RACE, ETHNICITY, SOCIAL
STRUCTURE, AND CRIME

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

The objectives of this chapter are to examine the broader structure of Amer-
ican society with respect to race and ethnicity and to analyze the relation-
ship between social structure and crime. As we learned in Chapeer 2, people
of color are disproportionately involved in the criminal justice system, as
crime victims, oftenders, persons arrested, and persons in prison. In very
general terms, there are two possible explanations for this overrepresentation.
The first is discrimination in the criminal justice system. We explore the data
related to this issue in Chapters 4 through 10. The other possible explanation
is the American social structure, which involves patterns of inequality that
are criminogenic. In this chapter, we will discuss the social and cconomic
inequalities in American society and their relationship to crime and criminal
justice,

We should first define what we mean by social structure. Social
structure is “a general term for any collective social circumstance that is
unalterable and given for the individual.” The analysis of social structure
reveals patterned relationships betieen groups of people that form the basic con-
tours of society. The patterned relationships are related to employment,
income, residence, education, religion, gender, and race and ethnicity, In
combination, these factors explain a person’s circumstances in life, relation-
ships with other groups, attitudes and behavior on most issues, and pros-
pects for the future,

This chapter explores the very complex relationship among social and
economic inequality, race and ethnicity, and participation in crime.
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After you have read this chapter:

[, You will be able to knowledgeably discuss inequalities in income and wealth

with respect to race and cthnicity.

You will better understand the nature and extent of inequality in American
society with respect to racial and ethnic minorities.

3 You will be able to explain whether the social and economic gap between

!\)

whites and people of color is narrowing or growing.

4. You will understand how inherited wealth perpetuates inequality in terms of
opportunitics for employment and education.

5 You will understand what we know about the relationship between social
and economic inequality and crvime, and how the leading theories of crime
help explain that relationship.

6. You will be knowledgeable about the impact of social and political reform
efforts designed to reduce inequality, including the civil rights movement

and different antipoverty efforts.

What happens when a young man comes home from prison? Where does he live
that first night? What kind of resources does he have? What happens in the first
weeks and months? Does he go right back to involvement in crime? Where does

he stand at the end of a year?

The following is a snapshot of onc hypothetical young African-American
male who just recurned home to Cleveland, Ohio, atter a term in the state pen-
itentiary, It is adapted from a report by the Urban Institute on people reentering
society from prison in Cleveland, Chicago, and other cities. The report is one of
many published by the Urban Tnstitute on the subject of reentry.

Lets call our hypothetical person Fred Jones,a 20-year-old African Amer-
ican from Cleveland who just returned home after two years and two months
in prison. Fred spends his first night with a family member or members. Upon
release, he has no money, and in fact has some sizeable child support debts. He
will tell people that over the next year support from family members will be the
most important factor in helping him stay out of prison, far more important even
than having a job. But some of Fred’s friends have a different family situation.
Some of their family members are involved in crime, and this will affect their
chances for successful reentry.

After a year back in society, Ered will be among the more than half of his
fellow returnees who still do not have a full-time legal job. When he left prison,
he did not have either a valid driver’s Jicense ora Social Security card, as is the
case with many offenders reentering society. Getting these basic forms of identi-
fication, moreover, is a challenge. Fred has no car, and public transportation to the
department of motor vehicles is weak. So he has to rely again on family or friends

to get there.
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Instead of a full-time job. Fred will be among the one third of the people
teaving prison who support chemselves with “off the books™ or “under the wble”™
work. That kind of wark provides some income, but it is typically part-time,
irregular work, with no benefits such as health insurance and no real prospeces
for advancement, And Fred's job prospects were not so good to begin with. Along
with 35 percent of the other returnees, he has only a high school diploma (and
was never a star pupil), and like 42 percent of the group, he had never worked
40 hours a week before going to prison.

One of Fred’s major problems is his health. Along with 39 percent of his
peers, he has some kind of physical illness, and he is among the 30 percent who
suffer from depression. And like almost 30 percent of his peers, he has a history of
drug usage.

Along with about two-thirds of his peers, Fred reports that his parole officer
has been helpful with him making the transiion from prison over the first-year
home. But like 30 percent of the group, after one year out he reports that he has
committed another crime, with half tnvolving drug possession. After only one
year out, 15 percent of his peers were back in prison,

Fred’s sitcuation and experience in his first-year home from prison highlight
the hmpact of social and economic factors on his lite and his fucure. Cleveland
is a city where the old cconomy of blue-collar jobs has been hiv very hard. Fred
arrives home with little education and work experience and is initially very
dependent on tamily members (who themselves are struggling to get by), living
in an environment with few job opportunities, debts, and poor health, especially
his mental health, and the immediate presence of family, friends, or residents in
the neighborhood who are involved in crime.

In short, people like Fred who leave prison on parole face many challenges
regarding simple day-to-day living, such as finding a place to live and getting a
job. Meanwhile, no matter how determined he is ro establishing a productive
law-abiding life, he has family members, triends, and people in the neighborhood
who invite iim back into a lite of erime. All poor people tace the same chal-
Jenges; the ex-oftender just has some additional burdens. And as we shall learn in
this chapter, African Americans, Hispanics, and Native Americans disproportion-
ately face these challenges,

SOURCE: Adapted from Christy A.Visher and Shannon M. E, Courtney, One Year Oz Experiences of
Prisoners Returning 1o Cleveland (Washington, DC: Urban Institute, 2007).

It's Not Just the Criminal Justiice System

If we are serious about both understanding racial and ethnic disparities wich
respect to crime in America, we need to look beyond the criminal justice svstem,
Marc Maurer, director of The Sentencing Project, lists four factors that contribute
to racial and cthnic disparities in crime rates. He cites Udisproportionate orime
rates,” “disparitics in criminal justice processing,” “the overlap of race and class
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effects,” and the “impact of ‘race neutral’ policies.”! This chapter focuses on the
second on those factors, the deeply embedded social and economic inequalities in
American society.

Something as simple as owning a telephone, to take just one example, can
affect the quality of justice a person receives. Maurer explains that before trial a
person who has a cell phone or even a home-based landline can allow the court
to stay in touch with him and thereby increase the chances of pretrial release.
The poor person who cannot afford any kind of phone is more likely to both be
unable to afford bail in the first place and then be less likely to be released before
trial. As we will learn in Chapter 5, remaining in jail before trial increases the
chances of being convicted and then being sentenced to prison. A criminal con-
viction has enormous consequences, especially on a person’s ability to get a job.

In short, from small things, such as having a phone, large adverse conse-

quences can grow.

Inequality in America: Long-Term Trends and the Recession

Economic and social inequality is directly related to crime. Social and economic
inequality explains a great deal about who commits crime, who are the victims
of crime, who is arrested and prosecuted, and who goes to prison. Does inequal-
ity canse crime? No. All poor people do not commit crime, and poverty does
not make someone become a criminal. But poverty correlates with crime. Poverty
involves circumstances that contribute to criminal behavior.

The United States has had long-standing patterns of social and economic
inequality by race and ethnicity. African Americans, Hispanics, and Native Amer-
icans are much worse off by every measure than non-Hispanic whites and Asian
Americans. In this chapter, we will explain how those factors directly aftect crime
and criminal justice and account for much of the much-publicized disparities in
the prison population.

Two Societies?

Almost 50 years ago, the Kerner Commission, which was appointed to study the
riots of the 1960s, warned that “our Nation is moving toward two societies, one
black, one white—separate and unequal.”? Twenty-four years later, political sci-
entist Andrew Hacker published a book on American race relations titled Tivo
Nations: Black and White, Separate, Hostile, Unequal.®> Hacker’s subtitle indicates that
the Kerner Commission’s dire warning has come true: instead of moving toward
greater equality and opportunity, since the 1960s we have moved backward.

Economic inequality has steadily worsened. The gap between the very rich
and ordinary Americans has grown tremendously. By 2015, the richest 1 percent
of Americans controlled half of all the wealth in the country; the richest 10 per-
cent controlled 88 percent; and the bottom 50 percent of Americans controlled
only 1 percent of all the wealth. As we will discuss later, wealth includes income,
savings, property, and all other tangible assets. The economic well-being of both
middle-class and poor Americans has declined since the 1970s.*
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Second, the recession that struck in 2008 accentuated the long-term trends.
Unemployment rose significantly in 2008-2009 but has fallen steadily since then
(although not as fast as most economists and political leaders want). Job oppor-
tunities, however, have grown in relatively lower paid service industries, while
better paying blue-collar industrial jobs have fallen. These trends have hit African
Americans and Hispanics particularly hard. The unemployment rate for African
American in 2015 was twice the rate for non-Hispanic whites (8.8 percent vs.
4.3 percent) and 37 percent higher for Hispanics (5.9 percent vs. 4.3 percent).”

There are three important patterns of economic inequality in America: (1) the
large gap between rich and poor, without regard to race or ethnicity; (2) the large
economic gap between white Americans and communities of color, particularly
African Americans and Hispanics; and (3) the growth of the very poor—a group
some analysts call an underclass—in the past 40 years. (We discuss the concept of
an underclass later on pp. 127.)

The standard measures of economic inequality are income, wealth, nnemploy-
ment, and poverty statis, We will discuss all four in detail. There is also increased
social science interest in the concept of well-being, which includes the quality of a
person’s tamily life, the social and physical environment, and personal safety.®

Income

Median family income is a standard measure of cconomic status. 1t measures how
much money a family earned during one year. U.S. Census Bureau data reveal
wide gaps between racial and ethnic groups. In 2014, the median houschold
income for all American households was $53,657. But as with all economic indi-
cators, strong racial and ethnic disparities exist. Asian-American houschold had
the highest median family income at $74,297, followed by non-Hispanic whites
at $60,256, Hispanic households at $42,491, and African-American households
at $35,398.7 Historical trends put these figures in perspective, African Ameri-
cans made significant progress relative to whites in the 1950s and 1960s, when
the American economy was growing, but since then, according to the National
Research Council, "the economic status of blacks relative to whites has, on aver-
age, stagnated or deteriorated.”®

The median houschold income figures mask two important issues, First, as
we will discuss shortly, there is a very large and growing gap between the very
rich and the rest of Americans. Second, there are significant differences in median
income within racial and ethnic groups. One of the most significant developments
over the past 40 years has been the growth of an African-American middle class
that is doing much better than its lower-income counterparts.” A similar class
difference exists within the Hispanic community. These cleavages are the result
of two factors. First, the civil rights movement opened the door to employment
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FIGURE 3.1 Median Household Income, by Race and Ethnicity, 2014

SOURCE: US Census Bureau, Income and Poverty in the United States: 2014 (Washington, DC: Department of
Commerce, 2015). https://www.census.gov/content/dan/Census/library/publications/2015/demo/p60-252.pdfi.

for Atrican Americans and Hispanics in careers from which they previously had
been excluded: white-collar, service, and professional-level jobs, Second, the end
of blatant housing discrimination has allowed middle-class African Americans and
Hispanics to move out of segregated neighborhoods. This process, however, has
resulted in a concentration of disadvantage in the older neighborhoods, with, as we
will explain shortly, a resulting concentration of factors that are criminogenic. The
concentration of disadvantage, for example, means that a teenager is surrounded
by a concentration of bad peer influences: other kids who are involved in drugs,
guns, gangs, and crime,

Among both African Americans and Hispanics, then, there is a greater gap
between the middle class and the poorest than at any other time in our history.
Later, we will see how changes in housing patterns among people of color have
resulted in a greater concentration of disadvantage in certain areas. This has a
direct impact on crime in poor neighborhoods.

Wealth

Annual income is only part of a person’s or a family’s economic status. Wealth
includes all the assets you own: your home (or homes, for some people); your cars;
other property (the rent you earn from a rental property is counted as income,
but the value of the property itself is counted as wealth); your savings, including
stocks and bonds; and so forth,

At the basic level, the family that owns a house, for example, has far more
wealth than the family that rents an apartment or house. The person or family
that has a large stock portfolio has far more wealth than people with no savings
at all.

The relative wealth of different groups of Americans has been changing sig-
nificantly in recent years. Three trends stand out. The wealth of the very richest
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FIGURE 3.2 Median Family Wealth, by Race and Ethnicity, 2013

Americans has soared; the wealth of middle-income Americans has stagnated
and even begun to decline; and the wealth of the poorest has actually declined.
Between 2000 and 2011, which includes the years of the great recession (2008—
2009), the average net worth of all American households declined by 6.8 percent
(or a total of §5,046). Bur different racial and ethnic and income-level groups had
very different experiences, "

Non-Hispanic whites experienced an increase of 3.5 percent in that
period, but only those households in the top 60 percent enjoyed that increase.
African~American households saw their net worth decrease by a substan-
tial 37.2 percent between 2000 and 201 1. Most of that was experienced by
the poorest 40 percent of African-American households. The upper 40 percent

(the Atrican-American middle class) experienced an increase in net worth ot

5.4 percent. The overall net worth of Hispanic Americans, meanwhile, decreased
by 42,1 percent, a greater decline than for African Americans, Most of that loss
was among the bottom 60 percent of houscholds; the top 40 percent enjoyed
eains of 17.9 percene, !

Several points need ro be emphasized. Firse, the gap between whites and both
African-Americans and Hispanic households increased in the decade of the 200,
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Non-Hispanic white households had 17.5 times the net worth as African Amer-
icans in 2011, compared with 10.6 times in 2000. And non-Hispanic whites had
14 4 times the net worth as Hispanics in 2011, compared with 8.1 in 2000,

The reasons for the huge gap in net worth are easy to understand. Middle-class
households are able to save each month; the poor struggle to get by day-to-day
and week-to-week, and unable to put aside any savings. The middle-class family
is able to buy a house, which counts as wealth, and typically increases in value. A
family can use its savings to send its children to college, which gives that gener-
ation a head start in life over their less-fortunate peers. Students who graduate
with no student Joan debts, because their parents could pay for college, begin with
an enormous advantage over those with large student loan depts. Middle~class
people typically buy homes in neighborhoods where property values are rising.
Lower-middle-class families, regardless of race, are often able to buy homes at
neighborhoods where property values grow slowly and might even be stagnant.
As a result, their wealth does not increase very much. Poor people, of course, can-
not buy a house at all and as a result continually fall behind in terms of wealth.

The absolute decline in the wealth among the poorest Americans has dra-
matic implications for crime and criminal justice. As families grow poorer, they
are less able to move to a better neighborhood, thereby exposing their children to
the bad peer influences of high-crime neighborhoods (the concentration of pov-
erty effect). As the National Crime Victimization Survey consistently finds, living
in higher crime neighborhoods means they are more likely to be victims of both
violent and property crimes.'? And being the victim of a crime imposes dollar
costs that the poor are the least able to cope with: medical car, loss of days from
work, a car ot television that needs to be replaced, and so on.

The 2008—2009 recession had a devastating effect on many families. The
more important source of wealth for most Americans is the value of their home.
In the pre-2008 housing boom, many people bought homes that were more
expansive than they normally would have, because they expected the value to
quickly increase. The crash, however, caused housing values to plummet, wiping
out all of their home-related savings. Many people were forced into foreclosure,
leaving them far worse off than ever.

Wealth plays an important role in perpetuating inequality. Savings can cush-
jon a family against temporary hard times, such as loss of a job or an unexpected
medical crisis. The construction worker or plumber who is without work for an
extended period of time because of an economic slowdown may lose his or hes
home, and as a result slide down the economic scale. In the next section, we wil
discuss the impact of inheritance n transferring wealth from one generation tC
the next, and in the process perpetuating inequality.

The gap between whites and African Americans remains wide, despite thi
tremendous changes over the decades as a result of the civil rights movement ans
A series of both liberal and conservative economic policies designed to increas
opportunity. The National Research Council found “persisting disparitie
between black and white Americans” over the course of several decades. Later i
this chapter, we will examine the impact of the civil rights movement and oth
social and political changes on the problem of persistent inequality.
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The “Family Thing”: Emergency Assistance and Inheritance

Families (and sometimes friends) are important sources of support for people
during times of financial emergencies. When the car breaks down or needs new
brakes, or there is a family medical crisis, people turn to those closest to them.
People whose relatives or friends have savings and can help out are better able
to survive a temporary financial crisis, African-American families are actually
more likely to receive financial support from family and friends: 15.9 percent of
all African-American families, compared with 0.4 percent of Hispanic families,
and 6.5 percent of white families. In part, this is because they have fewer per-
sonal resources (savings, for example) than whites, But African-American families
receive the second lowest average amount of family help. Whites receive an aver-
age of $589, compared with $383 for nonimmigrant Hispanics, $278 for African
Americans, and $208 for immigrant Hispanic families."

Inheritance is sometimes called the “family thing,” and it is extremely import-
ant in perpetuating disparities in wealth from one generation to the next. The
media, however, present a very distorted picture of the reality of inheritance in
America. It focuses on the very wealthy, and “rich kids” who inherit fortunes, or
entire businesses, or trust funds. The reality for most Americans is very different,

In.a powertul analysis of the gap between whites and African Americans,
Thomas Shapiro argues that “inheritance is a frightful conveyor and transmitter
of inequality” In a series of family interviews, he found that 25 percent of white
families enjoyed an inheritance from parents or other family members, compared
with only 5 percent of African-American families. And that is only part of the
story. One study found that among those inheriting anypthing, whites averaged
$144,652, whereas African-American families averaged only $41,985.' The Fed-
eral Reserve, meanwhile, estimates that the average white American family inher-
its only $20,000 from their parents, whereas the average African-American family
inherits a mere $2,000.

Inheritances provide many advantages. An inheritance can help tide over a
young person who is still trying to find a job and career. It helps to buy a house.
Shapiro argues that alimost half of all whites (46 percent) made the down payment
on their houses with help from family or other sources in addition to their own
savings. Only 12 percent of African Americans enjoyed that extra help.'® A house
in a middle-class neighborhood is more likely to increase in value than one in an
economically marginal neighborhood-—thereby increasing a family’s wealth over
time. Some inheritance can help with college expenses, either for the child or
later for that person’s children.

The Growing Gap between the Very Rich
and the Rest of Americans

The gap between the very richest Americans and most Americans in terms of both
annual income and total wealth has been growing dramatically over the past few
decades. Many commentators today talk and write about a crisis of inequality, particu-
larly with regard to the gap between the richest 1 percent and the rest of Americans.
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TABLE 3.1 Wealth Inequality in the United
States, 2014

Percentage of the Population Percentage of All Wealth
Top 1% 43%
To 2-4% 29%
Remaining 85% 28%

SOURCE: Nicholas Kristoff, “An Idiots Guide to Inequality,” New York Times, July 22, 2014,

The most dramatic change in inequality in the past few decades is that the
very rich own an increasing share of all wealth. It is now estimated that the rich-
est 1 percent of Americans own half of all the wealth in the country, while the
bottom 50 percent of Americans control only 1 percent of all wealth. By 2016,
the United States is the least equal of all industrialized countries. The middle
class control only 19.6 percent of all wealth, compared with 39.9 percent for
middle-class Germans and 49 percent for middle~class Japanese.'”

The problem with the gap between the richest 1 percent and the rest of
Americans is not necessarily that the 1 percent has too much, but that ordinary
Americans do not have enough to get by, be able to handle financial emergen-
cies, educate their children as well as they might, and be able to move up in the

world.

Unemployment

The unemployment rate is another standard measure of economic well-being. The
rate fluctuates month-to-month and year-to~year with the health of the national
economy. Whatever the national rate, for decades there has been a racial and cth-
nic gap in unemployment. In January 2016, the official national unemployment
rate was 4.9 percent. For whites the rate was 4.3 percent, compared with 3.7
percent for Asian Americans, 5.9 percent for Hispanics, and 8.8 percent for Afri-
can Americans. Historically, going back into the 1950s, the African-American
unemployment rate has consistently about twice the white’s unemployment rate,
during times of prosperity and times of recession.'®

The unemployment situation for African-American teenagers (16—19 years
old) is particularly acute. For both boys and girls, the unemployment rate in Jan-
uary 2016 was 25.2 percent, compared with 14.4 percent for whites and 18 per-
cent for Hispanics.'

The high unemployment rates for all racial and ethnic groups is a matter of
great concern, as criminologists consistently find that unemployment correlates
with involvement in delinquent behavior, gang activity, and participation in more
serious crime, and the likelihood of adult criminal careers. Involvement in crime
peaks during the teenage years. Arrests peaked at age 18 for both burglary and
robbery in 2014.2" Providing meaningful employment opportunities in those
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years would have a direct impact on overall crime rates. The concentration of
‘high rates of teenage unemployment in low-income neighborhoods, morcover,
creates a critical mass of peer influences that help to introduce young people into
criminal activity,

The official data on unemployment do not tell the whole story, however.
The ofticial unemployment rate counts only those people who are actively secking
cimployment. This problem is similar to the official FBI UCR data on the crime
rate, which only counts crimes that are reported to police. The official unem-
ployment rate does not count three important groups: (1) disconraged workers who
have given up and are not looking for work: (2) pari-tinme enployees who want
(and probably need) full-time jobs but cannot find them; and (3) workers in the
“underground economy,” who are paid in cash to avoid paying taxes and Social
Security withholding. During a recession, when job opportunities are scarce, it is
even more likely that people will not bother to look for work. Many economists
believe that people of color are disproportionately represented among those not
counted by the ofticial unemployment rate,”!

The unemployment sicuation with regard to Native Americans is possibly the
bleakest of any group. A 2013 report found 15 Native American tribes where the
anemployment rate was over 80 percent. The Rosebud Sioux Tribe, with a total
population of 26,237 tribal members, had 14,428 members available for work,
with 11,909 unemployed, for an unemployment rate of 83 percent.?

Later in this chapter, we discuss the major theories of crime as they relate to
race and cthnicity. For virtually every theory, the teenage unemployment rate is
particularly relevant in terms of the likelihood of participation in crime. The peak
years of criminal activity for Index erimes occur when people are between the
ages of 14+ and 24. Arrests peak atage 18 for violent crimes and at age 16 for prop-
erty crimes. The persistently higher rates of unemployment for African-American
and Hispanic teenagers help explain their higher rates of criminal activity com-
pared with those of whites.

Forall people, one important consequence of unemployment is that losing
your job can aftect your health, Being laid off from your job imposes new stress:
the shock of being laid off, the loss of self-esteem and social status, and the worry
about finding another job. Families need to spend down their savings and as a
result be less able to cope with the next experience of unemployment. The sud-
den decline in income may cause the family to relocate to a less-expensive neigh-
borhood, disrupting family and social relations. If the family has to relocate to a
poor, high-crime neighborhood, the children will be exposed to crime-involved

o 28
peers,

TABLE 3.2 Unemployment Rate, by Race
and Ethnicity, July 2016

4.3% 8.4% 5.4% 3.8%

White African American Hispanic Asian
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B o x 3.1 TheLow-Income Trap: Payday Loans

some low-income people facing an unexpected financial squeeze turn to so-called
payday loans. Every year, about 12 million Americans take out these loans, where
they borrow against an expected paycheck. They do it to pay for the cost of car
repair, an unexpected medical expense, of to pay the rent or phone bill, and so on.
The fees for payday loans {which can be considered interest rates) are exorbitant
and often trap the borrowers into continuing loans as they borrow to pay off the
previous loan. A Pew Research Center study found that the average payday loan
borrower takes out eight loans of $375 per year, with an average fee of $55 each.
Thus, borrowers are paying almost $500 in fees for loans totaling $3000. In some
states, where state regulations on fending are weak, the fees average $100on a
$375 loan.?
Middte-income people with savings for emergency, or with family members
who can help out, do not have to turn to payday loans, and consequently do not
either pay the very high fees or run the risk of a cycle of loans. Social and economic
factors explain the likelihood of taking this option. The odds of turning to payday
loans are 57 percent higher for renters than homeowners, 103 percent higher for
people who are separated or divorced compared with people who are married, and
105 percent higher for African Americans compared with whites or Hispanics.
in short, payday loans provide quick relief for low-income people when a finan-
cial emergency arises. But they involve high wfees” that are in effect interest rates
that serve to trap them into still more difficult economic situations.

Poverty Status

The economic status of racial and ethnic groups is also measured by the per-
centage of families in poverty. The federal government first developed an official
designed to reflect the minimum amount

definition of poverty in 1964 that was

of income needed for an adequate standard of living. In 2014 the official poverty
threshold was $24,230 for a family of four. That year, 14.8 percent of all Amer-
icans (46.6 million people) were below the poverty line, up from 12.5 percent

in 2004. A strong racial and ethnic gap exists here as with other economic indi-
cators. Among non-Hispanic whites, 10.1 percent were below the poverty line,
compared with 12 percent of Asian-American, 23.6 percent of Hispanics, and

26.2 percent of African Americans.”

insurance Coverage

vell-being is insurance coverage. The 2010 Afford-

able Care Act (generally referred to as Obamacare) significantly expanded health
care coverage, In 2014, 33 million Americans (10.4 percent of the population)
had no health insurance. That represented a significant decline from 41 million
uninsured (13.3 percent of the population) in 2013. Significant racial and ethnic
ns in health insurance coverage cemained in 2014, however, While 9.7

variatio
percent of non-Hispanic whites were uninsured, 19.9 percent of African-Ameri-

. . 5
cans and 24.4 percent of Hispanics were uninsured.?

Another important measure of v



