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And in another: isle be folk: of foul fashion and shape that hay
above the mouth so-great, that when they sleep in the sun theyic
face with that lip.: =7 - e ot o o o

And in another isle there be little folk; as dwarfs. And they be fw
as the pigmies. And they have no mouth; but instead of their mioith
have a little round hole, and when they shall eat or drink, they talk .
a pipe or a pen or such a thing, and suck it in, for they have no tong:
therefore they speak not, but they make a manner of h'issin;g::é
doth, and they make signs one to another as monks do, by the:wh
of them understandeth other. - TIPS e e

And in another isle be folk that have great ears.and long, that
to their knees. T T R

And in another isle be folk that have horses’ feet. And they Eé: st
mighty, and swift runners; for they take wild beasts with running.:
. And in anhother-isleé be folk that go upon their hands’ and th
beasts. And they be all skinned and feathered, and they will leap
into trees, and from tree to-tree, as‘it were squirrels orapes. - b
- And in another isle be folk that be both man and woman, and th
kind of that one and of that other. And they have but one: pap ot t
side, and on that other none. And they have members of generation
and woman, and they use both when they list, once that one; ah
time that other. And they get children, when they use the member:of
and they bear childrén, when they use the member of woman::

And in another isle be folk that go always upon their knees fa
ously. And at every pace that they go, it secemeth that they would

_In Hispaniola (present-day Haiti and the Dominican Republic), he found what
¢ sesmed to him an earthly paradise, filled with an inexhaustible variety of flowering
-~ and fruit-bearing trees, large tracts of arable land, and honey, along with gentle and
- welcoming natives, who denied him nothing. Hispaniola, he wrote in his record of
" his tirst voyage, “is a marvel.” His later voyages proved less idyllic, due to hostilities
of someé native tribes and increasing opposition from xivals in Spain, who sought to
- ilienate the affections of the Spanish kings from Columbus, whom they portrayed as
an inept administrator, The exact significance of his legacy was questioned in his own
: day and has beén debated ever since. What follows is the letter he wrote to an
" puknown recipient about his first voyage. : : S

- [Letter Concerning the First Voyagel*" "= =

- Gir: As I know that you will have pleasure from the great victory which our
Lord hath given me in my voyage; I write you this, by which you shall know
that in thirty-three days I passed over to the Indies with the fleet which the
iost illustrious King atid Queen, our Lords, gave me; where I found very
many islands peopled with inhabitants beyond number: And; of them all; I
" have taken possession for their Highnesses, with proclamation and the royal
standard displayed; and I was not gainsaid: To the first which I found, I gave
the name Sant Salvador, in commemoration'of His High Majesty, who mar-
vellously hath given all this: the Indians call it Guanaham. The second 1
named the Island of Santa Maria de Concepcion, the third Ferrandina, the
fourth, Fair Island, the fifth La Isla Juana; and so for each one a new name,
When I reached Juana, I followed its coast westwardly, and found it so large
that 1 thought it might be mainland, the province of Cathay: And as T did
not thus find any towns and villages on the sea-coast, save small hamlets
with the people whereof I could not get speech, because they all fled away
forthwith, [ went on further in the same direction, thinking I should not miss
of great cities or towns, And at the end of many leagues; seeing that there
was no change, and that the coast was bearing me northwards, whereunto
my desire was contrary, since the winter was already confronting us, 1 formed
the purpose of making from thence to the South, and as the wind also blew
against me, I determined not to wait for other weather and turned back as
far as a port agreed upon; from which I sent two men’into the country to
learn if there were a king; or any great cities. They traveled for three days,
and found innumerable small villages and a numberless population, but
nought of ruling authority; wherefore they returned. I understood sufficiently
from other Indians whom 1 had already taken, that this land, in its contin-
uousness, was an island; and so I followed its coast eastwardly for a hundred
and seven leagues as far as where it terminated; from which headland I saw
anotherisland to the east, eighteen leagues distant from this; to which I at
once gave the name La Spafiola. And 1 proceeded thither, and followed the
northerri coast, as with La Juana, eastwardly for a hundred and eighity-eight
great leagues in a direct easterly course, as with La Juana. The which, and
all the others, are most fertile to an excessive degree, and this:extremely so.
Tn'it, there are iany havens on the sea-coast, incomparable with any others

they have in every foot eight toes.* :

Many other diverse folk of diverse natures be there in-othér isles ab
of the which it were too long to tell, and therefore 1 pass over short

~ GHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS
..ca. 1450-1506 = -

Of the discovery of America, a'sixtéenthi-century historian (Fiancisco Lope
Gomara) famously declared it was the greatest event since the creation ofth '
other thian the incarnation and death of God, who created it. Although earli
gators and geographers of the Renaissance speculated on the probability. of
the Western Hemisphere, it was Christopher Columbus who transformed th
into established fact. Born in Italy and most likely in Genoa, Columbus b
sailor and, after considerable experience on the Mediterranean and Atlan
he established himself also as a navigator and map-maker. While most thinker
day agreed that the earth was spherical, there was considerable disagreem
the globe’s size and the habitability of its various zones. Columbis used
geographical theories, along with his conviction that he was led by providen
persuade the Spanish king Ferdinand and Queen Isabella to fund his exped

e Indies in 1492 i; Translated by Sir Clements R: Markham.
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that I know in Christendom, and plenty of rivers so good and: gré :
a marvel. The lands thereof are high; and in it are Very many range
and most lofty mountains incomparably beyond the island of T,
most beautiful in a thousand shapes, and all accessible, and fullg i
a_thpu'szind_ kinds, so lofty that they seem to reach the sky. And
that they never Io'Se_ their foliage; as may b"e"imagine'd, since I's
green and ‘as beautiful as they are in Spain during May. And s¢
were in flower, some in fruit,.some in another stage acco'rding"t'd t
And the nightingale was singing, and other birds of 2 thousand so
month of November, there where 1 was going. There are palrr.:-fre-eg'
eight species, wondrous to see for their heautiful variety; but so aré'th
trees, and fruits, and plants therein. There are wonderful pine-grov
very large plains of verdure, and there is honey, and many kinds’s
and many various fruits. In the éarth there are many mines of iietals. ;
there is a population of incalculable mumber. Espafiola.is a. napve
mountains and hills, and plains, and fields, and the. soil, so beau
rich for:planting and sowing, for breeding cattle of all sorts, for.h
towns and villages. There could be no believing, without seeing, such
_ as are here, as well as the many and great rivers, and excellent wate
ol which ‘contain gold. In the trees and fruits and plants, there:
diversities from those of Juana. In this, there are many s'p_ic_erie.s -an
mines. of gold and other. metals. The people of this island, and of:all
others that I have found and seen, or not seen, all go naked, men. ,m
just as their mothers bring them forth; although some women cove
place with the leaf of a plant, or a cotton something‘whi_chithey-'m
that purpase. They have no iron or steel; nor.any weapons; nor. af'e':
thereunto; not because they be not a well-formed people and of fair st
but that they are. most. wondrously timorous. They. have no other we
than the stems of reeds in their seeding state, on the end of which th
little sharpened stakes.. Even these, they dare not use; for many time
happened that I.sent. two or three men ashore to some village to pari'e'
countless numbers. of them sallied forth, but as soon as they saw
approach,.they fled away in such wise that even a.father would not.w;
his son. And this was: not because any hurt had ever heen done
them:—aon the contrary, at every headland where I have gone and bee
to hold speech with them, I gave them of everything which I had,
cloth as many other things, without accepting aught therefore;—b
they are, incurably timid. It is true that since they have become more ass
and are losing that terror, they are artless and generous with what the
to such a degree as no one would believe but him who had seen it,:Q
thing they have, if it be asked for, they never say no, but do rather invi
person to accept it, and-show as much lovingness as though they wouil
their hearts. And whether it be a thing of value, or one of little worth
are straightway content with whatsoever trifle of whatsoever kind. m
given them in return for it. I forbade that anything so worthless as fragr
of broken platters, and pieces of broken glass, and strap buckles, shou
given them; although when they were able.to get such things, they se¢me
to think they had the best jewel in the world, for it was the hap of
to get, in exchange for a strap, gold to the weight of two and a half cas
lanos, and others much more for other things of far less value; while forn
blancas they gave everything they had, even though it were [the worth

two-or three gold castellarios,; or one or two :arrobas of spun:cotton: They
took even pieces-of broken barrel-hoops; and-gave whatever: they had, like
senseless brutes; insomuch that:it seemed to me bad: T forhade it; and F gave
gratuitously a thousand useful things that I carried, in order.that: they may
conceive: affection; and furthermore may become Christians;: for they.are
inclined to:the love and: service of their Highnesses and of all the! Castilian
nation, and they strive to combine.in giving us things which they have: in
abundance, and of which we are in need. And-they knew no sect; noridolatry;
save that they all believe that power and goodness are in'the sky, and they
- believed very firmly that T; with these ships and. crews, came from the sky;
and-in:such opinion, they réceived me at every place where 1 landed;: after
they had lost their térror. And this' comes not because they are-ignorant: on
the contrary, they are men: of .very subtle wit, who navigate all those seas,
and who give a marvelously good accotint of everything, but because they
never. saw men wearing clothes nor'the like of our ships: And:as soon as
- arrived in the Indies, in the first island that I:.found, I took some of them:by
foree;-to the intent: that 'they should learn lour speech] and give me infor:
mation of what there was in those parts::And so it was,. that very soon: they
. understood [us] and we themy what by speech or.what by'signs; and those
.- [Indians] have been: of much service. To this day ['earry them [with me] who
are still-of thée opinion that 1 come from Heaven-{as appears] from much
conversation which they have had with me. And they were the first to pro-
claim it wherever 1 arrived; and the others went running from house to house
and to the neighboring villages;: with loud cries of “Comel come tosee the
people from Heaven!”. Then, as soon:as their minds-were reassured-about us;
‘every one came, men as well as women, so that there remained none behind,
. big or little;: and they-all brought something: te éat and drink; which: they
gave with wondrous lovingness. They have in all the islands very many can-
oas, - after the:manner of ‘rowing-galleys; some larger, some smaller;-and.a
good many'arc larger than.a galley of eighteen benches. They are ndt so wide;
because they are made. of asingle fog of timber, but a galley-could not keep
up with them in rowing; for their motion is:a thing beyond belief. And with
these, theynavigate through all those islands, which are numberless, and ply
their traffic.-1 have seen some of those canoas with seventy and eighty: mén
in them; cach one with his-oar. In all those islands, [ saw not much diversity
in the looks of the people; nor in their manners' and langoage; but they all
understand: each-other; - which s a thing of singular-advantage ‘for what 1
hope their Highnesses will decide upen for converting theim to ourholy faith,
. unto which they are well disposed. | have: already-told how: 1-had. gorie a
hundred and seven leagues; in 4 straight line from West-to East}:along the
sea-coast'of the Island of Juana; acecording to which itinerary, I.can declare
‘that thadt istand is larger than Fngland and-Scotland combined; as, over and
above thosé:hiindred and seven leagues, there rernain for me; on'the western
side; two provinees-whereto I did not go-—one of which:they call Avan; where
the people are born-with: tails—~which:-provinces cannot be less in length
. than fifty ‘or sixty leagues, according:to what may be understood from' the
- Indians: with me; who know all the islands. This. othet; Espafiola, has a
- gréater circumference than the whole of Spain from Cel[ibre in Catal]unya;
by the sea-coast, as far as Fuente Ravia in Biscay; since;:along one of its four
sides,: I went for'a hundred and eighty-eight great: leagues in-a ‘straight line
fromiwest to-east; This-is [a Jand] to be desired;—~and once seen, never td
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em as much gold as they may need, with very little aid which their High-
sses will give mie; spices and cotton at once, as much as their Highnesses
fl- order to be shipped, and as much as they shall order to be shipped of
astic,—which till now has never been found éxcept in Gieece, in the'island
Xio, and the Seignory sells it for what it likes; and aloe-wood as much as
ey shall order to be shipped; and slaves as many as they shall order to be
shipped,—and these shall be from idolators. And'I believe that I have dis-
vered rhubarb and cinnamon, and 1 shall find that the men whom I am
aving there will have discovered a thousand other things of value; as I made
po delay at'any point, so long as the wind gave me an opportunity. of sailing,
xcept only in the town of Navidad till I had left things safely arranged and
11 established. And in truth I should have done much more if the ships
d-served me as well as might reasonably have beén expected: This is
otigh; and [thanks to] Eternal God our Lord who gives to all those who
Ik His way, victory over things which séem impossible; and this was sig-
lly one such, for although men have talked or written of those lands; it
is all by conjecture; without confirmation from eyesight, amounting only
this much that the hearers for the most part listened and judged that there
was. more fable in it than anything actual, however trifling, Since thus our
Redeemer has given to our mést illustrious King and Queen, and to their
aimous kingdoms, this victory in so high a matter, Christendom should have
wjoicing therein and make great festivals; and give solemn thanks to the
Holy Trinity for the great exaltation they shall have by the conversioni of so
many peoples to our holy faith; and next for the temporal benefit which will
bring hither refreshmeént and profit, not only to Spain, but to all Christians.
is briefly, in accordance with the facts. Dated, on the caravel, off the
Canary Islands, the 15 February of the year 1493, '

be relinquishéd—in which (although, indeed, I have taken: poss
them all for their Highnesses, and al} are more richly endowed §

skill and power to say, and T hold them all in the name of theii'..':Hi"
who can dispose thereof as much and as completely as of the kiﬁg
Castile} in this Espafiola, in the place most suitable and bést fcif its
to the gold mines, and for traffic with the mainland both on: thi
with that over there belonging to the Great Can; where there wilj
commerce and profit, I took possession of a large town which.I 5
city of Navidad. And 1 have made fortification there, .
this time will have been completely finished) and T have left: th
enough for such a purpose, with arms and artillery, and proﬁsioﬁ fe
than a year, and a boat, and a [man who is]
others; and great friendship with the king of that land, to such ade
he prided himself on calling and holding me as his brother. And-'év '
his mind might change towards attacking those men, neither:|]
people know what arnis are, and go naked. As { have already said
the most timorous:creatures there are in the world,, so that the:
remain there are zlone sufficient to destroy all that iand, .and thi
without personal danger for them if they know how to behave thers
seems to me that in all those islands, the men are all content withy
wife; and to their chief or king they. give as many as twenty. The'w
appears to me, do more work than the men. Nor have I been a
whether they held personal property, for it seemed to me that wha
had, they all took share of, especially of eatable things. Down to th
I have not found in those islands any monstrous men, as many exp
on the contrary all the people are very comely; nor are they black'
in Guinea, but have flowing hair; and they are not begotten whete:
an excessive violence of the rays of the sun. It is true that the su
very: strong, although it is twenty-six degrees distant from the- g
line. In those islands, where there are lofty mountains, the cold i
keen there, this winter; but they endure it by being accustomed the

by the help of the meats which they eat with many and inordiria
spices. Thus I have not found, nor had any information of monsters ex
of an island which is here the second in the approach to the Indies, w
is inhabited by a people whom, in all the islands, they regard-as ve
cious, who eat human flesh. These have many canoes with which:
through all the islands of India, and plunder and take as much &s'th
They are no more ill-shapen than the others, but have the custori of y
their hair long, Iikg women; and they use bows and arrows of the sa
stems; with a point of wood at the top, for lack of iron which they havi
Among those other tribes who are excessively cowardly, these are feroi
but I hold them as. nothing more than the others, These are they:!
to do with the women of Matinino—which is the first island that is
tered in the passage from Spain to the Indies—in which there aré n
Those women practisé no female usages, but have bows and arrow:
such as above mentioned; and they arm and cover themselves with:p
copper of which they have much. In anofher island, which they'aés’
is larger than Espafiola, the people have no hair, In this there is incals
gold; and concerning these and the rest I bring Indians with me as wi
And in conclusion, to speak-only of what has been done in this voyage;
has been so hastily performed, their Highnesses may see that I sha

o

At your command, . T
THE ADMIRAL,

" HERNAN CORTES
148'5—1547"." AR

The: hieroisin and ‘briitality ‘of conquest are the ‘main themes of the life of Herhdn
rtés. From his early years, he had determined to make his fortune in the New
World and set sail for the West Indies at the age of nineteen. Once there, he attracted
e notice of Governor Diego Velasquez, who gave Cortés 2 military command in his
pissh to conquer Cuba: Velasquez again considered Cortés for the command of an
edition to Yucatdn and, according to one account, Cortés secretly loaded the ships
and debarked before the governor could change his mind about sending so ambitious
ind independent a man on a trading mission. Cortés certainly regarded this expedition

an opportunity to break away from the authority of Velasquez, redefine his mission
om- trade’ to conquesf; and place himsélf directly under the Spanish king. He
ranged for his own election as chief administrative officer, made plans to conguer
nd settle Mexico, and ordered his ships burned so that no early return was possible.
In five letters written to Charles V, Cortés provides accounts of his diplomatic and
military encounters with native tribes together with inventories of the wealth he
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accrued for the Crown, His most memorable records concern his. exi
tions with the Aztecs, which concluded in the desth of their king,
the destruction of their chief city, Tenochtitlin. Other ac.coﬁntégc’y'
Mexico differ in cmphasis, detail, and éé?éciaﬁf{ the distrj.l')uti-o;n.
astonishing success of Cortés’s slender military resources a'gaiﬁs't: the
well-organized Aztec Empire. The soldier Bernal Difaz del Castilli :
emphasizes the role played by the officers in making important’ d
strategic advice givent by their'interpreters, Aguilar and the native 'wij
Malinche by the natives ahd Dofia Marina by the Spanish’ Chisifars
Cortés's-letters to the king place the focts on himself as a wise Iéadis
hero, Yet he: carefully avoids:any hint of bravado or dramatic: fouricl
instead to let his shrewd judgment and personal bravery emerge from:
narrativeiof events, - .o . i ; g T
 Religion, too, plays a powerful and complex role in Cortés’ s effort ¢
military actions and the authority he had already claimed for himself i
emphasizes his efforts to convert the natives to Chﬁétié{nity and. stig
Mdc_te;uma_énd .Cha_rle‘s_zy that the Aztécs met their dbwr:lfalirb'ec:éu'se
to give up their devotion to their local gods. In Cortés’s account, certs
sexual practices (human sacrifice and sodomy) of the Aztecs 'l%"e"c‘o' ¢ Thand
the conquest. Finally, the Aztecs’ belief that the Spanish C‘dhqliéiroré W
tral gods proves useful to Cortés in more ways than one. Cortés hieiths
denies the position of the-white or light-complexioned god whe. was expé
ing to Aztec prophecy, to return to:Mexico: from the east. The:prophecy
narrative accoumt of the events, both as proof of the Aztecs’ idolatry and.
for the Spanish conquest of Mexico.., .0, .. . . . T

sooden bridge some ten paces broad; which cuts the causeway ‘and-under
/hich the water can flow: freely, for its level in' the two: parts:of the lake is
onstantly changing: moreover it seives as a fortification to'the city, for they
an remove certain very long and heavy beams which form the bridge when-
ver they so desire; and there are many such bridges throughout the city as
sur Majesty will see from that which I shall presently relate, - P
When we had passed this bridge Muteczuma himself came out'to'meet us
th some two hundred nobles; all barefoot: and dressed in some: kind:of
.iniform also very rich; in fact more:se than the others. They came forward
-+ two fong lines kecping close to the walls of the street, which is very broad
ind fine and so. straight that one can'see from one. end:of it to the other;
though' it is: some: two-thirds of a league.in length: and lined on both sides
.ith very beautiful, large houses, both private dwellings and temples. Mutec-
ma himself was borne along in the middle of the street'with two:lords one
on his right hand and oneon his left. * * * All three were dressed in similar
fashion ‘except that Muteczuma wore shoes whereas. the others were bare-
ot The two lords bore him along each.by an arm,:and as he drew near1
Jismounted and advanced alone to.embrace, but the two lords prevented me
from touching him, and they themselves made me the same obeisance as.did
their comrades, kissing the earth. ** * After he had'spoken to me all the:
sthier lords who were in the two long lines came up likewise in:order one
_fter- the other, and then re-formeéd in line again.: And while speaking to
Muteczuma 1 tookioff 2 necklace of péarls. which I was wearing and threw. it
round his neck; whereupon having proceeded some little: wayup the street
servant of his came back to me with two necklaces wrapped up'in a napkin,
nade from the shells of sea snails, which are- much prized by them; and from
£ach necklace hung eight prawns fashioned very beautifully in gold some six
inches in length. The messenger who brought them put them round my neck
and we then continued up the stréet in.the manner described until we came
fo:a large and very handsome house which Muteczuma hiad prepared forour
lodging. There he took me by the hand and led meto a large room opposite
the patio by which we had entered,. and seating me on:a dais: very richly
worked, for it was intended for royal use, he bade me await him there,. and’
took his departure. After a short time, when -all my company had found
lodging, he returned with many various ornaments of gold; silver and feath-
‘erwork, and some five or six thousand cotton clothes, richly dyed and embroi-
dered in various ways; and having made me-a present of them he'seated
imself on another low bénch which was placed:next to mine, and addressed
& in this FAMNEr: .« i u. ol on frrms 200 L et
Long time have we been informed by the writings of our ancestors that
either myself nor any of those who inhabit: this land are natives of i€, but
ather strangers who have come to it from foreign parts. We likewise know
‘that from those parts our nation was led by a certain {ord. {to whom all:were
subject), and who then went back to his native land, where he remained s¢
long delaying his return that at-his coming those whom he had left had
‘married the women of the land and had many-children by them and had
uilt themselves cities in which they lived, so that they would-in no wise
return to their.own land nor acknowledge him' as lord; upon:which he left
them.. And we have always believed that among his-descendants one would
urely come to subject this land and.us as rightful vassals. Now seeing ‘the
egions from which you say you come, which is from where the sun rises,

 From The Second Letter! .

On the following day I set out agiin and affer half a mile entere
causeway which crosses the middle of the lake arriving finally at the
city of Tenochtitlan? which is situated at its center. This causewa
broad as two lances and very stoutly made such that eight horsemien
ride along it abreast, and in these two leagues either on the one h:
other we met with three cities all containing very fine buildings and
especially the houses of the chief men and the mosques and little temp
in which they keep their idols. In these tows there is quite a brisk tra
salt which they make from the water of the lake and what is cast up ¢
land that borders it; this they cook in a certain manner and make
into cakes which they sell to the inhabitants and neighboring tribes, ]
ingly proceeded along this causeway and half a league from the c1ty
ochtitlan itself, at the point where a:nothér causeway from the mmainlan
it; I came upon an extremely powerful fort with two. towers,,‘sur:r.oﬁﬁ:
a six foot wall with a battlerient rinning round the whole of the side ab
on-the two causeways, and having two gates'and no more for goin
out. Here nearly a thotisand of the chief citizens came out to gree
dre"ss‘ed aliké 'and, as their custom is; ver'y richly; on coming to-spea
e éﬁéh"PérfOi‘i_ned"a'(’:él"éﬁlbh’y'v‘efy cormiion among them, 6 Wit
his hand on theé ground and then kissing it, so that for nearly an hotir
W:{h'ﬂ:e_‘they performed thié',:c_c__:;'éfﬁo‘i:ly._,N'(:iw.Quité close to the (':ity' tl

1. Translated by J. Bayard:Morris. i+ 2. 'The capital of the Aztec Emipire, site.of presentAday:‘Mé:gl
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and the news you tell-of this great-king and ruler who sen

. H t :
believe and hold it certain that he is our natural lord: espe e

cialiyi

the land, that is to say all that I rule, yo gy
and it shall be obeyzd. and: done, 2 41l that v e anything
pleasure. And since you are in your own land and house, rejoice
your .Ieisure from the fatigues of your journey and the ’bagtlmé
fought; for I am well informed of all those that: you have be:r?
engage in on your way here from Potonchan, as also that. thé-:.:' ;
Cempoal and Tlascala have told you many evil things of me; but.:.b""l
meore than what you see with your own eyes, and especially ;10t W _?_&E_:
the lips of those.who are my enemies, who were formerly m Vass ?‘ -
your coming rebelled against me and said:these things in or()ier't aﬁs d
with you: I am aware, moreover, that they have told you that thé.?v I
houses were. of gold as was the matting on my floors and other hq
articles, even that 1 was a god ‘and claimed to be so, and other ]i.l.géo
As for the houses; you see that. they are of wood, stones and earth.
this he lifted his clothes showing me his body, and said: “and you se
am of flesh-and blood like yourself and everyone else, mortal ;’n; ItS ¥
- Grasping with his hands his arms and other parts of his body; HZ ':'
ued: “You see plainly how they have lied: True I have a few arz,cles'. o

Here you wﬂ‘l be provided with all things necessary for you and you
la;il -lst n.ot}%mg., .be do.m.e'am]ss‘ s§ei§$ .thrat yfnu .are in your own l:iogs:
I replied to all that he said, satisfying him in' those things Whi;h
expedient, especially in having him believe that your Majesty was he iwh
they had long expected, and with that he bade farewell. On his depirt =
were very well regaled with great store of chickens, bread, fruit;: and ot
necessities, particularly household ones. And in this wist; H co;ﬁri:: :
days very well provided with all that was necessary and visited by m4
the principal men of the city. -, . N : Y

I have already related, most catholic Lord, how at the time whern Ide ¥ar
from the town of Vera Cruz in search of this ruler Muteczuma, I IeftI;
h.undred. and fifty men to finish the fortress which I had air,eady be
likewise .how that I had left many neighboring towns and strongholds'ligp
the dominion of your royal Majesty, and the natives very peaceably dispos
and loyal subjects of your Majesty. Being iin the city of Cholula 1 rece
Iettersr from the officer whom 1 left ih Vera Cruz, by which I learnf't
Qualpopoca, the native ruler of Almeria, had sent in messengers to say t
he desired to become a vassal of your Majesty, the reason for his delay b
that enemy country lay between him and Vera Cruz and he had been chi
of pas.sing through it, but that if four Spaniards would return to his land. the
enemies through whose country they would have to pass would refrain i;ro
molesting them and he would come forthwith to make his submission:.Th
officer, thinking the message to have been sent in good faith, for many o.thé
had done the same,. sent four Spaniards as requested. ],3ut Qualpopo
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having once received them into-his house:ordered thém to-be killed:: /v and
two.of them thus died. 2o g it hadiien ey it

.Haﬁng péséed six days, then, in the gréat c1ty of Téﬁochﬁﬂan, invincible

Prince, and having seen something of its marvels, though little.in comparison
with what there was.to be seen and éxamined, I considered it essential both
from:my observation.of the city and the rest of the land that its.ruler should
be.in.my power and no.longer entirely free; to.the end-that he. might in
nowise change his will and intent to:serve your Majesty, more especially as
we Spaniards:are somewhat intolerant and stiff-necked, and should he get
across with us he would be powerful enough. to do us great damage, even to
blot ottt all meiory of us in:the land; and in the second: place, could Lonce
get-him in my power all the other provinces subject to him would.come more
promptly to the knowledge and:service of your Majesty, as indeed afterward
happened. I decided .to capture him and. place him in the lodgi
was, which was extremely strong! St e

: ng where .

Lok Poao

T

_But _beférﬁe Beginﬂiﬁg to relate. the wonders of ‘this éityi and,:peéplé; their

tights and. government, I'should perhaps for a better understanding say some-
thing of the state of Mexico itself which contains.this:city and-the others-of
which I have spoken, and is the principal seat. of Muteczuma. The province
is roughly circular in shape and. entirely surrounded by: very lofty and rocky
mountains, the level partin the middle being some seventy leagues? in cir-

cumference. and containing two lakes which occupy it almost. entirely, for

canoes;travel over fifty leagues in'making a circuit of them..One of the lakes

is-of fresh water, the, other and larger one of salt, A narrow but very lofty
range of mountains cuts across,the valley and divides the lakes almost com-

pletely.save for the western end where they are joined by a narrow strait no

wider than a sling's throw which runs between the mountains; Commerce.is
carried.on between the two lakes and the:cities on. their. banks by means. of
canoes, so-that land traffic is avoided. Moreover; since the salt lake rises and
falls. with the tide sea water pours from: it at high tide into the fresh water
lake with the rapidity of a mountain torrent, and likewise atlow tide flows
back from the fresh to.the salt.. 5. 0w v oo T

. 'The great city of Tenochtitlan is built in the midst of this salt lake, and it is
two leagues, from- the heart of the city to any, point on'the mainland. Four
causeways lead to it, all made: by hand and-some twelve feet wide. The city
itself is as large:as Seville or Cérdova. The principal streets are very broad and
straight, the majority. of them being of beaten earth,-but a few and at least
half;the smaller thoroughfares are waterways along which. they pass in. their
canoes. Moreover, .even the principal streets have openings-at regular dis-
tances so that the water gan freely pass from one to another, and these open-
ings.which:are very broad are spanned by great bridges.of huge beams, very
stoutly put together, so firm indeed that over many of them ten horsemen can
ride at once. Seeing that if the natives intended'any treachery againstus they
would have every, opportunity from the way.in;which the city is built, for by

3. Cortés’s estimations of distance are approximate; 2 Spanish league is ahout three to four miles.
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removing the: bridges from the entrances and exits they could les
of hunger with no possibility of getting to the mainland, I immedf@
work as soon as we entered the city on the building of’ four bri o
short space of time had them finished, so that we could shi thlgs’
men and the horses to the mainland wheneverwe so desired-P' it
© The city has many‘-open squares in- which markets are cd.nti'ﬁ:
and the general business of buiying and selling proceeds. One s i
tipular is twice as big as that of Salamanca and'.compi;:tel .suqu'a"
arcades.where there are daily more than sixty thousand folkyb;l i
ing: Fvery kind of merchandise such-as may be met with in'feveYI'r'l% i
sale there, whether of food and victuals, or ornaments of pold 'fr};dan
lfead,- brz;ss, copper; tin, precious stones, bones, shells snizils ;n&'-:f
limestone for building is likewise sold there, stone botli rough ant}‘ 0
bricks bumt' and unburnt, wood of all kinds and i all stagef of: rp
There is a’ street of game where. they sell all manner of birds tff;t?
found- in their country, including hens;: partridges, quails, wild dy
catchers, widgeon, turtle doves, pigeons, Tittle birds in-romid nesféu'
grass, parrots, owls, eagles, vulcans, sparrow-hawks and kestrels: andi 1§l
of these birds of prey they sell the skins complete with feath‘e’rs h"o
and claws:"They also sell rabbits, hares, deer and small dogs wliich,'th i
especially for eating. There is a street of herb-sellers Where-'tﬁe;fg
manner of roots and medicinal plants that are found in the land.
houses as it were of apothecaries where they sell medicines made frofi:
herb,s, both for drinking:and for use as ointments and salves. Theré
bers” shaps where you may have your hair washed and cut. Theres
shops where you may obtain food and drink. There are street. porter
as-we have in Spain to' cany packages. There is a great quantityo
charcoal; braziers made of clayand mats of all sorts, some for beds and-oth
more finely woven for seats, still others for furnishing halls and privat
ments. All kinds of vegetables may be found there, in particular oniotis
garlic; cresses; watercress, 'borage; sorrel, artichokes, and golden thi
There are many different sorts of fruits including cherries and ‘plam
similar to ;hose‘ found in Spain: They sell honey obtained from bees: 43
the-b‘ﬂneycomb and that obtained from maize plants which are aq-’s‘)\;n'r :
suga.‘r canes; they also obtain honey from plants which are lm'own‘b’é't h
t@md in other parts as maguey,* which is preferable to grape juice; from i
in addition they'make both sugar and a kind of wine, which ar:a soldi
markets. All kinds of cotton thread in various colors 1::1ay be boughtinsk
very much in the same way as in the great silk exchange of Granada; éxc
that the quantities. are far less. They have colors for painting of 45 Bo
quality as any in Spain;'and of as pure shades as may he found anys e
There are leathers of deer both skinned and in théir natural state an)(;z:t
bleached or dyed in various colors. A great deal of chinaware is ';olcf of v
good quality and including earthen jars of all sizes for holding liquids, pi
ers, pots, tiles'and an infinite variety of earthenwaie all made of ve ;P
clay and almost all-décorated and painted in some way. Maize is :ildltb'o
as'grain and in the form-of bread and is vastly superior both in-tile' size
the ear and in taste to that of all the other islands or the mainland, P#st
made from game and fish pies may be seen on sale, and there are larpe

guantities of fresh and salt - water fish both in theirnatural state’and cooked
ady for. eating. Eggs from fowls, geese and: all the other birds I have
Jdescribed may be had, arid likewise omelettes ready made. There is nothing
to be found in all the land which is not sold in these markets, for over and
. bove what T have mentioned there are so many and such various other things
that on account of their very number and the fact that I do not know their
ames, I .cannot iow' detail them. Each kind of merchandise is'sold in its
own particular street and no other kind may be sold there: this rule is very
‘well enforced. Allis sold by number and measure, but up till now no weighing
by balance has been observed. A vety fine building in the greai square serves
45 a. kind of audience chamber where :ten or a dozen persons are always
‘seated, as judges, who deliberate on all cases arising in the market and pass
sentence on evildoers. In the square itself there are officials who-continually
~walk among the people inspecting goods exposed for sale and the measures
by which. they are sold; and on certain-occasions I have seen them destroy
measures which were false. & .0 s s b i
'There are a very large number of mosques or dwelling places for their idols
throughout the various-districts of this great:city, all fine buildings, in the
chief of which their priests live continuously, so that in addition to the actual
temples containing idols there are sumptuous lodgings. These pagan priests
are all dressed in black and go habitually with their hair uncut; they do not
even'comb it from the day they enter the order to that on which they leave.
Chief men's sons, both nobles and distinguished citizens, enter these orders
at the age of six or seven'and only leave when they are of an age to matry, and
this occurs:more frequently to the first-born who will inherit their fathers’
estates than to others. They are denied all access to women, and ho woman is
ever allowed to enter one of the religious houses. Certain foods they abstain
from-and more so at certain periods of the year than at others. Among these
temples there is one chief one in particular whose size and magnificence no
human tongue could describe. Fo it is so big that within the lofty wall which
entirely circles it one could set a town of fifteen thousand inhabitants... ~+-
Immediately inside this wall and throughout its entire length are some
admirable buildings containing large halls and corridors where the priests
who live in this temple are housed. There are forty towers at the least, all of
stout construction and very lofty, the largest of which has fifty steps leading
up to its base: this chief one is indeed higher than the great church of Seville.
The workmanship both in wood and stone could not be bettered anywhere,
for all the stohework within the actual temples where they keep their idols
is cut into ornamental borders of flowers, birds, fishes and the like, or trellis
work, and the woodwork is likewise all in relief highly decorated with mon-
sters of very various device. The towers all serve as burying places for their
nobles, and the little temples which they contain ave all dedicated to a dif-
ferent idol to whom'they pay their devotions. = = =0~ 0 o
There are three large halls in the great mosque where the principal idols
are to be found, all of immense size and height and richly decorated with
sculptured figires both in wood and stone; and.within these halls are other
smaller temples branching off from them and entered by doors so small that
no daylight ever reaches them. Certain of thé priestsbut not-all are permitted
to enter; and within are the great heads and figures of idols, although as 1
have said there are also many outside. The greatest of these idols and those
in which they placed most faith and trust I ordered to be dragged from their

4, Mexican aloe,
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places and flung down the stairs, which done 1 had the temples wh
occupy cleansed for they were full of the blood of human victims whg
been sacrificed, and placed in them the image of Our Lady and ot
all of which made no small impression upon Muteczuma arid the infizk
They at first remonstrated with me, for should it be known, théy sai
people of the country they would rise against me, believing as they.
to these idols were due all temporal goods; and that should:they al}
to'be ill used they would be wroth-against them and would give the
denying them- the fruits of the earth, and thus the people would. di
vation. I instructed them by my interpreters how mistaken they-weri
ting their trust in idols made by their own hands from unclean: thin
that they must know that there was but-one ‘God, Lord of all; Who
the sky, the earth and all things; Who made both:them and ourselves
was:without beginning and immortal, Whom alone they had to ade
believe in; and not in any created thing whatsoever: I'told them mor
things else that 1 knew of touching this matter in-order to lead thi
their idolatry and bring them to the knowledge of Our. Lord: andali
cially Muteczuma; replied that they had already told me.that they:wie
natives of this land but had come- to it long time since, and that t
they were well prepared to believe that they had erred somewhat fro
true faith during the long time since they had left their native land;
more' Jately come would know more surely the things that it was: Figh
them to hold and believe than they themselves: 'and that hence ifil
instruct them. they would: do whatever 1 declared to be hest:: Upo
Muteczuma and many of the chief men of the city went with me to re;
the idols, cleanse the chapels, and place images of the saints ther
all with cheerful faces. I forbade them moreover to make human saciify
theidols as was. their wont, because besides being. an .abominatién’
sight of God it is prohibited by your Majesty’s laws which declate tha
who kills shall-be killed. From this time henceforth they departed:fi
and during the whole time that 1-was in the city not a single living 56
known to be killed :and sacrificed. . .. - : c o

Bow g

- had settled down.:Next day: after hearing mass I despatched a messenget to
. Vera Cruz giving them the good news that I had entered the.city to find the
Christians alive and the city now quiet. But in half an.hour he returned all
covered with bruises and wounds; erying that the whole populace of the city
‘was-advancing in war dress and all the bridges were raised. And immediately
behind him came a multitude of péople from all parts so that the streets and
house-roofs -were black with natives; all: of whom. came on with: the' most
frightful yells and shouts it is possible to:imagine..... o0 s
«+ The stones from their slings came down-on us within the fortress as if they
‘were raining from the sky; the artows and darts fell 56 thickly. that the walls
and courtyards were full of them and one could hardly move without treading
o them:T made sallies in one or two parts and they fought against us with
tremendous fury; one of myofficers led two hundred men:out by another
door and. before he: could retire they had killed four: 6f them and wounded
both him and many.others. I myself and many of my:men were also wounded.
We killed but few of them for they were waiting for us oir the: other side: of
the bridges; and did us ' much damage from the flat:housetops. with stones:
some-of these flat roofs we gained possession of and burnt the houses. But
there were so many and so-strongly fortified, being held by such numbers of
natives and all so well provided with stones and other missiles, that we were
notnumerous eriough to take all of them:nor.to hold what we had taken; for
they could attack usiat.their pleasure. ©:o0 v wi e Lo
- The fight went: ory 'so fiercely ifv the fortress itself that they succeeded in
setting fire to it in many parts, and'actually burnt a large portion; without
our being able to stop the flames. until-at last we broke downa stretch of
wall and thus prevented it from spreading further..Indeed, had it not been
for the strong guard- I placed there of musketeers, crosshowmen and guns
they would have entered under out eyes without our being able to stop then:
We continued thus fighting all-day until night was well come; though even
then: the yelling and ¢commotion'did not cease. During the night 1:ordered
the doorways which had suffered by the. fire to. be repaired.and all other
places of the fortress which seemed to me weak. I decided upon the squads
that were:to.defend the various parts of the fortress on the morrow.and also
the one. that was to sally out with me to attack the Indians outside: I also
‘ordered the wounded to be looked to; who numbered more than: eighty.: !
-As soon as it.was:day the enemy began to attack.us with greater fury.cven
than the day befcre: they came on'in such numbers that the gunners had no
need to take aim but simply poured their:shot into the mass. Yet in. spite of
the damage done by the guns, for there were three arquebuses® without
counting muskets and crosshows, they made so little impression that their
effect could hardly be perceived; for'wherever a shot carried ‘away ten or 2
dozen men; the:gap closed up with others so that it seemed-as if no . damage
had been- done.’ Upon - this, leaving such suitable. guard as T .could in the
fortress 1 sallied out and got possession of a few houses, killing many of those
who were defending them: but their numbers were so great that although
we had done:still: greater damage it would have had but slight effect. More-
over, whereas we had to continue fighting all the:day they: could fight for
several hours and then give way: to others, for their forces were amply suf-
ficient. They again'wounded as miany as fifty to seventy Spaniards that day,

..:Finally, to avoid prolixity in telling all.the wonders of this city,  wi
say-that the manner of living among the people is very similar. to th
Spaih, and'considering.that this is a barbarous nation shut off from'i

edge of the true God or communication with enlightened nations, on
well marvel at the orderliness and good: government which is. every
maintained. ' S EIEE : ST

On the day of Saint John after having heard mass I entered the city:a
midday, seeing few people about, and certain doors at the crossroadsian
turnings taken down, which appeared to-be a bad sign, although I-consid
that it was done out. of fright for.what had already occurred and th
entrance would: serve to calm them. I went straight.to the fortress a
great temple next to it in-which; my men had taken up their quarte)
where they received us with such joy as if we had given them back thei
which they eounted already lost: and so. we remained there very muc

ease throughout the rest of that day and night, thinking that all disturban: 5. A heavy but portable gun of the 15¢h century, .o o0 v o v o bohs gt
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undred steps, and those above were well provided with stones and arms
nd moreover protected to.a certain extent since we had been unable to take
he neighboring’ roofs, they were forced to descend. every: time they
ttempted, and suffered many casualties;. whereupon: the natives in other
arts of the city were so encouraged as to rush-on the fortress without any
igns of fear. Seeing that if our enemies were allowed to hold the tower they
would not only do us much damage but would encourage the rest, I sallied
out from the fortress, though disabled in the left hand from a wound received
1 the first day’s fighting, Tying my shield on to my arm, however, I made for
ihe tower followed by certain others and we surrounded it entirely at its base;
this was done with no great difficulty, although not without danger, since
my men had to deal with the enemy who were rushing up on all sidées to
support their comrades. 1 myself with a few behind me began to mount the
staircase of the tower. And although they defended themselves very furiously,
5o much so that three or four Spaniards were knocked spinning downstairs,
nevertheless with the help of God and our Gracious Mother, to whose honor
thie building had been dedicated and crowned with her statie, we finally got
iip the tower, and fought with them on top so fiercely that they were forced
to leap down on to certain flat roofs, between which and the towet there was
a gap of about a yard. There were about three or four of these all about
cighteen feet below the top of the tower. Some fell right to the ground and
were either hroken by the fall or dispatched by the Spaniards who were
below. Those who escaped on to the flat roofs continued to fight with extreme
bravery so that it was more than three hours before we: finished. with them,
and then there was not-a man left alive. And your Majesty may well believe
that had not God broken their ¥anks twenty of them might have stopped 4
thousand mer from mounting the tower, Nevertheless those who died fought
very valiantly, When'it was all over | set fire to” this fower and the other
towers of the temple, having already abandoned them and removed all the
mages of the saints which we had placed there. . - . o

although no one was killed, and so. we fought on till nightfall 4 :
to retire worn out to the: fortress. v (ot i "
Seeing then the great damage: that our enemies did us, ana th‘at'
wound and kill-us almest unhurt themselves, we spent.the ‘whole
night and next day inmaking three wooden engines, eachone of whic
protect twenty men when they had got inside it the-engines.'.we' ¢
with boards to protect the men from the stones which were thrown
housetops; and those chosen to go inside were crosshowmen and'mi
together with others provided with pickaxes, hoes and iron bars:
under the :houses-and tear down the barricades which they h‘ad':
the streets. All the whilé these wooden affairs were being made ﬁg
not cease for a moment; in such wise that as we prepared.to: maki
out of the fortress they attempted to force an entrance; and. it:wa
as 'we could do to resist them. Muteczuma, who was still'a’prisoner
with his son and many other nobles who had been taken-on ourfirst.
the tity; requested to be taken out onto the flat roof of the forties
he would speak to the leaders of the people and make them .stop.' I
ordered him. to be brought forth and as-he mounted a breast-wor
extended beyond thé fortress, wishing to speak to the people who wé
ing there, a'stone from one of their slings strick him on the head 56
that he died three days later: when this happened I ordered two of it
Indian prisoners to take out his dead body.on their shields to the peo
I know not what became of it; save.only this that the fighting did
but rather increased: in intensity everyday,. ... o on
~The day:that Muteczuma was wounded they called out to'tne:
place where he'had been struck down saying that some of the native’ p
wished to speak to:me; and.thither | went and ‘spent muich time talkin
them, begging them to'cease fighting against me, for they had no'reas
do so, and should consider that'1 had always treated them very wells T
replied thatI should depart and abanden their land Wheﬂth&y'Wou}d-
diately stop fighting; but otherwise they were of a mind to kill u .
themselves to-a man. This they said, as it appeared, in order to pérsua
to leave the fortress, when they would fall upon us at their pleasure’be
the bridges as we left the city. I replied that they were not to: think. {
besought them for peace because 1 feared them in any way, but bée
was grieved- at- the damage.I was doing them and should have to-do
and in’order not to destroy.so fine a city:.to which they still replied that
would not cease fighting until I should leave the city. Lewdity

" They lost somewhat of their pride on our taking this stronghold from them;
so much so that on all sides their attack slackened, on which | returned to
the housetop and spoke to the captains with whom 1 had alreadyheld speech
and who were somewhat dismayed by what they hiad seen. On their approach
I bade them note that they could not help themselves, that each day we
should do them great hurt and kill many of them; already we were burning
and destroying their city and would have to continue so to do until nothing
of it or of them remained. To which they replied that they plainly perceived
this but were determined to die to a man, if need be, to finish with us. And
‘they bade me observe that the streets, squares and rooftops were all packed
full of people, and that they had reckoned that if twenty-five thousand of
them were to die for every one of us yet we should perish sooner, for we were
few and they were many;-and they gave me-to know that all the bridges in
the streets had been removed, as was indeed the case excepting a single one.
We had therefore no way of escape except by-water. Moreover, they knew
well that we had but slight store of food and drinking water so that we could
not hold out long without dying of hunger, even if they should not kill us
themselves. And in truth they were perfectly right: for-had we no other foes
than hunger.and géneral shortness of provisions, we were like to.die in a
short time. Many other arguments were put forward each supporting his own
position. T UTO

. . T " * ow *
. * %% They forced their way almost to-thé inner towers and ‘succeed
taking ‘the temple; the chief tower of which was quickly filled with as
as five hundred Indians, all seemingly of high rank: Forthwith theﬁ( procé
to carry up large stores of bread, water and other food, together with plen
supplies.of stones. Most of them, moreaver, were armed with long la
with heads of flint broader but no whit less. sharp than otir own; and.
their position they did gredat damage to 'my men within the fortress fort
were very close. The Spaniards' two.or three times attacked. this tower
attempted to mount it, but as it was very. tall and'steep, having more tha

6. A rush made by the defense on an attacking army. .01 o
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- - After nighttall I'went out with'a few Spaniards and taking th
guard succeeded in capturing a whole street in which we burnt;

three hundred houses. S0 soon as. the natives had rushed-tﬁefé i
by another street where I likewise set fire to many houses;‘espec
tain .ones with low flat roofs. lying close to the fortress fro;n .\xrr)hi'l
inflicted: great damage upon us. What.-was done that night: ings
with great terror.® %% . .. .. R P

in-that' way when we went to speak to him. F'mention this because although
Cortés and those who went with him to_seize Montezuma were: all armed,
Montezuma did'not take it as anything new, nor-was he disturbed at all.. .-
i:: When we were all ready, our captain sent to tell Montezuma that we were
coming to his palace, for this had always been our custom, and so that he
shbould not be alarmed by our arriving suddenly. . : b SRR

When Cortés entered; after having made his usual salutations, he said to
him through our iriterpreters, “Sefior Montezuma, I am very much aston-
ished that you, who are such avaliant prince, after having declared that you
are out friend, should order your captains, whom you have stationed on the
coast near to Tuxpan, to. také. arms against my Spaniards, and that they
should dare to rob the towns which are in thé keeping and under the pro-
tection of our king.and master- and to demand. of them Indian' men and
women for sacrifice; and should kill ' Spaniard, one of my brothers, and'd
horse.” {He:did not wish to speak of the captain not of the six soldiers who
died as $60n as they arrived at Villa Rica, for Montezuma did not know about
it, nor did the Indian captains who had attacked them), and Cortés went on
to say, “being such a friend of yours I ordered my captains to do all that was
 possible to help-and serve you; andyou have done exactly the contrary to us.
Also in the affair at Cholula your captains.and a large force of warriors had
received your own'commands to kill us. I-forgave it:at the time out. of my
great régard for you, and now again your vassals and captains. have become
insolent, and hold secret consultations stating that you wish us to be killed;
I do: not wish-to'begin a war on this account nor to-destroy this city, I am
- willing to forgive:it-all, if silently and without raising. any disturbance you.
will come. with:us to our quarters where yoii will be as well: served and
attended to-as'though you were in:yout own house, but if you cry out or
make:any disturbance. you will immediately be killed by these my captains;
whom I brought solely for the purpose.” When Montezuma heard: this he
- was terrified and dumfounded, and replied that he had never-ordered his
people to take arms. againist us; and that he would at once send to summon
- his captains so that the truth should-be known; and he would: chastise them
~ and at that very moment he took from his arm and wrist the sign and seal of
e - Huichilobos, which was only done when he gave an important anid weighty
T T A T et s b e . command which was.to be carried out at once, With regard to being takeri
. Fﬂ)m.The True 'HIIStOI'y. of the Conquest of New-Spair prisoner.and leaving his. palace against his will, he:said that he was not the
I s DEEE Do + person to- whom such an order could be given, and that it was not his wish

- to. go.Cortés. replied to him with very. good arguments: and.Montezuma
- answered him with even better, showing that he ought not to léave his house.
¢ Ip: this-way more than hall: an hour was .spent over taik, and when Juan
- Veldsquez.de Leon and the other captains saw that they were wasting time
- over it and could not longer await the: moment when they should remove
him from: his house and hold him a prisoner, they spoke to-Cortés somewhat
angrily and said, “what is the good of your making so.many: words, let us
either take him prisoner; or stab him, tell: himy once fnore that i he cries out
or makes. an uproar we will kill him, for it-is better at once to save our lives
or to.lose them,” and as:Juan Veldsquez said this with-a loud and rather
terrifying voice, for such-was his-way of speaking, Montezuma; who saw that
our captains were-angéred, asked DofiaMarina what they were saying in

. BERNAL DIAZ DEL GASTILLO.
L mes2etss0n

BgmaI:ngz_del Castillo was an experienced Spén._ish-sol&iel‘, who p"zirt'i
explorations of the Mexican coast hefore joining in the conquest of
Herndn Cortés, He was, as he repeatedly asserts in his Trais Hisidrif'df i

of New Spain, a soldier and not a writer, Nenethelcss, he had strong vies
‘made for goad history! acesiracy iti ‘the reporting of ihe lands, péopls
and niilitary actions, He was spurred inold age to write an Account of the
events by the appearance of aflood of misleading histories written by coir
who _had no first-hand kmowledge of the marcK on Mexico and fall of Tsig
As the last surviving conquistador, he wrote to set the record straight. Whit
vided is the compelling perspective of a soldier who, saw himself as one of

brave and daring men, His account offers striking differences from tha't':-"o'
himself, mainly in his portrayal of the many personalities it took to make

hero he wished_to be, In Dfaz’s story, the Spanish soldiers and officers play.
role in many key decisions, What is more, he offers a riveting account,
dependence of the Spanish on miany of the ﬁafi:"res;"i;nc]uding the kirig M.
as well as many humble persons. Among the quick-witted and brave figure
the limelight with *Cortés are: the transldtors; Jeronimo de Aguilay snd
woman, Dofia Marina (in her Christian narie) or Malintzin, called T.a Maki
Diaz: These translators, as Dfaz knéw, were the ones to-advise Cortés to-fisy
amorg the natives hostile to the Aztecs: . : RN

IETTaE

As we:-had determined the day before to seize Montezuma, we weré:p
to God all that night that it would turn out in a manner redounding to
Holy service, and the next-mhorning. the way it should be done was scttl

: Cortés took with him five captains who were Pedro de Alvarado; Gi
de Sandoval, Juan Veldsquez de. Leon, Francisco. de Lugo’ and A,lo:.
Avila, and he took me and. our interpreters Dofia Marina and Aguila
he told us all to keep on-the alert, and. the horsemen to have their horse
saddled and ‘bridled. As: for-our arms. 1 need not call them to min‘d-;': :
day or night we always werit armed and with our sandals on our feet;

that time such 'was our footgear, and Montezuma had always seenus’

1. Translated by Alfred Percival Maudslay.



