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sent to China by the people of England is saving one soul, her opium, that
she so wrongfully and selfishly forced into China, is destroying 2 thousand.
1 never can forget the remark made by the Chinese mandarin to a British
minister: “Sir, 1 wish you would take back with you the opium your countyy
sentus.” Whata blush went over e British represemative! What
a great stumbling block to Christiani ain her good name
by repealing the Geary law.
Our sincere thanks are due to all our Christian frien
and prayers have greatly comforted us; and may God oV
and wrong to His glory, and the final triumph of the right!
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LIFE IN A CHINESE VILLAGE

come Hawaii? Sure, luc
o , lucky, come Hawaii,” said Mrs. Teng,' i
Lo :‘153?1711&; };t(::r hands, which showed signs osf h:rlzlgl’agus}}‘mg
L ;11 Ier much. Only two kinds of people in Ch'on e

L Smﬂ.e never1 can forget my days in China,” she s::lrilg’ }tlhe
; ' revealin ’ oror
g}z tﬁult o 2l reves foira pretty good set of teeth. She is pro-
small crowded vi mi

ed village, a few miles from Hongkong, fifty-fo
, -four years

1’s note: I ain usi
: sing a fictitio :
as used broken i us name for the lad i
Eny . ady who has e
alter her style glish and Chinese. I shall translate her Chiilcjsec}lazn . }(11?I heae
' cordingly and
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ago I 'was born. There were four in our family, my mother, my father, my sis-
house. One was ourl sleeping room and

ter,2 and me. We lived in a two-room
the other served as parlor, Kitchen, and dining room. We were not rich
enough to keep pigs or fowl, otherwise our small house would have been

more than overcrowded.
“How can we live on six baskets

mother could get more
of rice which were paid twice a year for g money.

my father’s duty as a night watchman? Sometimes the peasants have a poor

crop, then we go hungry. During the day my father would do other small
jobs for the peasants or carpenters. My mother worked hard too for she went

every day to the forest to gather wood for our stove. . ..
«§ometimes we went hungry for days. My mother and me would go over
the harvested rice fields of the peasants to pick the grains they dropped. Once

in a while my mother would go near a big pile of grain and take a handful.
She would then sit on them until the working men went home. As soon as
they go we ran home. She clean and cook the rice for us two. We had only
salt and water to eat with the rice. Today when I hear my children grumble
about the food 1 wish they could experience what I went through and what

the children in China are doing to relieve their hunger.
«Father was suffering from dysentery so my mother went out to look for

herbs. My father told me to take the baby out to play and not to come back

until late. Being always afraid of him I gladly took the baby out. We were three
houses away watching a man

kil a chicken. Pretty soon a man came to call
me to go home for my father i

s dead. 1 ran with my brother on my back and
stopped at the door of our house. I took one looka

t my father dangling from
the ceiling and started to run to whe

r [ came [ found out that this was not true

re I don’t know. . . .

“Poor people are buried in mats, but mother bought a coffin for my fa

ther. She had asked the carpenter to give her a few weeks to pay for the coffin
and the man agreed. My mother called me to her and put me on her lap
good girl and go to stay with

“Do you wantme to remarry or will you be a
{ want her to remarry but

a certain lady, she said. I told her that I do no
will go with the lady so that she will have money to pay for my father’s coffi
If she did marry again I would have a hard time looking for her when lc

big. I leaned my head against her breast and if 1 knew that was the last
1 would be so near to her [ would have let my brother cry alone.
“] heard my mother tell this go-between lady that she wants me putin |
hands of a lady or man who would come to Hawaii because she has b
Hawaii is a land of good fortune. All the other people who went to H
sent money home every ime. (My mother has never told me that I W
ing sold as a slave until I came o Hawaii my mistress called me name

“My mother took off my mourning robes, dressed me in 2 colore

LEAVING THE ANCESTRAL VILLAGE

.

who
Yiio was never pleasant to me.

e all around.

2, She means brother, as that is all she refers to in the remaining interview:

L
IFE HISTORY OF A CHINESE IMMIGRANT

with a red string on my hai
' y hair. I went with thi i
Chin, two miles from our vill ' 1s lady to the big house of M
| . age. He was to look me .
zs (:121(;\,6af0r he took out ninety dollars to give to my(:f)il;lg;l I; o 1?6
y ag s worth ten dollars. I wished I were older than ni.neV:(I)Ayt;/lear N
at my

“Before the actual parting [ was ha
helping mo ppy and glad to go because
100112 bghin (;};;rd‘?lﬁle;l T}’ mother and me went out gf the houseIz 1;?5(")\713 (‘)N o
home. For once I had tgevsv;;;z}i’o(') fI g éer?e?;;bbegg;d and asked to stayr;et
: m \ ors. They cri .
Lﬁztclofﬁls‘t?z &%l(zlod Vilrl gnd go so that my mother can gzt tI:Z?rf;lr?ewtld o
to this place we we};u tpe NARAN and went with my mother. Wheny b
o clock whenwe cameto g}we our offerings to the temple god. It was Z:Vle .
0 s twelve. Iis said (})1 t 1§ gate of Mr. Chin’s house. We stayed outside eVelfl
e odd 'it s that it is bad Iugk to enter a master’s house whe un}?l
e but’my e : ;;edn n?:fijg;i? r;l;ea;s)‘z;rting was hard. I ran aft:r tm;
Al ’ ilver spoon, a jad.

:\2}2 ;ﬁfrsmoﬁetil?; I al‘flz}"s longed for. I was glad tI; stay f&])rese?oxle;;zv;ets’
. hthosew me [ did not ca‘re to go with her. I'was so poo'r foral e

A lady in that f;lecftand‘pretty things took a great hold on me. on8
ane—itwas better th:fl 1t101d me that Hawaii had big, fat, very sweet sugar
— omie io Hawaii. Sh oney. I crazy for cane that I just waited for the gl

i. She also told me that there was hardly anything to do cbz)[

8g1 [er i

. I? Hzl‘zfaririla\s/\tlesimd me sailed on the ‘Billy Jack’ to go to my new mi
- meal'. el Oeé)lti on cainvas cots and had cheap meat and cabba lse;

e Weﬁ(t)ti .and in Honolulu because there was a smgﬂ

LD Mewent irectly to San Francisco and stayed there for

i Ie shape of thg land for I was below the ship. When
s aii I was locked in the immigration office fo;r th

ppy 1 was when my boss came to me. I went to meet my ni?se

e first thing I
o am% ! (aitstlgrd my master was a piece of sugar cane. He said that
‘ e place where we live. How sad I was for I expected

hin was th
e ; ﬁewnce; olf a;i large carpenter shop on Nuuanu street. He
ey fo}rf thofe our megls and they ate in the shop. [ alv.va S
e ant; t:c\émly. We lived behind the shop. I had to wasyh
e 16(: basin. I also waited on the table and when
S ook my bowl to my master for food. I always
ily table. Whenever I go back for a second hei’piant;
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my mistress would gl

bowl so that

‘slave girl,’ a
to be in Hawail.

“Being a ‘China ]
mistress gave me.
left the house 1 helped
she caught me. Sh

LIFE H
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2 man not of my sar E
m ;

y e group. He said that long ago my mother made h
ade him

romise thatIb i
}P{e o thatit iseOI:}llzlrfljl?fl- to someone of my own group—Pun Dee [Punti].*
y fair to present the recent case [suitor] to me. I hum.l]'d
| .I'hurrie

ed to press the rice in my

me. Being afraid I us
Although she called me 2

are at
fill and avoided her glance.

1 had my
good for nothing girl, and beat me unmercifully, I was happy
Atleast] had food inmy stomach and ate with 2 silver spoon. away from the door and waited to be called

My mast o e called any minute. I went before t

\ y kln cz)ts ci; who was always nice to me said tha}; mv m eth me before them.
WESTERNIZATION o know that I am married and y mother would be ha

Teng, from Wailuku, Maui, i on my own. He said that a merchant, : PPy
, Maui, is looking for a bride. He is well-to-do bam', ; -
“to= utis forty

ON THE ROUGH ROAD TO

ack’ 1was tempted by the good taste of the first cookie my

1 saw her hang the can on the kitchen wall. As soon a3 she
myself to a cookie and a cup of tea. In my little party

e took the ruler and beat my fingers to and fro, to and fro.

e kepton until the ruler broke.

ashed the clothes, 1 went out to

years old. You are only eighteen. I
- . Ileave the matte ;
g;:;;l;ef;gzl t\ivlzs ﬁlxt)}/] I'would have gladly said ‘yesr ’Lge:;)eyxz:s' n hehtOId ne
arsh words of my mistress. B ' $ my chance to
) . . Better thz fer
ﬁifﬁ‘?ﬁte‘?' I:(I’W he looks like I did not know but with h e some more
; A; rfnmf slept peacefully for the first time at thought of free-
ateelo ’ )
r my master’s successful matchmaking my future husband

sband sent

all black and blue and sh

They were
«One day after 1 had swept the house, W

I‘)lay. with the’ neighborpood childffen who wanted to }.1ave some fun wuh t’he i one hundred fifty dollars ma
China Jack.” Iwas having 2 good time when my mistress yelled ‘stave girl at bottles of wine, and a half , aroast pig, five hundred cakes, a half d
me. 1 went into the house expecting and prepared for the outcome. Afraid ake up to my ew hom aA dozen chickens. All day I was bu};in agh' ozen
that the children outside would hear she stuffed my mouth with 2 dirty rag i Kahului I was met be- lagy took me down to the boatand whgn I;ng(si to
: y my brother-in- anded
a bamboo rod. 1 struggled but of no use. After her anger band. I became Mrs. Teng. %\I/Iy s sr 13 law who took me home to my hus-
. me and was almost bald but he was very nice

and beat me with
or jealousy was satis
«“Before 1 was real
mistress not
to explain to the teac
1 used to hide from t
need not go to schoo
“T used to go to
tress refused to let m
sew. When 1 was sixteen she went to
learned how to sew
button holes for th

lean the house again.
dumb. 1 was afraid to g0 to school on account of my
to buy tablets and pencils. 1 didn’t know how
1d not give me mMoney for books.
:d that a ‘China Jack’ like me

fied she made me €

CONTACTS WITH THE HOME VILLAGE

Right after my marriage I asked m

S e y husband to write back to i i

i n}l’es thl}zle;.l ;:;Ml:kcyahe asked myformer boss for help. ﬁ?&lﬁﬁ H}

L e letter 1 xle to }{awa11. He sent my mother fifty dolla(;

ther’s letter telling me. thaztlsr;;lbyriltaii}:yi thzlLt o ehiocved ID}S’

e - is eleven and is watchi

e ag; i};erl rtx;l(?nEyI to send my brother to school. I oﬁg 1‘3021“;5-5

e i in : would fall in her arms and cry for d 5

\ ce. She died a year after my husband’s dZatl: ina}llsgzut
1.

giving me money
her that my mistress wou
he teacher. My mistress 52

1. I sorry I no go before.
om him, for my mis-

d take needles fr
es. Behind her back I learned how to

China for four months. 1 made sure 1
that ] earned for sewing

a shoe maker’s an
e use her needl

self. Every ten cents
or Isaved to b
ted me to sew for her.

dresses for my
e neighboring tail

mistress returned from China she wan
er because she, herself, wanted to stop me from learning.
«The following year the plague invaded Honolulu. Chinatown was burt
ber is that we went to live at Kalihi, then to Vineyal BETWEEN TWO CULTURES BUT AD
JUSTED PHILOS
roung people of OPHICALLY
ple of today are very much changed. I cannot understand
(an

down.? All I can remem
‘We had little to do.

«] pelieve the turning
ing 1 overheard my mas

g. On December 12,
gue. The Board of Health or
wn was burnt down in the Greal

pla
nato

ghter-in-law who
! never trusts me with i
e with her son. I am his [
S hiellltl I }r;];ght put germs on him. When [ have irgl?cﬁ?m?et
- Smal.l Chivlvdcan I put germs on him? If he is healtg hzo d'I
ren in China don’t have enough to eai/a dgets
nd no

M RESTRAINTS

en Iwas eighteen. One m
arry me

MARRIAGE—A RELEASE FRO

point of my life came wh
ter scold my mistress for wanting to m

Punt were th i i V1 PP
¢ original inhabitants >
o bit: nts of Guangdong Province, as opposed to th kk:
Foting di Efr’;(ri.ﬂ China and settled in the Guangdong areb'el: tht et leHa :d’
Oagc 0t p rec in speech, customs, and nomic i nd nad e
e‘ tw : delf ’ 1d e o economic interests and had arun-

Chinatown was diagnosed as caused by the P
tary fire, which got out of control; as2 resul

Fire of January 20, 1900

1899, a death in
dered a sani
t Chinatown
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all the good

clothing and yet they don’t die. The children in Hawaii have
hould they get sick?”

food and clothing so why s
With a wistful smile she wenton commenting abouther mistress. She said
that no matter how rich you are or how much better you are than the other
person never Jlook down upon him because some day you may be in that per-
—room house on Vineyard

son’s position. “Today, my mistress lives in a one
Street. Her husband, three sons, and two daughters are dead leaving a son-

inJaw who told her to getout of his home. Now she know what poor means.
She gladly calls me her ‘daughter’ and even if she was mean to me llet that
be forgotten. When I see her in town I give her a dollar or two. If she was
nice to me maybe 1 would have been a little more glad to help her.

“My children call me a ‘jew’ because 1 do not spend for clothes or other
unnecessary luxuries. It is not that; I shudder at the thought of being poor.

[ was poor for along while, that much suffering is enough for me. I can not
spend here and there w refrigerator, pay

because someday I want to buy ne
for doctor’s bills, and pay for any emergency: I must save so that 1 may have
money on hand.

“] am proud of my ¢
me lots. I am looking for
ters, and in-laws, and gran
on Maui, Kauai, and Oahu. I lucky ¢

Kam Wah Chung Letters
(1898-1903)

The following Chinese letters were found in 1 y
in John pay, Oregon. During its {:eyday Z;nl;;zee]i(j?m Z‘s/a;lf CZ”; H Comj)any e
population of five to six hundred Chinese inhabilmjt /zn(' o Dy e o
; (g’zd stayed to work in t/lz,e mines, ranches, farms, a;z;jlz;o;gfg dCC(ZWLefOT e gl
be;f:i ;io;c;; ]Z:Sg zsc't;zjlzshjed li)y locql Chinese in 1871, was sflaf 171#;58 g g ethCrZLmII;V "
- bmimlsmg nfory his ?hmese medicinal skills, and Lung On, an edicafeyc’l
e gmgml. .og/el' her, they lum'ed the store into a successful busines.
L el ag;ogj;;tzzyf’z;i ;upplzes as u.}ell as Chinese foods and goodstv
mi ]%Zit;;{ﬁ;e fo; th; writing, receiving, Ziedng;wsl?;gi; i:(ii';for (hinese bachelor
/ ¢ deaths o Lung On and Doc Hay, the sto ¥
e ¢ Hay, the store was turned over to the ci
‘fem fm?n é ;;2 ;;asa :ledstzzd 10 th'e‘ way it had been in 1940. During tlljrz(s)téﬁ;tgg,
e 807 7{){1'1“} of the Western states were foungl. Some were ad’—
e Chi/,il " g; otllzem were letters that were either never sent or picked
o mailfmhgcvﬁelm Iy reported on one’s well-being with a swm of mon
e LGa genemlly talked about problems at home and askgl
e (ZT /y m}ium. As the following letters indicate, Doc Hﬁy
o ‘e?}w 0 had.lefl‘ Jamilies behind in China. Despite re-
Lo ,c(e;s(,t hey wrote infrequently, rarely sent money home, and
T u.’ Iiﬂl« . ';Z /rast,‘tﬁe ﬁrst letter from an unknown husband ,to his
Ay ;hef(z) ; :rness at his unfruitful sojourn in America and the’ir
o han,lsm ssmgs silmg by QOld Mountain wives in China, these
el a;/b; ds_uffere .by famz'ly members on both sides of the ocean
, and financial considerations.

d children and have helped

1 will have my sons, daugh-
ent they are scattered

hildren. They are very oo
ward to the day when
dchildren with me. At pres
ome Hawaii.”

SOURGE: Social Process in Hawaii 2 (1936): 39-42-
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Dr. Ing Hay,
John Day, Oregon.
(Oregon Historical

Society #OrHi 26468)

Lung On,

Chinese merchant,
John Day, Oregon.
(Oregon Historical
Society #OrHi 53840)

ife in China.

An unfinished letter to a W
d, via the Kam Wah Chung G

0., John Day, Grant

From an unknown husban
County, Oregon.
Undated.

My Beloved Wife:
om a mother in China.

It has been several autumns 1o
remote alien land. Thanks to my
embroidering worries about me-

Yesterday I received another of your letters.
from running down my cheeks when thinking about the miserable an
needy circumstances of our home, and thinking back to the time of ou

separation.
Because of our destitution [ went out, trying to make alivi

know that fate is always opposite to man’s design? Because Ican
I am detained in this secluded corner of a strange land. Furthermor®, =
beauty, you are implicated in an endless misfortune. I wish this paper ¥

console you a little. This is all that I can do for now . . .

nd left you for a far

w since your dull husba
ht. Therefore stop

hearty body I am all rig
To a son at John Day, Grant County, Oregon

February 2, 1898.

hsin! My Son, Take Notice:

> are all ver
S yozfl V;'lcleli ;é Eome, so don’t worry about us. But your mother
L s Lo, vou hme. I cannot sleep and eat well because I am al-
o el-der . at\;le bee'-n away from home for years. During that
) e ;1 er died, then your father died, and then yo
» too. Although I know that fate was the cause of Lyh;i

still cannot but gri
bl grieve deeply. I am old and weak now and I may die

amesin th,
ese letters w i
e the tra ere transliterated in M "
g n . andarin
stator, Chialin Ghen, is Ma nd;urin-speakim‘:fr auher than Gantonese, most

KAM WAH CHUNG LETTERS 99

R

o
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[ hope you will be home an
die with my €ye
of Ah Fung, your nep
that both your father an
ground.

You shoul
know my days are nu
gone by the time you ¢

The twenty dollars which

de

mbered

From Lung On s

Lung On, My Son:

“no” to me any

me uneasy:
forty but still without a m.

neither make

So why not co
businesses in C

you cannot make money
flexible in accordance wi
for seventeen years, you
way you shouldr
this is the wisest.

2. Lung On came from a
was well educated in the Ch
ter behind, he emigratec
in John Day, Oregon. Itis not.
his gambling, WOmanizing,

cause of the severed diploma
able to claim it.

LY CHINESE IMMIGRANTS

s closed without grievance.
hew. Help him geta

d save some money and s

ome back. Would you feel

father in China.

Your business has proved

rid of it or sell to some one e
more. There are to0 many gossips in Our

You are my only son. You

a fortune abroad nor h
me home before it is to
anton, you can ¢

der his wing you can settl
does not have any long-ran

eturn even only for a visit.
We need you, and you mus

inese classics and self-t
1 to the United States in 1
clear why his father thi
and Western ways were

was buried in John Day in 1940- He

KAM WAH CHUNG LETTERS I0r1

all that I have in my mind i :
) y mind in this short let
n nited and enjoy the rest of our lives etter. Come back, let our family get

Your Father, Chu-chia.

while lam alive, so that I might
1 also hope thatyou will take care
wife and establish their home, SO
ht feel relieved under the

d get married

ldest brother mig

hould come back at Jeast next year. [
From Lung On’s wife, China.

_You won't see me any more; 1 may already be
sorry then?

was received. So 1 guess
you are not

To Lung On, John Day, Oregon.
Undated.

you sent me last june

little. However, 5O long as My Husband-lord:

you are all right and that relieves me a
home, I am in suspense. Come back, don’t forget your mother, please. Ih
ave 1 .
Vour Mother. " Wangrezilc‘,;% itfl:e Ewiwgolébrmgs and ten dollars which you sent
i : g to Mr. Wang, you are indulging i me via
- " g ul
desire to return home. On hearing this I am ShO%ﬁ%lgnsg};a?ﬁddh?g no
ed. | have

been expecting your return day after d

L . tur ay. Your mother is i
= anx)lls(e:(\;\/Ii)srcki ;il ((:)é)pllessmg, and I have no one to give rilznzllp}llzt:clly 1131} e
e suff; f (eiase come back immediately. If you return ‘ 11 y'ou
= o ree would be nothing as compared to the re'o7ia' e
e on your = turn. But alas, I don’t know what kind of iubClng %
. le of ... Your daughter is now at the age of b L and
, ponsibility to arrange her marriage e of bemothal and

Your Wife.

To Lung On, John Day, Oregon.
July, 1899.

profidess for a long time NOW. You should get

lse. Come home as sOOT a3 you can. Don'’t say
village; that makes

age is near

have no brothers, and your
ale offspring.* You should think carefully. If you
ave a son at home, your loss is double.
o late? Uncle Shang-sui owns many
hoose a suitable position fo
e down and start your own business. A man who
ge plans should have an immediate goal. Sinc
in one place you should try somewhere else. B
th circumstances. You have been away from hom!

know nothing about our domestic situation. Any
Sell the business to someone else
t come back. I cannot tell yO

o Doc Hay's father, Taishan District, Guangdong, China

To Doc Hay, John Day, Oregon.
e Notice, My Son: May 28, 1903."

ou have been away for more than a d

e more t ecade. Men go abroad i

- 2;1 e;u}gg;;t) tr}::l; tfa;lmlhesz butyou have no§sent us 21;?1:;2?2;?
- e ogne is anxious and worried, even in thei1:
1 o had semt e mo.nn u;ed. Are you intending to let us starve to
i haey back because of your bad business then I
e I:/ee sve; told ,that your business is booming
L g/‘ ; y don’t you send some back? Even i%

et er;f me, you should think of your wife and

ey self and enjoy your life alone without con-
- e for a man of high character.?
; you had said when we were both in Gold Mountain. You

Guangdong Provirice,
Leaving a wife and dai
successful busines

family in Kinhui District,
anght in English.
882 and became a
nks he is “profitiess,” but the rumots &
probably true. Lung On passed awd
left half of his fortune to his daughter in China,
between China and the United Siates, she was

well-to-do

y canie from a P
1o the state OfVE\)st(;iirfldI?ﬂy-m Taishan District, Guangdong Province. He emi
gton in 1883, leaving behind a wife, son, and dé{xgllte;}i;gl ) teg

' 2 € : er. Traine

tic relations
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e abroad.”

been back and
g here, everything is €x-
loyed. The gimall amount
am plan-
desperate sit-

said, “Let the old go pack home and rest. Let the young seek fortun

You were exactly right when you made that remark. I have
you have sent no money.* Prices are sky-rocketin
't have any income, since Iam unemp
h 1 had brought back from Gold Mountain is gone. I
ut there is no door to knock on. We are in a
uation. We cannot get along any more. My grandson—your son—is grow-
ing up and needs schooling. The (uition fee is much more than living
expenses. Your mother is approaching the age of SIXty. Her birthday is in
August. Of course you know the date. Are you going to express what a son
should for his mother on that day?

Send some mMoONey immediately to meet the
back whenever you can get a little fortune so
family’s reunion.

Your Father, Ing Du-hsieb.

Chen, “A Gold Dream in the Blu
ay Area, Oregon, 1870-1910,

pensive. I don
of money whic
ning to borrow b

urgent need at home. Come
that would bring about your

e Mountains: A Study of the Chinese

SOURCE!: Chiadlin
» Master’s thesis, Portland State

Immigrants in the John D
University, 1972, PP+ ! 41-68.
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Cunn, “Ing Hay, Healer,
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1988), pp- 57-61.

7988 (San Francisco: Chro

own herbal doctor in John Day, wh
familyi

— e
ne, he became a well-kn
he chose to neglect his

in traditional Chinese medict
£ 2. Itis unclear why

settled, died, and was buried in 195
4. Doc Hay's father returned to China in 1887.

China Doctor of John Day (Portland, Ore:

PART TWO

Life Under Exclusion, 19o4-194%

he €X( IHSI()Il yeaIS were mar ked by X aClal aIIC1 ClElSS sty lj(f 1 l] 1€ la] g(f]
SOClety as Well as S()Clal all(i p()huCal Upheavals Wldllll the Chlllese com-
I 1L y. (AOIldltIOI’lS fOI‘ the Chll’lese dld not lmpro\/e ullul &VOI ld Wal

11, when Chin i J
- encoumgeaclllilothzrlgnllted b.tates became allies and Chinese America:
S nd difea fasciI:m ‘[Cleéte in an all-American effort to defend demons
 Chinciein the Uni-tednéll then, the exclusion acts remained in forcz—
| et by discriminatory » t.a;es. had to endure not only the legal limitai
- };ae%lsfatlon but also racial prejudice as a daily fact
) oud enter %h nts found loopholes in the exclusionary laws b
e ]:ﬂcountry, efforts were made to enforce the ex}j
e inmisiation 1 gently at the ports of entry and to pass further re-
g n laws that barred Chinese wives from joining thei::rh;z-

s in America. Chi i i i
. adm;gz;ei;rrllrélggraUOn reach'ed its lowest point when only
0 Chem cxtonded th 7.C As one Chinese immigrant remarked in
e}éclusion, but it is not exclzsi(l)lrlln?ts ?siﬁlusmp Actindefinitely, “They
o ,itis ermination.”!
e nvg;v:é,ol;lefxsed t'o.be driven away or become passive vic-
o h;)u ts %Ohtlcal and economic conditions in China
circumvented t}%e restiiftii?tilllllifigf trl;l © Gwenuleth century, some
e . ration policies b i
- merc;ZEtEO;inS or coming posed as wives or chil}(]irsenrlluffgIl}nSg
s t(,) devevlsger(? legally allowed to enter the country. Aé a;
D e P a‘nd a small‘ native-born population slowl
’ orld War II, the Chinese population climbed mod}j

it Sing, cited in
! , M : i
o ary Roberts Coolidge, Chinese I'mmigration (New York: H
, : Henry

s
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restoring the Min .
. Constitgutional nffoerllgfego.r, Kang Youwei’s Baohuanghui, which adv
succeeded in OVEI‘Lhrowci 8 ?Hd Spn Yat-sen’s Tongmenghui which(;‘fat(lid
republicin 1911. They W:rge ﬁﬁ?;ni dynasty and establishing7 a democ?:tilz
. . ted, however, in thei
of Resistance again ,in their support of China’ .
million towardgch'suaparl from 1931 (0 1945, Contribggn hina's War
. inese war bonds and refugee relief. gmore than $25
rospect, the exclusio i
. 7 n years constitu : ;
nomic and i : ) ited a period of i :
iy Discrilgiorim.cal strlfe,. and social transformationpin the gi{solatlon, eco-
wen;: e a?o}rll remained virulent on the Pacific Coast ??SC ot
P of the professions and trades, segregated‘in’ :(:I;l &;e Chinese
ools and the-

éx

female ratio decreased from a high of 27:1
econd generation of Chinese Ameri-

bined with the growing numbers of
pulation outnumbered the

estly to 77,504 while the male
in 1890 (0 2.9:1 1N 1940 A so-called s
cans finally emerged, and when com
those claiming derivative citizenship, their total po
foreign-born population in 1940-
In the mainland and in Hawaii as well, the Chinese principally lived in ur-
ban areas where they concentrated in noncompetitive fields, working in eth-
nic enterprises in Chinatown, domestic service, of operat‘mg small laundries,

taurants, and grocery stores. Some men found seasonal employment in
worked in garment factories

res
agriculture or in canneries, while many women
and food-processing plants. Others moved to the Midwest or the South, Where aters, refused service in public pla '
of-the-way places, often serving as ing in white neighborhoods, anlcai sgfliiiinc; Prohl}aite.d from buying land, liv-
the community, merchant associations, %ra(getzzm V:;flr?;ig?m‘ ;Nithin
’ s fought over

all businesses in out-
ority” between the whi

te and black communities. Chi-

ffered such Chinese American dishes as chop suey,
s could be found in almost every state. A few
facturing, food processing,
s failed due to insufficient
mination. Although many

and retail employees, and

they established sm
the “middleman min
nese restaurants that o
chow mein, and fortune cookie
Chinese entrepreneurs (ried their hands atmant
shipping, and banking, but most of these venture
capital, managerial inexperience, and racial discri
Chinese in Hawail became skilled workers, office
rofessionals before World War 1I, these same opportunities would not open

up for Chinese on the mainland until after the war. In essence, formal seg-
regation and informal discrimination kept the Chinese in marginal areas of
the American economy and society.

Those with families here had an eco
could live on the business premises and family members worked without

wages, s0 that overhead remained low. Family and work life was thus closely
integrated and marked by strict discipline, long hours of toil, constant fru-
gality, and collective effort. However, compared to the nineteenth century,
marital relationships were more interdependent as wives not only bore th

responsibilities of running the household, raising the children, and mai

taining Chinese cultural practices but also worked alongside their husband
r their families.

nse of familial obligation and
ontinued to keep close economic and political tes

Chinese immigrants

their homeland. They were aware that the racial oppression and humiliatio

they suffered in America were due in part to China’s weak international s
tus and inability to protect its citizens abroad; thus, they focused
litical attention and energieson helping China become a sronger
modern country, even as they worked to change their unfavorable imagea
(reatment in America. Sizable amounts of money were sent to China 0 ]
port family and relatives, business enterprises, and educational institay
On the question of how to liberate China from foreign domination, the

seas Chinese were divided in their support of the Zhigongtang, which fa¥

control of the distributi .
 tirces, while poﬁzgglr; ;télt:i com@erc1d use of limited space and economi
{n an effort to establish soci 10ns disagreed over the political future of Clomlc
- fiants and social refora order, nurture business, and protect famil li'r;a'
T sehools, churches, ho mgrs established new institutions, includi 'c e"
i . ’ spitals, and newspapers, a : uding Chi-
gamzau ons like the Chinese Chamber of C » as well as Western-style or-
> ns’ Alliance (CACA), and the Chi ommerce, Chinese-American Cit-
closely with Protestant missi e Chinese YMCA and YWCA. They also worked
s and opium dens Sstlonalrly workers and law enforcers to eradicateor e
& andtimprove the » b%p t e bloody tong wars, educate women andprO'S-
Although unwelcomp;i ic (;mage of their community. chik
lier. Chinese workers Wa;; targeted by the American labor movement
i the 1g20sand 1 Oe encguraged to participate in boycotts and
unions, such as the N§§ S s the right to become members of m
it Workers' Union I(:ln;lll Marltlmg Union and International Ladiez’_'
inese Hand Laundry Allian ew York ity laundry workers organized the
;e thatdiscriminated agai;esLa gﬁiﬁ:: IS;JC Cgs'Sful(i]n OPPOSin:g alocal or-
San Francisco stayed on strike fo ndries. Chinese garment work-
tract from Joe Sh ) xetor10h days until they won a bet ;
reF‘rese{lting tgz?r%tzrlza-t lonz_ﬂ Dollar Stores. Inythe POHﬁCt:lr;rI:r?;
Sl heatings and suc s:is of .Lhe second generation, spoke up at con,
s and U.S: citizens to t::e ed m pr_oteC_ting the right of Chinese mer:
; f iiiinborn Chinel:gg their wives into the country, as well as the
J Us. citizenship, women to marry Chinese aliens without los-
ng of age in the 1g20s and
Cans experie 1930s, many second-generati ;
; Ame%qﬂ‘:}‘;fje?;ﬁlcllral cpnfhcts in attemptinggto foll(?\ir)rll)(():tihéis?
h educational attainrfluswms. Despite their ability to speak Englis;—
es confined to livin pent, and their Western outlook, they found
excluded from a;g;_i - egated quarters, wor king at low-payin
participation in mainstream society. Most Cgil}lﬂesi

nomic advantage, since the family

to provide fo
Chinese nationalism, mat

Qutof astrong s€
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drumming up su
pport for the war effort i ;
; L ort in China; : ;
ing on a communit , a; and Lim P.
shipping of scra :;};F lleét at the San Francisco waterfront to - repért-
Liangmo’s storypof hoir ;LO JaP?‘“ in 1938. Especially heartwarrﬁ;gte‘s[ ihe
the Chinese war song “M e got singer and actor Paul Robeson to i g b
Unlike PartTon t Ee 'arch of the Volunteers” to the American ;ltf)(l)‘duce
) nineteenth century, h - ublic.
to describe the wor : 1ury, here there is no scarci -
‘he exclusion eer)l(l_;, family, and social lives of Chinese Am:;j_‘:lty ofvoices
e Chinese irimilo . Included in this section are the firs thandlcans during
Jon Tim, who begcl”;ﬁts who came to the United States in the 1aC2C(t>OPI(l“tS o
.nd Helen Hong WOnO‘exjhs;vavC(iSl:ﬁél }l)roduce grower in centralgCalj‘.fo;i?f
) . (= rked alongside her h s 3 g
and laundry busi : . g er husband in h S
y nesses in the Midwest. In addition to their sto isrestaurant
ries, we have

by creating their own bicultural
ed to speak Chinese and observe

Americans accommodated discrimination
identity and lifestyle. Athome they contnu
Chinese customs, but in their social life outside, they were no different from
other Americans in going 0 the movies, attending parties and picnics, and
participating in sports and club activities, albeit in a segregated setting. To
circurnvent job discrimination, they resorted to working in Chinese-owned
businesses or setting up professional practices in Chinatown communities.
Encouraged by their parents and by political developments in China, some
opted to go to China for better job opportunities and to put their talents to
better use in the service of their ancestral homeland. With the advent of war
in China, however, most were forced to return to the United States.

o be a major turning point for Chinese Americans,

World War I1 proved t
providing them with unprecedemed opportunities o improve their s0Cio- an interview with ]
economic and political status and become full participants in an all-American (he observations O}AI:I;;ZI&Y Wong at the height of her career as an actr
war effort. Because of China’s allied relationship with the United States, styles of the second gene Wf)r k.er Pardee Lowe on the aspirations ancd 1?;8;
American attitudes toward the Chinese turned favorable. Touted as loyal sons Fung, the only Chingé o Pfj;uoy, and the unusual experiences of PFC E ife-
and daughters of Uncle Sam by the mass media, over 1 21,(039 Ch}ilnesle‘ Amei' War 1. We end this section ;{éﬁ?r;é?nbi_cag tured by the Japanese in Wicrl;g
worke the s ¥ \ alist Gilbert J .
in hipyards tary about the repeal of the Chinese EXClusi;ficltwos, S}faf castic commen-
, which many considered

d forces, thousands more
d Chinese women throughout the country did their

ing, pushing war bonds, and volunteering
duties. With the labor shortage, Chi-

a major turning point in Chinese American history,

icans served in the arme
and defense industries, an
parton the home front———fundrais

for Red Cross, USO, and civil defense
nese Americans were able to find jobs for the first time in private compa:

nies, civil service, and professional fields outside Chinatowns. In contrast,
after Japan attacked Pearl Harbor, Japanese Americanswere regarded as ‘en-
emy aliens,” stripped of their civil rights, and herded into concentration
camps, where many remained for the duration of the war. Then, in Decem-
ber 1949, asa goodwill gesture to China and to counter Japanese propaganda
in Asia, Congress repealed the Chinese Exclusion
nese an annual quota of 105. With repeal came the right for Chinese to b
come naturalized U.S. citizens. The exclusion era had finally come to an €n
As the Chinese population in the United States became more establishe
immigrants and the second generation began speaking up for themsel
and their community. Many of the documents in this section address i
of racial discrimination and exclusion: Ng Poon Chew and an anonym
Angel Island poet speaking out against the mistreatment of Chinese im
grants; CACA appearing before Congress to argue against a clause in the
migration Act of 1924 thatkept Chinese couples and families apart; thet
nese Hand Laundry Alliance in New York Chinatown declaring war onal
ordinance that unfairly discriminated against Chinese laundries; and
cal activist Happy Lim extolling revolutionary struggle on behalf of the
ing class. Joining them are the political voices of Chinese seeking to he
velop or defend their homeland: Chin Gee Hee asking for donations ¢
build a railroad in Taishan; the Chinese Women's Associatt

on in Ne




The Treatment of the

Exempt Classes of Chinese
in the U.S. (19o8)

Ng Poon Chew

In 1904 the Chinese Exclusion Act was extended indefinitely; but white laboy;, busi-
ness groups, and political demagogues were still not satisfied. As they clamored for
more stringent enforcement at the ports of entry, certain classes that had been exempt
from exclusion by treaty, namely, officials, teachers, students, merchants, and travel-
ers, fell victim lo harsh treatment at the hands of zealous immigration officials. Chi-
nese reaction to this abuse led to the 1905 boycott of American goods in China. A
noted Chinese leader and eloquent speaker, Ng Poon Chew, was sent by the Chinese Six
Companies on a speaking lour to explain the situation to Americans. Part of his efforts
was the publication of the following pamphlet on the unfair treatment of the exempt
asses.

_ A native of Taishan District in Guangdong Province, Ng Poon Chew imnigrated
) Gold Mountain in 1881 with high hopes of making his fortune. Instead, he con-
erted lo Christianily while studying English at a Presbyterian mission in San Jose,
ifornia, going on to graduate from the San Francisco Theological Seminary and
me an ordained minister in 1892. In 1900, he started the Chung Sai Yat Po
Y newspaper.

A popular lecturer on the Chautauqua and Lyceum circuits, Ng Poon Chew was
of the few educated Chinese Americans who could speak out effectively against anti-
se legislation and discriminatory practices. Well versed in law and politics, he
d liberally from leading politicians, including President Theodove Roosevelt, on
criminatory nature of the Exclusion Act, and argued thal its enforcement broke
provisions, damaged relations between the United States and China, and caused
lardships on the exempt classes. Although Ng did not go as far as to demand
the exclusion. laws, he did argue persuasively Jor upholding treaty obligations
ling a stop to the harassment of Chinese immigrants at U.S. borders.




. -
REATMENT OF THE EXEMPT CLASSES IIr

110 LIFE UNDER EXCLUSION

with vinegar, and t ;
sion Law%las bejndcl:liim (;h red bepper and at last with vitriol. The Exclu-
S ermination law. Th GChO_ut with such vigor that it has almost become an
reduced from 1 5o;ooo€;n 1?;%??0%(?;1(1;3;(11:}1111 the United States has been
y S ’ e present time.! i
2’:‘; t;’g’sl}éegr StI}I::C[? injustice anc'i wrong have%een heagfa ull)aléiilzﬁetkgs'e
e nowitis tir}ll'xe thatrvl;:ed States in the execution of its exclusion olicn-
B ronghly an rt is great nation should calmly review the wholfI:3 u e}’,
o realy, and at the evise tl}e law, so that it may come within the s icrlit S%
el tl’le e same gme fulfill the original intention of C . 3 ;
n of Chinese laborers, and th o ongress,
classes. . . . ; e admission of all other
In the year 1880 China and the United States si 2
S:lli{gl?;ig;" Ieletc(l) tgl iL:le suspension or limitation for a rigse(?ni‘r;: ;Zri:fi W? 1;h
O be United Stactg:tmry of Chinese laborers, both skilled and unsl?illt de-
o Erocly as theagre_ed that all other classes of Chinese should ed;
subjects of the most favored nati i come
treaty reads as follows: nation. Article I of the

Whenever in the opini
pinion of the Governm ' ;
of Chinese labor - ent of the United States the comi
e :;161”3 1to t’he United States, or their residence therein zfi"ommg
o o ect the interests of that country, or to endanger th’ eCct{s or
€ sald co . oy " the go -
ditof Chin;n;try or of any locality within the territory thereof, %h: GOr
Lt lixiit or gff:jes that the Government of the United State; m o
; suspend such coming or resi ay reg-
 prohibit it. The limitati g or residence, but may not ab
I;nly . Chinelsz ‘I:I}Ifutatlon or suspension shall be reasonableyand shasl;ﬂa:lteiy
Leing iludedin tlferlrilr% t%‘:_ to tte United States as laborers, other classespr}:o}t,
- ation. Legislation taken i . Chi
will be of such : : aken in regard to Chinese la
o Suspe‘; ;l;aracftf:r orfly as is necessary to enforce the regulationb(;irr? ]
- n of immigration, and immigrants shall L i
personal maltreatment or abuse. all not be subject to

Ng Poon Chew,
1g11. (Courtesy of
Philip P. Choy)

many people take it for

ntury of Chinese Exclusion,
¢ the Government of the

has become a fixed policy o
the vexed Chinese question is finally and permanently
concerned. The exclusion of Chinese labor:
licy with the United States, but the treatment
be until it is settled aright

After a quarter of a ce
granted that Exclusion
United States, and that
settled, as far as this country is
ers may have become a fixed po
of the exempt classes is not settled and will not

with justice to all.
The Chinese Exclusion Law, as now enacted and enfo
e treaty between this cou

1 of the letter and spirit of th
the original intention of Congress on the subje

the statute books in its present shape; 2
is carried out by methods such as are now in vogue, the Chinese questl
ntinue to be a yexatious one in the United States, as well as a fru
n America and China; and
mercial interests between

d Article II reads as follows:

inese subjects, i
o 3r fro, Xllet%}er.proceedmg to the United States as teachers, student;
S labore;xsl 1o}s11ty, together with their body and household’ servants’
- horen (;v ofale now in the United States, shall be allowed ti;
. i v rr\;vrrrll re.e. will and accord, and shall be accorded all the
: N unities and exemptions whi
ns and subjects of the most favored nagon whieh e accorded to the

rced, is in viola-

tio
and also in opposition to
As long as this law remains on

will co
ful source of irritation betwee

hinder the upbuilding of com
countries.

During twenty-five years the G
creased in stringency; as Senator [Georgel Hoar

gress, the United States enforced the exclusion

ording to the U.S
V .S. census, there i i
s io’ anfd e U8, ey were 105,465 Chinese in 1880, 107,488 in 18go
1 reference to [ja:m Angell’ |
- ‘es] gell’s Treaty of 1880, which mark d !
Bl y the Burlingame Treaty of 1868 by giving the U;?tedhs(?t:lg(: t(;f e
he he ex-

0 regulate Chi i

: A1 : N

1882 ese immigration. Soon after, Congress passed the Chinese Excl
; - Exclu-

hinese exclusion policy has steadil ‘
said on the floor of U

laws first with water,

;1
|
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limited number of Chinese he sh . .
Y the shores of the United States. A Chinese by the name of Wah Sang d
g was ad-

This treaty is still in force, and yet only a ver
other than laborers are now admitted, and by no means as freely as even the mitted to this country as a student in ¢
laborers of other nationalites. | | ' dent he was allowed to remain irlll Llllré LC};eol(?g}? and as long as he was a stu-
¢ classes of the Chinese—who course in theological training, and enterggifiob;tﬁ‘z?i:rg; efci)mplete;l his
n preaching

the Gospel to hi -
e was aﬁrestedlisnc’?:;tsl er;elz ll)l;iir Vil;ftzrliuesgice(si of Ctlhe Methodist Church,
uary, 1905, . L. and ordered de red i .
ihat}; p?e :Sc}i:i ;JSO;MI; i)uostammg the contention of the immigrp;jrotfldolfrfliFFb
g } rer, and therefore subject t . cials v
Exclusion Law. ject to the operation of the .
This exclusion by regulation, not justified by treati
ried much further ’ . y treaties or laws, h
students and ott}}llizlrss?na;;%;l ;;?zs ;I;i E‘Cf)tmflegience Chinese ?;:f:}?ai:
of admission, wit ' otec tates demands a certific: ’
Government’;fllctihorfntir;y[? e@onal details, signed by officials of Lhzeéllllli:: .
cured in proper form a ci“‘ed States; but when the certificate has been ssee
O re of being able to: tevt‘iry reqmrement has been met, the holder i;
- inune hin; . Oﬂen der Lh_e United States; for the immigration officials
iies For the practicn ?Fral.lljl an.d so%lletimes deport him on petty tech-
s applicant for de wu the immigration officials is to regard ever
e iprocecd 1o admission as a cheat, a liar, a rogue and a criminlly .
| be excluded, rat ;;?fﬁlne lfl}m V\{llh the aim in mind of seeing how Eé (
b inony y,ears o Can 9ﬁ finding out whether he is legally entitled to
i b sdimitted, thou helm c.ate has been no guarantee that its holder
L daran J’Xme lgh he TlghF be a great merchant or a student com-
In 1904 there ar;riverclicaz1 Enlversny_
L Siits Settlemei tt3 :;_ i)}i)iil ZfiISlatl: I;‘_rancijsfco a Chinese gentleman
s course at C 2 Universi tention of taking up a post- -
o :;sllliilzlli ItJhnulzzel sity, he being a graduate of orr)le cl;)f theg rgicel:t
sin Shanghai and Sin e as}ern States, and having taught English in col-
il b in his pg;glc: ehf::lvs::(:;a;yeags;fyet, on account of trifling
n shed on s >, ined for a long time at th L_
e pztllslseeraeli Sdg;k; 1r’1 San Francisco,* and ﬁnaglly deporttec(; @
n on June 1st, lggor frOm(f'rd <the steamer [vernia, which arrived at
King brothers and g};ei1~ L verp ool, were four Chinese students, the
ourse in the Universi sister, Miss T. King, who had completed a three
family in Sha : lve.rsu}’ of London. These four students wi :
nghai, and they were on thei _ ere‘of high
dat Boston and cross to C | eir way home, intending sim-
Theywere armed with anadz.l to take the Canadian train for Van-
passports signed by the American Ambassador,

The unwarranted limitation of the exemp
have a right to come€ under both treaties and laws—to a few persons of a

very few occupations, has come about chiefly through political agitation to
secure the votes of workingmen, and by the strong anti-Chinese prejudice
of immigration officers, who were themselves often representatives of labor
organizations. All Chinese, except laborers, had aright to come and go freely
under the treaty and even under the first restriction Jaw of 1882, and this
was acknowledged by both nations for eighteen years, although immigration
officials, in some instances, enlarged the definition of laborers as s0 1O in-
clude persons not technically of that class.
But in 1898 the Attorney General of the United States decided that the
true theory of the law was not that all Chinese who were not laborers could

come in, but that only those could come who were expressly named in the
aw itself was a violation of the treaty; but, in

law. If this were correct, the |
lear and originally accepted meaning of the

fact, this ruling violated the ¢
treaty and of the laws passed in execution of it. The American immigration
officials, however, made ita pretext for excluding all the Chinese they could,

even of the five classes named in the treaty. It appeared to be their ambition
to deny all Chinese admission, and any one admitted was regarded as a lost
case. The phrase “officials, teachers, students, merchants and travelers for
curiosity or pleasure was used in the treaty merely by way of illustration and
before 1898 had been generally so interpreted, but the Attorney General’s
decision gave opportunity for limiting even these classes still further.
From this time on the exempt classes of Chinese were limited by enlarg
ing the definition of laborers to include many who were not laborers, and
by narrowing the definitions of teacher, student and merchant so as to €x
clude many who were certainly of these classes. For instance, it was declarec

that a teacher was one who teaches the higher branches in a recognized in
stitution of learning; a student was one who pursues the higher branche
a recognized institution of learning, facilities for which are wanting in
own couniry ot in the country from which he came; 2 merchant was
who carried on business in a fixed place, in buying and selling, in his 0
name. If a merchant, who does a million dollars worth of business ayedr,

vests one dollarin a hotel or restaurant business orina manufacturing ¢

cern, in a mining venture of railroad enterprise, his status as a merchall
at once vitiated, and he s denie falready adm

d admission, OT deported i /
As a result Chinese traders, salesmern, clerks, buyers, bookkeepers, bank
accountants, managers, storekeepers, agents, cashiers, interpreters, phys
proprietors of restaurants and laundries, employers, actors, newspap
tors, and even preachers and missionaries of G

T

colonial na
me for
e Aigel Tilan (; ;\[’Inala-cca, Penang, and Singapore under British rule
; migrati - . .
meCISco were detained ;grll ation Station opened in 1910, Chinese immigrants arriv-
inspection a two-story shed at the Pacific Mail St ;
and clearance to land Steamship Company

hristianity, are exclude
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the Honorable Mr. Choate, who was their personal friend, certifying as to
their status and intention, yet they were held on board while the very low-
est and ignorant classes from southern Europe, that came in the steerage,
were freely permitted to Jand. They would have been shipped back to En-
gland had not some local American merchants interested themselves in the

ve hundred dollars each

case. After they were photographed and bond of fi
given, they were permitted to land and cross to Canada. All these inconve-
niences and humiliation were accorded them, simply because the immigra-

tion officials at that port contended that they found some technical defect

in their papers.
Furthermore, Chinese re
rassed by official regulations in going
wives and children, and in many ways ar
tions are never treated by the United States.
Jlies have been asked all sorts of questions in the €
migration officials which they would no
American ladies.” A boy of ten years of age, whos
merchant, arrived in San Francisco with his
tion the parents were admitted and the boy or
that he had trachoma,® although the American office
ture had given them a health certificate and althoug
the vessel testified that the ship’s doctor had examine
second cabin passengers without disinfecting his
Commerce and Labor refused to reverse the decisio
been a number of instances where Chinese merc
with their wives an

wives and children deported.
used for the identification of criminals i

sidents of the exempt classes are limited and ha-
to and from China, in bringing in their
e treated as the subjects of other na-
Ladies of highly respectable fam-
xaminations by the im-

have
a trip to China

have had their
For years the Bertillon System,

the United States, has also been
classes who wished to return.
the last few months because the Departme
the different Bureaus with sufficient men to operate it.

Although the Geary Law of 1893 (18921, which
nese laborers to obtain a certificate of residence and to be photograph

did not require the exempt classes nor their wives and children to obta

7 The system has only

on was still rampant in San TFrancisco at.the time, immigr

officials commonly treated each Chinese woman seeking admission as a potential pl'OSﬁf
6. Beginning in 1603, irachoma or conjunctivitis in the eye was considered danget!
contagious and grounds for denying admission.
7. Originally invented by French scientist Alphonse Bertillo
System relied on detailed measurements of different parts of the body to deter
a person. It was mainly applied to Chinese returning from a visit abroad.

5. Because Chinese prostitut

n in the 1880s; the B
mine the 4

¢ dare to mention in the hearing of
e father was a prominent
parents. After a long investiga-
dered deported on the ground
rs at the port of depar-
h Americans on board
d the eyes of all the
hands. The Secretary of
n of deportation. There
hants returning from k

d families have been allowed to land bu

used to identify departing Chinese of al
been abandoned durin

nt at Washington failed to suppl

required resident Ch
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certificate, the regulations of the immigrati
rest every Chi & . grz.ulon bureau require officials to ar-
merchan{, i cl;:rif (f?ur}lld \./v1.Lhout a cert}ﬁcate. Conseqlcllently an;laglslill(;eas]e
T on and did not ge[pd Cy;{zlf"it;vtv;z stsvll?agistcoumry at the time of regis-
Under these i ¢ toarrestand impriso .8
 arions ways, arteflzi?u()lns many qf the exempt classes have lfeen Egﬁn&'
o Lto enforce th Clyp aces and tl@es, by the immigration officials in th P
C ted.are putto e Chinese Exclusion Laws. The exempt classes llrlu -
by Un;ted gtates gg elztnf‘xpense and inconvenience before they are’rtzl:; ag
O asbington was held 1551onefrs. Oncet an attache of the Chinese Le atise
s, and ';’) it to much iuP Whﬂe_ traveling through Arizona on ofﬁciagl b o
& B orofthe De armlncom./eruen'ce and indignity before he was releausg
! ithout certiﬁcl::ues t}elnt at Washlrlxgton. In order to find some who m'si
- itrounded, and ;11 e V\{hole Chinese quarter in Denver and in B lg t
anGorn , and all Chinese found without certificates, w} ouen
ot,. were arrested and herded in close confi ’ W.lethe.r mer-
status was decided by the court. nfinement, until their
In 1904 the i .
Provincges4t0 mgll:eltzc}l{ }it;ttes sgnt a spec1.a¥ minister to China to invite the
promised heit veprovent ;s at the Loulsgna Purchase Exposition, and
L issued procl atives a most cordial welcome. The Viceroys (;f th
o mércharlljts andm;iltl.ons and many exhibits were prepared bu?:
smigration officials as iftthelr employees arrived they were treated b’y the
iy unlawfully, Some of the ey w?re laborers attempting to enter the coun-
|- China; others decir(_flle‘:lerll z tS(zorﬂsl;Eh offended that they returned at
i;}-led St. Louis were treated throughollotutlhir(;;l Ch_ll_la; afld those who
minals. position like Suspected
In thatyear 3 i :

. fro};n S}:lelg ; Z;rgf;d at ;he port of San Francisco four Chinese gen-
the other a delega’te frf)ilf tl‘:fehg;ﬁ(:ile f)ef Egﬁl'ibitors at the St Louis Fair
General Ass ot g X ina to attend the Pre .
ican ConsSImiglysng u}ffa%lo’ 11:] Y. Their papers were submitted S:;Yire

6% and the gentle Ii i, who passed upon them as being properly
ulties when they arri gﬂ were assured that they would meet with no
the immigration oﬂ;fialm San Francisco. But they were denied land-
56t of time the applicants the ground that their papers did not state
it Alefl ézar%is had held their respective professions be-

s coris were mad - They were held at the detention shed, whil

made by their friends, both white and Chines’e whz
H

€ Ge‘ﬂry Actof
. of i8ge R
Iaboters io Carrg aecifl.eéﬂﬁded th; Chinese Exclusion Act for ten years and required
3 ate of resid N . dis a uire:
ng the earl cal ence or be subjected .
y.1900s, poli RS jected to deportation.

s and jailed offey;(fecilslce' 3111(1 immigration officials routinely rai (l; ed Chir?ato .
993. Of the 294 Chi without warrant. One of the bestknown raid st

54 Chinese arrested, 45 were deported ds occurred in
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migration, th ) )
S tagtes , the largest number of Chinese found at any one time i S
-y was one hundred and fifty thousand Y me in the United
e question i ) A
Chinengho are SGEZEIZZV:OM the admission of laborers, but whether other
come under both 1 »

the same courtesi aw and treaty sh .

ations. They mustno 1 . rom
and examined as i onger be detained, phot

up a large nec a f they were suspectd ofcrme. Americans photographed

e ; . : i .
ihe United State‘ZItG the Orient, but they can scarcely expect torsi to bullfi
riondly treatment ;)verpment continues to sanction the illegal cceed if
he United Statel: e0 Chlr}ese‘ sul?jects. President Roosevelt hasg :l 'znd i
(ainly the Ameri xpects justice it must do justice to the Chine aid thatif
. the Chi cans cannot expect to obtain the trade of th =se, and cer-
ing the Chinese with discourtesy. . of the Orient by treat-

to the Chinese Legation;
fficials in San Francisco to
nse of more than one hun-
were permitted to leave
e “sweet air of lib-
cepted America’s

to the Department at Washington and
d by the jmmigration O
After incurring an expe

appealed
orders were finally receive

land these men on bonds.
dred and fifty dollars in perfecting their bonds, they
the shed and go on their way “rejoicing” and breathing th
erty.” This was the treatment they received when they ac
invitation to participate in the World’s Fair. . . -
It is well known that the discourteous treatment of merchants and stu-
dents by immigration officials was the principal cause of the boycott of Amer-
jcan products in Chinain 1905. Although this boycottwas shortly suppressed
by the Chinese Government, it was an expression of the bad feeling which

had arisen between the tWo countries because of violation of the treaty and
o there were nearly 200 Chi-

accumulated sense of injustice.'’ Thirty years ag
nese students in the United States pursuing their education; when they re-
ecame leaders of the people and reported that the ;(?LTRCEZ Ng Poon Chew, “The Treatment of the Exempt Cl ‘
tates: A Statement from the Chinese in America,” pa?np]ﬁist—ess(;iclv}:.l;ljcsfsicz dzel Unitsed
? , Claeng Sai

Yut Po, 1908,

turned to China they b
Americans were a friendly and honorable nation. But since the passage of
graduate have been

~ the Geary law especially, students of all grades except post-
ther countries, and when they return to China do not
d indigni-

excluded. Theygo too
United States; and those who have receive
ge their

speak favorably of the
ties in America have also returned home full of resentment, and ur

countrymen to resist the violation of the treaty. . -
Chinese laborers of all classes have been excluded from the United States

by mutual agreement, and the Chinese themselves are not now asking for
any change in this arrangeme

nt; but they do ask for as fair treatmentas other
nationalities receive in relation to the exempt classes. Since the first restric-
tion law was passed the United States has received as immigrants more than
two million Austro-Hungarians, two million Italians and a million and a half
Russians and Finns. Fach of these tota

1s is from five to seven times the whole
amount of Chinese immigration of all classes during thirty years of free im-
migration, seventy times the amount of immigration of the Chinese who were
notlaborers. Even if the number of the exempts under a just interpretation
of the treaty should rise L0 10,000 in one year, it Wou

1d still be less than one
one-hundredth of the total immigration to the United States in one year
here came o the U

During the fiscal year 1907 t nited States from Europ
1,280,000 immigrants; whereas, during the thirty years of free Chinese i
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at the urging of overseas Chinese, tens of thousands of ¢
aunched a boycott against American goo
Ng Poon Chew took a st
the Chinesein
gob, it did suece
eodore

10. In the summer of 1905
in more than twenty cities and towns in China 1
protest the abusive enforcement of the Chinese Exclusion Act.
stand in support of the hoycott and did his part to help fundraise among
ica. Although the boycott was suppressed by the Qing government in 1
decreasing the volume of American exports to China and influencing President Th
sevelt to issue an executive the Chinese jmmigration abuscs:

order to put a stop ©




