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i ifyin peop\e of European de-
e who 18 classifying
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ANTI-WHITE R

iologically culturally, or behaviorally inferior or conflating
scent as blologiueiin

e | . ‘ ower.
ntire race of White people with racist p
the e ) rac t

«roop 1N THE doorframe, sometime in March 2002. Clarence
probably sensed another argument coming. We were tailor-
made to argue against each other. Intensely cynical, Clarence
seemed to believe nothing. Intensely gullible, I was liable to be-
lieve anything, a believer more than a thinker. Racist ideas love
believers, not thinkers.
“So what you want to tell me?” Clarence asked.

“I think I figured White people out,” I said.
“What 1s it now?”

I'D ARRIVED AT FAMU trying to figure Black people out. ‘1had
never seen so many Black people together with positive mow™
[ wrote in an English 101 essay in October 2000. The sentf“:
seemed out of place, sandwiched nastily between T 'r-lei'l"
heard the worlg famous ‘Marching 100’ perform” and TV

ol
my first eyer ' ors &

| college football game.” The idea—even ™™
Place. How ¢ &

gether wj 'd T overlook all those Black people Wh‘? o™
FWith positive motives in all those places and SPX
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pringing’ Howldld lfbecf’”’e the Black judge? Racist ideas
eﬂd reality and retrofit history, including our individual his-
‘eSI;ti Black racist ideas covered my freshm
Anti-Dl : 2 an eves like
_ contacts when I first moved into Gibbs L};&1:1 h:lliL F’R}"\;E—
eﬂ you entered the lobby, to the right you'd see a Busy tired-‘
king office. [f you took a slight left, you'd find yoursel;walk~
y down the hallway to my dorm room; a sharper left would take
to the television room, where our dorm’s cluster of basketball
s regularly lost bitter arguments to the army of football fans
er television rights.
There were no arguments on, or games on, in the television
om on the evening of November 7, 2000. We still had our
ame faces on, though. Rookie voters, we were watching the
lection results unfold, hoping that our votes would help keep the
other of Florida’s governor out of the White House. Black Flo-
dians had not forgotten Jeb Bush’s termination of affirmative-
ction programs earlier in the year. We had voted to save the rest
f America from the racist Bushes.
| The election was coming down to the winner of Florida. The
olls closed, and before long we saw Al Gore’s winning face flash
the screen. Game over. We rejoiced. I joined a joyful exodus
ut of the television room. We marched to our dorm rooms like
fans streaming from the stadium when the Marching 100’ half-
ime show ended. The people had come to see what the people

had come to see.

The next morning, I awoke to learn that George W. Bush
omehow held a narrow lead in Florida of 1,784 votes. Too close
0 call, and Jeb Bush’s appointees were overseeing the recount.

B The unfairness of it all crashed on me that November. My
"EANti-Black racist ideas were no consolation. I walked out of my
B “°"m room that morning into a world of anguish. In the weeks

P followed, I heard and overheard, read and reread, angry, tear-
’ Ul first- ang secondhand stories of FAMU students :gmd their
"I Milies back home not being able to vote. Compl.?unts fmm

Ak citizens who’d registered but never received their registra-
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cation had been changed. Or they

jenied a ballot without a registration card o

e long linc when polls closed. Or they Wcrr.
| felons they could not vote. Earlier in t} L.
y- cight housand alleged felons from tll(
le were only 11 pereent of registered v "
the purge list. And about tW(‘\)il.

tion cards. Or thetr yoting 1o

were unlawfully <
ordered to leave tl
told that as convicted
Florida purgcd fift
‘k peop
4 percent of
purged were not convicted felons

year,
voting rolls. Blac
ers but comprised 4
thousand of those¢ people
on officials seemed more focused
sed on

Reporters and campal
Floridians whose yvotes were 2
PTe \ s were not counted or cou
nted the
Wrong

way. Palm Beach County used confusing ballots that caused ab
« e 1 ()ut

nineteen thousand spoiled ballots and perhaps three th
Gore voters to muist: ‘ ousand
: listakenly vote for P
at Buchanan. G
’ Iadsdcn

County, next to Tallahassee, had Florida’s highest percent
‘ age of

Black voters and the hi i
e ¢ hlghest spoilage rate. Blacks were ten t;
more likely than Whites to have their ballots rejected e
inequity could not be explained by 1 Gt e
or bad ballot desi : y income or educational level
Ry esign, according to a New York Tirmes stati vels
S : I
read}']l § d o 16&_ one explanation, one that at first I e
- [:; 37 gd mit: racism. A total of 179,855 ballots were .Coul‘d -
y N tr1 1 election officials in a race ultimately won b 12‘372;11dated
wenty-nine- 0 VOtes.
that Jresistezy eﬁgftsyeztlr old ed, (Gt sanicsl et BuShi legal te:fsn
ok at manual rec :
that could ha ounts in Democratic countl
pushing for m\;uljtted Gore tens of thousands of votes w}tlli(lt
recounts 1n R : .
Bush 185 additional votes oz Gountice taa netted
Watchin : '
o this horror fli
1C . ;
after the electi k unfold, 1 recoiled in fear for days
N on. But not some of -
massed the courage I did of my peers at FAMU. The}
1¥a ) n . .
. Courage is not the ab ot have, that al anfracist 10 .
1s right in the face of .:‘ince of fear, but the strength £ do wh*
- ] | U
Some of s are restrain éss the anonymous phﬂOSOpher tell.s*lb
re b e o3 \\T
esist. In our natvers y fear of what could happe® o usil
Us~—or ; divete, we are | opelt ©
ors already happen; e less fearful of what co
€m : ’ 10
On November 9 gg to us—if we don’t TSt gan’
b ' S
000, FAMU'’s courage®™ ga
thous']

ent :
leaders directed 1 silent march of tWO
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. ampus to Florida’s nearb .

_ from c¢amp 45 nearby capitol

nts pitol, where ¢h
vy

de o i PP e aiboien Tnermd £
onduffﬁ‘d a sit-in. The sit-in lasted for about twenty-four h
¢ v s |- . ) ik ours
Ate ¢ we launched back at ¢ ;
hut the witch hunt-we ched back at campus lasted for weeks |
We hunted out those thousands of FAMU stud a i
students |

fnot months.

i
ot vote. We shamed those nonvoters with stories of
‘ ' 50

who did 1
pt‘ﬂplc who marched so we could vote. I participated in this fool-
ish hunt—on¢ seems to recur every time an election is lost. The
chaming ignores the real source of our loss and heartbreak. The
fact was that Black people delivered enough voters to win, but
those voters were sent home or their votes spoiled. Racist ideas
often lead to this silly psychological inversion, where we blame
the victimized race for their own victimization.

When on December 12, 2000, the U.S. Supreme Court
stopped Florida’s recount, I no longer saw the United States as a
democracy. When Gore conceded the next day, when White
Democrats stood aside and let Bush steal the presidency on the
strength of destroyed Black votes, I was shot back into the binary
thinking of Sunday school, where I was taught about good and
evil, God and the Devil. As Bush’s team transitioned that winter,
[ transitioned into hating White people.

White people became devils to me, but 1 had to figure out
how they came to be devils. I read “The Making of Devil,” a
chapter in Elijah Muhammad’s Message o the Blackman in America,
written in 1965. Muhammad led the unorthodox Nation of Islam
(NOI) from 1934 until his death in 1975. According to the theol-
0gy he espoused, more than six thousand years ago, in an all-
Black world, a wicked Black scientist named Yakub was exiled
dlongside his 59,999 followers to an island in the Aegean Sea.
Yakub plotted his revenge against his enemies: ‘to create upon

€earth a devil race” _
mgzili(:b eStablished a brutal island regime of SEIEC:Y; 21:3‘?3%;;
Light pz(mlﬁ‘ﬁmg COlorls-m. s 3]_1 Da}:' filllowers carried
on, Creat')p e to breed. When Yakub died, his e Red race
 fron, h lflg the Brown race from the Black race, el

- "¢ Brown race, the Yellow race from the Red race, an
Vhite .. ’ . rs. “on the
~' Ace from the Yellow race. After siX hundred years,

s o P R PR
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ale-skinned, colq_
R . hese hlond, pa d
island of Patmos was nothing but thes

blue-eved devils—savages.

] (13 ]
Wilﬂt "C(’i'lk‘ l‘l\'-‘\l(\ki tll(,\ lll.lllllaln

1 hell torn by quarreling g, g
_ . White criminals ,

fighting.” Black authorities chained ‘tl;;urope When the Bilrilld
I]i.\l‘\'ht\‘d them to the prison c;wt‘.'*} Otthe wildetnes? NO theoe
v “Moses lifte he serpent 11 1 oh ;
savs, Moses lifted up t I lic of the devil white race MOSes
hing them civilization"

3 Y o 1 ()
been a peacetul heaven on carth int

logians say the “‘serpent 1s symbo
lit:tcd up out of the cave;1 of Etgc;z; SteaC

-ule for the next six thousan :
N ]RL:Clt:lﬁ’iiltl iiiz t\)Si;hite rule for sixX .thousand yezirs, this histo
of White people sounded eerily Sj@lar to the hlStm_.y of Black
people I'd learned piecemeal in Wl'.ufje SChOdS of racist though
White racists cast Black people as living in the bushes of Afric,
instead of in caves, until Moses, in the form of White enslayers
and colonizers, arrived as a civilizer. Slavery and colonizatioq
ended before Black people—and Africa—became civilized in the
ways of White people. Black people descended into criminality
and ended up lynched, segregated, and mass-incarcerated by
noble officers of the law in “developed” White nations. “Devel-
oping” Black nations became riddled with corruption, ethnic
strife, and incompetence, keeping them poor and unstable, de-
spite all sorts of “aid” from the former mother countries in Eu-
rope. The NOI history of White people was the racist history of
Black people in Whiteface.

According to NOI mythology, during World War I, God ap-
peared on earth in the form of Wallace Fard Muhammad. I
1931, Fard sent Elijah Muhammad on the divine mission © savfj
the “Lost-Found Nation of Islam” in the United States— "
deem Black people with knowledge of this true history: »

My first time reading this story, | sat there in my dormuf i
"Weating, mesmerized, scared, Tt felt like 1 had climbed *

- * . s lll
Consgmcd forbidden frujt. Every White person who'd!
me, since my third-
me

.

1
_ grade teacher, suddenly rushed bjc 510
mory like 3 locomotive blaring its horn 1n the m

e
ores . ) thOS
St But my attention remained focused on
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Il those White

- als turn;
R e A - ng ;
White state othicials purging voters, White Jaw g away
4WYers and

efending the voter suppression. All those White polir:
‘ ';11;-\‘ «choing (}m'&“-‘ call to, “for the sake of our unity as ‘; ;)::ilt;-
bnd the strength of our democracy” concede the election to Bui)hL
. people showed me they did not actually care about na-
- nal unity o democracy, only unity among and democr
White people!

E | lay in my dorm room, staring up at the ceiling, silently rag-
g at the White people walking away into the wilderness to plan
¥ ﬁsh's presidency.

l.gilroaded the election of 2000 in Florida. A

’_.‘ ,
ho d ) . L . )
g intimidating voters, White poll offi;

‘olicel
yoters:

. does d

acy for

= P

ELIJAH MUHAMMAD’S WHITE creation story made so much sense
o me. Half a century earlier, it also made sense to a calculating,
@ cursing, and crazy young Black prisoner nicknamed “Satan.” One
& day, in 1948, Satan’s brother, Reginald, whispered to him during
8% visit, “The white man is the devil.” When he returned to his
Massachusetts cell, a line of White people appeared before his
eves. He saw White people lynching his activist father, commit-
ing his activist mother to an insane asylum, splitting up his sib-
ings, telling him being a lawyer was “no realist goal for a nigger,”
degrading him on eastern railroads, trapping him for the police,
Sentencing him to eight to ten years for robbery because his girl-
friend was White. His brothers and sisters, clutching their sore
hecks from a similar rope of White racism, had already conve.rted
0 the Nation of Islam. In no time, they turned Satan back into
Malcolm Little, and Malcolm Little into Malcolm X.

Malcolm X Jeft prison in 1952 and quickly began to grow

‘. Hjah Muhammad’s Nation of Islam, through his powerful speak-
Ol caught the at-

g and oy e N
- ganizing. The suddenly resurgent : '
: og()n of the media, and in 1959 Louis LomaxX and Mlk;{ \T/&H’I’a}fa‘i
E ced a television documentary on the NOI, The Hateé

qt e-
1 £ Pr()duced’ Whlch ran on CBS It made Malcolm X a hous
- Name,
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ing the Nation of lslaml, Malcolm X Made
the hajj to Meced and changed his nnmc‘ 'ﬂt-’»‘“'lv tci C}—Hal] Mali
W converted o orthodox Islam. Never have [ w;;_
ol-Shabazz, a1 Hm,v‘.\\,[u-lming spirit of true brotherhood as
p‘_‘“_tm,d by people of all colors :m.d races here 1n this AnCienst
tolo L.md.;' he wrote home o April 2()..l)ays later, he begay, 0@
..[m,:\_ wside some of my previous conclusions \,abou.t white peo.
ole] .. - You may be shocked by these W.OrdS coming from
But . . . | have always been a man who tries to face facts, ang t(;
of life as new experience and new knoWledge
unfolds it.” On September 22, 1964, Malcolm made no Mistake
.bout his conversion. 1 totally reject Elijah Muhammadss racig
philosophy, which he has labeled ‘Islam’ only to fool and migyse
gullible people, as he fooled and misused me,” he wrote. “By |
blame only myself, and no one else for the fool that I was, and the

harm that my evangelic foolishness in his behalf has done to oth

128 = HOW T

In 1964, after leav

nessed quch’ an

accept the reality

”

ers.
Months before being assassinated, Malcolm X faced a fact

many gdmirers of Malcolm X still refuse to face: Black people can
be racist toward White people. The NOI's White-devil idea isa
classic example. Whenever someone classifies people of European
descent as biologically, culturally, or behaviorally inferior, when-
ever someone says there is something wrong with White people
as a group, someone 1s articulating a racist idea.

bra;[;hlz ;zltl}ifdtehmg \grong yvith White people is when they e
e o aST an Pohaes and then deny their ideas and pol-
e and. 1S 1§ n(?t .to ignore that White people have
i denslaV§d millions of indigenous and African peo”
i 1eb and 1mp0verished millions of people of col”
ing et 'dg obe as their nations grew rich, all the while Pr(.)duf"

st1deas that blame the victims. This is to say theit

f histor
of pillaging "
chplengnlg 1s not the result of the evil genes or culture® of r;:"
. Ihere’s no . . sepd
the warlik such thing as White genes. We must Edern

ea r z .
empire and rg t?edy, b_lgOte(L and individualist cultures © e
of White *c1al capitalism (more on that later) from ©1° :ist;u!f"
People. They are not one and the same as the i
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often tem-
.d by

)Cﬂl J . A—— votalra &
To be Jntiracist 18 to never mistake the global march of W hite
o the global march of White people. To be antiracist is to

;’;!Ci-“mt Sriedat ] - ;
istake the antiracist hate of White racism for the racist

ne\"\r n I ,.{., l tn . "
hate of Whllt pu)p ¢. 10 be an ll.luht 1S to never conflate racist
pcOPIC with White people, knowing there are antiracist Whites

und racist non-Whites. To be antiracist is to see ordinary White
peoplk‘ 1 the frequent victimizers of people of color and the fre-
nt victims of racist power. Donald Trump’s economic policies

quc Y .

are geared toward enriching White male power—but at the ex-
pense of most of his White male followers, along with the rest
of us.

We must discern the difference between racist power (racist
policymakers) and White people. For decades, racist power con-
ributed to stagnating wages, destroying unions, deregulating
banks and corporations, and steering funding for schools into
prison and military budgets, policies that have often drawn a
backlash from some White people. White economic inequality,
for instance, soared to the point that the so-called “99 percenters”
occupied Wall Street in 2011, and Vermont senator Bernie Sand-

‘ers ran a popular presidential campaign against the “billionaire
class” in 2016.
Of course, ordinary White people benefit from racist policies,
though not nearly as much as racist power and not nearly as much
. & they could from an equitable society, one where the average
- White voter could have as much power as superrich White men
to decide elections and shape policy. Where their kids’ business-
-~ dass schools could resemble the first-class prep schools of today’s
Supe_rrich. Where high-quality universal healthcare could save
i s W ey o 0 ne e
m(>phobci) racism thaF aFtack them: sexism, ethnocentrism,
RaciSta and explo1ta.t10n. has the most to
| lose s, thepbov.vel", hoarding w_ealth and. resources,,V:Sleamed -
- i uilding of an eqtllt_al?le society. As we ; ’then
Produces racist policies out of self-interest an
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HOW i
_ify those pohcles. But racist 1deas also
licies that are detrimental to White
. White peoplc that inequity is
18 unrelated to policies P\aci\
. . o St
resisting equaliz-

. pance O po

appress

oot} by cnn\'im'ing A
“‘pvrsun.tl failure
« ordinary
n on

» and
W hite people into
what they are losing with equal

jualizing policies are anti-White

White people identified anti-White discriminzlti:.
“1f you ;1pply for a job, they seem to give t})]n
*said sixtyﬂeight—year—old Tim Her hC
Hio to an NPR reporter. African Americans are gett? )
«and it’s been getting worse for Whites,” He 11}11g
complaining of losing a promotion rtS )
actually another White pers(z)s

PO\\'l\rl « )
v Aling thet
. those €¢

017, most
1_\1\\1110111.

Blacks the first crack at it,

In -

as \'Cl'l\‘ll\'

man of O
anfair handouts,
“Hershman was

man said
though 1t was

Black finalist, even
who got the job.
Claims of antl
old as civil rights.
Act of 1860, it ma

_White racism 11 response to antiracism
are as

When Congress passed the (first) Civil Ri
de Black people citizens of the United Stgth "
ales,

itipul;ted their civil rights, and stated that state law could
deprive a person of any of these rights on the basi uf not
; 1S 9
president Andrew Johnson reframed this antiracist bill of race.
. a [13
Eﬁd-e tz operate in favor of the colored against the Wh'i a “bill
ac ic: ite race.”
e ist m;ncans 2 century later framed supporters of afti s
jon as ’ : rm
. a[SJ : ard-core racists of reverse discrimination,” to ative
mer U. ici , uot
o ]978. si)xlflator general Robert Bork in The Wall Stree(tljoure
Facebook iI.l 20}11?1 Alicia Garza typed “Black Lives Matter” on
5 if and w&en that love letter crested into a Mo
] rn]er eW YOrk C' . ol
. 1
called the movement “inh _ ty mayor Rudy Giulian!
Wh . erently racist.”
ite racists do not want to d _
that yield racial inequiti o define racial hierarchy
their ideas quities as racist. To do so would b
. as and policies as raci g
rigged for White peopl acist. Instead, they define policie®
o €0 - . v JIveS
are racist. Be ple as racist. Ideas not centering ite I
live Lleagu‘:red Whi ) G ine tht’"
s not bt‘ing the f ite racists who cant imag ‘,Bhfk
. - 0 v
LlVﬁs Matter” with G‘Acus o Y mOVCant respon : Ofﬁfd‘s
. "
Il Lives Matter.” Embattled polic

or polici®
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o't imagine losing their right to raciall

r 0 Ca . 13 . y pr()ﬁ](: d
Whrt?SPOnd with “Blue Lives Matter.” And bruta)-
j2€ . TR SO . ST ‘

Ordinary White racists tunction as soldiers of racist pe
wer,

Dealing each day with these ground troops shelling
hard for people of color not to hate ordin
White racist ideas are usually

_ out racist
abuse, 16157 ary White
peoplt‘- A’?“' ' _ ‘ o a reflexive reaction to

White racism. Anti-White racism is indeed the hate that hate

oduced, attractive to the victims of White racism.

" And yet racist power thrives on anti-White racist ideas—more
hatred only makes their power greater. When Black people recoil
tom White racism and concentrate their hatred on everyday

White people, as I did freshman year in college, they are no}

fighting racist power or racist policymakers. In losing focus on

racist power, they fail to challenge anti-Black racist policies,
which means those policies are more likely to flourish. Going
sfter White people instead of racist power prolongs the policies
~ harming Black life. In the end, anti-White racist ideas, in taking
some or all of the focus off racist power, become anti-Black. In

the end, hating White people becomes hating Black people.

1N THE END, hating Black people becomes hating White people.

On October 15, 2013, workers unveiled a twelve-by-twenty-

four-foot sign near a major roadway in Harrison, Arkansas,

known in those parts as Klan territory. The same sign showed up
- on billboards overlooking major roadways from Alabama to Or-
egon. Passing drivers saw bold black letters against a yellow back-
ground: ANTI-RACIST 1S A CODE WORD FOR ANTI-WHITE. ited
Robert Whitaker, who ran for vice president-of the Unllter_
.St".‘tes in 2016 on the American Freedom Party’s ticket, BOB L"l"ilais
- 28d this declaration in a 2006 piece called “The Mil\m‘:m” "
- "Mantra has become scripture to the self-identifid “.V;lnd fear
Ite supremacists who hate peoplt‘- of color and. J%wtbhc white
| ‘,‘,of,going program of genocidc’ against 1My race,
e, 5 Whitaker claimed. “eh m,lntra,”White
"Hlst()l‘y tells a different story. Contrary to the-H
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i
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macists are the ones supporiing policies that benefit Facig
supre ( ‘ . )
‘ interests of the majority of White People

1 anst the -
m to be pro-White but refuse to '"'k'"’wl

powet
W hite suprema pats ol

that chmate change 18 having a disastrous impact oy th
\ " e

q‘\h'_\'
carth White people imhabit ACHON pee

rams, despite White women being thewr primary h“llf‘hc-mne
N\ 118, Ut ‘

\White supremacists rage aganst Ybamacare even as 43 Percens of
he people who gamed litesaving, |.1v.|llh insurance from 201, %
115 were W hite. 1 hev heil Adolt Hitler’s er'l.lﬁ, cven (h()llgh i)
e the Nazis who launched a world war that destroye the lm-T
o more than torty million White people and ruined Ellrnp:
Ihev wave Confederate flags and defend Confederate mf,nu”
ments. even though the Confederacy started a civil War tha;
ended with more than five hundred thousand White Amerigy,
lives lost—more than every other American war combin{:d
White supremacists love what America used to be, evep thougﬁ
America used to be—and still is—teeming with millions of strug.
gling White people. White supremacists blame non-Whie peo-
ple for the struggles of White people when any objective analvsis
of their plight primarily implicates the rich White Trumps they
support.

White supremacist is code for anti-White, and White supren-
acy 1s nothing short of an ongoing program of genocide against
the White race. In fact, it’s more than that: White supremacist s

code for anti-human, a nuclear ideology that poses an existent
threat to human existence.

' hey oppose athrmative

! CARRIED THE White hate into my sophomore year, & o
Muslim and anti-Arab hate filled the American atmosphe® hkcj
storm cloud after 9/11. Many Americans did not see any pro lch:
Wi th their growing hate of Muslims in the spring of 2002 M
Q’d fotsee any problem with my growing hate ofWh““P
Same justifications, “They are violent evildoers.” “They ™
freedomg ” |

. ; 1l
{spe feading, trying to find the source of White &
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nswers in Senegalese scholar Cheikh Anta [9ie

y, long before T'learned about his :m.ti:a b 2
ancestry of the ancient Egyptians. Dio f?lst work on
.3 rgL‘Sth the harsh climate and lack of rcili‘”"-@adk
_norfh;‘m cradle nurFurcd n Eumpeans barbaric, iﬁdi\fifil;rl]isthe
| aterialist and warlike beh?wors, which brought destfuctioﬁ 1::,
the world. The amenable climate and abundance of resources o
outhern cradle nurtured the African behaviors of comm:ln

ality, equanimity, and peace, which brought civiliza-

L’I‘L‘
: r-u”t‘ theot

E the S
' nity, sparitu
tion to the world.

[ blended Diopss environmental determinism with Michael

' Bradley’s version of the same, his theory in The Iceman Inheritance
that the White race’s ruthlessness 1s the product of its upbringing
in the Ice Age. But I still felt thirsty for biological theories. How
we frame the problem—and who we frame as the problem—
shapes the answers we find. I was looking for a biological theory
of why White people are evil. 1 found it in The Isis Papers by
psychiatrist Frances Cress Welsing.

The global White minority’s “profound sense of numerical
' inadequacy and color inferiority” causes their “uncontrollable
- ense of hostility and aggression,” Welsing wrote. White people

are defending against their own genetic annihilation. Melanin-
‘annihilates’ . . . the non-color, white.”

ory reflects fears of genetic annihilation
rld have been

e”’—an idea

. packing “color always
[ronically, Welsing’s the
that White supremacists around the Western wo

expressing these days in their fears of “white genocid
15 in the work of eugenicists like Lothrop

with a deep history,
lor Against

Stoddard and his 1920 bestseller, The Rising Tide of Co
White World-Supremacy.

- Idevoured Welsing, but later, when I learne
8ive me any Black superpower, | felt deflated. It turns out, 1
facist one-drop rule that made Black identity dominant in biracial
People, not any genetic distinction or melanin superpower: My

se ~ 1
arch continued.

d melanin did not
t’s the
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s door that day to discuss Welsing’s
op’s two-cradle theory. He

ory.” Or I
heories many times before. 1 came tq

that finally figured White people

134 =
[ DID NOT knock on Clarence

-onfrontation the
‘k(‘l'(‘d at lhn.w {
cory, the on¢

“color ¢
had snic
share another th
1 rold Clarence, confidently resting on the
“1 just saw this documentary that a4
re so intent on White g

out.
“They are aliens,
arms crossed.
That's why they a

doortrame,
11 to not have a conscience. Thcy

out the evidence.
premacy. [hats why they seet
are aliens.”
Clarence listened, face expressionless.
“You can't be serious.”
“I'm dead serious. This explains slavery and colonizatiop
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in full al'gumentative mode.
“You really are serious about this,” Clarence said with
a

chuckle. “If you're serious, then that has got to be the dumbest
thing I ever heard in my life! [ mean, seriously, I can’t believe you

are that gullible.” The chuckle turned to a grimace.
“Why do you spend so much time trying to figure out White

peopl-e?” he asked after a long pause. Clarence had asked this
question before. I always answered the same way.

“Because figuring them out is the key! Black people need t0
figure out what we are dealing with!”
| “If you say so. But answer me this: If Whites are a
it Fhat Whites and Blacks can reproduce? Humans can't reproduct
W-lth animals on this planet, but Black people can reproduce with
aheins from another planet? Come on, man, let’s get real.”

[ am being real,” I replied. But I really had no
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sart of 2003, Clarence had graduated and I decided to
< with the world. I began my public writing career
pace with a column in FAMU’s student newspaper, The
n. On September 9, 2003, I wrote a piece counseling Black
eople to SOP hating Whites for being themselves. Really, I was
sunseling myself. “I certainly understand blacks who have been
' pin a tornado of hate because they could not escape
e encircling winds of truth about the destructive hand of the
hite man.” Wrapped in this tornado, I could not escape the fal-
hcious idea that “Europeans are simply a different breed of
human,” as [ wrote, drawing on ideas in The Isis Papers. White
people “‘make up only 10 percent of the world’s population” and
they “have recessive genes. Therefore they’re facing extinction.”
That’s why they are trying to “destroy my people,” I concluded.
“Europeans are trying to survive and I can’t hate them for that”
The piece circulated widely in Tallahassee, alarming White
eaders. Their threats hit close to home. My new roommates,
Devan, Brandon, and Jean, half-jokingly urged me to watch my
back from the Klan. FAMU's new president, Fred Gainous, called
me into his office to scold me. I scolded him back, calling him
{, eb’s boy.
B The editor of the Iﬂhhaﬁa?Ikmuwmtsununonedrnetolﬂs
y ﬂ;lce, too. [ needed to complete this required internship to grad-
bate with my journalism degree. I walked into his office in fear.
B felt like walking into a termination, the termination of my fu-
» '¢. And, indeed, something would be terminated that day.
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