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The crime of burglary generally
clements: (1) breaking and (2) e
house or other building (4) belonging

the intent to commit a crime (herein. The €0 _ : .
-1-;1111: :t hu:'xj:r\ necessitates that the act be cumunrted When dlSPatChed to a burglary “IN-progress all
L Gt b Y ? wwesstle " * g :
oo Thi Jeted in a num- : or working alone shou [
in the nighttime. This clement has been deleted inan LmlformE‘d offic ! : 424 i’ oL 1d attgmpt ?0; b
dinate his/her arrival time and position with ey oy
ill enable the officers to secure th 1, Acky,

One unit can arrive positioned Sou.ﬂdi“&
des of the building—for example th-e“ an

acts that constjtutel d  ndeast sides—while the other unit can obserye thei\m
breaking within 4 south sides. When a two-officer unit is dispat‘hewde:t
o

in-progress call, the operator of the ool
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Bor of state statutes,
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Burglary and related offenses are classified as crin unit. This W
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against the habitation, dwelling, oF building 'tSL]t'_ |mrned1atel_v.
force need be directed against a person. The breaking . - ich two St
eloment may be satistied through

breaking into, a breaking out of, or o

Generally, the slightest force used to remove Or put astie by rglary-

something material that makes up a part of the building  _picle should drop his or her partner off in 4 posi
0

and is relied on to prevent intrusion, for example, dOOTS o two sides of the building and position the ye;
or windows, constitutes breaking. This element can be to allow observation of the remaining two sides the
catisfied whether accomplished at the hands of the per- working alone, if it is necessary to begin Checkin %
petrator, through the use of some inanimate object like a exterior of the b uilding immediately, the Uﬂifonnedg ffhf
brick, or by the participation of an innocent third party- e .shmll 4 drive around it to determine whether uﬁ.
Similarly, the element of entry is atisfied once the slight= 1 cervable break. If this is not possible th:x:fﬁls
est intrusion has taken place by the fefi,ﬁggt(;;gnman_ cor should check rapidly, but cautiously, on foot. When
ocen ; . . . .

The character of the building at which the breaking Eaf:hg:; 15 ;s:: -i‘;n;‘fdgogfc;;sza:ﬁn et il fahfluldbe
and entering takes place largely determines the type of B A Y Sl e Bilpect S
offense committed. The most serious offense is often hkel)./ fo g at ﬂ}e Light %,ource if fixing at _the office |
breaking and entering of a dwelling house, that is, a place a point of ent_ry is established, under no CJI@mstances
used by another person as a residence. The nature of the should an officer at_tem'pt- to enter, as entering wou
dwelling itself is not determinative but, rather, the man- needlessly expose him or her to extreme danger Mos!
ner in which it is used. Hence, a hotel room can be con- burglars prefer to be unarmed because, in many st
sidered a dwelling house. blj(_—.‘aki_ng and entering while armed is a more seriois

The other major ingredient controlling the nature of the  *€ than an unarmed breaking and entering. o

ever, occasionally burglars are armed and willing to U%

crime is the intent with which the perpetrator unlawfully

breaks and enters the building. The more serious the crime  their weapons to avoid apprehension:
intended to be committed after entry, the more serious
becomes the breaking and entering itself. Thus, breaking-
and-entering which is done with the intent to commit a
felony carries a higher sentence in many states.

imate object, an animal, or an inn

A woman whose home overlooked the back of 2%

ping center saw two people break into @ dress.sh:ﬁ
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APPROACHING THE SCENE ;}L‘:Pugh the rear do‘or. She called 911, who gave Iherem-
as a burglary in progress, subjects on the P

AND INITIAL ACTIONS ises. A motorcycle officer who was returning to the s&
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tion at the end of his shift heard the €2 m
by to pack the

When responding to a burglary-in-progress call, uni- assigned to a patrol unit, and swung g, stl
up because he was close to the scene. The Wor;:t'hap'

formed officers should drive rapidly while avoiding

EXCESLIVE OIS, such as the dramatic but unnecessary use connected to 911, gave a running account 0 . ted

of the siren. The last several blocks to the scene should p-ened, The motorcycle officer arrived first and 'mgin'
his motorcycle lights at the rear door. Instead g, fe

be driven at lower speeds for two reasons, Doing so elim

inates the possibility that the squeali Lo, i p il .
possibility that the squealing fires of the police 2718 his position and waiting for 35557 c o

walked up to the door—fully silhouetted bvhot (e

vshicle will g{ive th‘-_- perpetrators, if still on the scene, the
advantage o crucial r.egonds. of warning. Additionally, lights. As he stood in the doorway, he was 510 of
lower speeds allow opportunity for observation, A vehi- times and collapsed s iy dYing o
cle driving away from the vicinity of the sce the pe Foliapeed: A5 e DIICHT jed his e
ot . he may be Perpetrators stoad over him and eMPUET g wes
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as a possible investigative lead. Under su it c
ch conditions, dused because the officer used @ tactica




dure 3nd because h:e_encountered armed subjects
TG.C 1o shoot it out with the police. Both subjects
w”“ngarrested at the scene. Follow-yp investigation
o that they had a major incentive to use
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r_evce against the police—they were wanted on murder

firargef’ in two other states.
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The fact that no point 't‘f f:htry 1S determined by riding
walking around the building does not mean that a fore.
fblv eatry” has not OCL‘Lll?red. Whenever possible, the roof
ould be cheicked, parhc?.llarly vents and skylights, Even
1 here is an alarm smlpdmg, there may not be a burglary.
\yrms frequently malfunction, particularly during inclem-
it weather. However, officers must never become com-
wacentabout checking premises with a reputation for false
Jarms. 1t a breaking and entering has occurred, additional
ars if available, should be brought into the general area.
surclars often park their vehicles some blocks from the
nulding to be attacked, and the perpetrator may not yet
nave had time to flee the area. “Lovers” parked in the gen-
aal area should not go overlooked by the police. Burglars
aen use couples as lookouts or have their girlfriends
remain in the car while they commit the offense. The per-
netrator may have reached the car but have been unable
o flee the immediate area; the use of a “just parked lovers”
sy may allow him to escape detection.

Ita burglary has been committed and the police depart-
ment has a canine unit, the uniformed officer at the scene
iould request its presence before entering the building.
e alarm servicing company ordinarily sends a repre-
*niative to the scene fairly rapidly to pI‘OVidE officers
"l access to the building, If there is no alarm, then the
""er must be contacted either from information usually
“sted on the door or from other sources. Before begin-
"M the crime seene search, officers must thoroughly
?T‘&_k the building to ensure that the burglar is not hidl'lﬂg
‘ e premises, To achieve the proper degree of Cé_lutlon,
;.:F?_”di“% check should be conducted as though it were

" that the burgjar was still there. _

Z}Et”" 14-2 is 2 burglary investigation checklli_s}:; l;tl 2‘;1;?;
I mc;gctffm between the tasks ass?c:tgted .\:;tthe e
"Piny Nt report and those as§oc1ated with Hative
g Ugation, so that the entire scope of investig

ke
“n be seen at once.
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Make ttion of physical evidence while atteﬂ"_Pﬂ.It\iiljl in
a Ctermination of whether the burglar 15 8§
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the building. Officers should be sensitive to the possible
Presence of physical evidence but not act in a manner
that might jeopardize the most important thin.g——the
officer’s safety. If gross physical force has been used in
gaining entry, the point of attack is easily established
(Figure 14-3). However, one cannot assume that it is also
the point of exit. Often burglars will break into a build-
ing at a particular point and then leave by opening a
door. Where gross physical force is used, the point of
attack is of particular importance because examination
of it may yicld the types of physical evidence discussed
in Chapter 4, “Physical Evidence.” In combination, the
determination of the points of attack and exit will sug-
gest the avenues of approach and flight traveled by the
perpetrator, which also must be explored for the possible
presence of physical evidence. Officers must be particu-
larly attentive for unusual signs that may be of investiga-
tive value. Juvenile burglars commonly commit destructive
acts of vandalism (Figure 14-4). Also, age may be sug-

gested from the choices of what is taken and what is left
behind:

When | started hustling . . . didn’t know much, like what
crap be really worth and how to get hills for it . . . at
first alotta stuff | just leave back. .. just grabbed things
for me . . . like a nice coat or small crap you can just
walk with and sell quick for cash . . . like a gun . . .
main thing for me was getting some bills so | could
high-cat around and get stuff . . . Nike shoes. | couldn’t
walk around with nao stereo or TV . . . had to leave the
big stuff.

The sudden removal of trophies or other prized pos-
sessions by their owner from a business or residence, fol-
lowed by a burglary for the purpose of committing arson,
should raise certain questions in the investigator’s mind.
Further, the weight or dimensions of property taken in a
burglary may suggest, if only roughly, the number of peo-

le involved in the offense. Articles or tools left behind,
combined with other specifics of the crime, may be useful
in the identification of an MO.

Many commertcial establishments keep check imprint-
ers on their premises, A not uncommon occurrence is for
a burglar to gain entry to a commercial building, tear
several checks from the company checkbook, imprint
them, and cash them the next day. Thus, it is of particular
impnrt‘ﬂm‘u to have the proprictor ensure that no checks
have been taken. Normally, when a burglar employs this
practice the checks will be taken from the very rear of the
book or from several different series in order to lessen the
]iku],_ihunl:l of detection.
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Sousce: Authors" experienice, wilh some elements iltlsd from Universal Case Gheckist, Assistance Chief of Pollos (Refred) 81 P,
and Sergeant Karen Eichier, 51, Petershurg, Florisa, Palice Deapartment

“Tiis st soes not distingtish betwagn steps taken Gatiering information for the incident repert and the foflow-up.

Tasks
Detarmine use of premises (8.4, tesldence varsug COMMeycay e
different. point of exit. Was entry forced or unforced? Wha ie Tf‘las'mgqm sty W?I
Who dlscovered the burglary? When? What was hs/she U0 whep n"

touch or mova anything? What? Why? 'Eﬂwerm‘ ‘
fg the viciim Ue complainant Versus a neighbar o BMUlGYeE? Vet '
incleneridant wilnesses? asstsgan@? by
& thera-any sinificant tma gap batwesn: wnen discovered ang Wiy
Whia knows when the (ast fime e premises was SECLrET When?
Was any atarm sat o not zel? Whe Is responsible?

What bhysiﬁaf aviganue 1s thew? Entry took(s) left benind?
wartantedh tidar tepartment pakitins/proceduresy

A thare extariorinteron supvelliance cam‘eras? Working? Why gt Betvg
Heiaw pas! lapas to identify suspect castig the Premises, eng
t there evidance he crima was staged (8.1, possiolg insurance fraudyy

What actions il the suspest(s) take in enfeting, while insida, ang léav‘lng':
Dozs the ifemis) taken suggest more than ane suspact and vehicle (g, 50,, H
Dons the scens suggest some inside knowletge of the prafmises (.., Petven Dy
tight to where {tam stofen was versus the scene being "ossed"y ey
Were any acts of sexual deviancy committed 8.0, masturbated in victiny g
defecated on hed or elsewhere, or cut crotches oul of viesim's nderweary ey,
Does the type of entry and articles stolen suggest [uveniles are involved &g, o
condoms, alonol, Nintendo games, costume fewalry tkan, reay ey E;ﬂﬁ;?“@e.
small articles taken tor which & vehicie Is nof needed to {rangpart)? Was Sthagl OWWJ
kown |uyenile efferiders: in the area absent from eghagl? Wt
Dags ihe method of entry and articles stolen SUQgest unusual skills or Special jong
(8.9, safe suncessfully aitacked using & single method VETSUS Sayarg) diﬁ&renny eﬁﬂg ;
unsticcessiul attacks, guod jewelry faken, costume itemns lefy behingy? Wi
What precautions did the sispect(s) take to-avold detection? Were alarmg ang -
disabled? Does the neighbarhoot chack reve! Passitie lookouls? Were 1eephonas py
walkie-talkies leff bahind? Was phone on premises used? What number(s) was calley
Have residential victims determine i ehecks are missing; have commergia) OWriers
deterinine if checks ara missing froi rear of Business:checkoask, Was EHECKWTItEY taar

en rena(;ad-, an

18 crimg sCerig W°“933inu

Wayy

ey
Wiy

laken, o

does its prasent position siiggest its use whie SUSDECHS) was on the premiseg
View evidence/anter identifiabie stolan items in databage.

Check inteliigence, tiald interview reports, and ather databases. Cheok with orime anlysty

to determine if the MO Is identitiable to an individua). Check with other investigators f gae
if cases they are working ory may be related. Also contact ofher ares agencies for the samg

reason, Read follow-on reports from lab examining evidenie,

Chetk pawnshop records (Figus 14-10).

Visit fiea markets and swap meets, Check newspaper for sale ads, and alsy eday,
Check suspect information .., verity name, aliases used. crifirial history, address,
employment, assaciates), Obtain current phote, prepare photo pack, chack for warrants,
and issue BOLY,

Chieck jait records and Intarview/interrogate suspect in custody.

Schedule polygraph/Compiter Voice Stress Analyzer (CVSA) examinatiors.
Obtain arres? and search warrants as needed, file returns.

Respond to information requests from District/State Attorney,

RECOGNITION OF BURGLARY TOOLS

Most often, when tools used in the commission of a bur-
glary are recovered at the scene, they are not very differ-
ont frum those found 1 many households. A partial list
of burglary tools includes knives, screwdrivers, crowbars,

ok
fire irons, pipe wrenches, chisels, sledgehamm:}z:z .
saws, bolt cutters, axes, and glass cutters. In & dow
smash-and-grab burglary, where the diSPlaY.wm\r qaik
a jewelry store is broken and articles immt?fﬁ"-f ated 8
able are taken, the “tool” may be as unsophistic

y
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! *FIGURE 14-3 Broken front doer

The burglary of this residence was accomplished by prying the
front door open. The burglar first made an unsuccessful attempt
== o remove the deadboyt lock. When this falled, he simply pried
the door open, as evidencad by the marks along the door's right

. ©dge. (Courtesy Chief Rlck Boren and Sgt, Doug Shafer, Calumbus (Georgia)
Police Department)

brick in a paper sack. However, tools left at the scene may
have been subject to certain adaptations to facilitate their
use in a burglary. Serewdrivers or crowbars may be care-
fully sharpened or shaped to increase their effectiveness
In attacking doors and windows; nippers can be trans-
formed into lock pullers if they are honed in a manner
that permits firmer biting ability on exposed lock edges.
Burglars will also apply masking tape in the shape of a
cone to the end of a flashlight so that it emits only a very
thin light beam,

Apprehension of a suspect not in the act of burglary
but in possession of lock picks (Figure 14-5), specially
madified tools (Figure 14-6), or standard tools that can be
used in burglarjes may permit a felony charge of posses-
sion of burglary tools. Some states require that a person
have a prior conviction for burglary in order for this
charge to be placed. Even where this requirement does
not exist, proof of intent to commit burglary is essential
for conviction.

— <FIGURE 14-4

“Tossed” home office

A heavily “tossed" home office. The
chaotic scene suggests amateyr

= burglars and, more particularly,
juvenile perpetrators who became
frustrated looking for things they

f could easily carry away. More
seasoned offenders, for example,
would have methodically searched the
filing cabinet at the left of the picture
from tap ta bottom or bottom to tap,
¥ The open drawer in the middle of the
cabinet suggests a more random
approach. (Courtesy Chief Dwayne Orrick,
Cordele (Georgia) Police Department)




