of 1838, General Winfield
sveral units of the U.S. Army

_fe Chérokéés &

*
The Problem

understand. Children were often sepa-
rated from their parents and driven
into the stockades with the sky for a
blanket and the earth for a pillow. And
often the old and infirm were prodded
with bayonets to hasten them to the
stockades.”

Just behind the  soldiers came
whites, eager to claim homesteads,
search for gold, or pick over the belong-
ings that the Cherokees did not have
time to carry away.

On August 23, 1838, the first of thir-
teen parties of Cherokees began their
forced march to the West, arriving in
what had been designated as Indian
Territory (later Oklahoma) on January
17, 1839. With some traveling by boat
while others journeyed overland, a

total of approximately thirteen thou-

sand Cherokees participated in wm

mm .hmmeknmasthe’rmﬂnf‘mgg
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s 1 that murdered‘
bemhighuthm The forced removal o
. because of shoddy record marked the end of a d
ces died in an epidemic almost  white populations roome

4s 2

: eapednlhwthlﬁwAmm
ples refused to sell or give their lands
to whites by treaty.

In 1829, Andrew Jackson became
president. For at least ten years, it was

, 1838-1839,
Mmm-mm Unnemtynfﬂkhhu}’l-q,

UnhuﬂtyufOkhhmnaP:mNormm.W




: .a. decisive and unal-
not to cede away

eral government ultimately decided ’w
remove them. Here again several pos-
sible alternatives were offered and, as
with whites, they were debated with
considerable ferocity.

In this chapter, you will be analyzing
the two debates, the first among
whites, who in the end would deter-
mine the fate of the Cherokees, and
the second, among the.Cherokees as to
how they would respond to the whites’
final decision. What alternatives did
whites consider? What were the
strengths and weaknesses of each
alternative? Then, what alterna-
tives did the Cherokees consider?
What were the strengths and
weaknesses of each position?

For both whites and Cherokees, sig-

nificant segments of both populations

did not view removal as inevitable.
Many years later, people look back .




8 whereas men hunted deer
ey and caught fish to complete
The Cherokees built towns

t ﬁasmtrilineal, meaning that
y and position passed from .

tically was autonomous, and

‘were no leaders (or chiefs, in

had been killed, almost certz
pleting the herds. Gradually, t
okeeswerelosmgtheirself—suﬂiww
and becoming increasingly dependent

on European goods.
With European colonization and ex-

pansion in North America, the Chero-
kees became swept up into European
peoples’ wars. Initially siding with the
British against the French, the Chero-
kees turned against the British when
the colonial governor of South Carolina
called thirty-two chieftains to a confer-
ence and then killed twenty-nine of
them. The British retaliated against a
Cherokee outburst by destroying the
Lower Towns, killing over one hundred
Cherokee warriors, and driving the
survivors into the mountains. In 'EIG
American Revolution, the Ch

hopcmg to stem white westm €




Elias Boudinot (nght),twoofthe Chm'ol’ee
ted in the mission school in Cornwall,

Cherokee leaders
land and fewer
changes in their

accepted “civiliza-

on, “Game is going
‘We must plant corn
tle.”” Aided by government
Return J. Meigs (who

Cherokees from 1801
number of missionaries
erican Board of Com-

e able to embrace
a.n s ways.” Many

Cherokees lived in stately homes and
owned 1,277 African American slaves.
For some, therefore, the “civilization”
process led to a vastly improved stand-
ard of living.

Mission boarding schools, supported
by white contributions, dotted the
landscape. For some of the most prom-
ising young boys, the American Board
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions
founded a school in Cornwall, Connect-
icut, where two of the Cherokee Na-
tion’s most prominent future leaders,
John Ridge and Elias Boudinot, were
educated.® At the same time, a Native
American man, Sequoyah, began de-
vising a Cherokee alphabet (he called

8. The American Board of Commissioners
for Foreign Missions was chartered in 1812,
The purpose of the school was to train Na-
tive Americans to become Christian mission-
aries. Elias Boudinot’s Cherokee name was
(anglicized) Buck Watie. When traveling to
the school in Cornwall, he stayed with
Boudinot (1740-1821), a former membe:
the Continental Congress, Director
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it of Sequoyah Dnsplaymg His Cherokee Syllabary, c. 1838.

yllabary) of eighty-five phonetic

ymbols that allowed Cherokees to

what previously had been their

e. In 1828, the first edition

bilingual newspaper the Chero-

*hoenix and Indians’ Advocate ap-
, edited by Elias Boudinot.

ental and political forms

modeledafter Anglo-European

A Native American police

ituted in 1808, and in the

a detailed census was

, a formal constitution

rodeled on the United

setting up a rep-

nent and courts for

‘Women, who were

ways, then, Cherokees remade their
economy, soc1ety, culture, and govern-
ment.

Yet, in the eyes of some whites, the
Cherokees’ progress toward “civiliza-
tion” was frustratingly slow. Several
Cherokees, perhaps a majority, re-
sisted the new ways, refused to adopt
Anglo-European gender roles, ignored
the mission schools, and opposed ef-
forts to teach them the English
guage or convert them to Ch
Moreover, those who inter
whites realized that no .

“civilized” they had




James Momoe statedths:t"i;here is no '
obligation on the" Um(:et'z' States to re-

had beeome very nearly unavmdnhle.
In aneﬂ'orttoavm;ivmlence,m 1818,
a trickle of Cherokees began to migrate
to lands west of the Mississippi River.!
The vast majority of Cherokees,
however, refused to move. They had
built farms, sawmills, tanneries, fer-
ries, stores, and towns. The Treaty of
Hopewell (1785) had promised that
they would be able to hold onto their
lands “forever” In addition, Christian
missionaries who lived among the
Cherokees strengthened their resolve
to resist removal, believing that the
Cherokees were making great strides
at becoming “civilized” right where they
were. Yet one Cherokee chieftain’s 1775
statement turned out to be prophetic:
“Indian Nations before the Whites are
like balls of snow before the sun.”?
The conclusion of the War of 1812
touched off a tremendous white pop-
ulation boom in the West, thereby




hoidmg onto their lands.
0 to 1830, the white popu-
e area that comprised the
gia, Tennessee, Missis-
abama more than tripled,
; populatmn of Georgia

leaders not to give up any more lands
heightened an already tense situa-
tion. For its part, Georgia increased
its demands that the federal govern-
ment honor its 1802 agreement aﬂ
remove the Cherokees imm
The election of Andrew Jm

1828 was a signal to T

they now could move wiﬁ.

In December 1828 : -l e

bafore Jacbon’a




activity as well as

en Cherokee resolve

st the Georgia state

it and whzte encroachment.

all hites living in Cherokee
o secure licenses, an obvi-

npt to expel the missionaries.

e missionaries refused to ap-
required licenses, eleven of

arrested and sentenced to
years in the Milledgeville
tentiary. When the Georgia
ered executive clemency to

1d leave voluntarily,
‘Worcester and Elizur

( ter appealed to

By the hmeWmsmr m‘

from prison, however, the ¢
‘almost over. In his F:rsbAnnual Mes-

sage to Congress of December 8, 1829
(see Source 4), President Jackson made
his case for the“voluntary”removal of
all Native Americans east of the Mis-
sissippi River. Responding to the presi-
dent’s message in February 1830, the
House of Representatives took up the
Indian Removal Bill. The bill, however,
reignited a furious debate both in
Congress and among the general pub-
lic. Hundreds of petitions were sent to
Congress, the majority from religious
groups and benevolent societies op-
posed to removal. Many congressional
opponents of the bill were genuinely
concerned about the welfare of Native
Americans, but at least an equal
number were Jackson’s political oppo-
nents, seeking to embarrass the presi-
dent. On April 23, 1830, the Senate
approved the Indian Removal Bill by a
vote of 28-19, the House following

- 14. Both Worcester and Butler




still reqmred that all land

or sales of Native American

1st be completed by treaty.

while Cherokees debated

- to respond to the Removal

2 federal government began to

for pliable Cherokee leaders
d approve a removal treaty.

the Ridge-Watie-Boudinot

family provided the core of a -

rity of Cherokees that origi-
vehemently opposed reloca-

d come to see it as the only
alternative. President Jackson
- John F. Schermerhorn,

tch Reformed minister, to
eaty. The Treaty of New
approved, in late

> of twenty and a

y-six Cherokees.

obvious ploy to induce Chemhas
leave the state.

Outraged by the actions of both
the “Treaty Party” (as they had been
derisively labeled) and the state of
Georgia, Principal Chief John Ross
and the National Council circulated

- a petition to the U.S. Congress that

was purportedly signed by 15,665
Cherokees. The petition maintained
that the Treaty of New Echota was
invalid because it never had been ap-
proved by the National Council, and
begged that Congress would reverse
its position on removal and protect
the Cherokees from the incursions of

white Georgians. At last, on April 9,

16. For biographies of the principal “T
Party” leaders, see Edward '




ing. As many as twenty-ﬁve
or more died in the makeshift
ades prior to the journey. And
3 13,149 (cited by army records) °
ina on which these began the trip, only 11,504 arrived in
(he kept the land Indian Territory. In addition, several
name). In 1837, the hundred died soon after their arrival,
 General Assembly ac- by either disease or violence between
the Cherokees’ right tore-  the new arrivals and earlier migrants
Carolina. The fact that or between the “accommodationists™
Thomas purchased for the and the last-ditch resisters."”
was land that virtually no ~ What alternatives did whites con-
ted probably was a factor sider? What were the strengths and
ture’s decision. In addi- weaknesses of each alternative? For
‘eleven hundred Cherokees the Cherokees, answer the same two,
wed to stay in North questions. Note that some Cherokees
an additional three hun- actually favored relocation. What were
scattered throughout their reasons for doing so?

4
The Method

e the prin- the Cherokees could not rer
favor of and thqwem(Soume*!) By ca




wrote what they would
r written regarding why

examine and analyze the evi-
ure to take notes carefully.

~second central question in this

regards the strengths and

s of the principal points both

and opposed to Cherokee re-

. This is not nearly so easy as it

tappear. For one thing, you may

le to uncover the real reasons

or writer took a particular

For example, almost no one in

said that Cherokees

nemaved because whites

,anyewdaneeﬁothemnmrﬂ-

Morewer,asyaumsthe__ rengt

‘and weaknesses of each

writer’s position, you will almost ing :
tably be drawn into the interesting but

highly dangerous process of evaluat-
ing the alternatives to removal. Typi-
cally, historians concern themselves
with what actually did happen rather
than what might have happened. To be
sure, some of the opponents of removal

- did advocate alternatives to removal,

and in some cases you may have to
deal with such alternatives as you de-
termine the strengths and weaknesses
of a particular position. If you plan to
do this, however, use the actual facts at
your disposal to assess a particular
alternative. Do not create facts to fit your
hypothesis—perhaps the worst charge
that can be made against a historian.
Also remember that you are '




The Evidence

se Act of July 22, 1790, in Wilcomb Washburn, ed., The
the United States: A Documentary History (New York: Random

' Intercourse Act of 1790.

and declared. That no sale of lands made by any Indians or
> of Indians within the United States, shall be valid to any
any state, whether having the right of pre-emption to
ess the same shall be made and duly executed at some

er the authority of the United States.

 to Hawkins, Feb. 18, 1803, in Paul Leicester Ford., ed., The
(New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 1905) vol. 9, pp. 446-448.




'f.o do better on less Iand, our mt:reaamg 1
e land, and thus a coincidence of interest will
those who have lands to spare, and want other
ose who have such necessaries to spare, and want la
then, will be for the good of both, and those who are fri
th ought to encourage it. . . . In truth, the ultimate point of
1ess for them is to let our settlements and theirs meet and
er, to intermix, and become one people. Incorporating them
 as citizens of the U.S,, this is what the natural progress of thmg
course bring on, and it will be better to promote than to retard m
will be better for them to be identified with us, and pmservﬂ
occupation of their lands, than be exposed to the many casualties
ay endanger them while a separate people. I have little doubt
at your reflections must have led you to view the various way
their history may terminate, and to see that this is the one r

ssible, perhaps probable, that this idea may be so novel -
e Indians, were it even hinted to them. Of cow
r own reﬂecﬁon, but, convineed ufita soun




-matanoe of gross and cruel oppression:
all attempts to accomplish this removal of the Indians by bribery or
intimidation and threats, by withholding from them a knowledge
strength of their cause, by practising upon their ignorance, and their
s, or by vexatious opportunities, interpreted by them to mean nearly the
 thing as a command;—all such attempts are acts of oppression, and

therefore entirely unjustifiable:

t the United States are firmly bound by treaty to protect the Indians
force and encroachments on the part of a State; and a refusal thus to

given, as a security against encroachments from Georgia and
g States. By virtue of this guaranty the Cherokees may rightfully
theUmtedStatessha]lkeepa]lmmders at a distance, from




_salmadywast}wsecondlargestatate (the hmmtbangﬁgmm)mdhd
or seven souls to a square mile.” Why does Georgia want more?]

' -'I'hare is one remaining topic, on which the minds of many banevdelt
‘men are hesitating; and that is, whether the welfare of the Indians would not
- be promoted by a removal. Though they have a right to remain where they
are; though the whole power of the United States is pledged to defend them
- in their possessions; yet it is supposed by some, that they would act wisely,

- if they would yield to the pressure, quietly surrender their territory to the

United States, and accept a new country beyond the Mississippi, with a new

guaranty,
In support of this supposition, it is argued, that-they can never remain
- quiet where they are; that they will always be infested by troublesome
 whites; and that the states, which lay claim to their territory, will persevere
in measures to vex and annoy them.
‘us look a moment at this statement. Is it indeed true, that, in the very
mdv:gourof our republican government, andmthallourboastedlm

d in our national statute-book? Is it true, that while &

the constitution to be the supreme law of the land, a wh
me laws is to be at once avowedly and utterly
‘bhﬂU'tedStates,thataugustbodgasm




ﬁhoutshame?[tcannotbe.Thepe@Ie
_ themselvestosofmﬂareproach.

ciiairds«m, A Compilation of the Messages and Papers of the
Bureau of National Literature, 1897).

Presideﬁt Andrew Jackson’s First Annual
ress, December 8, 1829."°

ulterior destiny of the Indian Tribes within the limits of
s, have become objects of much interest and importance. It
policy of Government to introduce among them the arts of
pe of gradually reclaiming them from a-wandering life.
however, been coupled with another, wholly incompatible
fessing a desire to civilize and settle them, we have, at
opportunity to purchase their lands, and thrust them
ness. By this means they have not only been kept in

yeen led to look upon us as unjust and indifferent

gh lavish in its expenditures upon the subject,
defeated its own policy; and the Indians, in

further to the West, have retained their savage




tq'preserve, for a while, their once terrible na
with their arts of civilization, which, by destroy

vage, doom him to weakness and decay; the fate of

arragansett, and the Delaware, is fast overtaking the (

, and the Creek. That this fate surely awaits them, if they r )
the limits of the States, does not admit of a doubt. Hmmf@ﬂ
nal honor demand that every effort should be made to avert so great

alamity. It is too late to inquire whether it was just in the United States
ude them and their territory within the bounds of new States whose
they could control. That step cannot be retraced. A State cannot be
embered by Congress, or restricted in the exercise of her constitutional
- But the people of those States, and of every State, actuated by feelings
and a regard for our national honor, submit to you the interesting

n, whether something cannot be done, consistently with the rights of

s, to preserve this much injured race?

‘means of effecting this end, I suggest, for your eons:derm, t
of setting apart an ample district West of the Missi
limits of any State or Territory, now formed, to be
tribes, as long as they shall occupy it: each tribe ha
e portion designated for its use. There thég
of governments of their own choice, su
m:had States than such as max )




'longbeeomemergedmthemassofourpopuﬂahm.

ar from Speeches on the Passage of the Bill for the Removal of
d in the Congress of the United States, April and May, 1830
erkins and Marvin, 1830).

from Speech of Senator Theodore Frelinghuysen.*

it the Indians cannot flourish in the neighborhood of a white
whole tribes have disappeared under the influence of this
an abstract proposition, it implies reproach somewhere. Our
I3 ‘have not such deadly and depopulating power. It must,
vices that possess these destructive energies—and shall we
and put in, as our plea for it, that our intercourse with
so demoralizing that we must drive them from it, to
many tribes have melted away—they have sunk lower
people could rise from a condition to which policy,
ty, conspired to depress them?

e same care to elevate their moral condition, that

m, the removal of the Indians would not now seek




, I'ndaan tribes choose to remain, they will be protected against all
ce and encroachment; and such is my confidence in the sense of

n the respect for law, prevailing in the great body of this portion of

' citizens, that I believe they would submit to the authority of the

man: If I believed that the real object and only effect of the bill
T the pohcy of prov1d1ng a country beyond the Mlsmpﬁ




hi their limits from the
a purpose so unjust to these peop nd
of the country, lurking under it, I cannot

ach of Representaﬁve David Crockett

'at considering his very humble abilities, it might be
ould content himself with a silent vote; but, situated
to his colleagues, he felt it to be a duty to himself
es which governed him in the vote he should give on
en had already discussed the treaty-making power; and
10re ably than he could pretend to do. He should not
at subject, but would merely make an explanation
f his vote. He did not know whether a man within
residence would give a similar vote; but he knew, at the
e should give that vote with a clear conscience. He had
ttle with, he was aware; and should like to please
gentlemen; but he had also a settlement to make at
what his conscience dictated to be just and right
equences what they might. He believed that the
enough to give him their suffrages, supposed
r they would not have chosen him. If so, they

hould act in the way he thought henaet ;

th natlve Indian tribes of this coun




Premdent to cause auch tribe or nai;mn to be
their new residence, against all interruption or di
_ any other tribe or nation of Indians, or from any oth
persons whatever.

from Wilson Lumpkin, The Removal of the Cherokee Indians from C
: Dodd, Mead & Co., 1907).

f‘j : Governor Wilson Lumpkin to the Georgia Assembly,

Department Georgia, Milledgeville, December 2nd, 1831.
believed that a crisis has arrived, in which we cannot permit t
our policy in relation to the Cherokee part of Georgia to remain
erplexed and extraordinary condition without Jeopardlm
prosperity, if not the peace and safety, of the State.
within the recollection of our whole people ¢
extensaon of the laws and jurisdiction of our




. yarrassments, and perplexities, which ﬁ!ns- 4
what Iam consi:ramed to deem the meertnnent

ceded in inducing our Indian people to believe that
ppressors, and in alienating their affections from

she has taken; and the day must speedily arrive
ings on this subject must be put to final rest. The
1g influences now in operation against the character,
perity of the State, cannot be much longer deplored
t we to place any reliance on inefficient measures.
prejudice, kept at a distance, may be endured;

} -ld-enemie produce unceasing disquietude and

nt of Cherokee Indians remaining in Georgia
ves the admitted charge of our peculiar care;
'fnends and benefactors, to presersze and




istory has verified, especially in the
ions of the States which form this con
in nations who considered themselves mstmmd )
y the precepts and examples contained in the Sac
.__Iedgedasthebas:softhmrrehgwusa'eedand
ue, and replenish the earth, were considered Divine commane
resent state of things in the Cherokee country, it is belies
thening the adversaries of Georgia, at home and abroad.
1 order to secure and protect the Indians in their abodes, and their pr :
very kind under our laws, their individual and separate possessions
to be defined by actual survey; in aocomphshmg which it will be least
ensive and most compatible with the views of the State (as provided by the
the Legislature at its last session), to survey the entire country.

t11 we have a population planted upon the unoccupied portion of this
ry, possessed of all the ordinary inducements of other communities
ustain our laws and government, our present.laws providing for the

ment of this part of the State should not only be continued, but ample

~should be afforded to enforce obedience to their requirements. to
this object, the Executive should be vested with full power promptly

the agents who have been, or may be, selected to maintain
of the laws in that portion of the State. . . .




in thé diéposition of it till ﬁow. Ifa faﬁwr er
their lands which they had to depend on, which
ise their living on, which would be indeed bad &

. have understood some of our children wish to go
: this act of our children would be like destroying

ters ask and beg of you not to part with any more

rs. You are our descendants; take pity on our request.
owing children, for it was the good will of our creator
you know our father, the great president, will not
to take our country away. Only keep your hands

its our own country. for [if] it was not, they would not
s to paper, for it would be impossible to remove

> child is raised, we have others in our arms, for




1t you to recommend these thmgs to my people Theymaystﬂ ;
eople, but will do [nothing] for the Indians. I am now going to hunt
e gone six moons & when I return, I shall expect to hear nothing

s made in [my] absence to induce my people to take hold of your
ut in his absence the Agent induced his wife & daughters to spin &
with so much assiduity as to make more cloth in value, than the Chief’s
six months amounted to. He was astonished & came to the Agent
mile, accusing him for making his wife & daughters better hunters
z requested to be furnished a plough & went to work on his farm.

e, the Moravians opened their School for the Indians, clea:

ted a garden & planted an orchard. The Venerable Rev.
his amiable Lady were a standing monument o
endship. As far as they had means, they conve




ntatives, on the resolution, recommended byﬁﬁ .

published in the second Number of our paper.

ates of this new system of civilizing the Indians
ntaining the novel opinion, that it is impossible to
urrounded as they are by the white population, and
‘become extinct, unless they are removed. It is a fact
deny, that many tribes have perished away in consequence
= t we are yet to be convinced that this will always be
every measure taken to civilize them. We contend that
 a sufficient extent have never been employed. And how
an assertion without sufficient evidence? What proof

m which they are now recommending, will succeed|[?]
ample in the whole history of man, of a nation or tribe,
from a land of civil and religious means, to a perfect
be civilized[?] We are fearful these men are building
ose fall will crush those poor Indians who may be so
experiment. We are sorry to see that some of the

n speak so disrespectfully, if not contemptuously, of the
improvement, now in successful operation among most of
ted States—the only measures too, which have been

bid fair to meliorate the condition of the Aborigines.

mmmwmmmmsmm
"Wayne Moqum and CharleaVanIkrm, '




and the Oakmulgee [Riverl]; there isa pleasant eountry Healsar =
all be yours forever” Now he says, “The land you live on is not
beyond the Mississippi; there is game; there you may remain while
ss grows or the water runs.” Brothers! Will not our great father

n Francis Paul Prucha, ed., Cherokee Removal: The ‘William Penn’
Other Writings By Jeremz.ah Evarts (Knox\n.ﬂe, TN: University of
Press 1981).

s of the Committee and Councll of the Cherokee



