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but military personnel believe that the mission would
the soldier with his or her unit. Trauma during wartime is common, and what
would happen if all soldiers experiencing trauma were allowed to 80 home?
On the other hand, a central social work value is that of mnz..aﬁm_,:::m::l
Should the individual be allowed to decide when the trauma is severe Q:Ew:
that he or she should be allowed to leave the unit? Similarly, the value of the
preservation of life can cause a struggle. A primary function of a military social
worker is to help service members be healthy enough to stay with their unit
and be in harm’s way. This can go against the value of preserving life. But on
the other side, the military mission’s primary goal may be the preservation of
many lives. Confidentiality poses another ethical consideration for military so-
cial workers. A social worker must weigh the importance of keeping a soldier’s
concerns private with a commander’s need for the information. An individual's
mental health status can directly relate to his or her ability to perform during
battle, and can thus be important to unit safety (Simmons & Rycraft, 2010).
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Terrorism and other types of human-made and natural disasters can impact
social workers’ lives in much the same way they affect other people. Social
workers are at risk of being victims of terrorism or of natural disasters to the
same degree that other people are at risk. Social workers experience fear and
anger, as others do. When a disaster hits an area, how do social workers re-
spond as professionals rather than as members of the community who are
being affected by what is going on around them? If a social worker's home is
destroyed in a flood, how does he or she put the trauma aside, at least for a
while, to be fully present to address the needs of clients? ) .
Living in the post-9/11 world challenges social workers to examine :iq
personal values and ethics and how social work values and n.::nw fit into this
changing world (Ellis, 2006). Social work has taken a _nma.:._m role in help-
ing victims of the terrorist attacks and other human-made a_mmmwma. but what
about the perpetrators? This issue comes up in a number of social .Eo_,r prac-
tice areas, but it may be particularly acute when addressing something as large
and devastating as the 9/11 attacks. ) ) i
Since 9/11, there has been a good deal of discussion about vqo.:_Sm an
whether it is discrimination. Profiling involves giving added scrutiny S_n_ﬂ.q
tain populations on the basis of a group characteristic that they share. 0%3
the assailants on 9/11 were Muslim men from Middle Eastern countries. i
similar to theirs have become the faces of terrorism that many >Bm:81_”» MR.
Many law enforcement efforts, from airport screenings to general m_:ﬁm i
are now focused on members of this population. The NASW Code 0 -
notes the value that social workers should place on safety »:a._:a.v-m%_u it
of human life. Going from this, one could argue that ?om:.:m 1s mw% W&né
may have the effect of stopping another terrorist attack, thus EQSM_:mcm:B
and preserving human life. The Code of Ethics also S_rm about mﬂh__ Mddle
equality, and nondiscrimination. Although the 9/11 assailants wer:
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Eastern Muslim men, clearly the vast ma

ori i
are not terrorists and pose no threat. Is r mn"wawm_%mﬁnhwﬁn_a
cause some people like them are involved in terrorist .52:.% ~_v
fair, or is it discriminatory and racist? =l
Little research has been conducted on how social workers have d
to the 9/11 attacks and the threat of future terrorism. While waigi Ewwos -
formal research, some anecdotal information has n. i
in New York who has long been i

/ N N involved in traum

changes in attitudes, including

tude toward Arab-looking men post-9/11 and s i i
truggling with h

2006). Are there circumstances e

Muslim men
eople just be-
s that just and

¢ : ty if they are experiencing
Americans in the POost-9/11 United States?
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behavioral therapies

With societies’ propensity for conflict and war, stressful living conditions,
and periodic natural disasters, the need for prevention and intervention in
the areas of crisis, disasters, and trauma will be ongoing. Social workers will
face situations and clients with needs related to immediate crises or with the
lingering effects of earlier tr

aumatic events. The incidence of such needs cuts
across all areas of social work. Awareness of the signs of PTSD and secondary

traumatic stress, as well as understanding the sense of loss and powerlessness
that survivors feel, are necessary for all of today’s social workers.

eye movement desensitization and  secondary traumatic stress

reprocessing (EMDR) (p. 459) (STS) (p. 454)
ention (p. 462)

hazard prevention (p. 462)
mindfulness (p. 458)
preventive medicine (p. 462)
risk prevention (p. 462)

stress (p. 441)

trauma (p. 441)

trauma-informed practice (p. 440)
truth and reconciliation (p. 445)

tions for Discussion

1. Looking at natural and human-caused disasters around —:M_&.aom_ﬁ __n__“
clear that the magnitude of destruction of property and loss 0 3 “ 4” _”_ o:Ecc
greater in developing nations than it is in the United States. Why do y
think that is the case? 5

2. In this chapter, when discussing the war in m:&:.. the i.oa Mﬂﬂiﬂﬂ%ﬂm.
There is debate as to whether what happened in v:&.ﬂ is _M 23«“ B!

Given the situation that was described, what do you think’ :
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