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Some deaf vVictims of sexual assanh also believe they
SR ety on nterpreters o acenrately represent their
words and CAPericnees, Service agenvies thal do notl have

quatitied il!l(‘rp!l‘t\‘l"- O site often use the vietm's family
Or Iriends to assist M inderviews, which can further inhibit
A seual-assault vieging s candor.,

IMPROVING POLICE RESPONSE

Dreat victine wi were inteeviewed in a stiidy conducted
in -i\'fll‘ll'lc-‘.ll'_ﬁofiﬂ, h-'Tmnanta, soveral vears ag(; had varied
OPINiIons on hoy: helpful police could he after a sexual
assault, .f\lthuugh most said they regarded law enforce-
MeNt as a resource, fow had aL‘(luﬁIN called the police
after they were vieg mized. Many related frustrating expe-
_f'i'-‘nk't‘ﬁ when dealing with the p-:.wlicv department, includ-
mg 97 call-takers who could not operate a TTY machimne
and police officors who mislabeled a deaf persen as
drunk or mentally ill or who misread body language as
aggressive when a deaf person was simply moving closer
to lip-read,

Service providers and deaf community members agreed
that law enforcement must improve its methods for com-
municating with the deaf community, whether they are
victims, witnesses, or suspects. They also suggested that
police officers need training, interpreters, and mare
clearly defined agency policies. For example, in a research
project involving the Minneapolis Police Department it
was found that the department had policies for locating

interpreters, but its officers knew very little about deter-
mining if a person was deaf or how to communicate with
him or her in the field.

Despite these chaﬂenge.s, the Minneapolis Police
Department is considered a model for other jurisdictions
when it comes to serving the deaf community.

ELDER SEXUAL ABUSE

As an increasing percentage of our population SIOWS
older, we are beginning to see an increase in the number
of elder sexual abuse. In some cases, sexual assaults are
being inflicted by intruders who make unauthorized
entry into nursing homes or assisted-living facilities, and
in other cases these abuses are being inflicted by home
providers, nursing-home staff, and in some cases nursing-

. o 17
home residents.”

SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS OF SEXUAL ABUSE

Emotional symptoms of anxiety and depression with
accompanying feelings of fear and confusion are not
uncommon complaints of the elderly. The cause of the
distress may not be known, but the elder is treated foy
the symptoms. Unless a thorough inquiry is made, a
sexual assault, either acute or chronic, may be missed.

Also, because there are often delays H
A0 ! -

slder victims of se s e p
buse, elder victim *ual assay), are |, Pong

nr ”]L‘ a — e 1
le S -ass a: ¥
a complete sexual ault cmmmaﬁon. g Iik;}i

to have

ASSISTED-LIVING FACILITIES

Assisted-ltving facilitigs generally provig, it
of staff, check on Tesld-t‘ni's Over a 24 hy,

meals and cleaning services are (Iiften pm"’ided. 5 ﬂnd'
erally believed that an elder Living in o assistedls%en‘
facility is in a protected environment ang Iy i
tures in place; however, thJs.:s not alwayg the s Qety oy
tunately, sometimes access into the facility i nop - M,
controlled, thereby allowing sexual Predatorg o, "B

to the patients. The following case ilustrateg this ey

A 41-year-old man entered the unsecyreqg daor of
assjsted living facility and raped anp 83-year—old ngan
in trer room. The woman reported she Was aWakenan
to the man being in her room and that he stated, “q,
scream or | am going to kill you.” She further Stateg
that he held her down and assaulted her, taurting o
and ordering her to use profanity. She refused. Afte, e
assault, the man ran into a facility employee ang askeg
her to help him find a friend who he sajq worked at tf
facility. He then put his hand over her mouth and wres.
tled her to the ground, grabbing her checkbook, Ha
escaped, and the employee called 911, The police arriveg
at 2:45 A.m. and found the perpetrator a few blocks
away. When shown videos of himself at the facility, he
admitted he entered the premises to sexually assay
someone. The victim's son reported that his mother's
personality changed after the attack. She moved out of
the facility to be closer to him but became withdrawn
and reclusive, which was exactly the opposite of her
pre-assauit personality characteristics.

NURSING HOMES

Three common nursing-home sexual-abuse victim pro
files include these: (1) physically disabled older residt
(2) cognitively impaired resident; and (3) physicaly
impaired younger resident, The physically disabled Olde:
resident has no cognitive or mental impairment "
requires assistance with mobility. The assistance maj ™
short term, such ag needing rehabilitation following 4
81y, or long term, as for residents with comp hcahon;
from a stroke, The cognitively impaired resident hazn-
Primary diagnosis of Alzheimer’s disease or other dé«'!;.‘1 o
tia, and the Physically impaired younger resident urt
have physica] impairment owing to a chronit nfﬂ}""
muscular disorder, such as multiple sclerosis of 2
trophic lateral scleros;s (ALS, or Lou Gehrig's dise®
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l | adults in Nursing
. . ul1dt‘1""“”"\"“‘mNd and under-reported, Even

A ident is identitied as earlier Suggested, report-
ot J;“hwd and treatment and Postrape services are
" :_‘,\ntn:ill“'l“‘m‘"s Furthermore, prosecution of thege
I raught with problems related to poor-quatity
S because of delays in reporting. Older adults
4 u in nursing homes often require assistance with
“-_“f‘i:t-;\iti“-“’ of daily —li\"ing.such as bathing, dressing,
"‘.ﬂwcdmg because of physical and cognitive impair-
r\ These disabilities make an individual dependent
_.“;[ht"ﬁ‘ and as a result m?gke the older person an easy
qot for @ sexual predator.
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wsident-on-Resident Sexual Abuse

- sue of elder sexual activity is sometimes addressed
- ~olicy manuals of nursing homes with a section on the
.:w:.ml ﬁghl‘s of the elderly. Unfortunately, in some nurs-
rzhomes, nursing home staff are said to ignore the pleas
el by resident females. The cases in this category
=nerally invalve elderly women who have tried to reject
# sexual advances of elderly males who, in most cases,
-wved on many elderly victims. In such cases, there is
= nstory of a developing relationship but rather of a
madatory style.

“ARLY RECOGNITION AND DETECTION

“rly recognition and detection of abuse and reporting of
“=Mmeans knowing the physical and behavioral indica-
™ of sexual abuse in the elderly, being able to ask the
I nuestions of the elder and to report all suspected
fﬁ 10 the proper agency (for example, law enforce-
r Protective services, and/or hospital for forensic
") There are two major barriers that mitigate the
jc.d t? feport elder sexual abuse. The first barrier is the
.:i‘ms *eluctance to report the incident, which may
,,ui Pecause she s tao frightened or emb‘arras_sed. In
’kTuaﬁiiheS’ the offender may be a domestic parmer. ﬁ
’“uatiﬂn;ften noted in domestic violence cases. In t-sl.jllc1l
e ﬂnd’ jth‘e_ eld;:-r may fear being sent f0 2 mﬁiang_
) b, 9sing his or her independence and/ gr s
'“\(Orke ou:(m? the partner. Thus,la plgp need.{,e e
S fing din with the elder that will not ]etopar.;z- o
ws‘}urc-s secy rity. This can be done by identi ylnglder
remain inal’ld social support available to h-elp th? El -
ey ¢ ROme. This may require talking with l1a

Cemem - dlng Charges
& fan j band/ or the prosecutor regar

® Prought against the offending partner:
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The second b

| arrier in reporting elder sexual abuse is
that of disbolie

R f. C'ar.egiv_e-rS, staff, and family may believe

et is fantasizing, in a cognitive disorganized state,
or making up a story. As with all ages of victims, staff
need to take seriously all reports of sexual abuse. It will
be. UP o experts in the area of elder sexual abuse to deter-
mine the credibility of the allegation and up to the pros-
ecutor as to the viability of the case in the criminal justice
system. Even if the prosecutor does not find adequate

evidence to make the case, the elder should be respected
and receive therapy services.

INTERVIEWING ELDER VICTIMS
OF SEXUAL ABUSE

The following therapeutic tasks are important to develop

trust with the elder in order to do an accurate assessment
of the complaint of sexual abuse.

* Tell the senior what to expect. Talk slowly and
clearly. Advise victims they will be going to a
hospital for an examination and for collection of
evidence.
Assess the victim’s sensory abilities. Can the victim
hear and see people? A quiet and well-lighted area
should be used, and the investigator’s/staff per-
son’s face should be well in line of vision of the
elder. If there are sensory problems, learn how the
elder adjusts to the deficit by asking him /her or
the family or caregivers.
Observe the victim’s demeanor. Is the victim quiet,
crying, angry, or in distress? Ask how the victim
is feeling and if he/she has any questions about
what is going to happen. Allow adequate time for
the elder to express his/her emotions.

SIGNS OF PHYSICAL TRAUMA

 Signs of physical trauma include observable objective
evidence of injury such as bruises, abrasions, lac-
erations, and/or bleeding. The elder and accompa-
nying family members need to be told that a
comprehensive physical assessment will be con-
ducted by the forensic examiner observing injury
to the elder’s general body condition, and a sepa-
rate genital examination will be conducted. Evi-
dence of intentional injury is sought by asking the
question as to how the injury occurred. Accidental
injury needs to be ruled out. For example, nursing-
home staff have described genital bleeding as the
result of “rough peri-care” (wh_i?‘h involves clean-
ing of urinary and/or rectal orifices). ms may or
may not be accidental, and such assertions need
medical verification. ‘ -

o Symptoms of physical trauma include an indication
of trauma provided by the elder. For example, the
elder may say she was slapped or held by her
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throat, but no observable illillry Cdnrbl.i.:::t:i_.mwd_
too, :\:Ilmu [d be noted as pa vt of th{ ‘l:;v {b]c e

o Nigns of emotional e Il'l\"ll‘d_L"l_tl‘ ::1 , ‘ﬂushud

Such as crving, focking, Im}\dn‘ sha 2 -I):;‘g o 175
t] \]w.n*.mcb, sipns of perspiration. Elc Lvl‘l, Y
I‘L}x hide their feelings by being very quiet, g
or controlled in their demeanor,

WHY WOMEN DO NOT
REPORT RAPE TO

THE POLICE
e

7 i tant to
Studies have shown that many women are reluc

i he r s most often
report rape to their local police. The reasons mo
2rven inchude:

* Lack of belief in the ability of the police to appre-
hend the suspect. .
Worries about unsympathetic treatment from palice
and discomforting procedures.

* Belief that thev were somehow at fault for the rape.
* Embarrassment about publicity, however limited.
Fear of reprisal by the rapist.®’

Apprehension, as a result of television programs or
TieWspaper reports, of being further victimized by
court proceedings.

Unfortunately, some complaints about the criminal
justice system’s treatment of rape victims are justified. In
many jurisdictions, efforts are being made to correct defi-
ciencies. Many corrections have come about through leg-
islative changes™ In other instances, women’s groups
have worked with local palice departments tgo educate

the public, especially women, aboys the crime of rape and
o Correct muych of the misi
mitted via teley; 16

apes has serioug impli-
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FALSE RAPE ALLEGATMN%

During the past sevelfal et police agencieg haveb

slective in assigning perso‘n‘n.el to rape mvest?
n.‘lure S‘Lrhey are now more sensitive tqg the . gtil_
tions. experienced by victims. HOWQVEr’ althg O
traumﬂa_ority of rape complaints are legitimate, iny, th
;:f:urrsnniust remain alert to the POssibility f false f;;
cOTP lt;l;:pe investigation, officers haye = resPOnsjbi]-
botllt-l to the legitimate victims of rape ang F mén iy
are falsely accused of rape. There are ng hag o
rﬁles' to guide the investigator to the truth

&
LER

; 1t
ind i Bt e,
enced investigators generally fmcli 1't b" C«.’:lre{"gl]y Questipy,
ing all parties involved and scru'nmzmg the circypy,
and physical evidence. Tnvesngators shoulFi o
complete check on the backgroynd of the vu_:tjm and g
suspects. If the victim is a prostitute or PTOMUSCugyg, g
fact should be considered in the search for the fruth, gy
once it is evident that the legal elements for TAPE are pre;
ent, the victim’s character should be disregarded_ The
following case shows the importance of the victim's bac.
ground in rape complaints.

Stanti
Ndugt

An 18-year-
walking pas
men whom
and dragge
She claime
down, eac
her. Whe

old woman reported that she had bean
t a vacant house at night when three young
she knew leaped fram behind some bushes
d her, kicking and screaming, into the house.
d that she resisted. While two men held her
h took turns having sexual intercourse with

n the last one had finished, they fed. She
Went 10 a nearby store and called the police.

The officer assigned to the case had reservations
about the validity of the victim’s complaint for the fol
lowing reasons:
* The Occupant of the h

Said that he hag hear

house was only 20 fe
Open.

Sand examine

Ouse next to the vacant houhS;
d no screams even though :
et away and his windows wé

5.
din the area where the men Sup[:\?as
cdly had teaped from behing the bushes v

: imer int0
shoe 'mpressions in the sandy patch leading!
the hoysge,

The woman'g
Struggle_

The interigr
large Piece g

SR P, of @
clothing showed no indications

a
of the house was examined, aT}(rjin
f cardboard was found on the ﬂobeen
a back rogm,. The woman stated that she hadThere
forced to lie on this while the men raped her‘,neaf
Was 3 Considerap|a amount of dirt on the HO.OI s’
the Cardboarq, but, except for some shoe iMP

. . - et
Sions, thera were ng tracks that would indicat



| oi500 had been dragged through the |
. aPhe cardboard. ' -
cical examin.atlon administered at the ho
icéted the victim had r_ec‘en.tly had sexya|
se, but there wlere n_o INjuries or other trg
cou esult of additional information proyideq by the
aileaeed victim, the ETVESﬁgator assigned to the case
0t to the Suspects known hangout, g nearby candy
ivorE- The candy store owner reported that he knew
f;e victim, and she had voluntarily |eft the candy
\ h the three suspects earlier in the evening,

Ouse and

Spital
inter-
umas.

ind

sore wit

e manager said the girl frequently came into the
andy store to pick up men; he said he had been told
5 0alrons she was a prostitute who took her custom-
Lcioan abandoned house nearby to have sexual inter-
‘-,:\'uTSE. The manager was asked to call the police if any
Jthe men returned. The following day one of the young
~en. who had heard that the police were looking for
wm, voluntarily came to police headquarters, He said
neand two other young men had agreed to pay the girl
s each for her sexual services, to which she agreed.
ey were directed by her to a nearby abandoned
nagse, and each had sexual intercourse with her. When
mey finished, they refused to pay her, and one of the
men stole her brand-new shoes (which she had just
wurchased and was carrying in the original box) to give
i nis girlfriend. The victim was reinterviewed and
zimitted she had lied to the police because she was
gy with the men for cheating her out of the money
“ieyhiad agreed to pay her and because they also had
siolen her new shoes. She was subsequently arrested
ind charged with making a false crime report and plead
Sulty. She was sentenced to 30 days in jail.

- the victim actually been sexually assaulted, her
“Bund would have been irrelevant.

_V‘JTEﬁ‘amnaIJ‘\-, women falsely report that they have
f-::"‘r.ap@d as an attenth,m—getthg device. The following
e ‘“USh’ateg this P()i-_l”‘li'.

A

dln’;:rman whose hushand was a lopg-distance t(;ug

Police o frequeritly away from home repﬂéte her

home :hata house painter, who had responde ‘tzd o

alocal0 a_pp‘V for @ painting job she had a:d\.rertrst -

infq Paper, had raped her. Because of the deta ;
“lon she gave the police, they were able to

aT’re-.. i i

%a::;he Man. A lineup was conducted at Poln:‘e Peera;js
s : - £ nti ain

i »and she dentified the p

e positively ic rged with rapeé

N whg ¢ h
ang Oraped her. He was then cha it
‘hre:mund OVer to the local district court. He Sf:r;l
3Ys in jail before being bonded out. Se
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?haevsplfl;:r. the woman had second thoughts, contacted
cate] trml?tutors, an.d confessed that she had fabri-
. andrape story in order to get her husband to stay
Pay more attention to her. She was subse-
quently charged with and convicted of perjury.

Sh’e Was sentenced to 180 days in jail and two
years’ probation. Further, she was ordered by the court
to apologize to the man in the local newspaper and in
ra_dio advertisements. The man who was arrested lost
his part-time job as a painter and had to employ a
Iawer; his children in school were confronted by other
children who said “Your dad’s a rapist.” His wife was
too embarrassed to g0 to town, and his 18-year-old
daughter quit high school because of the way she was
treated. The accused man was also fired from his pri-
mary job as a driver after being arrested, Even though
he had been cleared of the charges, there was still a
stigma associated with his arrest.®

Some inexperienced investigators are not suspicious of
false allegations because of the victim’s age. This compla-
Cency is an error, as the following case illustrates.

A 65-year-old great-grandmother reported that a
19-year-old neighbor had raped and robbed herin her
home. The woman advised palice she had invited the
young man over for a cup of coffee. After a while, he
told her he wanted to have sexual intercourse with
her. She refused his request, whereupon he slapped
her in the face and told her he would kill her great-
grandson, who was asleep in a nearby bedroom, unless
she had sexual intercourse with him. The woman said
she agreed because of her concern for her great-
grandson's safety. She went into her bedroom, dis-
robed, and had sexual intercourse with the man.
when they were finished, he demanded she give him
some money and again threatened to injure the child
if she failed to comply with his wishes. She gave him
money, and he left.

The police pickup order was broadcast for the man,
The woman was questioned and admitted she had
invited the young man to her home and had suggested
they have sexual intercourse; he had agreed. When
they were finished, he demanded money from her. She
refused. He then slapped her in the face.and he threat-
ened her great-grandsan. The woman said she became
frightened and gave the man her rent money. Because
she now had to explain to her husband why‘the rent
money was gone, she made up theArape complaint. How-
ever, even though the rape complaint was unfounded, a

robbery had occurred.




