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When the victimization rates are disaggregated by crime type, Native Amer-
icans have higher victimization rates in almost all categories. Their robbery and
assault victimization rates are twice that of whites and African Americans. However,
the rape victimization rate for Native Americans is higher than for whites but lower
than for African Americans. Additionally, in contrast to the general intraracial vic-
timization patterns of white and African-American crime, Native Americans report
that 6 of 10 violent victimizations were committed by someone they perceived to be
white.

In an effort to get more contextual data on American Indian victimization, the
Bureau of Justice Statistics awarded three grants to tribes to study victimization:
Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation, Southern Ute Indian Tribe,
and Zuni Pueblo Indian Tribe. Respondents on the Umatilla Indian Reservation
revealed that nearly two-thirds of respondents had been the victim of a violent
crime in the last 12 months. Females are overrepresented as victims in these reports,
at roughly two-thirds of respondents reporting violent victimization. The Southern
Ute Indian Tribe survey results revealed that roughly twenty percent of respondents
experienced a violent victimization in the last 12 months, with the majority of vic-
timizations being reported by female respondents. The survey of Zuni Pueblo Indian
Reservation revealed that roughly 30 percent of respondents reported violent victim-
izations in the last 12 months. Again with this tribe, the majority of violent victimiza-
tions were reported by female respondents.

A notable portion of violent victimizations against American Indian women are
domestic violence victimizations. Ronette Bachman and colleagues’ recent report on
“Violence Against American Indian and Alaska Native Women” reveals that sexual
assault victimizations are more likely to be reported by “a friend, family member,
or another official” than the victim herself. Additionally, victims reported being
aware of a subsequent arrest in only 6 percent of sexual assault cascs. This review of
victimization data also revealed that “lifetime prevalence rates for physical assaults
are also higher for American Indian and Alaska Native women compared to other
women ... [they] are more likely to be assaulted by known offenders comparced to
strangers.”

What is the impact of having such little information on victimization events of
Native Americans? What should be the prevention response to such victimization?
What should be the crime control response to such victimization? Bachman et al.
argue that:

The unique position of American Indian and Alaska Native tribes as both sover-
eign and dependent creates problematic jurisdictional barriers that sometinies
prohibit an effective criminal justice response to American Indian and Alaska
Native victims of violence. Several federal laws have limited tribal governiment's
power to prosecute offenders including the Major Crimes Act (1885), which
mandated that virtually all violent crimes committed on tribal lands were to be
prosecuted by the federal government. Although tribes have the power to con-
currently prosecute cases of violence, the Indian Civil Rights Act (1968) mandates
that tribal courts are not permitted to punish offenders with more than $5,000 in
fines, one year in jail or both. Importantly, tribal sovereignty in punishing offend-
ers does not apply to non-American Indian and Alaska Natives (Oliphant v. Suqua-
mish Indian Tribe, 435 U.S. {1978]).%®
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B.ox - 2.3 Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians, Pacific Islanders,
and Violent Crime ‘

Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians, and Pacific Islanders make up less than 4 percent
of the population, but they account for 3 percent of property crime victimization

in the United States and only 2 percent of nonfatal violent crimes. To estimate their
victimization rates, the BJS pooled several years of NCVS (2002-2006) data. These
rates indicate that Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians, and Pacific Islanders have a
substantially lower victimaization rate than non-Asian Americans.

Average Annual Violent Victimization Rate by Race/Hispanic Origin and
Type of Crime, 2002-2006

Rate per 1,000 persons aged 12 or older

Asian/Native Hawaiiian/Pacific Islander 10.6
White 224
African American 29.1
Hispanic 241
Native American/Alaska Native 56.41

Rates for individual violent victimizations indicate that only for robbery are
Asian/NH/PI victimization rates essentially the same as the 11oxt lowost group
(whites), %6

Additional unique patterns emerge from these NCVS analyses with pooled
years of data. For example, compared to the non-Asian racial groups, Asian/NH/PI
have a higher percentage of stranger assaults for both males (59 percent compared
to 77 percent) and females (34 percent compared to 51 percent). similarly, the per-
sistent pattern of intraracial crime events does not hold trie for Asian American vic-
timizations. When Asian American respondents were asked 160 report the perceived
race of the offender, less than 30 percent of offenders wer: identilicd as Asiah
Americans, whereas 35 percent were identified as white aii 26 prercent as African
American.??

Recall that the NCVS data presented earlier on violent victimization combined
Asian/Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander with Native American/alask.1 Native into a

group called “other.” What questions emerge when lookin at viciimization cata
from this viewpoint of pooled data, which allows for the diseaggrecation of Asian,
Native Hawaiian, Pacific Islander from Native American/Alast 1 Maiive? Given the
relatively low victimization rates of one group compared te e high victimisation
rates of the contrasting constituent group, what victimizatic: patine, remain: hidden
from view? What mistakes are policy makers vulnerable to if looking at the aggregate

information compared to the disaggregate information?
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FOCUS ON AN ISSUE

Intersectionality: Violent Victimization and Women of Color

Research on the characteristics of victims
of violent crime generally focuses on the
race of the victim, the ethnicity of the
victim, or the sex of the victim, There are
relatively few studies that examine the
interrelationships among race, cthnic-

ity, sex, and violent victimization or chat
attempt to determine if the risk factors
for violent victimization are different for
white women and women of color,

Two studies of nonlethal violent vic-
timization addressed these issues, Janet L.
Lauvritsen and Norman A, White used duta
from the NCVS to identify the risk of
violence tor African American, whire, 1

Hispanic females Beoaus rhiev
ested in the potential relagionship beroeen
neighborhood characteristios and risk tor
violence, they classitied violent incidents
according to whether they occurred
within respondents” neighborhoods (i.¢.,
within one mile of their homes), They also
differentiated violence benween incidents
involving strangers and those involving
nonsrr;\ngws."‘\'

Lauritsen and White found that the
overall risk of nonlethal violence was
lowest for white females and highese for
African American females, with Hispanic
females in the middle. They also found
that (1) women, regardiess of races/cthnic-
ity, faced a lower risk of violence in their
own neighborhoods; (2) African-Amer-
ican women faced a substantially higher
risk of violence at the hands of non-
strangers than either white or Hispanic
women; and (3) both African-American
and Hispanic women faced higher risks of
violence ar the hands of strangers than did
white women. These racial/cthnic ditfer-
ence’, which persisted when the authors
controlled for other characteristics of the

respondent that might be associated with

risk of victimization, diminished or dis-
appeared when they included a measure
of neighhorhood disadvantage in their
models. When neighborhood disadvan-
tage was taken into consideration, they
found that Flispanic females, but not
African-American females, had a higher
risk of nonstranger violence than white
females imnd that neither Hispanic (emales
nor black females faced a higher risk of
stranger violence than white females, Far-
ther analysis revealed that African-Amer-
ican whire, and Hispanic women who

ltved in disdvantaged neighborhoods had

Bgher visl for seranger and nonstranger
vialenee tom African-American, white,
and Hispanic women who lived in more
sdvantaed communities. According to

the authors this means that the reduce-
tion of vielence is unlikely to require
group-specific solutions but will require
ateention to both community and indi-
vidual facrors that foster satery and harm
reduction™

Lavra Dugan and Robert Apel
took a sonewhat differenc approa: i ro
studving violent victimization of women
ot color. They combined cicht years of

NCVS daeacwhich generated enotesh

cases to explare risk factors for whive,
Africin Avierican, Hispanic, Asian - Macific
Islander. et Nagive American femades,

In predicoinge violent victimization, (he

authors contolled for the respondencs
ages home covironment (cvpe of -
dence, nurital status, numiber of ¢lidren
vounger than age 12, and whether he

respondent went out every nighty: nd
things such as the respondent’s inecme,
education.and job situation. Theyv found

that Native Amertean women (e the
greatest riko of vielent victinizae o, fol-
lowed by Blick women, Flispanic - wnen,




white women, and Asian/Pacific Islander
women. The rate for Native American
women, in fact, was almost twice the rate
for black women.,®

The authors of this study discovered
that the factors that predicted violent
victimization were not the sanie for cach
group of women, Although being married
was a protective factor for all women and
going out every night and moving often
were risk factors across the board. the
other factors had more variable effects,
Living in an urban area, for example,
increased the risk of violent victimization
only for African-American and Native
American women, and living in public
housing was a risk factor only for Hispanic
wonien, Living alone with at least one
child, having a job, and working while in
college all had particularly strong effects
on victimization of Asian/Pacific Islander
woman,

The authors also found inreresting
ractal/eehnic differences in the character-
istics of the violent victimization incidengs
that women experienced. White wonien

(W]
ey
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someone using a weapon but were ¢
most likely to be victimized by « spos
African-American women, however, v
the gronp most likely to be victintized b
a boyfriend or at home; they also wer:
the most likely to be victimized with o
weapon and to be seriously injured. Ava
Pacific Bslander women were the nost
likely 1o be vietims of impersonal crimes
(c.g. robhery), to be victimized by strang
erscand o be vietimized by more than one
offender, Afvican-American women swere
the most likely to call the police to report
the victimization: Asian women were the
least likelv ro do so, Hispanic females werr:
the Tease Tikely to be vicdmized in che
homeand Mative American females were
the most likely to be vietimized by some-

one oy

susing drues or aleohol at che

time of the incident.
The vesults of these ewo studies
stuggest that explanations for the violenc

victimizaion of women are compli-

cated ae b rhat it is Tnaive to assume thae
all wornen e uniforndly put at risk or
protecied veoardless of their culrural

were the least likely to be victimized by Dackeroo, |0t
financial gain from property crine is higher (the “arban crime premium™). The
deterrence value of population density is alsa suecocied dnthe fack of certaingy
with identification of offenders and subsequent peoenial for arest

Prevalence of Crime Viciii i ation

'

The NCVS provides evidence of visk for crimin |
rates in addition to victimization rates, The BT

victimizarion by prevalence
sorends that “prevalence rates

also deseribe the level of victimization but are Lo on (he mimber of unigue

persons (or houscholds) in the population whio o o ienced an loast one VICTITN -

tzation during a specific time period.”™ Exainin o oan of the NCVS data reverhs

that 8% of all households experienced one or o Property victimizatio.,

while 1.1% of persons aged 12 and older in o United States expericnoed

violent crime in 2014 Violent erime dara reveat o three thmes more wlios

were victimized by violent crime in 2004 thar 5 her Afic Averican. or
Hispanics. However, the prevalence rates show o o comnplere et o -
nic picture. While whites and Hispantes Love st viodboan
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FOCUS ON AN ISSUE
School-based Victimizations

Pequero and colleagues ask an important
question: “Does race and ethnicity moder-
ate the relationship between opportunity
and school-based victimization?” (2015,
p. 328).% They use opportunity theory to
develop research questions to be tested
with a national sample racially and ethni-
cally diverse sample of 10th graders who
have completed a self-report survey. These
researchers look at both violent and vic-
timization to identity which opportunity
(being a suitable target and exposure).™

They find that race and ethnicity are
related to vielent and property victimiza-
tions at school. Overall, African Americans,
Hispanics/(Latinos), and Asians have lower
odds of school-based victimization than
white scudents. Further, for all students
combined, sclf-reported school-based
misbehavior increases the likelihood of
violent victimization, and participation
in academic extra-curricular activity is
associated with an increase in the odds of
victimization, Whereas participation in
athletic extra-curricular activities is not a
significant risk factor in the likelihood of
victimization.

Peguero and colleagues start with the
premise that “key aspects of opportunity
(i.e.. being a suitable target and exposure)
vary among racial and ¢thnic groups”

{p. 328). The tollowing patterns emerge
trom their analysis;

s Student self-reported misbehavior in
«whool is a stronger predictor of violent

1ceimization for white students than stu-

of color.

s Scedent participation in academic
wrricular activitdes (EX) is associated

1

cant increase in the odds of

mization for African-Ameri-

RTINS T
can Hepamcoand Asian students compared

toowohite seadent,

specifically violent

m  Student participation in athletic
extra-curricular activity (EX) results in
lower odds ol violent victimization for
African-American and white students, but
higher odds of violent victimization for

IHispanic and Asian youth,

The rescarchers Took to the work of
Elijah Anderson (Code ol the Strects, 1999)
to help understand why certain school
behaviors increase vietimization risk by race
and ethnicity and otler behaviors do not. s
it possible that reflecting an inmage of success
in academic endeavors is perceived difler-
ently by peers chan snccess inan athletic
setting? Morcover, o ero and colleagues
also findings that the vore racially and eth-
nic diverse a schooi ™ copuluion, the Tower

the odds of violent < oimiradion. Fow do

you account for thiv Gnding?
Scott Menard seres thae analysis
of cohort dath on - vondens to the

National Youth Sur=“indicated thar vio-

lent victhmization g adolescence had
@ pervasive eltiect oo rrobleor oncomes
in adulthood wnd i cased the chunees of
being a perpetraton victim ol violence
m adulthood. fn o on, victhimization,
Simization, showed
asignificant inpac o terms of Goancial

loss, physical injure ool shore-rorm suso-

ciations with othe: Dlem hefrviors and
outcomes, The con mtion ol e e
tors, direct corts o cindarion (financtal
loss and physi-al i “vothe hich e of
violent adolewent Smdzation . and the
all-encompasing ool adoiowont vio-
lent victimizaiion clultheod cueosts
the need Tor e cons tooeduee ado-
lescent victinizati CRon ]
SOUIRCE: Peqpero, Lo Popp,
and Dixic [ Ko w1 Faol-
Based Advlesee: o\ v Cle e Delin-

guency, GH3) pr G20
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rates (L.190), African Americans have a prevalence rate of .47, A look at thess
data over time reveals a decrease in the prevalence of victimization for all racisl
and ethnic groups.

Lifetime Likelihood of Victiinization

Although annual victimization races are important indicators of the likelihood o

victimization, they “do not convey the full impact of erime as it alfects people.”™
To gauge the impact of crime, we must consider ot just the odds of being «
timized within the next few weeks or months burt the possibility of being robb

[

raped, assaulted, or burglarized at some time in our lifetime, Although the od
of being victimized during any given 12-month 1+riod are low, the odds of e
being victimized over a lifecime may be high.

The BJS used annual victimization rates for 1 [0-ycar period to caleuls
lifetime victimization rates. These rates, whicl e presented in Tible 2.3, ind:
cate that about five out of six people will be viciims of a violent crime at lex:

once during their lives and that nearly everyone vill be the victim of a persons!
theft at least once. When the intersectionalicy with gender is available, we tnes
gender and race differences. Notably, there is o higher lifecime likelihood o1
rape victimization for African-American females chan thae for white female
Whereas only 16 out of 10,000 wonten are rape victims annually for exampi-
the lifetime likelihood of being raped is much - reater: nearly 1 out of ever
[2 females (and | out of every 9 black females) vill be the victm of a rape -
some time during her life.”’

For the individual crimes ol violence, the fifctime lilelilinod of beins
assaulted is nearly identical for African Americans 0 whites; about three of ever.

four people, regardless of race, will be assaulted -+ some dme during their I
]
not available by race). There are, however, large rie ol differences fon robbery, wiis

The likelthood of assault for white women, howe 1, is lower (his informatiosn

African Americans alimost twice as likely as white: o be robbe ],

TABLE 2.3 Lifetime likelihwod of Viciii - iion by 10 and
Gender (when nvailable)a
African American u 2
Total Male Femalce Total »‘ : Female
Violent Crimes 87 92 81 81 RN 71
Rape 11 8
Robbery* 51 (22) 27 (22}
Assault* 73 (62) 71 (62
Personal Theft 99 99 98 9 o g9
spercentage of persons who will experience one or 1riore victimizations s: 7; a2 years .

*Gender-specific numbers with no race-specific designation.

SOURCE: Bureau of Justice Statistics, U.S. Department of Justice, Lifetimie - " olihood of Victi: 1 - iWesm oy
U.S. Government Printing Office, 1987).
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Overall, for serious (nonmurder) violent crimes (including rape), the like-
lihood of victimization is much higher for African Americans than for whites.
When gender is available, we find that generally women have lower violent vic-
timization rates over their lifetime than men (rape not included). Gender differ-
ences are present when race and gender are available; African-American females
have a higher likelihood of victimization over their lifctime than white females
over their lifetime (81% compared to 71%).

There is no difference in the African American and white rates for personal
theft over a lifetime; however, the BJS report indicates that o higher percentage of
whites than African Americans will be victimized three or more times over their
lifetimes. Similarly, a higher percentage of white females will be victimized by
personal theft three or more times than African-Americ.n females.

Homicide Victimization

The largest and most striking racial differences in victimization are for the crime
of homicide. In fact, all of the data on homicide point to the same conclusion:
African Americans, and particularly African Amcerican rales, lace a ni h greater
risk of death by homicide than do whites, Lifetime likeliiood of honic: le vietim-
ization was last calculated by the BJS in 1997 (for people aved 30), which revealed
that victimization odds for white men were 1 out of 283 and for white wonen
were | out of 794, The odds of homicide victimization for African-American

males were | out of 35 and for African American women were [ our o 17178
Although the NCVS does not produce estimate. of homiciile - ictimiza-
tion rates, there are a number of other sources of i A parti.| sicture is
available from the Supplemental Homicide Reporte “TIR), 2001 ubmitted
by law enforcement agencies to the U.S. Federal Bureas of Investivoion (FBI)

as part of the Uniform Crime Reports (UCR) Provram.® This i ormation
is collected when available for single victim=single otlender honicides and
offers a breakdown by race and ethnicity of the viciins.” These Cata reveul

that a disproportionate number of homicide victine oo Afvican S ricans. In
2014, of the nearly 12,000 homicide victins, Africa Americans onsticuted
no more than 15 percent of the population but cor - ioed 516 1w oent of all
homicide victims. Whites are underrepresented in e vicide figun compared
to the population, comprising 45.7 percent of homir i victims.. o, Pacific
Islander, and Native America/Alaska Natives mal - v the s ost group
of homicide victims at less than 5% of homicides « nbined. frisicity was
reported for roughly three quarters of homicides i 11 widh i identificd
as Hispanic,

The SHR data reveal that homicide is a inore signis oot visk Lroies tor African
Americans than for whites. Although the minority po;ion, Al - vmericans
are largest group of homicide victims a year for ninc ¢ She ten s between
2002 and 2011, Whereas homicide rates have decrease o rphoann - all groups
since the early 1990s, the homicide rate in 200 E indic. b Ao Limerici:s
were 6.3 times more likely to be murdered than whi (170 pes 0 0000 pop-

ulation compared to 2.8 per 100,000 popu]u(ion).("1 0 omieide rees o all other
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FOCUS ON AN ISSUE
Victim Assistance: Should Race Matter?
Although most observers agree that the American women, they assert e “some
American criminal justice system should American Indian and Alaska Mlsive come-
treat suspects and offenders in a colorblind munities are developing culturally seusitive
fashion, how should we treat vietims? interventions for violenve agiinst Aneri
Gregg Barak, Jeanne M, Flavin, and Paul can Indiain and Alaska Native vwomen both
S. Leighton® argue that vietin asistance within and vueside of the criminal justice
should take the race, ethnicity, gender, and systent. Thewe family or comuminity forums
even class of the victim into consideration. emphasize restorative and reparative
They state," Victin counseling needs to be approaches ¢ jusrice. Qne example of this
sensitive to cultural values through which is the Navajo Pescemaking sywom, Other
the victimization experience is interpreted, culturally sensitive victim SUp ot services
Rehabilitation and intervention programs are being created across the conntry, in
likewise need to build on cultural values both urban setrines as well as oo rargl
for maximum effectiveness.™ For example,  eribal fands )
avictim of domestic violence may need Should the criminal justic. SYstem
ditferent services depending on their sociull be entirely «olor Blind, coen i FOSPONSE
realities:a Hispanic woman with childrer. to victims? < i ey justice ae Iy
no employment history, and a linired require the < ~iciito be color onscions
working knowledge of English will require i some sit o ? Do vou suoort the
different services than a white woman with victim adves et position thar - jetim
children, a professional emploviment history,  services shon L fa racially, ethicallveandd
and a command of English. culearally sersirive in their viesization
In Bachman and colleagues” explora- responses?

tion of domestic violence among Native

racial groups declined during this tine as well and L oo homie dde i mizarion
rate lower than whites at 1.8 per 100,000 population

[ a recent multiyear BJS analysis of honvicid e it vas 1o aled oo
homicide victimizations by guns decreased by half 1o 1992 10 200 The
cumstances of homicides that are seen often vary by s SN e e pare
homicide by firearm decreased for white males over 1 riod. e rs ot e
cide by guns remained stable for Afiican Americans. | 1 ale o] fer e

When exploring the homicide by type of vl Wipy el e
weapon, interesting racial differences appear.®Who e
homicide is nonstranger for cither race. a lavger pee oo Twl kb
tims are murdered by family. Iomicide reports also i gl
the killing have racial variation. African American. Frep
cide victimizations involving drugs-related, sex-relir Lo §
Whites are the majority victims in cvery caregory Pdi N
Workplace killings reflect no racial pattern distiner L

figures. Although whites and Afvican Americans 11« {
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n of un homicides, whites constitute nearly 61 percent ot the victims n

and nearly 80 percent of poison cases,

What about the intersectionality of race and geniler in homicide victimiza-
ton rares?” The rate for African-American males is consistently seven times the
rate for white males and more than 20 times the rate for white females, When
examining the homicide rate for African-American females, it is lower than
African-American males but consistently three to fonr times the rate for white
females, approximating the homicide rate of white mules,

What happens when age is added to race and gender? \While homicide
victimization rates change over time, young black males (ages 14-24) consis-
tently have the highest homicide victimization rates, Teen victimization rates
(ages 14=17) are highest for young, African-American males conpared to young,
white males (31.4 vs 4.5 per 100,000 population). The contrast intensities with
the homicide rates of African-American males ages [8-2+4 compared to white
males (91.1 vs 38.4 homicides per 100,000 populatior). What facrors expliin why
victimization rates change across age, race, and gender? See the Focus on an Issue

RSN

related to theoretical explanations for victimization ar| offendina,

Summary: A More Comprehiensive Picture of the Criine Viciim
The victhmization data presented in the preceding woctions oler o more com-
prehensive picture of the complex reality of erime viceim il thae Jound in
common perceptions and media presentations, Oveull, the demouraphic char-
rracteristics you

acteristics of crime victims are scldom the racial fanc gender) «
would expect based on the racial composition of the weneral U popularion. The
data sources used in this section reveal that Non-! Hspanic Alvican Amcericans,
Asian/Pacific Islanders, Native Amcricans, and Hisy nies are clien more likely

than Non-Hispanic whites to be victims of househo! tand pers nal crinies. These
racial and ethnic differences are particularly striking v violent rives, cipecially
robbery. Moreover, African Americans—especially Atvcan-/Ame ccan niales—also

face a much greater risk of death by homicide than ~vhites, Tt hus seeins fair to
conclude that in the United States, the groups at gressest risk o beconiing erime
victims are those that belong to racial and cthnic miority gror s,

For many people, the term erine cvokes an image .4 youny rica Sunerican
or Hispanic male who is armed with a handgun o0 who o e arobbery,
rape. or murder, In the minds of many Americans. rime” - nosanous with
“hlack (or brown) crime. Tt is easy to sec why i averaue mesioan believes
that the wpical offender is African Americoan. The - imes the vecoo the most
ateention—trom the media, pohinicians, and crimn ustic: ; kers——are
“sereet crimes” such as murder, robbery, and rapei ose are poocie b he crimes
for which African Americans and Flispanics are arresied at o pertionately

high rate ises Table 2.4),
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FOCUS ON AN ISSUE

Environmental Racism Claims Brought under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act

As Michael Fischer notes, since “the early
1980s, environniental justice advocates
have been publicizing and protesting
the fact that environmental hazards at
the workplace, in the home, and in the
community are disproportionately visired
upon poor people and people of color”
Environmental racism builds on the foun-
dation of the civil rights movement and
the term was coined by African-American
civil rights activist Benjamin Chavis. This
term is used most commonly to refer to
the enactment or enforcement of any
policy, practice, or regulation that nega-
tively affects the environment of marginal
low-income and/or racially homogeneous
communities at a disproportionare levek
thus, the battle against environmenral
racism includes claims by Native Anier-
icans, African Americans, and Hispanic
Americans. Fischer notes that environ-
mental racism may oceur it “the acrions
of those federally-funded state agencies
create a racially discriminatory distribution
of pollution, then a violation of Title VI
has occurred and a civil rights lavwsnit is
warranted "

Bullard contends that “people of
color in all regions of the country bear
a disproportionate share of the narion’s
environmental problems.” including air
pollution, soil pollution, dumps.and so on,
In 2010, as director of a center dedicared
to grassroots efforts to fight tor environ-
mental justice, he observed that a 2007
study tound race to be the most porent
predictor of where conunercial havardous
waste facilities are located. Environmental
injustice in people of color conmnnities
is as much or more prevalent today than
20 years ago. People of color make 1 the
majority (56%) of the residents livine in

neighborhoods withisn tvo miiles of the

nation’s commercial ©ozosous waste facili-

ties and more than too-thivds (699) of e
residents in neighbe: oo with clustere

e
facilities.
Ave there instare s o cnvironments:
racisi i your come it o region? G
oy

P Resource

icepe/ /e

tor the Environment
Center at Clark U

eirc.cau.edu/) for oo o il on spectd
contuminated sites.

ental racism

RN

Instances of en:
continue. Consider v and fed-
felead in the
o bioan, " The

mie into cir

eral agency reports
drinking water in |
contiminated wati:
wide use 10 2074w Cthe primy
city water source fn e o, Michigs
Lo nanty Afri-
Phe city has

is 2 poor city with .

can=American popi

stragreled with ban! anes that fe
I emergen.

1o the Governor ¢
coisions, O

nnager to make
decision was to ch rY water
cave, This

SOTICC 18 4 money

decision resulted 11 fon of e

pipes throughout ¢ Deequettly

;wii\‘uuing the resi! Crovic lev

o head, Reesearches ol citize:
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irritability, weight Joss, vomiting, and hear-
ing loss. Lead poisoning symptons in aduls these issues are not limited to Flin
; : : heep://Zwwawenytimes.com/2010/1
includes high blood pressure, abdomina! i yhunes.com v

. . . - L . regulatory-gaps-leave-unsate-lead

pain, declines in mental imctioning, pain, R _
o A ot water-nationwide.hunl?_r=0,

numbness or tingling of the extremitics,

headache, memory loss, and miscarriage or

premature bireh in pregnant women.

FOCUS ON AN ISSUE
Human Trafficking

SOUIRCE: Ieeview this ness arti- !

o that

HARTIN

It is difficult to collect data on human Reeauthorization Act of 2000
tratticking, partially due to the under- throuely the UCI, began oo
ground nature of the oftense and partially  offense and arrest data on hees
due to the lack of a consistent definition. ing, Definitions used by the

The U.S. State Department refers to
human erafficking as “an umbrella terng sex Trafficking
used to describe the activides involved Other
when someone obtains or holds a per- 58% —
son in compelled service.” (visit heepe/s ]
wavwistate.gov/j/tip/ for the Office to
Monitor and Combat Trafficking in 1'or-
sons). Modern slavery is a modern taetic

in armed conflicts around the works, /

such as che group ISIS, and it is a “supply o

chain™ for domestic needs in such arcas \
as farm labor and sex services (adules and '\\ White
iminors). Thé NCVRW offers a picture ‘ 2t
of sex trafficking victims and labor teal:

ficking victims by race. Acknowledging

that their data are an underrepresentation

of actual trafficking offences, a picture Lhor Tralioki
does emerge. Note Black, White, Asian,
Other and Hispanic are used here as these
victims could be citizens or noncitizens.
All racial groups are represented amon:
victims, and some racial groups are difli-
cult to assign (see other), Blacks make ap
the largest percentage of sex trafficking
victims (40,4%) and Hispanices make up

the Largest percentage of labor trafficlhing

vicrimy {33.7%).
Ava resule of the William Wil-

burforse Trathcking Vietims Procection
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VICTIMS AND OFFE

Human Trafficking/Commercial collection, reporting a ¢
Sex Acts: inducing a person by dents and clearance of
force, fraud, or cocrcion to partic- arrested offenders were
ipate in commuercial sex acts. or in the age of 18 and pred
which the person induced to per- (nearly 90%). Neardy o
form such act(s) has not attained 18 were Hispanie (32,400
years of age. commercial sex trathel

Human Trafficking/Involuntary Ser-

vitude: the (')ht;]il]]'llg ofa Pk.‘l'\un(ﬁ) SOURCE: 2013 NCVILWY
through recruitment, harboring, Rt/ /wwwvictinsofrin
transportation, or provision, and W2H3/7201 3ncvrw_stats
subjecting such persons by force, forsn=0), Pages 24=25: ey

- . X , Crie | UInired Sraps
fraud. or coercion into involuntary F" me i the L “”“4} bf‘”
. ing. Offender arrese inforn
servitude, peonage, debe bondaue, or ; - .
| ot lud o | race and ethnicioy; addition
slavery (not to inc : YA T . :
avery (not to include commercia Lanks and Tracey Kyclell
sex acts). Suspected Flanim Trattic!

2000, Burean o1 Justice s

In 2014, the FBI had nearly 6,000
agencies participating in erafficking data

In this section. we use a number of criminal jusiice dan
picture of the typical criminal offender. We sumniaize the
sented in official police records, victimization reporis, and
Because each of these data sowrees varies both in teras of
tion captured and the “point of contact”™ ol the suspecr with
system, the picture of the typical offender that each produc
what, We note these discrepancies and summarize the rexales
to reconcile them.

Official Arrest Statistice

Annual data on arrests are produced by the UCR syam wh
istered by the FBI since 1930, Presented here are arrest 1o
Federal Bureau ot Investigation through the Unilone i
Currently, 12,320 agencies, covering an estimated popula
are reporting arrest figures for e | (Crime rate cate ories
Five racial categories are reported: White, African Soericn
Pacitie Islander, and Native American/Native ALl Erln
also reported by a smaller portion of agencies. Thiv cofor:
the booking stage of police processing, Arrest rates <5 non
accurate picture of offending. Muny crimes are nor opons
many ot those reported do not vesult i an wrrest, (o i

15 the source of arrest dara in this section.
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Problems with UCR Data

The information on offenders gleaned from the Uniform Crin
incomplete and potentially misleading because it includes only ol
crimes result in arrest. The UCR data exclude offenders whose

reported to the police and offenders whose erimes do not lead to ar
limitation is that the UCR reports include arrest statistics for five

(white, African American, Asian, Pacific Ishinder, and Native A

Native), but only ethnicity data for Hispanic and non-Hispanic, ans:

agencies. See “Focus on an Issue: A Proposal to Elminate Race +
form Crime Report™ tor further discussion ofthe controversy su
reporting of race in UCR hgures.

A substantial proportion of crimes are not reported to the poli

NCVS reveals that fower than halt ot wll vielent victimizations and +

of all property victimizations are reported to the police, Factors thoe
decision to report a crime include the serioumiess of the crime ans
ship between the victim and the offender: viclent erines are b
property crines to be reported, as are crines commitied by fric

N
rather than stran gCl‘Sj‘

FOCUS ON AN ISSUE
A Proposal to Eliminate Race from the Unifo: i Crime lonort

In 1993, a group of mayors, led by Minne- gt at minorities. W
apolis Mayor Donald Fraser, sent a letter to rescarcher take to move b

the U.S. Attorney General’s oftice asking that  tions of vacial disparity in o

the design of the Uniform Crime Report culonation of cansal exp!
(UCR) be changed to eliminate race from pacteris evident e arrest
the reporting of arrest data, The mayors swere o thor explain vice and
concernted about the misuse of racial data Potnnd onte tavneh
from crime statistics, They charged that the sivc o shronsldewript
current reporting policies “perpetuate racisim A review of foderal o
in American society” and contribute to the ine in 0T revenbothar b
general perception “that there 1s a causal e collection o ve
reladonship between race and eriminality.” Locmanded v i pad
Critics of the proposal argued that race dac I deamn e e o
are essential to battling street erime because \ BT e
thew reveal who the perpetrators are, Con et on e
Using inductive reasoning, the v ded e by oo
wer-representation of minority race Eagenci e repo
w5 arrest data (see Table 2.4) can be b e bur e e
cof ar least two causal inferences: oo iras Cor
racial groups characterized by hat | v
riending rates, or (2) arrest Lo
dara rive of differential arrest pacterns ~ Ceich
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