DETENTION IN THE WOODEN BUILDING

Detention in the
Wooden Building (191 0)

Angel Island in San Francisco Bay

ate Chinese and other Asians immigrating to the Uniled States.
For the next thirly years, until a fire destroyed the station in 1940, approximately
175,000 Chinese immigrants passed through Angel Island, where they were singled
out for long delentions and inlense cross-examinations lo prove their right lo enter
the country according to the Chinese Exclusion Act. A number of the Chinese detainees
left poems that they wrote or carved into the barrack walls, recording their journey to
America, their longing for families back home, and their oulrage and humiliation al

their mistreatment in the muk-uk (wooden building).
1 walls but sent by a Chinese de

The following poem Was nol written on the barrac
tainee to the Chinese World newspaper, where itwas published on March 16, 1910.
It is the earliest and longest exlanl poem expressing the Chinese response Lo their detain-
ment at Angel Island. Similar to other poems that have been found at Angel Island,
it was written in the classical style and ich with references to heroic figures who had
overcome adversity. Reflecting the strong feelings of Chinese nationalism at the time,
the newspaper exchorted its readers to help restore China’s wealth and glory and there
wipe out the humiliation suffered by the Chinese at Angel Island. Interestingly, fifle
lines that advocaled the overthrow of the Qing dynasty and restoration of Han Ch
nese rule were deleled from the poem, most Likely because the newspaper support

reform, rather than obliteration, of Qing rule.? A year later, the same poem in ils end

gration station was built at

In 1910 anew immi
expressly 10 accommod

One of many Chinese poems still visi :
Chris Huie) poems still visible at Angel Island today. (Photo by

appeared in the Xinning Magazi 1 ;
. gazine, which was intended | J
Tt Distr 5z . tended for the emigrant co -
> 3;7 qu;zmsmther? i)zcslmct. According to the editor’s note at the end of th?s ve'rsiozm;;:
o soj)t;:atz;h :y uz;o a;{lousi the sy@ﬁalhy and appreciation of the sons of 01)e;s;ai
, . ould not squander their fathers’ h :
e ' ) thers” hard-earned money. T

0 mm?r textua! differences between the two versions. We have ch Y mslate
and reprint the Xinning version here. osen to translate

¥y rrllcl)ngll toftten t}rlecalls Su Wu who, in maintaining his unyielding
yalty to the Han Dynasty, would rather endure the bitin
ds?low in the freezing frontier,’® i
the Ki . :
agzirlféxtltgh(;fsﬁiute wk;%,v in reminding himself to seek revenge
ate of
et eall hancior u, would sleep on firewood and lick the

During the We
stern Han dynasty, Su Wi 5
e e  § u (140-60 B.C.) was sent by the Chi )
. };,em.sli Xlﬂongnu, a nomadic people north of the Chinese CIII ire Dme'Se i there
i Wa, l;e refused to renounce his loyalty to the Han emperoiD Deined there
s " - M ] -
gn()miniouslyrzlgé fzf th; stati of Yue (in the present province of Zhejiang). In
i remrnztj t b)(; I&fmg Fucha’s armies from the state of Wu. Two cieca(dlrgsé}l Bt.C.
. o defeat Wu. Duri s 1 iod, ‘ P
0 uring Yue's recovery period, it was
B pt on firewood and tasted gall bladder in order o, due'ged o
T EL o er not to forget the bitterness

1. The Chinese World newspaper was founded as the weekly Mon Hing Boin 13
or Chinese Reform Party,

its English name, Chinese World, when thie Baohuanghui,

trol of the newspaper in 1899, It began publishing daily in 1901, and its Chinesc

changed to Sai Gui Yai Poin 1908.
2. The Manchus conquered G

overthrown by Sun Yat-sen’s Revolu

hing in 1644 and ruled as the Qing dynasty until thejf
tionary Partyin 1911.
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120 LIFE UNDER EXCLUSION

Our ancestors have met adversities;

They have overcome hardships;
Their trials and tribulations are duly reco

books.

gnized in the history

might before the barbarians,
within themselves—
Jong yet unfilled ambitions.

Showing their
Calming the anxiety
That would resolve my life
And yet,
My gener
Our lives have
We drift like tumbleweed in a
And suffer the fate of detention a

‘When we bade farewell to our village home,
We were in tears because of survival’s desperation.
When we arrived in the American territory,
We stared in vain at the vast ocean.
Our ship docked
And we were transferred to a
Ten 1i% from the city,
My feet stand on this lonely hill.
The muk-uk is three stories high,
Built as firmly as the Great Wall.
Room after room are but jails,
And the North Gate firmly locked.

ation is indeed unlucky;

been most unfortunate.

foreign country;
sin Youli.”

solitary island.

Here—
Several hundreds of my countrymen are like fish caught in a net;

Half a thousand Yellow Race are like birds trapped in a mesh.
As we lift our heads and look afar,
The barbarian reed pipes all the more
grief.

As we cock our ear and try to
The horses’ neighing further wors
e endure a meal of crackers an
ce and water;’

add to our anguish and

listen,
ens our solitude and sorrow.

During the day, w d cheese,
Just like Yan Hui eating ri

5. King Wen (ca. 12th century B.c.), founder of the Zhou st

because the last Shang king regarded him as 2
later defeated the Shang and established the Zhou dynasty.

6. One liis approximately one-third of a mile.
4. Yan Hui (521-490 B.C.), the poorest of Confucius’s disciples,

was content.

ate, was held captive at Yo

potential threat to his rule. His sony

ate very simply @

DETENTION IN THE WOODEN BUILDING

At nlghF, we wrap ourselves in a single blanket
Just llk.e Min Qian wearing clothes made of ’r h.8

We wa.sh in the morning in salty tidal water; o

We drink murky water to quench our thirst,U

In this newly open facility '

Neither land nor water is in harmony with u

Drinking the water makes many cough; S'

Eating the meal causes many to have S(;re thr

‘A hundred ailments come about; o

Our pain and sufferings are beyond words!

At time's the barbarians would become angry with us
They kick and punch us severely. ’
By chance, 1n their sudden cruel moment
They would point their guns at us. ’
'F}‘lliey ssruﬂng us like Prince Qin inspecting his soldiers;!?
ey tr aP us with schemes like Han Xin’s multiple 1 ,
encirclement.!! ple fevels of
llzr?@ers cannot share words, separated by faraway mountains;
e atxves. Cann(ot comfort each other, divided by the di ’
horizon.'? ’ sant
‘ Inside this room—
’ Ne.*xther Heaven nor Earth answers my cries
Qutside this prison '
i ?ﬁ:ireddbqus (;-lllirp in grief in the mournful woods
and animals run in fright am -
e g ong gloomy clouds
his is indeed living wit
his is g with nature, ami s
e dst trees, rocks, deer, and

s{ Heaven!
desolate is this sight

Min Zigian (536-48 i
e 1(15 ﬁ,e W:S ;Olzs,), So}l; Min Sun, a disciple of Confucius, was treated cruelly b
- g. She used to clothe him in rushes, which failed to keep);u}é
At the tim, i i
e, the i ati i i
L Whi::r;n:tgl ation §tat10n did not have any freshwater tanks. Drinkin;
o Ste(;r’x; C[l)tomt; cogtamed traces of fecal contamination (lettegr‘;fg:
.C. 0 the Cominissioner General i
al of Immigration, D
2 , December

)

Shir nin was: a genera before he became the second emperor o € lan ynasty
Sh ra for d f the 1 d t
)- I g

Xin (d 196 t:

190 B.C.) w i YW \i Vi Q. <
. ) a5 an unpor ant gcneral ho served the first emperor f th
1ese detainees Wi Wi Vi O
V . o €It Nno isi X

. t allowed visitors for fear of collusion before the immigra

Kin




122 LIFE UNDER EXCLUSION

It is disheartening indeed.
Sorrow and hardship have led me to this place;
What more can [ say about life?
Worse yet,
A healthy person would become ill after repeated medical
examinations;
A private inspection would render a clothed person naked.
Let me ask you, the barbarians:
Why are you treating us in such extreme?
I grieve for my fellow countrymer;
There is really nothing we can do!

All the tall bamboo from Zhongnan Mountain cannot inscribe
our words of frustration. 8
All the water in the Eastern Sea will not cleanse our sense of
humiliation.
Perhaps, we can be—
Like Emperor Min of Jin who didn’t reject the shame of wearing
a blue garb and serving wine,'*
Like Li Ling who pounded his chest in agony for his Han army
surrendering to the Huns."
Our ancestors have encountered such misfortune—
Why does our present generation endure the same?
In a moment of desperation,
What more can one say?
In waiting with concealed weapons for the right moment (o
arrive—
1t is nothing but pure fantasy.

Alas,
Such tyranny of the White Race!
Such tragedy of the Yellow Souls!
Like a homeless dog forced into a confining cage,
Like a trapped pig held in a bamboo cage,
Our spirits are lost in this wintry prison;
We are worse than horses and cattle.

13. This idea is taken from a proverb, which alludes to crimes so NUIMErous they Wb
fit on slips made from all the bamboo in the Zhongnan Mountains. The ancient Chinese 0!

wrote on bamboo slips.

14. InAD. 3 16 Emperor Min of the Jin dynasty was captured by the Kiongnu and for
to perform such humiliating acts as serving wine to the victors.

1p. LiLing (d. 74 5.c.), a Han general, led an army of foot soldiers against the Kol
After fighting against great odds, he was forced to surrender.

DETENTION IN THE WOODEN BUILDING

Qur tears shed on an icy day,
We are less than the birds and fowls.

In my exile to the ocean’s end,
1 have found enjo [ i
b it joyment in reading newspapers.
My old country, my native soil—
Split apart like pea pods
Cut up like melons.
1 mourn that
My motherland, my native culture—
Swallowed by wolves,
Digested by the tigers.

It is my wish:

someone like Chen She will drop the ploughs on the field,'
Someone like Tian Heng will raise the righteous banner,!”
And pick up the weapons— ’
Leveling the State of Qin,

Wiping out the State of Wu.

Just take a look at China today:
We the Han people must take over.
therwise—
‘e will be butchered;
will be enslaved,
will be subjugated.

creisadi :
re is a difference between the true ruler and the imposter.‘8
' can we bear witness:

t hundred million Chi .
aone ion Chinese people, again, enslaved by other

Chen She (d
- . 208 B.C. 5t lare
gainst the(Qin im ec") 1led the first h.r ge-scale peasant rebellion recorded in Chinese
fo Several tens fIt)hIm government in 209 B.c. His forces soon expanded from nine
of thousands as he proclaimed himself a royal sovereign. However, h é

ted by a Qin arm
- army and subse assi : . .
e quently assassinated by his chariot driver, who chose to

an Heng (d.
to the Qiri enﬁ;Oin: 'Sr') . a‘descendant of the nobility in the state of (i that was ab-
iers of Qi ,’ng re‘.ml?wwg the end of the Qin dynasty, he and his cousin led many
£ Wit e Branned to reestablish the state of Qi. However, he was defeated by the
10 Luoyan g whle(:-e ;01113‘1«161(‘;3 ;0 an island. Soon afterward, the Han emperor Zum
¥ e ki i . i -
ot siiicide. ed himself. When his followers on the island heard the

Is a critique i Ve
of ¥ i
q the inept rule of the Qing government in power at the time
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Five thousand years of civilization, like in India, obliterated?'”
We feel grievious,

How can we suppress o

Xinning Zazhi 28 (1911 ): 7678, Transk

ur cries?

Letter Asking for Su
| . pport to
Build the Sunning Railroad (1911)

SOURCE! ator: Marlon K. Hom.

OTHER REFERENCES

Genny Lim, and Judy Yung, Island: Poetry and History of Chinese Immi-
1940 (San Francisco: HOC-DOI, 1g80).

Chin Gee Hee

Him Mark Lai,
granis on Angel Island, 1910~

In 1911, when the following letter was written to th } 3
b wri ¢ Chinese Six Companies for hel,
e iha:ez ;:?si :ZZ:}@,{, tzll ﬁom{bletmg a railroad line in Sunning{ mﬁf%ﬁfﬁﬁ;
L L num,ig L;lz "u,smal and commercial prosperity to the region. It 1;)a;
o —— lreb in Seattle, Washington, where Chin had become a suc-
e hac,l "o Va or contractor. A native of Taishan, home province of nL(;st
e ngraffd to America, he had hoped that the Sunning railr
= portation and trade within Taishan and event S
regtézlto Z): /r;;t of China, Southeast Asia, and Europe culually comnectthe
in Gee i . Vi .

L ;;Z;;ZS:Z:: Itn Ij,la"ngvmez Village in 1844. Although he came from a
L e fona s y/ 0 ;ngmte to the United States as a young man. Settlin
er mill before n;ovz'n,g z:nb.rlgr;} ltgo g:f:telf (zzjhjrlalborjxéa;mdgm; o o lumg-

= , ttle, where he started the Quong Tuck Cor
érglzzzi ;;()’:e ;Zc;th;eg”m’.lted laborers for the railroads. As a lag)r coizzggf 2%&:3’-
o e s st st Wihington, Ths, e o 4 o
f n Washington. Thus, ] 7
é };nj;;rzc;néeh (Z{: ng;;ie;;etmmj;ortation lo the defelopment O;Iélc;il:: o pndatand
o G e U];m?:z ed the Sunning Rgilroad Company with fellow Tar-
o i n were succ'essful in raising $1.4 million by selling
A mmmgile(:s ?]L%nese in North America, Australia, Singapm‘eb
Wit .he ,',mn"; (‘zlzsh;m to oversee construction of the railroad 11;
| iy GO;WW at é ged to lay thzrty-—o.ne miles of tracks, linking Doushan
L Se;,"o,,;ﬁ. agt of $2 Vi mzllzon. Needing another $1. 3 million
st ,Com om Gongyt to Jiangmen, he sent the following letter of
A panies in San Francisco.

eign powers, Chinese patriots

i trymen b Mpa 3 .
le to alert their country panyis undertaking the construction of the Jiangmen extensi
xtension of

1g. During this period when China was threatened by for
ning Railroad
- Survey work began during the eleventh lunar month

used India, which was then ruled by the British, as an examp.
threat of foreign aggression against China’s sovereignty.

Iz25
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ORT TO BUILD THE SUNNING RAILROAD 127

126 LIFE UNDER EXCLUSION
$1.2 or $1.8 million i
3 on is needed. The stock offering this time, which began i

J in

the eighth lunar month last year, onl " .
and thatinclud. ~of- > only netted slightly more than $30

e money is d :Scllo (e);lattgf It)own sales. The shortfallis quite large anj’ gulcr) f eoe(i{
e Sunning Railroad . Previously when we sold shares to raise capital for
e reason for th ) We amassgd over $2 million in a few months. What i
e e earlier enthusiasm and the current apathy? I - vhatls
;)Susfiilclztslssz ;133 oYeLseas Chinese are unfamiliar with Chinal’)s way.ofwon(ci1 e 1'f .

oht . [

oy mischief mr:;ll(Z rst f;ivgl been deceived by false rumors, or }b]eerclolleldl::sttllzg
potential sharehold,er ) asga consequence, a lot of misgivings are keepi .
oy, who is in char Z agslfaz;.l Thatyvould indeed be most unfortunate Ylglunrgs
and, without the nec%ssa ’e Pro‘]?Ct’. has taken on a heavy respons‘ibiht
ot produce a meal for thrylc‘lpual"ls lllie the proverbial good wife who ¢ )
Ko for 2 i me aFk ofrice. Earlier this month ! traveled to Ho?-
i leaders statio dg' eﬁtlflg..Fortttnately, the various [Taishanese] b :
at stake and who lee In or visiing Hong Kong, who understood w;] t s
§ o In o e dzrt; ti,lte}ze(sited in the public good, each offered a ljarzv 2’81"
uistion materials Zoulcei ba pledges of over $100,000. Once again con
o the railroad project, f e Purchased. This was a favorable develo men;
.y don Wlt]h ar,l or which Iam ?ternally grateful. However, the Elone
L evad at, e a%reed—upon interest rate of 8 percent per monthy
i into shar oL one year. Those who would like to convert th ir
‘ es can do so if they wish. Other ways of securing loans lz:nd ::)r

Chin Gee Hee at
work in Seattle,

Washington.
(University of liciting contributions would invari :
Washington | b i enthusiast invariably involve all kinds of complications. That
Libraries, Special piece of perfect j dS ¢ response by our Taishan compatriots is rare i'k a
Conections’ ?ﬁrfect \I/)ve Stll Ja e Ho.wever’_ ths iS a Stopga’p measure alld b no el
- n-leet ill need to‘ intensify our efforts in getting enou hysh IT;fans
our goal of $1.2 or $1.g million. Only then can WE:Q; restzrseszu;)ég—

A. Curtis 1281)
I am hereb ing t
hereby forwarding to you the agreement reached in Hong Kong to
(=] =

= made avai i
an lvr?éiizlli foar puphc perusal, and to be sent to other associations
L funga : §§r10u§ plea to all you gentlemen to publicize in thé
iy ai::f elffot;ts for this present project to extend the Sun-
ek forwag;d an;il}rll 1 e hope that our overseas clansmen will be
o o i elp. EV(.eryone knows the benefits the railroad
" iy brl y the misunderstandings so that everyone will
g e difficult to build a mountain from earth, and
reams. Our problem lies in our lack of leadership t;)i?is—

dupto Fenshuijiang, and, in an
£ Xinhui. Tracks are current

e stretch from Gongyi to the Niuwan coast i
vehicles. The Xinhui Gity segment will probab

s over or by next spring. As for the segment {10

d Baishi, the plan is to begin survey and testin]

The entire line will be:cot
f the pth lunar month]' n€

date foundation has been lai
will reach the city 0

of last year. To
other seven miles or s0, W€
laid up to Dawang City. Th
ready open 0 construction
be finished before the year i
Xinhui City to Jiangmen an
at the beginning of the seventh lunar month.
pleted around the Duanwu Festival [5th day ©

year and open for trains.
However, the whole extension m

and U timors had been spreadi
. eading among th ;
ral environing P & g the local Taishanese that the railr
poor mana;:rtlzl’;(tl the people’s livelihood. In addition, Chin (}éelé::iwg Eld har}n
3 tovever he ;1 ! (r;md not lfe'epmg his word to rely only on Cﬁines e ca ai tal iell])a.“-
ad not anticipated the hefty bribes he had had to Paypgove o build
< rnment

I permission to bui
obuildand r i
£ banks. un the railroad; as a result, he had been forced to borrow

easures eighty to ninety miles,

s rooted in fertility rites to ensure
on boat races and offerings of

nowned poet and patriot Qu

1. Also known as the Dragon Boat Festival, the day
dant rainfail in South China and is celebrated with drag
(rice wrapped in bamboo leaves) in honor of China’s re
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pel the existing misconceptions. My company has proposed that as soon as
we raise $4 million, the old shares from the Sunning Railroad included, we
will stop issuing any more stocks. We hope that you gentlemen will do your
best to help advance this project and persuade your clansmen to buy shares
now so as to avoid disappointment when they are no longer available.

We wish you gentlemen at the Chinese Six Companies good health and

.Admission of Wives of American
Citizens of Oriental Ancestry (1926)

success.
Chinese-American Citizens’ Alliance

Your humble servant,

Chin Gee Hee
Tenth day of the sixth lunar month [1911]

Six Companies responded by en-
Chinese to invest in the Sunning Railroad. The railroad, totaling
eighty-two miles and costing $4.8 million, was completed in 1920 Although it did
shorten traveling time and lowered shipping costs, it failed to bring prosperity to Tai-
shan. Throughout the 19205 plagued by bandits, unpredictable

foreign markets, political wars, was unable to raise
the mecessary funds or political suppor Railroad to China’s
other railroad lines, and thereby realize n into @ com:
mercial center. Moreover, in 192 6 the Nation
management dispues in the company as a pre

and took over control of the railroad. The ouste
down and died in his birthplace, Langmei Village, i 1929. A decade later, with the

onsel of war, the Chinese government ordered all local railroads, including the Sun-
ning Railroad, be dismantled to stop the advancement of Japanese troops. It was never
rebuilt, but in 1984, a statue of Chin Gee Hee was restored in the town square of Tai-
shan City to commemorate a native son’s loyalty and contribution 10 his homeland.

n Gee Hee’s letter, the Chinese

After receiving Chi
couraging overseas

the operation was

and extortion. In the end, Chin
+ to connect the Sunning
his dream of transforming Taisha
alist regime in Guangzhou, using labor-
texc, ousted Chin from the management
d Chin su]fe’red a pm'tial mental break:

In response to growing nativism and anti-Japanese agitati
i , : agitation, Congress passed the Im-
Clug; . “ung; :{; ; bglj :;l 7;‘1/50 knqwn as the National Origins Act,gi: wajs) aime(ihzftIeZ—
. Citizmn;zgmnts, namely Southern and Eastern Europeans and ;zll
i i zens hip—a categ.ozry that applied only to those of Asian d
e alien wives of both U.S. citizens and merchants who had [)miiousle;cl‘f;;

admitted into the United States were deemed “undest ’
o iled St eTe G indesirables.” Not only were Chii
;2?;:22% Z gi:j;&i tt;:;z; Z'Zf;;ﬁ ::eres in mem’ca becquse of the skewe% sex :‘acti(j)tgfzs;
:oUezlriabcly }hfzd wives in China 14)01:(115 ijotgliﬁ,fé';eiﬁz?eijg ;Zrdt;:)elj;itgs’ utmow those
Upse Ur { | dth
‘Eoijt ‘ g 7;,‘ Kj[ ;;n :;f Ievints,tZLeSChmese community challenged the new restrictions
e nm,m: Zzef?’ Cie" up'lremei Court ruled that Chinese alien wives and
- oA, ] rungs.e merchants would be allowed into the countr
e Lé?;tf(lll citizens would be excluded. This decision was pa%—
il w(.w és/;ablzz7ejleté7nemcan Cjitizens’Allimzce&( CACA), a fraternal
e ;;C Am '189 5 {fo improve the sociopolitical status of the
e s andalrgued in the following pamphlet, all men,.Cluﬁ-
o A egal right to the companionship of wives. More-
o at?f'nerc ants have more rights than U.S. citizens of Chi-
i b’y oointin ;:Z)}tzd to put to 'rest. the question of assimilability of
U gA CA’L ences of Americanization among their second-
i aiion w; ’eﬁ‘mts, Conlgfess amended the law in June 1930
. ‘May 5 Cong 1t s 17 tes of US citizens, but only those who were mar-
e 1o Lmtz'l after World War II, with the passage o
o] gration of Chinese women i ; ; )
. z‘.lct of 1965t eeers o o o wen increased; and not until the
i iy maed an equal par that sex parity among

s bian [A history of the Chinese in the United
Wenhua Shiye Gufen Youxian Gongsi, 1981);

soURrCcE: Liu Pei Chi, Meiguo I Tuaqiao shi,
States of America, vyol. 2] (Taipei: Liming
pp- 266-67. Transtator: Ellen Yeung.

OTHER REFERENCES
Lucie Cheng, Yuzun Liu, and Dehu «Chinese Emigration: The Sunning Ra
road and the Development of Toisan,” Amerasi Journal 9, 8O- 1 (1982): 59~
Madeline Hsu, Dreaming of Gold, Dreaming of Home: Transnationalism and Migration
¢ United Stales and South Ghina, 1882—-1943 (Stanford: Stanford Univer

aZheng,

fween th

Press, 2000).
Willard Jue, “Chin Gee Hee, Chinese Pioneer Entrepreneur in Seattle
The Annals of the Chinest Historical Society of the Pacific Northwest, 1983, pp- 31
Ruthanne Lum McCunn, “Chin Gee-hee, Railroad Baron,” in Chinese Americall
traits: Personal Histories, 18281 988 (San Francisco: Chronicle Books, 1988);

47-55-
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Hospital because of a stroke. On March 8, at three o’clock in the afternoon,
she passed away peacefully, holding onto my hands. She was seventy-seven.
1 had many sleepless nights after she passed away. In our fifty years to-
gether, itwas my wife who constantly encouraged me to move up- Sometimes
because of financial problems, I would become s0 frustrated that for no rea-
son I would yell at her just t0 vent my frustration. She would take all that
abuse with a smile. I remember one Saturday when I came home earlier than
usual. When I entered the house, I saw her holding a duster, about to pun-
ish one of the children. When she saw me walk in, she stopped, turned to
me with a smile, and fetched me my slippers instead. I felt so bad that she
had to keep up with disciplining the children and with making me happy at
home. ButI have thought it over. Had 1 died before her, she would have had
4 more miserable time than I am having now. With that thought, I feel a bit
more relieved and can close my €yes to sleep.
During the spring and autumn festivals, 1 get some flowers and go to the
cemetery; I wipe her tombstone clean with a white handkerchief and talk to
her: “Wait for me, I am coming. We will be together again in our next life.”

d Mountain Man's Memoir,” Chinese America: History

source: Gong Yuen Tim, “A Gok
Translator: Marlon K. Hom.

and Perspectives, 1992, PP- 211-87.

OTHER REFERENCE

Him Mark Lai, “Chinese Regional Solidarity: The Hua Xian (Fa Yuen) Community,
in Becoming Chinese American: A History of Communities and Institutions (Walnu

Creek, Calif.: Alta Mira Press, 2004), PP 143-70.

“I
~ T'was the only
Chinese woman in town”

Reminiscences of a Gold Mountain Woman (1982 )

Helen Hong Wong

The voices of Gold Mo ;
e int{:r . ;}ZZZZZ[ u')omen are ﬁnally entering the public record. Judy Yus
S onen in America, A pe;i ’Zg W(;«ng in 1982 while researching the hz’ﬁo@if lC[Zg
; g e and spry woman y -
gTa;t:d to_l‘he United States as a merclmn?t)’s wife inojisge;jf‘fn%fowy ears, Wong immii-
spoke quite openl : ; S - During the i 4
lg’e z'nqthe Mfdw e);iabOIut ﬁm detention experience at Angel Islan dg hl:r 7};”6; view fhe
struggles raisin, , where she was often the only Chinese woman in ¢ ardorking
never realized hf aGf alglfig o four children during the depression year (j‘iul?;l o e
4 7 (G0 y . . “ S. A
ountain dream of a life of wealth and leisure, she Zzetfehrtslf;e
! .

lﬁ ” t i F 1: l ‘ 4 7
,; essf undf 225 (1 T (Y 'y ﬁl’””’ y, and COm"nuni y (4] lg Wlad h h
Z (43 k12 ment 1 LEY Wov 1y. 7 2 e ney ome Z’]l

i 'g / Zb away tn 2001 at thg ¥ A 9 H £
y [ARY W y ne .
itk g f’
( hzca 0, 1[)’Le76 she ed age of 1t y'Oﬂe ers 07y 5 one Of

’ f ﬁ st y FA l ]\1 1 . . .

p TS W /’L(Z f f € 5 ese i zgulnts
e jew:J1rs eYSON ACCoU we ve oy Lifein th: Zd’(UES't wnere (:nln 1
uC}l as 126) llu&bmld went to start 5'/7I(le busl7l€s;e§ m ine IS’)zOS. ’ "

A HARD LIFE IN CHINA

as born in Hom Gong Village i i Di
i ge in Sunwui District [in 1 ’
L Chi r??;zlnfgtglzr I(J)wned ahemp business in the near?);)?(]);vi\l/l Zf‘?\?‘mg
L hesandth ums were feuding and we were caught in the agl
s [grandm(;thervs] Ese was burn't down in a fire and we had to run 1’tm 0
L sding e olrne in Ngul Hoi. We didn’t have much mone ot
0 1: othes in some large baskets—the kind withyguSt
e E)O : rou’gh to carry things—and had some hired h s
. Jo pol’s. I'was only eight months old and my broiﬁgi
ter four idi
o Wh}‘::laﬁs V::Shld1ng there, we went to Gong Moon [a seaport
O slfzven we moved to Hong Kong. We had a }Ilja "rl ]l'tO
ork for women or children. My father worked at1 ; ﬁlf
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Helen Hong Wong in
Hong Kong, 1928.
(Courtesy of Helen

Hong Wong)

could only afford

father, mother, brother, and me. Th;
mother wash clothes, cook me

SO we
niture store. He only made a few dollars 2 day,

rent one room for the four of us—my

' I had to help my ook e
Calzlle I:lryylza?;)j\f)t;g/lsyobrother gottogo to school and he eventually
and car .

ir oth
j i C te girls, butmy m
i 1st starting to educa e
: r at sixteen. They were jt toec s
. carper’xtiet me go to school. There was no time find no Tls] t(})' betp s
o o Wgould have bought some s Rt [slaveg1h Lo e
e . . 14 a

A mc(l)' neyél‘"v we would make rattan chairs. Smcc? my mo:3 ne gt
Aﬂc(ler mlgn”t go out, I had to do all the shopping as well.
and cou .

time to play, hardly any time to sleep.

y i i d and
€ >al ()1(1 Llnul I g t mar 11 l_left
I 11Ve(1 n Ii()Ilg K()Ilg f] QI SEV n years O .

rriage O

us. My father knew this friend. He w&

! ed ma
America. It wasn’t an arrang
my old man [husband] introduced
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gamsacmhaak [Gold Mountain man] and had a restaurant business in Fort
Wayne, Indiana. He sold it to a cousin for $20,000 and returned to China.
But he spent a lot of money coming back. Bought a house in Hong Kong
for a few thousand Hong Kong dollars. Got sick and had to pay medical bills.
Spent all his money. Then they needed him to go back to help with the fail-
ing restaurant business, so we left soon after we were married.

DETAINED AT ANGEL ISLAND

Where we lived in Hong Kong we could see the harbor where many.of the
big ships docked. Every time we heard the tooting of the ship, we would watch
all the gamsaanpoh [Gold Mountain women] get off the ship, wearing all their
jewelry and followed by their mui nui. We would dream about going to Gold
Mountain. So when I had the chance to make the trip, I was overjoyed.

We [she and her husband] came together on the ship. It took twenty-one
days. L wasn’t seasick at all. Ate six mealsa day—breakfast in our room at six,
asecond breakfast in the dining room at eight, lunch at twelve, tea at three,
dinner at six, and evening snack at nine. It was a Japanese ship. We had sec-
ond-class tickets, so we were allowed to go on deck. There were many Chi-
nese but most were in steerage. :

When we got to San Francisco, they were originally going to interrogate

_ us on the ship. But it was a Saturday, so we had to go to Angel Island.? He

[husband] stayed in the men’s barracks with his friend’s son while I stayed
n the women’s barracks. Both he and the boy answered wrong. They were
very strict then and we had not prepared for the interrogation.® They asked
all kinds of questions, about the type of stove we used in the village, how
any tiles on the floor, even how many steps in the stairs. I had lived in Hong
ng all those years and didn’t remember anything about the village. They
ked where you lived, where is the kitchen, and your lineage going back
nerations. How could anyone remember all that?
I answered wrong and they would not let me land. So we had to appeal
€ case. ] was stuck there from the beginning of October to the beginning
anuary the next year. I still remember the Jesus woman* bringing us each

Accorditig to her daughter, Nellie Leong, there was a big age difference. Helen Hong
was eighteen, while her husband was in his fifties.
Between 1g10and 1 940 newly arrived Chinese immigrants were processed at the Angel
 Immigration Station in San Francisco Bay, where they were locked tp for weeks and some-
1o1iths and subjected to intense cross-examinations to prove theirright to enter the country.
In anticipation of the interrogation, most Chinese imumigrants memorized coaching books
ad been sent to them by relatives in America. The books provided questions and answers
e's family background that immigration inspectors might ask,
caconess Katharine Maurer (1881-1962) was appointed by the Méthodist Episcopal
1912 to administer to the needs of immigrants at Angel Island.
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a parcel at Christmas: cloth, toothbrush, towel, and other toiletries. There
was a woman from Heungshan [District] who had to stay here for three years
with her son and daughter. Her husband made the mistake of mentioning
his first wife’s name. When she saw the Christmas tree again, she said she
had seen it three times. Three times, can you imagine that?®
The women’s barracks was one big room with three tiers of beds. We only
used the bottom two tiers. Young children generally stayed with the mothers
and slept in the bottom bed. Everyone got along. There were people from
Sunwui, Heungshan, Sunning [Districts]. There were very few women then,
but there was always someone coming or going.“ Every ship always had a few
that failed the interrogation. We weren't allowed visitors. Couldn’t talk to any-
one or receive any mail or packages directly. Theywere afraid of coaching notes
being sneaked in. Every time we went to the big dining hall to eat, a foreign
woman would stand by the door to watch, afraid that the [Chinese] kitchen
staff might sneak you coaching notes. The kitchen staff was known to hide
coaching notes under the plates of food. Ifyouweren't caught, youwould take
the note upstairs and read itin the bathroom. Thenyou would light a match,
burn it, and flush it away. I never received any coaching notes, butIsaw others.
[About the food,] there was a long table with two dishes of food, one at
each end of the table. Do you know what it was? Pork steamed with gum jum
[a vegetable] in 2 basin. Or bok choy and pork in soup. People could add
their own dishes. Fried ham and eggs cost twenty-five cents. Or your friends
might send some canned fish or food down [from San Francisco].
We could stay in the breezeway [sitting area adjacent to the sleeping areal

The younger ones could play ball outside. We really couldn’t o anywhere. -

Besides, we had to be available in case they phoned to call us to go down
stairs for the interrogation. The Jesus woman was willing i
us. L had her buy me some material so I could do some sewing by hand. Tim
passed quickly. We had our meals every day. Then we would watch the peopl
play outside. We just had to wait to hear when we would be landed.
[About the poems On the walls,] not many. But people said the perso
who wrote one of the poems in the bathroom committed suicide.” What di
we know? At that time, only one out of ten knew how to read. There we
always people arriving and leaving. Those who answered right could go

jese immigrants at Angel Island was two to three weeks. Th
s through administrative chanti
ec or [0

5. The average stay for Chir
who failed the interrogation and chose 10 appeal their case
in Washington, D.C., usually had to stay locked up at Angel Island for another thr
months, For those whose €ases went through the court system, their stays could be prololy

up to two years.
6. There were anywhere between 200 and goo Chinese men and g0 to 50 Chinese wo

at Angel Island at any one time.
7. To vent their frustrations and express their feelings of loneliness, angen and ht

tion, Chinese immigrants wrote poetry on the barrack walls. Unfortunately, the administta
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the city; those who

e ,W ose v Shearﬁsxgered wrong couldn’t. Some stayed years, like th

O e e h ad seen the Christmas tree three times Dl’ll"i ) .

O vory sad b , there was a woman who got deported. Tha't wa - L'he
ause so much money had already been spent eonsd

ent.

A t 2 L
f &Y eLen ng g 1 uA ia, S} S (lye ZU'. (2 lusba d Z‘” Sa?l
H l Y HO [/[/0)’] was (lllo'(((d to tand 1€ st d 12 }[,127 } T 2

Francisco for one week at i T
cek at a cousin’s home. Then th a trai h
. . , they took a trai jcago, stayed
there for one week, and went to live in Fort Wayne I'ndv'ana pros to Cicago, siape

{ 'y Ty .

LIFE DURING THE GREAT DEPRESSION

When you heard people talk in China
. , you wanted to

jvcot;aelg i:;l rl;\(;iiiz‘/\};;)unzs;ally wouldn’t like it. There wsyr()enzfz;f lfletv:v léin e
hbs nd two laun}:jlr‘ en. Just a few dozen Chinese in town, two m,ese
min [Chicago] G 11es run by bachelors. I was the only Chin’ese r estflu_
& Restaurangt e hinatown, when we lived at this hotel above tVIZO%dQ-
walk by. No one for aweel, IWOTﬂd look out and never see a Chinese o

We lived upstair b to socialize with, I felt lonely. o
f potat(fes CStd ove the restaurant and I would come down to h
i Iwa; (l)l vegetables, washed the rice, helped with the cc)l' }ilp,.
o 'took my (‘;a“g }tlhen ar_ld didn’t feel it was hard work. When 1Ishez
e browsinyin ?}? tf?r [Lilly], who was a little over a year old with .
ke 1g e dime store. No one bothered me. Fort W’ o
: etplace on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdayé So a?:i;?ta C;

ould go:there and walk aro
L und. Wh
it g6 out as much. en I had the second daughter, Nellie,

0 imnecome. Illel] we Ill&(ie Olll; ‘§E2 (1LII 1n luIl('Il tme. I }le depdl tI]leXlt Stoole
g

sinesswas SIOW too. Ill 1932 we C] Sed tlle restaurant beCCluse we COU.ICIH t
3: ent ’

We moved t i
L 20221;3%; Z;)r a year. We had nothing to eat. The government
o afraid, cabbage, potatoes, and bread to needy families
L to ngo stand in line. Instead, he borrowed mone :
e (S):;v{r; ce only cost 8o cents for one hundred poundsy
o Wil t?oms for $19. But there was no electricity, even'
e ' s born, because we couldn’t pay for it. Duri ,
were all frosty and we closed all the doors and star;gdt}ilri

where the WOr S 0, 5
nen we. wa. € ye 8} O I €cords remain
‘ re housed was destro d in afirein 1 4 o record
h , W JR :

€n's poet
try: There ar
> are also very few d
embei . : ry few documented ca ici
erhearing stories of suicide. ses of suicide, but many of the de-
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day if we didn’t finish on time. Or I would clean house on Sunday. We did
this for four years. Then the nephew came from Hong Kong and caused trou-
ble. So we left and went to Kokomo, Indiana, to open our own laundry.
Kokomo was a small town about one and a half hours away. We lived on
the premises again. Business was so-so. We started making $20 a week and
thatgrewtoa $100 aweek. Itwas still hard work from morning to night, wash-
ing and ironing four hundred shirts a week. If we got behind, no Sunday off,
nor time to sleep. I helped at the front when someone came to pick up laun-
dry. Even though I couldn’t read, I knew how to find the package by num-
ber. There was no time for anything else, only time to go get my hair cut. Again,
we did this for four years. It was always four or five years and we would move
again. Then their father died. It was wartime and there was no one available
to hire. I couldn’t do it alone, so I moved to Chicago, where I had friends.

WORKING AT A COOKIE FACTORY

I found a job working for relatives at the Dong Kee Bakery. Only made $20
a month working over ten hours a day. After work, I had to do-all the cook-
ing and housework, but the kids helped out. Stayed there about three years,
from 1944 to 1947. It wasn’t a better or a worse job, just a matter of having
_ enough to eatand a place to live. There wasn’t anything to put in the bank.
1 wanted to send money to my brothers in Hong Kong, butI couldn’t.

1 left the bakery to go work for Nabisco cookies, folding boxes, packing
cookies. My Italian landlady’s daughter found the job for me. I was the sec-
ond Chinese to be hired. Everyone was good to me, called me Mama, Mama.
hey asked me why I never complained to the union. There really was no
reason to. I took the bus to the west side at 5:10 A.M. in the winter; 5:30 A.M.
the summer. I had to take three buses. Worked until §:15 p.M. The hours
ere better. It was only 75 cents an hour when I started, but the foreigners
white employers] always have better working conditions—raises, insurance,
acation benefits. But by the time I got home and had dinner, I was tired
d went straight to bed. Besides, there really wasn’t much going on then.
ot like now. I retired in 1977.

Helen Hong Wong
after her arrival in Fort
Wayne, Indiana, 1930.
(Courtesy of Helen
Hong Wong)

nkets. We could only afford on

i ith bla .
one room. Wrapped the two girls wi e N rto be 40 feoreont

bushel of coal for the week, which cost g0

hlIlatOWIl 112\.(1 ally lll()lley ust a quaI ter o1 aﬂ d()llal 1l
IJO one m C ,J a h

P ) ar b l S. yf:a (] € opene y alld W
frl nd p 1 d a 1aundl

thei] ()Ckets no (1()“ 1 1 A T lat T, a )

m ed to A.rl(le]: sSOn Indlana, to W()I‘k for hlm. [hat S hOW we g()t 1nt0
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laundry business.

REFLECTIONS ON LIFE IN AMERICA

€Ie are advantages to being a woman in America. There were hardly any
8 for women in China and it was considered a loss of face if girls went to
Now, [Chicago] Chinatown has more people, businesses, and activi-
he churches have English classes and job training. Women who come
China today can find a job within a month or two even if they don’t
English. The sewing factory, shoe factory, bobby pin factory will hire
s although they pay Chinese less than the other workers.

THE LAUNDRY BUSINESS

We Ved above the € i W ho
y i Their fOUl'th Chlld, Betsy, was
. b th 1aundr in two rooms. { ' ; . ‘ Iyt < ha
in Pl:nderson ] I helped out Wlth the wash, pi"essmg, anci lll'OI;llﬂgt War ’
: X ong ‘ U i [ i rselves. We ha d y ept. Thete
WO ng hours. We did ever ythmg ours
gi(’ le for anlt;ing else. We worked Monday through Saturday, €
no tim y ven
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Women have more rights in America. They can run the household, not

like in China where the mother-in-law dictates. Even when the husband sent
money home, the mother-in-law keptit. But 1 must admit that my Gold Moun-
tain dream was not fulfilled. Instead of becoming a rich gamsaanpoh, 1 ended
up working like a slave. When I camein 1 928, thingswere cheap. String beans
were 2 cents a pound; pork chops were 25 cents for three pounds. But no
one had any money o spend and there was no food in the house. We didn’t
know any better at t ohwith all this
jewelry, fine clothes, d life was easy in Gold Moun-
tain. But there was no e all had to work hard.

he time, only that we saw these gamsaanp
and i nui. SO We assume
gold to be picked up. Instead, w

jew with Judy Yung in Chinese, Chinese Women of

sourcE: Helen Hong Wong, intervie
America Research Project, June 17, 1982, San Mateo, California.
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Chinese American Women and

Him Mark Lai, Genny Lim, and Judy Yung, Islan
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Second-Generation Dilemmas
(1930s)

Pardee Lowe

George Cooper Pardee Lowe, born in 1904 in S
L ria " : 904 n San Francisco, was nam
= wfz "mg]; ful(;_ [(Zz tg/;; t;m,el; He has the distinction of being the ﬁrsteCCl'Z{eri]i:gov_
. 4y amowogmph ?o , Father and Glorious Descendant (Little, B g
o el Y t%fodulced r'eaders to Chinese American life b ‘tejlli m"’;’ ’
o onship with his father, whom he loved and res y'z‘ d i
, the book nevertheless firmly criticized racial pmjudic{eji;efl'w?egj :
: j ca

_and recalled critical mome -Chi
e rél}d jmis of anti-Chinese discrimination in this country. Fath
- D nt was a commercial : o
; altwlnsG. e o _ . ctal success and went throu e 3
k was also published in major publications, includi Lgflis'ev e
; s, including Asia, the At-

an;;rg:ozthly} S:ilrvey Graphic, and Yale Review.
¢ Lowe had prepared well for his writi .
Ll s writin,
7 1930 where 1ol . . geﬁ‘bﬁs- He graduat y y N
tar mjen;be”r ofeth if Z;‘iwd Chznese, ‘Englzsh, history, and p%lic spgii{;mgmnfm
, Chin@seﬁrejfudi(g i :lc;szty d'ebatmg club and completed a thesis on ﬁi h "e o o
L MBA 'in II ie United States. After graduation, he went to H(;rv a;gtorz o
s and w'as ?) );; ;)Hellal}o hald many friends among college~éd'ucat;; ’(]ng
. . nally familiar with the Chi o v
ﬁ}’g:g bgfmess and his own church activities hinese communities because of
inding that his MB , '
an to conduft exten?;ug A K €.ned no doors, Lowe returned to San Francisco and
ajor study of its demo, soczzl‘ogzcal reseqrch on the Chinese community, compl ;m
offorts included ex;en%‘b ic, economic, social, historical, and cultu,;'al ﬁ{;t&mg
ons. He comlted m he ;ber‘sonal interviews and firsthand reports of livi Ures.
is efforts were new WUC/ ;{ this work for the State Emergency Relief Adminzl:;;g;om
oration with a St p ’ZS,LGU.L H"f apparently hoped to include his work i o
Fllowing * anford sociologist, but it too never materiali d i alater
¢ C Fetmmioe ? i LaLized.
— accoumg; Lzzfehzstol:;s, das he called them, are a few of the fascinating h
. completed a i e jascinating eman-
tinto depress; s part of his research eff:
essi0n- . : orts. They offer boiona
pression-era Chinese American lives. Lowe’s own mn:gd IZZ ng}”ﬂdnt
L candi onal com-
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Chinese Women’s Association
Condensed Report for the Years

1932—1936

The Japanese attack on Ch
to do their part for the war effort. Soon after Japa
women’s organizations formed across the country
Chicago, Seattle, and Portland —to do fundraising, p
One of the earliest and most effective groups was i
(CWA) in New York. As early as Oclober 14, 1931, it
tors who had been advocating that the United States stay out of
Calling this stance “smmoral” and “cowardly
China, the women argued that the United St
help settle all international disputes by peaceful means. The
ul in mobilizing Chinese women in New York to raise

cess,
of war refugees within a year’s time.

As this rare report of Chinese women s activities
role in helping immigrant women and their daugh
moting better relations between Chinese Americans and the larger society,

social services to the Chinese community in New York City.
aspirations of the group reflected the ba
the chairwoman who wrote this report,
sity and had served as the general secretary of the Ch
prior to founding CWA. Moreover; the stated purposes and act:

tion speak to the changing gen
nese women in America that were inspired by

the war and the times.

The record of this Association’s steady increase in members
together with its great activities during the last five years spea

the sake of clarity, I wish
pose, (II) The activities and (I

186

ina drew women from all walks of life into the public arena
n occupied Manchuria in 1931,
—in New York, San Francisco,
ropaganda, and Red Cross work,
he Chinese Women's Association
fired off letters to newspaper edi
the war in China.
” in view of Japanese war atrocities in
ates should wphold ils earlier pledge to
organization was suc-
over $30,000 for the relief

indicates, CWA also played a major
ters adapt to life in America, pro-
and providing
The modern, middle-class
chground of its leaders. Theodora Chan Wang,

held a master’s degree from Columbi
inatown YWCA for ten year
fvities of the org(mim

der role and increased political activism among Chi

hip to over 3
ks for itself. Fo

to divide this report into three parts: nT
) The future plans of this Association-
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PART I—THE PURPOSE

ew York Chinat i i
ﬁr o Ch{Chmatown, w1.th a population of almost 10,000, is the second
‘f gb ; 16nese community center in the U.S.A. With a Chinese populati
of about 16,000, San Francisco alre i sations
: s ady can claim to h izati
it : ave two organizati
f;g(,) Chir ;:Sef wocrln?nA But here in New York, at the time when tgis Assocc)'liliS
ton was rmed, there was not even a single club room being provided f1 :
hineee ;vgmeril..f When the Gen. Sec’y of Chinese Y.W.C.A. in San Franci o
5 o Fien eaéltl ully engraved invitation card announcing the grand o o
in ew 6-story “Y” building with it i es,
: § spacio itori "mitori
gymnasium and swimming pool | imm}zdiatzls aUdltOEum’ O ories,
I ) y sent her the fi i
teleiram, HEARTY CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES ON TH::)HOWlng
a C . G
gﬁidin Gkg)F Y(C)lug N\EW BUILDING.” It was such a beautiful women’sRAlNllz
; lg cated at 965 Clay St., San Francisco, Calif., that it was n e
mez elt very proud of their new headquarters © wonder
ccordin .
S gfto 'the law_of sup.pI)'/ and demand, surely there must be som
g L n for ab'eauuful building like that to come into existence. In :
leer ‘?V 511:216 IL]Y point, I will take New York Chinatown as a concrete.exa(l)r-
g} O,S We OO\;e Bel;e,d as I mentioned above, a total Chinese population of 23—
- have’heré ul, ue to the U.S. .Immigration restrictions, out of this tofal
- only about 250 Chinese families—with an average of abo i
o a1 ren m each .fa.mﬂy. You will thus notice that the male and femalll
: m.cfn.gst the Chl.nese are all out of proportion. Then again, due t .
g;g[: hlar t a{t of t}.@ Chinese race as a whole, they do not mingle wi;h eo 01a
- ﬁg(s‘lrrzatlqulzt.IIUes as readily as they should. Furthermore, as we alfkn(f))v:
on illiteracy among the oversea i i : :
( s Chinese is rather hi
o e ‘ er high. Accord-
Mgss Eil ii;i%lerll\}l issued recently by the Chinese National Associition of trhde
L andn ovement, the percentage ofilliterates was over 85 percent
i various other reasons, the Chinese are somewhat forced to'
. moszfofy onelanothe_r, and to try to be self-sufficient unto themselves
o ?ltlll; ‘e der residents in Chinatown, although they are living ri h£
- e é lz)fe aI11sdg1."tea}t1 @;?Iopolis, yet they know so very little about imger
: its higher standard of living th i _
i . . at
tﬂillltv;ng in a village back in China. i ey might as well be
; ough i
. theregis izetllllave here quite a few men’s clubs, societies, etc., neverthe-
L bhn iahwbolli (l)cfl Chinatown not one social organization for Chi
1 eir children. The el i -
de, may be content to remain at homedrfll;)gf Ofptll(:’ b'emgl": o
L i ost of the time. utwith the youn
second generation, they positively refuse to tolerate suci’l cor?—

1. The new Chi ilding i

i d:;ﬂf:ﬂ%mlﬁl&g in San Francisco, designed by Julia Morgan and built
. . a and Chinese community, did immi

Bitls were allowed to use the swimming pool at the C;linleseI 131\3112:6 7 evmming pool, but
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. o China-
ditions any longer. Yet, due to a lack of social and club 'fac111t1§s LixreCSth
town, the boys can only amuse themselves with an (/;csc?smtﬁz g};;(lzs gy

et i roni irable pool rooms. As for ,
or else they will patronize undesira : e B e
ivers i f dish washing, house cleaning
diversion they can have outside o e eequonce
i ies, is f to follow the boys to movies. AS .
family drudgeries, is for them nov e e
i i | company. To safeguard these young :
they oftentimes fall into bad . o
thei i -being, and at the same Ume, p
as well as their physical well 2 he e, L e fard
’ iving, is what this Association has been g
mothers’ standard of living, 1sw. : on : hard
{t the Chinese mo
i b room of this Association, ;
to accomplish. In the clu . e a place
the second generation are p '

and these young persons of ger " e ially, e

i or try to improve themselves ,
where they may exercise, amuse s socie

tally, spiritually and physically—and under wholesome conditions

In brief, the particu
as follows:

Jar purposes for which this Association is formed are

ELLOWSHIP AND COM-

AND MAINTAIN SOCIALF
(a) TO PROMOTE, CREATE S A et

PANIONSHIP AMONGST THE OVERSEAS CHINESE WO
FRIENDS; I
(b) TO PROMOTE, STIMULATE, CREATE AND MAINTAIN ‘BEIIITSI;IZ EY ER:
p E AND THEIR CUSTOMS,
STANDING OF THE CHINES AND
PROBLEMS, AND TO THAT END TO PROVIDE A PLACE OF MEETING
2

ENTERTAINMENT;
3 NT
(c) TO ARRANGE AND CO S
FOR THE MEMBERS, THEIR FAMILIES AND FRIENDS; R
(d) TO PROMOTE CLOSE GCOOPERATION AND UNDERSTANDING

ITS MEMBERS AND THOSE OF SIMILAR ORGANIZATIONS;  op cama

WELFARE OF

~AL SERVICES TOWARDS THE

e) TO RENDER PRACTICAL oxmg

«© AND THAT OF THE OVERSEAS CHINESE IN THE UNITED STA

RACT FOR OUTINGS, PICNICS AND EXCURSIONS

AMERICA.

PART 1I—THE NATURE AND SCOPE OF ACTIVITIES

A. SOCIAL ACTIVITIES:

at Port Arthur Restaurant, 7 Mott St., New York
] dinner was given by members of t‘hIS'AS
odern hero, General Tsai Ting
he commander of that famou
Japanese from

1. On Sept. 1st, 1934, a ;
City, an elaborate testimonia
sociation in honor of our greatest m:
kai. Gen. Tsai, as is well known, was t N
19th Route Army, who so successfully repulsed the

hai in 19%2-
Sh?l’rilg;re wereggresent at our welcome banquet more thlanfz r(;(; 1oef 81‘;
members and friends, who seemed to represent the who ede: -
nese community here in the Fast. Gel}. Tsai was .usher}el mad}e’ -
Chun Doshim, Chairman of the Reception Committee. Hem

CHINESE WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION REPORT 189

a rousing speech, which was full of meaning and inspiration, that all
those present seemed to be deeply touched. In consideration of the
huge crowd waiting patiently outside, his address had to be broadcast
by loud-speakers installed on Pell and Mott Streets. He was accompa-
nied on this occasion by his secretary, C. S. Mark, Esq., and General
Tom Kai Shau, who so bravely defended the Woo Sung ports during
the combined Japanese Army and Navy attack. . . .

Upon hisarrival in the city from Europe aboard S.S. “Olympic,” Gen.
Tsai was met down the bay by a delegation from this Association in the
company of that of the seven largest local Chinese organizations. Three
planes flown by members of the Chinese Aviation Association also went
along to circle around his ship at quarantine in his honor.

At the West 14th St. Pier, there were thousands of residents from
local Chinese communities together with more than two hundred au-
tomobiles bearing reception committees waiting there to greet our
“Saviour of Shanghai.” With a motorcycle police escort, we finally man-
aged to reach Mott Street, where a crowd estimated at between 7,000
to 8,000 people gave him another rousing reception. The streets were
so crowded that all automobile traffic, with the exception of cars car-
rying the reception committees, was kept off Chinatown.

. Another Reception Committee was sent only recently to welcome Dr.
C. T. Wang, former Minister of Foreign Affairs, upon his arrival in this
city on June 1gth, 1936. Due to the fact that this Association is the
only Chinese women'’s organization in existence here in New York, we
have often been called upon to participate in all receptions of im-
portance. Ever since we succeeded in raising that record sum of
$30,000 during the year 1932 for the relief of Chinese war and flood
refugees, the importance of this Association has grown considerably,
and its name is known far and wide.

3. Inorder to make the mothers and their children feel more at home,

many kinds of indoor games have been introduced in our clubrooms.
They all seem to enjoy the games very much. At times, we also have
on hand high school girls reading to them aloud the current events
of China.

4. Your Association has been acting as hostess to club members of many
other nationalities, such as Italian, Greek, Russian, etc. Large delega-
tions from out of town have also come to visit us from time to time.

5. Arrangements have often been made for our members to visit, as guests

and in small groups, some of those refined American and Chinese
homes. In this way, many of our members get their first glimpse of a
real American home life. As a result of these visits, classes have been
formed for them to study table manners, interior decoration, etc.

6. The Chinese Mothers’ Club celebrated its 16th Anniversary last year
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on April 11th. Among those presentwere many American friends and

other celebrities.

. During the last few years, our Girls Boxing Teams were frequently be-

ing called upon by American clubs to give sword and shadow boxing
exhibitions. From the many letters of thanks which we have since re-
ceived, we are pleased to learn that our friends always seem to enjoy
seeing this, our national art of defense.

" Our last Double-Tenth Anniversary Party was quite a picturesque af-

fair. There were present more than 100 mothers together with their
children. Members from our “Girls Dramatic Club” presented a

charming play in costume.

INTELLEGCTUAL ACTIVITIES!:

1.

Being a member of the Chinese National Association of Mass Edu-
cation, this Association was fortunate in securing the service of sev-
eral volunteer leaders to teach some of our elders simplified Chinese
characters. It is hoped that some day there will be less illiterate moth-

ers left in our community.

. During the last few years, frequent sightseeing trips were made by club

members to visit different museums, art centers, expositions, tele-
phone exchanges, great industrial factories, etc. These trips have al-
ways proved to be very popular and educational.

. Reading Clubs have been formed by several groups. Members often
bring their own books, magazines, €tc. to serve as reading and dis-
cussion material.

. Several religious and semi-religious institutions have invited members
of our different clubs to hear lectures and to review their educational

and artistic exhibits held in their auditoriums. We shall always welcome

such invitations from other institutions.

_ Public relationship departments of two industrial concerns were

kind enough to have several short and informative motion picture
shown, free of charge, to our members. We shall always appreciate suc

courtesies.

C. SPIRITUAL ACTIVITIES:

Introducing those who wish to join churches, Sunday schools, etc. with
out discrimination as to denomination. Being free from all rivalry an

partiality in our recommendation, this Association is in an admirabl
position to act as a “Central Religious Clearing House.”

D. PHYSICAL ACTIVITIES!

1. One fine day last summer, a group of our younger members drove ot
to Port Washington for deep sea fishing. Although their catch was ne
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very big, still they all managed to have a wonderful time. Through th
kindness and generosity of friends of this Association, both thge m e—
tor boa.t gnd the automobile were placed at our men;bers’ dis ole
free. Hiking, picnicing and camping in different parts of the cmﬁ)ntr
also have been indulged in by our members from time to time. !

. Due to lack of space and facilities, we have not much opportunity for

qutdoor sports. Our younger members have been wanting for some
time to form a C.W.A. Basket-Ball Team and a Tennis Team so that
one'day they may be in a position to compete with other teams. If the
service of competent instructors can be secured, we feel Conﬁde;’lt that
strong teams can result from the materials we have on hand. The yo

ladies are also very fond of swimming, dancing, etc. ' yome

E.  CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES:

During this prolonged depression, there has been much destitution i

New York thnatown. This Association has been trying to do its cﬂftn
in cooperating with other charitable organizations in the distributio .
offood tickets. At the presentwriting, we still give out entirely free ab i
one hundred food tickets every week. From time to time oJr membOut
alsQ sell flowers and give boxing exhibitions towards th,e relief of serfS
fen.ng fr(.)m hunger and cold. Other similar works are: visitin Chineu -
patients in hospitals, interpreting for members unacquaintegl with tfie
language of their country, helping to solve unemployment proble <
and to adjust immigration, housing and renting troubles, et? w

E. PATRIOTIC ACTIVITIES:

Wh?ltever may be the world’s pronouncement on Japan’s aggression
against peace-loving China, humanity cannot regard its Dwanton
b91nb1ng and killing of Chinese civilians—men, women and childret
without feeling a sense of horror and repugnance. o
Doubtlessly, you have often read in your newspapers and magazines
Qf suc‘h atrocities and massacres committed by the Japanese militarists
in Chma: Generally, a squadron of Japanese bombing planes suddenl
appears in the air, skimming over a village, town or city, and withou};
the legst bit of warning, showers bombs on its inhabitant,s. At first, the
American press reported such cases in some detail; as these casés of
shameful wasting of human lives occurred regularly, they have since
Ceasgd to be interesting topics for news columns. Butwe Chinese, who
read in almost every mail from our people in China of these outr,a es
naturalily resent such barbarous actions in our innermost hearts i
Mdlzigl(;lgoilh:c:as't ];flew months, the zone of this “unofficial” war has
Leac 1~ erfl . y—farther southwest and westward. Consequently,
and more war refugees have fled from their homes located both
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" Because of further urgent appeals from China and entreaty from
the seven most influential local Chinese organizations, this Associa-
tion decided to hold a GRAND CHARITY BAZAAR for the relief of
China’s war refugees. Thanks to the generosity of our Elders, we were
allowed free use and access of the entire g-story Chinese Public
School Building for this occasion from Mar. 277th to April grd, 1932,
inclusive. The main features of the Bazaar included exhibitions of ar-
ticles of Chinese arts, paintings and crafts. For its stage program, there
were Chinese Opera given by our “Girls Dramatic Club” members,
fencing and shadow boxing, dramas and plays as well as numerous
other entertainments. There were, of course, the usual dragon parades
and street dances with our mythological lion always at the head of each
parade. . .. During this Bazaar, thanks to the wholehearted coopera-
tion from all conceivable Chinese Associations, Tongs, Clubs, Leagues,
Societies and many American organizations, we succeeded in raising
agrand total of U.S. $19,189.33. As soon as the receipts were audited,
in the solemn presence of both our governmental and local repre-
sentatives, several cable transfers of a total of $75,486in Shanghai cur-
rency were rushed to those trustworthy representatives in China above
mentioned for relief works.

Encouraged by previous success in our money-raising abilities and
) for such a worthy cause as flood relief, we once again inaugurated a
Chinese women participating in a parade in New York Citz i/(;‘;a;iemrr;(;xggiiﬁzoxn ’ Financial CamPaign ﬁ”Ofll April 15th to 23rd, 19 33 inc111§ive, for funds
into the Chinese flag) for war relief in China. (Courtesy o towards the relief of China flood refugees. We raised during that week
the Americas) a total of $3,804.76, equivalent to $10,000 in Shanghai currency.
A recapitulation of funds raised by this Association on the three oc-
casions mentioned above follows:

within and without these bombarded zones. To a grehsti exgi;lt, eixil 2;1;:
f by charitable and philanthropic orga-

refugees have been taken care O : I niirop o |

jzati i i - the combined resources O |
n.1zat10.nS n Gh.l e izwi\;etle’ to cope with this dreadful situation. Tha 9/98/39 Dragon Parade §7.69446  $31.000.00
tions did not plboVe adg uate may be testified to by the many urgen 8/97-4/3 /39 Grand Charity Bazaar o aae, $3L000.00
th?l/ have ncl); agfi]:esseci1 to this Association as well as to many othe 4/15-4/93/33  Financial Campaign s 75,486.00
cable appea

DATE OCCASION U.S. DOLLARS AND/
OR SHANGHAI DOLLARS

jzati rid. ! ‘ ‘
Chinese’ Or? an(liz attéolrllligzrtfl‘;sg:ﬁ;getﬁte z:;v)(;)leals, members of this Asso ; Grand total $30.688.55 and,/or $122.486.00
To raise funds |

r r t dancesi
ciation held on Feb. 28th, 1932, a dragon parade arllctii z:eDue o
ic li ear severa .
i symbolic lion was made to app '
N etancon ponse on the part of our compatriots :
i i isi reco
well as of American sympathizers, we succeeded in raising the

5 ) i i i in hand, we immediatel
e by sleg Oni %ay‘ Wlthi‘;lhlsslf;r?;ﬁgi 12‘3211 currency to & , From the above, it will be noted that in order for this Association to
transferred by telegraph $31,000

i Association and Shanghai Eme _ Properly carry on the activities enumerated, it will need the whole-
o the f’efn er (ﬁem unsggla:lfcxll maimed wfr refugee hearted supportand cooperation of every one of our members as well
ital for the relief of the wo
gency Hospita

PART III--OUR FUTURE PLANS AND ASPIRATIONS
taneous and generous res ’
spon 8 FOR THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE:




ros  LieE GNDER EXCLUSION CHINESE WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION REPORT 195
Andrew Carnegie, Gen. James G. Harbor, William M. Chadbourne, E

etc. Offhand, this may sound like a large order, but with faith, love ’h e
and hard work, which members of this Association do poss,ess in, Ope‘
abundance,.let us hope that this expansion program of ours ma Soon
get started, if possible, before these depression prices for buildir)l’ e
terials and labor costs go up. Incidentally, such building activity likeg olllllf‘ls—

e NEAR ruURE: will contribute in no small measure towards the relieving of the present
unemployment situation. preen

as of our friends. Unless these are assured, a great many worthy causes,
no matter how urgent their appeal may be, would inevitably have to be
neglected or sacrificed due to lack of assistance, means and facilities.
Furthermore, we are constantly in need of all kinds of club leaders, and
volunteer instructors in arts and crafts. We sincerely hope that we may
continue to merit your support.

I hope I have succeeded in a small measure to prove to your satisfaction

that there reallyis need for such an organization as the Chinese Women’s Respectfully submitted,

Association working on behalf of the Chinese Community in New York , CHINESE WOMEN’S ASSOGIATION, ING.
City. Since it was organized five years ago, through the generosity of our [Signature]

Elders, we have been allowed to make our headquarters in the Annex Theodora Chan Wang

Building of the Chinese Public School. In order for us to expand in the Chairman, Executive Committee

ot too distant future, we will want to have an association building of our
own somewhat similar to the ones which San Francisco Chinatown already
possess. In regard to this tentative plan, which I have had in mind for
a long time, I had since had several occasions to discuss the same with a ~

few of our influential and patriotic Elders. They all agreed with me that OTHER REFERENCES

we should have a g-story Association Building of our own containing: Peter RKwong, Chinatown, N.Y.: Labo itics. |
5 Y & J view Pre:s, 1979). abor and Politics, 1930—1950 (New York: Monthly Re-

a) One dormitory large enough to accommodate from 20 to i “Fichti .
(a) y larg 8 ‘ 25 Hua Liang, “Fighting for a New Life: Social and Patriotic Activism of Chinese Amer-

people; ican Women in New York City, 1900 t * I )
(b) An auditorium with seating capacity for about 500 people; i7, no. 2 (winter 19g8): 22~3§. 900 10 1945," Journat of American Etlinic History

(c) A modern gymnasium; Judy Yung, Unbound Feet: A Social History of Chi .
i i o . y of Chinese Women in Sa .
(d) An entire floor for offices, play rooms, reading rooms, club University of California Press, 1995). in San Francisco
rooms, library, etc.

T SR "” ,,'"’ y v e c o yng ey £ {1 ;- !
SOURCE: 1 /l‘(‘ C /I,HIVH.\? V?/(mwn. s Association Fifth Anniversary Special Issue (New York: Chi
nese Women'’s Association, 1937), microfilm, New York Public Library, o

¥

PP- 59-02.

(Berkeley:

To erect such a building on a plot of 6o X 120 feet will cost something in
the neighborhood of $30,000. To this will have to be added another
$20,000, as endowment fund—the income derived from such an in-
vestment ought to be sufficient to meet both running and overhead ex-
penses. With regard to this sum of $50,000, we have already received from
several influential and public-spirited Chinese organizations as well a
our Elders’ assurances to the effect that they will help to raise the firs
half of $50,000, i.e. $25,000, on the condition that we, the Executive Comm
mittee and members, will agree to raise the second half of $50,000, fro
some American philanthropists. The Chinese Y.M. and Y.W.C.A. in San
Francisco were fortunate in securing quite a substantial contribution fro
such philanthropical American friends as Captain Robert Dollar of th
Dollar Steamship Lines, Mrs. Marshall Hale, etc., which encourages
to hope that we too here in New York may one day be blessed with som
such financial help towards the building of our own larger headquarter
from such well known philanthropists as perhaps the Rockefellers, ME




