parents would choose for me . .. without my knowl-
tron, Kartini still had access to Dutch books, and later, she edge.” During the wedding ceremony, she would be ex-
Wwas tutored by several Europeans, including one woman pected to prostrate herself before the bridegroom and kis
with strong socialist and feminist leanings. She also read his feet as a sign of her future submission. Even then, she
widely on her own and began an extensive correspon- would be only one of several wives.“Do you understand

Not surprisingly, feminism provoked bitter opposition. Some academic and med-
cal experts argued that the strains of education and life in the world outside the hQ““
would cause serious reproductive damage and as a consequence depopulate the naoo"
Thus feminists were viewed as selfish, willing to sacrifice the family or even the nat®"
while pursuing their individual goals. Some saw suffragists, like Jews and socialst,?
“a foreign body in our national life.” Never before in any society had such a pssi”
ate and public debate about the position of women erupted. [t was a novel feature 0
Western historical experience in the aftermath of the Atlantic revolutions. |

Like nationalism, a concern with women’s rights spread beyond Western Europ*
and the United States, though less widely. An overtly feminist newspaper W& esrfl._
lished in Brazil in 1852, and an independent school for girls was founded 10 Mf“'f:
1N 1869. A handful of Japanese women and men, including the empres Haruk¢



, Dutch confidante, “the deep aversion

qarm age?

s equally outraged by particular features of

h colonial rule, espccially its racism. Conscious of
ship 1n 2 “despised brown race,” she deplored
wcreeping in the dust”’ before Europeans.
y were not supposed to speak Dutch
«“Dutch is too beautiful

1] masters, as if
» And yet, for Kartini, it

brown mouth.
and its universal Enlightenment
' as she put it, echo-

ality, fraternity,

ution — that would
both Dutch and Java-

b b

her mcmbt‘f

the need tor

anese gcnemll

.mth their colon
o be spoken by a
s Dutch education

“freedom, €qU

nlues-'
n of the French Revol

ng the sloga

he wrote.
Nonetheless, Kartini

onp culture —1ts art, music, an

y embraced much of her
d poetry; its regard for the

jud: s hospitality to the poor; its spiritual depth—and
be certainly did not seek to cransform Javanese 1nto “half-
furopeans.” But she did believe that “contact with another

awilizauon” and modern Europear education in particu-

irwould enable Javanese “to develop the fine qualities

hat are peculsar to their ce.” “Emancipation is 1n the air,”

he declared 1n early 1901.
Karani's fondest hope was to contribute to that eman-=

apanon by studying in the Netherlands and then opening
i«hool for gurls in Java. But these grand dreams were

openl

:;: l::s“;sl agout.rl.mrriage, family planning, and es
iy odernizing pr.o(:‘es.s after .1368, but.the S
i RgUWnlnen from _]mnmg pol‘m‘cal pa.rt.les or
Chug Clrcle;s}a' [he. most radical feminist activists oper
" Ching so'n‘argetmg th.e oppressive s
“Omen S;ren :tehmOdemlSts c‘amc? tn v
i thcrffOrebd ened the nation 1n 105 struggles
b Dyl Easteslerv.ed support. (Se€
"Eeypr, 1 ndies.) Huda Sharaw
. Pureturned to Cairo in 1923 s

ey
ler vej] 4
: i
Unple nto the sea, Many upper-

tate soon crac
even attending political meet-
ated within socialist or anar-

arist regime. Wichin the Islamic world and

lieve that educati
for develop
Portrait of Kartini, abo
i, founder of the first
m an international o
class Egyptian wonien soon

thwarted by opposition from her own fanuly, from Javanese
and from much of the Dutch colonial bureaucracy.
Java’s leading newspaper denounced her intentions as “out-
rageous,” and local gossip had it that she sumply wanted to
marry a European and become a Europeanmized woman.
A backup plan to study in the colonial capital of Batavia
likewise came to naught with a sudden announcement in
mid-1903 that her father had arranged for her to be mar-
ried to a much older and polygamous man of her social
class. Kartin1 was devastated. “My crown has fallen from

ad. My golden illusions of purity and chasaty lie
_Now I am nothing more¢ than all

officials,

my he

shattered in the dust. .

-
the rest. ¥

Despite Kartini’s feeling that she was “done with all
personal happiness,” she determined to make her marriage
1 model for the future, actually meeting her husband before
the wedding and extracting f-om him a written promise
that she could continue with her plans to create a school
for girls. But she soon became pregnant, and four days after
the birth of her son 1n 1904, she died at the age of twenty=
five. As her writings subsequently became known in Indo-
nesia, Kartinu came to be regarded as a pioneer of both
feminist and nationalist thinking, and a number of “Kartani

schools™ were established in her memory.

Kartini’s life shaped by living at

Question: In what ways was
and European worlds?

the intersection of Javanese

pecially education as the country

ked down firmly,

on and a higher status for
ment and independence
ve, for an example from
feminist organization

qference in Italy and
followed her
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Nowhere did nineteenth-century feminism have thoroughly revolutionary con
sequences. But as an outgrowth of the French and Industrial revolutions, i raise ;.
sues that echoed repeatedly and more loudly in the century that followed

“+—F Reflections: Revolutions Pro and Cop

Long after the dust had settled from the Atlantic upheavals, their legacies have contip.
ued to provoke controversy. Were these revolutions necessary? Did they really Promote
the freedoms that they advertised? Did their benefits outweigh their costs in blogd and
treasure?

To the people who made these revolutions, benefited from them, or subsequeng,
supported them, they represented an opening to new worlds of human possibilin‘;
while sweeping away old worlds of oppression, exploitation, and privilege. Moder
revolutionaries acted on the basis of Enlightenment ideas, believing that the stryc.
ture of human societies was not forever ordained by God or tradition and that it s
both possible and necessary to reconstruct those societies. They saw themselves as cor-
recting ancient and enduring injustices. To those who complained about the violence
of revolutions, supporters pointed to the violence that maintained the status quo and
the unwillingness of favored classes to accommodate changes that threatened those
unjust privileges. It was persistent injustice that made revolution necessary and per-
haps inevitable.

To their victims, critics, and opponents, revolutions appeared in a quite different
light. Conservatives generally viewed human societies, not as machines whose parts
could be easily rearranged, but as organisms that evolved slowly. Efforts at radical and
sudden change only invited disaster, as the unrestrained violence of the French Revo-
lution at its height demonstrated. The brutality and bitterness of the Haitian Revolu-
tion arguably contributed to the unhappy future of that country. Furthermore, critics
charged that revolutions were largely unnecessary since societies were in fact changing
France was becoming a modern society and feudalism was largely gone well before
the revolution exploded. Slavery was ended peacefully in many places, and democrati¢
reform proceeded gradually throughout the nineteenth century. Was this not a prefer-
able alternative to that of revolutionary upheaval?

Historians too struggle with the passions of revolution—both pro and con—%
they seek to understand the origins and consequences of these momentous even®
Were revolutions the product of misery, injustice, and oppression? Or did they reflec
the growing weakness of established authorities, the arrival of new ideas, or the P
ence of small groups of radical activists able to fan the little fires of ordinary disconte™
into revolutionary conflagrations? The outcomes of revolutions have been 2 C_On‘
tentious as their beginnings. Did the American Revolution enable the growth ° tlhf
United States as an economic and political “great power”? Did the Haitian RevO:
ton stimulate the later end of slavery elsewhere in the Atlantic world? Did the Fr.eﬂ -
Revolution and the threat of subsequent revolutions encourage the democmn;;m
forms that followed in the nineteenth century? Such questions have been cent



it understandlllg of the AFlantlc revolutions as well as to those that foll '
. China, and elsewhere in the twentieth century | RER
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