CLASS

CLASS RACIST: One who is racializing the classes, Supporting policies
of racial capitalism against those race-classes, and justifying them
by racist ideas about those race-classes.

ANTIRACIST ANTICAPITALIST: One who is opposing racial capitalism.

XCITED TO BEGIN graduate school in African American stud-
ies at Temple University, I moved to North Philadelphia in the
b carly days of August 2005. Hunting Park to be exact, steps
away from Allegheny Avenue and the neighborhood of Alle-
gl eny West. My second-floor one-bedroom apartment over-
ooked North Broad Street: White people driving by, Black
People walking by, Latinx people turning right on Allegheny.
one of the people outside my building, a drab chocolate tene-
Nent adjoining an Exxon station, could tell that a few windows
#P over its vacant ground-floor storefront was home to a real
han life. Its covered windows looked like shut eyes in a casket.
Death resided there, too, apparently. My new Black neighbors
d beep told for years that Hunting Park and Allegheny Wt‘st
"¢ tWo of the most dangerous neighborhoods in Philadt_:lphm_"
* Poores, with the highest reported rates of violent crime. i
L " Unpacked myself in the “ghetto,” as people ﬂippandy calg
b heighborhood. The ghetto had expanded in the .tw‘erlltl-
| “ntury o g swallowed millions of Black people migratifg
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from the South to

phia. White Hight followed
welfare—in the form of su
loan guarantees
wealth-building urban ant

largely confining 13lac

while
v OVEICrow

the so-called ghettos, noY

(1]
wealth from their residents. But the W(‘ld] g o
™ : wican vocabulary, did n “Oni
‘o the Main Street of American voca Ys ot conjure ,

eries of racist policies that enabled White flight and B,
abandonment—instead, “ghetto™ began to describe unrespectable
Black behavior on the North Broad Streets of the country,

“The dark ghetto 1s institutionalized pathology; it is chronjc
self-perpetuating pathology; and it is the futile attempt by thOSf;
with power to confine that pathology so as to prevent the sprey
of its contagion to the ‘larger community,” wrote psychologis
Kenneth Clark in his 1965 book, Dark Ghetto. “Pathology
meaning a deviation from the norm. Poor Blacks in the “ghetto"’
are pathological, abnormal? Abnormal from whom? What group
is the norm? White elites? Black elites? Poor Whites? Poor Lating?

Asian elites? The Native poor?

| All of these groups—like the group “Black poor”—are dis-
tnct race-classes, racial groups at the intersection of race and
class. Poor people are a class, Black people a race. Black poor
people are a race-class. When we say poor people are lazy, we are
expressing an elitist idea. When we say Black people are lazy, we
are expressing a racist idea. When we say Black poor people ¢
lazier than poor Whites, White elites, and Black elites, we 2

speaki ' : :
peaking at the intersection of elitist and racist ideas—an i i

logical i oy ,
§ g.t al intersection that forms class racism. When Dinesh D Souzd
rites. ‘¢ . . .
grant] ’ t.he behavior of the African American underclass -
7 17 ok ;
fobe y \zio]ates and scandalizes basic codes of responmblhm
, d ~1v1 14 ” . .
\X}//}]CI LIVIhFYa he 1§ delOYlng class racism. : iy
When ) a' POIICy exploits poor PCOPIE, it 1s an ehns\xfhena
‘N a policy exploits Black o ¢ policy W
policy explo; ack people, it is a racIst P e
*ploits Black poor people, the policy exploits 4t°

&




and racist |)()]i(‘i(‘s ,
ASS

against
i OS¢ race y T fvariae 4 y e chgag-
‘ o i class r.n‘ls‘ll\l' lo be antiracist is l(? t‘([l.l;IIIV.(' the race-classes,
“ 1; he antiracist l.\“t'n I’Uf]l‘ the economic disparities between the
A qal race-classes 1 p(.)hcws, not people.
‘ Class racism 1s as ripe among White Americans—who casti-
L poor Whites as “White trash”—as it is in Black America,
Chere racist Blacks degrade poor Blacks as “them niggers” who
koo in the ghetto. Constructs of “ghetto Blacks” (and “White
My rash™) are the most obvious ideological forms of class racism.
pathological people made the pathological ghetto, segregationists
jay. The pathological ghetto made pathological people, assimila-
Honists say. To be antiracist 1s to say the political and economic
onditions, not the people, in poor Black neighborhoods are
pathological. Pathological conditions are making the residents
jicker and poorer while they strive to survive and thrive, while
they invent and reinvent cultures and behaviors that may be dif-
ferent but never inferior to those of residents in richer neighbor-
(L-4lboods. But if the elite race-classes are judging the poor race-classes
by their own cultural and behavioral norms, then the poor race-
. Elasses appear inferior. Whoever creates the norm creates the hi-

o QETrchy and positions their own race-class at the top of the
4 lierarchy,

‘ 1 Of clitist a policy intersection of cl
i s l( 5 g . | [P—— ‘ ) A
B sect When we rac 1hize classes, support racist nolicies

B L1811l . s p j
- classes, and justify them by racist ideas, we

PARK G

- I'TO was a groundbreaking study of the Black poor
BUring

| President Johnson’s war on poverty in the 1960s, when
.olzz?,‘:hg f’“ POV‘?FtY was ascendant, like tht.? work oi anthro-

scar Lewis. Lewis argued that the children of o i
De avi()r:)ﬁl?’ namely poor people of color, were I'albt‘i.i on
| * At prevented their escape from poverty, perpetuatng

ncr‘lt] > o ‘e * -
ity ons of poverty. He introduced the term “culture of pov
121959 ¢ “milies. Unlike other
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ind n]\pm'tunil'ics. which kept even the hardest.

l““-l-l-;\: and made |‘J()VL‘I‘ty CX])CIISIVC——-LewiS

jea that poor behaviors keep poor people
. " o 5 &6,

lture of poverty,” Lewis wrote, “are a my;._

ger ncome

working people 1 po?
rcprmhu‘cd the chiust 1€

“I‘vnplv with a cu

ple who know only their own troubles, their own locg]
‘ X «l

onditions, themwr own nvighlmrll“m{- their ”‘f"” way of life”

White racists still drag out the ‘.“Im?‘c_ ”t_ pmwrFy_ “We hay,
Ispin of culture mm our inner cities in particular of Mer,
and just g_r,cncmtiuns of men not even thinking aboy;
learning the value and the culture of wyj »
Wisconsin representative Paul Ryan said in 2015. “So there’ ’a
real culture problem here that has to be dealt with.”

Unlike Lewis and Ryan, Kenneth Clark presented the hidde,
hand of racism activating the culture of poverty, or what he cajleg
“pathology.” In Clark’s work, the dueling consciousness of the
oppression-inferiority thesis resurfaced. First slavery, then segre-
gation, and now poverty and life in the “ghetto” made Black
people inferior, according to this latest update of the thesis, Poy-
erty became perhaps the most enduring and popular injustice to
fit into the oppression-inferiority thesis.

Something was making poor people poor, according to this
idea. And it was welfare. Welfare “transforms the individual
from a dignified, industrious, self-reliant spiritual being into 2
dependent animal creature without his knowing it,” U.S. sena-
tor Barry Goldwater wrote in The Conscience of the Conservative
in 1960. Goldwater and his ideological descendants said litle to
nothing about rich White people who depended on the wek
fare of inheritances, tax cuts, government contracts, hOOlF“PS’
and bailouts. They said little to nothing about the White mlBiU

dasg. d_epending on the welfare of the New Deal, the (‘;l for
subsidized suburbs, and exclusive White networks. Wzl-mzunf
e discod”

]\(\UI'.
s;ﬂ'l.\l }‘k‘\‘
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got this ta
not working,

working., and not

5
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middle- ; : ; -
d(ik and upper-income people remained out © e OF
on “h; B ame €7 i
ndouts,” as welfare for the Black poor beca™® ™. ¢ jort

) o feriof
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P n the conservative version of the Oppre™™ ot He!

thesis. | o Fm s S, v
tag F s ?Vldcnce of this failure is all around ¥ eint pa
g¢ Foundation president Kay Coles James in 2018
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hter of a former weltare recipient, | know firsthand

| the daug _ b
4 d harm welfare has caused.

" unintt‘“d" , , _
Kenneth Clark was an unu'h-nt”lng chronicler of the racist
 icics that made “the dark ghetto” but at the same time he re-
forced the racial=class hierarchy, He positioned the Black poor
¢ inferior tO Black elites like himselt, who had also long lived
bichin the walls of the ghetto,” desperately attempting “to escape
' creeping blight.” Clark considered the Black poor less stable
han the White poor. “The white poor and slum dweller have the
ydvantage of . . . the belief that they can rise economically and
escape from the slums,” he wrote. “The Negro believes himself
o be closely confined to the pervasive low status of the ghetto.”
Obama made a similar case during his campaign speech on race in
2008. “For all those who scratched and clawed their way to get a

ece of the American Dream, there were many who didn’t make

1619 those who were ultimately defeated, in one way or another,
u: by discrimination. That legacy of defeat was passed on to future
hes generations—those young men and increasingly young women

tho we see standing on street corners or languishing in our pris-
s, without hope or prospects for the future.” This stereotype of
he hopeless, defeated, unmotivated poor Black is without evi-
ence. Recent research shows, in fact, that poor Blacks are more
ptimistic about their prospects than poor Whites are.
For ages, racist poor Whites have enriched their sense of self
i the stepladder of racist 1deas, what W.E.B. Du Bois famously
ed the “wage” of Whiteness. | may not be rich, but at least I
- "Otanigeer. Racist Black elites, meanwhile, heightened their
Sf-‘ of self on the stepladder of racist ideas, on what we can call
\ :}:ﬁﬁ] Of .Black elitism. I may not be White, but at least [ am
| niggers,

il;ﬁl;:-l;slﬁci clites thought about low-income Blacks the w;l;_v
. l'HorL:lLt} ’pco].gle thgught about Black people. Wj‘ th}:l:g; :
Bople, \y;. ) 1an higher incomes. We thought Wt:‘\’\"trc) l; :;S
e | lil'dckl :Tv (?U-YSL'IVL‘S as the “Tnlcn‘te.d Tcnth.‘-m. l. ulg:p,
The - ru]FCh f.r()m the panhou..%c of his class rausnll {n 9 -

ce, like all races, is going to be saved by 1ts excep
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vill be from the to
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filters.” ‘ g
[ had come 2 long Way by 2005. So had the Talented Tent,

“ohetto™ 10 America’s racial vocabulary. In the forty
Jark’s Dark Ghetto, dark had married ghetto in the
and took her name as his own—the ghett,
Wwas NOW SO dcf‘lmti\fd_\- dark, to call 1t a dark ghetto would be
Ghetto also became as much an adjective—ghett,
le—as a noun, loaded with racist ideas, yp.-
.ck on Black crimes on poor Black com.

and the term
vears since ¢

chapel of inferiority

redundant.
culture, ghetto peop
leashing all sorts of Bl

munities.

x My nEw Philly home, I did not care what people thought
about the poor Blacks in my neighborhood. Call them ghett(% if
you want. Run away if you want. I wanted to be there. To live the

effects of racism firsthand!
I saw poor Blacks as the product of racism and not capitalism

larg'ely. because I thought I knew racism but knew I did not know
cap1t§11sm. But it is impossible to know racism without under-
ztggdmgh its 1gt§rsection with capitalism. As Martin Luther King
il o S i
nomic exploitation, andpt}?e erm b;)f ek, e PrOb_lem o
These are the triple evils th D of war :ire ll ted togeh
Capitalism f:lt are interrelated.

the “long sixt eeeiltirged dum,?g what world-systems theoris® tert?
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'im‘ll’-‘l customers of Portuguese slave traders, first
o T 3 : ’ » TSt an
. home country and then in their American colonies Spain
1 - IA . " T ] P
e | and raised the toddlers among the genocides of Nati
. ’ ative
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A Wester ! Europes Atlantic empire grew in the sixteenth

on* | and France and England
ury Holland and T ( ngland overtook each other as
en . . P ¢ aniad . o . y
; ~mons of che slave trade, raising the conjoined twins into their
1Rt o o .

ence in the seventeenth and eighteenth centu-

rous adolesc

ries The conjoined
jan and White slavery and forced labor in the Amer-

ck and As
Lok powm‘c‘d industrial revolutions from Boston to Lon-
¢ financed still-greater empires 1in the eighteenth and
sineteenth centuries. The hot and cold wars in the twentieth
L century OVeT resources and markets, rights and powers, weakened
the conjoined cwins—but eventually they would grow stronger
under the guidance of the United States, the European Union,
China, and the satellite nations beholden to them, colonies in
everything but name:. The conjoined twins are again struggling to
stay alive and thrive as their own offspring——inequality, war, and

climate change—threaten to kill them, and all of us, off.
In the twenty-first century, persisting racial inequities in pov-
lifework of the con-

erty, unemployment, and wealth show the

| joined twins. The Black poverty rate in 2017 stood at 20 percent,
nearly triple the White poverty rate. The Black unemployment
rate has been at least twice as high as the White unemployment
rate for the last fifty years. The wage gap between Blacks and
Whites is the largest in forty years. The median net worth of
 White families is about ten times that of Black families. Accord-
Ing to one forecast, White households are expected to OWI
eighty-six times more wealth than Black households by 2020 and

SIXtY_ e . 5 o o3
y-eight times more than LatinX households. The disparity
 jes, tax policies

¢ unabated,
h of Black
useholds

| twins entered adulthood through Native and
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ration continu
nedian wealt
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OuSeh()]gdS(? forecasters. By 2953, the 1
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time as the global n
U.pwa‘rd mobility is greater for White people, and downward L
mobility is greater for Black people. And equity - I 3
thg ra.ce-class .ladder in the United States. In the highest-inc on
quintile, White median wealth 1s about $444,500, a Ome
$3_O0,00Q more than for upper-income Latinx and ’Blac’k round | x
fmddle—mcome households have less wealth than Whit N B lack |«
income households, whose homes are valued higher \IX/ehll'mddle- !
zi(t)};elslirlli(g ast diiFreSSing as Black poverty. Poor Bla(;ks ar;enfgz; N
y to live in neighborhoods where other famili b
00r, Cr es arc ;
Igj o ref::ilggt};sp;:iiw :)f resources and opportunities. Sociolo- }Om
solitan Chicago are tee c'louble burdc?n.” Poor Blacks in metro- ;i;:
live in high-poverty ar:ast.m\;;ist}rlngfe tkely O e " 39[;
EOVerty S?atwmd’ Black poverty is a:fisi‘tl)jlcc:wridy - and'Wh'lfe t
e Wiyt
attributing them S(jleelmiqultlﬁts solely e capitalism 1s as faulty ® :'“?;
.be eliminated throughyero k. Believing these inequif® P 3‘°m‘
Ing these inequities wﬂll?mat-m.g capitalism is as faulty ™ i K
sm. Rolling back racj N eliminated through elimind® i ﬁtf 5430
equities between thlsm T A ehmﬂ?at.eu Ay
Latinx ang Asians, ri }f Bla_ck and White poor, mid 6—1‘11;; ¢ -z‘%‘t
the 19605 ang 197,0 ich Whites and Natives. Antiraci P‘)h;“m‘s. T\'Ta,]
Ut antiracigy poli S narrowed these inequities o1 some "feil,; he- “ Df
icies alone cannot eliminate the ined™" \*\d
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e cimared fmma 58¢8. As racial dnparitics
in the classes narrowed in recent decade the ecoy

’ - HLOnomic in.
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with iy
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equitlt
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Antiracist policies cannot eliminate ¢y racisim

P SR without anti-
capitalist policies. Anticapitalism cannot elimin

ate class racism
nt racism Afro-

volutionaries eliminated
capitalism there i 1959, as chronicled by historian Devyn Spence

Benson. Revolutionaries demanded Afro-Cubans assimilate into
an imagined post-racial Cuba—"“Not Blacks, but Citizens”—
built on White Cuban social norms and racist ideas after a three-
year campaign against racism abruptly ended in 1961.

Socialist and communist spaces are not automatically anti-
racist. Some socialists and communists have pushed a segregation-
15t or post-racial program in order not to alienate racist White
workers. For example, delegates at the founding meeting of the
Socialist Party of America (SPA) in 1901 refused to adopt an anti-
lynching petition. Assimilationist leaders of some socialist and
communist organizations have asked people of color to leave their
racial 1dentities and antiracist battle plans at the door, decrying
“identity politics.” Some of these socialists and communists may

without antiracism. Case in point is the persiste
Cubans faced n socialist Cuba after re

| not be familiar with their ideological guide’s writings on race.

“The discovery of gold and silver in America,” Karl Marx once

. WIote, “the extirpation, enslavement and entombment 1n mines

of the aboriginal population, the beginning of the conquest and
1‘)Otmg of the East Indies, the turning of Africa into a warrell for
e commercial hunting of black-skins, signalized the rosy dawr;‘
“Fthe ery of capitalist production.” Marx recognized the birth ©

* Conjoined twins, :

M ' the 1920s, W.E.B. Du Bois started binge_reacil;’lgBllizﬁ
™. By the time the Great Depression depressed tDeal the
Or Worge than the White poor, and he saw n the NCW -y Bois
" deal of government racism for Black i
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most fatal de ree”” of Black workers”

1 £ rkers’ “suffer.

T he Jowest ant
os not from capitalists but from fellow white workerg»
‘ $
. deprives the Negro of his Tig};
' t

«\white labor . .
denies him oducation, denies him affiliation with traq
rade

him from decent houses, and neighborhoods
blic insults of open color discrimjnat’- am,i,
The United States has a White “working-class aristocrac ’:On.
Bois constructed. “Instead of a horizontal division of T
there was a vertical fissure, a complete separation of cl classes,
race, cutting square across the economic layers.” The classes by
ting knife? Racism, sharpened through the centuri Vel"flcal cut-
and incontrovertible fact, imported Russi uries. “This flat
ussian Communism ig-

ing com
Du Hoi.\' S('.l(k‘d.

to Vote,
anions, expels
heaps upon him the pu

nored, would not discuss.”
But Du Bois di 1
iscussed it. An antiraci .
] 1racist anticapitali
sm could

seal the horizontal
class fissures and '

. ‘ ver
1mpqrtantlya their intersections—with tlca‘l race fissures—and,
nomic policies. In 1948, he offici equalizing racial and eco-
vanguard T: , he officially abandoned i

guard Talented Tenth of eli S e i
One Hundredth.” Du Bois h llte B85 astalin iealled S In

; o : 1S he
;ntlcapltahsts before they were ge-d breed a new crop of antiraci!

y the red sca riven underground or '

; T nd or into prison
They are resurfacinf the. 1?505’ before resurfacing in the Il)%os'
of the Great Rece = RO the twenty-first century in the wake

$S
for Black Lives andlf}? o Occupy movement, the movement
Og.mzing “there is an i y Camp aigns of democratic socialists,
talism,” to quote P -lnextrlcable link between racism and P
r
They are winnine ]lnc.eton scholar Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylo*
I ) eXposing the , Ing 1nto anticapitalist © &
y keep Using the ter Il“fYths of capitalism. Jistd
MMmunjg i m ‘antiCa TP, L s()(.'i' P
Stto include the pitalist” as opposed © iy ¢
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joathe capitalism but do not identify as o0
yr 10

FIIE
101 s icapitalist” bec; . list O Com-
U() l [l‘\(. ‘lll‘l( .ll)l 4 'ltl(‘( (‘,”")f'r'./:”ch‘.

' defender.
| “l"”]l.m regularly say their liberal and o, ralist ”})""f:,::.‘::t:*.r;f
":JP’H l:' ‘l”t"llhm' They say efforts to provide 4 safety net r"'r;;
agﬂml"T 'Ili(' “'””'.“"'l”'“““'“ They say ALLECINPLS Lo prevent mfmt’) ;:
P‘c”'::‘»" “"”“‘;'P”'"“"["” They say efforts that strengthen -,l/f-:;
::::nlm and weaken exploitative owners are “anticapitalist” hey

normalize worker ownership and regulations protect.-

mng big business are
“1‘11tit':l}"'t”“*t'” They say laws taxing the richest more than the
middle class, tedistributing pilfered wealth,

sy plans 1O |
o consumers, workers, and environments from

and guaranteeing
basic incomes are “anticapitalist” They say wars to end poverty
gre “anticapitalist.” They say campaigns to remove the profit mo-
| ive from essential life sectors like education, healthcare, utilities,
mass media, and incarceration are “anticapitalist.”

In doing so, these conservative defenders are defining capital-
ism. They define capitalism as the freedom to exploit people into
economic ruin; the freedom to assassinate unions; the freedom to
| prey on unprotected consumers, workers, and environments: the
freedom to value quarterly profits over climate change; the free-
'dom to undermine small businesses and cushion corporations;
the freedom from competition; the freedom not to pay taxes; the
freedom to heave the tax burden onto the middle and lower
classes; the freedom to commodify everything and everyone; the
freedom to keep poor people poor and middle-income people
Struggling to stay middle income, and make rich people richer.
.The history of capitalism—of world warring, classing, slave trad-
g, enslaving, colonizing, depressing wages, and dispossessing
lz-md and labor and resources and rights—Dbears out the conserva-
five defillitioxl of capitalism.

bedgﬂ\);:i]-" Wl}o are :‘celpitalist‘to the bone,” as LLS. s;n?toi;]sﬁl;
CaPitalig;nR-I?I ldc‘l']tlflt‘.s herself, present a dlﬁe;ent he H;an "
duce believe in markets %nd the benefits they o
N they work,” Warren said when asked what that iden
Mt to her. “T Iove the competition that comes with a
as decent rules. . . . The problem is when the rules
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series Of I¢ \d reforms that her conservative opponents
“anticap! *They say other countries that have these
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force rules that end the theft and level the play-
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. the new economic system wil|
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They cannot both b
When Senator Warren and others define capitalism in thi
s

: ‘ 111.;11'kets .nd market rules and competition and benefits
from wmnmgf—they are disentangling capitalism from theft and
racism and sexism and imperialism. 1f that’s their capitalism, I can
see how they can remain capitalist to the bone. However };ist
does not affirm this definition of capitalism. Markets anci m ?:Y
rqu]es and competition and benefits from winning existed lo arbet ‘ﬂ
fore the rise of capitalism in the modern world. What ca I1t%zglh o L
Iﬁmroduced to this mix was global theft, racially unevenpll u
fields, unid?rectional wealth that rushes upward in unprece%:flltrgg
am :
o SL;;;; i;ﬂg:ktil’slf \c)i;}\:m of racial cap.italism, when were markets
with capitalists? When Szlfl(()iul;?awlfrkmg people compete equa'lly |
White people? When could AE. people .compete =qialy B
S e ' frican nations compete €qudy
N pean nations? When did the rules not erally benefi
e wealthy and White nations? : Benert ¥ ef
ns? Humanity needs honest defin®

tions of capitalisn '
sm and racism based 1 : ing history
the conjoined twins ased in the actual living history
The N B
up fromt(zipzl percent now own around half of the wedllh
2008. The V;,S ﬁ)jrcem at the height of the Great ¥ 0 PC;’].) A
' orld’s 3 iy e 1 .
cent of the : .5 billion poorest adults, compr ng o0
global wey] world’s working-age population, OW® ~ >
calt ’ :
h. Most of these poor adults live in rlon'whlte |

\\'J"\'——JS

world$
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| hat were subjected to centuries of slave trading and coloniz
E . the TEpE— : - , o
(rics | resource dispossessing, which created the modern wealth

d re

f Nk

(1‘7”“
pantes : . _
taken through force with the threat of Ceconomic sane-

West. The wealth extraction continues today via foreign

' (hat Own or control key natural resources in the global
: t““]l

s . “|[h- “ " : ] O 2
4 or oranted by clected™ politicians. Racial capitalism makes
‘](“ L )

antrics like the Democratic Republic of the Congo one of the
xel ' : .
¢ « countries in the world belowground and one of the pooT-
b

Ti\'h _
in the world aboveground.

b st countries : .

To love capitalism 1s to end up loving racism. To love racism 1s
| 10 end up loving capitalism. The conjoined twins are two sides of
the same destructive body. The idea that capitalism is merely free
markets, competition, free trade, supplying and demanding, and
private ownership of the means of production operating for a
profit 1s as whimsical and ahistorical as the White-supremacist
' idea that calling something racist is the primary form of racism.
Popular definitions of capitalism, like popular racist ideas, do not
live in historical or material reality. Capitalism 1s essentially racist;
racism is essentially capitalist. They were birthed together from
the same unnatural causes, and they shall one day die together
from unnatural causes. Or racial capitalism will live into another
epoch of theft and rapacious inequity, especially if activists naively

fight the conjoined twins independently, as if they are not the
same,

MY PARENTS WERE worried. [ felt alive when I moved into this
_ Black neighborhood. 1 felt I needed to live around Black people
-m Order to study and uplift Black people. Not just any Black
Pi(lple: poor Black people. I considered poor Blacks to be the
1 tand most authentic representatives of Black people. 1 made
ai“poverty an entryway into the SupPOSedIY Crime—riddlt‘d
: ‘::I;Zt”iﬁhccl house of authentic Blackness-a. |

guZiﬁc e 1_3t‘-llll_eft_]'r., the longtime exea:utwe c.dlt.o
' d g?“n'l;l i’}“)’ .ldentlfying of poverty, hustling, crimina
g in the urban world as the most authent

r of Ebony
]1W1 Sex'

1C Black
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would have reminded him of the blyy.; .
19605 and early 1970s. The Black ])Owe:)ltatign ‘
<hattering the White standard of QSSinﬁ]m(.)V“-
o Black pb()ple on a mission to erecta[t;om |
Black aesthetic. Blaxploitation films ArTiveq r‘_nck ’
e S, ck casts, urb;u.l settings, and Black hemes‘f}lt
heroines: pImps, gangsters, prostitutes, and rapists. . of
Both of my parents Saw Shaft (1971) and Super Fly (197,
lease. But their Christian theology, even in it 1ib) -‘"f.‘-,
erational form, halted them from seeing Sweet Sweetback’s By di
asssss Song in 1971, It was 2 movie about a male brothel wore,
who is brutalized by LAPD officers but then beats them up in
retaliation, eludes a police manhunt in impoverished communi-
Hes. uses his sexual prowess to SECUre aid from women, and
reaches freedom in Mexico. 1 made this film for the Black aes-
thetic.” Melvin Van Peebles said. “White critics aren’t used to "
that. The movie is Black life, unpandered.”
[ wanted to experience Black life, unpandered. I had moved =
to North Philadelphia in 2005 carrying dueling bags of Black-
ness: “Black is Beautiful” and “Black is Misery,” to use the phrase =
Lerone Bennett Jr. tendered in his Ebony review of Sweet Sweet: .
back’s Baadasssss Song. Bennett blasted Van Peebles for his cine-
matic ode to the Black “cult of poverty,” for imagining poverty
“25 the incubator of wisdom and soul,” for “foolishly” identiinﬂg ’
“the black aesthetic with empty bellies and big—bottomed prostl; 43
tutes. . . . To romanticize the tears and the agony of the peoP®
Bennett wrote, “is to play them cheap as human beings.
I thought T was so real, so Black, in choosing this apartmen! r
ihlls neighborhood. In truth, 1 was being racist, playing pz(())f
Sliﬂﬁi ;? :jfif:ﬁl: it beings. While others had ﬂ‘“‘fﬁiﬂfg 0
oor Bk in rarﬁ_o their dangerous infer1ority, I Wo Hferred by
ot dilm;e’r thCiarust assurance of the superiority 1; g i
fier, a di;tin;:t crea:upenor 3Uthent1C1.ty. : we - f the
ure from the White gentrlﬁer. I

gentrifi
Ier moves to the poor Black neighborhood to b€

world prob;lbly

films of the late
ment of the era, 1n
ist 1deas, sent creativ
standards, a new
with Bla

upon their re

n




CLASS . 168

. the Black gt‘lltl‘iﬁcr 15 moving

"Ciqubnrhumi to be developed.

-“g'qlh be antiracist 18 to "t‘t'nglli'/.c _'N.‘ilhvr poor Blacks nor el;

placks 2 the “'“"-“_""'P"““('“li\ll\/v of Black people. But 4t the : -

]bvlicwd culture |..11FL\1*(‘(1 upward, that Black elites, in all o ime

| dividualism, and assimilationism, needed 1o, gnurrr ":;':—
' O the

Jism, 1

-~1m:l0”‘“ to be civilized. Iﬂ understood poor Blacks as simultane
che bottom and qthe foundation of Blackness. I wanted thc;'r
quthenticity £ rub off on me, a spoiled—in both senses—middle-
Jcome Black man. Rap music made by people from “the bot-
no longer enough to keep me stuck on the realness.

in full agreement with E. Franklin Frazier’s Black Bour-
geoisic, published in 1957. Situating White elites as the norm,
Frazier dubbed Black elites as inferior: as quicker racial sellouts,
35 bigger conspicuous cOnNSUmErs, as more politically corrupt, as
more exploitative, as more irrational for looking up to the very
people oppressing them. This inverted class racism about inferior
Black elites quickly became a religious belief, joining the reh-
gious belief about the Black masses being more pathological. In
the bestselling Beyond the Melting Pot, written with Daniel Patrick

| Moynihan in 1963, sociologist Nathan Glazer argued that, unlike

“the Negro middle class contributes
s”” Without

back to the poor Black

ously

11
o’ Was
] was

the other middle classes,
very little . . . to the solution of Negro social program

any supporting data, Glazer positioned the Black bourgeoisie as
inferior, in the scale of social responsibility, to other bourgeoisies.
These racist ideas were wrong, of course—2 decade earlier, Mar-
tn Luther King Jr. and a generation of elite Black youngstcrs
from the Black bourgeoisie began the epic struggle for civil fqlgh‘t-"-
fconomic justice, and desegregation. My generation of elite
Black youngsters rushed into our own struggle—1nto Black stud-

165, 2 Black space.



