SEXUALITY

JEER RACISM: A powerful collection of racist policies th
- " a
nequity between -ace-sexualities and are substantiat t lead to
deas about raoe—sexualities_ ed by racist

QUEER ANTIRACISM: A powerful collection of antiracist policies tf

| S
lead 10 eqlmty hetween race-sexualities and are substanti i
antiracist ideas about race-sexualities e

ACIST. '(AND ' HOMOPHOBIC) POWET distinguishes  race-
cexualities, racial (or sexuality) groups at the intersection of
f‘ race and sexuality. Homosexuals are 2 sexuality. Latinx peo le
are a raF:e. Latinx homosexuals are 2 race-sexuality. A homophpo—
| bic policy produces inequities between heterosexuals and homo-
cexuals. A racist policy produces inequities between racial groups:
Queer racism produces inequities between race-sexualities.
produces 3 situation where 32 percent of children

being raised by Black male same-seX couples live in poverty, o=
pared to 14 percent of children being raised by White male same-
ised by Black heterosexuals,

13 percent of children ral
d by White heterosexuals. For chil-

Queer racism

sex couples,
and 7 percent of children raise

dren being raised by female same uple
arly s wide. These children of Black

the racial disparity is ne .
queer couples are more likely t© Jive in poverty becat
Jikely than Black heterosex4 nd White queet

parents are more
couples to be poor-
om racism.

Homophobia canno
sected for ages British physician
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ne the term “homosexual.” In hig first
o fag ‘ i |
ostion of sex—with the racial que

popularizl
on homosext

clicn t;
about the (qu 10ng tha

- He regarded hmnnsvxunlit‘y‘.as i c;mgcnital Physiol() .

. lity, just as he regarded u‘lmmn lty- a-t the time. E”igl(‘.a "
‘]\\fiﬂlll1(~1-.t‘f' criminology, Italian physician Cegyp, : saq%(l
¢ NT] e criminals are born, not bred, and that 0
t-\k:::rk.ul-c by nature criminals. n 1890, Ellis publisheq aeoé’]e of
mary of Lombroso’s w1-1t1ng§. . | Puly,
Ellis spent many years defer‘ldmg against the C”@Halization of
White homosexuality. Following r?CISt Sch(.)lars, Ellis ugeq Com
parative anatomy of women’s b'Odlf‘,“S to evidence the biologicai
differences between the sexualities. As regards the sexy,] Ogang
it seems possible,” Ellis wrote, “to speak more fleﬁnitively of in.
verted women than of inverted men.” At the time, racist physi.
cians were contrasting the “bound together” clitoris of "Aryan
American women” that “goes with higher civilization” ang the
“free” clitoris “in negresses” that goes with “highly domesticateg
animals.” Homophobic physicians were supposing that “inverteg”
lesbians “will in practically every instance disclose an abnorma]ly

th mbr()“
)i

aun

prominent clitoris,” wrote New York City prison doctor Perry
M. Lichtenstein. Racist ideas suggesting Black people are more
hypersexual than White people and homophobic ideas suggesting
queer people are more hypersexual than heterosexuals intersect to
produce the queer racism of the most hypersexual race-sexuality,
the Black queer. Their imagined biological stamp: the abnor-

mally prominent clitoris, which “is particularly so in colored
women,” Lichtenstein added.

WECKEA WAS MY best friend at Temple. We were both brown-

;kifr-med with- locs and hailed from prideful HBCUs. I usually
¢iriended laid-back and calm people like him. He usually be-

friended dari .
aring and silly people like .

e . me. We w ous
by nature, but Weck P e were both curi

met. He wanged €a was as inquisitive a person as I had ever
nted to know everything and damn near did. The
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g seemed O love as much as a good i,
i
o th ¢ a few years older than me, and it diq

e WA o
latlgh' o look uP to him intellectually, in the way |

e
or a.
f-iln and Yo le ir
Ka Y crived at Temple in the same cohort—eck
¢ v ¢
her student, Raena. We banded together

aare day when Raena and I ate lunch togethe

not take Jop

looked up to

a, myself,

nd anot
On a r withe

. ut

weckeds the two of us sat outside, near campus, probably delight-

| inthe warm accival of spring, probably in 2006. We both had

food before us. FIrst gOSSIp and small talk and then, out of no-

where: «you know Weckea is gay, right.” She barely looked up at

me as she said it. Her eyes focused as she gobbled food.

«No, I didn’t know that,” I said, my voice breaking.

«Well, it’s not a big deal he didn't tell you, right?”

“Right.” 1 looked away. Cars honked. People strolled by. An

;mbulance was coming. For me?

I glanced back at Raena, her chin tucked, eating. Wondering

why she'd told me this. I did not see 2 friendly face of concern as

[ twitched 1n my chair. T saw a blankness, if not a face of satisfac-

tion. Was she trying to break up my friendship with Weckea?
Neither of us had much to say after tbat. Mission accom;

plished on her part Weckea’s homosexuality ma_de seriz:), rjzn

thought about it. He had never spoken'about daFlng a ri-.

: d it up to his extreme p
When 1 asked, he deflected. 1’d chalke p

as pretty OF not O pretty.but
i conservatsm:

vacy. He would desCD® 0y chalked up €0

oqy Mmen. : sexX
5= ... urin d =
h;mlphcmnmlﬁ d g . CES, @ mOdel
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| e I'd joined at FAMU. But the gy Blag
ing troup better yet, the ones I thought were ) ey, i
troupe (Or’f, 1 feminine streak to them: the W§ y) had Whthe
tho'ught ,O‘ Jj ;ht‘ way they struggled to dap me u: ;{’ey m{,\?:'
thetr ImktulE’\,t,rything about my modeling trou;;e h,ey Dingii
friends. My modeling ended up bein}g)lI:ECd th
thing my friends joked on more t},1,3n My orange eye, Buet Onf,
thm;uht my orange eyes Were @Yy 100, o "
| assumed Black gay men p erformed femininity, | did ,
know that some gay me, like Weckea, pexjfo.rm masculiny ang
wctually prefer gay men who perform femininity for Partner |
did 1lo‘t know (and feminists like Kaila and Yaba were teachiy
me) about gender being an authentic perfoqnance; that the ways
women and men traditionally act are not tied to their biology.
that men can authentically perform femininity as effectively
women can authentically perform masculinity. Authenticaﬂy,
meaning they are not acting, as the transphobic idea assumes,
They are being who they are, defying society’s gender conven-
tions. I learned this, once and for all, through my other close
friendship at Temple, with a butch Black lesbian from Texas. I
talked about women with Monica in the way I could not with
Weckea. We were drawn to the same women. When we got to
Joking and relating our romantic experiences, my conversations
with Monica did not sound too different from my conversations
with my heterosexual male friends at FAMU.

196 *

my gaydar
gaydar of my

MY MIND TFJRNED to introspection. Why had Weckea not told
2]15 \S]/hybdldnt he feel comfortable sharing his sexuality with |
© Maybe he sensed my homophobia—in fact, he probably ?

heard it ip :

my rhetoric He |; ;

: : 1stened inten never
forget anyth; ng, tly. He seemed to

In subsequent
}'1}5 “gaydar,” point
lemple, By Wec
bia and taking the

years, Weckea prided himself on showing off

kmg Out to me closeted or down-low people at

I:gczl:irt‘qually adept at identifying homopho- i
»4lY precautions. He must have been pro- &
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1imst‘1 . nd our early friendship—fron, |, 7
rald s . _ .
tcgtillél* had choice: MY homophobia or my b tyr omophobi,
5 L = CS ’ '
oV ;¢ long. 1 chose Wecke: riend, | ¢
N(h-\\’t‘ poth f¢ ‘ 5 I Weckea and the beging, i
O » . ' - \* LY a 2 (P4 ¢ : & ””
{1 ’ ‘-'cnd-\hlp' | ¢ 1(})\( the be ginning of the rest of ?]v'hfnur
OI . s " > b 4 h l” . .l
(VIng gttt - 10111'0ph()b1;1 of my upbringing / m long
W agtobe s queer antiracist. g a lifelong
rivire ' . _
QueeT Jntiracism 15 equating all the race-sexualities. strivi
| 'S, Strving

ate the inequities between the race-sexualities. W
c 3, € can-

© olimin
ptiracist if we are hom : |

continue © «,ffirm that all Black lives matter,” as the co-f

of Black Lives Matter Opal Tometi, once said. All Bhg:]?(k:r
include those of poor transgender Black women per;m g‘t\fht?
most violated and oppressed of all the Black intersec,tional gliéu :
The averag® USS. life expectancy ofa transgender woman of co]F;r.
is thirty-five years. The racial violence they face, the transphobia
they face a5 they seek to live freely, 1s unfathomable. I started
learning about their freedom fight from the personal stories of
transgender activist Janet Mock. But I opened up to their fight on

that day I opened to saving my friendship with Weckea.
[ am a cisgendered Black heterosexual male—"“cisgender”

meaning My gender identity corresponds to my birth sex, in con-

crast to transgender people, whose gender identity does not cor-
i to understand

respond to their birth sex. To be queer antiracist 18
the privileges of my cisgender, of my masculinity, of my hetero-
sexuality, of their intersections. To be queer Jntiracist 15 to SErve
as an ally to cransgender people, © ntersex people; t© -meen, to
the non-gendereconforming, to homosex.uals, to their intersec
tions, meaning listening, ' i nd bemg
izing ideas, izl icy campaigns: bY

struggle for equal 0 i
i naer
Black tr.ansge itica] Jscendancy of queer

both religious—freedom laws an 2
e the right of u¢= people- cism—n0t the
Ophobia, racisnl, and a

states as
M. ~icr iS5 TO SCE hom
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Op
al "‘al
as unnaturdl.

TO 'llWilYS be there—Yaba and Kai]a .

( v Sty
ables near the entrance of G]adfelter tiy
v doctoral students Danielle and Sej

- with felloy
sometimes Wi ke break or |
.mnu“ ught these women on a smo unch bre, o
" ;] Cd
usually Cdils

ik from working together in Glgdfelter’s “OMputer |,

dinner brea : 1 o their doctorates in African Amerj(;an Studje .
They were tmlbhllflz - - beginning " Temp le. §,
nearing the end 0-1 Jnd Yaba were seated there——whenever they
Whenever Kai 1 air resence was unmistakable, Memoryh),
were ;m}w-here——t' “ar E ng. I could go to war with thep, at m
and unsettling and inspiring. lean'natadefndsnofBlag eo.
side. I learned from them the?t am iElaturictahag
ple if | am not sharply defending Black women, d their infl ATPly
defending queer Blacks. The two of them exerted their in nence
on our department’s events. When our department brought in
speakers for a public event, they came. When graduate students
shared their research at an event, they came. When there Was an
out-of-town Black studies conference, they came. When they
came, lets just say they ensured that when patriarchal ideas arose,
when homophobic ideas were put out there, when racist ideas
came and intersected, they would come for those ideas like pira-

nhas coming for thejr daily meal, | watched, stunned, in awe of
their intellectyy] attacks,

THEY SEEMED

“those t
qround one of the

g

cking my gender
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_; D‘”lgl;thfe depended on 1t My life did depeé(]lmb?rlé C
- Jike n o my gender racism, my queer rac don it |
do for Black women and que t

Black men and Black heterg
ning more—and then defey,

Sm. Byt h

er Blacke ‘

o lluk.s what | had been

c.ji uals, which Meant fifst
ng them Jike My herges

4 wiling
] oINg for
bt oIl lear

-
" They were the darkness that scared me. |

] want
- Jhenever I came oft the elevator, turpeqd i ed to rup away

- : corn
~ yaba and Kaila, whenever I approached the builfiri’nagnjnsgot}:ed
8 ey

- ere there. They warmly tossed smiles and .

] , greetings as [ walked
by not fast enough, forcing me to awkwardly toss th
sometimes they stopped me in small talk. Over tiﬁe thzml .
‘ join them in long talk, unnerving me the most. It is ’beststjoecthr;i:
lenge ourSf:lves b?z dragging ourselves before people who intimi-
date us with their brilliance and constructive criticism. I didn’t
think about that. I wanted to run away. They did not let me run
away, and I am grateful now because of it.

These women were everything they were not supposed to be,
in my patriarchal and homophobic mind. Queer people are run
by sex, not ideas. Queer people are abnormal. Feminists hate
men. Feminists want female supremacy. But

obviously liked me, a male. They were as ide
sexual as they were normal. They did not speak of women ru

' d
d queer equity and freedom an
men. They spoke of gender an a?ld g e

mutuality and ComplementaritY_ ing, they were harder
tacks knew no gender Of sexuality. e Raena. They
an women, They were harder on queer p

saw through her Jong before Weckea an

. cite them
to 1ncite t
No one¢ seemed‘ . WOME
» —really, patriarcha] White ¥ what they thought Ye4™
women < 1 can only jmagine d AlabamasU

, : . ech
ist Whate p%tﬂarc la Moor¢€ defend d been accused of pe'd(."

these Black feminists

ological as they were
ling
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time whe

L ited—even ¢t
i families were un hough We hyg
Sl
he said.

«Qur families were Strong, our counry, had 4. e,
. . W
This was long before We had so mzml?l/ ;fvomen pubhcly atg tL(m"'
11§ Wd ; Patri dck;
: »Too. Patriarchal wome 1
the women saymg #MeToo N, as 3 top, g

back then, like the term “homophObic }’]made
On]()

anee to me

no sense (¢ — b .
. Wy atriarchal, can be sexig; A
sexuals.” Only men can be p ’ Only hetey,

exuals can be homophobic. The radlcla)l. Bilrack queer feminism

those two women detached hom_oph(; 1C Irom hetefosexual, de.
tached sexist from men and f'emnmt rom WOH‘ICHT 1n the Way |
later detached racist from Whlt.e people and a'ntlraast ﬁ'om Blak
people. They had a problem W.lth homophobla, 0ot with heter,,
sexuals. They had a problem with patriarchy, not with men. Cry.
cially, their going after all homophobfes, 1o matter thc':lr. Sexuy]
identity, showed me that homophobic ideas ;'md pohqes ang
power were their fundamental problem. C_rucm'ﬂy, their going
after all patriarchs, no matter their gender identity, sh(?wed me
that patriarchal ideas and policies and powers were thell-' funda-
mental problem. They talked of queer people defending ho-
mophobia as powerfully as they talked about heterosem.mls
building a world for queer love. They talked of women defending
sexism as powerfully as men building a feminist world. Maybe
they had me in mind. Because they opened that feminist world to
me where queer love is wedded to heterosexual love, in harmony.
But this world scared me like they scared me. Opened by them, I

learned, though—and eventually I wanted to help them create
that new world

l'am forever grateful that the Black graduate-student discourse
was ruled by queer Black feminists instead of by patriarchal Black
male homophobes, They were my first role models of Black fem-
nism, of queer antiracism, of antiracist ferinism. They met my
homophobic patriarchy and forced me to meet him, too. Their
force forced me tq check his ass, as desperate as [ was to stay out
nftlf'xclw;Jy of their attacks, a desperation that transformed into 3
curiosity about Black feminism and queer theory itself, a cur1os-
ity that tr:_u/)sff)rmcd Into a desire to be a gender antiraci,st, to be 3 &
queer antiracist, ¢ ey fail Black people—all Black people. 4

e




