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Modern Goals, Modern Methods

Just as the social roots of Islamism are modern, so tooO are many of it§ goals. Do ney
be misled by the language of hostility toward'the WesF. Islam?sf: political Platforpy,
share significant planks with Western modernity. Islfaumsts envision OVerturning y,
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practices such as the honoring of relics and tombs.
Bin Laden, for example, combined traditional grievances such as injustice
corruption, oppression, and self-defense with contemporary demands such a;
economic development, human rights and national self-determination. “p
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Documents discovered by The New York Times in Afghan training camps afer Al
Qaeda’s’ departure show a bureaucratic organization with administrative lines ol
quthority and an insistence on budgeting. Istamists use the latest high-tech Sk.m& not
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Muslim Democrat position analogous to the Christian E)ernoc.rat Parnes of E‘ll'ope:
culturally conservative but committed to democracy. Pluralism is a guarantee of
cultural wealth, and diversity is needed for development. We are Muslims, but we are
not Islam itself,” Madani said while campaigning. “We do not monopolize religion,
Democracy as we understand it means pluralism, choice and freedom.” These senti-
ments may have been insincere, but we will never know. A secular military regime
barred Madani from office before he could develop a track record. [...]

Sadly, the US-led war on terrorism may inadvertently benefit the Islamists, This is
the great debate among scholars of Islamic studies in the months since September
2001. Do the United States and its allies appear hypocritical in supporting autocrats in
Muslim-majority countries while claiming to defend human rights and democracy?
Will Muslims perceive the war on terrorism as evidence of Western hostility toward
Islam? Will military action stoke Islamist radicalism or extinguish it?

In the short run, the war on terrorism has not generated the massive negative reac-
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