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FIGURE 2.1

Artifacts are objects that
human beings manufactured.
The eight long stone blades
shown here are part of a clus-
ter of thirty such artifacts,
found in an ancient site in
southern New England (top).
A feature is an archaeological
deposit that reflects a human
activity or series of activities
that occurred at a specific
place. Here (middle) are
shown two “unharvested”
soapstone bowl blanks from
a 3,000-year-old site in
Barkhamsted, Connecticut
(see Figure 1.4, left, for the
tools used to quarry the
soapstone at this site). These
two impressive stone towers
(bottom) are among a series
of such towers constructed by
Native Americans in southeast
Utah, at the Hovenweep site.
(K. L. Feder)
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FIGURE 2.4
Some archaeological sites are
revealed by chance through
the agency of natural pro-
cesses. Here at Skara Brae, at
the Orkney Mountains north
of Scotland, an ancient site a
few thousand years old was ex-
posed by the winds and waves
of a North Atlantic storm.

(K. L. Feder)

Pedestrian Survey: A
systematic walkover of
an area in the search for
archaeological remains.

FIGURE 2.5

Researchers are shown here

at Olduvai Gorge, searching
for remnants of early hominin
occupation of one of the most
important fossil localities on
Earth (see Chapter 3). (© Rick
Ergenbright/CORBIS)
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Association: Term relating
to the spatial relationships
ameng.archaedlogical
artifacts, ecofacts, and
features. Objects found in
proximity to each other are
said to be in association.

Cache: A stash of stuff
placed away for safekeeping
by ancient people.
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a
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the stones. Immediately adja-
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the white arrow, we recovered

 of those used to kill

one of the animals cooked on

the platform. The charcoal left

| behind by the fire has been

| radiocarbon dated to about
years ago (see the dis-

on of dating methods later

chapter). (K. L. Feder)
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Trace Element Analysis:
Determining the
geographic source of
the materials used by an
‘ancient people through the
analysis of small or “trace”
concentrations of elements
‘or chemicals in those raw
materials

Neutron Activation
Analysis: Form of trace
element analysis. When

ancient people
the material from
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Fluorescence: A
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Paleopathology: The
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Thermoluminescence: A
“trapped charge,” radi_a_tion-.f
“damage technique for |
dating archaeological

objects. |

Optically Stimulated
Luminescence: Method

of luminescence dating in
which the time-dependent
energy stored in an
archaeological specimen is
released by the application
of laser light.
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Archaeomagnetism:
Orientation of the earth’s
magnetic field can become
fixed in relatively recent
cultural deposits like the
sediments in a canal or

the clay in bricks lining a
kiln. The date of a site can
be determined where that
orientation points to a
location of magnetic north
already fixed in space and
time along a master curve.



