BLACK

ory, concealing, disempowering, and

POWERLESS DEFENSE: The illus
t because Black people

racist idea that Black people can't be racis

don't have power.

WALKED INTO HIS office. Every time I looked at Mizell Stew-
art, the Tallahassee Democrat editor, in the autumn of 2003, I saw
the tall, slim, light-skinned actor Christopher Duncan. His
tense energy reminded me of Braxton, Duncan’s character on The
Jamie Foxx Show.
[ sat down. He swiveled back in his chair. “Let’s talk about this
piece,” he said.
He darted from critique to critique, surprised at my defenses
I could debate without getting upset. So could he. Black peopl
were problematic to me, but he realized White evil ached in ¢
forefront of my mind.
He became quiet, clearly mulling something over. 1w n‘o:
going to confront him, just defend myself as respectﬁ‘le .
could. He held my graduation in his hands. el |
“You know, 1 have a nice car,” he said slowly, “an I
when I get pulled over and I'm treated like I am on€
gers.’ ' [ickfd
I took a deep inaudible breath, turned my 1iPS insls” fwﬂg s |
them, and mentally ordered my silence. “Them nigs®”
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en our probing eye contact. He waited for my re-
C

he alr betW
. , | stayet

{ stlent.

o€ "0 stand up and point and yell, “Who the fuck do
I “f‘”mf y are?” | would have cut oft his answer: “Clearly you

thm‘kl}\'(:’m‘l are a nigger! What makes them niggers and you
hin > Am I one of ‘them niggers’?” My air quotes struck

\'01 1

;{Oll‘t (

ngger
pot 8 508,
the air over his head. . | ) r
He \"c‘p‘ll"lted himself from “them niggers, racialized them,
Je sepae

ked down on them. He directed his disdain not toward the
HKE ) . ) .
10(“(6 officers who racially profiled him, who mistreated him,
i

4 2
put to ‘them NIZEELS.

\0 ONE POPULARIZED this racial construct of “them niggers”
quite like comedian Chris Rock in his 1996 HBO special, Bring
the Pain. Rock began the show on an antiracist note, mocking
' reactions among White people to the O. J. Simpson verdict. He
then turned to talk about Black people and “our own personal
civil war.” He picked a side: “I love Black people, but I hate nig-
gers” It was a familiar refrain for me—my own dueling con-
sciousness had often settled on the same formula, adding after the
2000 election: “I love Black people, but I hate niggers and White
people.”
i 'Whi,le hip-hop artists recast “nigga” as an endearing term,
n?;i%ﬁf ’ Rlfemained a derisive term outside and inside Black
o a;d 0§k helped B_»l;-u:k people remake the racial group “nig-
fong, 740 ?Ss,lgnid qualities to this group, as all race rr‘lakers have
time, 1 o, fi»e_fs always stop Black people from having a good
B 31d-.N iggers are too loud. Niggers are always talking,
o nding credit for takin f their kids and staying out of
Son, “The o aking care of their kids and s aying out o
Now,” | okt rst thing about niggers is that they love to not
"ecteq €ased. “Books are like Kryptonite to a nigger.” He
llr\3;/1"“5@ to niaintlraciSt claim that “the media has distorted our
dehen he’ goe us look bad”” Forget that! It was niggers’ fault.
" for ¢ " t(? get money, he wasn’t “looking over my shoul-
Media, 1’4 looking for niggers.”
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. 1 +he great truth thy

We were laughing as Chris Rock shared the 8 of “the gre :

. < < 2 P o ‘]11}( a

the nigger is not equal to the Black man (a ret o expressed bt
O ¢ . 1te a 55€

truth that the negro is not equal to the white mafn, Y

Confederate vice president Alexander Stephens l.ﬂ 1.8(.)1)' Racist
Whites had schooled us well in gcncrn]izing the individual Ch‘ar-
acteristics we see in a particular Black person. We were not seeing
and treating Black people as individuals, some Of.whom do bad
things: We created 2 group identity, niggers, that in turn createg
a hierarchy, as all race making does. We added the hypocritic]
audacity of raging when White people called all of us niggers
(Chris Rock stopped performing this routine when he saw White
people laughing too hard).

We did not place loud people who happened to be Black into
an interracial group of loud people—as antiracists. We racialized
the negative behavior and attached loudness to niggers, like White
racists, as Black racists. We did not place negligent Black parents
into an interracial group of negligent parents—as antiracists. We
racialized the negative behavior and attached negligent parenting
to niggers, like White racists, as Black racists. We did not place
Black criminals into an interracial group of criminals—as antira-
cists. We racialized the negative behavior and attached criminality
to niggers, like White racists, as Black racists. We did not place
lazy Blacks into an interracial group of lazy people—as antiracists.
We racialized the negative behavior and attached laziness to nig-
gers, like White racists, as Black racists.

And after all that, we self-identified as “not-racist,” like Whi

racists, as Black racists,

Chris Rock met Black Americans where all too many Of- uj
were at the turn of the millennium, stationed within the dl.lel%ni
consciousness of assimilationist and antiracist ideas, distingu?:z::
ourselves from them niggers as White racists were diStinng id;’
themselves from us niggers. We felt a tremendous 3ndrac-15t gci”g
in Black excellence and a tremendously racist Sha_lne l.njcv we
connected to them niggers. We recognized the racst [.): ni!‘*'")ﬁ
were facing and were ignorant of the racist policy e e

were facing, We looked at them niggers as felons ©
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nti-Black racist ideas were the
' eal Black on Bl
ack

whe!! our
t_l.l'n]L'. ‘ . ,

i 2003, as [ sat in the Black editor’s office, 53 percent of
Black I’t‘uplv were slurvc'yvd as saying that something other th:-
Acisim mostly "}fl)]"||'(‘({ why Black people had worse jobs inr—)
ome, nd housing than WI]itLvs, up from 48 percent a dé,cade
arlicr. Only 40 percent of Black respondents described racism as
the source of these mequities in 2003. By 2013, in the middle o\f
Obama’s presidency, only 37 percent of Black people were point-
ing to “mostly racism’ as the cause of racial inequities. A whop-
ping 60 percent of Black people had joined with the 83 percent
of White people that year who found explanations other than
rcism to explain persisting racial inequities. The internalizing of

wcist ideas was likely the reason.

Black minds were awakened to the ongoing reality of racism
by the series of televised police killings and flimsy exonerations
that followed the Obama election, the movement for Black Lives,
and the eventual racist ascendancy of Donald Trump. By 2017,
59 percent of Black people expressed the antiracist position that
racism is the main reason Blacks can't get ahead (compared to
35 percent of Whites and 45 percent of Latinx). But even then,
about a third of Black people still expressed the racist position
that struggling Blacks are mostly responsible for their own condi-
tion, compared to 54 percent of Whites, 48 percent of Latinx,

and 75 percent of Republicans.

Clearly, a large percentage of Blac _ "
facist ideas. But | still wanted to believe Stewart’s ‘‘them niggers
©Omment was abnormal. The truth 1, though, Stewart had PUt
U4 mirror, | had to face it. I hated what I saw. He was saylr}g
it 1 had been thinking for years. He had the coursge (05 )

|: , | y
lated iy for that.

Ho o )
lcigy W was his criticism of Black people

k people hold anti-Black

different than my crit-
for their own votes

L of Black
of Black people when we blamed them fOf tage? How

8 8tolen or acriie " ) rg and
W our ¢p; ke cuse d them of letha gyd'ﬂ‘erent 7om the anti~
B). rticism of Black pcoplc any i .+ office that day

P i s
Crityes . ;
ticism of White racists? I learne

('i”
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s wrong with Black people, T am
If from them, essentially saying
I am being a racist.
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that every time I say something 1
y separating mys¢

*When 1 do this,

simultancousl

“them mggers.

I THOUGHT ONIY White people could be racist ;md that Black
ot be racist, because Black people did not haye
power. I thought | atinx. Asians, Middle Easterners, and Natives
could not be racist, because they did not have p.()Wer_ I had no
ense of the reactionary history of this construction, of its racist

}‘&‘\‘}‘l\‘ k'\‘lll\i n

bearing.
This powerless defense, as I call it, emerged in the wake of

“rcist Whites dismissing antiracist policies and ideas as racist in the
late 1960s. In subsequent decades, Black voices critical of White
racism defended themselves from these charges by saying, “Black
people can’t be racist, because Black people don’t have power.”

Quietly, though, this defense shields people of color in posi-
tons of power from doing the work of antiracism, since they are
apparently powerless, since White people have all the power. This
means that people of color are powerless to roll back racist poli-
cies and close racial inequities even in their own spheres of influ-
ence, the places where they actually do have some power to effect
change. The powerless defense shields people of color from
charges of racism even when they are reproducing racist policies
and justifying them with the same racist ideas as the White people
they call racist. The powerless defense shields its believers from
the history of White people empowering people of color © o
press people of color and of people of color using their Int*
power to oppress people of color for their own persona1

Like every other racist idea, the powerless defense ! e
Lt o s W
reach of White d(; Pmet and axpatich e

Thie Bcrarlnce dore callle®
Wiy g(;::rlcs; finCﬂSC do.es not clolrls.idt‘r Pe(;pl;:w ives \:f:l‘-
have the POWJP() lL-YIl]flkerS like politicians - a acist!

€r to nstitute and eliminate racist 3%

gain. |
nderes®”

g Of

nt




o policy managers like officers and middle manager
d to execute or withhold racist and antimciqtg g
acist policies.
Cery Sing]e.p.erson actually has the power to protest racist and
7 antirJCiSf p()llcws, to advance them, or, in some small way, to stall
them- Nation-states, sectors, communities, institutions are run by
cymakers and policies and policy managers. “Institutional
“ystemic power” or “structural power” is the policy-
aging power of people, in groups or individually.
says Black people can’t be racist because Black

E jciess
: Owel't’

poli
power
- making and man

¥t

When someone
people don’t have “institutional power,” they are flouting sl

B The powerless defense strips Black policymakers and manag-
ers of all their power. The powerless defense says the more than
154 African Americans who have served in Congress from 1870
10 2018 had no legislative power. [t says none of the thousands of
state and local Black politicians have any lawmaking power. It says
'U.S. Supreme Court justice Clarence Thomas never had the
r to put his vote to antiracist purposes. The powerless de-
fense says the more than seven hundred Black judges on state
 courts and more than two hundred Black judges on federal courts
have had no power during the trials and sentencing processes that
built our system of mass incarceration. It says the more than fifty-
seven thousand Black police officers do not have the power to
 brutalize and kill the Black body. It says the three thousand Black
police chiefs, assistant chiefs, and commanders have no power
over the officers under their command. The powerless defense
-says the more than forty thousand full-time Black faculty at US.
colleges and universities in 2016 did not have the power tO pass
and fail Black students, hire and tenure Black faculty, or _Sh_ape _the
:m(r;ds of Black people. It says the world’§ 'ele\.ren Black bﬂl;orslant"ez
1 the 380,000 Black millionaire families in the United State

’ | ' ' iracl It says
* 10 economic power, to use¢ 10 Facist or antiracist ways y
500 companies

the g

.- SIXteen Black CEO ho've run Fortune

Sln\ & S W O ' - a
a(ekl()()g had no power to diversify their workforc:ls. \X(/)?lc;inin
g, | e in the W

2()) AN stepped into the most powerful offic e

d ’ l] I p ] . . S

powe

ay ,
€ executive power. As
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gcncml had any

of his Black attorneys
Lpeeration, or his Blac
Fity wdviser had no pu\\vr. I'he cruth s Black peo
Luse Black people do have power, even if limited.
| her thar

i Nno power,

| sy limited Black power rat
I\ the United States. But not absolutely. Ap.
ecess! iplete control over all levels of powey

Il pohcy managers. All minds. [ronically, the (ml-
¢ can gain full control is by convincing u{

all the power. If we accept th

¢ NO power, we are falling under the sort of minz

¢ will, in fact, rob us of any power to resist. As Black

Histon Month father Carter G. Woodson once wrote: “Wh

| 4 man's thinking you do not have to worry about }C;n

sctions. You do not have to tell him not to stand here or go §

Lim.‘l)Hc. \\'illiﬁnd his ‘proper place’ and will stay in it.” 5o yon-

Qacist 1deas are constantly produced

st. Racist ideas lez)ike Black t;e;a%e thf.: powen

ple believe White

people }.m‘e all the power, elevating them to gods. And
mgreg;m_onists lash out at these all-powerful gods ;:IS le]l S0 Bla.ck
e dlc_i e couege, while Black assimilationists worshi o d.evﬂs,
powerful White angels, strive to become them t:) 15 thmhau.-
’ urry thewr

] ] ] . . .

policies.
Aside fro ’
m Justice Clarence Thomas’s murderous gang of ant

Black jud
gments over
on Black racist Crimethiiyears’ e egregious Black
2004 presidential electi recent American history decided
tion by takin g Oh.CCtlo.n, George W. Bush narrowly won reelec-
Black Secretary of 1;) with the crucial help of Ohio’s ambitiow
neously as Bush’ t.ate, Ken Blackwell, who operated gmult
U]ack. I :j s Ohio campaign co-chair
well direc ) '
provisional ballots t:hd county boards to limit voters’ access © e
from voti 5 that ensured ‘
e Voting rolls eould th.at anyone 1mpr0p6fY ol
Cgistration for cast their ballot. He ordered
stock ms accepte d 1 _ : ,_poull
paper, a ] ; only on expensive eIty © en
4 teChnl 2 d w
que to exclude newly regist®

-k national secu-
ple can be rac-

Pﬂ\\'(
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Note that
W hite powet ontro
ute pow er {ates con
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\” }‘\‘El\ 105, "\

hat White powe

way |
already have

chat White people
‘dea that we hav

control tha

vou control

people to resi




. almost certainly knew were more likely to be Black)

(Wh" he b et . :
U - [;];u'k\\""” s supervision, county boards were falsely telling
pnt ; w tlhayv o ; . :
: o prlsmlt% they could not vote. County boards allocated
)' . il y " ) ) g € - &
-hines to Iu(l\nly IDemocratic cities, Black Ohic
. Bl "

. yoting 1nac

< on average waited fifty-two minutes to vote, thirty-four

; t\\\'(‘l

V(\n.l ’ e AVC N[ 4
Jinutes longer than W hite voters, according to one post-election
L udy. Lons lines caused 3 percent of Ohio voters to leave before
;1ppmx1l‘nately 174,000 potential votes walked

. meaning
Jarger than Bush’s 118,000 margin of victory. “Blackwell

-1;1Lit‘ Katherine Harris lqok like a cupcake,” Representative John
Conyers «id after investigating Ohio’s voter suppression, refer-
ing to the Florida secretary of state who certified Bush as winner
L the election .1 2000. But according to the theory that Black
people can’t be racist because they lack power, Blackwell didn’t
have the power tO suppress Black votes. Remember, we are all
or antiracists. How can Florida’s Katherine Harris be
) and Blackwell be an antiracist in 2004¢

After unsuccessfully running for Ohio governor in 2006 and
man of the Republican National Committee in 2009, Black-
well joined Trump’s Presidential Advisory Commission on Elec-
tion Integrity in May 2017. The commission had clearly been set
up, although Trump would never admit it, to find new ways to
suppress the voting power of Trump’s opponents, especially the
Democratic Party’s most loyal voters: Black people. Clearly, even
thirteen years later, Trump officials had not forgotten Blackwell’s
state-of-the-art racist work suppressing Black votes for Bush’s re-

election.

With the popularity of the powerless d
criminals like Blackwell get away with their ra
them Uncle Toms, sellouts, Oreos, puppe
he right thing: racist. Black people need to do more t

helr “Black card,” as we call 1t. We need to paste the 12
| t"};eu foreheads for all the world to see-

ual-he Saying “Black people can’t be racist” reproduc.es the false
1ty of racist and not-racist promoted racists to deny

either racists
2 racist 10 200(

chair

efense, Black on Black
cism. Black people
ts—everything but
han revoke
cist card
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being called racist but who want tO expregg
heir racist policies while being identik
hat they say or do. By thi :

. S ; 5 th
C()t‘y’
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\\"'h() arce ;ll]gl"_\' Al‘l'ill('
racist views and support {
no matter w
Black PL‘U}\IC can hate them NIgEers, value Light people Over
Dark people, support anti-Latinx jmmigration policies, defeng
the anti-Native team mascots, back bans against Middle Easter
Muslims, and sull escape charges of racism. By this theory, Lntin:
unknown Black bodies, Suppor;

Asians, and Natives can fear
1g policies, and still escape charges of racism, B
sm. By

hite people as devils and aliens ang

fied as not-racist,

mass-1ncarcerati

this theory, 1 can look upon W

«till escape charges of racism.
When we stop denying the duality of racist and antiracist |
can take an accurate accounting of the racial ideas and policie; g p
support. For the better part of my life I held both racist and a g b
mc%sr ideas, supported both racist and antiracist policies; I've bt: §
antiracist one moment, racist in many more moments. To Sﬂ .
Bla_ck people can’t be racist is to say all Black people are b .ay %
antiracist at all times. My own story tells me that 1s not true S?sg m
CHs-

tory agrees.
g
Tk
i

;:\1 (L”:; i(” ()) };DI;E,D IjISTORY f)f Black racists begins in 1526 in Della { !
“ Mzcm ell’ Africa (l?escrtptzon of Africa), authored by a Moroc- ¥ |
o H?Sozn:\;?\?er\;vas k1dnappeF1 after he visited sub-Saharan AF .im:
s Hy e presented him to Pope Leo X, who converted iy

ristianity, freed him, and renamed him Leo Africants ﬂ"fdr]

Descripti .
ription of Africa was translated into multiple Europea® lan- 1
{j-Bl:lC

guages and ey . . _
Fidigl: el nerged as the most influential book of an Iy
;mdl J)1 eas in the sixteenth century, when the British, French: ;\Ient-hrﬁ
- uktch were diving into slave trading. “Negroe>- ' leade Il %L
:as . . ) . : 0 I
dcxtcrj(' 'nd of life, being utterly destitute of the useé Ofreahoniw' y !
e les of wit, and of all arts,” Africanus Wrote: “The F;Om«f .Bln
> themselves, q¢ . . 4 [0 W
5, dS . b n 3
among wild | ” if they had continually lived - qaved o A
sub-Sah d beasts.” Africanus may have made up P {iaat:‘
| ~odhare T1 . - )
m Africa to secure favor from the Ialid” wut- . AR
lfq [

Englis} :
1glishman Richard Ligon may have made up
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ery, as in the successful 1804 Haitian revolutio

\L. Old - .
o:rujtC oats from their masters,” Veseys chief lie
i ers. “They’ll betray us.” One recruiter did n
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» d B History of !lu" Island c_)'/ Barbadoes, published in 1657
Led by Sambo, 1 group (,ﬂ slaves disclose a plot for a slave rcv;;lt'
They rofuse their master’s rewards. A confused master asks why.
Lagon parra ‘
ing t0 Ligon.

tes. 1t was “but an act of Justice,” Sambo says, accord
[heir duty. They are “sufhiciently” rewarded “in the

(1)

Act.
Slavery V
believed they were supposed to be enslaved. The same was

\.r;]s_]ustmcd in Sambo’s narrative, because some Black

Peoplc
truc O
slave narrative,

¢ Ukawsaw Gronniosaw, who authored the first known
in 1772. Born to Nigerian royalty, Gronniosaw
was enslaved at fifteen by an ivory merchant, who sold him to a
Dutch captain. “My master grew Very fond of me, and I loved
him exceedingly” and “endeavored to convince him, by every
action, that my only pleasure was to serve him well.” The ship
reached Barbados. A New Yorker purchased Gronniosaw and
brought him home, where he came to believe there was “a black
man call'd the Devil that lived in hell.” Gronniosaw was sold again
to a minister, who transformed him from “a poor heathen” into
an enslaved Christian. He was apparently happy to escape the
Black Devil.

Slaveowners welcomed ministers preaching the gospel of eter-
nal Black enslavement, derived from the reading of the Bible
where all Black people were the cursed descendants of Ham. A
fifty-one-year-old free Black carpenter had to first teach away
these racist ideas in 1818 as he began recruiting thousands of en-
slaved Blacks to join his slave revolt around Charleston, South
Carolina. Denmark Vesey set the date of the revolt for July 14,
1822, the anniversary of the storming of the Bastille during the
French Revolution, The aim of the revolt was to take down slav-
n that inspired

Vesey.

S But the revolt had to remain a secret, Vet
on’ et 2 et
N't mention it “to those waiting men who r

from some slaves.
eceive presents of
utenants told re-
ot listen and told

oy . -
¢ slave Peter Prioleau, who promptly told his master 1 May.

{

i
i
\
i
|
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1822, South Carolina enslavers had destroyed Vese‘y’s
one estimate placed as high asq nine thousand Stmng_
Vesey, hung on July 2, 1822, remained dg.'hant to) the \;el_'y end,
| "l"l.u' Snllth Carolina legislature CIH:\HC]pﬂFCd I et'er I rioleay ot
Christmas Day, 1822, and bestowed on him a -hfetlme annug|
hris 1840, he'd acquired seven slaves of his own and liveg

By late June
;“-IHY. \\"h i(-h

pension. By 1t _ - oo
comfortably in Charleston’s free Light community. Even whey, e

was a slave, this Black man had no desire to get rid of his Master
He used his power to spoil one of the most well-organized slave
revolts in American history. He used his power to fully take oh
the qualities of his master, to become him: slaves, racist 1deas, anq
all.

PETER PRIOLEAU RESEMBLED William Hannibal Thomas, ,
nineteenth-century Black man who wanted to be accepted by
White people as one of their own. But as Jim Crow spread in the
1890s, Thomas was shoved more deeply into Blackness. He f.
nally deployed the tactic self-interested Black racists have beep
using from the beginning to secure White patronage: He at-
tacked Black people as inferior. When Thomas’s The American
Negro appeared weeks before Booker T. Washington’s Up from
Slavery in 1901, The New York Times placed Thomas “next to
Mr. Booker T. Washington, the best American authority on the
negro question.”

Blacks are an “mtrinsically inferior type of humanity,” Thoma
wrote. Black history is a “record of lawless existence.” Blacks at
mentally retarded, immoral savages, “unable practically to disce”
ET:?:? right arl(:}"wrong,” Thomas wrote. Ninet,y’l Percf:l;;t
degradat?men are “in bondage to physical pleasure.” Th® oder?

on of our freedwomen is without parallel in -

o (k08

o : ties ¢
cwvilization” I the end, Thomas’s “list of negative qua
Negroes se

emed limitless” as his biographer concluded- fLi%'h[

Thomas believed himself to be among a minority * "y
People who hyg
this ¢

Do SR L) heritE
sw overcome their inferior blolog“_:alw e fe
AVING remnant” was set “apart from their




':n.” We sh?Wa Thomas pleaded to_White people, that “the re-
b ption of tl.lt‘ negro is... possible a.nd assured through a
borough qssimilation of tlje ‘t‘hoqght and ideals of American civ-
fation.” To speed up thls Qntlonal assimilation,” Thomas ad-
b o restricting the voting rights of corrupt Blacks, intensely
Jlicing natural Black criminals, and placing all Black children
nth White guardians.

- Black people stamped William Hannibal Thomas as the “Black
hdas.” Black critics ruined his credibility and soon White racists
buld no longer use him, so they tossed him away like a paper
ate, 1s White racists have done to so many disposable Black rac-
sts over the years. Thomas found work as a janitor, before dying
o obscurity in 1935.

. Black people would be betrayed by Black on Black criminals
joain and again 1n the twentieth century. In the 1960s, the diver-
wiifying of America’s police forces was supposed to alleviate the
rii@8eourge of police brutality against Black victims. The fruit of de-
e s des of antiracist activism, a new crop of Black officers were
L expected to treat Black citizens better than their White counter-
jarts did. But reports immediately surfaced in the 1960s that
8lack officers were as abusive as White officers. One report noted
in some places, low-income Negroes prefer white policemen
iecause of the severe conduct of Negro officers.” A 1966 study
bund Black officers were not as likely to be racist as Whites, but
significant minority expressed anti-Black racist ideas like, “I'm
elling you these people are savages. And they're real dirty.” Or the
4 ack officer who said, “There have always been jobs for Ne-
Foes, but the f people are too stupid to go out and get an
fucation. They all want the easy way out.”

: TO color police racism as White on the pretext that only
¢ people can be racist is to ignore the non-White officer’s
; ;tzl_?f Prpﬁling and killing “them niggers.” It 1s tg lgnogl thlit
i (e LT 0 2012 of Brooklyn' Shante FRWEVEL
J ay Wer:fl;he six officers invo'lved 1.r1 the‘ 201051 66?;{ hiciseh
it |, lack, that the police killer in 2 il
] ont Scott was Black, and that one of the police

“r,‘.

pk
o A




£ Sh
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-

- Q o’ Stephon Clark was Black. How can
in 2018 of Sacramentos Stephon € lnlf was Bl o the
White officers tvolved in the deaths of Terence Crutcher, Sandy,

Michael Brown, Laquan McDonald, ang

Valter Scott,
Bland. Walter L. ¢ ' ’ i
Decynthia Clements be racist but their Black counterparts be oy,
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m']_l]l.t:tiw fiir. one survey of nearly eight thousand sworn officers ;
-y 2017 makes strikingly clear that White officers are far and away
more likely to be racist than Black officers these days. Nearly 41
(©2 percent) of White officers surveyed agreed with the post.
rrcial idea that “our country has made the changes needed tq give it

Blacks equal rights with Whites.” Only 6 percent of White offi. g

cers co-signed the antiracist idea that “our country needs to gy "
tinue making changes to give Blacks equal rights with Whites» |k
) e

compared to 69 percent of Black officers. But the disparity shrinkg |
concerning deadly police encounters. Black officers (57 Percent)
are only twice as likely as White officers (27 percent) to say “the |l
deaths of Blacks during encounters with police in recent years are HLC

signs of a broader problem.” N
The new crop of Black politicians, judges, police chiefs. and :H[

officers in the 1960s and subsequent decades helped to create 2 o |
new problem. Rising levels of violent crime engulfed impover- | c
ished neighborhoods. Black residents bombarbed their politicians
and crime fighters with their racist fears of Black criminals as op-
posed to criminals. Neither the residents nor the politicians nor | Iy
the crime fighters wholly saw the heroin and crack problem a2 ni
public-health crisis or the violent-crime problem in poor neigf- CDE;E
borhoods where Black people lived as a poverty problem. Black |,

_ iy

P_‘?O_Plt‘ scemed to be more worried about other Black peop® i,
k}]llmg them in drug wars or robberies by the thousands each ¥ i,
th : p . . jseases i
k']T] about the cancers, heart diseases, and respiratory dise . Y
1in A 0s€ '
g them by the hundreds of thousands each year. T has .\A‘“d;

fesses were not mentioned, but “Black on Black e Je!

reached a critical level that threatens our existence 2 .eO‘I: o

:}tmte Eb()”)’ publisher John H. Johnson, in a 1979 5P ip ¢

in(jt:te(? ;‘Zl};]tii ?lack.oﬂ S Cri.me ot intem_ahtf:tteljfocu
a critical level—this new Black-3

18
s p
s 0
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f “Black crime” helped feed the growth of the m
ove-

; e CriSIS ¥ y .
' -d mass incarceration that would wre

ment coward m . , ck a generation

" e rise of mass incarceration was partially fueled by Bla(;k
eople who, even as they adopted racist ideas, did so ostensibl

sut of trying to save the Black community in the 1970s. But thz
oo brought a more premeditated form of racism, as channeled
hrough the Black administrators Ronald Reagan appointed to
i cabinet. Under Clarence Thomas’s directorship from 1980 to
986, the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission doubled
e number of discrimination cases it dismissed as “no cause.”
samuel Pierce, Reagan’s secretary of the Department of Housing
~d Urban Development (HUD), redirected billions of dollars in
federal funds allotted for low-income housing to corporate inter-
ests and Republican donors. Under Pierce’s watch in the first half
of the 1980s, the number of public-housing units in non-White
peighborhoods dropped severely. Poor Black people faced a hous-
ing crisis in the 1980s that Pierce made worse, even though he
had the power to alleviate it, setting the stage for future secretaries
of HUD like Trump’s appointee, Ben Carson. These were men
who used the power they’d been given—no matter how limited

ind conditional—in inarguably racist ways.

s THE £p1ToR and I stared each other down, I 'had a heated
fonversation—and conversion—in my mind. Eventually, the si-
[ received

ence broke and the editor excused me from his office.
0 ultimatum before the end of the workday: Terminate my race
olumn for The Famuan or be terminated from my internship.at
8¢ Tallahassee Democrat. 1 terminated my column in absolute bit-
thess, feeling as if I terminated a part of myself.

And [ dig begin to terminate a part of myself—for the better.
1 10 silence one half of the war within me t'he duel t-)e—
ECN antiracism and assimilation that W.E.B. Du Bois gave voice

b, and 4 single conscious-
Started embraci struggle toward a -
: bracing the strugg . African American

® of aneir
g tracism, [ picked up a second ma
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I took my first Black history course that fall of 203
of four African and African American history Cours;f.:s,lt
take over three semesters with FAMU professor Ds
His precise, detailed, engaging, but somehow funny
temancally walked me back through history for the

’](‘ ﬁrgt

. Woulg
Vld JaCkam'
lectures 5ys-

ﬁrst time_ I
had imagined history as a battle: on one side Black folks, on ¢

other a team of “them niggers” and White folks. [ started to gee
tor the first time that it was a battle between racists and antiracistg
Ending one confusion started another: what to do with my
lite. As a senior in the fall of 2004, I found that sports journalism
no longer moved me. At least not like this thrilling new history |
was discovering. 1 ended up abandoning the press box for what
Americans were saying was the most “dangerous” box.



