


FROM THE TIME
1 STARTED GRAD
SCHOOL 30 YEARS
AGO, I'VE BEEN
STUDYING PEOPLE'S
VALUES AND
GOALS, AND IN
PARTICULAR THEIR
MATERIALISTIC
VALUES AND GOALS
FOR MONEY, PO%-
5E55I0N5, ANP
STATUS.

OUR EARLY RESEARCH REVEALED THAT WHEN
PEOPLE FOCUS THEIR LIVES ON CHASING MONEY
AND STUFF, THEY TEND TO BE LESS HAPPY ANP
SATISFIED, AND MORE DEPRESED AND ANXIOUS.

MY COLLEAGUES pyp,
1 WERE AMONG Tyr
FIRST TO EXPLORE
THE RELATIONSHp
BETWEEN MATER|A( .
[ 15TIC VALUES anp
PEOPLE'S WELL-
ING.

LATER STUDIES SHOWED THAT MATERIALISTIC
VALUGS ARE ALSO A550CIATED WITH DESTRUC-
TIVE ATTITUPES TOWARD OTHER PEOPLE AND
THE ENVIRONMENT.

%N%ﬁﬁl%“ LEP ME TO TUINK ABOUT
\P:Eom;mngﬁms AND HOW THEY PUSH
o SOME GOALS AND AWAY




S

o

-_—
b
ALY SEEM5 TO BE TRUE TUAT MATER
I CEF TP TENDENCIES AR & BASIC PART OF THE
INIZTS WoNO SAPIENS, BUT THAT (ST THE
| wHOLE STORY.

'\l_-

=

'5INCE THE LATE 18005, AND

: 5P|
TUE 19505, MUCH OF THE woawub:i‘il':s"um“
LIVING UNDER A SYSTEM THAT £ELGBRAT59“
MATERIALISM, CONSUMPTION, AND STATUS

|\ THIS BOOK, WE CALL TRAT
sysTEM HYPERCAPITALISM.

IT'6 OVER THE TOP! OUT
OF CONTROL! BLOATED!
MISSHAPEN! FREAKISH!
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THAT’S MY (O-
AUTHOR, LARRY -
GONICK, THE
CARTOONIST.
HE HAS HI%
OPINIONS,
T0O... NOW
WHERE WAS 17

OH, RIGHT! T WAS ABOUT TO %AY THAT HYPER-
CAPITALISM DEPENDS FOR ITS VERY SURVIVAL

ON MATERIALISTIC VALUES.

IVE RESEARCH HAS SHOWN, THE MORE
ANP SOCIETIES PRIORITIZE MATER-
5, THE LESS THEY CARE ABOUT
WELL-BEING, FAIR TREATMENT OF
ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY.

OUR ACCOUNT OF WYPERCAPITALISM
15 DIVIDEZ INTO TWO PARTS, ONE
PARKER AND ONE LIGHTER.




IN PART I, WE'LL PESCRI
, BE THE INTERPLAY OF
:-;EE??PML")M AND VALUES. WE'LL EXPLAIN
The T fﬁ& :g&_r :RMTM.G OF CAPITALISM AND
OF IT: * 3
el 4 CURRENT “HYPER

. NTRODUCE YOU TO WHAT PSYCoLe,
:’lﬁ# pwl':ol.muw ABOUT HUMAN VALUE 6¥5TéM05
G WELL SHOW HOW THESE FINDINGS HELP 10’
ALLOUNT FOR LYPGRCAPITALISM'S ASSAULT ON
A RIONAL, 5OUAL, AND ELOLOGICAL WELL-BEIN,,

WHEN I STARTED MY CAREER, 1 WAS MOSTLY
INDIFFERENT TO POLITICS. BUT THE MORE 1
LEARNED, THE HARDER IT BECAME TO IGNORE
THE 50CIAL AND POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS OF My
WORK. IN TIME, T BELAME AN ACTIVIST A5 WelL
AS A SCIENTIST.

EOPLE ARE ¢ ‘
P el 50 WHAT 70

,“‘
i

? AROUND WEALTHIER

IYTIONS : YOU $AY? LET
GET STARTED!




Chapter 1

A REVOLUTION
OF VALUES

WHEN THOMAS JEFFERSON WROTE
“THE PURSUIT OF WAPPINESS” IN THE
PECLARATION OF INPEPENPENCE, HE
WAS MAKING A STARK PEPARTURE FROM
AN EARLIER REVOLUTIONARY SLOGAN.

JEFFERSON, HOWEVER, DECIDED
TO EPIT “PROPERTY” OUT.

IT 50UNDS
50... CRASS...







£ WUNDRED NINETY-ONE YEARS AFTER JEFFERSON'S EDIT, AMERICANS .
f:;' MES5AGE... THE PROFIT MOTIVE STILL REIGNED SUPREME... AND ON m‘it :M::Jr GOTTEN
OF A U.5. WAR IN VIETNAM AND A TUMULTUOUS STRUGGLE FOR CIVIL st 'nm u;“m:;

mﬁwmw MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. HAD THIS TO SAY:

= «WE AS A NATION MUST UNDERGO A RADICAL
REVOLUTION OF VALUES. WE MUST RAPIDLY
BE5IN THE SHIFT FROM A THING-ORIENTED
ETy TO A PERSON-ORIENTED SOCIETY.
WHEN MACHINES ANP COMPUTERS, PROFIT
MOTIVES AND PROPERTY RIGHTS, ARE CON-
SIPERED MORE IMPORTANT THAN PEOPLE,
THE GIANT TRIPLETS OF RACISM, EXTREME
M, AND MILITARISM ARE INCAPABLE

\ MATERIALI
OF BEING CONQUERED."

@NL. A BAPTIST MINISTER WHO APMIRED GANPHI, NATURALLY HAD SOME BIBLICAL REFERENCES
| MIND, ANP HE MAY HAVE BEEN THINKING OF THE BUPPHA, T100...

“You (ANNOT ¥ IT 15 EASIER ? {

SCRVE 60D . FOR A CAMEL TO “

AND MONEY." g PASS THROUGH ) 7
THE EYE OF A G

NEEDLE THAN
FOR A RICH MAN
TO ENTER THE
KINGPOM OF

IND,

“PESIRE 1%
SUFFERING.” |

Q“‘\‘ o

LET’S GET
A WIRETAP ON
THIS JESVS,
100, WHOEVER
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VALUES MAY COMPETE WITH EACH OTHER. EACH PERSON PREFERS A MIX OF s0M
PML'EI;Y'DVER OTHERS, AND DIFFERENT VALUES CAN LEAP TO CONFLICT.
VAL

t
5
- j IN UNIFORM! ‘
VALUE! ' ITICS
- £ STRONGLY BOUND UP WITH THEIR $OCIAL MILIEV. TRAPITION, POLITICS,
smNgM?:S. RELIGION, AND MEDIA ALL HAVE AN INFLUENCE.
f ’_
RIGHT NOW
1 VALUE

ESCAPE.

| m2cwnzon

(GETGETGE
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HERE'S A
PLACE TO
HANG AN

ARGUMENT!













ANOTHER WAY, MORE THAN ONE POLLAR IN
16 NOW OWNED BY A 6ROUP OF AROUND
000 AMERICANS (0.1% OF 300 MILLION).

To Vgt
W M
RN

WE ALL
HAVE OUR
BURDENS.

/ ALMOST ALL THE REST
BELONGS TO A SLIGHTLY

FOR 2007 SHOWED
THAT THE RICHEST 10%
HAD 72% OF THE

OWN 12%, MAKING A
TOTAL OF 85%; OF
WHAT REMAINS, THE
BOTTOM 40% OWN A
g!ocmua.v TINY

.

LARGER ELITE. ESTIMATES

WEALTH; THE NEXT 10%

£5, FOR EXAMPLE, ROSE MORE THAN NINEFOLD FROM 1978 TO

. PAY, UP FROM A RATIO OF 30 70 1IN 1978.

296 10 1

300
w
E 200-
£

100

3070 1
1979 2013

LARGE-COMPANY CEO PAY
RELATIVE TO WORKER PAY

SHOW A SIMILAR TREND. THE INCOME OF CEO (CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICERS)
PAY STAGNATED. IN 2013, THE AVERAGE CEO MADE ABOUT 300 TIMES




OF Tl
5URELY ONE
ANSWERS: U7 CEN HEaVILY SOLD:

THS
:g'RE TALKING ABOUT ==y

MORE THAN JUST A WAY TO LB:I\LEN‘:
SELL STUFF, (OMMERCIALS s
ALSO APVERTISE A VISION i
OF THE OOV LIFE A5 ONE B
FILLED WITH GLISTENING 10 PL
NEW TOY5. APS PROMOTE PARE}
THE IPEA THAT BUYING
PRODULTS WILL MAKE U5
HAPPY.
THE
ARVI
LIEF
BUS
THEY ALSO KEEP U5 FROM T =)
S HINKING TOO MUCH. ADVERTISING 15 DESIGNED TO AROUSE
EMOTIONS, RARE 15 g MANIPULATE, TO ASSOCIATE OBJECTS WITH VIEWERS' PRIMAL
AV THAT HONESTLY DESCRIBES THE PRODUCT IT PLSHES.

HMMMFF... MAYBE THE
NEXT ROUND WILL




WE 5UPPOSE, THAT ADVERTISERS THINK THEY ARE POING $OMET HING 600V, w

BLE:
ING TO THE HEALTH OF SOCIETY, AND PROMOTING PROPUCTIVE, HEALTHY VALUES.
AGING B THEIR OWN WORPS, HOWEVER, PROBABLY NOT.

7 YOU OWN THIS CHILD AT
AN GARLY AGE, YOU CAN
£XiN THIS KID FOR YEARS
TO COME.”

_MIKE SEARLES, “YOU CAN MANIPULATE
FORMER PRESIVENT | CONSUMERS INTO WANTING
OF KIP5 “R" U% AND THEREFORE BUYING
YOUR PRODUCTS... 15 IT
ETHICAL? T PON'T KNOW.
IT'S A GAME. OUR ROLE... I5 TO
MOVE PRODUCTS.”

—LUCY HUGHES,
MARKETING CONSULTANT

M5 HUGHES, BY
THE WAY, 15
(REDITED WITH

COCAINE
OOTHACHE DRORS

Instantaneous Cure!
. PRICE 15-cl:hmms. i
L}

4 by :
LLOYD MANUFACTURING GO.
f 218 HUDSON AVE., ALBANY, K. Y.
~ For sale by all Druggists.
[Registered March 1865.)  Bee other sidus




B iUz Ee T MUATITUE COUNTRYAND wITH
IT THE W
£, OVERPOWERING 5TAGE OF EREALE wor,
ITALIsT ;“AS

ALL THESE TR
ENTEREP INTO $OME (RAZY, EXTREM
NOW TS (APITALISM ON STEROIDS.-- CAPITALISM EVERYWHERE ALL THE
TIME 3
T T
S T“;M‘

JUBLERNAUT WE CALL

PE%‘




WHAT PEFINES HYPERCAPITALISM?
ME OF IT5 FEATURES, LIKE
UBIQUITOUS APVERTISING AND
EXTREME INEQUALITY, APPEARED
I\ THE PREVIOUS PAGES.

BUT THOSE ARE SYMPTOMS
OF HYPERCAPITALISM, NOT IT5
UNDERLYING PRINCIPLES. THEY
ARE RESULTS OF THE SY5TEM,

lﬁllll!mlll!llld‘.l' NOT TS CAUSES.
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|N THIS BOOK, WE AIM TO
POSE THE STRUCTURES THAT
HYPERCAPITALISM, THE

FUEL THAT RUNS TS ENGINE,
THE GOALS THAT ANIMATE ITS

RELENTLESS ADVANCE.

TO PO %0, WE FIRST NEED
TO EXAMINE TS BASIC FOUN-
DATIONS, THE CHAS51S ON
WHICH THE JUGGERNAUT

15 BUILT.
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