talism
e eral Climate Of the ‘War 0[]
put the 867" tunity to advance y ",
pin Lade™ " rives an OPPTr, 1 oeic was gh i
and US conservat “idle East. The logic was thjg Th D
Mi sm was f?li Muslim Sta:ete“
defence against liberal democracies. .gglme Chapy
become ProsPe o d, in Iraq would provide a Modg| wﬁ-a‘
ec o]y terme e’m ulate and everyone would Jjy, " 4
. aiohhours WOU int. the West’s accesg )
eve

d). T
would be guaralf}:i‘;ec)l States and Britain, with toke

, In 2022;1(‘11;31 of other nations, invaded Iraq apg chy
rom a

: tely, the result was a rapid degeper,
the regl}rlne- Iffni%?u;ilegc’e had followed fewer faultrﬁ::on
oy lc‘iv bit’called civil war. The Americans were treated, p,
2s lierators, but a5 oppressors. Former supporterg t
Saddam regime started guerrilla war against the occupyp
forces and attacked Kurds and Shi‘ites. S}roups such g5 4]
Qaeda joined in. It was hoped that the Shi‘ites would welcop,
the US intervention: after all, it offered an historical opp,
tunity to restore the balance after the Saddam regime |y
privileged Saddam’s fellow Sunnis and members of his
Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani attempted to persuade t
many Shi‘ite parties and factions to form a common front fu
elections and to resist the temptation of retaliation again
Sunni violence, but, when order was not restored and ti
perpetual violence produced some thousand dead eveq
month, he gradually lost influence to more radical voices, sud
as that of the young cleric Moqtada al-Sadr. Al-Sadr cons
from a powerful clerical dynasty; his father, the Grand A
ollah Muhammad al-Sadr, was murdered in 1999 by %"
presumed to be acting fo; Saddam. Al-Sadr wanted to Cfeatf
don of gy rf)ulzkc; al'-Sistani tbol.< the more modera;z peoftls
course wouyld frea;t as lmlil y allqw ing democracy tt}(:e Jslan®
culture of the ot polity which would reflect

Jority of its people,

i
its Zéz)asq 1:1 Oej manage to create a stable democracy ‘”'thoc
and clericsor €1, Shiites will be the largest religfousencc.
If Iraq breaiuch as a!-Sadr will enjoy considerable mﬂliith ¢
case, Iran wilslu » Shifites will haye their own state: I y
also ShOrtly a derably expanded its powef-]though

effective nuclear weapon-
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overnment  of Pres1clllent. Ahmadme,ad (Who gq a
“. 2| student leader at the time of the
ica
radic

, : €volution) face
derable economic difficulties, h thirt
ide

; : ieth anniversary
conslle Iranian Revolution will see the ayatollahg firmly i
of th

comman er, it is worth remembering the Spiritual 4

Howei’ ti’on- The ayatollahs largely won the politi
the RevO uolitical success seems to have had the
but their Ic)i impact on personal piety, Individua]
the desire d to measure and attendance a¢ Frida
always har ite the status for a Muslim that church attendance
pot have qéilristian, but nonetheless Mosque attendance s 5
has for a ure and it shows a significant decline since the
useful meas of the Revolution (Kazemipur and Rezaej 2003).
fevered dzys ith Indonesia and Pakistan, where claimed weekly
Compared Wi dance was over 50 per cent in 2003, Iran’s 28
mosque a.lttle - of Muslim populations studied in the World
per cent is low; ol Albanis's participation rate is lower
Values Suere};OO 6). The imposition of a theocra.cy seems to
l(uTezcuéne;r:t;ed cons.iderable resentnllent o :iV}tl:thl:vI;ocv:eZ::g
ave g s B ivate lives an ;
Sesf(;ctlﬁeypuritans in private (Elliot 2006).

genda of
cal battle,
pposite of
beliefs are
Y prayers does

Lebanon

' olution had a
The other country in which the IranlaflLiZ‘ilon, was u§ed
major impact was Lebanon. The temzl sely defined region
during Ottoman rule to refer to a vlv%ost inhabitants were
centred on the Mount Lebanon rang‘ii r population of Druze,
aronite Christians; there was a smﬁ eG ri Jter Lebanese State
dherents o an offshoot of Islam. Tfte the First World War,
Va5 created by the Allied powers a de rr a League of Nanonj
ad was administered by France unde _seated religious ?ln j
Mandate, [ recognition of the dﬁef government t.hat a _ge
i differences, the French ereate ¢ offices and civil sefv.lon
Cated parliamentary seats, goviar;?gn groups iﬁ- p;fe%oitl:eir
4ppo in po ; in
PPOICT;EHQ?;:S \t)((/)hte};e tr}?ea vall-)ious factions subor
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h to drive ©
destablhze

ut the French, they Tepeateg
constitution for the fie

differences long enoug
(it was the uneyv
d it €Nnesg of

that model of allocatio
independent state. What

omic development. :
* I the 19505 1 banon prospered o ﬁ‘;i 2?; lglﬁfi;?d com.
mercial centre of the Arab wo;ld. The 2 vf ALlkcapirs :n elit
amassed great fortunes but .in,S‘,St‘?d onhat el havexraetcll(.)“
and blocked social reform I oS redominantly My 1}8-
tributed some of that wed th to T P tate, most Leb -
poor. In the absence of a strong w.elfar}el v e anese

. ed to identify far more with their ethnic group and
continue he national society. I

i iti with t

their traditional leaders than 4 : :
ronite pres

1958 civil war broke out when the Ma president,

Camille Chamoun, rigged parliamentary elfCt;%ns aII\l]d Wo’n
himself an unconstitutiona d term of office. INassers

Egypt backed the left-wing an Arab nationalist rebels. US
military forces intervened in the war and the Druze army
chief, General Fouad Chehab, was installed as president,
Chehab ‘strengthened the educational system, built roads, and

lopment, giving priority to manufac-
turing over services. Most importantly he tried to build a
sense of Lebanese national identity that transcended sectarian
Joyalties’ (Paul 1993: 530). In that he failed. Although the
economy boomed in the 1960s, there was little growth in
national consciousness.
b thilee Sf;copd lcollfapse of the state of Lebanon was triggered
EZcpelled frrma of the Palestine Liberation Organization.
i Beiviit angg’xloﬁiian,'the PLO established its headquarter®
close to the Isrglmb il gue'rnua bases in southern Lebanon;
in Lebanon, the PL(())rder' With 300,000 Palestinian refuge
by conservative Leban Was a powerfu] force, deeply resente
' ese who saw it as a threat to Lebanof’s

PUppet arp, £
Y of sout
ficered by Lek. hern Lebanon and set UP,a

TN A~N - X
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an profect nor;henil: Isracl. In 1982 Israel again i
areathis time pushed as Iar as Beirut, where, with h llnvadcd
3I1d foﬂites’ tl‘ley ‘attempted to destroy the PLO Clp fIOm
e ofugee camps in the southern suburbs, Fo, twopresence
pth¢’ mbarded the camps and inflicted magg; months,
[5ra€ o5, The United States brokered a ceasefi ve civilian

o} . efire that
cas? d leaders withdraw. . saw the
hters an". For a time US forces were

o orting a largely Maronite :
gt ";;uggme sort of authority on %ﬁzeﬁﬁfjft l?)1s it tried
0 a0 SUPPOLL the opposition groups forced the Unjt ué, with
S)rvith draw. Gradually Syria extended its reach ande. States
ﬂl;ce- In 1989, after fourteen years of civil war, mas Sfélzgsec}
F ans, car bombings and hostage taking, the United States
ad S2ud A i mangged Fo arrange a settlement which
ctained the principle of a sectarian division of state power
but shifted the balance so that Muslims were given half the
qeats in the parliament and the powers of the Muslim prime
minister Were increased to balance those of the Christian
president. Although central government was slow to regain
‘ontrol and the sectarian warlords remained a powerful
obstacle to the creation of a stable state, the ceasefires have
held for a decade. |

The Lebanese crisis offered the Iranian fundamentalists a
perfect export market for their revolutionary Islam. Here was
a large population of Muslims who believed that they were
oppressed by Christians. The country was periodically invaded
by Jews from the south. The Western powers, directed by the
Great Satan, frequently interfered in its affairs.
Le}I)n 1 21, Shi‘ite Muslims were about 19 per cent of
of aonon s population and their part in the sectarian division
1955:? was COrre.Spondingly small. But between 1956 gnd

riginaﬁy grew rapidly to form 30 per cent of the population.
o the y concentrated in the Beka‘a region of Lebanon, 0n¢
“Umbe[; :oreSt parts of the country, and later moving 1% l.a‘l.rge

eneﬁtedt(l) the slums of Beirut’s southern suburbs, the S'}lu ites

ke oyt €ast from Lebanon’s prosperity. When C“i-l{ wa)r
Under the 1ln 1975, Shi‘ites formed a militia, Amal (Hope),
% ¢ eaqerShip of professional middle-class people suc
teformig, erican-trained lawyer Nabbi Berri. Afnal k“},fiz
Place jp t’hand When the Syrians imposed peace Berr! took

¢ cabinet, But, inspired by the Iranian Revolution;
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¢ shifites rejected Amal’s reformism apg Tetrg
, yalley, where, reinforced by a large Continat"d
ka‘a valley rds, they took over 5 Lep

nsformed it into @ well-armeg ¢
army barracktshinga;afor Hezbollah — the Party of Al(]):}tlre“'
This became h manifesto declared that the mgy,-
The Hezbolla le wise and just comm,.
cabides by the orders of the $0°€ E Minang
: d by the supreme jurisconsult who meets the Teceg;,
preslfi:;ilct::;tions and who is presently incarnate m.the Imap, 0l
q;‘;e the Great Ayatollah Ruhollah gl-Musam al-KhOmeinP
%K:an’ler 1993: 545). Its aim was not just to conquer Lebay,,
but to create an all-encompassing ISI?.I‘IIIC state. The urge,
of this mission derived from the imminence of the end tip,
Kramer quotes one of Hezbollah’s leading clerics as saying
“The divine state of justice realized on part of this earth
not be confined within its geographic borders and is the day,
tll:at will leafldI tlo the appea;lani:n czlf tl}lle I;(/Iahdi, vlvlho will cregte
the state of Islam on earth.’ the key to that, accordi
to the manifesto, is the destruction of the United States: ‘W§
are proceeding to'wa.rd a battle with vice at its very roots and
the first root of vice is America’ (Kramer 1993: 545),
- What made Hezbollah remarkable was the commitment o
its follpwers and the willingness of religious leaders to legit:
g:l?ctied;tsinacésdof terrlf’rl.l Young men and women commitfed
1983, sixty-g ifli t[?eolle large I}(l}ﬁlber.s of pepple. In spring
attack on the US emb:};ssy‘;‘;frl;:eirlllte;l o2 suicide i bogﬂ:
the same year, 241 mari bl _attacks in Octobe
> nes and fifty-eight French paw

Ve a car loaded with dynamite int®
southern Lebanon; twelve soldie?
wounded. Two months later, b
invited to Iran, where they We
: Omeini. A maj in Tehre?
. . or street 1n 1€

$ heroine of Islam ] “

nk~and-ﬁl : §
£ 50Cia] deppiv. .o e Partisans of God see®
the marker o, o o CePrivation gpq social chaos put them "

. lanatio . if
world of theeLfelizfllz of stake in t}r: of, and solution to, the”

se Shi € world, even in the sm
Pite commypiro 4. g fagd
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o attractive. Shi¢; .
i qialist ideology tl}g: Shi ISm, with js ve ;
mi®.  nd Hussayn, gave pride of place {0 the 1, Neratjop

A Al s was open fo anyone. The gy .
a equlrement Was
ad not begp, born

it ,?tno one was excluded because they b
Pl::(t));he fig};lt fanll;}i,c.:al leaders d

W rezbollah’s € Were doub]

ezlg points out, they were drawn from, , Y excluded, pq

\
Kr331‘ Like their el.ders.t-hey' had gone to st 3 thyt;ll:rtiowl age
ban™ ' of the shrine cities in Iraq, but they had ber., 01087

es '
C[‘l’l[lﬁi 1970s without completing their educatiog €en expelled
|

: Wh
curned £ Lebanon without ff)rmal credentials theye;;otl?sg
emselVES <P urned by the Shi'ite religious leadership; ‘they

hecame 3 disgrgntlgd mass, uncertain of their allegiance
When Iran’s emissaries arrived in the Beka‘a valley in 1987
nd issued the clarion call to make a revolution, these young
lerics rushed to pledge tbelr loyalty to Khomein; and assume
positions of leadership in Hezbollah’ (Kramer 1993: 453)
The home town of Sayyid Mohammed Hussayn Fadlallah.
one of the most respected Hezbollah leaders, was close to the’
border with Israel and was frequently overrun. He moved to
2 Shi‘ite slum in east Beirut, but lost his first pulpit to
Maronite-Palestinian fighting in 1976 and moved as a refugee
to the southern suburbs. There he built a new mosque with
no help from the Shi‘ite establishment.

During the 1990s Hezbollah built a strong base of popular
support in southern Lebanon. Like the Taliban in Afghanistan
and the Somali Union of Islamic Courts that drove the
warlords out of Mogadishu in 2006, Hezbollah won over
many people by its ability to provide the most basic function
ofa state where the nominal state had failed. It provided law
ind order, Like the Muslim Brothers in Egypt it provided

®lc social services where none existed. And in contrast to
Amal, it was honest, In 2006, now led by Sheikh Hassa;ln
ozsrallah, it much enhanced its stapding by ﬁghtl%% 3 Hé?:lllfet;
.t o ar with Israel, during which it fired some 4, ’il UN
'a1get towns and cities in northern Israel. When the

Organ; : - ords
Uganized 5 ceasefire The Economist magazine put the w

: ah
. Brallah wins the war’ on its front coVer. HeZbOll

Mmed; ; . -2 come from
fo cdiately ser g fighters (and its increased inco

h
g 407085 to. rebuilding the villages flattened b7 VU
Atmy and ajy force, and started to campaigh 0
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Lebanon that would reflect its new -
- Te ’

n the Revolution

Constraints ©
. Republic n Iran, the ViCtory .
Hamas over the s ah movement, the Popularity q
Hezbollah in Lebanon, ftﬁ Otfvgf trgi&lflel;:?) ;2 hso%;hem
i ¢ruction of the ; e
Afghanistan, the destru ity of 3 Shi‘a breakawa;,)r{g

b
ade Center and the possib! .
T to signlf}’ great fundamentalist SUccegg

southern Irag may see€m .
and they are considerable achievements, but that succe

should not be exaggerated.
displays a number of weaknesse

Islamic fundamentalism s @ nut _
(some of which we shall see again 1n discussing Protestant

fundamentalism in the next chapter) and faces a number of
major obstacles that constrain the movement. First, there is
the perennial problem for zealots of balancing their core wish
for religious purity with the alliances and accommodations
needed for political success in this world. To gain power, the
zealots must often compromise their religious principles,
which both alienates some potential supporters and causes
considerable tensions within the activist core. To augmentis
strength against the Karzai regime (and its Western support
ers) }3 Afghanistan, the Taliban in 2006 paid warlords 10
f:gl? € fﬁghters' — militarily sensible, but hardly expanding the
SesC (;)n dthc:,) falth.ful. y exp
nc
pressed b;' conseilr::igl?:r Zré fufldamentalists find themsel
tives to compromise their prin.s and foreign policy impe
client Hezbollah s r principles. Iran and its Leban®
upport Syria, even th
n though that country ha;
0

a history of vj
. viol :
: olently Suppressing Islamist movements an

treating jts S :
s Shia minority harshly (Dekmejian 199S: 108-12}

all Musl; : :
extre uslim states for failiOquOI?’ Iranian radicals denoun®
me standardg Bus ; ng to live up t 'S
announced - But in Jate 1984111]0 Kle fundamentalis i
e Ayatollah Khome?

, that |
with ] ran sh
States except ould estab]jgh ‘diplomatic relatio®

Africa (Hall;
Ilid the Unj
lday 1986. 104~5;l_lted States, Israel and 50!
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4. there remains considerap tensjop b
Tl'“'ro s of the actmle colge and thege ol Ctween the
i f e Mo o 13 sy,
ossh cligon formed the bagis o i YR cong
.,\'lt ]r publiC S'upport on account gf 1ts cultural ou)t,i It drey,
\"‘d.e_economlc programme and jtg itmen , 0K and
sci0 appeal to national sentimen (Bari 1995, 14t0 Issueg
Ss has been the I.'CSl.llt of being better a; ' €n
succfar functions than their secular yiy, 5 there i .
elcupotential for resentment and frustratioy, Ma
g pott i '
destinians who shifted from Fata, to

; . Hamgg in
Jectons 10 the parhament’ of the Palestinjap AUthority did s
ineapPredation of Hamas’s greater anti-Israelj p,

ilit

onesty and not because of a desire 1 live in a:nlcs}l'aarlnnii
Sta?}.,ese two points combine to remj
free of the burden of office. With po
The sacred purpose of the moveme
irs activist core, bgt the mass of sup
success in delivering the mundan
pomised. Bin Laden can posture
but President Ahmadinejad and
their performance in office.

Fourth, fundamentalism is weakened by the internal divi-
sions of Islam. Muslims are not al! Fhe same. Leaving aside
competing social or national idex}tltles (of which morc;) in a
moment), Muslims are divided into, for want of a c?ttie;z
word, sects and those sects do not always agree. Kh:cri?;aé:lly
treatise, ‘Islamic Government’, draws hpavﬂy 0§1 S}:l g

fite sources of authority, which alienates sfcl:ts oy
¥en there is nothing of substance to separate s o e
ecific issue, the fact that they are separate (_)1n v:ar o Trn i
100gh to prevent concerted action. The c1\}'11 with as much
0 Sunnis and Shi‘ites slaughter each ot _efa Ny
Mhusiasm g ejther has attacked the Aéner;l  Lists exagger

ting dogmatic and doctrinaire, fun aglm damentalist feW
oo all differences. Or rather, for the list movements a:f
Herences are small. Hence f‘%nda}mzntsiare the same t€
dengs fissile, .Terro'rist cirgtiglzjst;(:f constraints 0
Ysten .~ Perating withou

m

) jolence,
and being ysed to deploying fatal v

ny Of the
the 200¢

nd us that zealots are o
WET Comes responsibility,
Nt may trump 4| else for
porters will judge it by its
e and materig] benefits it
on behalf of the Caliphate
Hamas have to answer for

terror 15t§
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ast suspicion of.a Col]‘fague
rel are quickly seep X
f the Revolution becomes thiz

the sma ’ hCrO (o)
and last years 2= i
treasor, o Fundamentalism ar}d Ferrorlslm t?gether Create
car’s traitor: FVLE ot sacrificial levels of commitme,

1994 Munzer Hassan Rammg] ,
Hezbollah in southern Lebanon, was repor,
[ranian intelligence for ‘maintainin,
s of which Iran disapproved, Iy
mentalist was murdered, appar.

involved in pe
tly by colleagues unhappy that he was 1nvo peace
::lkz Wz’th the ggovernment. Wright’s detailed account (2006)

of Islamic Jihad in Egypt and Al-Qaeda offers many examples

of bitter rivalries and internal factionalism.

Natural tendencies t0 factionalism are amplified by national
and ethnic rivalries. In principle, all the major world religions
(with the exception of Judaism) are universalistic. Emdamen-
talisms are especially universalizing, in that they wish to reas-

sert the primacy of religious considerations above all others,
including those of ethnic and national boundaries. One of the
failures the fundamentalist wishes to repair is the neglect of
missionary work. Another is the insult to God of the true faith
having to take second place to such mundane considerations
as tolerating diversity. The true faith must supersede all else,
including national or ethnic divisions. As Khomeini put it, ‘As
far as Islam is concerned there is no question of Kurds, Turks,
Fars, Baluchi, Arab or Lor or Turcomen. Islam embraces
everyone and the Islamic Republic observes the rights of all
giglt.lfst ' unde;r Islar,nic justice . . . Everybody shall enjoy the
e poptiiom =t Kook oo o o
less than others. In practic S,Kor examp le - cn) OYCC_1 it a lot

HIOES 0 do vt ctice Khomeini’s universalism ha
: o with consolidating Iran th ‘ating the

nation-state to the interests of - subordma:cmg t
firmly snubbed when the § of universal Islam, which was
drawn up: the president constitution for the Islamic state W
In addition to the d must be Iran-born of Iranian parents:

is vul € diversion of nationalj '

nerable to ethnic diyig; onalism, fundamentalis®
tons. The first concerted Muslim™

Opposition to t \
gf Afghanis;n}:ewifi%}ﬁal? rcfgblme came from the Islamic Society

nivers;j 5l 1
versity. In exile in Pakistan !

leading figure in
edly assassinated by
contact with Islamic group

1999 a leading Algerian fund

.



e movement split alopn, ethnic |;
]afe 191?;’1:;121 Tallk’ the Oth.er by a Pa.shtun'hnes. One
e o4 WS A1 tendency of extremlsn_l to ffssxon, amplifieg |,
SUJThe natuefs of identity such as Nationality 5y ethnicity l};
o 40 by external manipulation, Iy i mid-1990, ;"
otcoura e‘l s in Pakistan were divided 10O some 17 armeg
enfgh il exlk‘i’stan used the offer of ﬁnanC}al aid to simplify yhe
ArouPS' Pa . Under the pretence of trying ¢ consolidate ¢,
sosix gFoupﬁ;rthefa Saudi Arabia created a sevepy, (Wright
[ position 02). Iran backed its favouriteg.
25061 99-10 worth noting the resilience
Fina“Y It 15 many of the nations that em
fis true t}}atthe Ottoman Empire and the
cllapse © imperialism, were somewha
areat ffomn on maps — but the powe
- lnes dri;Nis such that remarkably few
natlon-sltla sed, and when they have it h
ﬁe Sﬁitipthat’ transcend nationalities

maller, more coherent, states.

of the Nation-state,
erged, first from the
n from the Western
t arbitrary Creationg
r of the idea of the
of those confectiong
as not been to merge
but to fragment into

Conclusion

hthe words of one of the best studieS‘ of the Iran.lanelgi‘cle(‘)ln
tn, fundamentalism is a reaction to .t.he dramatic druce .
nthe chances of the traditionalis.t milieu to 1.'ep1'0in Austrialic
Uturally under conditions of rapid ur banlzathf’? o which we
ion and secularization’ (Riesebrodt 1993: o) dds its own
tight add that external military intervention 2 needs to be
fo‘Yefflll anxieties. For success the environment

d there
ftil; thepe needs to be a popular religious Culfugei“ﬁlelformer
Meds tastrong external, immediate §t1mudu}ierzegovina-
lISanecessarY Cond’ition. Consider Bosnia ?nYugoslaVia, e
610:1}11'13 Yars that followed the break-up o0

n

te
dily accep
West, rea 1
ﬁnaHCials’ "tused weapons by the

n
: rabla a

Saudl A . aS a
, a e . e from is) W
iy "d military agsistanc ly Saudis) W28 ©

o 1 ost u
efy| 0. VOlunteer force of ]1ha§113 ngghtmg strengt ).
Ul i tion ¢q the Bosnian Mushm's Kohlmann . i

¢ gy Ul Y 10 Islamicize the Bosnians lly acceptes
s an the warriors were grateth
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serting the Shari‘a or imposing ;
¢

primary agenda of as
i was rejected. s :
Calaxpnl;azsen in réhglously tradltlgnal settings, respongj,

the immediate external st |
movement’s appeal that 1t seem.s‘.unable to transcend i, e
southern Lebanese and the Shi‘ites support radlc.a] Ioany,

hese serve a fairly conventiong] e

secular need to defend or promote the
defined by their religion but who are 5

who are in part denne ) B0 sional 1
defined by tribal, ethnic, regional and national ties. Thog,
local interests severely hinder the development of any sen

of international fellowship. The universal mission is effectiy,
all number of activists; a few thousang

at the level of a sm )
young men (many of them unusually rootless and alienateq)
nd American suburbs for the jihad

are recruited from English a '

in Afghanistan, Bosnia or Iraq. It 1s accepted at the level of

rhetoric; expelling the crusaders from the sphere of Islam and
ate are added to the language which

destroying the Zionist st

justifies the many local wars of Islamic fundamentalism. A

leaflet issued by Islamic Jihad during the Palestinian intifada

in 1988 said, ‘What is now taking place in the Holy Land i
e Palestinian people alone. It is battle

not just a battle for th
for the future of the entire Umma [all Muslims]. It is a battle
against the foreign arrogance and colonial hegemony over the

world’ (Milton-Edwards 1996: 201). But national liberation
struggles in the 1960s against imperialism failed to coalesce
into an effective international movement, and what we can
easily miss if we use the inflated language of a ‘clash of civi
lizations’ (Huntington 1996) is that the wars that create operr
ings for fundamentalism remain largely local. In trying ©
make sense of their desperate circumstances the residents of
Sadr city in Baghdad may be temporarily drawn to 2 funda-
mentalist analysis, but this is largely because they se¢ the
fundgmentalist response as the most effective riposte. What
they immediately want is peace, stability and order. In Decef
R(Iir %006”the Union of Islamic Courts in Somalia called O
enrii :Zoll;};i‘rdls t(Zilom them in their drive to take over
invasion Thayt ?Zr;h'to PrOteet ic against a possible Ethiop™
Courts t.o attract slc?rlillea claicf rimartly Cl}ristian vy allonteC
oher Huntinzeon colledrt ?r{lal Islamic support — an ©

e ‘kin syndrome’ - but for
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.rity of Somalis who support the Courts their ambitions
- d no further than their borders.
extelﬁ reatest constraint on fundamentalism is the unnatural
T egr of fanaticism. As the Chinese Maoists discovered,
chara®’” ¢ revolution is impossible. It is a commonly observed
ermali'efn ) revivalist religious groups and in radical political
fack D - ; ¢ radicalism wanes and revolutionary fervour
ortcs L atitutionalized (Bruce 1996: 78-80). Religion takfen
becomreizgﬁy s too rich a diet for most people for long. Life
t00 S€

re children to be raised, crops to be
has tO gqlzn.bzh;;ilged out of the ground and sold, goods
tended; O %0 d traded, and fish to be caught. Even

ufactured and trade
tzatl)gt;n gﬁ)w weary of living life at the edge.
Z



