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SPACE

SPACE RACISM: A powerful collection of racist policieg that |
resource inequity between racialized spaces or the eliming

eadto

thn Of
certain racialized spaces, which are substantiated by racjst

idEas
about racialized spaces.

SPACE ANTIRACISM: A powerful collection of antiracist poligies that
lead to racial equity between integrated and protected racializeq
Spaces, which are substantiated by antiracist ideas about racializeq
spaces.

E CALLED OUR African American studies space a Black

Space—it was, after all, governed primarily by Black bodies,

Black thoughts, Black cultures, and Black histories. Of
course, the spaces at Temple University governed primarily by
White bodies, White thoughts, White cultures, and White histo-
ries were not labeled White. They hid the Whiteness of their
spaces behind the veil of color blindness.

The most prominent person in our Black space at Temple had
been piercing this unspoken veil since 1970, when he first printed
the Journal of Black Studies. Molefi Kete Asante, who in 1980
Wogld publish the seminal work Aﬁocentrz’a‘ty, railed against as-
similationist ideas and called for Afrocentric Black people. There
were multiple ways of seeing the world, he argued. Byt too many
‘I‘Black people were “looking out” at the world from 3 European

center,” which was taken as the only point from whyjch to see the
World-——through European cultures masquerading a5 world cul-
tures, European religions masquerading as world religions, Euro-
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sction of European particiilay: £ as universal theories,
" coming intellecttlqul ]-u.ll'” 'S as universal is the first sr 1:hef
ur ' o Bl uggle” Professor A .
5 sante wrote, In
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1987, he established the nation first Afri

doctm’al program at Temple to Wagé A ‘irl(':m American studies
entt‘ft‘d twenty years later. e struggle, the program |

Asante’s right-hand woman i
Ama Mazama. A product of Gu;deoll;Ls: }?::;m?{].t W Professor
rorate 11 linguistics from La Sorbonne in P:aris r[ﬁ)u}}l‘cnt of a doc-
may have been more well-known outsid skt Viazan

i . ' e the United States. Not
minding, she en.]_oyed bO_ltlng the States to speak on her research
on the Afrocentric para.dlgm, African religion, Caribbean culture
and languages, and African American homeschooling. She loved
African traditions deep in her soul. That same soul hated to see
African people worshipping European traditions. “Negroes,” she
called them in disgust.

Professor Mazama spoke as softly as the African garb that
draped her petite body. I remember her publicly debating an ani-
mated Maulana Karenga, the founder of Kwanzaa, with the same
tranquility with which she spoke to her homeschooled children
Jfrerward. She taught me that the power of the spoken word is 1n
the power of the word spoken.

Professor Mazama gave criticism the way she received 1t: un-
flappably. She almost welcomed ideological divergence from the
people she held dear. We didn’t agree on everything, but we
shared a deep love of African people and scholarly combat. Pro-
fessor Mazama was as intellectually confident, fearless, and clear as
anyone I had ever met. [ asked her to be my dissertation adviser
and she obliged. I hoped at least few of her intellectual qualities
would rub off on me.

In my first course with Mazam
tention that objectivity was really “collective subje
concluded, “It is impossible to be objective.”

' It was the sort of simple idea that shifted my view
immediately. It made so much sense to me as | reca

g as worl( history,

asque 'heories gleaned

a, she lectured on Asante’s con-

ctivity.” She

of the world
lled the sub-



Low TO BE AN ANTIRACIST

168 *
o ['d made as an aspiring journg;
jective choices I'd m . pedeng 1 ist ap i
biectivity was dead, though, I ne 2 replacemgy, y o
obj , . ! r
my hand like an cighth-grader. ty
NYCS?“

“If we can't be objective, then what should we Strive
‘ "
She stared at me as she gathered her words. No¢ 2 oy ;
many words, it did not take long. |
“just tell the truth. That’s what we should strive to g, Tolg,

truth.”

AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES took up part of the eighth flo, of
Gladfelter Hall at Temple University, which stoically faced i
equally imposing twin, Anderson Hall. The two skyscrapers filleg
with middle-income White faculty and students loomed over
North Philadelphia blocks teeming with low-income Black peo-
ple. Temple’s poorly paid security guards required anyone enter-
ing Gladfelter Hall or other campus buildings to show their
university 1Ds to prevent those two worlds from meeting. Racist
Whites saw danger in the “ghetto” walking on campus. They
worried about safeguarding their White space inside North Phil-
adelphia’s Black space. But they could not understand why we

worried about safeguarding our Black space inside Temple’s
White space, They branded Black studies 2 “ghetto,” like my

neighborhood in Nogth Philadelphia, but insisted it was a ghetto
of our making.

neighborhood g . ¢ idea of the dangerous Black
. . j €roug 2 8 R 3
2’213:)’ glllsliadmg. For instance people :s:xst idea. And it is power-
ac i er ioma-
neighborhoods as crime-ridd:;vai from an: stigma
streets where you

N
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||t'lp,||l of violent crune in 1995
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bined costs of burglary and robbery to

« from white-collar crimes are balieved

entire Black llt'i;glll)t)rllf;c;:i-. as

qtigmuti'/c
but don't similarly con

pe $*7 0 Americans
and mortal violence
the dispr()pnrti()n;m' number of
hootings. And they don’t even
the daily violenc highways that deliver
suburbanitcs to their homes. [n 1986, during the
cke idemic, 3,380 more Americans died from alcohol-
hs than from homicides. None of this 1s to say

or Black spaces are more or less violent—this
ting a hierarchy. The point i that when we un-=
chain ourselves from the space racism that deracializes and nor-
nalizes and < elite White spaces; while doing the opposite
i good and bad, violence and nonvio-

¢ rich, Black or non-

s 0 : humlcidc
Whi ' hborhoods to

-e that anfolds on the

e deat

, no matter how poor ©
f the conjoined twins.

Black. No matter the effect ©
st power racializes

Just as racist pOWeT racializes people, raci

space. The ghetto. The inner city. The third world. A space is
acilized when a racial group 1s known to either gOVert the space
in the space. A Black space, for

or make up the clear majority
x;t::ecgl;ililther a space pUthIY rt.ln by Blac%k.people ora sp.ace
Overresource P\);/C})f‘)le stand in the majority. Policies of space racx‘sm
deas of space ¢ o spacies and underx-“esour.ce non-White spaces
“cial hierarch ac;sm Jusu_fy. resource inequity through creatins a
¥rading non-&/ﬁ- space, lifting up White spaces a8 h.eaven,

1te spaces as hell. “We have a situation where W€
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have our inner cities, Atrican A‘l'mq-i('n.ns, Hi“l’ill1icg, -_
hell. because ith s d.'mgvr(?lls, candidate Donglq T
during prvsid(‘nli.ll debate m' 2()1.(). h.} an Oy Offic, :
o 5018 about Black and Latinx Immigrants, P]‘(’.‘Sidcnt ],](‘"‘tmg
wked: “Why are we having all these people from Shithole Crump
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tries come here?

- 2 ,
AFTER EXITING THE elevator onto Gladfelters eighth, floor, 1,

one could miss the glassed-in classroom known as the fishboy
Inside the glass walls often sat, in a circle, a motley bupc}, ok
mostly Black fish—many of whom had swum into Philadelpp;, -

tfrom historically Black colleges and universities and were stij]
soaked in school pride. One day before class, a Jackson State alum

had the audacity to announce the Sonic Boom as the best march-

ing band in the land. He looked at me. I fell out laughing, 3 deep
and long and booming laugh that said everything I needed to say.
Almost all of us were boosting our school bands and academic
feats and homecomings and histories and alumni. Even Ali from
Fisk University. “There are more PhDs,” Ali declared one day,
“walking around who went to Fisk for undergrad than any other
HBCU"” We all knew Fisk used to be illustrious, but these days
small private HBCU like Fisk were hemorrhaging students and
revenue and donations and respect. “This is 2006, not 1906!”
someone blurted. “All of Fisk’s doctorates could easily fit in this
fishbowl,” someone shouted. “What y’all got, two hundred stu-
dents right now?”

Jokes aside, I respected Ali’s pride in Fisk and all my classmates’

HBCU pride, no matter how outlandish they sometimes sounded.
['had no respect for those who hated their HBCUs. And no one
hated their HBCU more than the only other FAMU alum in our
graduate program.

Every time I lifted up FAMU’s examples of Black excellence,
Nashay shot them down, She complained about the incompe-
tence lurking on FAMU's campus the way Temple students com-
plained about the dangers lurking off campus. One day, as W¢

A 5 it B S
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o the fishbowl, I'd had enough. “Why you 4l
d Wily%

|ass -
Cout |:AMU? .
‘I“F}.l‘;]:\'t WorTy about it
.ll1"('"'“‘“ _She resisted. Finally, she opened.
--]iAMU messed up my transcript!”
--Wlmf?” | asked, confused.
. had them send my transcript and they messed it up. How
an you have incompetent people working in the tr;mscr'ipt (if_j
ﬁ(t‘?"
She
she use one horrible error from one person in one office to

condemn the entire university—my university—as horrible? But
[ had said it all, heard it all before. I heard and heaped blam-e on
HBCU administrators for the scarcity of resources. I heard Black
qudents and faculty at historically White colleges and universities
(HWCUs) say they could never go to HBCUE, those poorly ruﬁ
ghettos. 1 heard HBCU faculty and staff talk about escapin‘g the

dark ghettos and moving to HWCUs.
[ heard my uncle say, like Dartmouth alum Aisha Tyler, that

HBCUs do not represent “the real world” The argument: Black
students are better served learning how to operate in a majority-

White nation by attending a majority- White university. The real-
ity: A large percentage of—perhaps most—Black Americans live
in majority-Black neighborhoods, work in majority-Black sites
of employment, organize in majority—Black Jssociations, socialize
in majority-Black spaces, attend majority-Black churches, and
send their children to majority—Black <chools. When people con-
tend that Black spaces do not represent reality, they are speaking
from the White worldview of Black people in the minority. They

are conceptua]izing the real American world as White. To be
antiracist 1s to recognize there 1s N0 such thing as the “real world,

only real worlds, multiple WO
[ heard peoplc say, Even the best black coll€
the standards of quality of res

ties do not 3 proach |
tuti » PC nomist Thomas Sowell wrote 11
EpS Riley wrote i

“descriptio

closed up. Class started, but I could not let 1t go. How

could

olleges and universi-
pectable msti-
1974. Sowells
The Wall

di

ed

mn,
Ju
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Street_Journal on September 28, 201(), S,

lectiye HB(
the Universit "8 lag
Y Of Texys at ‘ b"
“Sti,,
_ guardin ‘
aces. The endoy, lack

hind “decent state schools like
never mind a Stanford or Yale.”

Riley had pulled out the familiar Weapon safe
racism and menacing Black spaces: unf:
spaces to substantially richer White sp :
the richest HBCU, Howard, was five times less thap UT ]E':: of
h ]n’q

endowment in 2016, never mind being thirty—six timeg les th

the endowment of a Stanford or Yale. The racial weqtp, gap
duces a giving gap. For public HBCUgs, the giving 8ap exte,
state-funding gaps, as racist policies steer more funds
like the current “performance based” state models.

Resources define a space, resources the conjoined twipg divyy
up. People make spaces from resources. Comparing Spaces acroy
race-classes 1s like matching fighters of different weight clagge
which fighting sports consider unfair. Poor Black neighborhood;
should be compared to equally poor White neighborhoods, py
to considerably richer White neighborhoods. Small Black busi-
nesses should be compared to equally small White businesses, not
to wealthy White corporations. Indeed, when resea
pare HBCUs to HWCUj of similar means and makeup, HBCUs
tend to have higher Black graduation rates. Not to mention, |
Black HBCU graduates are, on average, more likely than their |

Black peers from HWCUs to be thriving financially, socially, and |
physically.

dn
Pro-

ds ¢,
to HWCUS,

rchers com-

NASHAY FORCED ME to reckon with my
would learn there was more to her story.

A financial-aid officer had stolen thousands from her as an
undergraduate student at 2 White university, but she still held that
university in high regard. A botched transcript and she con-
demned her Black university. What hypocrisy. At the time, I

could not be angry at her without being angrier 4 myself. How
many times did I individualize the error in White spaces, blaming

Own space racism, but |
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| {ividual and 11_0t the White Space?. How many times did |
¢ the error in the Black space—in the Black church

lize ch or at
gere” LTathering———and blame the Black space instead of the ip.

-. | ;HO‘V many times did I have a bad experience at a Black
pusiness and then, VVE’flkSW?y Complaining about not the individuy-

i ved but Blac.k usinesses as a whole?

i panks remain twice as likely to offer loans to White entrepre-
qeurs than to Black entrepreneurs. Customers avoid Black busi-
Lesses like they are the “ghetto,” like the “White man’s ice is
colder,” as antiracists have joked for years. I knew this then. But
my Jueling consciousness still led me to think like one young
Black writer wrote in Blavity in 2017: “On an intellectual level, I
tnow that Black people have been denied equal access to capital,

training, and physical space. But does that inequitable treatment

excuse bad service?” Does not good service, like every other

commodity, typically cost more money? How can we acknowl-

edge the clouds of racism over Black spaces and be shocked when

it rains on our heads?

I felt Black was beautiful, but Black spaces were not? Nearly
everything I am I owe to Black space. Black neighborhood. Black
church. Black college. Black studies. I was like a plant devaluing
the soil that made me.

cism is long. It 1s an American history

that begins with Thomas ]eﬂerson’s solution to the “Negro prob-
lem” Civilize and emancipate the Negro. S-end ifh.e Negro to Af—f
rica to “carry back to the country -of their o§1g1§181:1}11e Sge?i }(:e
civilization.” as Jefterson proposed 1}'1 a 1ette1_r in | .de?minT
Negro commonly wanted Do parF m”r etur:ilmg in a:i to go t§
Africa “from ignorance and,barbarlsm. \}X;fi doln;:_ :S reqolv%‘d -
the “savage wilds of Africa,” free Black Philadelphians res

i ing the savage wilds of
, were, meanwhile, decrying t .
1817. Slavehid“::iter for the South’s De Bow’s Review searqhed
free BcliaC:S'wodd through a series of articles in 1859 and 1860,
around the ;

A

THE HISTORY OF space ra
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for “a moral, happy, and voluntarily mdustriom cc
h )]n

free negroes,” but concluded, “no such Commyp;, "}llxwity(
the face of the carth.” Y exiggy iy

On January 12, 1863, in the midst of the Civil W,
\)’V’i“i.]ll‘l T. Sherman and U.S. secretary of war Edwip
et with twenty Black leaders in Savannah, Georgiy, A.ftl tantg,,
spokesman, Garrison Frazier, said they needed Jang i bef?frr etheir
“we could reap the fruit of our labor, take care of our
Stanton asked if they would “rather live . . . scattered ap,
whites or in colonies by yourselves?”

“Live by ourselves,” Frazier responded, “for there s 5 Preju.
dice against us in the South that will take years to get over”

Four days later, German Sherman issued Special Field Order
No. 15 to punish Confederate landowners and rid his army camp
of runaways. Black people received an army mule and “not more
than forty acres” on coastal plains of South Carolina and Georgja.
“The sole and exclusive management of affairs will be left to the
freed people themselves,” Sherman ordered.

Horace Greeley, the most eminent newspaper editor of the
day, thought Sherman’s order deprived the Negroes “of the ad-
vantage of white teachers and neighbors, who would lead them
to an understanding and enjoyment of that higher civilization of
which hitherto they have been deprived as slaves.” Freed South-
ern Blacks “like their fellows at the North” will be “aided by

contact with white civilization,” Greeley wrote in his New-York
Iribune on January 30, 1865,
Black people were rejecting
By June 1865, roughl
hundred thousand

aided by the new
“their” land.

¢ 50
Se]"}'es b}

Ol’lg the

Greeley’s integrationist strategy.
y forty thousand Blacks had settled on four
acres of land before Confederate landowners,
Johnson administration, started taking back

>AME spaces—is thought to cultivate away the
Integrationist st(:-plf o colovand the racism of White people. The
t0 Whites V\;lll ]‘Tt‘g}” expects Black bodies to heal in proximity

: O haven’t yet stopped fighting them. After enduring

barbarism of pe

.
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brethren had enough. They de

and his

pqzler
ol 1€ ll.l/_ van | fr W hi
vi pot (roIm W hites but from hite racism. Sepa
<! Ate . i ' , .
J‘l‘{(ﬂ > P'” W VS s(‘ul't"L',J“”“- ['he antiracist desire to separate
‘.‘;‘ ‘ ol . ) - e ’ i ‘o 2
it o 8 not {'ﬂ't"'fm from che segregationist desire to separate
L L

arily gather among themselves,
Jf Black solidarity created to
They see spaces of White
tural solidarity, of solidarity
against White peo-
he movement of

ﬁlﬂn "“"L‘r Bl vk pcﬂplt‘ volunt
\\‘hk‘l t\ ¢ do not se¢ spaces \
ople from racismi.
see spaces of cul
qces of segregation
@ onists do not se€ these spaces as t
Je. It : .rd Black people. [ntegrationists think about
Blac B movement away from White people. They then equate
ement aWaY from White people with the White segrega-
away from Black people. [ntegrationists equate

ival of Black bodies with spaces for the survival

pie: 7 %, They see P

§paces for the surv
of White supremacy- - .o
egation and separation 1nter-

When integrationists use segr
buhry ijlm Crow. Segrega_

they are using the voca
red the lines between segregation and separation by

heir policies 2s standing “on the platform of equal
for each race but separate,” to quUOte Atlanta
W. Grady in 1885. The U.S. Supreme
ken veil in the 1896 Plessy v. Ferguson

1 covered up the segregationist policies

that diverted resources coward exclusively White spaces. In 1930,
segregationist Alabama spent $37 for each White student, com-
pared to $7 for each Black scudent; Georgia, $32 to $7: and South
Carolina, $53 to $5. High school was unavailable for my maternal

grandparents around this time 1n Georgia.

4 ithual.,” thought to be the soft targe
qual” ruling, ended up being a formidable foe for civil-rights

actvists—; .
it was nearly impossible to get equal resources for Black

Instipy ;
taking g ns. The NAACP Legal Defense Fund switched tactics £
“assumpt(')wn separate.” Lawyers revived the old integrationist
1
on that the enforced separation of the two races stamps

changeably;
{ionists blur

Jccommodations
newspaper editor Henry
Court sanctioned this SPO
decision. Separate but equa

t of the “separate but
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the colored race with a badge of inferioripy,
Justice Henry Billings Brown called 5 *

Which

fa”acy’:in h

. 5
guson decision. esg

In the landmark Brown v. Board QfEduCﬂtfon s

~N ty 1 .

NAACP lawyer Thurgood Marshall attempted ¢q pmv“ 1954
. : . . _ e

sumption using the new mtegrationist socia] sclenc the ,

ds.
&
asked psychologists Kenneth and Mamie Clark Mafﬁhall

) - to Te€peat thej,
tamous doll tests for the case. Presented with dolls with diffe
Ient

skin colors, the majority of Black children preferred Whit, doli
which the Clarks saw as proof of the negative psychological harrr;
of segregation. White social scientists argued the harm could b,
permanent. The U.S. Supreme Court unanimously agreed. i
separate [colored children] from others of similar age and qualif-
cations solely because of their race generates a feeling of inferio.
ity as to their status in the community that may affect their hearts
and minds in a way unlikely ever to be undone,” Chief Justice Ear
Warren wrote.

Justice Warren did not judge White schools to be having a
detrimental effect upon White children. He wrote the “segrega-
tion of white and colored children in public schools has a detri-
mental effect upon the colored children” It retards their
“education and mental development,” Warren explained. “We
conclude that, in the field of public education, the doctrine of
'separate but equal’ has no place. Separate educational facilities are
inherently unequal.”

What really made the schools unequal were the dramatically
unequal resources provided to them, not the mere fact of racial
separation. The Supreme Court justices deciding both Plessy and
srown avowed the segregationist lje that the “Negro and white
schools involved have been equalized, or are being equalized,” to
quote Justice Warren. By 1973, when th
tween the public schools had become too obvious to deny, the
Supreme Court ruled, in San Antonio Independent School District v
Rodriguez, that property-tax allocations yielding inequities 1N

public schools do not violate the ¢qual-protection clause of the
U.S. Constitution.

€ resource inequities be-
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' i Court ruling reif;
7 .\UPR"M 1 Illllng ]Llh(.'d th(‘ ()nly ]
i " " Lol . S( -
;m the BrowH decision in 1954 l’“*ing Bi k’llltlnn ema-
I TR ‘ ac :
. Sp: ' . odiec
h~u—nncnt.\l Black \{\]Mh to worthwhile White ies fom
{ ;8§
» adequate INegr : spaces. Sine
e h B schools and prepared ing oy
.. then there 18 nothing different exc ‘ }:'ll(,tors and
€pt the

sthet® «
msn‘m'tlml\ ,
of white people, wrote an insulted Zora Neale H presence
ale Hurston in th
(\

Orlando Sentinel in 1955, Martin Luther K;
disagreed. “I favor integration on buses dlf’lg Jr. also privately
\ccommodation and travel. . . . I think i?lrtl In E.lll areas of public
<chools is different,” King told fwo Black egration in our public
ery, Alabama, n 1959. “White people vi te?;)Chers in Montgom-
for. . . . People with such a low view of :}T bllack people as infe-
given free rein and put in charge of the inteeﬂeictl:l flace cannot be
velopment of our boys and girls.” al care and de-
- Ir{nlzi };?dtislghtmare that ,came FO pass. Non-White students
gt 8Oseat‘_«‘. n todays pubhc_ school classrooms but are
e p_ercent White teaching force, which often has,
P onsciously, 1ow§r expectations for non-White stu-
ents. When Black and White teachers look at the same Black
student, White teachers are about 40 percent less likely to believe
the student will finish high school. Low-income Black students
who have at least one Black teacher in elementary school are
29 percent less likely to drop out of school, 39 percent less likely

come Black boys.
roduct of the

mined the legiti

among very low-in
King’s nightmare isap
The court rightly under

White spaces that hoard public T

and are wholly dominated by White peop
d the legitimacy of i
include some non
dominated by White peoples

hite power, and White culture

d the integrated, making both

¢ no such thing as

dueling Brown decision.
macy of segregated
esources, exclude all non-Whites,
les and cultures. But the
ntegrated White spaces
_Whites, and are

court also reinforce
and

that hoard public resources
generally, though not wholly,
cultures. White majorities, W
dominate both the scgregated and !

| claims there 1

White. But the unspoken vel

.
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4 alway® chought the ultimate goal of better race rela-
2 a ‘ ” wrote Manhattan Institute fellow Tama
s “.';1.- ) :. «The very word had”a kind of magic to it)” buI

' \bout it anymore.” We are not pursuing Mar-
R «color-blind dream” of “a more or less race-

; e ntes onist transform_ation of King as color-blind and

he actual King. He did not live to integrate
le into White oblivion. If he did, then why
low-income Atlanta apartments “using Negro work-
hitects, Negro attorneys, and Negro financial in-
. throughout,” as he proudly reported in 19677 Why did

Black people to stop being “ashamed of being Black,” to
s> The child of a Black neighborhood,
lived to ensure equal access to
1l resources for all racialized
ture-saving as his nonviolence

B];}Ck SPe
i he build

mets N egl’O arc

itution
he urge
ivest 10 their own space
church, college, and organization
public Jccommodations and equ

spaces, an antiracist strategy as cul

was body-saving.
Through lynching Bl

ack bodies, segregationists are, in the

end, more harmful to Black bodies than integrationists are.
sts are, in the end,

Through lynching Black cultures, integrationi
more harmful to Black bodies than segregationists are. Think
about the logical conclusion of integrationist strategy: every race

being represented 10 every U.S. spacc Jccording to thelr percent-
| population-

age in the nationa A Black (12.7 percent) person
would not see another until after seeing eight or 5O n

A Latinx (17.8 percent) person would not s

on-LatinX.
er until after see-
e percent) Americans
Ing nincty—nine non—White
would always s€€ m : ;
_They would g 1 erything

people
grated W hite space? to ! g
stitutions, associatlons, an
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wombs for non-White cultu‘res. (zlily Whi‘te Spatiy]
qssimilation. We WU“M all l?cu)me ()”]Y‘Whlte men”wjtnlnbg "
ent “skins,” to quote historian I(cl'nneth Stam.pp in 195 iff,
Americans have seen the logical conclusion of s r( |
strategy, from slavery to Jim ( oW t.o 1]]'2135 ?ncarcerati(m :53 (tmf"‘t
der “f‘]”_\.. The ]ogic;ll conclusion of al]F]raCISt Strategy is oper lr)r
equal access to all PUth. QCC()mmOda’flOHS’ Open accegs ¢, al]:
ceerated White spaces, integrated Middle Eastern sPaces intnh
ar\. ited Black spaces, integrated Latinx spaces, Integrate Nati:--
;p.u‘c‘.\‘. and integrated Asian spaces that are as egually Ie€sourceq ;
they are culturally different. All these spaces adjoin civic spaces of
political and economic and cultural power, from a House of Rep-
resentatives to a school board to a newspaper editoria] board
where no race predominates, where shared antiracist power pre-
dominates. This 1s diversity, something integrationists value only

In name.

Antiracist strategy fuses desegregation with a form of integra-
tion and racial solidarity. Desegregation: eliminating all barriers
to all racialized spaces. To be antiracist is to support the voluntary
integration of bodies attracted by cultural difference, a shared hu-
manity. Integration: resources rather than bodies. To be an anti-
racist is to champion resource equity by challenging the racist
policies that produce resource inequity. Racial solidarity: openly
identifying, supporting, and protecting integrated racial spaces.
To be antiracist is to equate and nurture difference among racial

groups.

h . gy 1s beyond the Integrationist conception
t} at C]al’n]S Black spaces could never pe equal to White spaces,
t ].dt l?cheves Black spaces have a “detrimental effect upon” Black
beople, to quote Chief Justice Warren in Broywy My Black studies
Opposite. My professors .

a1 . ) dl 4
dc_nts, answering questions d two Black stu

[ never thought to ask.



