were not U‘(’Pi‘““ idml%- Tl}e -r\liieiigans had created a new
social contract, uiibodicd 1t 1n a written constitution, and
made concepts of liberty and representative goveninii;iilt
eality: The premises of the Enlightenment seemed con?
firmed; a new age and a better world could be achieved
As a Swiss }Ii}iilolsophe expressed it, “I am tempted t(i

iove that North America is ti 5
::gehumanity e mor:f rz(;?;]tryﬂ“he.re reason
e_lse'z y than anywhere
Europeaiis obtained much of their information
sbout America from returning soldiers, especially the
pundreds of French officers who had served in the
American war. One of them, the aristocratic marquis de
' Jafayette, had volunteered for service in America in order
(o “strike a blow against England,” France’s old enemy.
‘Closely associated with George Washington, Lafayette
' rturned to France with ideas of individual liberties and
potions of republicanism and popular sovereignty. He
 became a member of the Society of Thirty, a club com-
posed of people from the Paris salons. These “lovers of
liberty” were influential in the early stages of the French
| Revolution. The Declaration of the Rights of Man and the
 Citizen (see “Destruction of the Old Regime” later in this
chapter) showed unmistakable signs of the influence of
' the American Declaration of Independence as well as the
American state constitutions. Yet for all of its obvious
 impact, the American Revolution proved in the long run
“to be far less important to Europe than the French
" Revolution. The French Revolution was more complex,
more violent, and far more radical in its attempt to
.~ construct both a new political order and a new social
.~ order. The French Revolution provided a model of rev-
olution for Europe and much of the rest of the world; to
- many analysts, it remains the political movement that
truly inaugurated the modern political world.

_ Background to the
French Revolution

 Q Focus Question: What were the long-range and
~ immediate causes of the French Revolution?

he French Revolution
f such events involve
diate precipitating
atedly shown, ar¢

 Although we associate events like t
- With sudden changes, the causes ©
1 long.mge problems as well as imme
 forces. Revolutions, as has been rePea™ :
N0t necessarily the result of economic collapse ai}n
- Masses of impoverished people hungering for change. ™
fact, in the fifty years before 1789, France had expert
€nced a period of economic growth due to an expansion

~ of foreign trade and an increase in iiidustrial pro-
 duction, although many people, especially peasants,
2 ; -+v. Thus, the causes of the

filed to share in the prosperty- : :
s mnch Revolution nfust be found in @ multif?;e:i(:
1 late ination of French society and its problems

- "¢ cighteenth century-

Social Structure of the Old Regime

The long-range or indirect causes of the French Revolu-
tion must first be sought in the condition of French so-
ciety. Before the Revolution, French society was grounded
in the inequality of rights or the idea of privilege. The
population of 27 million was divided, as it had been since
the Middle Ages, into legal categories known as the three
orders or estates.

The First Estate The First Estate consisted of the clergy
and numbered about 130,000 people. The church owned
approximately 10 percent of the land. Clergy were exempt
from the taille, France’s chief tax, although the church
had agreed to pay a “voluntary” contribution every five
years to the state. Clergy were also radically divided, since
the higher clergy, stemming from aristocratic families,
shared the interests of the nobility while the parish priests
were often poor commoners.

The Second Estate The Second Estate was the nobility,
composed of no more than 350,000 people who never-
theless owned about 25 to 30 percent of the land. Under
Louis XV and Louis XVI, the nobility had continued to
play an important and even crucial role in French society,
holding many of the leading positions in the government,
the military, the law courts, and the higher church offices.
Much heavy industry in France was controlled by nobles,
either through investment or by ownership of mining and
metallurgical enterprises. The French nobility was also
divided. The nobility of the robe derived their status from
officeholding, a pathway that had often enabled com-
moners to attain noble rank. These nobles now domi-
nated the royal law courts and important administrative
offices. The nobility of the sword claimed to be de-
scendants of the original medieval nobility. As a group,
the nobles sought to expand their privileges at the expense
of the monarchy—to defend liberty by resisting the arbi-
trary actions of monarchy, as some nobles asserted—and
to maintain their monopolistic control over positions
in the military, church, and government. In 1781, in re-
action to the ambitions of aristocrats newly arrived from
the bourgeoisie, the Segur Law attempted to limit the sale
of military officerships to fourth-generation nobles, thus
excluding newly enrolled members of the nobility.

Although there were many poor nobles, on the whole
the fortunes of the wealthy aristocrats outstripped those
of most others in French society. Generally, the nobles
tended to marry within their own ranks, making the
nobility a fairly closed group. Although their privileges
varied from region to region, the very possession of
privileges remained a hallmark of the nobility. Common
to all were tax exemptions, especially from the taille.

The Third Estate The Third Estate, the commoners of
society, constituted the overwhelming majority of the
French population. They were divided by vast differences
in occupation, level of education, and wealth. The
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T D this segment of the Third Estate—anq ofte
n

simply their struggle for survival—led them ¢
play an important role in the Revolution, eso.
pecially in the city of Paris. lnsul)()rdinati(,n
one observer noted, “has been visible amon’
the people for some years now and aboye 4
among craftsmen.” One historian has charteq
the ups and downs of revolutionary rigts in
Paris by showing their correlation with changes
in bread prices. Ordinary people spent ope.
third to one-half of their income on br
which constituted three-fourths of their diet, s,
sudden increases in the price of bread imme-
diately affected public order. People expected
bread prices to be controlled. They grew des-
perate when prices rose, and their only recourse
was mob action to try to change the situation.
The towns and cities were also home to large
groups of unskilled workers. One magistrate
complained that “misery...has thrown into
the towns people who overburden them with
their uselessness, and who find nothing to do,
because there is not enough for the people who
live there.””

About 8 percent, or 2.3 million people,
constituted the bourgeoisie or middle class,
who owned about 20 to 25 percent of the

The Three Estates. This French political cartoon from 1789 reveals a
critical view of France’s privileged orders. Shown in the cartoon is a naked
common man held in chains and being ridden by an aristocrat, a
clergyman, and a judge. The message is clear: most ordinary French people
(the Third Estate) are suffering horribly as a result of the privileges of the

First and Second Estates.

peasants, who alone constituted 75 to 80 percent of the
total population, were by far the largest segment of
the Third Estate. They owned about 35 to 40 percent of
the land, although their landholdings varied from area to
area and over half had no or little land on which to
survive. Serfdom no longer existed on any large scale in
France, but French peasants still had obligations to their
local landlords that they deeply resented. These relics of
feudalism included the payment of fees for the use of
village facilities, such as the flour mill, community oven,
and winepress, as well as tithes to the clergy. The nobility
also maintained the right to hunt on peasants’ land.
Another part of the Third Estate consisted of skilled
artisans, shopkeepers, and other wage earners in the cities.
Although the eighteenth century had been a period of
rapid urban growth, 90 percent of French towns had fewer
than 10,000 inhabitants; only nine cities had more than
50,000. In the eighteenth century, consumer prices rose
faster than wages, with the result that these urban groups
experienced a decline in purchasing power. In Paris, for
example, income lagged behind food prices and especially
behind a 140 percent rise in rents for working people in
skilled and unskilled trades. The economic discontent of
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land. This group included the merchants, in-
dustrialists, and bankers who controlled the
resources of trade, manufacturing, and fi-
nance and benefited from the economic
prosperity after 1730. The bourgeoisie also
included professional people—lawyers, hold-
ers of public offices, doctors, and writers.
Many members of the bourgeoisie sought
security and status through the purchase of land. They
had their own set of grievances because they were often
excluded from the social and political privileges mo-
nopolized by the nobles. These resentments of the
middle class were for a long time assumed to be a major
cause of the French Revolution. But although these
tensions existed, the situation was not a simple case of i
unified bourgeoisie against a unified noble class: As 18
evident, neither group was monolithic. Nobles Wer®
separated by vast differences in wealth and importance
A similar gulf separated wealthy financiers from 10¢
lawyers in French provincial towns.

' Remarkable similarities existed at the up
society between the wealthier bourgeoisie and
bility. It was still possible for wealthy middle-class e
dividuals to enter the ranks of the nobility by obtaining
public offices and entering the nobility of the roPe: -
fact, between 1774 and 1789, the not insignific®’;
number of 2,500 wealthy bourgeoisie entered the ranks (l)
the nobility. Over the century as a whole, 6,500 1€ n"b >

aptel'

per Jevels of
the no-

families were created. In addition, as we saw in it

18, the aristocrats were also engaging in capitaliSt actiV”
gaging 1l metallufgy’

ities on their landed estates, such as mining,
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and glnssmnkin?:. and WEIe even investing in [orcign
trade. ViC\\iv(l - terms ol economic function, |n.'u‘|y
members of the bourgeoisic and nobility formed a single
class. Finally, the new and critical ideas of the I",nliyh‘l'
enment proved ;llll:il(livc Lo both aristocrats and l)(;ur--
chiSiC‘ Mcm'h?'rs of both groups shared a common world
of liberal political thought. The old view that the French
Revolution was the result of the conflict between (wo
rigid orders, the bourgeoisic and (he nobility, has been
enlarged and revised. Both aristocratic and bourgeois
clites, long accustomed to a new sociocconomic reality
pased on wealth and economic achievement, were in-
creasingly frustrated by a monarchical system resting on
privileges and on an old and rigid social order based on
the concept of estates. The opposition of these elites to
the old order ultimately led them to take drastic action
against the monarchical regime, although they soon split
over the question of how far to proceed in eliminating
traditional privileges. In a real sense, the Revolution had
its origins in political grievances.

Other Problems Facing the French Monarchy

Although the long-range causes of the French Revolu-
tion can thus be found in part in the growing frustration
at the monarchy’s inability to deal with new social re-
alities and problems, other factors were also present.
~ The failure of the French monarchy was exacerbated by
~ specific problems in the 1780s. Although the country
- had enjoyed fifty years of growth overall, periodic eco-
~ nomic crises still occurred. Bad harvests in 1787 and
1788 and the beginnings of a manufacturing depression
resulted in food shortages, rising prices for food and
-~ other necessities, and unemployment in the cities. The
number of poor, estimated by some at almost one-third
- of the population, reached crisis proportions on the
~eve of the Revolution. An English traveler noted the
~ misery of the poor in the countryside: “All the country
~ girls and women are without shoes or stockings; and the
~ plowmen at their work have neither sabots nor stockings
 to their feet. This is a poverty that strikes at the root of

~ national prosperity.”*

- Ideas of the Philosophes Increased criticism of existing
. Privileges as well as social and political institutions also
- characterized the eighteenth century. Although the phi-
' losophes did not advocate revolution, their ideas were
- Widely circulated among the literate bourgeois and noble
elites of France. The actual influence of the ideas of the
Philosophes is difficult to prove, but once the Revolution
- 9¢gan, the revolutionary leaders frequently quoted En-
tenment writers, especially Rousseau.

Failure {0 Make Reforms The French Parlements often
strated efforts at reform. These thirteen law courts,
were responsible for registering royal decrees, coulfl
royal edicts by not registering them. Although Louis
had forced them into submission, the Parlements had

gained new strength in the eighteenth century as they and
their noble judges assumed the role of defenders of
“liberty” against the arbitrary power of the nmn.m’hy. As
noble defenders, however, they often pushed lh'('-n" own
interests as well, especially by blocking new taxes. I'his last
point reminds us that one of the fundamental problems

facing the monarchy was financial.

Financial Crisis The immediate cause of lhc~ French
Revolution was the near collapse of government I’mnn’ccs.
Al a time when France was experiencing economic criscs,
the government was drastically short of money. Yet
French governmental expenditures continued to grow
due to costly wars and royal extravagance. The govern-
ment responded by borrowing; in the budget of 1788,
the interest on the debt alone constituted half of gov-
ernment spending. Total debt had reached 4 billion livres
(roughly $800 million). Financial lenders, fearful they
would never be repaid, were refusing to lend additional
amounts.

The king’s finance ministry wrestled with the prob-
lem but met with resistance. In 1786, Charles de Calonne,
the controller general of finance, finding himself unable
to borrow any more, proposed a complete revamping of
the fiscal and administrative system of the state. To gain
support, Calonne convened an “assembly of notables”
early in 1787. This gathering of nobles, prelates, and
magistrates refused to cooperate, and the government’s
attempt to go it alone brought further disaster. On the
verge of a complete financial collapse, the government
was finally forced to call a meeting of the Estates-General,
the French parliamentary body that had not met since
1614. By calling the Estates-General, the government was
virtually admitting that the consent of the nation was
required to raise taxes.

The French Revolution

Q Focus Questions: What were the main events of the
French Revolution between 1789 and 17992 What
role did each of the following play in the French
Revolution: lawyers, peasants, women, the clergy, the
Jacobins, the sans-culottes, the French revolutionary
army, and the Committee of Public Safety?

In summoning the Estates-General, the government was
merely looking for a way to solve the immediate finan-
cial crisis. The monarchy had no wish for a major reform
of the government, nor did the delegates who arrived at
Versailles come with plans for the revolutionary changes
that ultimately emerged. Yet over the next years, through
the interplay of the deputies meeting in various legis-
lative assemblies, the common people in the streets of
Paris and other cities, and the peasants in the country-
side, much of the old regime would be destroyed, and

Europe would have a new model for political and social
change.
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From Estates-General to Nationa ssemb
The Estates-General consisted of representatives from the
three orders of French society. In the elections for the
Estates-General, the government had ruled that the Third
Estate should get double representation (it did, after all,
constitute 97 percent of the population). Consequently,
while both the First Estate (the clergy) and the Second
(the nobility) had about 300 delegates each, the com-
moners had almost 600 representatives. Two-thirds of the
latter were people with legal training, and three-fourths
were from towns with over two thousand inhabitants,
giving the Third Estate a particularly strong legal and
urban representation. Of the 282 representatives of the
nobility, about 90 were liberal minded, urban oriented,
and interested in the enlightened ideas of the century;
half of them were under forty years of age. The activists of
the Third Estate and the reform-minded individuals
among the First and Second Estates had common ties in
their youth, urban background, and hostility to privilege.
The cahiers de doléances, or statements of local grievances,
which were drafted throughout France during the elec-
tions to the Estates-General, advocated a regular con-
stitutional government that would abolish the fiscal
privileges of the church and nobility as the major way to
regenerate the country.

The Estates-General opened at Versailles on May 5,
1789. It was divided from the start over the question of
whether voting should be by order or by head (each
delegate having one vote). The Parlement of Paris, con-
sisting of nobles of the robe, had advocated voting by
order according to the form used in 1614. Each order
would vote separately; each would have veto power over
the other two, thus guaranteeing aristocratic control over
reforms. But opposition to the Parlement’s proposal arose
from a group of reformers calling themselves patriots or

59,

578 CIHFAYPATREIR

A REVOLUTION IN POLITICS: THE ERA OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION AND NAPOLEON

“lovers of liberty” Although they claimed to represep; "
nation, they consisted primarily of bourgeoisie apq No:
bles. One group of patriots known as the Society of
Thirty drew most of its members from the salons of Parig
Some of this largely noble group had been directly in:
fluenced by the American Revolution, but all had be
affected by the ideas of the Enlightenment and favoreq
reforms made in the light of reason and utility.

The Natic sembly The failure of the government
to assume the leadership at the opening of the Estates.
General created an opportunity for the Third Estate to
push its demands for voting by head. Since it had double
representation, with the assistance of liberal nobles anq
clerics, it could turn the three estates into a single-
chamber legislature that would reform France in its owp
way. One representative, the Abbé Sieyes, issued a pam-
phlet in which he asked, “What is the Third Estate? Ey-
erything. What has it been thus far in the political order?
Nothing. What does it demand? To become something”
Sieyes’s sentiment, however, was not representative of the
general feeling in 1789. Most delegates still wanted to
make changes within a framework of respect for the
authority of the king; revival or reform did not mean the
overthrow of traditional institutions. When the First Es-
tate declared in favor of voting by order, the Third Estate
felt compelled to respond in a significant fashion. On
June 17, 1789, the Third Estate voted to constitute itselfa
“National Assembly” and decided to draw up a con-
stitution. Three days later, on June 20, the deputies of the
Third Estate arrived at their meeting place only to find
the doors locked; thereupon they moved to a nearby
indoor tennis court and swore (in what has come to be
known as the Tennis Court Oath) that they would
continue to meet until they had produced a French

madal /

The Tennis Court
Oath. Finding themselves
locked out of their regular
meeting place on June 20,
1789, the deputies of the
Third Estate met instead in
the nearby tennis courts of
the Jeu de Paume and
committed themselves to
continue to meet until
they established a new
constitution for France.

In this painting, the
Neoclassical artist Jacques-
Louis David presents a
dramatic rendering of the
Tennis Court Oath.




THE FALL OF

on July 14,1789, Parisian crowds in search of weapons
attacked and captured the royal| armory known as the ‘
Bastille. It had also been a state prison, and its fall
marked the triumph of “liberty” over despotism. This
intervention of the Parisian populace saved the Third
gstate from Louis XVI's attempted counterrevolution.

A Parisian Newspaper Account
of the Fall of the Bastille

First, the people tried to enter this fortress by the Rue
st-Antoine, this fortress, which no one has even pene-
trated against the wishes of this frightful despotism and
where the monster still resided. The treacherous governor
had put out a flag of peace. So a confident advance was
made; a detachment of French Guards, with perhaps five
to six thousand armed bourgeois, penetrated the Bastille’s
outer courtyards, but as soon as some six hundred persons
had passed over the first drawbridge, the bridge was raised
and artillery fire mowed down several French Guards and
some soldiers; the cannon fired on the town, and the peo-
ple took fright; a large number of individuals were killed
or wounded; but then they rallied and took shelter from
the fire.... Meanwhile, they tried to locate some cannon;
they attacked from the water’s edge through the gardens
of the arsenal, and from there made an orderly siege; they
advanced from various directions, beneath a ceaseless
round of fire. It was a terrible scene.... The fighting grew
steadily more intense; the citizens had become hardened
to the fire; from all directions they clambered onto the
roofs or broke into the rooms; as soon as an enemy
appeared among the turrets on the tower, he was fixed in
the sights of a hundred guns and mown down in an
instant; meanwhile cannon fire was hurriedly directed
against the second drawbridge, which it pierced, breaking

THE BASTILLE

P p 7 . —— ta (e
the chains; in vain did the cannon on the tower repis

most people were sheltered from it; the fury was at
height; people bravely fac ed death and every danger
women, in their eagerness, helped us to the utmost
the children, after the discharge of fire from the fortre
ran here and there picking up the bullets and st
so the Bastille fell and the governor, de Launay

ser fir the
Serene and blessed liberty, for the

captured]. ..

has at last been introduced into this abode of

frightful refuge of monstrous despotism and ifs
Meanwhile, they get ready to march; they |

an enormous crowd; the applause, the outt

insults, the oaths hurled at the treacherous prisoner

vengeance ai

Y

war; everything is confused; cries of
pleasure issue from every heart; the conqueros
and covered in honor, carry their arms and th
the conquered, the flags of victory, the militia m
with the soldiers of the fatherland, the victory lat
offered them from every side, all this created a fri;
and splendid spectacle. On arriving at the square, th
ple, anxious to avenge themselves, allowed neither
nay nor the other officers to reach the place of trial; they
seized them from the hands of their conquerors, and
trampled them underfoot one after the other. De Launay
was struck by a thousand blows, his head was cut off and
hoisted on the end of a pike with blood streaming down all
sides. ... This glorious day must amaze our enemies, and
finally usher in for us the triumph of justice and liberty. In
the evening, there were celebrations.

Q Why did the fall of the Bastille come to mark the
triumph of French “liberty” over despotism?
think this Parisian newspaper account might be biased
Why or why not?
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Doy
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constitution. These actions of June 17 and June 20 con-
stituted the first step in the French Revolution, since the
Third Estate had no legal right to act as the National
Assembly. This revolution, largely the work of the lawyers
of the Third Estate, was soon in jeopardy, however, as the
king sided with the First Estate and threatened to dissolve
the Estates-General. Louis XVI now prepared to use
force. The revolution of the lawyers appeared doomed.

Intervention of the Common People The common
people, however, in a series of urban and rural uprisings
in July and August 1789, saved the Third Estate from the
king’s attempt to stop the Revolution. From now on, the
common people would be mobilized by both revolu-
tionary and counterrevolutionary politicians and used to
support their interests. The common people had their
own interests as well and would use the name of the
Third Estate to wage a war on the rich, claiming that the
aristocrats were plotting to destroy the Estates-General

and retain its privileges. This war was not what the
deputies of the Third Estate had planned.

The most famous of the urban risings was the fall of
the Bastille (see the box above). The king's attempt to take
defensive measures by increasing the number of troops at
the arsenals in Paris and along the roads to Versailles
served not to intimidate but rather to inflame public
opinion, Increased mob activity in Paris led Parisian
leaders to form the so-called Permanent Committee to
keep order. Needing arms, they organized a popular force
to capture the Invalides, a royal armory, and on July 14
attacked the Bastille, another royal armory. The Bastille
had also been a state prison but now held only seven
prisoners (five forgers and two insane persons). There
were few weapons there except those in the hands of the
small group of defenders. The Bastille was an imposing
fortress with eight towers connected by 9-foot-thick walls.
It was easily defended, but its commander, the marquis de
Launay, was more inclined to negotiate. Although fighting
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erupted, de Launay refused to open fire with his cannon,
and the garrison soon surrendered. In the minds of the
Parisians who fought there, the fall of the Bastille was a
great victory, and it quickly became a popular symbol of
triumph over despotism.

Paris was abandoned to the insurgents, and Louis
XVI was soon informed that the royal troops were un-
reliable. Louis’s acceptance of that reality signaled the
collapse of royal authority; the king could no longer
enforce his will. Louis then confirmed the appointment
of the marquis de Lafayette as commander of a newly
created citizens militia known as the National Guard.
The fall of the Bastille had saved the National Assembly.

At the same time, independently of what was going
on in Paris, popular revolutions broke out in numerous
cities. In Nantes, permanent committees and national
guards were created to maintain order after crowds had
seized the chief citadels. This collapse of royal authority
in the cities was paralleled by peasant revolutions in the
countryside.

Peasant Rebellions and the Great Fear A growing re-
sentment of the entire seigneurial system, with its fees
and obligations, greatly exacerbated by the economic and
fiscal activities of the great estate holders—whether noble
or bourgeois—in the difficult decade of the 1780s, created
the conditions for a popular uprising. The fall of the
Bastille and the king’s apparent capitulation to the de-
mands of the Third Estate now encouraged peasants to
take matters into their own hands. From July 19 to Au-
gust 3, peasant rebellions occurred in five major areas of
France. Patterns varied. In some places, peasants simply
forced their lay and ecclesiastical lords to renounce dues
and tithes; elsewhere they burned charters listing their
obligations. The peasants were not acting in blind fury;
they knew what they were doing. Many also believed that
the king supported their actions. As a contemporary
chronicler wrote, “For several weeks, news went from
village to village. They announced that the Estates-General
was going to abolish tithes, quitrents and dues, that
the King agreed but that the peasants had to support the
public authorities by going themselves to demand the
destruction of titles””

The agrarian revolts served as a backdrop to the
Great Fear, a vast panic that spread like wildfire through
France between July 20 and August 6. Fear of invasion by
foreign troops, aided by a supposed aristocratic plot,
encouraged the formation of more citizens’ militias and
permanent committees. The greatest impact of the
agrarian revolts and the Great Fear was on the National
Assembly meeting in Versailles. We will now examine its
attempt to reform France.

Destruction of the Old Regime

One of the first acts of the National Assembly (also called
the Constituent Assembly because from 1789 to 1791 it
was writing a new constitution) was to destroy the relics
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of feudalism or aristocratic privileges. To some depuﬁ
this measure Was necessary tQ calm the peasans an] res,
store order in the countryst.de, .althot.lgh many Urbe\
bourgeois were willing to a.bohsh feudalism as 4 m?\tteran
€ On the night of August 4, 1789, the Nation()f
Assembly in an astonishing SCS:QIOI] vot.ec'i to aboligh se?l
gneurial rights as well as the fiscal privileges of nOble;
and provinces. )

principle.

clergy, towns,

. g {
[ N F lichts of Man anc

3 {1 y : : the (:ilizen On
August 26, the assembly provided ll'w ideological foun.
dation for its actions and an educational device fop the
nation by adopting the Declaration of the Rights of Man
and the Citizen (see the box on p. 581). This charter of
basic liberties reflected the ideas of the major philosophes
of the French Enlightenment and also owed much to the
American Declaration of Independence and Americay
state constitutions. The declaration began with a ringing
affirmation of “the natural and imprescriptible rights of
man” to “liberty, property security, and resistance to
oppression.” It went on to a.fﬁr.m the destruction of arjs-
tocratic privileges by proclaiming an end to exemptions
from taxation, freedom and equal rights for all men, and
access to public office based on talent. The monarchy was
restricted, and all citizens were to have the right to take
part in the legislative process. Freedom of speech and
press were coupled with the outlawing of arbitrary arrests.

The declaration also raised another important issue.
Did the proclamation’s ideal of equal rights for “all
men” include women? Many deputies insisted that it
did, at least in terms of civil liberties, provided that, as
one said, “women do not aspire to exercise political
rights and functions.” Olympe de Gouges, a playwright
and pamphleteer, refused to accept this exclusion of
women from political rights. Echoing the words of the
official declaration, she penned a Declaration of the
Rights of Woman and the Female Citizen in which she
insisted that women should have all the same rights as
men (see the box on p. 581). The National Assembly ;
ignored her demands. 3

The Women’s March to Versailles In the meantime
Louis XVI had remained inactive at Versailles. He did
refuse, however, to promulgate the decrees on the abo-
lition of feudalism and the declaration of rights, but an
unexpected turn of events soon forced the king to change
his mind. On October 5, after marching to the Hotel de
Ville, the city hall, to demand bread, crowds of Parisian
women numbering in the thousands set off for Versailles,
12 miles away, to confront the king and the Nation

Assembly. One eyewitness was amazed at the sighf 0
“detachments of women coming up from every directiom,
armed with broomsticks, lances, pitchforks, swords, 1S
tols and muskets.” After meeting with a delegation ©
these women, who tearfully described how their children
were starving for lack of bread, Louis XVI promised them
grain supplies for Paris, thinking that this would end the
protest. But the women’s action had forced the parts
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one of the important docume
IR Declaration of the Ri;ft\isoc:ft:lea:r;?; g
zen was adopted in August 1789 by the Nation |e Citi-
Assembly. The declaration affirmed that “men a
and remain free and equal in rights,” that gove?re born
must protect these natural rights, and that pontpment
power is derived from the people. ical
olympe de Gouges (the pen name used by Mari
Gouze) was a butcher’s daughter who wrote pla zrned
pamphlets. She argued that the Declaration of tr:/e 4
Rights of Man and the Citizen did not apply to wom
and composed her own Declaration of the Rights ofen
woman and the Female Citizen in 1791.

peclaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen

The representatives of the French people, organized as a
national asselleIy, considering that ignorance, neglect, and
scorn of the rights of man are the sole causes of public
misfortunes and of corruption of governments, have
resolved to display in a solemn declaration the natural,
inalienable, and sacred rights of man, so that this declara-
 tion, constantly in the presence of all members of society,
will continually remind them of their rights and their
duties.... Consequently, the National Assembly recognizes
;and declares, in the presence and under the auspices of the
¢ ?upreme Being, the following rights of man and citizen:
,_»1. Men are born and remain free and equal in rights;
social distinctions can be established only for the com-
- mon benefit.

2. The aim of every political association is the conserva-
tion of the natural and imprescriptible rights of man;
these rights are liberty, property, security, and resist-
ance to oppression.

" The source of all sovereignty is located in essence in
the nation; no body, no individual can exercise author-
~ ity which does not emanate from it expressly.

4, Liberty consists in being able to do anything that does
. not harm another person.. ...

6. The law is the expression of the general will; all ci
~ zens have the right to concur personally or through

. their representatives in its formation; it must be the
same for all, whether it protects or punishes. All citi-

- zens being equal in its eyes are equally admissible to

~ all honors, positions, and public employments, accord-
ing to their capabilities and without other distinctions
than those of their virtues and talents.

7. No man can be accused, arrested, or detained except
in cases determined by the law, and according to the
~ forms which it has prescribed. . ..
10. No one may be disturbed because of his opinions, even

1 religious, provided that their public demonstration does
not disturb the public order established by law.

ti-
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OPPOSING V
THE NAT : IEWPOINTS
URAL RIGHTS OF THE FRENCH PrOPLE: TWO VIEWS
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11, The free communication of thoughts and opinions is

one of the most precious rights of man: every citizen
can therefore freely speak, write, and print

12. The guaranteeing of the rights of man and citizen
necessitates a public force; this force is therefore insti
tuted for the advantage of all, and not for the private
use of those to whom it is entrusted. ...

14. Citizens have the right to determine for themselves or

need for taxation of

ts use,

uration.

through their representatives the
the public, to consent to it freely, to investigate i
and to determine its rate, basis, collection, and d

15. Society has the right to demand an accounting of his
administration from every public agent.

16. Any society in which guarantees of rights are not
assured nor the separation of powers determined has
no constitution.

17. Property being an inviolable and sacred right, no one
may be deprived of it unless public necessity, legally
determined, clearly requires such action, and then
only on condition of a just and prior indemnity.

Declaration of the Rights of
Woman and the Female Citizen
... Mothers, daughters, sisters and representatives of the
nation demand to be constituted into a national assembly.
Believing that ignorance, omission, Or SCOrm for the rights
of woman are the only causes of public misfortunes and of
the corruption of governments, the women have resolved
to set forth in a solemn declaration the natural, inalienable,
and sacred rights of woman in order that this declaration,
constantly exposed before all the members of the society,
will ceaselessly remind them of their rights and duties. . ...
Consequently, the sex that is as superior in beauty as
it is in courage during the sufferings of maternity recog-
nizes and declares in the presence and under the auspices
of the Supreme Being, the following Rights of Woman and

of Female Citizens.

. Woman is born free and lives equal to man in her
rights. Social distinctions can be based only on the
common utility.

2. The purpose of any political association is the conser-
vation of the natural and imprescriptible rights of
woman and man; these rights are liberty, property,
security, and especially resistance to oppression.

3. The principle of all sovereignty rests essentially with
the nation, which is nothing but the union of woman
and man; no body and no individual can exercise any
authority which does not come expressly from it [the
nation].

4. Liberty and justice consist of restoring all that belongs
to others; thus, the only limits on the exercise of the

natural rights of woman are perpetual male tyranny;
(continued)
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(continued)

these limits are to be reformed by the laws of nature
and reason. . . .

6. The law must be the expression of the general will; all

female and male citizens must contribute either person-
ally or through their representatives to its formation; it
must be the same for all: male and female citizens,
being equal in the eyes of the law, must be equally
admitted to all honors, positions, and public employ-
ment according to their capacity and without other dis-
tinctions besides those of their virtues and talents.

7. No woman is an exception: she is accused, arrested,

and detained in cases determined by law. Women, like

men, obey this rigorous law. . ..

No one is to be disquieted for his very basic opinions;

woman has the right to mount the scaffold: she must

equally have the right to mount the rostrum, provided
that her demonstrations do not disturb the legally
established public order.

11. The free communication of thought and opinions is one
of the most precious rights of woman, since that liberty
assured the recognition of children by their fathers. ...

12. The guarantee of the rights of woman and the female

citizen implies a major benefit; this guarantee must be

instituted for the advantage of all, and not for the par-
ticular benefit of those to whom it is entrusted. ...

Female and male citizens have the right to verify,

either by themselves or through their representatives,

10.

the necessity of the public contribution, This can
apply to women if they are granted an equal Sha;:m
only of wealth, but also of public administrag;
in the determination of the proportion, the b
collection, and the duration of the tax.

15. The collectivity of women, joined for tax PUrposes 1
the aggregate of men, has the right to demang i
accounting of his administration from any public

16. No society has a constitution without the guarantee
of rights and the separation of powers; the COnStitutigy
is null if the majority of individuals comprising the
nation have not cooperated in drafting it.

17. Property belongs to both sexes whether united or
arate; for each it is an inviolable and sacred right: ng
one can be deprived of it, since it is the true Patrimony
of nature, unless the legally determined public neeq
obviously dictates it, and then only with a just and
prior indemnity. 3

on, ang
ase, the

Q What “natural rights” does the first documentpro".
claim? To what extent was this document influenced by
the writings of the philosophes? What rights for women
does the second document enunciate? Given the nature
and scope of the arguments in favor of natural rights a': i
women'’s rights in these two documents, what key: effec|
on European society would you attribute to the Freni
Revolution? 34

Réunion des Musées Nationaux (Bulloz)/Art Resource, NY

National Guard under Lafayette to follow their lead and
march to Versailles. The crowd now insisted that the royal
family return to Paris. On October 6, the king complied.
As a goodwill gesture, he brought along wagonloads of
flour from the palace stores. All were escorted by women
armed with pikes (some of which held the severed heads
of the king’s guards), singing, “We are bringing back the

baker, the baker’s wife, and the baker’s boy” (the king,
queen, and their son). The king now accepted the Na-
tional Assembly’s decrees; it was neither the first nor the
last occasion when Parisian crowds would affect national
politics. The king was virtually a prisoner in Paris, and
the National Assembly, now meeting in Paris, would also
feel the influence of Parisian insurrectionary politics.

The Women's March to
Versailles. On October 5
1789, thousands of Parisian
women marched to Versailles
to confront King Louis XVI
and to demand bread for thel
starving children. This
contemporary print shows &
group of dedicated marchers,
some armed with pikes an
other weapons while others
pull an artillery piece. The
aristocratic woman at the 28
right does not appear b ;
very enthusiastic about join™
the march.

: Depart des Herowmer de Laris pow %g?%i//mj_ le 5 Octobre 27 ‘
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