g

fourth generation has come to involve the work of pro-
fessionals in the coordination of different activities as-
sociated with regional corporate functions (productive,
Jogistics, labor, financial, and so on) (“coordinated in
Mexico”)-

Regardless of whether production processes are sim-
ple or complex, that workers are men or women, with
pasic education or a master’s degree, at the border or in
the center of a country, in isolated plants or in indus-
trial clusters, maquiladoras will exist as long as there is
atremendous wage disparity in the world, which is the
result of the incredible concentration of wealth under
capitalism.

35
Media

Mari Castaiieda

In the late 1970s, Latina/o scholars began to examine the
forgotten history of Spanish-language newspapers and
radio in the United States, and the differences in purpose
and content that these media outlets demonstrated
as compared to their English-language counterparts.
Latina/o media scholar-activists such as Jorge Reina
Schement and Ricardo Flores (1977), Felix Gutiérrez
(1977, 1981), and Federico Subervi-Vélez (1979) were some
of the first to recognize that the lack of media coverage
of Latina/o issues in mainstream outlets both created
invisibility and placed a highly contested responsibility
on Spanish-language and bilingual media. Additionally,
this tension often did not mesh with the advertiser-
supported structure that underpinned the broader mass
media system in the United States. Although media
outlets oriented toward Latina/o audiences viewed
their readers, listeners, and viewers as cultural citizens
who were attempting to claim a visible position within
the American social landscape, the pressure for profits
created an imagined Latina/o public that was dynamic
only as consumers. This assimilation has consistently
affected the political potential of Spanish-language and
Latina/o commercial media in the United States. Yet
despite the capitalist drive to utilize media outlets as
corporate tools for Latina/o consumer marketing, the
ongoing practices of Spanish-language media, especially
community newspapers and radio outlets, is to highlight
the injustices Latina/o individuals and communities
encounter locally and across the United States.
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The propensity to use media as forms of public service
was In fact present In newspapers dating back to 1850,
after the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo placed Mexicans
in a precarious position as the United States sought to
build the nation. Media as a tool for soclal justice was
also extant in the 1950s during Latina/o resistance
against “Operation Wetback” and the forced deporta-
tions of thousands of Mexican Americans. Today, me-
dia continues to operate as a mouthpiece and point of
connection, as evident by the many Spanish-language
newspaper and broadcast workers and cultural inter-
locutors who aim to tell their story about the impact
Latina/o immigrants are having across the United States
and Canada. Furthermore, Chicana feminist scholars
such as Dionne Espinoza (2001) and Maylei Blackwell
(2011) have also conducted research documenting how
Chicana and Latina activists utilized newsprint as a po-
litical tool for developing counternarratives regarding
the principles and values of the Chicano movement
and moratorium that took place in late 1960s and early
1970s. In this regard, nonprofit communication outlets
have historically operated as productive mediascapes—

virtual spaces of symbolic communicative and cultural

flows—which have the potential to challenge dominant
narratives while also creating audiovisual voices for
Latina/o public spheres that are generally invisible and
silent in mainstream media (A. Rodriguez 1999). The de-
bate over the role that media plays in Latina/o commu-
nities in fact continues today as political pundits decry
Spanish-language and Latina/o community and com-
mercial media as participating in (as opposed to simply
reporting about) social justice movements and mobili-
zations for immigration reforms, for instance, particu-
larly during high-stakes presidential election cycles.
Media are powerful social forces that are highly con-
tested because they are pervasive and persuasive sites of
cultural expression, political discourse, and lamentably,
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ingly globally networked societies. Numeroys scholay
projects have noted how media (a plura] word b“tiy
creasingly used as a singular word as well) play 5 co:.
siderable role in the ways in which Latina/o communi.
ties are imagined and treated in material and discul’si‘,e.
contexts (Noriega and Lépez 1996; Valdivia 2000; Mayer
2003; Amaya 2013). For example, Juan Gonzjle; and
Joseph Torres (2011) argue that the American media
system has played a central role in reinforcing racig
oppression, both through its coverage and its effort
to delegitimize ethnic media, particularly those with
transnational roots in the Caribbean and Latin America,
Much of the work by Latina/o (media) studies scho].
ars has aimed to uncover the historical and conten.
porary ways in which Latina/o communities have en-
gaged with media and how English-language outlets in
particular have visually and discursively wounded this
perpetually attacked community. Relatedly, Latina/o
studies scholars have made key insights, especially in
the area of media representations that have furthered
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our discernment of media as a powerful social force
hat can influence people and' affect cultural change
(NegrOn-Muntaner 2004). For instance, forms of resis-
tance, such as the reconceptualization of Latinidades,
not only are present in popular culture and entertain-
ment content, but are also represented by transnational
media celebrities such as Selena, Shakira, Jennifer Lopez,
and Eva Longoria. Through them, we are able to ana-
Iytically examine the embodied intersections of gender,
race, sexuality, class, and citizenship in Latina/o com-
munities and media imaginaries. Additionally, scholarly
insights have pointed to how audiences themselves in-
terpret the cultural, personal, and political significance
of media texts such as telenovelas, radio programming,
newspaper reporting, and filmic representations (Pare-
dez 2009; Cepeda 2010; Molina-Guzmin 2010; Rios
and Castanieda 2011). In this sense, media—as a site of
critical analysis in Latina/o studies—has benefited from
theorizations from other disciplines such as feminist
studies, critical cultural studies, ethnic studies, global
studies, Chicana/o studies, and American studies, as
well as sociology, anthropology, and communication.
Media are more than communication technologies:
they are material and cultural embodiments of histori-
cal and contemporary practices that map the terrain of
meaning surrounding the production, distribution, and
consumption of mass-mediated popular content.
Additionally, media—as sets of practices and
institutions—circulate today in what are no longer sim-
Ply information and entertainment modes. As Douglas
Kellnerand Meenakshi Gigi Durham (2009) note, media
“isboth a space of interpretation and debate as well as a
subject matter and domain of inquiry.” It is also a do-
main of social movement activism, ranging from peti-
tions to increase access to commercial and community-
based media outlets to utilizing digital circuits of
€xpression to challenge normative interpretations of

MEDIA

undocumented LGBTQIA youth. Latina/o studies schol-
ars have asked questions such as: How do government
and industry policies and economic structural condi-
tions shape access to media outlets? Who is left out?
And how have communities responded by developing
their own forms of media access through grassroots ac-

- tivism and outlets? Accordingly, examinations of the

political economy of Latina/o radio, for instance, have
shown that regulatory changes in the last decade have
consolidated the sector and reorganized the broader
Spanish-language media industry (Castanieda 2014).
Currently, the ownership of broadcast media proper-
ties by Latinas/os is nearly non-existent and the Fed-
eral Communications Commission (FCC)—the U.S.
regulatory body that oversees communication systems
and media content across the country—Ilacks Spanish-
speaking and Latina/o staff. Such political-economic
structures matter because they affect programming by
constricting the broadcast airwaves for pro-immigrant
rights organizing, for example, or by imposing a perva-
sive cultural politics that privileges patriarchal and ho-
mophobic radio humor (Casillas 2014).

Yet Latina/o media activists and media justice organi-
zations such as the Hispanic Media Coalition are consis-
tently advocating for changes to mass media access and
equitable representation, while also recognizing that the
U.S. communication system is based on capitalist, racist,
and sexist principles that have historically excluded La-
tinas/os and communities of color from gaining access
to the airwaves. The media policy debates in the 1970s
between the FCC and minority activists groups, for in-
stance, were attempts to rectify the media injustice that
pervaded the communications landscape prior to and
after the civil rights movement. In this vein, recent
Latina/o studies research that analyzes electronic me-
dia history is also questioning assumptions about how
and why Spanish-language print, radio, and television
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outlets emerged in the United States. Scholarship by Do-
lores Inés Casillas (2014) and G. Cristina Mora (2014), for
example, points to the need for specific examinations of
media history, representation, and access in conjunction
with policy, economics, gender, and race, rather than as
separate issues and processes in the making of Latina/o
media culture, citizens, and consumers.

By the same token, the role of (digital) media in
Latina/o social movements, particularly in the most
recent DREAMers movement, challenges notions of
Latina/o communities as technologically oblivious and
in fact highlights the multiple ways in which Latinas/os
engage in the questions of cultural citizenship through
the transnational audiovisual and discursive spaces that
globalized media embody, particularly the Internet and
digital devices. The DREAMers’ strategic use of social me-
dia, for instance, has created international awareness of
the issues, and in some cases, the viral nature of digitali-
zation has led to the suspension of deportation proceed-
ings for some youth activists. Such activism has created
a globally connected online support network that is able
to crowdsource information and action for immigrant
rights. Thus, the emergence of digital media scholarship
in relationship to Latinas/os reveals not only the ways in
which media technology is changing, but also how Lati-
nas/os are also investing in, engaging, and expanding new
technologies. In this regard, digital media will increas-
ingly become critical sites of investigation as Latina/o
communities become an influential demographic group
in the twenty-first-century media environment.

Lastly, media literacy is an area within Latina/o stud-
ies that has much potential, but more research is needed
to more adequately comprehend how Latina/o media
users critically assess and produce audiovisual texts as
well as how they conceptualize the social, cultural, eco-
nomic, and self-expressive forces of media. Given the
media circulation of hate speech against Latinas/os and

MEDIA

\
their migratory lived experiences, it -

gent to reflect on how media is imagjy, ;Zcreasingly "
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Latina/o studies scholars continye ¢, d
pand media literacy investigations sinc
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Thus, me.dla are more than simply venues for
and entertainment. As Laurie Ouellette Notes, « News
proach the study of media critically involyes s'i To‘alL
media within economic, political, cultura] an;“anfxx
context and addressing its relations to capitalism 510c1a1
citizenship, gender, race and class dynamics, in, abo,r'
ties, sexuality, globalization and other issyes th?tuah'
both larger than media, and intertwined within :}:e
production, circulation, and use of media texts, jm; e:
sounds, spaces, artifacts, technologies and discouris;
(2013, 3). Media do not exist in a vacuum outside of s5.
cial and power relations; they partake of a larger cultura]
framework. Hence the importance of critical examina-
tions of the relations between these audiovisual and
print institutions and practices and material and affec.
tive experiences within Latina/o communities. Just as
we analyze education, religion, economics, public poli-
cies, and their influence on the contested formations of
Latinidades, so we must treat media as meaningful sites
and modes of engagement that help constitute multiple
lived realities (Aparicio 1998). Latina/o scholars have suc-
cessfully argued for this recognition but there is more at
stake with the continuously changing contours of com-
munities and the dynamic role of (digital) media in con-
testing, negotiating, resisting, silencing, and creating the
historical and contemporary imaginary of Latinidad. In-
deed, the imperative to evaluate, interpret, and produce
media in all its formations is more important than ever.
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