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Introduction to
Organized Crime

Organized crime—what is 7 How can we distinguish organized cnime
frem groups of criminals who, although they may be organized, do not
fit the phenemenan we are addressing in this book? S0 what is it? What
& organized crime?

It's not temorismy; it's not street gangs—topics we will address later in
this chapter. The "criminality of persons in organized crime differs from
that of commentional criminals because their organization allaws them to
commit crimes of a different variety [labor racketeering, for example]
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CHAPTER 1 'WiLL ENABLE THE
READER TO UNDERSTAND:

# The problem of definng
organized crime.
The characteristics of arga-
nized cime
Salient features of &
bureasucracy
The concepts of franchising
and credentialing
The imponance of pents of
convergence
The features of a crmunsl
namwork
The role of a braker m
criminal endeavors.
Transnational erganized
crimp

and on a larger scale [smuggling planeloads of cocaine, for ple]
than their less arganized colleagues” (Moore 1987: 51), Organization
permits a scope of activities unavailable to conventional criminads, while
providing a vehicle for criminal interaction and coordination on a
regional, national, and intemnational level
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Sanil; and

between organized crime
and terrorism

The connection between
organized crime and
terrceism
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